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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  present  series,  entitled  "  Smithsonian  ^  Miscellaneous  Collec- 
tions/'  is  intended  to  embrace  all  the  publications  issued  directly 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  octavo  form;  those  in  quarto 
constituting  the  "  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge."  The 
quarto  series  includes  memoirs  embracing  the  records  of  extended 
original  investigations  and  researches  resulting  in  ^at  are  believed 
to  be  new  truths,  and  constituting  positive  additions  to  the  sum  of 
human  knowledge.  The  octavo  series  is  designed  to  contain  reports 
on  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  particular  branches  of 
science ;  instructions  for  collecting  and  digesting  facts  and  materials 
for  research ;  list  and  synopses  of  species  of  the  organic  and  in- 
organic world  ;  museum  catalogues  ;  reports  of  explorations ;  aids 
to  bibliographical  investigations,  etc.,  generally  prepared  at  the 
express  request  of  the  Institution,  and  at  its  expense. 

The  position  of  a  work  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  series  will 
sometimes  depend  upon  whether  the  required  iJ  lustrations  can  be 
presented  more  conveniently  in  the  quarto  or  the  octavo  form. 

In  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge,  as  well  as  in  the 
present  series,  each  article  is  separately  paged  and  indexed,  and  the 
actual  date  of  its  publication  is  that  given  on  its  special  title  page 
and  not  that  of  the  volume  in  which  it  is  placed.  In  many  cases, 
works  have  been  published,  and  largely  distributed,  years  before 
their  combination  into  volumes. 

While  due  care  is  taken  on  the  part  o(  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion to  insure  a  proper  standard  of  excellence  in  its  publications,  it 
will  be  readily  understood  that  it  cannot  hold  itself  responsible  for 
the  &cts  and  conclusions  of  the  authors,  as  it  is  impossible  in  most 
cases  to  vertify  their  statements. 

Spencer  F.  Baird, 
Secretary  Smithwnian  In8tUutf.on. 
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EULES 

'for  ths 

PUBLICATION^   OF  THE  BULLETIN. 


The  general  rule  will  be  maintained  of  publishing  in  the  Bulletin  only 
titles  and  abstracts  of  papers,  and  the  latter  only  when  presented  to  the 
Secretary  by  the  author  within  three  days  after  the  evening  of  the  read* 
ing. 

The  President's  annual  Address  will  be  published  in  full. 

II. 

When  directed  by  the  General  Committee,  any  communication  may 
be  published  in  full  in  an  Appendix  to  each  voluniife  o^  the  Bulletin. 

III. 

Of  the  remarks  made  consequent  on  the  reading  of  any  communication, 
only  such  will  be  published  as  are  sent  in  abstract  in  writing  to  the  Sec- 
retary within  three  days  after  the  evening  of  their  delivery. 

IV. 

Communications  that  have  been  published  elsewhere  so  as  to  be  gene- 
rally accessible  will  appear  in  the  Bulletin  by  title  only,  but,  if  possible 
with  a  reference  to  the  place  of  publication. 


In  reference  to  communications  made  to  the  Society  previous  to  this 
date: 

When  the  original  paper  has  been  filed  with  the  Secretary  in  manu- 
script in  full,  it  will  be  published  in  abstract  only,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  (General  Committee. 

Waihihsto!!,  January  17,  1874. 
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ANNIVERSARY  ADDRESS 

/ 

OF  TBS 

PRESIDENT  OP  THE  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  WASHINGTON, 

PROF.  JOSEPH  HENRY. 

(IMivtred  November  18,  1871.) 


Gkntlbmen: 

I  have  been  requested  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  character  and  object  of  this  Society  which  may  serve 
to  introduce  it  to  the  world  through  the  pages  of  a  Bulletin 
of  its  proceedings  or  the  public  journals  of  the  day,  and 
in  compliance  with  this  request  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following. 

This  Society  was  formed  by  the  call  for  a  meeting  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  impressed  with  the  importance  of  an 
association  of  a  strictly  scientific  character  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  At  the  meeting  which  resulted  from  this  call 
a  name  and  a  constitution  were  adopted  for  the  Society, 
and  without  delay,  in  a  series  of  subsequent  meetings,  the 
objects  of  the  association  were  prosecuted  with  such  marked 
success  as  to  fully  realize  the  anticipations  which  had  been 
entertained  with  regard  to  the  enterprise.  This  is  mani- 
fest from  the  number,  character,  and  variety  of  the  com- 
munications presented  and  discussed. 

In  regard  to  the  name  which  has  been  chosen,  "  The 
Philosophical  Society  op  Washington,"  it  is  proper 
to  remark  that  it  was  adopted  not  without  considerable 
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deliberation.  The  term  "Philosophical''  was  chosen  not 
to  denote,  as  it  generally  does,  in  the  present  day,  the  un- 
bounded field  of  speculative  thought,  which  embraces  the 
possible  as  well  as  the  actual  of  existence,  but  to  be  used 
in  its  restricted  sense  to  indicate  those  branches  of  know- 
ledge that  relate  to  the  positive  facts  and  laws  of  the  phy- 
sical and  moral  universe.  The  second  term,  *'  Washington," 
was  selected  to  denote  the  fact  that  the  Society  is  a  local 
establishment;  that  it  arrogates  to  itself  nothing  on  account 
of  its  position  at  the  national  capital ;  makes  no  claim  to  any 
connection  with  the  government,  nor  to  being,  in  any  re- 
spect, a  special  representative  of  the  science  of  the  country. 
The  importance  of  such  a  society  must  be  evident  to  all 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  science.  It  is 
mainly  through  the  influence  exerted  and  the  assistance 
rendered  by  such  associations  that  science  is  advanced  and 
its  results  given  to  the  world.  Man  is  a  sympathetic 
being,  and  no  incentive  to  mental  exertion  is  more  powerful 
than  that  which  springs  from  a  desire  for  the  approbation 
of  his  fellow  men :  besides  this,  frequent  interchange  of 
ideas  and  appreciative  encouragement  are  almost  essential 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  labors  requiring  profound 
thought  and  continued  mental  exertion.  Hence,  it  is  im- 
portant that  those  engaged  in  similar  pursuits  should  have 
opportunities  for  frequent  meetings  at  stated  periods ;  this 
is  more  particularly  the  case  with  the  cultivators  of  abstract 
science,  who  find  but  comparatively  few  fully  capable  of 
appreciating  the  value  of  their  labors,  even  in  a  community 
how  much  soever  enlightened  it  may  be  on  general  subjects. 
The  students  of  history,  of  literature,  of  politics,  and  of  art 
find  everywhere  men  who  can  enter  in  some  degree  into  their 
pursuits,  and  who  can  appreciate  their  merits  and  derive 
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pleasnre  from  their  writings  or  conversation;  while  the 
mathematician,  the  astronomer,  the  physicist,  the  chemist, 
the  biologist,  and  the  student  of  descriptive  natural  history 
meet  with  few,  comparatively,  who  can  sympathize  with 
them  in  their  pursuits,  or  who  have  a  sufficient  knowledge 
of  their  particular  subjects  to  be  able  to  award  them  that 
intelligent  appreciation  and  encouragement  essential  to 
their  sustained  and  laborious  effi>rts.  To  them,  the  world 
consists  of  a  few  individuals,  to  whom  they  are  to  look  for 
that  critical  judgment  of  their  merits  which  is  to  be  finally 
adopted  by  the  general  public,  and  with  these  it  is  of  the 
first  importance  that  they  should  have  more  frequent  inter- 
course than  that  which  arises  from  casual  meetings. 

Furthermore,  a  society  of  this  kind  becomes  a  means 
of  instruction  to  all  its  members,  the  knowledge  of  each 
becoming,  as  it  were,  the  knowledge  of  the  whole.  Again, 
there  is  a  common  bond  of  union  between  all  branches  of 
science,  since  they  all  relate  to  the  existence  and  laws  of 
the  same  universe  in  which  the  more  we  extend  our  know- 
ledge the  more  we  find  of  "  unity  in  the  midst  of  infinite 
diversity."  This  connection  is  obvious  in  the  relations  of 
astronomy,  mathematics,  and  physics,  as  well  as  in  those 
of  geology,  chemistry,  and  biology,  which  are  so  closely 
related  in  many  cases  as  to  be  separable  only  by  conven- 
tional limits.  In  a  society,  therefore,  like  the  one  in  ques- 
tion, embracing  in  its  objects,  as  it  does,  all  branches  of 
science,  each  investigator  may  find  others  cultivating  fields 
separated  from  his  own  by  insensible  degrees,  from  whom 
he  can  have  not  only  full  sympathy  and  adequate  appre- 
ciation, but  also,  in  many  instances,  important  suggestions 
tod  essential  aid. 

The  governing  body  of  such  a  society,  in  order  that  the 
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organization  may  produce  the  desired  eflfect,  must  be  largely 
composed  of  men  who,  by  education  and  experience  in  the 
processes  of  investigation,  are  justly  entitled  to  the  appel- 
lation of  "scientific,"  and  who,  from  their  positive  contri- 
butions to  the  science  of  the  day,  are  acknowledged  by 
the  scientific  world  as  worthy  of  this  distinction.  It  is 
true,  useful  societies  are  formed  for  the  self-improvement 
of  their  members  by  the  production  of  essays  on  various 
subjects,  or  by  cultivation  of  branches  of  natural  history 
requiring  no  previous  special  training :  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, however,  needs  something  of  a  higher  order, 
namely,  a  society  for  the  advancement  of  science,  since  in 
no  other  city  in  the  Union  are  there  so  many  men,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  connected  with  scientific  pur- 
suits, or  so  many  facilities  for  scientific  investigation. 

The  Philosophical  Society  of  Washington,  though  of  a 
local  and  unostentatious  character,  may,  if  true  to  itself  and 
its  mission,  accomplish  much  towards  increasing  the  repu- 
tation of  the  country  and  influencing  public  opinion  with 
regard  to  questions  of  a  scientific  character.  However 
wide  the  diffusion  of  general  knowledge,  public  opinion  in 
regard  to  scientific  questions  must  eventually  be  determined 
by  the  authority  of  societies,  journals,  and  individuals,  of 
established  scientific  reputation.  It  is  therefore  of  the  first 
importance  that  the  operations  of  this  Society  be  conducted 
with  great  care,  and  that  nothing  be  given  to  the  world 
under  its  sanction  which  is  not  based  upon  thorough  inves- 
tigation or  established  scientific  principles.  We  should  be 
warned  by  the  fate  of  a  society  established  in  this  city 
some  thirty  years  ago,  which,  although  it  included  among 
its  members  a  few  men  of  true  science,  was  under  the  con- 
trol principally  of  amateurs  and  politicians,  and  therefore 
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uras  unfit  to  discharge  the  duty  which  it  claimed  as  one  of 
its  functions,  to  decide  questions  of  a  strictly  scientific 
character.  It  should  have  been  borne  in  mind  bj  this 
association  that  votes  on  questions  in  science  should  be 
fveighedf  not  counted  I  Had  the  proposition  of  the  n^otion 
of  the  earth  been  decided  in  the  days  of  Galileo  by  the 
popular  voice,  this  philosopher  and  his  friends  would  have 
been  vastly  in  the  minority.  The  society  to  which  I  allude, 
after  achieving  an  unenviable  notorietj^  by  assuming  to  be 
the  arbiter  of  the  science  of  the  country,  gradually  sunk 
into  oblivion,  from  which  its  memory  should  not  be  re- 
called except  as  a  warning  to  those  who  would  adventure 
in  the  same  line. 

It  is  an  essential  feature  of  a  scientific  society  that 
•every  communication  presented  to  it  should  be  subject  to 
free  critical  discussion.  Such  discussion  not  only  enlivens 
the  proceedings,  but  is,  generally,  instructive,  frequently 
eliciting  facts  which,  though  insignificant  when  isolated, 
when  brought  together  mutually  illustrate  each  other,  and 
lead,  ultimately,  to  important  conclusions.  The  extent  to 
which  discussions  may  be  allowed  evidently  depends  on 
the  candor  and  temper  of  those  who  engage  in  them. 
Among  the  things  to  be  avoided  are,  merely  verbal  criti- 
cism, undue  harshness  on  the  one  hand,  and  unmerited 
praise  on  the  other,  regard  being  had  to  truth  rather  than 
to  victory  or  mutual  adulation.  There  is  nothing,  perhaps, 
which  marks  more  distinctly  one  of  the  characteristics  of  a 
true  scientist  than  the  manner  in  which  he  receives  and  ap- 
propriates to  his  use  the  critical  remarks  that  may  be  made 
upon  his  communications.  He  can,  in  many  cases,  at  least, 
derive  from  them  the  indication  that  he  has  failed  to  pre- 
sent on  some  points  a  clear  statement  of  his  investigations; 
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or  that  in  some  other  points  his  conclusions  are  not  fully 
sustained  by  the  premises.  Unfortunately,  it  frequently 
happens  that  persons  of  a  sensitive  disposition  are  apt  to 
consider  criticism  of  the  kind  we  have  mentioned  as  per- 
sonal attacks,  and  that  it  is  as  offensive  to  doubt  the  accu- 
racy of  their  experiments  or  conclusions  as  it  is  to  doubt 
their  word.  It  should,  however,  be  recollected  that  the 
most  gifted  are  liable  to  err,  and  that  these  criticisms  are 
prior  to  publication,  and,  therefore,  of  value  to  the  perma- 
nent reputation  of  both  the  individual  and  the  society. 

Another  important  matter  in  regard  to  such  a  society  is 
the  publication  of  its  pro'jeedings.  If  its  object  were  merely 
the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  its  members,  it 
might  dispense  entirely  with  any  publication  whatever — 
even  with  the  announcement  of  its  existence.  If,  however, 
it  aspires  to  the  more  important  office  of  advancing  science, 
or  of  enlarging  the  bounds  of  thought  and  assisting  to  dif- 
fuse a  knowledge  of  new  truths,  it  should  then  publish, 
if  not  quarto  volumes  of  transactions,  at  least  a  bulletin 
of  its  proceedings.  This  publication  should  present  an 
exposition  of  the  organization  of  the  society,  its  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws,  give  a  list  of  the  members,  a  synopsis  of 
the  contents  of  all  communications  submitted  for  consider- 
ation, and  an  account  of  important  facts  which  may  be 
elicited  during  discussions  or  recalled  to  memory  at  the 
moment  by  association  of  ideas. 

Such  a  bulletin  will  enable  the  members  of  the  so- 
ciety to  publish  without  delay,  through  a  proper  channel, 
a  synopsis  of  their  investigations,  and,  also,  minor  facts 
and  inferences  not  considered,  in  themselves,  of  sufficient 
importance  to  form  a  communication  to  a  scientific  journal 
or  to  occupy  a  place  in  philosophical  transactions.    Such 
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facts  are,  nevertheless,  frequently  found  to  be  valuable 
contributions  to  the  general  stock  of  knowledge.  Were 
it  possessed  of  the  requisite  funds,  the  society  might 
establish  a  higher  reputation  by  the  publication  of  inde- 
pendent transactions.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  this  is  not 
the  case,  the  next  best  plan  should  be  adopted,  namely, 
that  of  publishing  papers  in  full  through  other  channels, 
such,  for  instance,  as  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  re- 
ports of  government  bureaus,  and  scientific  journals.  In 
such  cases,  the  bulletin  should  contain  references  as  to  where 
the  articles  in  full  are  to  appear,  and  in  this  respect  it 
would  do  good  service  in  assisting  to  make  more  generally 
known  the  valuable  contributions  to  science  which  are 
diffused  through  voluminous  executive  and  congressional 
documents  not  readily  accessible  to  the  scientific  world. 

The  editing  of  the  bulletin  should  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretaries  and  a  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  and  a  number  should  be  issued  as  often  as  mate- 
rial of  the  proper  character  and  of  sufficient  quantity  is 
accumulated.  It  should  be  distributed  to  the  principal 
learned  societies  of  this  and  other  countries,  and  may  also 
be  presented  to  leading  journals  in  this  and  other  cities. 
Without  at  least  such  a  publication,  the  society  cannot 
have  a  recognized  existence. 

I  have  stated  that  there  is  no  city  in  the  United  States, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  where  there 
are  so  many  men  of  education  actively  engaged  in  pursuits 
connected  with  science  as  in  Washington.  In  illustration 
of  this  remark  I  may  refer  to  those  who  are  engaged  in 
the  Coast  Survey,  the  Office  of  Weights  and  Measures,  the 
National  Observatory,  the  Nautical  Almanac,  Patent  Office, 
Engineer  Department,  Hydrographio  Office,  Ordnance  De- 
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partment,  Medical  Departments  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
Lighthouse  Board,  Signal  Corps,  Agricultural  Department, 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  Census  Office,  Bureaus  of  Navigation 
and  Steam  Engineering,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  etc. 
etc.  In  addition  to  this,  no  city  in  the  Union  possesses 
more  ample  facilities,  in  the  way  of  books  and  implements, 
for  the  prosecution  of  scientific  research.  The  library  of 
Congress,  enriched  by  the  Smithsonian  Deposit  with  the 
transactions  of  all  the  principal  learned  societies  of  the 
world,  is  almost  unrivalled  in  scientific  works.  If  to  this 
extensive  collection  we  add  the  special  libraries  of  the 
Patent  Office,  the  Agricultural  Department,  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey, the  National  Observatory,  and  of  the  Surgeon-Gene- 
ral's Office,  we  have  a  collection  of  modern  books  on  science, 
accessible  to  the  members  of  the  society,  scarcely  surpassed 
by  the  collections  of  the  most  favored  cities  of  the  old 
world.  Nor  are  the  articles  of  apparatus  necessary  for 
any  line  of  investigation  beyond  the  reach  of  any  member 
of  the  Society  who  may  possess  the  knowledge  and  skill 
requisite  to  their  proper  use.  There  is  great  liberality  on 
the  part  of  the  heads  of  departments  in  the  way  of  fur- 
nishing apparatus  that  may  in  any  degree  facilitate  the 
special  investigations  under  their  direction. 

Among  those  connected  with  the  various  organiza- 
tions just  mentioned,  a  considerable  number  are  engaged 
in  original  investigations,  the  results  of  which  are  of  inte- 
rest to  the  scientific  world,  and  which  will  be  facilitated 
and  improved  by  the  discussions  of  this  Society.  Fur- 
thermore, in  the  daily  operations  of  the  different  establish- 
ments, facts  of  scientific  importance  are  continually  becom- 
ing evident  which  would  be  lost  if  not  preserved  in  the 
records  of  the  Society.     It  is  not,  however,  alone  to  facili- 
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tate  operations  now  going  on,  or  to  preserve  facts  that  may 
have  been  casually  discovered,  but,  also,  to  suggest  new 
investigations  and  to  encourage  others  to  enter  the  field 
of  research  who  have  not  yet  essayed  their  hand  in  this 
direction.  In  the  great  domain  of  science,  there  is  abundant 
room  for  an  infinite  number  of  laborers  of  different  grades 
of  attainment  and  original  powers  of  mind.  A  series  of 
careful  observations  made  with  proper  instruments,  with 
regularity  and  precision,  which  requires  little  more  than 
the  exercise  of  the  senses  and  a  conscientious  regard  for 
truth,  is  frequently  a  valuable  contribution  to  science.  A 
scries  of  analyses  in  which  prescribed  formulas  are  ob- 
served, and  in  the  application  of  which  no  more  talent  is 
required  than  that  which  is  possessed  by  the  majority  of 
persons  of  ordinary  ability  and  education,  may  give  results 
of  scientific  value.  For  the  production  of  results  of  the 
kind  mentioned,  and  those  which  are  effected  by  the  scientist 
who  is  capable  of  detecting  hitherto  undiscovered  facts 
and  developing  new  laws,  there  is  room  for  all  grades  of 
talent  and  of  powers  of  original  investigation.  It  is  asto- 
nishing how  much  may  be  done  by  the  association  of  minds 
determined  on  a  common  pursuit ;  how  much,  under  such 
conditions  as  exist  in  the  city  of  Washington,  may  be 
effected  in  the  way  of  directing  attention  to  special  lines 
of  investigation,  in  suggesting  questions  to  be  asked  of 
nature,  and  in  pointing  out  the  ready  means  by  which 
the  answers  may  be  elicited,  by  arousing  into  activity 
talents  which,  without  such  stimulus  and  suggestion,  would 
•ver  remain  dormant. 

The  bane  of  many  societies  is  the  time  consumed  in 
details  of  business  and  in  the  discussion  of  non-essential 
points  relative  to  their  government.     Happily,  the  organ- 
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ization  adopted  by  this  Society  obviates  this  evil  and  se* 
cures  the  devotion  of  almost  every  evening  exclusively  to 
its  legitimate  purposes.  For  the  government  of  men  whose 
object  is  the  advance  of  truths  but  few  rules  are  necessary, 
and  these,  unlike  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians — 
expressed  in  inexorable  codes — must  consist  of  simple 
principles,  readily  adaptable  to  all  contingencies. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  with  so  many  facilities 
as  exist  in  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  pursuit  of  sci- 
ence, this  Society  would  be  derelict  of  duty  did  it  fail  to 
materially  aid,  through  communion  of  thought  and  con- 
cert of  action,  the  advancement  of  the  great  cause  of  human 
improvement.  I  am  happy,  however,  in  cherishing  the 
opinion  that  the  success  of  "The  Philosophical  Society  of 
Washington"  is  scarcely  any  longer  problematical,  and  in 
this  I  am  sustained  by  the  record  of  its  transactions. 
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CONSTITUTION 

or  THK 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON. 


Article  I.  The  name  of  this  Society  shall  be  The  Phil- 
osophical Society  op  Washington. 

Article  IL  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, four  Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  and  two  Secretaries. 

Article  III.  There  shall  be  a  General  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  officers  of  the  Society,  and  nine  other  members. 

Article  IV.  The  officers  of  the  Society  and  the  other 
members  of  the  General  Committee,  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally by  ballot ;  they  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors 
are  elected,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Article  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Committee 
to  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Society,  and  to 
transact  all  its  business. 

Article  VI.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  amended 
except  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  those  present  at  an  an- 
nual meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  after  notice  of 
the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  in  writing  at  a 
stated  meeting  of  the  Society  at  least  four  weeks  previously. 

The  General  Committee  also  reported  the  Standing  Rules 
for  the  government  of  the  Society,  which  had  been  enacted 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution. 
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FOR  THB  GOTBRNMBKT  OP  TBB 


PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON 


1.  The  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  at  8 
o'clock  P.  M.  on  every  alternate  Saturday,  the  place  of  meet- 
ing to  be  designated  by  the  General  Committee. 

2.  The  Annual  Meeting  for  the  election  of  oflBcers  shall  be 
the  first  stated  meeting  in  the  month  of  November.  When 
necessary,  Special  Meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President. 

8.  Notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  meetings  shall  be  sent 
to  each  member  by  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

4.  The  Stated  Meetings,  with  the  exception  of  the  annual 
meeting,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  and  discussion 
of  scientific  subjects. 

6.  Communications  intended  for  publication  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Society  shall  be  submitted  in  writing  lo  the 
General  Committee  for  approval. 

6.  New  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee, after  having  been  proposed  in  writing  by  at  least 
three  members  of  the  Society. 

7.  Each  member  shall  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer  the 
sum  of  five  dollars,  and  no  member  whose  dues  are  unpaid 
shall  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers. 

The  Committee  further  reported  for  the  information  of  the 
members  of  the  Society,  the  Standing  Bules  which  they  had 
enacted  for  the  government  of  the  General  Committee,  viz. : — 
(  xvi  ) 
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or  THB 

GENERAL  COMMITTEE 

OP  THB 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 


1.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  shall  hold  like  of&ces  in  the  General  Committee. 

2.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meetings 
of  the  Committee,  and  to  appoint  Sub- Committees. 

3.  The  Sub  Committees  shall  prepare  business  for  the 
General  Committee,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  entrusted  to  them. 

4.  There  shall  be  two  Standing  Subcommittees,  one  on 
Communications  for  the  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society,  and 
another  on  Publications. 

5.  The  General  Committee  shall  meet  at  half  past  seven 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  each  stated  meeting,  and  by  ad- 
journment at  other  times. 

6.  For  all  purposes,  except  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Standing  Bules  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Society,  and  the 
election  of  members,  six  members  of  the  Committee  shall 
constitute  a  quorum. 

2  (  xvii  ) 
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BULLETIN 

OP 

THE   PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
WASHINGTON. 


This   Society  had  its  origin  in   the  following   initiatorj 
letter: — 

Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  LL.D. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  request  you  to  preside  at  a 
meeting  which  they  propose  to  hold  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  society,  having  for  its  object  the  free  exchange  of  views  on 
scientific  subjects,  and  the  promotion  of  scientific  inquiry  among 
its  members. 


M.  C.  Meios, 
Benjamin  Peirob, 
Theo.  Gill, 
Peter  Parker, 
F.  B.  Meek, 
T.  R.  Peale, 
Wm.  B.  Taylor, 
Ohas.  a.  Schott, 

E.  B.  Elliott, 

F.  V.  Hayden, 
J.  E  Hiloard, 
J.  H.  Lane, 
S.  F.  Baird, 
Walter  L.  Nicholson, 
Wm.  H  Dall, 

B.  Franklin  Greene, 
S.  V.  Ben6t, 


Horace  Capron, 
Thomas  Antisell, 
J.  J.  Woodward, 

J.  S.  BlLLINQS, 

J.  K.  Barnes, 
C.  H.  Crane, 
George  A.  Otis, 
Albert  J.  Myer, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Asaph  Hall, 
Simon  Newcomb, 
Wm.  Harkness, 

B.  F.  Craig, 

J.  H.  C.  Coffin, 
Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
George  H.  Elliot, 
W.  T.  Sherman, 

(19) 
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Georqe  C.  Sohaeffer,  A.  B.  Dter, 

Thos.  Lincoln  Casey,  J.  B.  Wheeler, 

Jno.  G.  Parke,  A.  B.  Eaton, 

B.  F.  Sands,  Elisha  Foote, 

Salmon  P.  Chase. 


1st  Meeting.  March  13,  1871. 

Prof.  Joseph  Hbnrt  in  the  Chair. 

In  response  to  this  call,  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers  thereto 
was  convened  and  held  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  the 
Regent's  room,  on  Monday,  March  13,  1871.  The  outline  of  a 
Constitation  was  adopted,  and  under  it  the  following  gentlemen, 
who  collectively  should  constitute  a  General  Committee  for  the 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Society,  were  elected  officers : — 

PRESIDENT. 
Joseph  Henry. 

vice-presidents. 
M.  C.  Meios,  Horace  Capron, 

J.  E.  HiLGARD,  Wm.  B.  Taylor. 

treasurer. 
Peter  Parker. 

secretaries.  ' 
B.  F.  Craig,  Theodore  Gill. 

MEMBERS  AT  LARGE  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 
Thomas  Antisell,  E.  B.  Elliott, 

J.  H.  C.  CoppiN,  W.  T.  Sherman, 

S.  Newcomb,  T.  L.  Casey, 

S.  P.  BairdI  T.  a.  Jenkins, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 

The  Constitution  was  then  referred  to  the  General  Committee 
for  verbal  expression ;  and  the  Committee  was  also  empowered 
to  propose  Rules  and  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  the  Society. 
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2DMuTiNa.  March  18,  18*71. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Professor  S.  F.  Baibd  commanicated  to  the  Society,  on  behalf 
of  the  author,  a  copy  of  a  memoir  entitled — 

OFFICIAL  BBPOBT  OF  THK  YELLOWSTONE  EXPEDITION  OF  1870,    BY 
LIEUT.  Q.  C.  DOANE,  2d  U.  8.  CAVALRY. 

(7%M  Report  mil  be  found  published  in  full  as  Official  DocunwfU,  Senate, 
No,  51,  4l$t  Congress^  3d  Seasion,) 


3d  Meeting.  Apbil  1,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  General  Committee  reported  to  the  Society  the  "  Consti- 
tution," which  was  adopted. 

(For  the  Constitution  and  Standing  Rules  see  pp.  14,  15,  16.) 

The  President  announced  that  the  following  gentlemen  had 
been  appointed  on  the  Sub-Committees,  viz..: — 

sub-committees. 

Ov  Papbrb  akd  Ebsatb  : 

Chairman,  J.  J.  Woodward  ; 

S.  L.  Casey,  J.  E.  Hiloabd. 

Oir  Publication  : 

Chairman^  S.  P.  Baird  ; 

B.  F.  Craio,  Theodore  Gill. 

The  transaction  of  business  being  concluded,  General  M.  C. 
Meios  laid  before  the  Society  a  map  of  the  head  waters  of  the 
Yellowstone  and  Lewis  rivers. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Hilgard  read  a  paper  entitled — 

on  the  distance  traversed  by  approaching  the  north  pole 
on  a  loxodromic  curve. 
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Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  stated  that  having  had  occasion  to  deter- 
mine the  geographical  centre  of  the  United  States,  or  the  centre 
of  gravity  of  the  surface  of  the  country,  he  had  ascertained  it  to 
be  near  the  Black  Hills  of  Wyoming  Territory 

Professor  Joseph  Henrt  made  an  oral  communication 
ON  phenomena  of  sound  and  expeeuments  with  tuning  forks: 
illustrating  his  statements  by  means  of  a  set  of  resounding  cavities. 

Dr.  Wm.  Thomson  of  Philadelphia  communicated  a  memoir 
entitled — 

ON  A  NEW  METHOD  FOR  DETECTING  AND   MEASURING  THE  OPTIOAX 
DEFECTS  OF  THE  EYE. 

(TA«  substance  of  this  communication  is  published  under  the  title,  **An  Addi- 
tional Test  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Correction  of  the  Optical  Defects  of 
the  Eye^^*  in  The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  N.  JS; 
vol.  lix.,  pp.  76-fiO.) 


4th  Meeting.  April  15,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  exhibited  a  chronograph  of  the  kind  devised 
by  Hippe  of  Neuchatel,  and  explained  its  construction. 

Qen.  A.  B.  Eaton  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  preservation  OF  FOODS, 

and  exhibited  specimens  of  preserved  meats. 

Col.  T.  L.  Casey  communicated  a  Report  by  Capt  Chas.  W. 
Raymond,  U.  S.  Engineers, 

ON  THE  RESULTS  OF  TRAVELS  IN  ALASKA   AND  THE  DETERMINATION 
OF  THE  POSITION  OF  FORT  YUKON. 

(TAi<  Report  is  published  as  Executive  Document  No.  12,  Senate,  42d  Con^ 
gress,  1st  Session,) 
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5th  MEETiNa  April  29,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Admiral  B.  F.  Sands  communicated,  in  the  name  of  Professor 
Asaph  HALL^an  abstract  of  a  paper 

ON  THX  ELEBIENTS  OF  THE  OOMET  I,  1871. 
(ABSTRACT.) 

This  comet  was  discovered  by  Dr.  Winnecke  at  Carlsruhe, 
April  7th,  and  was  also  independently  discovered  by  Mr.  Lewis 
Swift  at  Marathon,  New  York,  on  April  15th,  1871.  Notice  of 
its  discovery  was  received  at  the  Naval  Observatory  April  19th, 
and  it  was  observed  there  on  the  20th,  23d,  and  24th,  cloudy 
weather  preventing  further  observations.  Although  the  observa- 
tions are  not  well  situated  to  give  a  good  determination  of  the 
orbit,  the  following  elements  have  been  computed  : — 

Pbrihbliov  Passaob,  1871,  June  10,  496,  Washington  mean  time. 
Longitade  of  Perihelion,  140©  49'  13"    )     .  _     , 

Longitude  Ascending  Node,         279      3    31      \   Apparent  Equinox 
Inclination  of  Orbit  Plane,  87    42    23     )  April -ii!. 

Logarithm  Perihelion  Distance,  9.82206. 
Motion  Direct. 

Compating  with  these  elements  the  Altona  observation  of  April 
9th,  the  following  differences  are  found — 

Jx  =3  r-  O'.S,  and  dB=»+  OM  : 

from  which  it  appears  that  these  elements  must  be  a  tolerable 
approximation  to  the  truth. 

When  first  discovered  the  comet  was  about  95  degrees  in  true 
anomaly  from  its  perihelion,  and  is  therefore  approaching  the 
Sun,  and  the  computations  show  that  it  is  slowly  approaching  the 
Earth.  Its  motion,  however,  in  heliocentric  longitade  is  so  small 
that  it  will  be  apparently  very  near  the  Sun.  Were  it  not  for 
this  it  might  become  visible  to  the  naked  eye  after  the  next  full 
moon.  Its  distance  from  the  Earth  is  about  1.8  of  the  Sun's 
mean  distance,  and  as  it  is  easily  observed  in  the  telescope  it  is 
in  reality  a  bright  comet. 

.  Mr.  J.  E.  HiLOARD  exhibited  a  chronoscope  devised  by  Hippe, 
of  Nenchatel,  and  explained  its  application  in  the  determination 
of  the  rate  of  transmission  of  nerve-power. 

By  request,  Major  Kino  made  a  verbal  report 

ON     THE     CONSTRUCTION     OP    THE     BRIDGE     ACROSS    BAST    RIVER 
BETWEEN  BROOKLYN  AND  NEW  YORK. 
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6th  Meeting.  Mat  13,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Prof.  S.  F.  Baird  comma<iicated  a  paper  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Butcher 

ON  TWO  IMMENSE  METEORITES  AT  CONCEPTION  AND  SAN  OREOORIO, 

IfEXIOO. 

(  Concerning  the  subject  of  this  communication^  see  "  7^e  precise  geographical 

position  of  the  large  mass  of  Meteoric  Iron  in  Northern  Mexico  [e^c] 

bg  J.  Laubbmcb  Smith  ;  The  American  Journal  of  Science, 

3<f  series,  vol,  ii.,  pp.  335-338.) 

Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  a  communication 

•    ON    THE    ALLEGED    HERMAPHRODITE    DESCRIBED    BT    DR8.    ACCLT, 
BLACKMAN,  AND  JACKSON. 

{This  communication  is  published  under  the  title^  *^ Remarks  on  a  Supposed 

Case  of  Hermaphroditism^*^  in  The  American  Journal  of  the  MediccU 

Sciences,  N.  S,,  vol.  Ixii.,  pp.  123-125,  Julg,  1871.) 

(▲B8TBACT.) 

Dr.  Woodward  exhibited  a  wet  preparation  of  the  generative 
organs  in  a  case  of  supposed  hermaphroditism,  and  a  plaster  cast 
of  the  same.  The  specimen  was  originally  described  in  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  July,  1853.  and  has 
subsequently  been  quoted  in  works  on  medical  jurisprudence  as 
one  of  hermaphroditism.  It  was  recently  presented  to  the  Army 
Medical  Museum,  and  being  well  preserved  in  alcohol,  was  sub- 
jected to  further  dissection  and  a  careful  microscopical  examina- 
tion. The  partB  supposed  to  be  ovaries  were  simply  little  masses 
of  adipose  tissue,  and  the  case  was  in  fact  merely  one  of  unde- 
scended testicle  in  an  otherwise  well-developed  male. 

Dr.  Theodore  Gill  read  a  paper 

ON   THE   CHARACTERISTICS  AND   ZOOLOGICAL   RELATIONS  OF   MAN. 

(ABSTRACT.) 

Prof.  Gill  adverted  to  the  various  beliefs  respecting  the  origin 

of  man,  contrasted  those  of  Lord  Monboddo  and  Darwin,  and 

successively  enumerated  those  characters  which  man  shared  in 

common  with  animals  generally,  and  in  addition  thereto,  with 

.  Vertebrates,  with  all  Mammals,  with  the  placental  mammals,  with 
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the  ^'Edacable''  division  of  the  latter,  and  with  those  constituting 
the  order  Primates  and  the  suborder  Anthropoidea.  After  the 
elimination  of  those  forms  whose  structure  was  thus  shown  to  be 
saecessivelj  removed  from  his,  he  contrasted  man  in  a  final  term 
with  the  apes,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  there  exist  no 
structural  (morphological)  characters  which  would  be  admitted 
to  possess  more  than  family  value,  were  we  able  to  divest  our- 
selves of  personal  and  psychological  prejudices,  and  asserted  that 
such  was  the  view  of  the  majority  of  the  most  approved  students 
of  the  mammals.  Man's  relations  might  be  exhibited  in  a  qnasi- 
genealogical  table  by  a  stem  from  the  same  common  branch  as 
the  higher  apes,  and  if  the  doctrine  of  evolution  is  accepted  at 
all,  such  a  table  would  express  for  the  believer  therein  the  fact 
of  a  derivation  of  man  and  the  highest  apes  from  the  same  com- 
mon and  specialized  stock. 


7th  Meeting.  Mat  21,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  T.  Antisell  exhibited,  on  the  part  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  a  vial  of  dust  charged  with  organic  matter  from 
Bitliz,  Armenia. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  presented  a  paper 

ON  the   relative  value  of  ALASKA   TO  THE  UNITED  STATES,   AS 
COMPARED  WITH  THAT  OF  OTHER  TERRITORIAL  ACQUISITIONS. 

{TkU  article  wot  published  in  full  under  the  title  ^^h  Alaeha  a  Paying  Invest  - 

mentf"  in  Harpers*  New  Monthly  Magazine,  vol.  xliv,,  pp. 

252-257,  January,  1872.) 

(▲B8TBACT.) 

After  sabmitting  estimates  of  the  cost  and  value  of  Texas, 
Florida,  and  New  Mexico  (including  Arizona),  and  showing  that 
the  direct  taxes  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  can- 
not be  taken  as  an  index  of  the  value  to  the  comronnity  at  large 
of  any  given  region,  Mr.  Dall  gave  the  following  statement  of 
items  as  the  data  on  which  to  found  an  estimate  of  the  present 
value  of  the  productions  of  Alaska. 
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Direct  taxes  as  established  by  law  : — 

Anuaal  rental  of  seal  fishery $55,000  00 

Tax  on  seal  skiDs,  50,000  allowed  to  be  taken  by  present 

regalations 100,000  00 

Bonos,  62^  cents  each,  on  such  skins         ....  31,250  00 

Bonos  on  oil  65  cents  per  gallon,  of  which  the  yield  is  esti- 
mated at  one  gallon  for  each  seal  killed      .        .        .  27,500  00 
Supplies  and  schools  to  be  famished  to  natires  of  seal  islands         2,000  00 

Productions : — 

Valoe  of  seal  skins  above  taxes 318,750  00 

Furs  from  Yukon  district  annoally 75,000  00 

Other  continental  fors 10,000  OO 

Fish  aud  fors  of  Sitkan  district  according  to  Maj.  Tidball's 

Report 61,000  00 

Annual  yield  of  sea  otter  trade,  estimated  at  one-third  the 

annoal  yield  of  the  last  twenty  years                   .         .  65,000  00 

Walros  ivory  and  oil  (1868) 7,600  00 

Bait  codfish  (10,612,000  lbs.  in  1870)          .        .         .        .  764,840  00 

Cod-liver  oil  (10,000  gallons  in  1866)         .         .«        .      "  .  10,000  00 
Whale  oil  and  bone  from  Alaskan  waters,  estimated  at  one- 
third   the  whole   Behring  Sea  catch   annually,  via., 

466,666  lbs.  bone  and  1,179,000  gallons  oil           .         .  869,499  60 

Ice  trade 28,000  00 

Spars  and  timber 2,000  00 

ToUl  annoal  production $2,407,339  60 

From  this  are  to  be  deducted  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Ter- 
ritory and  the  cost  of  production  of  the  various  articles,  leaving 
as  a  net  profit  over  all  expenses  of  every  description,  past  and 
present,  the  sum  of  $674,201  30  annually.  This  is  equivalent  to 
a  net  profit  of  isight  per  cent. ;  while  by  similar  estimates  Florida 
pays  four  per  cent.,  Texas  twenty  per  cent,  and  New  Mexico 
less  than  nothing,  annually. 

The  total  cost  of  Alaska  up  to  Jan.  1,  1871,  is  $8,873,370  25, 
and  the  present  annual  expenses  are  $529,468  50. 

Dr.  Theodore  Hiloard,  of  St.  Louis,  made  a  verbal  commu- 
nication 

ON  THE  NUMBER  OP  THE  CEPHALIC  VERTEBRiB. 

iTkis  communication  is  published  in  full  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American 
Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  Twentieth  Meeting.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


phuiosophioal  society  of  washington.  2t 

8th  Meeting.  June  10,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  presented  a  memoir 

ON  THE  NATURE  AND  ORIGIN  OF  FORCE.  * 

{This  communication  is  puhlithed  in  full  under  the  title^  ^* Thoughts  on  the 
Nature  and  Origin  of  Force^*'*  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  1870,  pp,  241-257.) 

(▲B8TBACT.) 

The  "Conservation  of  Force"  is  not  an  axiom,  as  it  seems  natu- 
ral to  regard  it,  bat  a  corollary — dependent  on  the  coexistence  in 
all  matter  of  two  opposing  tendencies,  attraction  and  repulsion. 
Were  any  form  of  matter  absolutely  incompressible  (and  hence 
inelastic),  there  would  be  in  every  case  of  the  collision  of  such 
iDdtter,  a  simple  destruction  of  vis  viva. 

Motion  is  not  the  only  exhibition  of  force — as  we  have  a  large 
array  of  static  forces — nor  the  measure  of  force,  since  it  is  not 
proportional  thereto,  but  follows  the  law  of  the  square  root  of  the 
power  originating  it.  Contrary,  therefore,  to  a  not  unusual  gen- 
eralization, motion  is  not  persistent,  but  may  be  destroyed,  re- 
sulting in  static  force,  and  it  may  be  created  or  produced  from 
static  force.  The  phenomena  of  so-called  "latent  heat"  may  be 
cited  as  an  example. 

If  we  accept  the  nebular  hypothesis  of  the  cosmogony,  all  force 
was  originally  static ;  and  observation  shows  us  that  it  is  on  the 
whole  ever  becoming  more  and  more  kinetic,  ever  more  and  more 
eqoably  diffused ;  the  tendency  being  steadily  to  what  Professor 
Sir  William  Thomson  has  designated  the  **  Dissipation  of  Energy." 
The  som  of  the  static  or  potential,  and  of  the  kinetic  forms  of 
energy,  is  of  course  forever  constant,  or  unalterable. 

The  so-called  "vital  forces"  have  been  shown  in  recent  times 
to  be  bat  a  portion  of  the  preexisting  store  of  purely  mechanical 
energy.  Not  only  organic  nutrition,  growth,  and  movement,  but 
the  more  subtle  processes  of  thought  and  emotion  are  maintained 
from  without,  and  are  dependent  on  material  changes  and  the 
transference  of  molecular  motion.  All  animal  power  (like  all 
iDechanical  power  employed  by  man)  is  derived  ultimately  from 
the  v^table  storehouse  of  chemical  energy ;  and  the  store  of 
static  vegetable  force  is  derived  from  the  actinism  of  the  solar 
rays. 

These  successive  transfers  of  force  through  molecular  changes 
and  movements  are  therefore  but  expressions  of  dynamic  evolu- 
tion resulting  from  the  collisions  of  gravitative  or  attractive  forces 
with  repulsive  forces,  in  the  matter  of  the  celestial  bodies.  From 
which  it  results  that  the  origin  of  all  dynamic  displays  (no  less 
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than  their  perpetaal  conservation)  lies  in  the  static  affections 
either  inherent  in,  or  indelibly  stamped  upon  all  material  elements. 
The  derivative  and  convertible  forms  of  energy  shoald  not,  there- 
fore, be  confounded  with  the  primordial  and  immatable  forces 
resident  in  the  molecule  and  its  atoms — such  as  cohesive,  affini- 
tive, and  gitivitative  tendencies  or  affections. 

If  molecnlar  attractions  and  repulsions  are  really  the  parents 
of  all  dynamic  energy,  it  seems  wholly  improbable  that  any  form 
of  such  attraction  or  repulsion  can  ever  be  the  offspring  of  dyna- 
mic energy.  In  other  words,  we  must  infer  that  such  exhibitions 
of  molecular  attraction  and  repulsion  as  those  of  electricity  and 
magnetism,  however  seemingly  the  product  and  correlatives  of 
motion — as  of  friction  or  percussion,  of  light  or  heat,  of  chemical 
activity  or  gravitative  fall,  etc. — are  really  not  so  derived,  but  are 
to  be  regarded  as  being  only  unveiled  or  made  manifest,  from  a 
previous  condition  of  neutralization  by  a  static  equilibriuot 


9th  MBETiNa  June  24,  18U. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Prof.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper 

ON  ASTRONOMICAL  PHOTOGRAPHY. 

{Thit  paper  i$ published  under  the  title f  **0n  the  Application  of  Photography 

to  the  Determination  of  Astronomical  Datay**  in  the  American  Journal 

of  Science  and  Arts  (3),  vol.  tt.,  pp.  25-30,  Ju/y,  1871.) 

(ABSTRACT.) 

An  account  was  given  in  this  paper  of  what  had  been  accom- 
plished in  applying  photography  to  the  determination  of  exact 
astronomical  data.  Reference  was  made  to  the  labors  of  Messrs. 
Bond  and  De  la  Rue,  and  it  was  inferred:  (1)  that  in  the  case 
of  ordinary  observations  of  double  stars  the  photographic  method 
presents  no  advantages  over  the  direct  method  with  a  filar 
micrometer  or  heliometer ;  (2)  that  in  the  case  of  an  eclipse  of 
the  sun,  or  of  the  transit  of  a  planet,  the  results  hitherto  obtained 
are  such  as  to  give  but  little  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the 
photographic  method.  On  account  of  the  obvious  advantages 
which  the  photographic  method  possesses  over  the  observations 
of  contact  in  the  case  of  a  transit  of  Venus,  provided  that  the 
photographic  observations  can  be  rigorously  and  accurately  re- 
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doced,  attention  was  called  to  the  importance  of  making  early 
and  complete  experiments  for  determining  the  real  value  of  this 
method. 

Mr.  £.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  STATISTICS   OF  THE    BORROWING   POWER   OF    THE   UMITED 

STATES. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  POPULATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


10th  Meeting.  September  9,  187  L 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  evening  was  occupied  by  verbal  communications  from 
varioas  parties. 


11th  Meeting.  September  23,  18Y1. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Prof  S.  Newcomb  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  transits  OF  VENUS,  PAST  AND  FUTURE. 

Dr.  Theodore  Gill  made  some  remarks 

OH  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  FISH  FAUNA  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  DUE  TO  THE 
RESEARCHES  OF  PROF.  S.  F.  BAIRD,  U.  S.  FISH  COMMISSIONER. 

(7^  communication  was  substantially  as  published  under  the  title^  "On  recent 

additions  to  the  Fish  Fauna  of  Massachusetts^''*  in  the  Proceedings  of 

the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  for 

1873,  B.  pp.  34-36.) 
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12th  Meetinq.  October  7,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Prof.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper,  illustrated  by  a  diagram, 

ON  A  CURVE  OF  THE  FOURTH  DEGREE. 
(T^t's  paper  is  published  in  the  Educational  Times,  vol,  xtx.) 

(abstract.) 

The  curve  to  be  considered  arises  from  the  solution  of  the  fol- 
lowing question,  proposed  in  one  of  the  English  annuals: 
''Through  the  focus  of  an  ellipse  a  right  line  is  drawn  cutting 
the  ellipse  in  the  points  d  and  £,  and  at  the  middle  point  of  d  ■ 
an  indeGnite  right  line  is  drawn  perpendicular  to  D  e.  It  is  re- 
quired to  find  the  form  and  area  of  the  curve  that  this  perpen- 
dicular always  touches." 

Taking  the  centre  of  the  ellipse  as  the  origin  of  coSrdinates, 
and  its  principal  axes  as  the  axes  of  reference,  the  equation  of 
the  perpendicular  is 

a'y  nfi-{-  (a^x  —  c')  m* -[•  b^y  m  •^' b^x  ssz  o ; 

where  a  and  b  are  the  semi-axes  of  the  ellipse,  m  the  tangent 
of  the  angle  which  the  line  d  e  makes  with  the  axis  of  x,  and 
c  =s  ae;  denoting  by  e  the  eccentricity  of  the  ellipse.  The  equa- 
tion of  the  curve  sought  will  be  found  by  eliminating  m  between 
the  preceding  equation  and  its  first  derivative  with  respect  to  m. 
The  result  of  such  an  elimination  was  called  by  the  older  mathe- 
maticians the  resultant  of  the  two  equations,  and  in  the  phrase 
of  modern  algebra  it  is  called  the  eliminanL  Performing  the 
elimination  the  equation  of  the  curve  is  found  to  be — 

4a«6y-f  (8a«x«4-20a«c»j--.c«)6y-f  4x(a«x  — c»)»  =  o.     (1) 

Putting  A  =  a  e*,  and  solving  for  y  we  find, 

y  =  db^(v/Izfcv/AipT^)*(3^/T:^/Hr8l^).*    (2); 
where  the  upper  and  lower  signs  in  the  radical  expressions  must 
be  taken  together. 

This  elegant  form  for  the  value  of  y  follows  from  this  fact, 
that  in  the  solution  of  (1)  the  terms  in  x  retain  a  cubic  form 
through  two  successive  reductions.    Equation  (2)  shows  the  form 

of  the  curve.     It  is  confined  to  the  limits  a;  =  +  ^»  ^^^  ^  "^  —  o  J 

o 

and  has  double  points  for  these  values  of  x.  If  we  denote  the 
area  of  the  curve  by  a,  we  have 

^^*A  =  p(^^+v/AT8i)*  {zy/h-^Vh+nydx 
-J      {yH^y/ h+Ti)'    (^Z\/h'\-y/h+Vx)  dx. 
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Whence,  performing  the  integrations  and  restoring  the  value  of  h, 
we  have 

Dr.  B.  F.  Craiq  read  a  paper 

ON  TJH«  FLUCTUATIONS  OF  THE  TEMPERATURE  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY. 

( TkU  paper  is  published  under  the  title,  "  Variations  in  the  Temperature  of 

the  Human  Body^**  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts 

(3),  vol.  a.,  pp.  330-332,  Nov,  1871.) 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  presented  an  essay 

ON  THE  NEW  COINAGE  OF  JAPAN. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLQARD  read  an  essay 

ON  AN   EXPONENTIAL  FORMULA   HAVING   REFERENCE  TO  THE  TOLE- 
RANCE ALLOWED  AT  THE  U.  8.  MINT. 


13th  Meeting.  October  21,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Prof,  Bekj.  Pierce  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  HEAT  OF  THE  SUN. 

The  author  stated  that  he  desired  to  offer  evidence  confirmatory 
of  Mr.  Lane's  views  as  to  the  gaseous  constitution  of  the  sun, 
holding  that  the  outer  limit  was  fixed  by  laws  of  heat 

Prot  W.  Harkness  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  PHYSICAL  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  CORONA  OF  THE  SUN. 

(This  paper  is  published  in   Washington  Astronomical  Observations,  1869, 
Appendix  /.,  pp.  82-89.) 

Prof.  Joseph  Henry  made  a  communication 

ON  OBSERVATIONS   MADE  ON  A  JOURNEY  TO  CALIFORNIA  ; 
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this  paper  was  illustrated  by  the  rain-fall  maps  published  bj  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 


Uth  Meeting.  November  4,  1871. 

Vice-President  W.  B.  Tayloe  in  the  Chair. 

This  being  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  oflScers,  the 
Chairman  announced  the  order  of  proceedings  for  the  evening  as 
determined  on  by  the  general  committee.  As  the  result  of  the 
election,  Professor  Joseph  Henbt  was  unanimously  re-elected 
President ;  Generals  J.  K.  Barnes  and  M.  C.  Meiqs,  and 
Messrs.  Hilgard  and  Taylor,  Vice-Presidents ;  Hon.  Peter 
Parker,  Treasurer ;  Doctors  Gill  and  Craig,  Secretaries ;  and 
the  following  were  elected  members  at  large  of  the  General 
Committee : — 

S.  F.  Baird,  a.  Hall, 

T.  L.  Casey,  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  S.  Newcomb, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 
No  amendments  to  the  Constitution  having  been  made,  the 
chairman  announced  that  the  annual  address  of  the  President 
was  necessarily  deferred  until  a  subsequent  meeting  on  account 
of  his  absence  from  the  city. 
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OFFICERS 

OP  THB 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1871-1872. 

PRESIDENT. 
Joseph  Henry. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

M.  C.  Meigs,  W.  B.  Taylor, 

J.  E.  HiLGARD,  J.  E.  Barnes. 

TREASURER. 
Peter  Parker. 

SECRETARIES. 
B.  F.  Craig,  Theodore  Gill. 

ilBMBBRS'  AT  LARGE  OP  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

S.  F.  Baird,  a.  Hall, 

T.  L.  Casey,  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  S.  Nbwcomb, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  J.  J  Woodward, 

G.  H.  Elliot.* 

*  Sabseqnentljr  elected  to  fill  a  yaoanoj. 
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15th  Meeting.  November  18,  187 1. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  delivery  of  the  annual  address 
of  the  President. 

(This  Address  will  be  found  printed  in  full  in  the  introductory  portion  of  this 

volume. ) 

A  letter  to  Professor  Henry  from  Dr.  Bessels  was  read,  dated 
on  board  the  Polaris,  August  16th,  giving  some  account  of  the 
scientific  operations  of  the  North  Pole  Expedition  up  to  that 
date. 

Prof.  W.  Harkness  read  a  paper 

ON  THE    SPEOTBUM   OP  ENCKE'S    COMET,  AND    THE  APPEARANCE    OF 
TUTTLE'S  COMET. 

(  This  paper  is  essentially  as  published  in  Washington  Astronomical  Observa- 
tions, 1870,  Appendix  IL,  pp,  25-49.) 

Dr.  B.  F.  Craio  made  a  communication 

ON  apothecaries'  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 


16th  Meeting.  December  2,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair.    * 
Prof.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  astronomical  PROOF  OF  THE   EXISTENCE   OF  A  RESISTING 
•    MEDIUM  IN  SPACE. 

{This  paper  is  published  in  full  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science  and 
Arts  (3),  vol.  it.  pp,  404-408,  Dec.  1871.) 

Prof.  W.  Harkness  made  a  verbal  communication  regarding 
some  singular  results  that  he  had  lately  arrived  at  by  the  study 
of  the  spectrum  of  Encke's  comet. 

(^The  substance  of  this  communication  will  be  found  in  Washington  Astronomic 
cal  Observations,  1870,  Appendix  IL,  pp.  25-49.) 
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Mr.  Joseph  Henrt  read  an  eulogy 

ON  THE   LIFE  AND   SCIENTIFIC   LABORS  OF  THE   LATE  ALEXANDER 
DALLAS  BAOHE, 

who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  scientific  club  from  which 
ibis  society  took  its  origin. 

( TTiis  Eulogy  is  published  in  full  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  for  1870,  Appendix^  pp.  90-106.) 


Hth  Meeting.  December  16,  1871. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  read  a  paper 

0.v  the  westward  movement  of  the  population  of  the  united 

states. 

(This paper  is  published  under  the  title^  **The  Advance  of  Population  in  the 

United  States^*^  in  Scribner^s  Monthh  Afagazine,  vol,  tw.,  pp,  214-218, 

June,  1872.) 

Mr.  C.  S.  Peirce  read  a  paper 

ON  THE   appearance   OF   ENCKE'S   COMET   AS  SEEN   AT    HARVARD 
COLLEGE  OBSERVATORY. 

{T%e  substance  ofthi.i  communication  will  be  published  in  the  Annals  of  the 
Harvard  College  Observatory,) 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication 

OM   the  locus  of   the  point   of   equal   ILLUMINATION   BY  TWO 
L'NEQUAL  LIGHTS  TREATED  BY  THE  QUATERNION  ANALYSIS. 

Mr.  Cleveland  Abbe  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  S.  A.  King, 
aeronaut,  of  Boston, 

ON  THE  AERIAL  CURRENTS  OBSERVED  IN  FIFTY  BALLOON 
ASCENSIONS. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  returned  to  Mr.  King  for  his 
communication. 
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Washington,  Dec.  16,  18T1. 

Gentlemen  :  In  the  pursuit  of  professional  duties  as  an  aero  - 
naut  I  have  constantly  endeavored  to  elevate  mj  calling,  and  to 
utilize  any  knowledge  I  may  have  acquired  in  my  voyages  through 
the  air.  Possibly  it  may  interest  you  to  receive  even  a  simple 
table  of  the  directions  of  the  aerial  currents  that  have  prevailed 
during  my  excursions.  I  have  therefore  attempted  to  compile 
such  a  table  from  some  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  162  voy- 
ages that  I  have  made ;  and  have  the  honor  herewith  to  present 
it  for  your  acceptance.  The  labor  of  compiling  this  table  [pp. 
36,  37,]  has  been  considerable,  owing  to  the  desultory  nature  of 
the  accounts  that  have  been  published,  and  to  their  being,  as  you 
well  understand,  scattered  through  hundreds  of  newspapers.  The 
present  table  comprises  but  about  fifty  ascensions :  if  the  Society 
deem  it  desirable,  however,  I  should  be  pleased  to  complete  this 
work,  by  adding,  at  some  future  time,  similar  tables  for  the  re- 
mainder of  my  voyages. 

It  would  afford  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  you  deem 
this  humble,  and  as  I  believe  novel  contribution  to  meteorology 
worthy  of  your  acceptance. 

Respectfully, 

Saml.  a.  Kino,  Aeronaut,  of  Boston. 

The  following  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Abbe  : — 
In  laying  this  communication  before  you  I  may  state  that  I 
have  examined  Mr.  King's  Table  of  Fifty  Balloon  Voyages,  and 
have  formed  the  following  synopsis,  showing  how  many  times 
each  current  has  been  recorded : — 

coxnMM.  10.  or  timu. 

Calm       .         .         .' 9 

From  the  north 6 

**       northeast 8 

•«        east 8 

«        southeast 9 

«       south 12 

**        so  nth  went 20 

**       west 16 

"       northwest 17 

Total 106 
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In  this  table  each  current  is  counted  once,  and  a  decided  pre- 
dominauce  of  westerly  currents  is  evident.  This  is  in  part  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  ascensions  are  made  by  preference  only 
in  settled  pleasant  weather,  t.  e.  on  the  front  side  of  an  advancing 
area  of  high  barometer.  Ascensions  are,  however,  also  made 
generally  in  the  afternoon,  when  on  our  Atlantic  coast  the  sum- 
mer afternoon  sea  breeze  would  tend  to  increase  the  number  of 
easterly  winds  in  the  lowest  stratum  of  air. 

Mr.  King's  table  gives  the  currents  in  the  order  of  their  super- 
position, beginning  with  the  surface  wind,  and  it  is  rare  to  find 
an  upper  current  in  a  direction  opposed  to  the  lowest  or  surface 
wind — such  generally  deviate  but  90^-135°  from  each  other. 
The  ascensions  have  rarely  exceeded  ten  thousand  feet  in  alti- 
tude, and  thus  can  give  us  an  insight  into  the  nature  of  only  the 
lower  system  of  currents  that  precede  extended  storms. 

From  seven  balloon  ascensions  made  on  July  4, 18T1,  at  differ- 
ent points  in  the  United  States,  I  have  deduced  the  velocity  of 
the  upper  currents  as  about  four  times  that  of  the  surface  wind 
then  prevailing. 


18th  Mebtino.  January  13,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  W.  Harkness  read  a  paper 

ON  THE    DENSITY  OF  THB    HYPOTHETICAL    RESISTING  MEDIUM    IN 

SPACE. 

{This  comnunication  U  published  in  Wcuhington  Astronomical  Observations^ 
1870,  Appendix  IL.pp.  33-38.) 

Mr.  T.  GiLL  read  a  communication 

ON  THE  TAPIR  OF  THE  ANDES  AND  ITS  ALLIED  FORMS. 

Mr.  R.  D.  CuTTS  presented  a  paper 

OH  THE  MISAPPLICATION  OF  OEOGRAPHIOAL  TERMS,  AS  BEARINQ 
ISPECIALLY  ON  THE  QUESTION  OF  THE  INTERPRETATION  OF  THB 
nSHERY  RIGHT  TR^ATIE& 
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(ABSTRACT.) 

Reference  was  made  to  the  geueral  misapplication,  in  the  United 
States,  of  the  term  "creek"  to  fresh  water  streams  and  rivulets ; 
to  the  long  international  dispute  as  to  the  point  where  the  Rhine 
terminated,  and  especially  to  the  authoritative  determination  of 
the  mouth  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

Under  the  late  Reciprocity  Treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  made  principally  with  a  view  to  settle  the 
question  of  the  in-shore  Gsheries,  a  Joint  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  coasts  of  the  North  American  British 
colonies  and  of  the  United  States  as  far  south  as  the  36th  parallel, 
being  over  6000  miles  of  coast,  including  indentations,  and  to 
designate  the  '*  rivers  and  the  mouths  of  river s,^^  These  were 
to  be  reserved  from  the  common  liberty  of  fishing,  while  *'hays^ 
harbors,  and  creeks"  were  free.  Here'  was  an  immense  field 
opened  for  the  discussion  and  international  interpretation  of  the 
above  terms.,  The  commissioners  were  directed  to  examine  each 
** place"  which  could  in  any  sense  be  considered  as  a  **  river  " 
and  if  decided  to  be  a  river,  then  to  agree  upon  a  line  which 
should  mark  the  outer  limit  of  its  mouth.  The  number  of  **/?toce«" 
presented  for  examination  on  the  Provincial  coasts  was  16*7.  and 
54  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  Of  these,  105  were  de- 
clared to  be  rivers,  and  their  mouths  were  designated  on  official 
charts.  The  Commission  was  in  existence  for  a  period  of  ten 
years,  1855  to  1866,  although,  owing  to  the  late  civil  war,  only 
about  five  years  were  strictly  devoted  to  the  duty  assigned  it. 
There  was  a  large  number  of  cases  in  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
was  expressed.  Some  were  reconciled,  and  in  others  an  appeal 
was  taken  to  an  umpire,  under  the  authority  of  the  treaty. 

As  the  U.  S.  Surveyor  attached  to  the  Commission,  the  exam- 
inations on  the  part  of  the  United  States  were  principally  con- 
ducted by  me,  and  it  frequently  occurred  that  special  reports  and 
long  discussions  became  necessary  as  to  the  right  of  this  or  that 
** place"  to  be  designated  by  this  or  that  term.  The  designations 
found  on  the  maps  and  charts  were  not  considered  as  definitive 
authority.  The  only  rule  which  we  could  adopt  was  that  pre- 
scribed by  international  law,  that  terms  employed  in  treaties 
should  be  interpreted  according  to  the  definition  given  of  them 
by  the  science  to  which  they  belonged. 

To  show  what  divergence  of  opinion  may  be  entertained  in  the 
discussion  of  such  apparently  simple  questions,  it  may  be  stated 
that  inlets  of  the  sea,  of  greater  or  less  extent,  were  called 
"  rivers"  by  one  party  and  "  creeks"  by  the  other ;  that  "  fcays" 
of  large  size  were  claimed  as  the  **  mouths  of  rivers"  on  the 
ground  that  streams,  inconsiderable  in  size,  emptied  into  them  ; 
and  that  a  **  river"  was  not  only  an  inland  current  of  fresh  water, 
but  was  one  also  when  the  inlet  owed  its  waters  almost  entirely 
to  the  sea. 
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Of  the  many  questions  which  arose,  however,  the  most  impor- 
tant was  in  regard  to  the  line  which  should  mark  the  outer  limit 
of  the  River  St.  Lawrence.  During  the  discussion  which  pre- 
ceded the  settlement  of  the  Northeastern  Boundary,  the  British 
Cbvernment  indirectly  claimed  that  the  mouth  of  that  river  was 
defined  by  a  line  drawn  from  Cape  Rozier  to  the  Island  of  Anti- 
costi,  and  thence  to  the  Mingau  Islands  on  the  north  shore,  and 
QDtil  very  lately  the  Gazetteers  and  many  maps  have  assigned  to 
it  the  same  relative  position.  The  British  Commissioner  under 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty  presented  a  claim  to  the  same  line  which, 
if  it  had  been  yielded  to,  would  have  excluded  the  fishermen  of 
the  United  States  from  a  part  of  the  sea  more  extensive  than  the 
Baysof  Ohaleur,  Fundy,  Delaware,  and  Chesapeake  put  together. 
To  meet-this  claim,  the  river  from  Quebec  to  the  Gulf  was  exam- 
ined, and  an  argument  prepared,  based  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
inland  current  of  fresh  water;  the  parallelism  or  divergence  of 
the  banks ;  the  freshets  and  their  effects,  the  tides  and  currents ; 
and  the  depth,  specific  gravity,  and  coldness  of  the  water  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Saguenay  and  the  Island  of  Anticosti,  which 
showed  that  the  river  and  its  mouth  terminated  perhaps  at  Red 
Island  Bank,  and  certainly  at  Pr.  de  Monts.  The  area  embraced 
within  the  two  lines  claimed  respectively  by  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  contained  over  10,000  square  miles  of  sea, 
valuable  for  its  fisheries. 

The  British  Commissioner  finally  yielded,  and  the  outer  limit 
of  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was  established  by  a  line  drawn 
from  Pr.  de  Monts  to  Cape  Chatte.  The  waters  between  that 
line  and  the  Island  of  Anticosti  constitute  the  northwest  arm  of 
the  Qoif  of  St  Lawrence. 


19th  Meetino.  January  27,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  some  remarks 

ON  THE  DESIRABILITY  OF  REPRODUCING  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  SCIEN- 
TIFIC OBJECTS,  AND  ESPECIALLY  OF  MAGNIFIED  MICROSCOPICAL 
PREPARATIONS,  IN  A  PERMANENT  FORM  BY  SOfilE  PHOTO-MECHAN- 
lOAL  METHOD. 
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(abstract.) 

Like  M.  Alexander  Agassiz,*  he  had  recently  tried  both  the 
Woodbury  process,  practised  by  Mr.  John  Carbutt,  No.  1002 
Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  rfbd  the  Albertype  method,  used  by 
Mr.  E.  Bierstadt,  No.  902  Broadway,  New  York.  The  first  had 
reproduced  a  negative  representing  an  ovule  in  situ  in  a  mamma*, 
lian  ovary  magnified  400  diameters,  and  had  furnished  an  edition 
of  five  hundred  copies  of  excellent  quality  and  great  uniformity. 
These  prints  were  cheaper  and  handsomer,  as  well  as  more  per- 
manent, than  silver  prints,  but  like  them  required  careful  mount- 
ing on  good  stiff  card-board.  Mr.  Bierstadt  had  furnished  proofs 
by  his  metliod  from  a  negative  representing  a  section  of  mammary 
cancer,  also  magnified  400  diameters.  These  proofs  were  quite 
equal  to  the  Woodbury  prints,  and  had  the  advantage  of  being 
on  flexible  paper  suitable  for  binding.  If  the  edition  should  turn 
out  to  be  equal  to  the  proofs,  this  method  would  certainly  be  the 
more  desirable  one,  and  would  be  a  valuable  aid  to  those  wha 
wish  to  obtain  trustworthy  representations  of  scientiBc  objects. 
Dr.  Woodward  then  exhibited  the  illustrations  above  referred  to. 

Mr.  Heney  presented  a  report  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Farquhar 

ON  CERTAIN  REMARKABLE  EFFECTS  OF  LIGHTNING. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Craig  made  some  remarks 

ON  THERMOBfETERS ; 

exhibiting  a  number  of  instruments  of  different  kinds. 


20th  Meeting.  February  6,  18T2. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Billings  read  a  paper 

ON  SOME  MINUTE  FUNGI, 

illustrated  by  numerous  drawings  and  specimens. 

*  Application  of  Photography  to- illastrations  of  Natural  History,  by 
Alezandar  Agassii. 
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(AB8TBA0T.) 

After  a  brief  description  of  the  system  of  classification  of  the 
microscopic  fungi  at  present  in  use,  attention  was  called  to  the 
fuel  that  this  system  is  in  manj  respects  imperfect,  and  can  only 
be  iniproYed  by  learning  the  life  history  of  these  organisms. 
Yariuus  forms  of  culture  apparatus  and  growing  slides  were  ex- 
hibited,  including  those  of  Hallier,  De  Bury,  Maddoz,  and  the 
speaker. 

The  nature  and  mode  of  propagation  of  bacteria  were  explained, 
and  the  results  of  a  series  of  experiments  on  spontaneous  genera- 
tion, being  a  repetition  of  those  described  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Bastion, 
were  exhibited.  These  results  did  not  correspond  with  those 
given  by  Dr.  Bastian.  Solutions  of  turnip  placed  in  tubes  sealed 
while  boiling  were  allowed  to  cool,  and  were  then  reheated — by 
setsof  three— to  100',  120^  140°,  160\  180^  200^  210^  220% 
•nd  240'  F.  respectively.  No  signs  of  change  or  life  appeared 
in  the  tubes  heated  to  180^  and  upwards.  The  fluid  in  a  part  of 
the  tubes  not  heated  to  180^  became  turbid  from  bacteria.  The 
results  of  attempts  to  cultivate  bacteria  in  various  forms  of  growing 
slides  and  on  different  substrata  were  shown.  In  no  case  could 
development  into  Hypho-  or  Physo-mycetous  forms  be  considered 
as  proven.  It  is  probable  that  the  microzymes  include  things  of 
very  diverse  origin,  properties  and  powers  which  cannot  be  dis- 
tinguished from  each  other  by  any  power  of  the  microscope  at 
our  command. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Cbaio  submitted  two  thermometers  of  new  pattern, 
and  explained 

A  METHOD  OP  YEBIPYINa  WITH  EXAOTNSSS  THE  INDICATIONS  OP  A 
THEBMOMETEB. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Taylob  stated  certain  views  entertained  by  himself 
on  the  subject  of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  promising  a  more  elaborate 
oommanication  at  an  early  date. 


SlsT  Mestino.  Febbuaby  24,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Taylob  presented  a  communication 

ON  THE  AUBOB.V. 
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(abstract.) 

The  two  generally  recognized  circumstances  of  an  annual  pe- 
riodicity in  the  number  and  brilliancy  of  auroral  displays,  and  of 
the  great  elevation — of  several  hundred  miles — frequently  attained 
by  their  arches  and  streamers,  an  elevation  to  which  our  atmo 
sphere  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  extend,  having  led  to  a  question 
whether  extra-terrestrial  matter  in  the  form  of  cosmical  dust  or 
gaseous  rings  (similar  to  the  August  and  November  rings  of  me- 
teors) might  not  be  concerned  in  the  phenomenon,  by  being  peri- 
odically grazed  by  our  planet  or  its  atmosphere — causing  the 
discharge  of  electrical  brushes — the  recent  elaborate  Memoir  of 
Prof.  Lovering  on  Auroras  was  consulted  with  much  interest,  to 
see  what  light,  if  any,  might  be  thrown  upon  the  speculation  by 
his  carefully  tabulated  results. 

As  the  summing  up  of  a  large  number  of  local  observations, 
two  independent  tables,  classified  by  months,  are  given ;  the  first 
table  being  derived  from  catalogues  reaching  back  some  575  years 
from  1864,  and  embracing  an  aggregate  of  9885  observations; 
and  the  second  or  supplementary  table  covering  about  50  years, 
reaching  down  to  1868,  and  embracing  an  aggregate  of  2497 
observations  (amounting  together  to  12,382  observations)  :  both 
show  when  presented  graphically  the  same  characteristics,  namely, 
two  very  notable  maxima  of  frequency,  in  March  and  October, 
and  one  very  remarkable  minimum  in  June — the  second  minimam 
in  December  being  much  less  marked.  By  plotting  a  third  curve 
giving  the  summation  of  the  two  curves,  this  is  still  more  clearly 
presented :  the  total  maxima  of  March  and  October  being  re- 
spectively 1436  and  1341;  and  the  two  minima  of  June  and 
December  being  respectively  455  and  1090. 

Mairan  in  1754,  from  a  tabulated  catalogue  of  1441  auroras, 
estimated  the  number  occurring  at  our  perihelion  (in  the  early 
part  of  January),  as  being  about  seven  times  that  at  our  aphelion 
(in  the  early  part  of  July).  Prof.  Lovering,  however,  from  his 
much  larger  collection,  has  pointed  out  that  the  two  minima  agree 
very  nearly  with  our  solstices,  and  the  two  maxima  with  our  equi- 
noxes. The  great  minimum  of  June  occurs  when  our  nights  are 
shortest ;  but  after  making  due  allowance  for  this,  there  is  still  a 
very  marked  deficiency  observable. 

Plotting  in  a  corresponding  manner  the  monthly  frequency  of 
meteoric  displays,  in  three  separate  curves,  representing,  first,  an 
agg>*egate  of  1358  observations  collected  by  Biot  from  the  Chinese 
annals  (reaching  back  considerably  beyond  the  Christian  era) ; 
secondly  a  table  of  Arago,  comprising  an  aggregate  of  813  ob- 
servations of  noted  fire-balls ;  and  thirdly,  a  table  of  Baumhaur, 
of  aerolites  and  fire-balls  observed  previous  to  1845,  amounting 
to  an  aggregate  of  767,  we  see  that  while  there  is  a  rough  cor- 
respondency in  these  three  curves,  they  show  apparently  no  rela- 
tion whatever  to  the  curves  of  aurora  frequency. 
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The  inference  deducible,  therefore,  from  this  brief  and  hasty 
sorrej  is  that  no  indication  is  afforded  by  Prof.  Lovering's  results, 
of  an  extra-terrestrial  matter  playing  any  part  in  the  auroral  dis- 
charge; and  that  we  must  regard  the  phenomenon  as  a  terrestrial 
one,  notwithstanding  the  reach  of  400  and  500  miles,  which  has 
been  ascribed  to  the  luminous  beams. 

Following  this  communication,  remarks  were  made  as  follows : — 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  thought  that  the  frequency  of  auroras  had 
a  simple  relation  to  the  change  in  the  length  of  the  earth's  radius 
Tector.  Auroras  occur  most  frequently  when  the  earth  is  most 
rapidly  approaching  to  or  receding  from  the  sun — that  is,  at  times 
when  the  radius  vector  is  most  rapidly  changing  its  length.  To 
illostrate  this  view  Mr.  Elliott  presented  a  table  comparing  by 
months  the  frequency  of  auroras,  with  the  monthly  differences  in 
the  logarithms  of  the  earth's  radius  vector.  The  monthly  periods 
of  maximum  frequency  of  auroras  being  in  March  and  October, 
while  the  periods  of  the  most  rapid  increment  and  decrement  of 
the  logarithm  of  the  radius  vector  were  likewise  respectively  in 
the  months  of  March  and  October. 

The  data  employed  by  Mr.  Elliott  to  show  the  frequency  of 
auroras  embraced  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  observations,  as 
given  in  the  general  catalogue  of  auroras  published  by  Professor 
LoTering. 

Mr.  C.  Abbe  stated  that  he  had  lately  carefully  studied  the  valu- 
able tables  of  Prof.  Lovering,  and  had,  moreover,  during  the  past 
year,  systematically  collated  all  the  observations  of  auroras  ac- 
cessible to  him,  with  the  tri-daily  weather  charts  of  the  Army 
Signal  Office,  and  had  arrived  at  a  firm  conviction  that  the  aurora 
itood  in  an  intimate  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  earth's  atmo- 
sphere ;  that,  in  fact,  although  its  ultimate  cause  might  be  ever 
acting — might  be  cosmical,  and  might  therefore  be  subject  to 
periods  of  one.  eleven,  and  fifty-five  years — ^yet  on  the  other  hand 
that  cause  could  not  produce  its  visible  effect,  the  aurora,  except 
in  certain  conditions  of  the  earth's  atmosphere,  and  that  therefore 
certain  remarkable  relations  existed  between  auroral  phenomena 
tnd  terrestrial  atorms,  Ac,  some  of  the  details  of  which  he  then 
Mefly  indicated. 
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Mr.  S.  Newcomb  thooght  the  difficulties  of  parallactic  determi- 
natioDS  rendered  the  estimate  of  the  elevation  of  auroral  streamerg 
quite  unreliable,  and  that  the  height  had  been  greatly  exaggerated, 
the  British  observations  not  indicating  much  over  100  miles.  In 
regard  to  the  tabulated  monthly  frequency,  as  auroras  were  mainly 
seen  between  8  and  10  o^clock,  the  fact  that  these  hours  fell  in 
twilight  during  the  months  of  June  and  July  in  the  northern 
countries  might  of  itself  account  for  the  small  number  of  auroras 
seen  in  those  months. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  perfectly  agreed  with  Mr.  Newcomb.  On 
one  or  two  occasions  Prof.  Henry,  with  others,  had  attempted  to 
obtain  the  parallax  of  notable  and  characteristic  auroras,  but  while 
a  distance  could,  of  course,  be  assigned  from  the  angles  given  by 
any  two  observers,  so  soon  as  a  third  observation  was  combined 
there  was  no  accord,  and  no  parallax  possible.  In  addition  to 
the  uncertainty  of  the  monthly  numbers  from  the  changed  lengths 
of  the  evenings,  it  appeared  that  no  allowance  had  been  made  for 
the  average  cloudiness  of  nights,  which  would  also  be  found  to 
have  an  annual  law,  and  the  omission  of  which  would  introduce 
another  element  ot  uncertainty  and  source  of  error  in  comparing 
monthly  numbers. 

Mr.  J.  Henry  said  that  the  phenomena  of  the  aurora  were  evi- 
dently electrical,  and  as  such  there  were  two  facts  to  consider : 
first,  the  electrical  discharge;  and  second,  the  matter  illuminated 
by  the  discharge.  He  had,  during  a  visit  to  Lake  Superior  a  few 
years  ago,  repeated  an  experiment  in  which  a  beam  of  the  auroral 
light,  concentrated  by  a  small  concave  mirror,  fell  on  a  paper  on 
which  were  letters  written  with  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  which 
became  visible  as  in  the  experiments  with  the  same  invisible 
writing  when  illuminated  by  a  discharge  of  electricity. 

He  had  also  made  an  observation  on  the  effect  produced  by  the 
aurora  on  the  needle  of  a  galvanometer,  one  end  of  the  wire  of 
which  was  connected  with  the  water  pipes,  and  the  other  with 
the  gas  pipes  of  the  city.  In  the  exhibition  of  the  aurora,  on 
one  occasion  the  needle  was  deflected  90^,  and  was  only  stopped 
by  two  pins  placed  at  this  degree  to  prevent  further  motion. 

A  similar  effect  was  always  observed  when  a  flash  of  lightning 
took  place  within  the  visible  horizon  of  Washington. 
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From  these  resolts  it  woald  appear  that  the  aurora  acts  indact- 
ivelj  in  the  same  way  as  a  discharge  of  electricity  acts. 

Mr.  Theq  Gill  made  a  communication 

OR  A  TUNNY  NEW  TO  THE  AMERICAN  COAST. 


22d  Meeting.  Mabgh  9,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  a  communication 

ON  THE   USE   OF  MONOCHROMATIC   SUNLIGHT   AS  AN   AID   TO   HIGH 
POWER  DEFINITION. 

{nis  paper  i$  published  in  full  in  the  American  Naturalist^  1872,  August, 
vol,  vi,  p,  354.) 

(abbtbaot.) 

In  this  paper  Mr.  Woodward  recounted  the  yarions  attempts 
hitherto  made  to  employ  monochromatic  sunlight  for  the  illumi- 
nation of  the  higher  powers  of  the  microscope,  and  claimed  that 
sunlight  passed  through  a  solution  of  the  ammonio-sulphate  of 
copper,  as  6rst  recommended  by  Prof.  J.  W.  Draper  for  photo- 
graphic purposes,  affords  especial  advantages  for  the  definition 
of  difficult  lined  tests,  such  as  Amphiplema  pcllucida,  and  the 
Noberts  plate.  Several  convenient  methods  of  applying  this 
mode  of  illumination  to  microscopical  objects  were  given  in  detail. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  made  some  remarks 

ON  THE  AURORA  OF  FEBRUARY  4tH. 

He  said  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  accounts 
had  been  received  of  the  aurora  borealis  of  February  4th  having 
been  observed  not  only  throughout  Europe,  but  also  in  Egypt 
and  India.  .  He  had  previously  mentioned  the  account  be  had 
received  of  its  appearance  in  Texas,  and  had  now  to  add  that  it 
had  likewise  been  seen  in  California.  It  appeared  thus  to  have 
extended  successively  over  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  northern 
hemisphere.  It  would  be  of  great  interest  now  to  collect  infor- 
mation from  vessels  at  sea  between  Europe  and  America,  in  order 
to  learn  whether  the  phenomenon  had  been  continuous. 
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The  magnetic  variation  was  observed  by  Prof.  Quimbj  at 
Dartmouth  College,  New  Hampshire,  throughoot  the  day  and 
evening.  The  greatest  disturbances,  reaching  6°  of  declination, 
were  observed  between  12  and  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  auroral  display  was  at  its  height  in  England,  while  the  dis- 
turbances were  far  less  marked  in  the  evening,  when  the  phenom- 
enon occupied  the  entire  southern  sky  at  the  place  of  observation. 

Mr.  Henrt  explained  that  greater  deflections  might  be  ex- 
pected from  electric  currents  on  one  side  of  the  magnet,  than 
when  taking  place  on  both  sides,  when  the  fluctuations  would  only 
be  produced  by  difl*erences. 

Mr.  IliLGARD  also  read  an  account  of  auroral  phenomena  vis- 
ible between  the  observer  and  the  horizon  in  the  background, 
reported  by  an  observer  of  the  Army  Signal  Corps  in  Indiana- 
polis, confirmatory  of  similar  observations  reported  by  Simpson, 
Lesley,  and  others. 

Mr.  Powell  took  the  present  occasion  to  report  an  appear- 
ance of  the  same  character,  witnessed  by  himself 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  then  made  some 

REMARKS   ON  THE   STRUCTURAL  GEOLOGY  OP  THE   VALLEY  OF  THB 
COLORADO  OP  THB  WEST. 

The  lower  portion  of  the  Valley  of  the  Colorado  lies  but  littla 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  except  where  short  mountain  range* 
rise  out  of  the  plain.  Proceeding  up  the  Valley  of  the  Colorado 
past  the  Virgin  to  a  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  miles,  we  find  that 
the  country  to  the  north  is  elevated  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  feet  above  the  lower  plain.  The  boundary 
separating  the  plain  below  from  the  country  above,  is  marked  by 
a  line  of  cliffs  stretching  across  the  valley  from  east  to  west,  in 
many  places  vertical  for  hundreds  of  feet,  and  in  passing  from  the 
plain  below  to  the  country  above,  these  so  obstruct  the  way  that 
it  becomes  necessary  to  search  for  some  pass  by  which  the  ascent 
can  be  made,  and  such  passes  are  infrequent 

His  remarks  were  restricted  to  that  portion  of  the  valley  lying- 
between  this  line  of  cliff's  and  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road. 

This  region  lies  from  five  to  eight  thousand  feet  above  the  level 
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of  the  sea.  On  the  east,  the  rim  of  the  basin  of  the  Colorado 
ia  set  with  snow-clad  mountains,  rising  from  eight  to  nearly  fifteen 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  and  on  the  west,  by 
mountaiDS  and  plateaus  rising  from  eight  to  twelve  thousand  feet. 
The  grand  anticlinal  folds  cross  this  portion  of  the  valley  from 
east  to  west.  The  most  northern  of  these  is  marked  by  the  east- 
ern Uintah  Mountains.  This  range,  well  defined  on  the  west, 
extends  to  the  east  across  Green  River  until  it  becomes  involved 
with  the  profound  transverse  poles  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
The  up-turned  axis  of  the  second  pole  crosses  the  Yalley  of  the 
Colorado  about  twenty  miles  south  of  the  junction  of  the  Grand 
•nd  Green,  and  is  lost  in  the  Wasatch  plateau  in  the  west.  Its 
eastern  extension  has  been  examined  to  a  distance  of  about  thirty 
miles  from  the  river.  The  up-turned  axis  of  the  third  fold  crosses 
the  valley  along  a  line  a  little  south  of  the  Colorado-Chiquito. 
If  the  first  fold  had  been  lifted  up  without  denudation  pari  passu^ 
its  sommit  would  be  about  2t,000  feet  above  what  is  now  the  bed 
of  the  river,  or  about  32,500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Under  the  game  supposed  conditions,  the  summit  of  the  second 
fold  would  be  about  22,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  and 
the  third  fold  about  32,500  feet. 

This  region  is  also  traversed  by  folds,  the  axes  of  which  are  in 
Imes  running  in  a  north  and  south  direction.  These  folds  have 
displaced  the  strata  from  50  to  1500  feet;  are  variable  in  lengthy 
the  shortest  observed  being  about  12  miles,  the  longest  about  110^ 
and  are  scattered  irregularly  over  the  country. 

Mr.  Powell  then  discovered  and  discussed  the  system  of 
drainage  that  would  have  obtained  had  these  folds  been  lifted  up 
limoltaneously  and  without  denudation,  until  the  displacement 
of  the  formations  was  completed. 

He  then  explained  the  system  of  drainage  actually  found.  This 
led  to  a  classification  of  the  valleys  or  lines  of  drainage. 

Valleys  have  been  observed  to  occur  running  in  a  direction 
along  the  synclinal  axis  of  folds;  others  along  the  anticlinal  axes. 
Other  valleys  were  observed  running  in  a  direction  with  the  folds, 
hot  located  between  the  up-turned  and  down-turned  axes.  The 
slope  on  the  side  next  to  the  anticlinal  axis  conforming  in  a  gen- 
eral way  with  the  dip  of  the  formations.  The  slope  on  the  side 
next  to  the  synclinal  axis  was  usually  found  more  abrupt,  and 
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marked  by  a  line  of  cliffs  in  which  are  exposed  nearly  vertical 
sections  of  formations  denuded  from  the  other  side  of  the  valley. 
Most  of  the  larger  valleys  of  this  region  are  of  this  character. 
These  are  called  paraclinal  valleys.  This  gives  three  classes  of 
valleys  having  a  general  direction  the  same  as  that  of  the  folds, 
all  called  longitudinal  valleys.  Still  other  valleys  were  found 
cutting  across  folds.  These  were  called  diaclinal.  Others  were 
found  running  in  a  direction  against  the  dip  of  the  rocks  and 
entering  into  anticlinal  or  paraclinal  valleys.  These  were  called 
contraclinal. 

Valleys  were  also  found  running  with  the  dip  of  the  formations, 
and  called  concliual.  So  three  classes  of  valleys  were  found 
having  a  general  direction  transverse  to  the  axes  of  the  folds, 
and  all  called  transverse  valleys.  And  the  three  classes  of  lon- 
gitudinal valleys,  with  the  three  classes  of  transverse  valleys, 
were  designated  as  simple  valleys.  Other  valleys  were  found 
which  in  parts  of  their  courses  might  be  referred  to  one  of  these 
classes,  and  in  other  parts  to  some  other  class.  These  were  called 
complex  valleys.  And  again,  valleys  were  found  having  their 
main  course  simple  or  complex,  and  having  lateral  valleys  be- 
longing to  other  classes.     These  were  called  compound  valleys. 

The  Valley  of  the  Colorado  itself  is  formed  by  the  coalescing 
of  two  or  more  distinct  systems  of  drainage.  And  this  was 
called  a  Grand  Valley.  A  tabular  statement  of  the  proposed 
classification  was  made,  as  follows : — 

I  Order :  Valleys  conforming  to  geological  folds. 
II  Order :  Valleys  in  formations  not  folded. 
Ill  Order :  Valleys  superimposed  upon  folded  formations. 
The  first  order  was  divided  into  three  sections : — 
First  Section  :  Simple  Valleys. 
Second  Section :  Complex  Valleys. 
Third  Section  :  Compound  Valleys. 
The  first  section,  t.  e.  Simple  Valleys,  was  separated  into  two 
divisions : — 

Division  First :  Longitudinal  Valleys. 
Division  Second  :  Transverse  Valleys. 
Of  the  Longitudinal  Valleys  there  are  three  classes ; — 
First:  Synclinal. 
Second :  Anticlinal. 
Third :  Paraclinal. 
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Of  the  Transverse  Yalleys  there  are  three  classes  : — 
First:  Diaclinal. 
Second:  Contraclinal. 
Third :  Conclinal. 
Grand  Valleys  are  formed  by  the  coalescing  of  distinct  systems 
of  drainage,  and  their  several  parts  may  belong  to  two  or  more 
of  the  different  orders  of  valleys. 

The  Yalleys  of  the  Colorado,  Mississippi,  and  St.  Lawrence 
are  examples. 

In  considering  this  system  of  drainage  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Colorado,  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  was  formed,  the  fol- 
lowing inferences  are  made : — 

First:  That  the  elevation  of  the  folds  above  the  sea  proceeded 
but  little  faster  than  their  denudation  by  rains  and  rivers.  And 
that  it  is  not  probable  that  the  summits  of  the  mountains  were 
ever  much  higher  than  at  present. 

Second:  That  these  folds  were  not  elevated  simultaneously, 
hut  progressively,  against  some  fixed  point  of  dry  land.  It  is 
probable  that  this  fixed  point  of  dry  land  for  the  east  and  west 
folds  was  to  the  south,  and  that  for  the  north  and  south  folds 
was  to  the  east. 

Third :  The  axis  of  an  emerging  fold  may  fall  on  the  land  or 
the  sea  side  of  the  shore  line,  and  thus  determine  the  direction 
of  valleys. 

Fourth :  The  direction  of  valleys  is  sometimes  determined  by 
the  lithological  character  of  the  formations. 

A  brief  reference  was  made  to  the  influences  modifying  the 
contour  of  the  valleys,  to  the  general  amount  of  erosion,  and  to  the 
distribution  of  the  debris  of  such  erosion,  which  is  not  carried 
tway  to  the  sea^ 


23d  Mebtinq.  Mabch  23,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair 
Mr.  J.  H.  Saville  presented  a  paper 

ON  THK  NSW  JAPANESE  OOINAOE. 
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Mr.  S.  F.  Baird  presented  a  commanication 

ON  TUB  DECREASE  OF  FISH  ON  THE  SOUTHERN  COAST  OF  NEW  ENGLAND* 

(  This  paper  ia  published  in  fteport  of  the  U,  S»  Fish  Commissioner  for 
1871-72.) 

Following  the  paper  of  Mr.  Baird,  Mr.  Gill  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  relations  of  the  fishes  of  Massachasetts  to  those  of 
other  regions,  affirming  that  the  fauna  of  the  State  was  composed 
of  two  elements,  a  northern  and  southern,  the  boundaries  of 
which  were,  on  the  whole,  tolerably  well  defined  by  Cape  Cod. 
The  forms  found  north  of  the  Cape  were  in  great  part  represented 
by  corresponding  or  identical  species  in  northern  Europe,  while 
those  inhabiting  the  southern  waters  were  mostly  nearly  allied  to 
forms  characteristic  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  or  merely  wanderers 
from  that  region.  In  respect  to  the  influence  of  the  blue  fish  on 
the  supply  of  scop,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  while  the 
pounds  are  in  operation,  the  diminution  of  the  scup  would  be 
accelerated  in  constantly  increasing  ratio  up  to  a  certain  pointy 
the  disturbance  of  the  equilibrium  being  due  to  the  difference  of 
habits  of  the  two  species.  The  scup  is  rather  a  shore  fish,  while 
the  blue  fish  is  an  open  water  species  and  exempt  in  greater  pro* 
portion  from  capture  in  pounds ;  therefore,  the  ratio  of  prey  to 
the  enemy  would  be  constantly  diminished  by  the  capture  of  a 
disproportionate  number  of  the  former. 


24th  MEETiNa  April  6,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  C.  E.  Button  read  a  paper 
ON  the  measurement  of  the  pressure  developed  by  the  explo* 

810N  of  gunpowder  IN  FIREARMS. 

Mr.  S.  Newcomb  made  a  communication 

on  the  POSSIBILITY  OF  A  UNIVERSAL  ATMOSPHERE. 

Mr.  B.  P.  Craio  exhibited  a  recently  invented  apparatus  for 
the  generation  of  ozone  from  the  flame  of  the  Bunsen  burner. 
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25th  Mbetino.  April  20,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGABD  made  some  remarks 

ON  HINDOO  ARITHMETIC. 

The  same  gentleman  also  presented  as  a  second  communication, 
one 

ON  THE  RECORDING  SYSTEMS  07  THE  TRANSATLANTIC  CABLES. 

Mr.  Joseph  Henry  made  a  verbal  report 
ON  the  expenditure  of  the  income  of  the  bache  fund  for  1872. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Watson,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  made  some  remarks 

ON  THE  discovery  OF  NEW  PLANETS   HAVING  ESPECIAL  REFERENCE 
TO  THE  ASTEROIDS. 

Major  King,  of  New  York  City,  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  FATIGUE  OF  METALS. 


26th  Meeting.  May  4,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Wm.  Ferrel  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  effects  OF  WINDS  AND  BAROMETRIC  PRESSURE  ON  THE  TIDES 
AT  BOSTON,  AND  ON  THE  MEAN  LEVEL  OF  THE  SEA. 

{  T%i$  paper  is  published  in  substance  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science,  Sd 
series,  Vol.  V.,pp.  342-347,  May,  1873.) 

(ABSTBACT.) 

This  paper  related  to  some  recent  results  which  the  author  had 
obtained  from  the  discussion  for  the  Coast  Survey  of  the  tidal 
observations  of  Boston  harbor.  These  results  pertain  mostly  to 
the  effects  of  chanjfes  of  the  barometric  pressure,  and  of  the 
winds  upon  the  mean  level  of  the  sea.  The  author  found  that 
the  variation  of  mean  level  was  inversely  to  that  of  the  height 
of  the  mercurial  column  as  seven  inches  of  mean  level  to  one  inch 
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of  mercory  very  nearly.  He  said  that  theory,  npon  the  hypo- 
thesis that  the  fluid  would  always  have  time  to  assume  the  state 
of  a  static  equilibrium  of  the  forces,  would  require  that  there 
should  be  a  change  of  about  13.5  inches  of  mean  level  to  one  of 
mercury,  and  that  a  change  of  about  ten  inches  of  mean  level  to 
one  inch  of  mercury  had  been  obtained  from  the  Liverpool  tidal 
observations.  He  thought  the  small  coefficient  in  the  ease  of  the 
Boston  tides  might  b^  due  to  the  shallowness  of  the  water  in  the 
harbor  and  channel  leading  to  the  tide  gauge,  since  the  shallower 
the  water,  the  greater  must  be  the  velocity  of  displacement  in 
assuming  the  state  of  static  equilibrium  belonging  to  a  given 
change  of  mean  level  in  any  given  time,  and  consequently  in  this 
case  the  periods  of  the  oscillations  of  mean  level  may  be  too 
short  for  the  fluid  to  assume  at  any  time  the  state  of  static  equi- 
librium even  approximately. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  winds  upon  the  mean  level  of 
the  ocean  in  the  harbor,  he  found  that  the  winds  from  N.  W. 
around  by  S.  W.  to  S.  E.  depressed  the  mean  level,  the  maximum 
depression  belonging  to  S.  W.  winds  where  the  depression  is  but 
little  more  than  two  inches  for  a  wind  of  average  force.  On  the 
contrary,  the  winds  from  the  N.  W.  around  by  the  N.  E.  to  the 
S.  E.  raise  the  mean  level  about  the  same  amount,  the  maximum 
belonging  to  the  N.  E.  winds. 

We  also  find  that  S.  W.  winds  depress  the  barometer  about  one- 
twentieth  of  an  inch  on  the  average,  and  N.  E.  winds  raise  it 
about  the  same  amount  The  monthly  averages  of  the  barometer 
were  least  in  March  and  greatest  in  September,  the  range  being 
about  0.2  inch,  and  the  average  very  nearly  30.10  inches  at  the 
level  of  tide  water. 

Mr   C.  E.  DuTTON  gave 

AN  AOOOUNT  OF  SOME  REGENT  EXPERIMENTS  ON  DIFFERENT  KINDS  OF 
GUNPOWDER  AT  FORTRESS  MONROE. 

Prof.  Porter,  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  gave  an  account  of 

RECENT  EXPLORATIONS  IN  STRIA  UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE  PALES- 
TINE EXPLORATION  FUND. 


27th  Meeting.  May  18,  1872. 

Vice-President  W.  B.  Taylor  in  the  Chair 
Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  read  a  commanication 

ON  CERTAIN  RECENT  GEOLOGIOAL  AND  GEOGRAPHICAL  RESEARCHES  IN 
ARIZONA  AND  NEVADA. 
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(abstract.) 

I  bad  the  pleasure  to  accompany,  as  geologist,  the  party  sent 
OQt  last  year  in  command  of  Lient.  Geo.  M.  Wheeler  by  the  U.  S. 
Engineer  Department  to  survey  and  describe  certain  little  known 
portions  of  Arizona  and  southern  Nevada.  The  chief  work  was 
geographical,  and  the  corps  of  topographers  was  so  large  that 
they  were  enabled  to  separate  in  detachments,  connecting  their 
woric  at  stated  points.  In  this  manner  original  geographical  data, 
adequate  to  the  mapping  of  the  mountain  ranges,  were  obtained 
OTer  an  area  of  83,000  square  miles. 

While  there  is  great  diversity  in  the  character  of  the  country, 
a  division  is  possible  into  two  contrasted  types — the  cordillera 
and  the  plateau,  the  disturbed  and  the  undisturbed,  the  ridged 
tod  the  furrowed. 

The  surface  of  Nevada  belongs  entirely  to  the  first  of  these 
types.  From  the  Wahsatch  range  to  the  Sierra  Nevada  the  face 
of  the  land  is  corrugated  in  a  system  of  ridges,  few  of  them  long 
or  lofty,  but  so  frequent  that  one  who  should  cross  the  country 
in  a  right  line  would  meet  one,  on  the  average,  in  every  twenty 
miles.  These  ridges  coincide  approximately  with  meridians  and 
are  as  near  parallel  as  are  the  Wahsati^h  range  and  the  Sierra 
Nerada.  They  are  composed  of  (1)  strata  from  Silurian  to  Trias, 
more  or  less  altered  and  uplifted,  resting  against  (2)  irruptive 
granite  and  syenite.  Over  and  about  them  are  great  accumula- 
tions of  volcanic  rocks,  but  of  these  I  will  only  say  at  present 
that  they  are  omnipresent  in  the  field  of  our  exploration.  Further 
south,  in  southeastern  Califoniia  and  the  southwestern  half  of 
Arizona,  there  is  a  prolongation  of  the  same  system,  with  a  de- 
flection of  the  prevailing  trend  from  N.  and  S.  to  N.  W.  and  S.^E., 
and  a  further  change  from  slightly  altered  to  highly  metamorphic 
strata  A  peculiarity  of  the  cordillera  country,  due  to  climate, 
is,  that  little  of  it  finds  drainage  to  the  ocean,  but  it  is  partitioned 
info  numerous  independent  valleys,  each  gradually  filling  with 
debris  from  the  mountains. 

The  plateau  region,  on  the  contrary,  is  well  drained.  Its  strata 
»re  anbroken  and  either  horizontal  or  lifted  in  gentle  undulations. 
Denudation  has  scored  it  with  deep  chasms,  and  these,  with  the 
tabular  character  of  its  uplands,  are  its  distinguishing  features. 
To  this  system  belong  northeastern  Arizona  and  great  areas  in 
New  Mexico  and  Utah.  The  limit  of  this  district  is  an  impor- 
tant geographical  and  geological  line,  and  its  determination  for 
350  miles  in  Arizona  is  one  of  our  most  valuable  geographical 
results. 

This  section  [referring  to  a  diagram]  shows  the  rocks  cut  by 
the  Colorado  River  from  the  foot  of  the  Grand  canon  to  the  Vir- 
irin  range.  The  notable  points  it  illustrates  are  the  profound 
displacement  of  the  strata  that  accompanied  the  upheaval  of  that 
raoge,  and  the  evidence  afforded  of  two  epochs  of  folding.     The 
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Btrata  that  in  one  place  are  horizontal,  and  in  another  are  tilted 
at  80  high  an  angle  against  the  mountain,  are  Palaeozoic — Car- 
boniferous at  top  and  in  chief  part,  but  comprising  some  Devonian 
and,  possibly,  some  Silurian  beds  also.  They  rest  unconformably 
on  a  system  of  plicated  crystalline  schists  that  received  their 
contortion  in  pre-Devonian  and  probably  pre-Silurian  time,  while 
tlie  disturbance  which  uplifted  the  Virgin  range  occurred  in 
Secondary  time  and  produced  the  entire  cordillera  system  of  the 
Oreat  Basin.  Prof.  Whitney  and  Mr.  King  have  been  able  to 
refer  the  latter  definitely  to  the  Jurassic  epoch,  and  they  have 
also  discriminated  a  third  (Tertiary)  system  of  folds  of  which 
the  principal  manifestations  are  without  our  field. 

The  subject  of  the  distribution  of  sedimentary  rocks  in  the 
•'Great  West"  is  quite  in  its  infancy  In  most  of  the  ranges  are 
folded  more  than  one  group  of  rocks,  and  whenever  a  complete 
geological  map  of  the  Cordilleras  shall  have  been  made,  it  will 
show  as  complicated  a  labyrinth  as  that  which  represents  the 
arrangement  of  strata  in  the  Appalachians.  It  is  only  by  rudely 
tentative  lines  that  the  few  general  features  already  recognized 
can  be  represented.  To  begin  with  the  lowest:  tliere  is  a  broad 
area  in  southwestern  Arizona  and  adjacent  parts  of  California  in 
which  the  ranges  are  built  of  highly  metamorphic  rocks — chiefly 
crystalline  schists — and  granite.  In  these  schists  no  fossils  have 
been  found,  and  I  shall  apply  to  them  provisionally  the  title 
Azoic — without,  of  course,  intending  thereby  to  declare  them 
destitute  of  life.  They  may  prove  equivalent  to  the  Laurentian 
and  Huronian  of  Canada,  and  they  may  belong,  in  part  at  least, 
to  the  Silurian.  At  present  it  appears  most  probable  that  they 
are  pre-Silurian,  and  have  never  been  covered  by  other  sediments, 
but  rose  above  the  Silurian  ocean  (as  Newberry  has  already  sug- 
gested), a  continent  coeval  with  that  of  the  Laurentian  hills. 
Northward  from  this  Azoic  area  stretches  a  band  of  Silurian  and 
Devonian,  broad  in  southern  Nevada  and  narrow  in  northern, 
marking  an  early  axis  of  continental  upheaval.  East  and  west 
it  is  flanked  by  Carboniferous,  and  then  Trias,  in  belts  trending 
north  and  south — not  regularly,  indeed,  but  rudely  symmetrical 
about  the  axis  of  elevation  in  central  Nevada,  and  these  in  turn 
are  succeeded  both  east  and  west  by  Cretaceous  and  later  beds. 

[Mr.  Gilbert  illustrated  the  distribution  of  the  rocks  by  a  chart, 
and  exhibited  advance  sheets  of  the  map  engraved  to  accompany 
the  preliminary  report  of  the  expedition,  then  in  press.] 

Dr  Van  Sant,  of  San  Francisco,  explained  the  theory  of  his 
new  method  of  lighting  gas  jets  by  electricity,  and  exhibited  the 
apparatus  invented  by  himself  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  W.  Habkness  read  a  letter  from  Capt.  Tupman,  of  the 
British  Navy,  communicating  the  results  of  observations  made  in 
India  on  the  recent  solar  eclipse. 
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S8th  Mbeting.  Junb  1,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  read  a  paper 

ON  SAND  SCULPTURB  IN  THE  WB8T. 
(ABSTRACT.) 

The  author  exhibited  a  n amber  of  specimens  illustrative  of  the 
work  done  by  sand  propelled  by  wind,  and  of  the  similar  work 
of  sand  propelled  by  water,  accompanied  by  a  few  explanatory 
remarks,  in  the  course  of  which  he  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  river  erosion  the  chief  erosive  agent  is  moving  sand,  and 
the  function  of  the  water  is  the  propulsion  of  the  cutting  par- 
ticles and  the  transportation  of  the  eroded  material,  and  to  the 
fact  that  in  arid  regions,  where  aqueous  denudation  is  at  a  min- 
imum, its  place  is  taken  by  the  denudation  of  wind-borne  sand, 
for  which  arid  conditions  are  most  favorable. 

Mr.  J.  H.  C.  Coffin  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  read  portions 
of  letters  recently  received  from  Dr.  B.  A.  Gould,  Director  of  the 
National  Observatory  at  Cordoba,  Argentine  Republic,  giving 
an  account  of  the  progress  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  a  verbal  communication  on  the 
Woodbury  photo-relief  process,  exhibiting  Woodbury-prints  of 
photographs  reproduced  by  Mr.  J.  Carbutt  at  the  establishment 
of  the  American  Photo-relief  Printing  Company  for  the  Medical 
History  of  the  War.  In  his  opinion  the  minute  details  of  the 
negatives  were  more  faithfully  preserved  by  this  method  than  by 
the  Albertype  process,  and  it  was  therefore  preferable  when  natu- 
ral objects  of  delicate  texture  were  to  be  represented.  It  was 
also  well  suited  for  reproducing  photo-micrographs,  as  shown  by 
several  proofs,  which  he  also  exhibited. 

Mr.  E.  Frisbt  read  a  paper 

Olf  A  8BR1B8  FOR  THE  DETERMINATION  OF  THE  NUfiffBER  EXPRESSING 
THE  RATIO  OF  THE  OIRCUMFERENOE  TO  THE  DIAMETER. 

{Tkii  paper  i$  published  in  part  in  the  Meesenger  of  Mathematics^  December^ 

1872.) 
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This  calculation  baa  generally  been  made  by  means  of  the 
series — 

oc^      a^      x'       9 
tan~*a:  =  j:  —  —  + -f  &c. 

If  we  put  tan  -*x  =  -  or  ~,  we  have  a?  ==  1  or  —  ;  the fonner  is 
^  4        6  %/3 

inconyenient  because  it  converges  too  slowly,  and  the  latter  on 

account  of  the  radical  expression. 

Many  other  series  may  be  deduced  by  resolving  the  arc  into 

the  sum  of  two  or  more  arcs  whose  tangents  are  known ;  thus — 

!?  =  tan-"l=tan-'i  +  tan-»A  (a) 

=  2  tan-»^— tan-'i  (6) 

2  7  ^  ^ 

=  2  tan  " '  ^  +  tan  -  '^  (c) 

=     tan-^  +  tau-'A  +  tan-^J         {d) 

=  4  tan-'^_tan->JL  (e) 

5  239  ^  ^ 

=  4  tan  - « J  —  tan  -»±.  +  tan  - '  L  (/)  &c.  &c. 

Any  of  the  numbers  become  exceeding  complicated  when 
raised  to  high  powers ;  but  these  equations  have  all  been  used. 
Clausen  used  (c)  for  computing  ft,  and  Dase  used  {d)  to  200 
decimals.  Machin  used  {e)  and  Rutherford  (/).  Shanks  has 
also  lately  used  Machines  series  for  computing  h  to  707  decimals. 

We  have  also — 

Sin -»5:  =  j;  +  ^'  -1.  ^^  a^  +  &c. 
^  3  ^2.4.5      ^ 

or,  J?  =  sm  a:  +  -^  +  ~—  sin  *a?  +  Ac.  (^) 

Formula  (c)  gives 

^  =  2tan-^^  +tan--«^  =  2sin-*— i_  -f  sin"*-—      (h) 

On  account  of  the  numbers  10  and  50  in  the  denominators,  this 
form  is  more  simple  than  any  of  the  previous  ones,  but  inconve- 
nient on  account  of  the  radical  and  the  complicated  coefficients. 
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Bat  Gauss,  in  his  "Disqvisitiones  generates  circa  seriem  infini" 
(am,"  kc,,  has  gi?ea  another  series,  which  can  be  used  very  con- 
Teoientlj. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  this  series  we  shall  pnt  2  x  for  a;  in 
equation  (^),  and  it  then  becomes 

1  13 

2  X  =  sin  2  a?  +  —-  sin '  2  a:  -f  5-;-^  sin  *  2  a:  -j-  Ac. 
M*o  ^.4.0 

=  sin  2  a:  i  1  -f  — -  sin  «  2  X  +  5-^  -  sin  *  2  a:  -f  Ac.  f 
i.  2.0  2.4.0  } 

where  the  nth  term  within  the  bracket  is  of  the  form 

c  .  sin  •-*  2  a:  =  c  ^  2  *  (sin  •*-•  ar)  (1  —  sin '  a;)*-^ 
aod  Uierefore  only  involves  even  powers  of  sin  x,  and  the  series 
eta  consequently  be  put  into  the  form 

2  x  =  8in2a:{l  -|-asin*x  -|-  hs\ii^x-\-ce\Xi^x-\- iic.\ 
0,  h,  c,  Ac.  being  at  present  unknown. 

In  order  to  determine  them  we  shall  differentiate  this  series,  and 
we  have 
3=2co8  2x{l  -{■  a  Bin*  X  -\-  b  s\n*  X  -\-  c  sin*  X  -^  &c.\ 

+  sin  2x{2asinx  +  46sin'x4-6csin*x+  Ac. }  cos  x 
=  2(1  —  28in*x)  (1  -i-asin*x-|-6  8in*x-|-c8in*x-|- Ac.) 
-|-  2  ( 1  —  sin  *  X  )  (2  a  sin  •  X  -f  4  6  sin  *  X  -f  6  c  sin  •  X  -f  Ac.) 
whence  equating  coefficients  we  have 

2 
3  a  —  2   =0  whence  a  =-- 

2.4 
56— 4a  =  o        "      b  =  ^ 

0,0 

2  4.6 
7c  —  66=0        "      c  =  ;7-^~  Ac.  Ac. 

3.5.7 

therefore 
2x=sin2x(l+    sin»x-f  -^sin*x4-g^8in«x  +  Ac.j 

/i    .   2  .    ,      .  2.4    .    ,      ,  2.4.6   .    e      .   1,    \ 
or  x=8marcosx  ( 1  +  ^sm'x-f  —  sm*x  +  g-^sm«x  + Ac.^ 

wUeh  is  a  very  convenient  series. 

1  3  8 

If  8inx  =  ;;yr~,  cosx  =  ^|=and  sinxco8x=^; 

1  7  14 

If  8inx==;^,co8x=;;7-^   "   8inxcosx=YQQ; 
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1  1 

but  ft  =  S  sin"*  ^-"T  -(-  4  Bin  "*  "^^  from  equation  (h),  which, 
when  substituted  in  this  last  equation,  gives 

+-«{'+l(rfJ+l-l(ioi)'4l:?(,|-,)V*e.} 

If  we  now  examine  the  terms,  we  see  that  the  coefficient  of  the 
n***  term  is  deduced  from  that  of  the  (n-1)***  term  hj  multiplyiug 

'^^  ^7  ft    ~,=l-^~ ; ;  therefore  if  we  subtract  the  (_ r ) 

^  2n-l  2n-l'  \2n-V 

part  of  itself  from  each  term  and  remove  the  result  one  figure  to 

the  right,  we  obtain  the  next  term  of  the  first  series,  &c. 

For  the  second  series  we  start  our  computation  with  the  same 
number  and  multiply  each  succeeding  term  in  the  first  series  by 
the  consecutive  powers  of  (/^),  and  lastly  multiply  the  result  by 
^jf  and  add  it  to  the  first  series. 

The  computation  in  this  manner  gives  every  term  positive,  and 
by  computing  the  result  to  thirty  places  of  decimals  and  taking 
every  time  the  nearest  unit  in  the  last  place,  it  gives  the  thirtieth 
figure  accurate. 
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The  compatation  to  30  places  of  decimals  stands  thas : — 
Ratio  of  Cibcumpbrbrob  to  Diambtbb  =sir  to  30  Dbcimalb* 


F1B8T  8E&1BS. 

14 
.16 
.0128 

.001097142867142867142857142857 

97523809523809523809523810 

8865800865800865800865801 

818381618381618381618382 

76382284382284382284382 

7  i  8892088303853(K)97354 

681 055662603650219749 

64862444057490497119 

62<H2:33779412134507 

695606442823564913 

67354694494121066 

6537694640811689 

535905932981776 

61966635926506 

5048187489906 

491174999018 

47858076827 

4669080666 

456049739 

44591530 

4364277 

427521  I 

41914 

4112 

404 

40 

4 

1174004436173137547211236914869 


SECOND  SERIES. 
2.40 

.0320 
.000512 

8777142857142857142857143 

1560380952:^80952380952:^8 

283705627705627705ti277 

52376423576423576424 

977693240093240092 

18403637460578637 

348700429253070 

6641914271487 

127062707802 

2439603990 

46984966 

907296 

17560 

341 

7 


2.432520936071381533934599150330 

7 

30)17.027640552499270737542194052310 

.567588218416655691251406468410 
Pint  series  =  2.574004435173137547211236914869 

«-  s  3. 141592653589793238462643383279 


The  series  (5) 


=  2tan 


-»l_tan-'2=i 


sin* 


1 


—  sin 


1 


4  2  7  ,/5  V50 

ttild  also  be  used,  and  the  second  series  is  exactly  the  same  as 
6e  first,  with  the  consecutive  figures  removed  one  figure  further 
ts  the  right,  but  it  does  not  converge  so  rapidly  as  the  preceding. 
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29th  Meeting.  Junb  16,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper 
ON  the  expebimental  determination  of  the  ratio  of  the  cir. 

OUMPERENCB  TO  THE  DIAMETER,  BASED  ON  THE  PRINOIPLBB  OF  THE 
OALOULUS  OF  PR0BAB1LITIB& 

Mr.  Theo,  Gill  communicated  a  memoir  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Meek 

ON  THE  DISCOVERY  OF  NEW  SPECIES  OF  FOSSIL  PLANTS  FROM  ALLE- 
GHENT  CO.,  VA.,  WITH  SOME  REMARKS  ON  THE  GEOLOGY  OF  THAT 
STATE. 

Mr.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper  entitled 

A  HISTORICAL  NOTE  ON  THE  METHOD  OF  LEAST  SQUARES. 

{This  communication  is  referred  to  in  Nature  {London),  1872,  vol,  uL 
pp,  101  and  241.) 

Mr.  O.  Stone  read  a  memoir 

ON  THE  DETERMINATION  OF  THE  ERRORS  OF  A  PROVISORY  OATALOGUS 
OF  FUNDAMENTAL  8TAR& 


BOTH  Meeting.  June  29,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  S.  Newcomb  made  a  yerbal  commanication 

ON  THE  PROGRESS  OF  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  NEW  TELESCOPE 
FOR  THE   NAVAL  OBSERVATORY. 

(^The  substance  of  these  remarks  is  published  in  Scribner*s  Monthly  Magazine^ 
October,  1873.) 

Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  made  some  verbal  comments  on  a  recent 
publication 

ON  OUR  PRESENT  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  PLANET  JUPITEEL 
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BIstMxetino  October  5,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Curtis,  giving  an 
account  of  Prof.  Hajden's  progress  in  the  survey  of  the  Western 
Territories. 

3{r.  S  Newcomb  made  a  second  communication 

ON  THE  PBOORESS  OF  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE   NEW  TELESCOPE 
FOR  THE  NAVAL  OBSERVATORY. 

{7^  tubitanee  of  these  remarks  is  published  in  Scribner^i  Monthly  Magazinef 
October,  1873.) 

Qeoeral  W.  T.  Sherman,  by  invitation  of  the  Chair,  gave  an 
account  of  his  recent  visit  to  Egypt. 


32d  Meeting.  October  19,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Joseph  Henry  made  a  communication 

on  the  fluctuations  of  the  river  NILE. 

Mr.  J.  H.  C.  Coffin  exhibited,  with  some  comments, 

MAPS  PREPARED  BY  Q.  W.  HILL  FOR  USE  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE 
transit  OF  VENUS  IN  DECEMBER,  1874. 

( TTheMe  maps  are  published  with  text  as  Part  II.  of  Papers  relating  to  th4 
Transit  of  Venus.) 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Peirce  made  a  communication 

ON  STELLAR  PHOTOMETRY. 

{T%i»  paper  will  be  published  in  the  Annals  of  the  Harvard  College  Observa» 

tory.) 

Mr.  B.  B.  Elliott  communicated  some  details  of  an  investi- 
gation made  by  him 

ON  the  adjustment  of  census  returns. 
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33d  MSETIlfQ.  NOVSMBER  2,  1872. 

The  President  io  the  Chair. 

This  being  the  annual  business  meeting,  the  Secretary  read  the 
order  of  proceedings  as  determined  on  by  the  General  Committee^ 
and  also  read  the  names  of  those  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election 
of  officers.  As  the  result  of  the  election.  Mr.  Joseph  Henrt 
was  declared  unanimously  re-elected  as  PresWent.  For  Vice- 
Presidents  there  were  elected  Messrs.  J.  E.  Hilgard,  W.  B. 
Taylor,  M.  C.  Meiqs,  and  J.  K.  BARNEa  As  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Peter  Parker  was  unanimously  re-elected.  Mr.  B.  F.  Craiq 
having  declined  a  renomination  for  the  Secretaryship,  there  were 
elected  as  Secretaries  Mr.  T.  Gill  and  Mr.  S.  Newcomb.  As 
members  at  large  of  the  General  Committee,  there  were  elected — 
N  S.  Lincoln,  S.  F.  Baird, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  J.  H.  C.  Coffin, 

A.  Hall,  J.  J.  Woodward, 

B.  F.  Craig,  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

T.  L.  Casey. 

On  the  close  of  the  election  the  President,  in  a  few  remarks, 
reviewed  the  condition  and  activity  of  the  Society  during  the 
past  year. 


34th  Meeting.  November  16,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Theodore  Gill  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  homologies  OF  THE  SHOULDER  GIRDLE  OF  FISHES. 

(7%«  substance  of  thU  communication  was  published  in  the  author^s  **  Ar* 
rangement  of  the  Families  of  Fishes^^*  pp,  xiii,-xix.,  1872,  and,  under 
the  title,  "  On  the  Homologies  of  the  Shoulder  Girdle  of  the  Dipnoans 
and  other  Fishes,**  in  the  "Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History*^ 
{London),  Ath  series,  v.  11,  pp.  173-178,  March,  1873.) 

Mr.  W.  Harkness  read  a  paper 

ON  SOME  MEASUREMENTS  OF  HEIGHTS  BY  A  POCKET  ANEROID. 
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Mr.  J.  E.  HiLQARD  explained  the  construction  of  the  new  ane- 
roid constructed  by  Goldschmidt,  illustrating  his  remarks  by  ex- 
hibiting one  of  the  instruments  in  question. 

Dr.  B.  P.  Craiq  read  a  communication 

ON  THE  WATEB  SUPPLY  OP  CITIES. 


S5th  Meeting.  November  30,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

General  W.  T.  Sherman  gave  an  account  of  his  travels  in 
Turkey  and  the  Caucasus,  recounting  numerous  observations  of 
general  interest  made  by  him  in  those  countries. 


36th  Meeting.  December  11,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  stated  that  the  meeting  had  been  called  a  few 
days  earlier  than  usual  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  Professor 
John  Tyndall,  of  the  Royal  Institution,  London,  but  that  the 
proceedings  would  be  those  of  an  ordinary  meeting.  The  Presi- 
dent then  read  a  paper 

ON  certain  abnormal  phenomena  op  sound   in  connection 
with  fog  signals. 

Prof.  Tyndall  made  some  remarks  on  this  subject,  citing  cer- 
tain coses  of  abnormal  phenomena  which  had  come  under  his 
own  notice. 

Mr.  S.  Newcomb  gave  an  account  of 

THE   proceedings  OP  THE  COMMISSION  TO  ARRANGE   FOR  THE   OB- 
SERVATION OF  THE  NEXT  TRANSIT  OF  VENUS. 
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Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  read  a  paper 

ON  WAVES,  MOLECULES,  AND  ATOM& 
(ABSTRACT.) 

Of  the  five  elements  necessary  to  complete  the  physical  theory 
of  light  and  heat  undulations,  three  arc  known  with  a  tolerable 
degree  of  certainty  and  accuracy ;  to  wit,  the  velocity  of  propa- 
gation, the  length  of  the  wave,  and  the  varying  rapidity  corre- 
sponding thereto.  The  two  remaining  elements — the  average 
amplitude  of  the  wave,  and  the  form,  or  character  of  excursion 
of  a  wave  particle — are  undetermined. 

Mr.  M.  Ponton  has  recently*  attempted  to  estimate  the  ampli- 
tude of  the  ethereal  wave  by  a  comparison  of  the  velocities  of 
light  and  sound,  and  the  relative  energies  of  elasticity  involved, 
making  it  of  the  order  of  500  thousand  millions  to  the  wave- 
length, or  2000  billion  to  the  inch  ;  and  making  the  amplitude 
proportional  to  the  wave  length.  Unfortunately,  this  estimate 
takes  no  account  of  the  momentum  or  mass  of  the  vibratory  me- 
dium, an  element  which  we  have  no  means  of  determining. 

The  dynamical  theory  of  heat  as  applied  to  gases,  teaches  us 
that  their  isolated  constituent  molecules,  separated  from  their 
mutual  cohesive  attractions,  are  at  all  temperatures,  in  a  state  of 
motion  and  collision,  not  indeed  of  actual  contact,  but  of  impinge- 
ment upon  each  other's  dynasphere  of  repulsion  ;  the  energy  of 
which  repulsion  is  estimated  by  Maxwell  as  being  inversely  as  the 
fifth  power  of  the  distance. 

From  computations  made  by  Mr.  Waterston  in  1857,  by  Mr. 
Stoney  in  1868,  and  by  Sir  William  Thomson  in  1870,  all  tole- 
rably concordant,  we  may  accej)t  the  order  of  magnitude  of  the 
molecules  as  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  200  millionth  of 
an  inch.  The  conjoined  calculations  of  Clausius  and  Maxwell 
have  rendered  it  probable  that  at  ordinary  temperature  and  pres- 
sure the  average  length  of  free  excursion  of  the  molecules  of  a 
gas  between  collisions,  is  about  300  thousand  to  the  inch,  the 
mean  velocity  at  the  rate  of  1640  feet  per  second,  and  the  fre- 
quency of  collisions,  consequently,  about  6000  million  per  second. 
These  motions  are,  however,  exceedingly  variable  and  irregular, 
both  in  the  lengths  and  in  the  velocities  of  the  excursions ;  and 
therefore  take  no  part  in  impressing  the  ethereal  medium,  or  in 
the  production  of  light. 

Each  molecule  is  a  remarkably  constant  and  complex  structure, 
consisting  of  an  aggregation  of  parts  which  may  be  provisionally 
called  "atoms,"  and  which  are  in  regular  or  rhythmical  move- 
ment among  themselves  ;  and  it  is  in  this  motion  of  the  material 
Atoms  that  the  luminiferous  waves  have  ever  their  origin.     We 

*  Qaarterly  Joariial  of  Science,  July,  1871,  i.  349. 
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tbos  learo  that  for  the  mean  wave-length  of  light  (about  the  45 
thousandth  of  an  inch),  there  are  about  500  billion  of  these 
atomic  oscillations  or  revolutions  in  one  second  ;  so  that,  brief  as 
is  the  interval  of  molecular  excursion  from  neighbor  to  neighbor, 
about  83  thousand  of  these  undisturbed  internal  pulsations  occur 
)B  the  interval.  There  is  thus  a  constant  exchange  and  tendency 
to  equalization  of  vus-viva  between*  the  atomic  vibrations,  and  the 
molecular  flights  producing  them  ;  and  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  mode  of  transfer  by  successive  irregular  or  variable  impacts, 
we  are  forced  to  conceive  these  atomic  motions  as  variable  ellip- 
ticul  orbits,  the  straight  line  and  the  circle  being  the  maximum 
ind  minimum  limits  of  elliptic  eccentricity.  The  radiation  of 
beat  is  always  of  atomic  origin,  and  is  transmitted  with  the  ve- 
locity of  light.  The  conduction  of  heat  is  always  of  molecular 
origin,  and  is  communicated  through  material  contacts  or  impacts, 
and  with  very  great  slowness,  from  the  time  required  to  diffuse 
motions  with  such  extreme  irregularity  and  prevalent. obliquity 
of  impacts. 

Knowing  the  mean  period  of  the  atomic  orbits,  if  the  average 
velocity  communicated  to  them  at  collisions  equalled  the  average 
velocity  of  the  molecular  flights,  the  average  magnitude  of  the 
orbit  might  easily  be  computed  at  about  the  25,000  millionth 
part  of  an  inch,  or  the  500  thousandth  of  a  mean  wave-length. 
But  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  average  velocity  is  much 
less  than  1640  feet  per  second,  and  the  mean  diameter  of  the 
orbit  correspondingly  smaller;  since  of  the  total  or  aggregate 
m-viva — external  and  internal — of  the  molecules,  constituting 
the  gpecilic  heat  of  a  gas,  more  than  half  belongs  to  the  trans- 
latory  motion.  That  the  orbit  constituting  the  width  of  the  wave 
must  be  exceedingly  small,  is  evident  from  the  very  wide  range 
of  variation  to  whieh  it  is  subject  within  the  molecnlar  magnitude. 
The  large  luminous  orbits  undoubtedly  exceed  the  smallest  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  times,  or  probably  as  sixteen  miles  ex- 
ceeds one  inch.  The  amplitude  of  the  waves  is  as  the  square 
root  of  the  intensity  (which  may  vary  a  billion  times),  and  in- 
Tersely  as  the  distance  of  the  origin. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at  respecting  the  two  unknown  elements 
of  the  luminifi-rous  wave  motion  is,  that  the  form  is  probably  an 
elliptical  orbit  (as  in  the  case  of  liquid  waves),  and  that  its  diam- 
eter—constituting the  amplitude  of  the  wave — is  for  light  of  ordi- 
nary brilliancy,  probably  of  an  order  approaching  the  billionth 
of  an  inch. 
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37th  AifBTiNa.  December  21,  1872. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Charles  S.  Peirce,  of  Cambridge,  made  some  remarks 

ON  THE  COINCIDENCE  OF  THE  OEOORAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF  RAIN- 
FALL AND  OF  ILLITERACY/ AS  SHOWN  BY  THE  STATISTICAL 
MAPS  OF  THE  NINTH  CENSUS  REPORTS. 

(ABSTRACT.) 

The  author  called  attention  to  the  striking  resemblance  between 
the  map  showing  the  distribution  of  illiteracy  (the  percentage  of 
population  unable  to  read  or  write)  in  the  United  States,  given 
in  the  Report  of  the  Census  of  1870,  and  the  map  showing  the 
distribution  of  rainfall  during  the  three  winter  months  published 
in  Mr.  Schott's  reduction  and  discussion  of  the  Smithsonian  ob- 
servations of  that  element.  Mr.  Peirce  suggested  as  a  possible 
explanation  for  the  resemblance  that  the  copious  winter  rains 
would  produce  agricultural  plenty,  which  in  its  turn  would  favor 
indolence. 

Mr.  T.  QiLL  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  SCOMBROCOTTUS  SALM0NEU8  OF  PETER& 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLQARD  read  a  report 

ON  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  METROLOOICAL 
COMMISSION. 


88th  Meeting.  January  4,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Prof.  J.  R.  Eastman  read  a  paper  on 

A  COMPARISON  OF  THE   THERMOMETERS   USED  TO   DETERMINE  THE 

CORRECTION  FOR  ATMOSPHERIC  REFRACTION  AT  THE  U.  S. 

NAVAL  OBSERVATORY. 

(ABSTRACT.) 

The  discrepancies  between  the  two  thermometers  used  in  the 
observations  with  the  transit  circle  and  the  standard  thermometer 
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led  him  to  place  another  thermometer  on  the  west  side  of  the  ob- 
serring  room  and  make  a  series  of  comparisons  with  the  standard. 

Thermometer  A  was  suspended  on  the  outside  of  the  norther!! 
wall  of  the  observing  room  in  a  double  tin  box  shaped  like  the 
frastrum  of  a  pyramid  with  a  base  30  inches  square. 

Thermometer  B  was  placed  on  the  northern  wall  near  the  roof, 
and  just  outside  the  eastern  side  of  the  vertical  opening  in  the 
nortbera  wall  of  the  observing  room. 

Thermometer  C  was  attached  to  a  rod  depending  from  the  roof 
almost  directly  over  the  transit  circle,  and  was  nearly  on  the  same 
level  as  the  object-glass  when  the  instrument  was  pointed  at  the 
zenith, 

The  standard  thermometer  D  was  in  the  meteorological  observ- 
atory, situated  southeast  of  the  observing  room. 

Thermometer  A  was  t.5  feet  above  the  floor  of  the  observing  room. 
"  B    *'  16.5       "  "  "  " 

"  C    "  13.5       "  "  "  " 

"  D    "    4.2       "  the  ground  on  the  lawn 

From  A  to  B  the  distance  was  11.0  feet. 
"     A  to  C       "  "     23.5    " 

"     B  to  C       "  "     21.5    " 

"     A  to  D      "  "    about  37  yards. 

Sixteen  comparisons  were  made  between  May  8  and  July  16, 
18T0,  and  the  most  marked  differences  were  as  below : — 

The  maximum  difference  between  A  and  B  was  4^.0,  July  15.9 

A  and  C    "     6  .5,  May  12.0 
A  and  D    "    7  .1,  July  15  9 
"  "        B  and  C    "    4.0,  June  22.4 

B  and  D    "    4.9,  July  16.0 
CandD     "    6  .6,  July  15.9 

From  the  following  equations  giving  the  greatest  positive  and 
negative  differences  the  ranges  of  differences  are  obtained  : — 


B  — D  =  +4°.9 

=  —1^6  Range  6°.5 

C  — D  =  +  6°.6 

=  — 2M  Range  8°.  t 


A  —  B  =  +  4°.0  Range  4^.0 

A— C  =  +6°.5 

=  — 3°.  0  Range  9^5 

B  —  C  =  +  4°.2  Range  8^2 
=  —  4^0 

Representing  the  mean  of  the  readings  of  the  exterior  and 
interior  thermometers,  A  and  C,  by  M,  we  have  the  maximum 
value  of  M  —  D  =  6^.9,  and  the  minimum  value  =  l°.l.  Also 
the  maximum  value  of  M  —  B  =  3^.8. 

Assuming  the  temperature  indicated  by  the  standard  thermom- 
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eter  to  be  correct,  it  will  appear  that  refractions  compated  for 
65^  zenith  distance  by  means  of  temperatures  obtained  from  ther- 
mometer A  are  liable  to  be  in  error  1".7,  by  thermometer  B  1".^ 
and  by  thermometer  C  r'.6. 

At  a  zenith  distance  of  82°  the  error  fh>m  computing  from 
thermometer  A  might  be  5".0,  from  B  3".4,  and  from  C  4". 6. 

Other  combinations  would  show  similar  differences,  though  in 
one  or  two  cases  of  less  magnitude ;  all,  however,  indicating  a 
marked  uncertainty  in  the  determinations  of  refractions  at  con- 
siderable zenith  distances,  even  in  a  fixed  observatory. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  T.  Antisell,  now  at 
Yokohama, 

ON  THB  METEOROLOGY  Of  JAPAN. 


39th  Meetinq.  January  18,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  11.  D.  Cutts  read  a  paper 

ON  THE   RESULTS  OF   ASTRONOMICAL   OBSERVATIONS  AT   SHERMANT 
STATION,  WYOMING  TERR. 

(ABSTRACT. ) 

The  author  gave  an  account  of  the  origin,  organization,  and 
results  of  an  expedition  for  scientific  purposes  made  during  the 
past  summer,  to  Sherman  in  Wyoming  Territory,  of  which  he  had 
the  general  charge  under  the  instructions  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Coast  Survey. 

The  expedition  was  authorized  by  Congress  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
and  had  for  its  principal  object  an  astronomical  reconnaissance 
to  determine  the  advantages  to  be  gained  in  the  observation  of 
celestial  phenomena  by  an  elevation  of  the  instrument  above  nearly 
one-third  and  the  dtMisest  portion  of  the  atmosphere.  The  oppor- 
tunity was  also  taken  to  determine  the  exact  latitude  and  longi- 
tude of  the  station,  and  to  make  a  series  of  meteorological 
observations  with  a  view  to  obtain  some  idea  of  the  climatic  con- 
dition of  the  elevation,  and  of  the  fitness  of  the  locality  for  an 
extended  class  of  astronomical  observations.  For  these  purposes 
the  party  consisted  of  a  full  corps  of  observers,  provided  with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PHILOSOPHICAL   SOCIETY  OP   WASHINGTON.  11 

iDstraments  of  the  most  approved  character.  The  special  class 
of  observations  called  for  were  made  by  Prof.  C.  A.  Young,  of^ 
Dartmouth  College,  with  the  12-foot  equatorial  and  spectroscopic* 
apparatus  belonging  to  that  institution. 

The  astronomical  station  was  on  the  high  ground  near  Sherman 
depot,  which  is  situated  on  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway 
where  it  crosses  the  summit  of  the  Black  Hills,  the  most  eastern 
range  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  latitude  was  4P  07'  49".5 ; 
the  longitude  west  from  Greenwich,  105"^  23'  11";  and  height 
abo?e  the  sea-level,  8335  feet. 

Three  temporary  observatories  were  erected ;  one  for  the  transit 
and  latitude  instrument,  chronograph  and  telegraphic  apparatus; 
a  second  for  the  meteorological  instruments  and  observers;  and 
the  third  and  largest  for  the  equatorial  telescope.  The  observa- 
tions were  commenced  in  June  and  continued  through  July  and 
part  of  August,  the  meteorological  class  having  been  made  hourly, 
day  and  night,  for  a  term  of  sixty  days. 

The  longitude  was  determined  by  telegraphic  exchange  of 
dock-beats,  on  seven  nights,  with  Assistant  A.  T.  Mosman  at 
8alt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory,  the  intermediate  distance  being 
6(10  miles.  The  latitude  was  determined  by  110  observations  oa 
nineteen  pairs  of  stars  for  differences  of  zenith  distance. 

CiMern  Barometers, — 
The  highest  mean  of  24  hours  was  on  June  21st,  22.488 
The  lowest  mean  "  "     June  30th,  21.977 

Mean  height  of  the  60  day  set        .         .        .       22.281 

The  tropical  hours  were  found  to  be  3  A.  M.  and  5  P.  M.  for 
the  periods  of  daily  minima,  and  9  A.  M.  and  10  P.  M.  for  the 
daily  maxima.  The  hourly  oscillations  at  night  were  not. half  so 
great  as  during  the  day.  The  barometric  column  was  in  all  cases 
rednc<»d  to  the  freezing  point. 

Fahrenheit  Thermometers, — The  temperature  of  the  air  varied 
from  32^  to  81^.6,  the  mean  of  the  day  and  night  being  66^5. 
The  hour  of  lowest  temperature  was  4  A.  M.,  or  about  half  an 
hour  before  sunrise,  and  of  the  highest  at  noon.  The  mean  tem- 
perature of  the  night,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  was  50^3,  and 
of  the  day,  60 ''.2. 

^lar  Maximum  Radiation  Thermometers, — The  maximum 
excess  of  temperature  of  the  solar  rays,  divested  of  the  effects  of 
▼apor  and  wind,  above  the  temperature  as  given  by  the  thermom- 
eters in  the  shade  but  otherwise  freely  exposed,  was  tolerably 
wiiform,  the  average  being  73 \ 

Wet'bulb  Thermometers. — The  relative  humidity  varied  from 
a  comparative  absence  of  vapor  to  complete  saturation.  Its  mean 
▼aloe  was  0.463.  During  many  days  and  nights,  the  degree  of 
njoisture  in  the  air  was  not  one-tenth  of  what  it  could  have  held — 
•howing  the  dryness  of  the  atmosphere — while  at  other  times,  but 
▼ery  rarely,  the  mean  of  the  day  was  0.900. 
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Evaporaiton. — The  mean  of  the  maximum  evaporation  of  water 
during  the  24  hours  for  eleven  days,  was  six  times  greater  than 
when  the  water  was  kept  in  the  shade  and  protected. 

Wind, — The  general  direction  of  the  wind  was  from  the  quarter 
between  N.  W.  and  S.  W.,  or  from  the  mountains  to  the  plains. 
The  proportion  from  this  quarter  during  the  60  days  was  53  per 
cent ;  from  S.  W.  to  S  E.  25  per  cent. ;  from  S.  E.  to  N.  E.  12 
per  cent. ;  and  from  N.  E.  to  N.  W.  10  per  cent.  The  general 
direction  of  the  upper  strata,  as  inferred  from  the  movements  of 
the  upper  clouds,  was  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  The  wind  was,  at 
times,  very  strong,  and  frequently  continued  so  day  and  night, 
constituting,  as  a  rule,  dry  gales.  Its  velocity  ranged  from  two 
miles  to  43.7  per  hour,  there  being  few  occasions  on  which  it  was 
entirely  calm.  The  velocity  per  day  varied  from  167  to  760  miles, 
the  average  being  332  miles. 

Hain, — The  total  quantity  of  rain  which  fell,  including  melted 
snow  and  hail,  amounted  to  2.55  inches. 

Electrometer.  —  Tiie  observations -for  atmospheric  electricity 
taken  on  25  days  show  that  the  kind  and  intensity  followed  no 
general  law ;  that  positive  electricity  prevailed  during  the  fore- 
noon ;  negative  in  the  afternoon,  and  about  equally  divided  at 
noon ;  while  the  omission  of  results  at  certain  hours  and  days 
during  the  same  period  shows  that  in  clear  and  even  partially 
clear  weather,  no  trace  of  electricity  was  discovered,  or  if  it  ex- 
isted, it  was  too  feeble  in  amount  to  be  detected  by  the  instrument. 
Three  hundred  quarter  inch  sparks  per  minute  were  frequently 
noted  during  a  thunder  storm,  or  during  the  prevalence  of  a  storm 
in  the  mountains  to  the  westward. 

Casella  Bypspmeters, — The  mean  of  14  determinations  of  the 
boiling  *point,  on  eleven  days,  was  197^.33,  the  mean  corrected 
barometer  for  the  hours  of  observation  standing  at  22.309. 

The  weather  during  the  72  continuous  days  which  the  party 
spent  at  Sherman  was  characterized  by  excessive  cloudiness ;  by 
high  winds  from  the  N.  W.  and  W. ;  by  the  suddenness  with 
which  the  sky  would  be  obscured  and  then  become  clear  again ; 
by  the  various  directions  in  which  different  cloud  strata  would  be 
moving  at  the  same  time;  and  by  a  positive  uncertainty  in  regard 
to  the  duration  of  any  favorable  opportunity  for  astronomical 
observations.  The  altitude  was  probably  a  little  too  great,  as 
the  summit  was  frequently  enveloped  in  a  fog  or  passing  cloud 
when  it  was  clear  weather  a  few  miles  lower  down  the  mountain 
slopes. 

The  dryness  of  the  air,  so  much  to  be  desired  in  astronomical 
work,  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  facts :  rapid  evapora- 
tion; unnsual  and  almost  immediate  shrinkage  of  newly  eat  lum- 
ber; DO  perspiration;  no  animal  putrefaction,  and  no  mould. 
The  dew-point  was  invariably  lower  than  the  temperature  of  the 
air,  and  hence  there  was  no  dew.    The  absolute  amount  of  moist- 
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ure  was  no  doubt  greater  than  usaal,  and  yet  it  was  50  per  cent, 
less  than  at  St.  Louis. 

When  the  sky  was  entirely  free  from  clouds,  the  firmament  was 
indescribably  brilliant — and  so  much  more  than  at  the  sea  level 
that  the  value,  to  the  unassisted  eye,  of  the  increased  transparency 
of  the  atmosphere  was  assumed  at  one,  if  not  two  magnitudes. 
Stars  of  the  fifth  magnitude  were  observed  for  determination  of 
time  before  sunset  with  the  telescope  of  the  small  portable 
transit,  and  the  companion  to  Polaris,  ninth  magnitude,  was  dis- 
tinctly visible  at  night  with  a  reconnoitring  telescope  of  2^ 
inches  aperture.  The  greater  steadiness  and  definition  were 
very  apparent  during  the  observations  made  on  sixty  different 
time  stars. 

Prof.  Young  states  in  his  report  to  the  Superintendeflt  of  the 
Coast  Survey  that  hundreds  of  small  stars  which  he  had  never 
seen  at  Hanover,  came  out  distinctly,  and  that  he  thought  a 
majority  of  the  stars  rated  in  the  British  Association  Catalogue 
of  the  seventh  magnitude,  were  fairly  within  reach  of  the  naked 
eye.  As  an  expression  of  the  value  of  the  elevation,  he  gives  it 
as  his  deliberate  opinion  that  at  Sherman  the  9^  inch  object 
glass  of  the  12  foot  equatorial  was  just  about  equal  to  a  12  inch 
glass  at  the  sea-level.  The  discoveries  made  by  Prof.  Young  of 
new  lines  in  the  spectrum  of  the  chromosphere,  and  his  observa- 
tions on  the  spectra  of  solar  spots  and  on  solar  storms,  have  been 
poblished  by  him. 

While  the  reconnaissance  adds  another  proof  of  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  by  so  great  an  elevation  of  the  telescope,  the  Me- 
teorological Register  clearly  intimates  that  a  more  favorable 
position  than  Sherman  should  be  searched  for,  in  view  of  any 
proposition  to  erect  a  permanent  observatory  on  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains to  be  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  astronomical  science 
and  discovery. 

A  full  report  of  the  expedition,  illustrated  with  tables  and  dia- 
grams, will  appear  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Superiutendedt 
of  the  Coast  Survey  for  1872. 

Mr.  R.  Keith  read  a  paper 

ON  ACHROMATIC  OBJECT  0LAB8E& 

Kr.  0.  A.  Otis  made  a  communication 

ON  fraotures  of  the  inner  table  of  the  cranium. 

Mr.  T.  Gill  made  some  remarks 

ON  THE  homologies  OF  THE  ARM  IN  FISHES,  AND   THE   DEVELOP- 
BiENT  OF  THE  HUBiERUB  IN  GANOIDS. 
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40th  Meeting.  Februabt  1, 1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair 
Mr.  Benj.  Alvobd  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  HABITABILITT  OF  THE  ELEVATED  PLATEAUS  OF  THE  WEST. 

Professor  Benjamin  Peirce,  of  Cambridge,  made  some  remarks 

ON  the  theories  OF  THE  NATURE  OF  COMETS'  TAILS. 

{The  Mubitanee  of  (his  communieatton  had  been  previotuly  communicated  to  the 
American  Academy  of  Arte  and  Sciences^  at  Boston.) 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication 
ON  life  and  annuity  tables,  based  on  the  census  of  1870. 


4l8T  Meeting.  February  15,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  M.  Yarnall  read  a  paper 

on  the  general  star  catalogue  prepared  from  the  obserta- 
tions  at  the  naval  observatory  since  1845. 

(  7^0  iubstance  of  theee  remarks  it  published  in  Washington  (^servations,  1871,, 
Appendix  III,) 

Mr.  W.  Harrness  made  a  commanication 

*  ON  THE  POWER  NECESSARY  TO  DRIVE  THE  PENDULUM  OF  AN 
ASTRONOMICAL  CLOCK« 


42d  Meeting.  March  1,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  E.  FooTE  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  LAWS  OF  CONDENSATION  OF  AQUEOUS  VAPOR  IN  THE 
ATMOSPHERE. 

Mr.  C.  E.  DuTTON  presented  a  memoir 
on  the  causes  of  the  elevations  and  the  subsidences  of  the 
earth's  surface. 
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Mr.  Jo8£PH  Henry  delivered  the  first  of  a  series  of  discourses 

ON  ATMOSPHERIC  ELECTRICITY. 


43d  Meetinq.  March  15,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  E.  FooTE  read  a  communication 

ox  A  PROPOSED  method  OF  OBSERVING   ASTRONOMICAL  TRANSITS. 

Dr.  A.  J.  WoEiKOFP,  of  St  Petersburgh,  read  a  paper 

ON  METEOROLOGY  IN  RUSSIA. 

{This  paper  is  puhlhhfd  in  full  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1872  of  the  Seere- 
tarif  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  pp,  267-298.) 

Mr.  Joseph  Henry  delivered  a  second  discourse 

ON  ATMOSPHERIC  ELECTRICITY. 


44th  Meeting.  March  29,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  General  Lefroy,  Governor- 
General  of  the  Bermudas,  relating  to  the  changes  of  sea-level  at 
Bermuda,  and  their  relations  to  health. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication 

ON  INTERNATIONAL  COINAGE. 

Mr.  E.  Frisby  read  a  paper 

ON  A  GREGORIAN  CALENDAR. 
(^The  following  is  the  calendar  proposed  by  Mr,  Frisby,) 
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GENERAL  GREGORIAN  CALENDAR. 
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(iV.  B. — TA«  list  of  week  ^ayt  printea  at  the  top  of  this  table  should  he  copied  on 
a  separate  slip  of  paper  and  used  as  a  movable  slide.) 

DIRECTIONS. 
Look  for  the  day  of  the  week  at  bottom  answering  to  the  year  and  oentnry; 
put  this  day  on  the  movable  slide  first  to  the  left,  t.  e.  opposite  January  4th9 
and  we  have  a  complete  calendar  for  the  year;  for  leap  years  in  January  and 
February  use  the  vacant  space  above  the  year,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  year  use  the 
proper  number.  Leap  year  is  known  by  being  iminedlately  below  the  vacant 
space;  the  presidential  inaugurjition  year  is  to  the  right  of  the  vacant  space, 
etc.  For  centuries  those  only  are  leap  years  which  are  divisible  by  4,  aa  2000* 
The  calendar  repeats  itself  every  400  years. 
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Mr.  F.  M.  Endlich  read  a  memoir 

ON  minebalogigal  systems. 

EFer  since  the  attention  of  naturalists  was  directed  towards 
minerals,  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  classification  for  them  has 
been  felt 

Aristotle  already  (384-322  a.  Chr.  n.)  classified  all  minerals 
into  dpvxfd  (stones)  and  furax  xtvra  (ores),  the  former  as  owinj^ 
their  origin  to  the  agency  of  humid  vapor,  the  latter  to  dry  gases. 
Theophrast,  and  later  Pliny,  describe  a  number  of  minerals,  many 
of  which  may  be  recognized  by  the  description,  but  no  attempt 
was  made  by  either  of  them  to  assign  them  their  respective  posi- 
tions in  any  definite  system.  The  Arabian  physician  Avicenna 
(about  1010  p.  Chr.  n.)  separated  the  minerals  into  four  classes, 
Tiz.,  stones,  inflammable  foi^sih,  salts,  and  metals.  About  the 
same  time  Abul-Kihan-Albironny  took  the  specific  gravity  of  a 
number  of  minerals,  but  no  knowledge  of  any  more  important 
investigations  from  that  time  has  reached  us.  Basil  Valentin  is 
laid  to  be  the  author  of  a  little  book  published  in  the  Germaa 
language  about  the  year  1500,  but  this  is  most  likely  the  work 
of  several  German  miners  combined.  Here  we  find  for  the  first 
time  names  like  Quartz,  Vries,  Spat,  &c.  Georg  Agricola,  in  his 
"De  Natura  Fossilium"  (1546)  has  copied  these  names,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  well  acquainted  with  form,  cleavage,  hardness,  gravity, 
color,  lustre,  Ac,  of  a  large  number  of  minerals.  Later,  in  1760, 
the  first  impulse  to  study  the  form  of  minerals  more  carefully  was 
given  by  the  Danish  mineralogist  Bartholin,  who  measured  and 
calculated  the  angles  of  the  transparent  Iceland  double-spar. 
After  this  time  considerable  attention  was  paid  to  the  crystallo- 
graphic  part  of  mineralogy,  the  knowledge  of  which  received  a 
very  valuable  addition  by  the  assertion  of  the  Dane  Steno  in 
1669,  that  in  rock  crystal,  in  spite  of  unsymmetrical  development 
of  the  faces,  the  angles  vjere  constant.  Investigations  of  this 
iind,  carried  on  by  different  mineralogists,  tended  to  develop  the 
interest  in  the  crystalline  forms  of  minerals,  and  in  1735  Carl 
Lioo^  was  the  first  naturalist  who  based  a  classification  of  the 
minerals  on  their  cry  stall  ©graphic  character,  in  his  "  Systema 
Naturae,  sive  tria  regna."  He  still  labored  under  the  old  pre- 
vailing idea,  that  the  salts  chiefly  produced  crystalline  forms,  and 
therefore  called  them  "patres,^^  as  creating  the  crystals  in  the 
"matrices."  He  distinguished  in  his  classification  : — 
Petras,  rocks ;  Mineras,  minerals ;  and 
Fossilia,  petrefactions. 
Through  these  views  BomS  de  Lisle  was  led  to  the  study  of 
crystallography,  and  afterwards  Hauy,  in  his  "  Essai  d'une  The- 
Tic  sur  la  Structure  des  Crystaux"  1784,  and  1801  in  his  "Traits 
de  Mineraiogie"  elevated  crystallography  to  a  special  science. 
The  works  of  these  excellent  investigators  had  a  great  influence 
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on  the  direction  which  mineralogy  took  in  Prance,  traces  of  which 
may  to-day  yet  be  observed  in  the  character  of  their  books  upon 
that  subject. 

A  new  era  was  started  by  Werner,  who  introduced  a  natural 
system,  and  showed  his  views  very  clearly  in  a  little  book  thut 
appeared  in  1774.  He  recognizes  the  minerals  by  exterior  cha- 
racteristics— lustre,  fracture,  color,  hardness,  sound,  Ac. — and 
even  touch,  temperature,  weight,  and  taste  help  him  to  discrimi- 
nate. His  system  was  first  published  by  Eramerling  in  1793,  and 
later  by  Hoffmann  and  Breithaupt,  1811-1813.  He  paid  great 
attention  to  the  crystallographic  forms  of  minerals,  and  very  care- 
fully described  them.  In  his  scholar,  Prof.  Weiss,  of  Berlin,  his 
system  received  a  great  support,  and  Weiss,  as  an  excellent  crys- 
tal lographer,  paid  the  necessary  attention  to  that  branch  of  miu- 
eralogical  science.  Mohs,  also  a  scholar  of  Werner,  in  the  same 
way  followed  the  method  of  a  natural  classification,  going  so  far 
as  to  almost  entirely  neglect  the  chemical  composition  of  minerals. 
Haidinger  made  many  valuable  investigations  regarding  the 
physical  qualities  of  minerals.  C.  F.  Naumann,  in  his  *'  Elemente 
der  Mineralogie,"  1846,  took  the  same  course,  differing,  however, 
from  Weiss  in  the  crystallographic  part.  Quenstedt,  a  scholar 
of  Weiss,  adopted  the  classification  of  minerals  as  proposed  by 
hira  in  his  "Handbuch  der  Mineralogie,"  1854,  and  his  text-book, 
together  with  that  of  Naumann,  are  at  the  present  time  most 
extensively  in  use  at  institutions  of  learning  throughout  Germany. 

At  the  same  time,  parallel  with  the  work  done  by  Werner  and 
others,  a  new  basis  for  the  classification  of  minerals  had  been 
adopted  by  several  mineralogists;  it  was  the  chemical  basis. 
Wallerius  of  Sweden,  in  his  "Mineralkicket,"  1747,  and  Axel  von 
Cronstedt  in  his  "Forsok  til  Mineralogie,"  1758,  proposed  a  class- 
ification of  minerals  based  upon  their  chemical  constituents.  In 
1782  Bergman  published  the  "Sciagraphia  regne  Mineralis," 
which  is  generally  regarded  as  the  first  chemical  system.  Vau- 
quelin  and  Klaproth  furnished  a  large  number  of  very  valuable 
analyses,  so  that  the  necessity  of  combining  chemistry  with  min- 
eralogy became  more  and  more  apparent.  Berzelius  first  intro- 
duced the  chemical  symbols,  and  in  1815  published  a  classification 
of  minerals  based  upon  chemical  composition.  In  1841  Rani- 
melsberg  wrote  the  first  edition  of  his  excellent  "Mineralchemie," 
and  in  1852  Gustav  Rose  published  his  Crystallo-chemical  Sys- 
tem. In  this  country  chejnical  principles  in  classification  of  min- 
erals have  been  very  ably  and  successfully  applied  by  Prof  Dana, 
whose  present  "  System  of  Mineralogy"  ranks  among  the  highest 
Dana  makes  the  acid  constituent  the  basis  of  his  classification. 

Hauy  recognizes  four  classes  : 

I.   Subatances  containing  acid — 

Lime,  Baryta,  4&c. 
II.  Earthy  substances — 

Quartz,  Zircon,  4&c. 
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III.  Nonmetallic  inflammable  substances — 

Sulphur,  Diamond,  Coal,  &c. 

IV.  Metallic  substances — 

Gold,  Silver,  &c. 

Werner  also  distinguishes  four  classes  : 

I.  Earthy  substances — 

Diamond,  Augite,  Garnet,  &c. 
II.  Saline  substances — 

Soda,  Saltpetre,  &c. 
III.  Inflammable  substances — 

Coal,  Graphite,  4;c. 
17.  Metallic  substances — 

Gold,  Silver,  Arsenic,  &c. 

Between  these  two  systems  there  is  practically  very  little  differ- 
ence, and  that  of  Weiss  resembles  them  greatly  in  its  main  out- 
lines.   He  decides  upon  seven  orders  : 

I.  Oxydic  rocks,  or  Silicates ; 

I I.  Saline  rocks  ; 

III.  Saline  ores; 

IV.  Native  metals; 
V.  Oxydic  ores ; 

VI.  Sulphurets  and  sulphides  of  metals; 
VII.  Infiammabilia ; 

More  arbitrary,  however,  is  the  system  of  Mohs,  accepting  three 
classes: 

I.  Oases,  water,  acids,  salts  (Soda,  Nitre,  <tc.). 
II.  Haloids  (Gypsum,  Pluorite,  &c.  &v.). 
Ill    Ounui  and  coal. 

Tbe  chemical  system  as  proposed  by  Berzelius  contained  two 
gToaps  with  four  orders : 

A.  Oxygen. 

I.   Oxygen, 

B.  Inflammable  substances. 

I.  Metalloids, 

II.  Electro-negative  metals, 

III.  Electro-positive  metals,  closing  with  Sulphates,  Ni- 

trates, and  Silicates. 

He  modified  this  system,  however,  and  proposed  a  classification 
Juving  two  orders : 

A.  Non-oxidized  substances. 

B.  Oxidized  substances,  arranged  according  to  the  electro- 

negative substance. 

With  Dana's  system  everyone  is  familiar,  so  that  need  not 
farther  be  enumerated  here, 
la  a  chemical  system  we  have  at  hand  the  means  by  which  a 
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species  or  group  may  be  exactly  defined  and  limited,  while  all 
other  systems  are  based  upon  more  or  less  arbitrary  divisions 
and  assumptions,  except  those  based  on  crystalline  forms;  tiiese, 
however,  cannot  be  properly  carried  out,  as  so  very  large  a  num» 
ber  of  mineral  substances  show  no  crystalline  structure  what- 
ever. In  following  a  chemical  system,  which  may  seem  the  most 
rational  and  satisfactory,  we  dare  not  lay  undue  weight  upon 
physical  characters.  A  mineral  species  in .  any  such  system 
must  be  a  single,  well-defined  group  of  individuals,  and  must 
contain  all  its  subspecies,  varieties,  and  subvarieties,  arranged 
according  to  rules  by  which  a  classification  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  minerals  can  be  constructed.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
physical  character  of  a  mineral,  even  though  it  has  the  same 
composition  as  some  other  one,  will  have  some  claim  upon  the 
attention  of  a  chemical  mineralogist,  but  compared  with  the 
composition,  it  can  only  be  of  subordinate  value. 

Adopting  Dana's  classification  of  minerals  based  upon  their 
chemical  constitution,  we  can  divide  into  : 

Divisions,  Subdivisions, 

Sections,  Subsections, 

and  in  order  to  carry  out  a  strict  classification,  adopt  Dana's 

plan  of  Groups,  and  then  give  Species,  Subspecies,  Varieties, 

and  Subvarieties.     For  instance  : 

Division :        Oxygen  Compounds, 

Subdivision:  Ternary  Oxygen  Compounds, 

Section :  Carbonates, 

Subsection:     Anhydrous  Carbonates, 

Group :  Lime  Carbonates, 

Species :  Calcite, 

Subspecies :     Calcite, 

Variety :         Arragonite, 

Sub  variety :     Sprudelstein. 

The  section  "  Carbonates"  comes  under  the  common  general 
formula,  KO  CO,  -f-  (HO),  and  the  anhydrous  carbonates  have 
KO  CO,.  The  name  of  the  Oroup  will  always  be  denoted  by 
the  name  of  the  basic  element,  with  which  for  instance  carbonic 
acid  is  combined,  and  the  simple  combination  of  1  KO  with 
1  CO,  would  in  this  case  constitute  a  species.  The  specific  KO, 
however,  may  be  replaced  in  part  by  some  other,  and  the  compo- 
sition of  the  mineral  will  to  some  extent  be  cl^anged,  whereby  a 
subspecies  would  be  characterized.  It  is  necessary  to  pay  due 
attention  to  the  differences  regarding  physical  characters  within 
the  limits  of  a  species,  and  as  a  chemical  mineralogist  cannot 
recognize  a  species  created  upon  physical  distinctions  alone,  and 
his  subspecies  denote  chemical  changes,  the  mineral  thus  differ- 
ing will  become  a  variety. 

As  Dana  says  (Preface  to  4th  ed.,  1854),  "The  mind  unedu- 
cated in  science  may  revolt  at  seeing  a  metallic  mineral,  as  Qa- 
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lena,  side  by  side  with  one  of  nnmetallic  lustre,  as  Blende,"  so 
may  an  arrangement  of  this  kind  seem  arbitrary  and  artificial, 
bot  in  a  science  like  mineralogy,  where  we  have  no  generic  and 
specific  characters  to  guide  us  in  the  same  way  as  in  zoology, 
and  where  a  classification  based  upon  exterior  characters  is  utterly 
impossible,  we  are  forced  to  take  the  aid  of  chemistry,  and 
thereby  regnlate  our  systems,  unless  we  wish  to  follow  a  so-called 
"natural  system,"  where  the  arrangement  of  groups  and  spe- 
cies is  based  upon  characters  of  less  stability.  By  all  mineral- 
ogists of  the  present  day,  the  importance  of  chemistry  for  their 
studies  is  freely  admitted,  and  however  they  may  be  opposed  to 
any  chemical  system,  in  case  of  a  dispute  regarding  the  validity 
of  some  species,  they  are  generally  obliged  to  resort  to  analysis, 
and  in  most  cases  such  questions  are  ultimately  decided  by  the 
results  of  such  analysis. 

As  long  as  **  natural  systems"  are  allowed  to  expand  and  new 
ones  are  created,  there  can  be  promised  from  them  no  satisfactory 
classification  of  minerals  giving  at  the  same  time  due  attention 
to  the  physical  and  chemical  characters.  By  adopting  a  system, 
however,  based  upon  our  present  knowledge  of  the  composition 
of  minerals,  we  are  enabled  to  look  forward  to  some  definite  ar- 
rangement by  which  all  the  features  of  a  mineral  will  receive  the 
necessary  attention,  and  only  those  that  are  nnchangcable  and 
truly  characteristic,  will  be  employed  in  discriminating. 

Some  systems  profess  to  be  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
give  the  student  more  facilities  in  acquiring  the  knowledge  he 
seeks.  These  systems  are  mostly  based  upon  an  arrangement 
of  groups  giving  "  natural"  classes.  But  again  to  quote  Dana : 
"  the  distinction  of  '  useful'  and  '  useless,'  or  of  *  ores'  and  '  stones,' 
although  bearing  on  'economy,'  is  not  science." 

Having  given  some  of  the  reasons  why  a  chemical  system 
would  be  preferable  to  any  other,  it  may  be  well  to  propose 
strict  definitions  of  the  various  sections,  etc.,  into  which  the 
minerals  would  be  divided. 

Dana's  excellent  system  has  been  here  adopted  as  a  basis ;  in 
the  application  of  the  terms  Section,  Group,  and  Species,  some 
changes  are  proposed ;  Subspecies,  Variety,  and  Subvariety  are 
defined. 

A  section,  or  divided  subsection,  will  have  a  common  general 
formula. 

One  or  more  species  and  subspecies  having  this  same  common 
general  formula  and  KO  alike,  will  then  form  a  group. 

Any  metal  or  metalloid  substance,  occurring  as  such  in  the 
mineral  kingdom,  or  the  representative  of  the  simple  general 
formula  denoting  the  nature  and  ratio  of  combination  of  any  class 
or  subclass,  will  form  a  species. 

In  most  of  the  species  a  larger  or  smaller  part  of  their  basic 
element  is  replaced  by  some  other,  often  even  by  several,  and 
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such  a  change  in  composition,  if  in  certain  and  stable  proportions, 
not  merely  an  accidental  admixture,  will  demonstrate  a  sub- 
species. 

As  a  large  namber  of  minerals  have  the  same  chemical  com- 
position, but  entirely  different  physical  qualities,  it  .is  necessary 
to  regard  them  as  varieties.  For  the  chemical  mineralogist 
these  differing  physical  qualities  cannot  be  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  warrant  his  deOning  them  as  species  or  even  subspecies. 

Subvarielies  will  differ  from  the  varieties  and  subspecies  to 
which  they  belong  in  presenting  local  alterations  and  replace- 
ments of  constituents  by  others  in  such  a  manner  that  they  must 
be  regarded  merely  as  accidental  admixtures ;  and  subvarieties 
will  be  further  distinguished  by  some  peculiar  method  of  forroar 
tion. 

In  some  cases  these  definitions  may  not  seem  to  be  quite  snffi. 
cient  in  determining  the  position  of  a  mineral.  Dolomite  CaC-1- 
ilg  Q  might  seemingly  be  placed  under  the  species  Magnesite 
almost  as  well  as  under  Calcite,  but  in  any  case  of  this  kind  we 
have  the  physical  characters  to  resort  to,  and  upon  investigation 
find  that  Dolomite  in  crystalline  form,  gravity,  etc.,  more  closely 
resembles  Calcite  than  Magnesite,  therefore  give  it  the  position 
as  a  subspecies  of  Calcite. 

The  arrangement  of  species  within  a  class  or  subclass  ought 
not  to  be  arbitrary  in  a  strict  system,  and  enumerating  them  ac- 
cording to  their  specific  gravity  of  their  K,  beginning  with  the 
lowest  figure,  might  prove  satisfactory. 

Within  the  groups  the  species  and  subspecies  must  be  ar- 
ranged according  to  their  composition.  As  the  representative 
of  the  simple  general  formula  of  a  class  or  subclass  is  defined  as 
species,  and  the  subspecies  have  part  of  the  K  of  the  species  re- 
placed bj  other  substances,  they  must  follow  in  such  order  that 
the  one  with  most  varied  replacements  will  form  the  last  member. 

The  class  of  Carbonates  among  the  minerals  is  one  of  the 
most  generally  known,  and  I  have  selected  the  subclass  anhy- 
drous carbonates  for  an  arrangement  based  upon  the  principles 
above  elaborated. 

General  Formula  of  Subclass:  Anhydrous  Carbonates  ==KC. 


6. 

(3.) 

2.72. 

/CaO 

(Calcite. 

6. 

2.86. 

CaC-f  figO 

(Dolomite. 

6. 

2.98. 

OnQ+iiigteiinyO 

(Ankerite. 

6. 

3.04. 

yilftG 

(Magnesite. 

6. 

3.33. 

ilgG+iteC 

(Me^ittte. 

6. 

3.41. 

figC+ivO 

(Pistomesite. 

3. 

4.29. 

/:6a  (3 

(Witherite. 

4. 

(3.) 

3.64. 

fiaC-f  CaO 

(Barytocalcite. 

8. 

3.65. 

/Srfl 

(Stpontianite. 

6. 

4.42. 

/2ti  C 

(Smithsonite. 
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6. 
6. 
6. 
3. 
6. 
6. 
3. 


2nfl+Cuflf 

(Herri  te. 

^uG-^feO 

(Capnite. 

3.55. 

yilnC 

(Rhodochrofiite. 

3.03. 

anC+ J(ea]Slg)fl 

(Manganooalo. 

3.80. 

/i^eC 

(Siilerite. 

3.41. 

*efl+Cafl 

(Siderodote. 

6.46. 

/l>bO 

(CeroMite. 

I>b(3  +  J2n0 

(Tglefliaslte. 

6.31. 

l»b  e  +  Pb  Ce 
Appendix. 

(Phosgenite. 

4.78. 

ta  (3  +  i  Ce  (FO), 

(Kiflhtiroite. 

4.50. 

(ta<5er)i)<5  +  i(CaCe)  J 

'      (PariHile. 

Although  the  gravity  of  Lanthan  is  0. 833,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  place  the  Lanthan  minerals  as  an  appendix,  because  tad, 
which  would  be  the  species,  is  not  known  at  present,  and  there- 
fore their  position  with  reference  to  the  other  anhydrous  carbo- 
nates is  not  quite  clear. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  we  obtain  by  this  arrangement 
groups  very  similar  (natural)  both  in  their  chemical  composition 
and  their  physical  characters 

*  In  acknowledging  only  such  as  species  that  simply  fill  the 
general  formula  of  some  class  or  subclass,  and  regarding  every 
mineral  of  the  same  chemical  character,  but  with  various  replace- 
ments of  RO,  as  a  subspecies,  many  minerals  heretofore  regarded 
as  species  will  only  obtain  the  rank  of  subspecies  or  of  varieties. 

Thus,  Aragonite,  with  the  same  composition  as  Calcite,  but 
differing  in  crystalline  form,  gravity,  hardness,  etc.,  can  only  be 
regarded  as  a  variety  of  the  species  and  subspecies  Calcite.  Ora- 
phite,  chemically  identified  with  Diamond,  although  physically 
differing,  will  in  a  strict  system  receive  the  place  of  a  variety. 
Melacinnabari/e,  chemically  Cinnabante,  differing,  however,  in 
structure,  gravity,  color,  etc.,  can  be  nothing  but  a  variety  of 
the  latter  mineral. 

In  retaining  the  one  name  for  the  species  or  subspecies,  the 
right  of  priority  will  be  observed.  Metacinnabarite  was  named 
in  1872,  while  "  Cinnabarite"  has  been  in  use  already  for  a  very 
long  time. 

In  proposing  the  above  rules  for  classifying  minerals,  one  of 
my  chief  objects  is  to  assume  a  basis  for  a  more  rigorous  distinc> 
lion  of  the  terms  species  and  varieties  and  those  subordinated  to 
them,  and  although  this  to  a  certain  extent  may  seem  to  be  going 
too  far,  in  partly  giving  up  the  characteristic  individuality  of  a 
mineral,  a  classification  of  this  kind  may  claim  to  be  a  more 
logical  one  than  many  others,  and  in  a  science  like  mineralogy 
this  may  perhaps  be  one  of  the  chief  requisites. 
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45th  Meeting.  April  12,  1873. 

'    The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  made  a  communication  entitled : 

AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  LAWS  OF  PROBABILITT. 


46th  Meeting.  April  26,  18t3. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  presented  a  communication 

ON  the  glacial  EPOCH -in  UTAH  AND  NEVADA. 
(ABSTKACT.) 

Ancient  glacial  moraines  and  cof]:nate  phenomena  are  known 
upon  the  Sierra  Nevada  as  far  south  as  N.  lat.  36°  30',  and  on 
the  Rocky  Mountains  to  nearly  the  same  latitude ;  but  they  are 
confined  to  high  mountain  valleys.  The  gliifciers  that  produced 
them  did  not  extend  to  the  lower  valleys.  There  is  evidence  in 
the  perfect  preseryatiou  of  quaternary  and  j)liocene  deposits 
throughout  the  intervening  "Great  Basin,"  that  it  was  subjected 
to  no  general  glaciatiou  during  the  Glacial  epoch  ;  but  glaciers 
existed  on  the  flanks  of  the  highest  mountains,  and  to  the  list  of 
these  the  Engineer  explorations  in  1872  made  several  additions. 
The  new  localities  are:  White's  Peak,  Schell  Creek  range,  !Ne- 
vada,  N.  lat.  39°  15';  Wheeler's  Peak,  Snake  range,  Nevada, 
N  lat.  39°;  Belknap  Peak,  near  Beaver,  Utah,  N.  lat.  38°  25'; 
and  Fish  Lake,  Utah,  N.  lat  38°  30'.  The  phenomena  consist 
of  moraines  and  moraine  lakes,  and  are  found  no  lower  than  8000 
feet  above  the  sea  level.  These  points  are  believed  to  be  the 
most  southerly  at  which,  in  these  latitudes,  such  traces  can  be 
found. 

The  undrained  valleys  of  the  "  Great  Basin"  have  been  filled, 
at  a  recent  geological  period,  by  large  lakes,  of  which  Great  Salt, 
Sevier,  Humboldt,  Owens,  etc.  are  the  remnants.  Mr.  Howell 
and  the  writer  have  studied  during  the  past  summer  the  beaches 
and  deposits  of  the  lake  that  covered  the  Sevier  and  Great  Salt 
Ijake  deserts,  and  mapped  a  large  portion  of  its  outline.  It  had 
an  extreme  depth  of  one  thousand  feet,  and  an  average  depth  of 
four  hundred.  Its  length  was  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and 
its  area  nearly  equalled  that  of  Lake  Huron.  The  mountain 
ridges,  with  which  the  region  abounds,  studded  its  expanse  with 
islands,  and  complicated  its  shore  with  peninsulas.     Its  water 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PHTLOSOPHIOAL  SOCIETY  Or   WASHINQTON.  85 

was  fresh,  and  there  is  abundant  reason  to  believe  it  overflowed 
its  basin,  sending  its  surplus  to  the  ocean. 

Til  is  Jake  is  referred  to  the  Glacial  epoch  by  reason  of  the  fol- 
lowing coincidence:  Upon  the  slopes  which  exhibit  its  sediraenis 
there  are  also  pcravels,  brought  down  from  the  mountains  by  run- 
ning water  and  spread  by  the  same  without  thorough  sorting.  A 
small  portion  of  these  gravels  overlie  the  lacustrine  beds,  but  the 
great  mass  underlies  them.  The  sequence,  gravel,  marl, gravel, 
shows  that  the  lake  epoch  was  transient,  being  preceded  as  well 
as  followed  by  a  period  when,  as  now,  the  climate  was  too  arid 
to  maintain  a  broad  water  surface.  It  was  a  climatal  episode 
characterized  by  increased  humidity,  or  lower  temperature,  or 
both.  The  Glacial  epoch  was  a  climatal  episode  of  the  same 
general  character,  and  occurred  in  the  same  general  geological 
period — that  immediately  antecedent  to  modern  time.  There  is 
the  same  reason  for  supposing  the  two  coincident  in  time,  that 
there  is  for  correlating  the  European  with  the  American  Glacial 
epoch. 

At  that  time  the  Atlantic  slope  and  the  region  of  the  "Great 
Basin"  were  contrasted  in  climate,  just  as  now.  The  general 
causes  that  covered  the  humid  east  with  a  mantle  of  ice,  sufficed 
in  the  arid  west  only  to  flood  the  valleys  with  fresh  water  and 
send  a  few  ice  streams  down  the  highest  mountain  gorges. 

Prof.  J.  R.  Eastman  read  a  paper  on 

THE  FBEQUENCr  OF  THE  0C0T7BRENCE  OF  THE  ZERO  AND  THE  NINE 
DIGITS  IN  THE  TENTHS  OF  SECONDS  AS  OBTAINED  FBOM  THE 
GHBONOGBAPHia  BECOBD  OF  TBANSIT  OBSEBVATIONS. 

(abbtbact.) 

A  partial  examination  of  the  records  of  observations  with  the 
Transit  Circle  at  the  Naval  Observatory  was  made  in  1870  in 
order  to  determine  whether,  in  reading  the  recorded  transits  from 
the  chronograph  sheets,  there  was  a  tendency  to  record  any  par- 
ticular figures  in  the  observing  book. 

This  examination  tended  to  confirm  my  belief  that  no  such 
bias  existed,  but  I  was  unable  to  complete  the  investigation  until 
the  spring  of  1873. 

In  the  latter  investigation  an  equal  number  of  records  were 
tised  from  each  of  two  different  chronographs.  On  each  chrono- 
graph the  clock  closes  the  circuit  each  second.  One  which  I 
shall  refer  to  as  chronograph  A,  employs  only  one  pen,  and  the 
speed  is  regulated  by  a  friction  governor.  The  length  of  a  sec- 
ond's interval  is  0.426  inch.  The  other  chronograph,  which  I 
shall  call  chronograph  B,  uses  only  one  pen,  and  the  length  of 
the  second's  interval  is  one-third  of  an  inch. 

This  instrument  is  known  as  the  Hippe  chronograph,  the  gov- 
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ernor  being  a  vibrating  spring.  The  observations  of  510  stars 
over  nine  transit  threads  were  examined  from  each  chronograph. 
These  stars  were  observed  in  the  last  six  months  of  1872. 

The  following  record  of  an  observation  of  a  Canis  Minoris 
will  illustrate  the  manner  of  recording  the  work  in  the  observing 
book: — 

40-.  2 

42.7 

44.3 

50.6 

7»»  32«  52  .5 

54.5 

0.8 

2.3 

4.8 

These  records  are  read  from  the  sheets  by  means  of  scales  care- 
fully graduated  to  tenths  of  the  second's  interval. 

The  number  of  times  that  each  figure  from  0  to  9,  inclusive, 
occurred  in  the  tenths  of  seconds  in  the  one  thousand  and  twenty 
observations,  were  carefully  counted,  and  the  results  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  ; — 

From  Chronoorapu  A. 

0123456789 

729     258     438     434     450     494     459     446     432     450 

FuoM  Chboxooraph  B. 

0123466789 

962     110     349     436     480     464     463     431     471     424 

A  slight  inspection  of  the  results  from  chronograph  A  shows 
a  striking  difference  between  the  Os  and  Is,  and  a  similar  differ- 
ence occurs  in  the  work  from  chronograph  B  between  the  Os,  Is, 
2s,  and  9s. 

Omitting  those  numbers  and  using  the  results  from  both  chro- 
nographs for  the  figures  3  to  8,  inclusive,  it  appears  that  the 
probable  error  of  a  single  sum  is  less  than  ^V  ^^  ^^^  mean.  As 
this  probable  error  decreases  with  the  increase  of  the  number  of 
observations  examined,  it  seems  perfectly  safe  to  conclude  that 
there  is  no  tendency  in  my  work  to  record  any  particular  figures. 

The  discrepancies  in  the  results  for  0,  1,  2,  and  9,  can  be  ex- 
plained by  the  action  of  the  chronograph  pen  and  by  the  pecu- 
liarities of  the  two  chronographs. 

If  the  armature  of  the  magnet  which  carries  the  pen  be  so 
adjusted  as  to  make  the  length  of  the  clock-mark  morq  than  j^ 
of  the  interval  corresponding  to  one  second,  all  marks  of  the 
observer's  key  which  might  happen  to  fall  in  the  time  while  the 
clock  keeps  the  circuit  closed  will  be  at  least  uncertain,  and  can 
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only  be  read  as  zero.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  0.35  of  the 
zeros  from  chronograph  A  should  be  read  as  ones. 

As  the  length  of  the  interval  is  reduced  \)y  using  a  smaller 
cylinder,  the  adjustment  of  the  length  of  the  clock-mark  to  ^^  of 
a  second  becomes  more  difficult,  and,  accordingly,  we  find  not 
ouly  the  ones,  but  the  twos  and  nines  affected  in  the  work  from 
chronograph  B. 

Representing  the  number  of  zeros  in  a  series  of  observations 
of  the  same  object  by  N^  and  the  number  of  complete  observa- 
tions over  nine  threads  by  n,  the  probable  correction  to  be  applied 
to  the  mean  result  of  observations' taken  from  chronograph  A 

would  be  ^-^^:^A 

and  from  ehronlgraph  B  ^0>34+ 2x0.11-0.04)  ^  i^X  0.52 
^    ^  9n  9n 

The  adjustment  of  the  clock-mark  to  less  than  ^j^  of  a  second 
for  chronograph  B  requires  a  strong  and  constant  battery  power, 
which  caa  only  be  secured  by  such  assiduous  watching  that  it 
becomes  nearly  impracticable  in  nearly  all  routine  astronomical 
work.  This  difficulty  can  be  reduced  one-half  by  allowing  the 
clock  to  mark  only  once  in  two  seconds;  but  the  only  complete 
solation  of  the  problem  seems  to  be  to  increase  the  length  of  the 
intervaL 

Mr.  Joseph  Heney,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Peirce,  gave 
the  third  of  his  lectures 

ON  atmospheric  eleotbigity. 


4Tth  Mebtino.  May  10,  1873. 

Vice-President  J.  E.  Hiloard  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chair  announced  that  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Chief  Justice,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  the  general  committee  had  de- 
termined that  this  meeting  of  the  Society  should  be  adjourned  for 
one  week.  Dr  Peter  Parker  then  presented,  with  some  appro- 
priate remarks,  the  following  Resolutions,  which  were  adopted:— 

Whereas,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Philosophical  Society 
of  Washington,  Salmon  Portland  Chase,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Pnited  States,  an  esteemed  and  honored  member  of  this  Society, 
kas  departed  this  life  full  of  years  and  full  of  honors,  no  more  to 
meet  his  associates  here  : 
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Resolved,  That  in  this  event  we  recognize  with  profound  emo- 
tion the  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  which  has  unexpect- 
edly deprived  the  Society  of  one  of  its  most  distinguished  mem- 
bers, and  the  nation  of  a  jurist,  patriot,  statesman,  philanthropist, 
and  Christian ;  whose  name,  when  the  course  of  time  is  run  and 
the  final  history  of  the  American  Republic  shall  have  been  writ- 
ten, shall  be  classed  with  those  of  Washington  and  Lincoln,  and 
of  all  those  eminent  men  who  by  Providence  have  been  raised 
up  for  special  crises  of  the  Republic,  and  endowed  with  extraor- 
dinary qualifications  for  national  and  extreme  emergencies,  and 
as  such  his  memory  will  be  cherished  by  this  Society. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  token  of  our  deep  sense  of  the  solemn 
event,  and  of  our  great  esteem  for  our  departed  associate,  the 
Society  now  adjourn. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  conveyed  to  the 
bereaved  and  deeply  afflicted  relatives. 


48th  Meeting.  May  17,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  read  a  portion  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  B.  A. 
Gould,  Director  of  the  National  Observatory  at  Cordoba,  giving 
an  account  of  the  progress  of  his  astronomical  work. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Peircb  made  a  communication 

ON  LOGICAL  ALGEBRA. 

(^Thit  paper  is  published  in  full  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  American  Academtf  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,) 

Mr.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper 

ON   the    RECTILINEAR   MOTION   OF   A  PARTICLE   TOWARDS   AN  AT- 
TRACTING CENTRE. 

(  This  communication  is  published  in  the  ^*Messenger  of  Mathematics,*^  Dee. 

1873.) 

Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  USB  OF  THE  OAfJONS  OF  THE  COLORADO  FOR  WEIGHING  THE 

EARTH. 
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49th  Muting.  Mat  24,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Lieut  C.  E.  Button  read  a  memoir 

ON  GEOLOGICAL  TIMB. 


^Oth  Mestinq.  June  7,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  S.  Nbwoomb  made  a  communication 

ON  THE   BIEOHANICAL  BEPaESENTATION  OF  A  PROBLEM  IN   LEAST 

SQUARES. 

{This  paper  is  published  in  fall  in  Monthly  Notices  of  the  ^j/al  Astronomical 
Society,  November,  1873.) 

Mr.  H.  H.  Bates  read  a  paper 

ON  the  MOTION  OF  A  PARTICLE  TOWARDS  AN  ATTRACTING  CENTRE. 

Mr.  R.  Keith  ^ ead  a  paper 

ON  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  FORCB  OF  GBAYITATION. 


5l8T  Meeting.  June  21,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  made  some  remarks 

ON  THE  AIR  thermometer  OF  PROF.  JOLLY, 

exhibiting  also  one  of  those  instruments.     The  same  gentleman 
also  made  the  second  communication 

ON   THB    RECENT    DETERMINATION    OF   THE    LONGITUDE    BETWEEN 
PARIS  AND  GREENWICH. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  then  exhibited,  with  appropriate  remarks, 
the  spectra  of  certain  metals  and  gases.  The  apparatus  used 
was  a  four-prism  spectroscope  by  Browning,  with  a  six-inch  in- 
duction coil  by  Ritchie  and  a  condenser  by  Ladd.  He  had  also 
upon  the  table  several  smaller  spectroscopes,  with  which  the  spec- 
tra of  various  chlorides  were  shown. 
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52d  Msetinq.  October  4,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  alluded  to  the  loss  the  Society  had  just  sustained 
by  the  death  of  Prof.  G.  C.  Schaefifer,  a  member  of  the  Society 
and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  original  club.  The  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  then  adopted,  as  reported  by  Mr.  W.  B. 
Taylor  from  the  general  committee  r — 

Whereas,  we  have  heard  with  profound  regret  of  the  decease 
of  our  esteemed  friend  and  colleague,  Professor  Georqe  0. 

SCHAEPPER — 

Besolved,  That  while  we  have  to  deplore  the  death  of  an  asso- 
ciate personally  endeared  to  us,  we  feel  that  our  Society  has  sus- 
tained the  loss  of  one  who  was  for  many  years  earnestly  devoted 
to  the  cultivation  and  promotion  of  general  science. 

Besolvedf  That  we  hereby  express  our  high  appreciation  of  the 
eminent  abilities  of  our  departed  friend,  and  of  the  unusually 
wide  and  varied  range  of  his  scientific  attainments. 

Besolvedf  That  we  tender  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  family 
in  their  bereavement,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  them  a  copy  of  these  fesolntions. 

After  further  remarks  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Hilqard  the  Society  then 
adjourned. 


53d  Meeting.  October  18,  18T3. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Hilqard  gave  an  account  of 

RECENT  EXPERIMENTAL  RESEARCHES  IN  ACOUSTICS,  BT  PROP.  A.  M. 

MAYER. 

Lieut  C.  E.  DuTTON  made  a  communication 

ON   mallet's  theory  of  THE   FORMATION  OP  THE   PHYSICAL  FEA- 
TURES OF  THE  EARTH. 

Mr.  Joseph  Henry  gave  an  account  of  his 

EXPERIMENTS  ON  FOG  SIGNALS  DURING  THE  PAST  SUMMER^ 
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WthMebtino.  November  1,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
This  being  the  annual  business  meeting  for  tbe  ekction  of  offi- 
cers, the  order  of  proceedings  for  the  evening  was  announced  bf 
tbe  President.  On  motion  of  General  Sherman,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  Mr.  Joseph  Henry  was  re-elected  President  by 
anaoimous  consent.  Tbe  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Vice- 
Presidents:  J.  E.  HiLGARD,  M.  C.  Meigs,  J.  K.  Barnes.  As 
Secretaries,  Theo.  Gill  and  C.  Abbe  were  elected.  As  mem- 
bers at  large  of  the  general  committee,  there  were  elected  the 
foOowing  gentlemen : — 

S.  F.  Baird,  N.  S.  Lincoln, 

J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  0.  M.  Pob, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  S.  Newcomb, 

A.  Hall,  J.  C.  Welling, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 

Mr.  B.  Alvord  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  an  an- 
DouQcement  in  a  San  Francisco  newspaper  that  Mr.  James  Lick, 
of  Sao  Francisco,  intended  to  found  an  astronomical  observatory 
on  the  Sierra  Nevada. 


55?H  Meeting.  November  15,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Joseph  Henry  read  a  letter  from  Prof.  Tyndall,  of  Lon- 
don, relating  to  fog  signals,  and  a  second  from  Mr.  James  Lick, 
of  San  Francisco,  respecting  the  establishment  of  an  observatory 
ud  tbe  construction  of  a  large  telescope. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
^ge  in  the  legal  valae  of  the  dollar  just  adopted  in  England. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Elliott  then  made  a  verbal  communication 

»  THE  habits  of  THE  FUR-BEARING   SEALS   OF  THE   ISLANDS  OF 
ST.  PAUL  AND  ST    GEORGE,  BEHRING  SEA, 

^^rating  his  remarks  by  numerous  original  drawings. 

{Tkii  eommnnication  will  be  found  printed  os  a  portion  of  a  Report  to  the  See- 
Tttaryofthe  Treasury,) 
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56th  MsBTiNa.  Noybmbsb  19,  18*73. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
The  President  announced  that  the  meeting  was  called  at  this 
date  especially  to  receive  Mr.  Al?an  Clark,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Mr.  Clark  then  gave 

A  DETAILED  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  LENSES  AND 
OTHER  INTERESTING  PORTIONS  OF  THE  LARGE  TELESCOPE  NOW 
ESTABLISHED  AT  THE  NAVAL  OBSERVATORY. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Clark  for  his  com- 
munication. 


b*lTR  Meeting.  Novebibeb  26,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  announced  that  the  meeting  had  been  called 
this  evening  especially  to  listen  to  a  communication  from  Dr. 
Bessels  of  the  Polaris  Exploring  Expedition.  After  further 
introductory  remarks  by  the  Chair,  Dr.  Bessels  read  a  paper 

ON  SOME  OF  THE  RESULTS  OP  THE  POLARIS  NORTH  POLE  EXPEDITION. 

(This  communication  will  form  a  part  of  the  detailed  Report  of  Dr,  BesseU 
to  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,) 


58th  Meeting.  Dboebibbb  6,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  read  a  communication 

ON  THE  DETERMINATION  OF  THE   PERSONAL  ERRORS  IN  THE  OBSER- 
VATION OF  ASTRONOMICAL  TRANSITS, 

illustrating  his  remarks  by  the  exhibition  of  apparatus  recently 
constructed  for  the  use  of  the  Coast  Survey. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Billings  presented  a  memoir 

ON  THE  COLLECTION  OF  A  LARGE  LIBRARY, 

having  especial  reference  to  the  medical  library  of  the  Surgeon- 
GeneraPs  OflSce. 
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(▲BBTRACT.) 

The  Library  of  the  Surgeon-General's  OfiBce  may  be  considered 
IS  the  Medical  Section  of  the  National  Library,  and  is  catalogued 
tnd  condacted  upon  the  same  plan  as  the  Congressional  Library. 
It  contains  about  25,500  volumes  and  18,000  pamphlets.  One 
of  the  most  valuable  sections  of  a  medical  library  is  that  of  the 
JooTDals  and  Transactions.  This  library  contains  about  1000 
Tolomes  of  Journals,  of  which  about  1850  volumes  are  American, 
27UO  German,  1250  French,  1050  English,  and  the  remainder 
Rossian,  Italian,  and  Spanish.  The  first  American  medical 
jooroal  began  in  1798,  and  since  that  date  451  medical  journals 
hsTe  been  commenced  in  this  country. 

AtteDtion  was  then  called  to.  some  of  the  old  and  rare  books 
of  the  collection,  including  a  MS.  of  the  Lilium  Medlcinie  of 
Bernard  de  Gordon,  dated  1349;  copies  of  the  works  of  Gersdorflf 
Mid  Braunschweig,  and  a  number  of  books  dated  prior  to  1500. 

The  Library  contains  a  large  number  of  medical  theses  and 
dissertations,  and  the  best  mode  of  binding  these  was  referred  to. 
Thej  will  be  bound  by  Universities  where  complete  sets  can  be 
obtained,  otherwise  by  subjects.  Pamphlets  of  especial  rarity  or 
Tiloe  are  bound  single,  but  on  the  ground  of  economy,  conve- 
Dience.  and  to  prevent  loss,  most  of  them  will  be  bound  in  vol- 
nnies  by  subjects.  An  Alphabetical  Catalogue  of  Authors  has 
just  been  printed,  and  the  preparation  of  a  subject  catalogue  is 
to  be  commeDced  at  once. 


59th  Mxbtino.  December  20,  1873. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  announced  the  death  of  Professor  Louis  Agas- 
sis, and  on  motion  of  Hon.  Peter  Parker,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  draft  appropriate  resolutions,  of  which  the  President 
*u,  on  motion,  made  the  chairman. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  communicated  portions  of  a  letter  from 
^.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  detailing  some  of  the  results  of  the 
iitopsy  of  Professor  Agassiz. 

The  same  gentleman  then  made  a  short  communication 

ON  MICROMETRIO  WRITING  ON  GLASS. 
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illnstrating  his  remarks  by  photographs  of  Noberts'  lines,  and  of 
the  microscopic  writing  of  Mr.  Webb,  of  London. 

Mr.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper 

ON  COMETS  AND  METEORS. 

{This  communication  is  published  in  full  in  "The  Anal^t,**  vol.  t.  pp,  17-24, 
Des  Moines f  Iowa,  Feb,  1874.) 


60th  Meeting.  January  3,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Hon.  Peter  Parker  read  a  short  note  on  the  meteor  of  Dec 
24th,  1873,  communicating  the  details  of  some  obseryations  made 
by  himself. 

Following  this  communication  there  were  given  the  experiences 
of  a  number  of  observers  who  saw  this  meteor,  and,  on  motion 
of  Dr.  Parker,  the  President  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
further  information. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ramsey,  of  Nova 
Scotia, 

on  the  tides  op  the  bay  of  rUNDT. 

Mr.  G  A.  Otis  gave 

A  DESCRIPTION  OP  A  NEW  SPIROMETER, 

illustrating  his  remarks  by  means  of  the  instrument  itself. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Peirce  communicated  a  note 

ON  QUATERNIONS,  AS  DEVEI/)PED.FROM  THE  GENERAL  THEORT  OF 
THE  LOQIO  OP  RELATIVES. 


6l8T  Meeting.  January  17,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
The  President,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  adopted,  relative  to  the  death  of 
Prof  Louis  Agassiz  : — 
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Besolvedf  That  the  members  of  the  Washington  Philosophical 
Society  have  heard  with  profound  regret  of  the  death  of  Professor 
Louis  Agaasiz. 

Resolvedf  That  in  the  death  of  this  eminent  savant  the  world 
has  lost  an  efficient  contributor  to  the  store  of  human  knowledge, 
the  results  of  whose  labors  must  ever  occupy  a  conspicuous  place 
in  the  history  of  Science. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  adopted  country  he  has  nobly  vindicated 
the  claims  of  scientific  investigation  to  high  popular  appreciation 
and  to  liberal  public  patronage. 

Resolved,  That  as  an  instructor  he  has  introduced  methods  of 
study  and  directed  the  attention  of  students  in  natural  history  to 
fields  of  research  far  superior  to  those  which  were  cultivated 
pre?iou3  to  his  coming  among  us. 

Resolved,  That  his  ardent  sympathy  and  genial  manners  en- 
deared him  to  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  who 
regard  his  death  as  a  personal  as  well  as  a  public  calamity. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  deeply  sympathize 
with  tJhe  family  of  Professor  Agassiz  in  the  great  loss  they  have 
sustained,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to 
them  by  the  President. 

By  request  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  read  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Benjamin  Hallowell,  of  Sandy  Springs,  Md.,  relating  to  the 
meteor  of  Christmas  eve. 

Mr.  A.  Hall,  in  the  absence  of  the  author,  then  read  a  me- 
moir by  Mr.  E.  S.  Holden, 

ON  THE  ADOPTED  VALUE  OF  THE  SUN'S  APPARENT  DIAMETER. 
(^See  the  Appendix  to  this  Bulletin,) 


62d  MsETiNa.  January  31,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Endlich  made  a  communication 

ON  BLECTRIOAL  PHENOMENA  IN  THE  ROOKY  MOUNTAINS. 
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Mr.  C.  E.  DuTTON  made  a  communication 

ON  RECENT  IMPBOVEMENTS  IN  THE  ECONOMY  OF  FUEL. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  MYTHOLOGY  OF  THE  NUMA8. 

{This  paper  will  be  published  in  full  in  a  forthcoming  Report  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution^  on  the  Survey  of  the  Colorajdo  River.) 


63d  Meeting.  Februaey  14,  1874, 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  announced  the  names  of  gentlemen  recently 
elected  members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harkness  read  an  abstract  of  a  paper 

ON  the  distribution  op  temperature  over  the  SURFACE  OF  THE 

GLOBE. 

The  author  presented  to  the  Society  by  means  of  a  series  of 
diap:rams  projected  on  a  screen,  fac-similes  of  tables  and  curves 
elaborated  by  himself,  and  which  embodied  the  results  obtained  bj 
the  study  of  the  annual  variations  of  temperature  at  over  nine 
hundred  stations,  embracing  about  7000  years  of  observations. 

(  This  paper  will  be  published  in  full  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,) 

Mr.  Theodore  Gill  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  primates  AND  THEIR  RELATIONS  TO  MAN. 


64th  Meeting.  February  28,  1874, 

Yice-President  W.  B.  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Elliott  Coues  made  some  remarks 

ON  THE  structure  AND   HOMOLOGIES  OF  THE  LIMBS,  ESPECIALLY  IN 

AVE8. 

Following  this  communication  Mr.  Theodore  Gill  made  some 
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remarks  thereon,  and  dwelt  paHicalarlj  on  the  homologies  of  the 
limbs  of  the  lower  vertebrates. 

Mr.  L.  D.  Gale  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  CAUSE  AND  REMEDY  OF  THE  POTATO  ROT. 

The  author  maintained  the  so-called  "  chemical  theory"  of  the 
origin  of  this  disease,  and  adduced  in  corroboration  experiments 
made  duriug  the  past  ten  years  in  Long  Island  and  New  Jersey. 

Remarks  followed  by  various  persons  present,  especially  by 
Prof.  Brewer,  of  Yale  College;  the  latter  gave  a  brief  synopsis 
of  the  many  theories  that  have  been  broached  in  reference  to  this 
phenomenon,  and  showed  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  conclusions 
deduced  from  any  partial  investigation. 


65th  Meeting.  March  14,  18*74. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  L.  D.  Gale  offered  some  remarks  in  explanation  of  his 
communication  at  the  previous  meeting  in  reference  to  the  potato 
disease. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Peirce  made  a  communication 

ON  VARIOUS  HYPOTHESES  IN  REFERENCE  TO  SPACE. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Toner  illustrated,  by  means  of  a  map, 

A  METHOD  OF  DESCRIBINQ  AND  LOCATING  WITH  EASE  THE  APPROXI- 
MATE POSITIONS  OF  GEOGRAPHICAL  REGIONS. 

Mr.  Joseph  Henrt  made  a  communication 

ON  A  METHOD  OF  DEVELOPING   MAGNETISM  IN   BARS  OF  STEEL. 


66th  Meeting.  March  28,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  C.  E.  DuTTON  made  a  communication 

ON  RECENT  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  STEEL. 
7 
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Prof.  C.  G.  FoBSHEY,  of  Louisiana,  made  a  commanication 

ON  THE  ALLUVIAL  BASIN  OF  THB  MISSISSIPPI  BIVEK  STTLED  THE 

DELTA. 

{See  the  Appendix  to  this  Bulletim.) 


67th  Meeting.  April  11,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Hiloard,  Mr.  C.  E.  Button,  in 
continuation  of  his  previous  communication,  gave  a  synopsis  of 
his  views 

ON  THE  OHEMISTRT  OF  THB  BESSEMER  PBOOBSS. 

Mr.  E.  Foots  made  some  remarks 

ON  SOME  CAUSES  THAT  PRODUCE  RAIN. 

Mr.  p.  M.  Endlich  read  a  paper 

ON  TWO  BRICKS  FROM  THE  GREAT  WALL  OF  CHINA. 

The  same  gentleman  made  a  second  communication 

ON   SPECIMENS  OF  METEORIC  IRON  FROM  CHIHUAHUA,  MEXICO,  AND 
THE  STRUCTURE  OF  METEORITES  IN  GENERAL. 

In  connection  with  the  preceding  paper  Mr.  Joseph  Henrt 
made  some  remariss  in  reference  to  the  recent  observations  of 
Prof  Newton,  of  Yale  College, 

ON  METEOR  TRAINS,   AND  THE  UPPER  ATMOSPHERIC  CURRENTS. 

In  answer  to  inquiries  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Hilgard,  Mr.  Cleveland 
Abbe,  as  Secretary  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  collect  obser- 
vations on  the  meteor  of  December  24th,  1873,  made  a  brief 
statement  of  the  condition  of  their  work. 

In  the  course  of  some  remarks  on  the  reported  earthquake  phe- 
nomena in  North  Carolina,  the  desire  was  expressed  that  a  corn- 
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miltee  shoald  be  appointed  to  collect  information  in  reference 
thereto. 

Mr.  J.  W.  PowBLL  desired  to  state  his  conviction  that  Arizona 
and  the  southern  portion  of  Nevada  had  within  qnite  recent  times 
been  the  seat  of  considerable  volcanic  and  seismic  activity. 


€8th  Msbtinq.  April  25,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Theodore  Gill  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  STBUCTUBB  AND  SHAPE  OF  PAL^OTHERIXJM. 
(▲B8TBACT.) 

Mr.  Gill  referred  to  the  recent  discovery  of  a  very  complete 
skeleton  of  a  species  of  Palaeotherium  in  a  plaster  quarry  near 
Paris,  with  the  bones  in  place,  and  indicating  its  natural  attitude. 
This  recalled  the  form  of  the  Llama,  and  the  speaker  reminded 
the  Society  that  on  a  previous  occasion,  in  a  communication  on 
the  Tapiridse.  he  had  contended  that  there  were  no  near  affinities 
between  the  Tapgrids  and  Palteotheriids,  and  that  one  of  the  latter, 
judging  from  the  separate  bones,  had  been  quite  erroneously  re- 
stored by  Cuvier  under  the  prejudice  that  it  was  like  the  Tapirids. 
He  then  contended  that  the  form  of  Palseotherium  was  light  and 
slender,  and  the  neck  long,  and  that  the  absence  of  any  muscular 
scars  like  those  of  Tapirids,  as  well  as  the  relations  of  the  bones, 
indicates  that  it  had  no  proboscis.  While  the  discovery  of  the 
new  skeleton  has  now  authoritatively  dissipated  the  idea  of  the 
form  of  the  animal  as  delineated  by  Cuvier,  the  comments  there- 
on indicate  that  the  idea  as  to  the  proboscis  is  still  prevalent. 
The  speaker  gave  in  full  his  reasons  for  denying  the  existence 
of  such  a  proboscis  in  Palaeotheriids,  as  well  as  in  Macranchenia 
and  the  Dinocerata. 

Mr.  Joseph  Henbt  made  some  remarks 

ON  GIFFARD'S  INJECTOR. 

Mr.  Cleveland  Abbe  made  a  verbal  communication 

ON  THE  LAWS  QOVERNINQ  THE  MOVEMENT  OF  STORM  CENTREa 
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(ABSTRACT.) 

Mr.  Abbe  called  attention  to  a  recent  memoir  by  Professor 
Loomis,  of  Yale  College,  on  the  storms  of  the  United  States 
during  the  years  1872  and  1873.  He  stated  that  the  generaliza- 
tions announced  by  Professor  Loomis  constituted  a  most  im- 
portant contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  this  subject  and  that 
the  laws  mathematically  deduced  from  mechanical  principles  by 
Mr.  Wm.  Ferrel  in  his  memoir  on  Winds  and  Currents,  were 
in  every  instance  corroborated  by  observations  in  both  Europe 
and  America.  He  stated  that  the  law  announced  by  himself 
at  Cincinnati  in  1869  remained  abundantly  confirmed  by  daily 
experience,  and  might  be  concisely  expressed  as  follows :  a  storm 
centre  moves  toward  the  region  where  a  given  barometric  or  other 
condition  produces  the  greatest  precipitation  of  aqueous  vapor,  or 
in  which  the  latter  is  most  rapidly  taking  place.  In  explanation 
of  this  law  he  added  that  when  we  take  into  consideration  all  the 
causes  that  contribute  to  produce  the  precipitation  of  vapor 
(whether  in  the  form  of  haze,  fog,  cloud,  rain,  snow,  or  hail)^ 
we  are  able  to  account  with  great  accuracy  for  the  direction  and 
velocity  of  movement  of  areas  of  low  barometer. 

Atmospheric  precipitation  is  produced  by  cooling  the  air,  and 
a  fall  of  temperature  in  any  gas  is  the  consequence  either  of  the 
radiation  of  heat  or  of  the  absorption  of  heat  in  performing  in- 
ternal work. 

The  mechanical  absorption  of  heat  is  an  important  feature  when- 
ever masses  of  air  are  elevated  and  allowed  to  expand.  This 
occurs  under  the  following  circumstances:  (1)  whenever  strong 
winds  blow,  and  in  consequence  of  the  inertia  of  the  air  and  the 
friction  on  the  earth's  surface,  produce  vertical  currents;  (2)  in 
consequence  of  winds  being  pushed  up  an  inclined  plane,  such  as 
the  great  plains  of  the  Mississippi  Basin,  or  the  ascents  on  the 
east  and  west  sides  respectively  of  the  Appalachian  range,  and 
the  Sierra  Nevada ;  (3)  in  consequence  of  the  elevation  of  masses 
of  warm  air  above  the  masses  of  cold  air,  which  latter  flow,  for 
example,  from  the  extreme  N.  W.  southward  to  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, down  the  gentle  grade  of  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Val- 
leys (under  this  head  are  included  the  formation  of  the  local 
thunder  storms). 

The  radiation  of  heat  may  take  place  either  (1)  outward  into 
space  whenever  the  air  above  is  dry  ;  or,  (2)  downward  either  ta 
the  cold  earth,  or  to  masses  of  cold  air  that  have  underrun  and 
uplifted  warmer  layers:  radiation  into  space  is  especially  effec- 
tive after  a  mass  of  moist  air  has  been  thus  uplifted. 

The  radiation  of  heat  and  the  visible  precipitation  of  vapor  are 
remaikably  counteracted  whenever  extensive  fires  prevail,  by  the 
presence  in  the  atmosphere  of  very  minute  particles  of  carbon 
or  of  vegetable  ashes,  which  have  the  property  of  attracting  about 
themselves  quite  dense  atmospheres  of  aqueous  vapor  precisely 
as  oxygen  is  occluded  by  finely  divided  platinum. 
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The  direction  in  which  a  storm  moves  being  thus  dependent 
to  a  great  de^j^ree  on  the  precipitation  of  moisture,  it  becomes 
important  to  know  the  location  of  the  sources  of  atmospheric 
Tapor,  especially  the  presence  of  regions  of  snow,  forests,  swamps, 
etc.;  and  explanations  were  given  of  certain  abnormal  storm 
pallia  quoted  by  Professor  Loo  mis. 

Especial  objection  was  urged  against  the  idea  that  high  west- 
erly currents  carried  the  storms  of  America  eastward. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Endlich  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  OOCUBRBNOB  OF  PUttE  TELLURIUM  IN  CERTAIN  GOLD  MINES  OP 

COTX)RADO. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  offered  some  remarks 

ON  THE  METHOD  ADOPTED  IN  WRITING  THE  INTERNATIONAL  SCIEN- 
TIFIC TELEGRAMS. 

Mr.  HalIi  recomn;ended  the  use  of  Littrow's  system. 


«9th  Meeting.  Mat  9,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Alvobd  read  a  paper 

on  the  recent  EARTHQUAKES  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

According  to  Professor  Warren  Dn  Pre,  of  Wofford  College, 
Spartanburg,  S.  C,  the  earthquake  phenomena  in  North  Carolina 
commenced  on  February  10,  1874,  and  continued  until  the  date 
of  his  visit  to  the  scene  of  the  disturbances.  They  appeared 
within  a  region  of  the  Blue  Ridge  about  twelve  miles  north  from 
Rutberfordton,  N.  C,  and  fourteen  miles  S.  E.  from  Mount 
Mitchell,  the  highest  peak  in  the  United  States  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  They  occurred  in  a  space  of  about  twenty-five  miles 
square.  The  mountain  ridpre  in  which  they  appeared  has  several 
peaks,  the  highest,  called  Bald,  Stone,  and  Round  Mountains,  ex- 
tending from  southwest  to  northeast  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  are  named.  They  are  from  3000  to  .3500 
feet  high.     They  are  covered  with  a  dense  forest,  and  composed 
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of  granite,  gneiss,  and  mica-slate  rocks.      None  of  the  rocks 
usually  called  volcanic  rocks  have  been  discovered  there. 

From  the  10th  of  Febrnary  to  the  19th  of  March,  the  day  of 
his  visit,  there  had  been  about  seventy-five  shocks,  some  occurring 
while  he  was  there.  The  noises  began  with  an  explosion  like  a 
blast,  followed  by  a  rumbling  sound  lasting  only  a  few  seconds: 
the  shocks  were  simnltaneous,  or  almost  so,  with  the  reports,  and 
seemed  to  follow  the  direction  of  the  rumbling  sound,  with  the 
exception  that  observers  near  the  top  of  the  mountain  assert  they 
appear  to  be  under  and  all  around  them ;  that  the  reports  all  came 
from  Stone  and  Bald  Mountain  ridge ;  those  living  on  the  east 
side  pointing  to  the  west,  and  those  on  the  west  pointing  to  the 
east  for  the  direction  of  the  sounds:  that  the  effects  were  felt  five 
miles  on  each  side  of  the  mountain  ridge.  In  all  these  convul- 
sions of  the  mountain  the  concurrent  testimony  is,  thai  the  sounds 
and  shocks  were  either  simultaneous  or  nearly  so. 

Following  the  preceding  paper,  Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  stated  that 
he  desired  to  repeat  a  statement  previously  made  by  himself,  viz., 
that  the  generally  accepted  rule  that  volcanic  action  is  peculiar 
to  the  neighborhood  of  the  sea,  rests  on  very  limited  data,  and 
that  if  we  consider  the  geological  epoch  immediately  preceding 
the  present,  we  find  such  action  well  developed  in  regions  far  dis- 
tant from  the  ocean,  as  in  western  America. 

Mr.  C.  E.  DuTTON  remarked  that  volcanic  action  is  especially 
remarkable  in  localities  that  have  been  the  scene  of  the  shifting 
of  sedimentary  deposits. 

Mr.  Cleveland  Abbe  called  attention  to  the  observations  of 
Professor  Niles,  at  Monson,  Mass.,  as  affording  possibly  a  me- 
chanical explanation  of  the  phenomena  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  W.  Harkness  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  APPARATUS  TO  BE  USED  IN  THE  OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE 
APPROAOHINQ  TRANSIT  OP  VENUS. 

This  paper  was  illustrated  by  transparent  photographs  exhib- 
ited by  means  of  the  calcium  light 
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Mr.  J.  E.  Gilbert  read  a  paper 

ON  A  COLD  QBYSBB  0&  INTERMITTENT  ARTESIAN  WELL  IN  OHIO. 
(▲B  8TB  ACT.) 

Mr.  Gilbert  described  an  artesian  well  that  had  been  bored  at 
Stryker,  Williams  County,  Ohio,  to  a  depth  of  860  feet.  Water 
and  g&8  bad  been  met  with  at  several  points,  and  especially  a 
mineral  water  at  230  feet.  There  is  no  continuous  outflow  of 
water,  bat  a  level  is  maintained  a  little  below  the  surface  of  the 
groand,  and  gas  (sulpbydric  acid)  constantly  escapes.  After 
intervals,  normally  of  about  six  hours,  there  is  a  spasmodic  dis- 
cbarge of  a  large  volume  of  gas,  with  such  force  as  to  carry  with 
it  many  barrels  of  water,  the  eruption  lasting  ten  to  twenty  min- 
ntes.  By  nearly  closing  the  mouih  of  the  well  its  discharge  can 
be  indefinitely  deferred,  and  by  agitating  the  water  with  a  pole, 
80  as  to  produce  a  vertical  oscillation,  the  flow  can  be  hastened. 
The  agency  of  heat,  essential  to  the  best  sustained  theories  of 
geyser  action,  is  here  out  of  the  question,  and  a  mechanical  ex- 
planation is  in  order.  From  the  possibility  of  a  vertical  vibration 
of  the  water  is  inferred  its  communication  with  a  reservoir  stored 
with  gas ;  and  it  is  further  hypothecated  that,  from  some  source, 
there  is  a  constant  accession  of  gas.  When  its  volume  is  such 
that  it  displaces  the  water  at  the  point  of  communication  with 
the  well,  it  begins  to  escape,  and,  at  once,  by  its  motion,  clears  a 
larger  opening.  Rising  in  the  well,  its  tendency  is  to  lift  the 
water  in  part,  and,  by  relieving  the  pressure,  enable  the  elastic 
gas  remaining  in  the  reservoir  to  expand  more  rapidly.  From 
the  reciprocation  of  these  actions  results  the  paroxysmal  discharge. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Clarke  made  a  verbal  communication 

ON  THE  ATOMIC  VOLUMES  OF  CRYSTALLIZED  AND  DOUBLE  SALTS. 
(Tkii paper  will  be  published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts.} 


TOth  Meeting.  Mat  23,  1874* 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  offered  some  remarks  on  the  communication  of 
Mr.  Benj.  Alvord,  made  at  the  previous  meeting. 
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Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  then  introduced  Hon.  T.  L.  Clingkan,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  EARTHQUAKE  PHENOMENA  RECENTLY  EXPERIENCED   IN 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

(iiBSTBAOT.) 

Mr.  Clingraan  stated  that  the  first  shock  on  record  occurred  ia 
1811,  and  similar  ones  had  been  experienced  every  two  or  three 
years  since  that  date,  in  some  portion  of  a  region  including  the 
six  most  western  counties  of  North  Carolina,  all  of  them  imme« 
diatelj  east  of  the  main  range  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

The  author  had  devoted  much  time  to  the  investigation  of  this 
subject,  and  gave  many  interesting  details  relative  thereto. 

( TTiis  communication  has  been  published  in  (he  New  York  Daily  Times,  July 

15,  1874.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  read  a  memoir 

ON  THE  GENESIS  AND  DEMONOLOOT  OF  THE  NUMA  TRIBE  OF  INDIANS. 

(^This  paper  will  be  published  in  full  in  a  forthcoming  report  of  Mr,  Powell  to 

the  Secretarjf  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  On  the  Survejf  of  the 

Colorado  River.) 


7l8T  Meeting.  June  6,  1874. 

Vice-President  J.  E.  Hilgard  in  the  Chair. 

The  chairman  announced  the  adoption  by  the  general  commit- 
tee of  a  resolution  ordering  that  in  official  records  of  the  Society 
all  titles  of  members  other  than  "Mr."  be  hereafter  omitted. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Clarke  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  MOLECULAR  HEATS  OF  SIMILAR  COMPOUNDS. 
(ABSTRACT.) 

It  is  laid  down  in  all  text-books  that  similar  compounds  hav^e 
equal  atomic  or  molecular  heats.  Thus,  for  instance,  the  chlorides 
of  the  alkaline  metals  are  said  to  have  equal  values,  the  carbon- 
ates of  the  calcinm  group  furnish  a  similar  example,  and  so  on. 
This  is  probably  true,  with  certain  qualifications.  The  different 
bodies  must  be  compared  not  at  the  same  temperature,  but  at 
what  are  called  corresponding  temperatures.    These  correspond- 
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ing  temperatures  would  probably  be  at  equal  distances  from  the 
meltJDg  points,  although  this  is  by  no  means  certain.  Under 
ordinarj  circumstances,  in  any  given  series  of  similar  compounds 
the  molecular  heat  increases  slowly  with  the  atomic  weight.  The 
two  subjoined  series,  series  which  are  usually  taken  to  illustrate 
the  supposed  equality,  will  exemplify  this  fact.  Each  molecular 
heat  is  here  deduced  from  the  mean  of  all  the  reliable  determina- 
tions of  specific  heat  extant  for  each  substance.  The  first  series 
is  that  of  the  alkaline  chlorides. 


Sdbstakci. 

H0I.BCDI.AB  HBAT8. 

Li    CI 

11.62. 

WaCl 

12.56. 

K     CI 

12.93. 

Rb  CI 

13.54. 

N'o  determinations  have  yet  been  made  for  Cs  CI 

For  the  carbonates  of  the  calcium  groaps, 

SOBSTAHCI. 

UOLCCOLAR  HBAn. 

CaCO, 

21.09. 

Sr  CO, 

21.34. 

BaCO, 

21.49. 

PbCO, 

21.91. 

Oomparing  some  chlorides,  bromides,  and  iodides,  we  have— - 

SUBSTAMCB.        MOLBCULAB  HbATS. 

K  CI  12.93. 

K  Br  13  47. 

K  I  13.60. 

Pb  CI,  18.85. 

Pb  Br,  19.55. 

Pb  I,  19.67. 

Among  liquids  the  increase  is  yet  more  striking :  one  series  will 
aerre  to  illustrate  this. 

SUBSTAMCB.        MOLBCULAR  HbATB. 

C    CI,  31.91. 

Si    CI,  32.42. 

Si   CI,  35.25. 

Sn  CI,  37.15. 

I  hare  traced  out  relations  of  this  kind  in  over  twenty  different 
"ieries  of  compounds,  and  find  only  one  or  two  apparent  excep- 
u'ons.  These  exceptions  are  doubtless  due  to  experimental  error, 
sioce  they  occur  only  where  there  are  scanty  materials. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  read  a  memoir  communicated  by  Prof. 
Stkphsn  Albxander,  of  Princeton, 

ON  THB  ZODIAOAL  LTOHT. 
{See  the  Appendix  to  this  Bulletin,) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106  BULLBTIN  OF  THB 

Mr.  L.  D.  Oals  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  OEOLOOY  OF  THE  LIGNITE  FORBfATION,  AND  ON  A  HITHERTO 
UNDESORIBSD  DEPOSIT  DISOOVERED  IN  1834  IN  NEW  YORK  BAT. 

Mr.  E.  S.  HoLDEN  read  a  memoir 

ON  SIR  WILLIAM   HERSOHEL'S  OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  SATELLITES 

OF  URANUS. 

{See  the  Appendix  to  this  Bulletin.) 
Mr.  J.  E.  HiLOARD  explained  the  constmction  of 

A  NEW  APPARATUS  FOR  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  PERSONAL  ERROR 
IN  ASTRONOMICAL  TRANSIT  OBSERVATIONS. 


72d  Meeting.  June  20,  1874. 

Yice-President  W.  B.  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Wm.  Ferrbl  made  a  commanication 

ON  THE  LAW  CONNECTING  THE  VELOCITY  AND  DIRECTION  OF  THB  WIND 
WITH  THE  BAROMETRIC  GRADIENT. 

(abstract.) 
Let  (?=the  barometric  gradient  in  the  direction  in  which  it  is 
the  steepest,  estimated  by  the  amount  of  change  in 
the  mercurial  column  in  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
miles ; 
v  =  the  velocity  of  the  wind  per  hour ; 
r  =  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  isobar  or  line  of  equal 

barometric  pressure ; 
t  =  the  inclination  of  the  direction  of  the  wind  to  the  isobar 

on  the  side  of  lowest  pressure ; 
n  =  the  earth's  hourly  angular  velocity  of  rotation  in  terms 

of  the  radius ; 
Z  =the  latitude  of  the  place. 
The  following  equation  then  expresses  very  nearly  the  rela- 
tion  in  all   cases    between   the  barometric  gradient  and  the 
velocity  of  the  wind  : — 

^ (2  71  sin  I  4-  u)  V  see  i  _  (0.524  sin  I  +  u)  i?  sec  % 

«300000  8300000 
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This  relatioD  expresses  a  general  law  applicable  in  all  latitudes 
to  any  IndiFidual  cyclone,  or  to  the  resultant  of  any  number  of 
cyclones  combining  and  interfering  with  one  another.  The  value 
of  i  depends  mostly  upon  friction,  and  can  only  be  determined  by 
observation.  Its  value,  however,  is  generally  so  small,  except  on 
eertaio  parts  of  the  land  and  near  the  surface,  that  it  may  be 
neglected  without  much  error,  since  sec  i  for  a  small  angle  does 
Dot  differ  much  from  unity.  The  average  value  obtained  by  Mr. 
Ley  for  inland  stations'*"  is  nearly  80^,  although  Professor  Loomis 
{SiUiman^s  Journal,  July,  1874)  obtained  an  average  value  of 
tbont  45^  for  the  stations  of  the  United  States  Signal  Service. 

The  mathematical  demonstration  of  this  law  or  relation  is  too 
complex  to  be  given  here,  and  must  consequently  be  reserved  for 
future  occasions,  in  which  a  complete  and  thorough  investigation 
of  this  interesting  subject  will  be  attempted.  For  the  present  it 
may  be  regarded  as  an  empirical  law,  merely  to  be  compared  with 
and  tested  by  observation. 

We  shall  give  here  only  a  few  comparisons  of  this  law  with 
observation.  First  with  regard  to  the  two  great  polar  hemis- 
pherical cyclones  having  the  terrestrial  poles  for  their  centres  and 
the  equatorial  calm  belt  for  their  external  limits,  and  depending 
opon  the  mean  constant  difference  of  temperature  between  the 
eqoatorial  and  polar  regions.  In  this  case  the  barometric  gradi- 
eots  aud  velocities  are  the  means  obtained  from  a  great  many  ob- 
servations, in  which  the  effects  of  the  seasons  and  of  all  ordinary 
cyclones  are  eliminated.  The  value  of  u  in  this  case  is  the  mean 
constant  east  or  west  angular  velocity  of  the  wind,  and  r  is  the 
distance  from  the  earth's  axis.  The  whole  value  of  u,  however, 
io  this  case  is  so  small  in  comparison  with  2  n  sin  Z  that  it  may 
be  entirely  neglected. 

Observation  shows  that  about  the  parallel  of  35®  in  the  northern 
hemisphere,  and  a  little  nearer  the  equator  in  the  southern  hem- 
isphere, the  barometric  pressure  is  a  maximum,  and  that  conse- 
quently O  vanishes.  Putting  6^  =»  0,  the  preceding  relation  can 
only  lie  satisfied  by  v  =  0,  that  is,  by  a  calm  belt  at  these  lati- 
tudes as  actually  observed.  At  the  equator  also  we  have  O  ^0, 
bat  here  the  law  is  also  satisfied  by  the  vanishing  of  (2  w  sin  Z  -h  u) 
at  the  equator,  and  v  becomes  in  this  case  indeterminate  by  the 
preceding  relation. 

The  mean  barometric  gradient  in  the  British  Islands,  as  de- 
clined from  the  isobars  determined  by  Mr.  Glaishep.  is  about  0.02 
of  an  inch.  With  this  value  of  G  the  relation  is  satisfied  with 
»  =»  6  miles,  supposing  the  mean  direction  of  the  wind  to  be  from 
the  west  or  nearly  so,  that  is,  that  the  value  of  i  is  small.  This 
result  is  a  little  less  than  the  value  obtained  for  these  islands  by 

*  Joamal  of  the  Scottish  Meteorological  Society  for  the  first  quarter  of 
l«73,p.66. 
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the  late  Professor  Coffin  in  his  Winds  of  the  Northern  Heroi* 
sphere.  Bot  of  coarse  this  valae,  depending  upon  so  small  a 
gradient,  can  not  be  actually  determined  from  the  observed  gradient 
by  the  preceding  relation.  Again,  the  value  of  O  deduced  from 
the  table  of  barometric  pressures  given  by  Buchan  in  his  Mete- 
orology, for  the  parallel  of  20^  north,  is  about  0.02  of  an  inch. 
The  wind  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  this  latitude  being  from  the 
N.  E.,  we  ha?e  the  value  oft  here  aboat  225^.  With  this  value 
of  i  and  the  preceding  value  of  O,  the  equation  gives  t?  =  15 
miles,  which  is  probably  about  the  velocity  of  the  trade  winds  on 
the  sea  in  this  latitude. 

From  the  same  table  of  barometric  pressures  given  by  Buchan 
we  deduced,  for  the  parallel  of  52^  south  latitude,  the  value  of 
(7  =s  0.07  of  an  inch.  Supposing  t  here  to  be  small,  that  is,  that 
the  constant  wind  blows  nearly  from  the  west,  the  relation  above 
gives  u  =  21  miles  for  the  velocity  of  the  wind  from  the  west 
All  accounts  represent  the  west  wind  in  this  latitude  as  blowing 
very  strong  all  round  the  globe,  and  Mr.  Laughton  speaks  of  it 
as  frequently  amounting  to  a  half  gale. 

In  an  onliuary  cyclone  the  value  of  u  in  comparison  with 
2  n  sin /cannot  in  general  be  neglected,  and  it  is  readily  seen 
that  near  the  centre  of  a  cyclone  where  r  is  small  the  value  of  u 
may  be  very  large.  When  the  isobars  of  a  cyclone  drawn  to 
every  tenth  of  an  inch  of  the  barometer  are  one  hundred  miles 
apart,  we  have  0  =  0.1  of  an  inch.  With  this  value  of  O,  sup- 
posing the  value  of  t  to  be  so  small  that  we  can  put  sec  t  »  1, 
we  get  from  the  expression  of  O  at  the  distance  of  four  hundred 
miles  from  the  centre  of  the  cyclone,  and  on  the  parallel  of  45°, 
v  =  29  miles  for  the  velocity  of  the  wind,  and  this  would  be  very 
nearly  the  velocity  at  sea  where  i  is  so  small.  But  with  the  value 
of  i  =  45°  nearly  obtained  by  Professor  Loomis,  we  get  r  =  21 
miles  nearly.  At  a  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  only  from  the 
centre,  all  the  other  circumstances  remaining  the  same  as  above, 
we  get  V  =  22  miles  in  the  case  in  which  i  is  small,  as  at  sea,  and 
in  the  case  in  which  the  value  of  i  is  45**  we  get  v  =  18  miles 
nearly.  Hence  we  see  that  the  law  gives  the  velocities  for  the 
same  gradient  considerably  greater  near  the  centre  than  at  greater 
distances. 

The  preceding  law  cannot  be  tested  by  comparing  the  observed 
velocity  of  the  wind  in  any  individual  case  with  that  deduced  by 
means  of  the  law  from  the  observed  gradient  obtained  from  the 
isobars  laid  down  on  the  weather  maps  of  the  Army  Signal 
Service ;  for  these,  Iming  laid  down  from  observations  made  at 
stations  which  are  in  many  cases  several  hundred  miles  apart, 
cannot  take  in  the  effects  of  the  nnmerous  local  and  compara- 
tively small  disturbances,  and  these  latter  may  affect  very  much 
the  velocity  of  the  wind  at  any  station  The  law  can  only  be 
tested  by  comparing  the  average  velocity  of  a  great  many  in- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PHILO8OPHI0AL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON.  109 

dWidaal  cases  with  the  average  of  the  corresponding  observed 
gradients,  as  deduced  from  the  isobars,  taking  account  of  the 
distances  of  the  stations  from  the  centres  of  the  cyclones. 

Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  commanication 

ON  THE  AGE  OF  THE  TONTO  SANDSTONES. 
(ABBTBACT.) 

The  author  discussed  the  age  of  a  group  of  rocks  exposed  in 
the  grand  cafion  of  the  Colorado,  and  locally  designated  as  the 
Tonto  group.  After  mentioning  its  reference  to  the  Silurian  by 
Dr.  Newl>erry,  and  to  the  Carboniferous  by  Prof.  Powell  on  strati- 
graphical  grounds,  he  detailed  some  evidence,  paleontological  and 
Htbologieal,  which  led  him  to  refer  it  to  the  Primordial  division 
of  the  Silurian,  and  pointed  out  the  interest  that  would  attend 
the  recovery  of  a  fauna  from  some  still  lower  beds  discovered  by 
Prof  Powell  under  the  Eaibab Plateau. 

(7Vt  eommunication  will  appear  in  full  in  the  Geological  portion  of  the  Re," 
port  of  Lieut.  Wheeltr'e  Exploratiom  west  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian,) 

Mr.  Cleveland  Abbe  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  POSITION  OF  THE  PLANES  OF  OERTAIN  NEBULJE. 

(abbtkact.) 

The  author  stated  that  he  had  endeavored  to  pass  from  the 
consideration  of  the  appatent  distribution  of  the  nebulae  in  space 
up  to  the  solution  of  more  definite  and  tangible  problems. 

He  had  made  a  study  of  the  nebulse  described  in  Sir  John 
Hersfhers  "General  Catalogue"  as  very  much  or  exceedingly 
extended,  and  had  computed  the  position  in  space  of  a  line  per- 
pendicular to  the  planes  of  these  nebul®,  supposing  the  latter  to 
be  thin  disks  seen  edgewise. 

He  found  that  these  lines  appear  to  lie  in  or  near  a  plane  in- 
clined about  twenty  degrees  to  that  of  the  Milky  Way. 

{Thi  memoir  will  be  publithed  in  full  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science 
and  Arts,) 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  some  remarks 

ON  TBI  CREDIT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AS  SHOWN  BT  THE  VALUE  OF 
ITS  SECURITIES. 
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ON  THE  ADOPTED  VALUE  OF  THE  SUN'S 
APPARENT  DIAMETER. 

By  K.  S.  HOLDEN. 

(Read  1874,  Jahuakt  17.) 

In  all.  3639  observations  of  both  horizontal  and  vertical  diam> 
eters  of  the  sun  have  been  examined,  distributed  as  follows  : — 

No.  OP  Observations.         Instrumbnts. 
Hor.  DUm.      Vert.  Diam. 

Oreenivicb,     1862-1870,        832  905      Transit  Circle. 

Washington,  18H2-1865,        491  430       Transit  and  MuraL 

186&-1870,        490  491      Transit  Circle. 

1813         1826 

These  were  made  by  twenty-three  different  observers.  Addendum 
"A"  gives  the  corrections  to  both  horizontal  and  vertical  diam- 
eters as  given  by  all  the  observations  made  in  one  year  by  each 
observer.  The  Greenwich  observations  are  compared  with  the 
Naatical  Almanac  value ;  the  Washington  observations  with  the 
value  given  in  the  American  Epliemeris. 

Prom  Greenwich  and  Washington  observations  of  horizontal 
diameter,  the  concluded  value  is  32'  2".509 

From  similar  obs.  of  vertical  diameter  32   2  .565 

The  concluded  value  is  32   2  .54 

giving  a  correction  —  r'.46  to  the  Amer.  Ephem. 
"  —  1  .08  to  the  Naut.  Almanac. 

"  -f  0  .14  to  the  Berlin  Jahrbuch. 

Addendom  "A"  contains  the  figures  upon  which  this  determi- 
nation depends.     Owing  to  a  difficulty  of  determining  from  the 
printed  observations  the  observer  with  the  transit  instrument  at 
Washington  in  the  years  1862-65,  all  the  observations  of  each  * 
of  these  years  have  been  treated  as  if  made  by  a  single  observer. 

Each  observation  of  the  sun  gives  an  "Apparent  error  of  ephe- 
meris  diameter"  (horizontal  and  vertical).  Addendum  **A"  con- 
tains the  *•  error  of  observer"  (by  changing  signs).  If  we  now 
Bohtract  fipom  the  "Apparent  error  of  epheraeris  diameter"  the 
"  Personal  error  of  the  observer"  fcr  each  day,  we  have  a  series 
of  "outstanding  errors"  which  are  due  to  some  cause  exterior  to 
the  instrument  itself,  and  from  which  the  influence  of  the  observ- 
er's personality  has  been  eliminated. 

When  these  residuals  are  tabulated  and  their  means  by  months 
taken,  as  in  Addendum  "B,"  it  is  seen  that  there  is  a  periodicity 
in  the  series.     That  this  periodicity  is  not  wholly  or  in  main 
8  (3) 
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caused  by  a  periodic  change  in  the  snn  itself,  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  these  mean  monthly  ''oatstanding  errors''  have  on  the  whole 
opposite  signs  at  Greenwich  and  Washington ;  hence  it  is  inferred 
that  they  are  in  great  part  due  to  atmospheric  causes.  To  test 
this  the  Washington  observations  from  1867  to  1870  have  been 
tabulated  in  Addendum  **C,"  \vhere  I  have  placed  the  mean 
"outstanding  error"  of  each  year  under  one  of  the  numbers  I  to 
V.  These  numbers  are  the  observer's  estimate  of  the  goodness 
of  the  image  of  the  sun  at  the  time  of  observation,  I  being  a 
poor  image  and  Y  a  perfect  one.  It  is  plain  from  this  table  that 
the  goodness  of  the  image  has  a  direct  influence  upon  the  value 
of  the  diameter  deduced,  as  Wagner  first  showed  in  his  own  case. 
{Vierteljahrs.  Astr,  OeselL,  1873,  Jan,)  I  treated  Wagner's 
own  observations,  which  are  given  in  the  cited  work,  in  the  same 
manner  as  I  had  previously  treated  the  Washington  observations, 
and  I  found  that  Wagner's  class  4  (on  a  scale  from  1  to  6)  gave 
mean  outstanding  error  of  —  0".055,  while  the  Washington  class 
II-III,  which  exactly  corresponds  to  it,  gave  — 0*.063 :  also, 
his  class  3  gave  +0".029,  while  the  corresponding  Washington 
class  (III-IV)  gave  +  0M80. 

The  agreement  of  signs  shows  that  the  influence  of  the  goodness 
of  image  on  deduced  horizontal  diameters  is  in  the  same  direction 
at  Washington  and  Poulkova :  the  discrepancy  in  amounts  is 
probably  due  to  diff'erent  habits  in  assigning  the  weights. 

To  show  how  rough  a  division  of  observations  on  account  of 
state  of  the  image  will  show  an  influence  in  the  deduced  diame- 
ters, I  divided  the  Washington  observations  into  two  classes : 
Isty  those  made  when  the  sky  was  perfectly  clear ;  and  2d,  those 
made  when,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the  watchmen  of  the 
Observatory,  the  cloudiness  was  from  5  to  10  (10  =  wholly 
cloudy).     The  results  are  given  below  : — 

Tablb  op  Outstamdino  Ebrors  in  Sun's  Diaxbteb  a.b  appbctbd  bt  thb 
cloudiness  op  thb  8kt  at  noon. 
Horizontal  Diameter.  Vertical  Diameter. 

Tear.  Cloud -sO.  Cload»5tol0.         CloodaO.  Cload  »>  ft  to  10. 

1867  —  0-.033         +0-.012 

1868  —0.047         +0.030 

1869  0 .000         +  0 .039 

1870  —0.093         +0.014 

I  applied  the  same  test  to  Greenwich  Obs.  for  1866,  and  found : 
Horizontal  Diameter.  Vertical  Diameter. 

Cloud  aO.  Clond  — wo.  Clond=»0.  aoiid=-6-10. 

1866        —  0«.022         +0'.010         +0".55         —  0".41 
which  agrees  in  horizontal  diameter  with  Washington  Obsenrar 
tionSy  but  is  contrary  in  vertical  diameter. 


(4) 


—  0".45 

+  0.35 

—  1  .45 

+  0.45 

+  0  .75 

+  0.11 

—  0  .70 

—  0.44 
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II. 

ON  THE  ALLUVIAL  BAStN  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER  STYLED  THE  DELTA. 

Bt  prof.  c.  g.  forshey. 

(Rbad  1874,  March  28.) 

The  Mississippi  River  has  a  hydrographic  basin  embracing 
1,244,000  square  miles  *  The  rainfall  upon  this  area,  and  its 
abrasions  in  travel  towards  the  Gulf,  have  thfown  upon  the  basin 
below  Cape  Girardeau,  an  alluvial  bed,  extending  thence  sooth- 
ward  to  the  sea,  whose  area  is  computed  by  Prof.  Forshey  at 
38,106  square  miles,  about  ^^  of  the  entire  hydrographic  basin. 

The  river  runs  through  this  basin,  its  present  channel  skirting 
the  bluffs,  or  diluvial  uplands,  on  the  east,  from  the  head  of  the 
Delta,  as  above,  to  the  south  boundary  of  Tennessee,  lat.  35®,  a 
few  miles  below  Memphis;  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo 
River,  above  and  near  Vicksburg,  lat.  32®  22',  the  channel 
winds  midway  through  the  alluvion,  and  again  impinges  the 
bluffs  with  its  east  bank ;  thence  it  keeps  close  to  the  bluffs  to 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  lat.  30®  28';  and  thence  to  its  mou|h, 
at  lat.  29'',  winds  through  the  alluvial  bed  245  miles,  projecting 
more  than  100  miles  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Delta  Boundary. — The  alluvion  is  bounded  on  the  left  or 
eastern  limit  by  bluffs  of  some  elevation  even  where  the  river  does 
not  impinge  upon  them;  whereas,  the  western  limit  of  its  basin  is 
very  obscure  in  most  of  its  length,  and,  though  easily  recognized 
by  the  eye  of  the  geologist,  the  uplands  rise  so  gently  above  the 
alluvial  level  as  to  present  no  definite  boundary  to  the  floods 
that  annually  cover  large  areas  of  the  alluvion. 

On  the  west  or  right  boundary  the  limit  may  be  run  from  the 
river  at  three  miles  below  Cape  Girardeau,  lat.  37°  20',  sonth- 
westwardly  through  the  White  Water  Creek  and  the  Castor 
Lakes  to  the  St.  Francis  River;  thence  across  the  bottom  of 
this  river  to  Black  River,  and  with  the  right  of  its  alluvion  down 
to  White  River,  and  with  the  western  limit  of  its  alluvial  bottom 
to  the  confluence  of  this  and  the  Arkansas  River.  Thence  the 
limit  runs  up  the  Arkansas  to  near  and  below  Pine  Bluffs,  across  to 
the  Bartholomew,  with  its  right  bank  to  the  Washita,  and  down 
west  of  the  alluvion  of  this  river  to  Harrisonburg,  lat.  34®  48' ; 
thence  the  alluvion  basin  is  bounded  by  bluffs  to  the  north  shore 
of  Lake  Ocatahoula  and  it^  outlet,  the  Saline,  to  Red  River ; 

♦  In  an  article  pnbllshed  in  the  Concordia  Intelligencer,  Jan.  20,  1840, 
Prof.  Porahny  oompatHH  the  area  of  the  hA^U\  at  1,300,000  mll»*8  The 
Delta  «nrvey  of  Hnniphrey!*  aii>i  Abbott  givea  l,*i44,000  pronsiooalljr 
adopted  till  more  accurately  determined. 
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thence  ap  the  Red  River  to  Cotile,  and  down  Cotile  and  Bayou 
BIoflTto  the  Cocodrie,  and  with  its  right  bank  and  the  Zeche  and 
Yerniilion  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  longitude  92^  west. 

The  eastern  limit  on  the  Gulf  is  at  longitude  89^,  and  the  width 
of  the  basin  on  the  Gulf  front  is  nearly  180  miles,  while  at 
Natchez  it  is  28  miles;  at  Gaines'  Landing,  lat  33^  30^  it  is 
SO  miles,  and  but  little  less  above  that  point  to  near  the  mouth 
of  Ohio  Ri?er. 

ExcEPnoNS. — Within  this  area — nearly  all  below  the  level  of 
the  Mississippi's  high  water,  there  are  various  areas  that  are 
not  alluvial.  Some  ridges  have  considerable  length,  such  as  the 
Bloomfield  in  Missouri,  and  the  Crowley  Ridge  in  Arkansas, 
more  than  100  miles  long  and  very  narrow,  lying  between  the 
St  Francis  and  Black  rivers ;  also  the  Bastrap  and  Macon  Hills 
in  north  Louisiana,  and  the  Sicily  Island  and  Avoyilles  on 
Ooachita  and  Red  Rivers.  All  these  are  subtracted  in  com- 
poting  the  area  of  the  alluvial  basin,  still  leaving  a  tract  of  land 
with  an  average  of  12  feet  below  the  highest  water  mark  of  the 
Mississippi  River  at  points  opposite,  and  measuring  38,706 
fiqoare  miles. 

This  is  the  extent  in  greatest  floods  of  the  Fresh  water  Delta 
Ska. 

Apparent  Geological  History. — The  testimony  left  on  the 
features  of  the  land  shows  the  drift  beds  in  the  form  of  bluffs  on 
both  sides  the  basin,  and  of  indefinite  lateral  extent.  The  drain- 
age of  the  great  hydrographic  basin  has  unquestionably  eroded 
the  bed  now  occupied  by  the  alluvion ;  and  whether  in  concen- 
trated form  as  now,  or  in  several  or  many  parallel  streams,  the 
Mississippi  has  cut  out  for  itself  the  delta  basin,  and  thrown 
down  upon  its  lap  the  varied  detritus  brought  from  the  abrasions 
of  its  many  tributaries. 

The  diluvial  beds  thus  worn  away  lie  upon  a  tertiary,  at  various 
points  exposed  on  either  side  of  the  basin.  The  depth  to  which 
the  bed  has  been  cut  (the  thickness  of  the  alluvion)  is  ascertained 
bj  only  a  very  few  sections,  but  sufficient  to  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion for  all  its  northern  half,  say  above  lat.  32^  30',  that  this 
depth  is  rarely  greater  than  the  deepest  portions  of  the  present 
shifting  channel,  about  100  feet. 

Ample  testimony  exists,  and  it  is  everywhere  observable,  that 
the  river  changes  its  bed  with  ease  and  rapidity,  showing  that 
the  material  removed  to  give  the  channel-way  is  of  recent  alluvial 
deposit,  and  that  at  least  so  far  as  these  changes  have  occurred, 
the  depth  of  the  alluvion  has  for  a  minimum  100  feet  or  more. 

At  points  further  down,  we  know  not  at  what  limit,  a  bay  from 
the  Qalf  has  been  gradually  filled  with  alluvial  material,  the 
marine  waters  being  driven  back,  and  the  deposits  cast  on  the 
bottom  of  the  sea,  until  at  the  present  age,  the  alluvion  hasj 
greatly  invaded  the  basin  proper  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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The  protrusion  along  the  margin  of  the  Gulf  is  manifesUj 
eighty  miles  or  more,  if  we  assume  the  line  of  the  convex  shore 
of  the  Gulf  to  be  continaed  from  west  of  Vermilion  Bay  to  the 
shore  of  the  Mississippi  Sound  at  Bay  St  Louis.  This  line 
passes  through  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

In  the  progress  of  the  stupendous  work  of  filling  the  whole 
Gulf  area'*'  of  700,000  square  miles,  and  of  average  depth  of 
3000  feet  or  more,  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  auxiliary  streams, 
the  delta  we  are  now  considering  has  projected  beneath  the  pre- 
sent Gulf  surface  an  enormous  plateau  with  less  than  ten  fathoms 
water  soundings,  which  extends  from  five  miles  outside  the  pre- 
sent passes  of  the  Mississippi,  westward,  and  has  a  breadth  in 
front  of  the  Caillon  and  Atchafalaya  of  more  than  sixty  miles, 
and  only  approaches  the  shore  west  of  the  Vermilion  Buy,  the 
western  limit  of  the  delta  proper. 

Judging  from  the  bottom  samples  brought  up  by  the  sound- 
ings, the  alluvial  materials  characteristic  of  the  Mississippi's  cod- 
tributioDS  lie  upon  and  form  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  for  some 
seventy  miles  still  further  advanced,  in  a  crescent  southward  and 
eastward  of  this  ten-fathom  curve,  even  to  where  the  soundings 
reach  beyond  500  fathoms. 

This,  then,  is  the  provisional  southward  or  Gulf  limit  of  the 
great  alluvion. 

Topography  of  thb  Basin. — The  river's  banks  are  everywhere 
the  highest  ground  within  the  basin,  including  in  this  description' 
of  the  banks  all  the  shores  of  the  Old  River  lakes  which  are  so 
numerous  along  its  tortuous  course. 

And  as  the  river  has  elevated  or  built  up  the  alluvion  by  drop- 
ping upon  its  lap  the  sedimentary  and  transported  contributions 
eroded  from  the  great  hydrographic  basin,  it  will  be  obvious  to 
the  student  that  the  highest  portions  of  these  banks  are  found  to 
be  nearly  on  the  level  (a  little  below)  the  greatest  high-water 
marks,  as  we  shall  see  below  from  the  chapter  on  the  physics  of 
the  river. 

A  line  of  levels  transverse  to  the  current,  which  runs  mainly 
southward,  shows  everywhere  an  undulating  surface  to  the  ground ; 
for  "the  delta  is  everywhere  threaded  by  interlocking  bayous 
and  navigable  channels,  placing  every  cultivable  acre  of  land 
immediately  upon  or  very  near  to  steamboat  navigation.    In  this 


*  Aooordfn^  to  Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  tbe  oontHbntions  of  the  Hv<>r, 
M  held  in  suspenMon,  would  rai.se  a  square  mile  241  feet  liigli.  Add  five 
times  tliis  amount  for  material  pushed  forward  ou  the  river  bottom,  and  we 
have  241  X  6  ==1446'  as  the  height  of  the  one  mile  block.  With  a  golf 
depth  of  3000  feet  our  oontributiouA  would  fill  half  a  square  mile  per  jear, 
and  would  fill  the  (^ulf  area  of  700,000  square  miles  in  l,400,0iK)  j**ar8.  But 
as  the  other  streams  discharging  into  the  Oulf  hear  probably  one- fourth 
the  amount  of  sediment  furnished  by  the  Mississippi,  this  period  would  b# 
reduced  to  nearly  a  million  years. 
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particolar  it  has  no  parallel  known  to  ciTilized  man."    These 

bajous  and  rivers  have   their  channels  mainly  parallel  to  the 

rirer's  course,  and  they  serve  as  drains  to  the  rain-waters  fall- 
ing upon  the  delta ;  and  before  levee  history,  and  partially  now, 
thev  serve  to  bear  ofif  the  waters  that  overflow  the  lower  portions 
of  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  itself. 

The  depths  of  the  greatest  undulations  below  the  river's  high- 
wtter  level  are  aboat  thirty-seven  feet,  though  such  depressions 
are  very  rare.  Ten,  twelve,  and  fifteen  feet  are  much  more  com- 
mon ;  bat  all  the  depressions  are  greater  at  the  greater  distances 
from  the  present  channel.*  The  average  depth  reduced  from  all 
the  sections  leveled,  is  about  12  feet.  The  delta  sea,  if  raised 
to  the  level  of  the  rfver,  at  like  latitudes,  would  have  a  mean 
depth  of  12  feet  In  all  great  floods,  then,  the  entire  delta  is 
menaced  by  the  river's  flowing  reservoir  of  12  feet  average  depth 
of  water.  Thus  much  does  the  great  river  lack  of  having  filled 
and  replaced  with  deposits  what  has  been  carried  away  by  its 
erosions. 

Peculiarities  of  the  Physios  of  the  River. — The  mode  by 
which  the  river  Mississippi  produces  the  formation  of  the  alluvial 
delta,  is  not  in  general  terms  different  from  that  of  any  river  or 
riFulet,  whether  great  or  small. 

In  some  particulars  the  mode  is  peculiar;  and  as  these  peculiari- 
ties have  been  determined  by  the  most  elaborate  investigation  yet 
given  to  any  great  river,  the  writer  upon  these  phenomena  can 
speak  with  confidence,  and  may  once  for  all  give  credit  to  the  great 
work  of  Humphreys  and  Abbott  on  the  "  Physics  and  Hydraulics 
of  the  Mississippi  River." 

The  greatest  of  these  peculiarities  is  found  in  the  perpetual  tnr- 
bidness  of  the  waters.  Three  rivers  from  the  west,  the  Missouri, 
the  Arkansas,  and  the  Red  River,  contribute  turbid  waters  in 
both  flood  and  low-water  seasons.  The  Missouri,  however, 
yields  the  greater  portion  of  the  transported  matter,  and  gives 
the  muddy  hue  to  the  waters ;  the  other  two  rivers  yield  ferru- 
ginous matter,  tinged  with  red,  that  modifies  the  color  of  the 
river  below  them,  especially  in  flood  seasons  of  these  rivers. 

The  Mississippi  bears  in  suspension  an  alluminous  clayey 
matter,  of  extremely  fine  comminution,  that  amounts  in  quantity 
to  about  one  part  by  weight  in  1800,  and  by  measurement  one 
Tolume  in  nearly  3000,  as  shown  by  many  thousands  of  careful 
tests,  carried  through  two  entire  years,  and  derived  from  all 
portions  of  the  river's  flowing  volume. f  ^ 

*  The  river  hank  of  the  Washita,  at  75  miles  west  from  Vioksbarg,  is 
12(;^t  lieiuw  th«)  Mis«iii8ippi*s  bank  ;  and  on  this  line  of  levels,  at  only  12 
HUM  eaitt  of  thM  Wa^hiU,  the  land  is  3S  feet  below  the  Mississippi  level  ; 
thH  irrnateAt  depression  foand  in  the  15  lines  of  level  ran  across  the  delta. 

t  Tlie  writer  hereof  performed  these  meaAurementrf,  as  well  as  others, 
U  the  Uydrometrio  Engineer'a  Assistant  of  the  Delta  Survey. 
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In  addition  to  the  matter  transported  in  suspension  by  the 
river's  current,  there  is  borne  forward  by  the  mechanical  force  of 
the  waters  a  vast  volume  of  material  of  coarser  and  heavier  kind, 
which  is  rolled  and  pushed  along  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  be- 
lieved by  the  writer  to  exceed  in  volume  the  suspended  matter 
by  five  (possibly  twenty)  fold.  Its  quantity  is  immeasurable, 
but  proved  to  be  vast. 

As  moving  water  in  any  river  has  many  oblique  currents,  dae 
to  irregularity  of  channel  surfaces,  much  of  the  transported  mine- 
ral matter  is  kept  in  suspension,  in  spite  of  its  specific  gravity. 
In  consequence,  the  forward-moving  matter  may  be,  and  often 
is,  lifted  and  dropped  again  and  again,  thousands  of  times,  in 
its  progress.  Whenever  any  volume  of  water  drifts  into  an 
eddy,  or  finds  a  slower  movement,  portions  of  its  sediment  are 
dropped,  only  to  be  lifted  again  when  impinged  on  by  an  oblique 
and  upward  current.  Along  a  bottom  of  ascending  plane,  even 
heavy  materials  are  rolled  or  pushed  upward  to  greater  eleva- 
tions, even  to  the  river's  surface,  and  thus  frequently  are  thrown 
out  upon  the  highest  banks,  where  obstructed  currents  can  no 
longer  drift  them  forward ;  and  they  thus  form  permanent  addi- 
tions to  the  land. 

It  is  thus  that  the  Immediate  front  banks  of  the  river  are 
highest.  The  escaping  waters,  retarded  by  obstructions,  leave 
their  heaviest  load  of  sand  near  the  banks,  and  bear  forward  the 
lighter  materials  into  the  lower  grounds,  back  from  the  front 
banks.  And  thus  is  realized  and  explained  the  familiar  fact  that 
the  front  surface-lands  are  of  heaviest  and  often  coarse  sandy 
material,  while  the  remoter  surfaces  are  of  more  tenacious  and 
clayey  composition* 

The  river  and  its  auxiliary  bayous  have  thus  occupied,  at 
various  periods,  nearly  all  the  areas  of  the  delta,  building  up, 
carving  away,  and  replacing  the  beds  of  alluvion,  varying  in 
character  from  coarse  sand  to  the  finest  blue  clay,  all  over  the 
basin. 

It  is  obvious,  in  this  process  of  changing  its  channel  and  re- 
newing its  walls,  that  the  river  must  have  many  lower  and 
higher  portions  in  its  banks,  and  that  in  considerable  floods  the 
water  must  be  pouring  out  at  many  places,  and  finding  its  way 
down  the  delta  through  the  laterals,  and  often  through  the  forests, 
that  cover  the  lower,  but  mainly  emerged,  portions  of  the  basin. 
And  hence  the  necessity,  when  man  claimed  the  occupancy  of  the 
delta,  of  levees. 

Levees.  —  When  the  French  discoverers  pitched  their  pal- 

*  It  mast  not  be  inferred,  benoe,  that  these  faots  appear  at  all  depths  \n 
tbe  alluvial  baflin  ;  for  in  the  shifting  of  ohanncU,  sand-banks  are  of.en 
onvHred  by  clayej  material,  and  tbe  converse.  The  rivHr^s  uaviiig  hnuks 
iilnstrate  tbis  in  maltiplied  inHtances.  No  rule  applies  to  seottoas  of  the 
allavion ;  they  differ  at  every  hundred  or  thousand  feet. 
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metto  tents  where  the  city  of  New  Orleans  .now  stands,  they 
found  themselves  annually  liable  to  floods  that  they  mast  guard 
against;  and  in  1717  the  governor  ordered  his  engineer,  De  la 
Tour,  to  throw  up  a  dike  round  the  fort  and  the  proposed  city. 
They  commenced  planting  on  the  adjacent  fertile  grounds,  and 
fooud  that  crops  were  impossible  without  protection  ;  and  they 
then  extended  the  earthen  embankments  along  the  river  in  front 
and  made  guard  levees  running  back,  to  guide  the  flood  waters 
past  them.  The  new  arrivals  of  colonists  planted  the  land  still 
above  and  below  them,  and  extended  the  protection  still  further. 
And  still  they  found  themselves  flanked  by  the  floods,  and  again 
new  settlers  carried  the  works  farther  and  further  upwards. 

These  efforts  resulted  in  laws  regulating  levees,  as  communities 
grew  up  along  the  river,  and  upon  the  interior  streams  partly 
reclaimed  by  front  levees  and  partly  by  similar  works  on  the 
bayous.  After  the  purchase  of  the  country  from  France,  the 
American  population  rapidly  increased,  and  extended  the  settle- 
ments upward  and  into  the  interior,  invited  by  the  extraordinary 
productiveness  of  the  lands  and  the  mildness  of  the  climate;  and 
laws  regulating  the  levee  building  and  enjoining  upon  every  pro- 
prietor to  build  and  maintain  his  own  levee,  were  enacted  and 
enforced  with  much  rigor. 

By  the  year  1838,  when  the  writer's  labors  in  connection  with 
levees  commenced,  the  protection  was  pretty  complete  from  sixty 
miles  below  New  Orleans  up  to  Red  River,  and  a  large  portion  of 
the  river  front  for  one  hundred  miles  above  Red  River  was  being 
protected.  And  still  the  flood  waters  would  flank  the  plantations, 
as  the  levees  wer^  carried  upward  and  upward.  Several  large 
oatlets  had  been  closed.  Bullitt's  Bayou,  and  L'Argent  in  Con- 
cordia were  leveed ;  and  such  were  the  happy  effects  of  these 
works  on  the  interior  country,  that  in  1840  the  writer  published 
the  bold  proposition  to  levee  and  maater  the  whole  alluvial  basin. 
This  was  contrary  to  nearly  universal  opinion  as  to  practicability, 
hot  soon  found  adherents.  The  demand  for  laud-dominion  fast 
monlded  opinion. 

The  universal  impression,  without  much  teason,  that  tne  river 
must  fill  up  its  bed,  and  cause  a  constant  raising  of  the  levees, 
began  to  give  way,  and  we  soon  (by  1847)  ran  our  levees  to  the 
very  northern  limits  of  Louisiana. 

The  theorists,  however,  nearly  all  maintained  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gradual  elevation  of  the  levees  was  heretical  and  unsafe. 
In  opposition  to  this,  experience,  now  a  century  old  or  more,  was 
ippealed  to,  which  showed  points  of  land  near  and  above  New 
Orleans  that  were  as  high  (or  nearly)  as  the  highest  water  marks 
of  recent  times. 

The  contest  ran  through  a  decade  of  years,  and  the  triumph  of 
the  new  doctrine  was  finally  due  more  to  the  desire  to  possess  the 
laadt,  than  to  any  scientific  conviction.    In  1851,  the  great  Delta 
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survey  began,  which  ended  in  sustaining  the  grounds  then  as- 
sumed, and  announcing  the  practicability  of  the  total  reclamation 
of  the  alluvion  by  levees. 

In  illustration  of  the  sentiments  of  those  times,  I  quote  from 
an  essay  written  by  myself  in  1849,  entitled  the  "Physics  of  the 
Mississippi  River,"  deduced  from  twelve  years'  observations  and 
studies. 

.  "  Slate  of  Levees  and  their  Servitudes, — 24.  (a)  The  levees 
of  Louisiana  may  be  regarded  as  in  full  operation  for  fifty  years, 
for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  Bayou  Lafourche  down 
below  the  city.  These  levees  have  an  average  height  no  greater 
than  those  now  being  erected  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  State ; 
and  the  highest  water-marks  known,  whether  within  the  levee 
districts  or  not,  are  no  higher  than  many  points  of  the  land  ;  and 
some  of  the  best  river  plantations  present  long  reaches  without 
levees. 

"  (6)  The  river,  therefore,  has  not  raised  its  bed,  nor  reached 

point  of  elevation,  in  recent  years,  greater  than  its  level  when 
it  depositea  its  high  gronnds. 

"  (c)  To  maintain  levees  in  future,  therefore,  we  shall  have  to 
raise  them  no  higher  than  in  the  past. 

"25.  (a)  The  location  of  levees  below  Baton  Ronge  was  chiefly 
made  before  those  further  above,  and  consequently  were  placed 
too  near  the  bank  to  admit  of  the  new  abrasions,  arising  from  cot- 
offs,  from  extended  levees,  and  from  the  never-ceasing  steamboat 
waves. 

"  (6)  For  this  reason  they  are  now  being  destroyed  by  caving 
banks  and  by  lashing  waves  of  steamers  and  winds. 

"  (c)  A  period  has  arrived  when  these  new  elements  have  cut 
away  the  small  battures ;  and  the  high  waters,  which  the  geology 
of  this  alluvion  shows  to  have  been  frequent,  geologically  speak- 
ing, in  past  ages,  are  recurring,  and  our  levees  are  wholly  un- 
equal to  the  task  of  restraining  the  waters  "       ♦       ♦       *       * 

At  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  of  secession,  the  levees  were 
extended  nearly  to  the  head  of  the  Delta,  leaving  only  intervals 
near  and  above  the  inlet  rivers,  the  Red,  Aikansas,  and  St 
Francis,  amounting  in  all  to  less  than  forty  miles.  And  while 
many  of  these  levges  were  very  frail  and  liable  to  frequent 
crevasses,  many  others,  and  especially  those  which  closed  the 
great  outlets,  were  substantial  dikes. 

During  the  war  many  of  the  great  levees  were  cut  as  a  military 
necessity,  and  many  others  broke  of  themselves,  and  from  neglect 
the  cuts  widened,  until  most  of  the  country  was  remitted  to  deso- 
lation. 

The  State  of  Louisiana  undertook  to  restore  her  levees,  and 
has  expended  some  twelve  millions  of  dollars  since  the  war  in  the 
attempt.  But  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Mississippi  have  done 
very  little  in  the  work  of  restoration. 
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The  floods  of  this  spring  (1874)  have  been  so  extraordinary  as 
to  break  the  levees  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  and  to  devastate 
these  States  with  that  of  Arkansas  by  a  most  disastrous  inunda- 
tion, involving  loss  oT  life,  property,  stock,  homes  and  improve- 
ments  in  one  vast  ruin,  followed  by  famine  and  threatening 
pestilence. 

While  the  flood  height  in  most  of  the  alluvial  basin  is  not 
greater  than  in  some  previous  floods,  for  example  in  1815,  1828, 
1850. 1862,  and  1811,  the  great  extent  of  population  and  the  bad 
coodition  of  the  levees  have  given  an  intensity  and  breadth  to 
the  suffering  and  devastation,  incomparably  greater  than  has  ever 
been  experienced  on  the  continent. 

The  people,  in  their  utter  impotence  and  poverty,  turn  with 
prayers  of  desperation  to  the  National  Legislature  for  bread  to 
save  them  from  famine,  and  for  the  strong  national  arm  and 
parse  to  rebuild  and  take  charge  of  their  levees,  or  the  people 
most  perish,  and  the  Delta  be  remitted  to  the  dominion  of  the 
annaal  floods. 

A  quotation  from  an  essay  read  by  the  writer  before  the 
American  Association  at  Dubuque,  in  August,  1872,  will  form  a 
proper  closing  for  this  contribution  : — 

"  The  fertility  of  the  soils  of  the  Delta  both  by  analysis  and 
experiment,  is  of  the  highest  quality ;  in  fact,  it  is  almost  inex- 
haustible. Accordingly,  it  produces,  in  its  southern  two  degrees, 
the  great  staples  of  rice  and  sugar  in  abundance  and  perfection 
unknown  in  any  other  portion  of  North  America.  In  fact,  sugar 
is  coltivated  only  in  the  Delta,  and  south  of  latitude  31^  30^  In 
nearly  all  portions  of  the  Delta,  but  more  thoroughly  in  the  five 
degrees  north  from  31®  (north  of  Red  River),  cotton  grows  in 
the  Delta  lands  in  double  the  quantities  of  the  best  uplands ;  and 
com,  and  sweet  and  Irish  potatoes,  in  every  portion  of  the  Delta, 
grow  with  facility  and  abundance,  and  with  a  minimum  of  culti- 
vation. In  the  northern  border  the  cereals  grow  and  mature  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  agriculturist.  The  fruits  of  the  tropical 
and  temperate  zones — oranges,  figs,  grapes,  apples,  and  peaches 
— are  duly  distributed  and  easily  grow,  each  in  its  proper  locality, 
over  the  Delta ;  while  pecans,  the  most  valuable  of  all  nuts,  grow 
in  wild  profusion  over  the  entire  alluvial  basin. 

"  The  remarks  as  to  productiveness  are  applicable  to  every 
iu!re  not  submerged,  and  not  merely  to  chosen  spots,  as  upon  the 
uplands  adjacent  on  either  side. 

"  We  may  compute  then  that  22,920,320  acres  of  actually  pro- 
doctive  land  are  upon  this  alluvial  basin.  In  this  respect  it  is 
probably  the  largest  body  of  like  fertility  known  to  geography. 

**  The  forests  of  the  Delta  are  remarkable  for  the  largeness  of 
the  trees,  and  the  exuberance  of  foliage  and  vines. 

"The  oaks  and  the  cypress  are  the  leading  timber  trees, 
though  many  others  are  used.     The  live  oaks  in  the  southern 
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portion  are  large  and  very  abundant,  indicating  mainly  a  soil  not 
often  inandated.  Bnt  the  cypress  trees  of  vast  height  and  mag- 
nitude, and  of  unlimited  demand,  grow  best  in  the  lowest  swarops, 
and  do  greatly  redeem  and  render  equally  valuable  (as  cultivated 
land)  the  most  impracticable  portions  of  the  whole  valley.  Fifty 
thousand  feet  of  lumber,  clear  stuff,  from  an  acre  of  cypress  swamp, 
is  no  unusual  product 

*'  Freedom  from  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  forms  a  great 
feature  of  this  Delta ;  and  distinguishes  it  greatly  above  the  allu- 
vions of  the  Nile,  the  Ganges,  the  Amazon,  and  the  Orinoco. 

*'  The  annual  mean  temperature  at  New  Orleans.  Baton  Rouge, 
Natchez,  Vicksburg,  Helena,  Memphis,  and  Cairo,  shows  a  regular 
gradation  from  69°  to  60^ 

**So  inviting  is  the  temperature  of  this  Pelta,  during  the 
largest  portion  of  the  year,  from  the  northern  limit  of  the  cotton 
region,  southward ;  and  so  promptly,  uniformly,  and  abundantly 
does  the  soil  respond  to  the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  that  its  hun- 
dreds of  winding  streams  were  lined  with  settlers  before  the  war, 
even  anterior  to  any  certain  protection,  by  levees,  from  frequent 
inundation.  It  was  common  to  say  that  a  loss  of  two  crops  in 
ten,  by  overflow,  could  be  better  borne  thau  the  half  crops  pro- 
duced upon  the  uplands." 
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ON  THE  ZODIACAL  LIGHT. 

Bt  professor  STEPHEN  ALEXANDER. 

(Read  1874,  Juhb  6.) 

As  to  the  region  of  the  zodiacal  light  M.  Laplace,  speaking 
of  the  atmosphere  of  the  sun,  says:  *'The  atmosphere  at  the 
eqaator  cannot  extend  beyond  the  point  where  the  centrifugal 
force  exactly  balances  gravitation  ;  for  it  is  manifest  that  beyond 
that  limit  the  fluid  must  itself  be  dissipated.  As  respects  the 
eno,  that  limit  is  at  a  distance  from  his  centre  of  the  radius  of 
the  orbit  of  a  planet  which  would  complete  its  revolution  in  a 
time  eqoal  to  that  of  the  rotation  of  the  sun.  The  atmosphere 
of  the  sun,  therefore,  does  not  extend  even  to  the  orbit  of  Mer- 
cury; and  consequently  it  docs  not  produce  the  zodiacal  light, 
which  seems  to  extend  even  beyond  the  earth's  orbit.  Moreover, 
this  atmosphere,  whose  polar  axis  must  be  at  least  two-thirds  of 
that  of  the  equator,  is  very  far  from  having  the  lenticular  form 
which  observations  give  to. the  zodiacal  light."* 

Next,  as  to  the  origin  and  the  constitution  of  the  material  which 
giTes  us  the  zodiacal  light,  Laplace  says:  ''If  among  the  zones 
abandoned  by  the  atmosphere  of  the  sun,  there  should  be  molecules 
too  volatile  either  themselves  to  combine,  or  to  unite  with  the 
planets,  they  ought  while  continning  to  circulate  about  the  sun, 
to  present  all  the  phenomena  of  the  zodiacal  light,  without  op- 
posing a  sensible  resistance  to  the  diverse  bodies  of  the  planetary 
system,  either  because  of  the  extreme  rarity  of  those  volatile 
molecules,  or  because  their  motion  is  very  nearly  the  same  with 
that  of  the  planets  which  they  encounter. "f 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  first  of  the  two  quotations  here 
made,  estimates  as  probable  that  the  material  from  which  the 
sodiacal  light  proceeds,  itself  extends  beyond  the  earth's  orbit. 
This  is  in  fact  intimated  by  the  existence  of  what  in  German  ac- 
counts of  observations  has  been  designated  as  the  *' gegenschein,^^ 
which  is  seen  in  the  part  of  the  heavens  opposite  to  the  sun ;  the 
existence  of  which  phenomenon  is  established  by  numerous  ob- 
servations, such  especially  as  are  detailed  in  various  numbers  of 
the  "Astronomische  Nachrichten." 

Both  eastern  and  western  appearances  are  reported  as  occur- 
ring simultaneously,  by  the  late  Rev.  George  Jones,  A.M., 
Chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  Navy ;  these  phenomena  are  fully  reported 
in  vol.  Ill  of  the  Report  of  the  U.  S.  Japan  Expedition,  and  the 
extension  of  the  light  to  both  sides  of  the  heavens  is  confirmed  by 

•  S/ttteM  da  M(m4e,  Book  IV,  ohap.  X.  f  Ibid.,  Note  VII. 
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the  obseirations  of  Col.,  now  Prof.  C.  G.  Forshey,  made  while 
l^e  was  stationed  in  an  elevated  and  diy  region  of  Texas,  where, 
as  stated  bj  Prof.  Forshey  to  tho  author  of  this  paper,  the  phe- 
nomenon was  a  common  occurrence ;  the  appearance  of  the  zo- 
diacal light  in  lower  Louisiana  is  very  different. 

All  this  makes  it  more  difficult  to  admit  that  the  material  in 
question  can  be  maintained  in  position  with  the  sun  for  its  centre 
of  reference;  the  conservative  influence  of  the  great  planets  being 
not  supposable  within  the  extended  limits  of  the  solar  system ; 
though  the  satellites  of  Saturn  are  efficient  in  that  way,  main- 
taining the  position  of  the  rings  under  the  more  stringent  con- 
ditions of  a  closer  arrangement. 

Added  to  this  is  tiie  consideration  of  the  enormous  extent  which 
would  seem  to  be  required  on  both  sides  of  the  ecliptic,  to  account 
for  the  great  breadth  of  the  base  of  the  zodiacal  illumination, 
even  after  the  disappearance  of  twilight  in  the  evening,  or  before 
daylight  in  the  morning ;  all  which  seems  to  be  true  of  the  more 
dense,  and,  if  surrounding  the  sun,  also  the  more  distant  portion 
of  the  material  in  qnestion,  which  ought,  unless  uncommonly  ex- 
tensive, to  be  seen  under  a  smaller  angle  than  the  other  portions 
of  the  same ;  a  difficulty  to  which  the  hypothesis  recently  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Richard  Proctor,  F.R.A.S.,  viz.,  that  the  zodiacal 
light  is  due  to  a  closely  arranged  group  of  meteors,  would  seem 
to  be  especially  liable;  and  all  the  more  so  if,  ''assuming"  (as  he 
himself  says  "  we  are  bound  to  do")  a  considerable  degree  of 
flatness  in  the  actual  figure  of  the  zodiacal  disk,  and  more  espe- 
cially "of  its  more  distant  positions."*  And  just  that  difficulty 
still  remains ;  if  we  even  so  far  admit  Prof  Arthur  W.  Wright's 
conclusion  from  his  experiments  on  tho  polarization  of  the  Zodi- 
acal Light,  viz. :  "  that  the  light  is  reflected  from  matter  in  a  solid 
state,"... t 

Other  objections  to  the  hypothesis  which  would  make  the  ma- 
terial to  which  we  owe  the  zodiacal  light  to  be  an  appendage  of 
a  lenticular  or  other  form  referable  to  the  sun  as  its  centre,  are 
very  exhaustively  considered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  in  the  volume 
already  referred  to. 

The  hypothesis  that  the  zodiacal  light  is  due  to  reflection  from 
the  earth's  atmosphere,  is  also  discussed  and  rejected  by  him. 
Upon  this,  however,  it  will  not  be  necessary  here  to  comment ; 
as  it,  most  probably,  is  no  longer  insisted  upon  by  any  one. 

It  remains  then  to  consider,  vrith  what  modification  a  we  may 
admit  Mr.  Jones's  hypothesis:  That  the  nebulous  material  which 
gives  the  zodiacal  light,  is  a  terrestrial  appendage ;  and  also  what 
is  the  conservative  force  which  may  insure  its  preservation  of 

*  In  a  long  and  carofQllj  conRidered  "  Note  on  the  Zodiacal  Light*'  in 
the  Monthly  Notices  of  the  Royal  Astrouomical  Society,  vol.  XXXI,  No. 
1  (Nov.  11.  1870). 

t  American  Joanial.of  Science,  &o.,  Third  Series,  Vol.  VII,  No.  41. 
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form,  and  its  maintenance  in  its  revolntion  around  the  earth,  eyen 
in  dose  proximity  to  the  moon. 

Antecedent  to  all  that,  however,  will  be  found  to  be  the  ques- 
tion of  density,  and  of  mode  of  illumination,  as  well  as,  in  its 
proper  connection,  the  question  of  parallax. 

The  density  of  the  material  in  question  seems,  indeed,  to  be 
that  intimated  in  the  description  of  M.  Laplace  already  quoted, 
m.:  that  which  pertains  to  the  state  of  molecules  too  volatile 
cither  to  combine  themselves,  or  to  unite  with  the  planets.  And 
this  is  confirmed  by  the  result  of  the  spectrum-analysis ;  which 
has  led  to  no  other  reliable  conclusion  than  that  of  the  extreme 
rarity  of  this  same  material.*  The  same  rarity  is  withal  indi- 
cated by  the  transparency  of  the  material.  Of  this  Rev.  George 
Jones  says,  nnder  date  of  Dec.  30, 1854  (in  lat.  10^  46'  N.,  long. 
89**  31'  W.  of  Greenwich),  "  I  also  this  morning  gave  attention 
to  the  stars  as  seen  through  the  zodiacal  light,  and  found  even 
at  4*  30",  when  the  effulgent  light  below  the  zigzag"  (on  the 
chart)  "  is  very  strong,  that,  with  the  naked  eye,  I  could  readily 
make  out  stars  of  the  sixth  magnitude  within  the  effulgent  light, 
....  also  a  line  of  four  stars  below  19  Libra  ....  the  two 
northernmost  of  these  last  are  of  the  seventh  magnitude,  yet  I 
think  the  naked  eye  detected  them  within  this  effulgent  light; 
bnt  the  last  are  near  its  upper  edge.  All  this  shows  the  great 
transparency  of  the  substance  giving  the  zodiacal  light. "f 

The  consideration  of  these  phenomena  inclines  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  zodiacal  light  proceeds  from  particles  which  are  molecu- 
lar (at  least  in  size),  and  not  from  discrete,  though  very  small 
solids.  It  then  must  also,  largely,  be  transmitled  light;  and  so 
tije  illuminated  material  appear  brighter  in  conformity  with  the 
special  direction  in  which  the  light  is  transmitted.  Chaplain 
Jones  illustrates  this  in  part — though  he  refers  the  light  almost 
entirely  to  reflection — when  he  says:  "It  seems  to  be  quite  con- 
closiTe,  on  an  inspection  of  these  charts,  that  we  never  at  any  one 
time  see  the  whole  actual  extent  of  the  zodiacal  light.^^  This  can 
perhaps  be  elucidated  by  noticing  a  common  event — a  cloud  sil- 
vered at  one  edge  by  the  rays  of  the  declining  sun.  The  sun  may 
be  shining  on  the  bordering  quite  around  that  cloud ;  and  if  so,  it 
is  sending  off,  from  every  part  of  the  border,  an  equally  brilliant, 
silvery  light  But  our  eye  is  in  a  position  to  catch  this  reflection 
from  "only  one  portion  of  it,  and  the  rest  is  dull  to  our  vision. 
If  we  could,  with  great  rapidity,  change  our  positions,  other  por- 
tions of  the  silvered  edge  would  show  themselves,  according  to  our 
changes  of  place.  So,  also,  when  a  rainl)ow  is  presented  to  our 
eye;  the  myriads  of  drops  of  falling  water,  in  the  whole  rain- 

*  Such  was,  in  efft*ot,  the  statement  of  Prof.  Charles  A.  Toong  (as  the 
r«solt  of  hiR  «*xperit<nce  and  that  of  others),  iu  a  pergonal  ooDimanication 
with  the  anther  of  this  paper. 

t  Vol.  Ill  of  ''Reftort  of  Japan  Expedition,*'  No.  371,  at  p.  542. 
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shower,  are  Bending  off  from  each  drop  reflections  of  light  in  all 
directions,  and  the  universal  atmosphere  about  us  is  full  of  tbese 
brilliant,  variously-colored  rays;  but  only  that  portion  which  to 
us  forms  the  rainbow  arch,  can  reach  our  eye,  and  all  the  rest  is 
lost  to  our  sight." 

''So  it  is  also  with  the  zodiacal  light;  and  the  proof  that  we 
never  see  the  whole  extent  at  once,  is  manifest  in  the  following 
facts: — 

"1.  That  when  I  was  in  a  position  north  of  the  ecliptic,  the 
main  body  of  the  zodiacal  light  was  on  the  northern  side  of  that 
line. 

**  2.  When  I  was  south  of  the  ecliptic,  the  main  body  of  the 
zodiacal  light  was  on  its  southern  side. 

"  3.  When  my  position  was  near  or  on  the  ecliptic,  the  light 
was  equally  divided  by  th^  ecliptic,  or  nearly  so. 

"  4.  When,  by  the  earth's  rotation  on  its  axis,  I  was,  during 
the  night,  carried  rapidly  to  or  from  the  ecliptic,  the  change  of 
the  apex,  and  of  the  direction  of  the  boundary  lines,  was  equally 
great,  and  corresponded  to  my  change  of  place. 

''  5.  That  as  the  ecliptic  changed  its  position,  as  respects  the 
horizon,  the  entire  shape  of  the  zodiacal  light  became  changed, 
which  would  result  from  new  positions  of  the  nebulous  matter 
coming  into  position  to  give  visible  reflection;  while  portions 
lately  visible  were  no  longer  giving  us  such  a  reflection. 

"  The  first  four  of  these  results  were  not  always  uniform  ;  but 
the  exceptions  were  few,  and  were  probably  occasioned  by  the 
nebulous  rings  not  being  exactly  in  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic." — 
(Introduction  to  Mr.  Jones's  Report,  pp.  16  and  IT.) 

Mr.  Jones  in  his  §  x  adds  to  this :  "  From  the  deductions 
made  in  §  i,  it  is  apparent  that  we  cannot  expect  to  get  a  parallax 
of  this  ring ;  and  that  we  can  hope  for  only  approximations  to 
its  width." 

The  partial  illumination  on  the  side  toward  the  observer  was 
indeed  a  negative  to  parallax  in  excess ;  somewhat  as  aberration 
is  in  its  efiect  on  the  annual  parallax  of  the  stars,  though  not  in 
the  same  way. 

Mr.  Jones  might  have  added,  that  the  circumstances  which  he 
mentions  would  also  be  in  the  way  of  ascertaining  the  node  of 
the  nebulous  band,  and  must  render  questionable  any  supposed 
determination  of  that. 

The  light,  as  we  have  said,  being  from  particles  which  are 
molecular,  and  the  whole  material  from  which  the  light  comes  to 
us  remarkably  transparent,  the  light  itself  cannot  be  regarded  as 
being  a  mere  reflection  ;*  hut  the  result  of  the  more  complicated 

*  Mr.  Prootor  also  neems  inoHned  to  admft  the  possibilitj  of  a  mora 
Sotense  illamination  io  special  direotions;  thoitf^h  not  deoided  as  to  its 
caose,  wh(*n  he  sajs :  ''If  some  solar  aotinn,  for  example,  powt'rfal  Inmi- 
notity  in  oertain  definite  directions — as,  for  instance,  near  the  plane  of  the 

(22) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPKNDIX.  T 

phenomena  supposable  in  the  case  of  iransmisinan.  The  illnmi- 
oation  will  therefore  be  the  most  iotense  io  the  general  direetioa 
of  the  transmitted  beams ;  i.  e,,  in  this  case,  in  the  plane  of  the 
ecliptic,  or  else  parallel  to  that  plane;  the  appearance  being 
closely  analc^ous  to  that  which  we  see  in  the  atmosphere,  when 
the  sun  illuminates  the  partially  transparent  vapors  through  the 
rifts  in  the  clouds,  and  thus  produces  the  appearance  familiarly 
described  as  "the  sun's  drawing  water." 

The  light  being  transmitted,  other  phenomena  would  also  be 
ID  place,  among  which  are  absorption — possibly  interference,  and 
also  fluorescence ;  new  waves  of  light  being  originated  in  this  case, 
as  well  as,  perhaps,  in  that  of  the  comets,  the  spectrum-analysis  of 
whose  light  seems  to  show,  among  other  phenomena,  characterise 
tics  of  self-luminous  material. 

To  this  it  may  now  be  added  that  the  nebulous  ring  of  chap- 
lain Jones  may  well  be  regarded  as  having  not  indeed  the  lentic- 
ular form  attributed  by  older  hypotheses,  and  which  he  does  not 
claim,  nor  a  ring  like  that  of  Saturn,  nor  yet  a  ring  of  greater 
thickness,  though  partially  luminous  indeed  in  appearance,  as 
Mr.  Jones  would  have  it,  but  what  may  rather  be  termed  a  girdle, 
of  no  greai  thickness  it  mxiy  be,  but  yet  of  very  considerable 
width;  such  as  will  provide  for  the  breadth  of  the  zodiacal  light, 
and  the  extended  elliptical  spot  opposite  to  the  sun,  which  con- 
stitutes *^ gegenschein,^^  and  which  latter  would  seem  to  be  almost 
wholly  due  to  reflection.  Such  a  girdle,  moreover,  could  not 
always — perhaps  hardly  ever — ^have  all  its  breadth  enveloped  in 
the  earth's  shadow.  There  may  also  be  some  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  curvature  of  the  girdle,  on  one  side  at  least,  is  such  as 
would  be  due  to  a  portion  of  a  spheroidal  shell  such  as  has  here- 
tofore been  described  in  connection  with  other  things  connected 
with  the  exposition  of  certain  harmonies  of  the  Solar  System. 

But  the  question  at  once  becomes  a  pertinent  one.  How  can 
soch  a  girdle  escape  destruction  by  the  continued  perturbation 
of  the  moon,  acting  in  close  proximity?  The  answer  to  this 
question  may  be  found,  if  the  girdle  be  so  situated  that  its  time 
of  revolution  around  the  earth  shall  be  equal  to  the  periodic 
time  of  the  moon. 

What  is  requisite  for  the  fulfilment  of  that  condition  will  first 
be  considered,  and  then  the  phenomena  that  seem  to  be  accordant 
with  its  actual  fulfilment. 

The  middle  line  of  the  girdle  will  form  an  oval,  or  rather  con- 
sist of  two  half  ovals  somewhat  dififerent  in  curvature.  The  half 
o?al  nearest  the  moon  may  pass  between  the  moon  and  the  earth, 
as  in  Fig.  1,  or  else  outside  of  the  moon,  as  in  Fig.  2 ;  in  both 

tan's  equator — in  some  Kuoh  way  a«  liitht  is  oaoRed  to  appear  in  radial 
hmm  tlirongh  and  bttyond  the  hnads  of  oometH,  oar  power  of  tlieorizing 
from  aaoh  oonolosiona  as  have  been  dealt  with  in  thid  paper,  would  be 
limited." 
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of  which  E  represents  the  earth  and  M  the  moon.    Now  it  first 
becomes  convenient  to  ascertain  the  periodic  time  of  a  particle,  or 


Fig.  2. 


of  an  inappreciable  mass,  revolving  at  the  mean  distance  of  the 
moon ;  and  this  may  be  ascertained  by  means  of  the  formula  for 
the  periodic  time  which  we  designate  as  (T) ;  M  and  m  being  the 
masses  in  question ;  and  we  shall  have 

2,trf     * 
(T)  = 


^/M-f  m 


Then  when  m  is  insensible, 


and,  when  r  is  the  same  for  both, 

(T')       v^M  +  m 


(T) 


x/M 


;  whence 


*  Bnojolopsdia  Metropolitana,  Physical  Astronomy,  Sect.  ▼. 
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(T')-^3  +  »(T). 

Having  determined  the  periodic  times  of  a  particle,  or  of  an 
insensible  mass,  by  the  aid  of  this,  we  may  next  ascertain  the 
periodic  time  at  an  assumed  distance  E  A,  situated  as  in  Fig.  1, 
by  the  application  of  Kepler's  third  law :  let  this  be  represented 
by  (0. 

Now  let  the  attractive  forces  of  the  moon  and  the  earth,  acting 
at  A,  be  separately  computed  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  gra- 
vitation (^^iji  ^^^  then,  taking  the  difference  of  the  two  forces, 
let  the  same  be  expressed  in  terms  of  earth's  force  F,  and  let  it 

be  denoted  by  ^  P,  and  (if)  represent  the  periodic  time  due  to ''  F 
at  the  same  distance  E  A.     We  shall  have 

9 

If  (fy  thus  ascertained  is  found  to  agree  with  the  moon's  peri- 
odic time,  the  point  A  is  well  determined.  If  there  is  any  differ- 
ence, that  may  be  made  to  disappear  by  the  application  of  the 
method  of  trial  and  error.  When  A  is  situated  bejwnd  the  moon^ 
the  sum  of  the  attractive  forces  must  enter  instead  of  their  differ- 
ence ;  and  so  also  in  the  determination  of  the  point  B. 

The  positions  of  the  points  A  and  B,  on  the  hypothesis  that 
the  girdle  on  the  one  side  is  between  the  earth  and  the  moon, 
may  be  learned  from  the  following  table: — 


In  Perigee 
Moon's  distance       56.964 

Mean  Diet. 
60.273 

In  Apogee 
63.583i 

Int.  dist.  EA         48.309 
Ext.  dist.  BB         56.790 

51.116          53922^ 
60.090          63.389 

On  the  hypothesis  that  the  girdle 
Fig.  2  :— 

encompasses  the  moon,  as  in 

111  Perigee 
Dist.  Ext.                 66.426 

Mean  Dist. 
70.285 

In  Apofree 
74.144i 

The  distances  are  all  expressed  in  terms  of  the  radius  of  the 
earth's  equator. 

The  position  of  the  points  in  question  ultimately  depends  upon 
the  ratio  of  the  masses ;  so  that  the  E  A  and  E  B  of  the  girdle 
in  apogee,  perigee,  and  mean  distance,  respectively,  preserve  their 
ratios  to  the  moon's  own  distances,  and  hence  A  and  B  move 
In  ellipses  similar  to  the  moon's  own  orbit ;  the  girdle  at  those 
places  expanding  and  contracting.     The  self-acyu sting  materild 
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of  the  girdle  will  be  brought  everywhere  into  coincidence  with 
this ;  or  would  be,  if  the  approximate  coincidence  originallj  ex- 
isted. Then  the  ratios  of  E  A,  E  B,  and  even  those  of  the  moon's 
distance  from  the  centre  of  gravity  to  them  being  all  constant,  the 
angular  velocity  (inversely  as  the  square  of  the  radius  vector) 
will  also  be  determined  for  all  the  same  (and  all  the  radii  vectorei 
answering  to  the  same  ratio),  each  series  on  its  own  scale;  and 
this  involves  the  very  principle  of  the  conservation  of  areas. 

CONFIRMATORY  PHB^OBIBNA. 
Zodiacal  Light: 

(1.)  Lengthening  into  a  narrow  beam  when  the  light  is  trans- 
mitted through  the  sides  of  the  girdle,  as  at  New  Moon,  or  at  the 
Pull. 

(2.)  Appearing  bright,  but  short  and  broad  at  the  quadratures. 

(3.)  Exhibiting  a  bright  spot  or  patch  of  light  opposite  to  the 
moon  soon  after  the  full  where  the  longer  axis  of  the  oval  termi- 
nates on  that  side ;  which  bright  spot  rises  from  day  to  day,  as 
the  moon  moves  on  toward  her  last  quarter.  It  has  advanced 
toward  the  top  of  the  zodiacal  illumination  before  the  last  quarter 
comes. 

Observations  of  these  phenomena  have  as  yet  been  few ;  but 
Chaplain  Jones's  charts  seem  also  to  confirm  them. 

Postscript, — The  several  parts  of  the  girdle,  as  they  revolve 
with  the  moon,  all  describe  ellipses  similar  to  the  moon's  own 
orbit ;  but  the  outline  form  of  the  girdle  itself  (i.  e.  of  its  middle 
line),  does  not  differ  much  from  a  circle,  except  in  the  region  near 
the  moon. 

Quoting  the  preceding  table  of  dimensions,  we  have  : — 

I  In  Perigee  I  Mean  DUt.  |  In  Apogee 
56.964    I     60.273     |   63.583^ 

E  A,  Int.  dist.  of  Girdle  I    48.309    I    51.116      I    53.9221 
E  B,  Ext.  dist  of  Girdle  I    56.790    |    60.090     |    63.389 

At  P  and  Q,  where  the  moon's  attraction  is  in  the  direction 
of  a  tangent,  the  accumulation  of  material  maj  be  different  from 
that  at  places  further  around  toward  B,  but  with  the  moon's  time 
of  revolution  enforced,  the  distance  E  P  (earth's  central  attrac- 
tion fully  operative)  must  be  just  a  trifle  less  than  the  moon's 
distance. 

Consulting  the  table,  we  find  that  is  also  true  of  E  B.  The  feeble 
action  of  the  moon  will  insist  upon  a  small  deviation  outward  at 
the  sides.  But  from  P,  through  B  around  to  Q,  the  existing 
distance  of  the  moon  from  the  earth's  centre  will  be  nearly  pre- 
served.    But  then  even  that  requires  a  swelling  out  of  the  girdle 
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as  the  moon  approaches  the  apogee,  and  a  shrinking  as  she  goes 

I  from  there  to  the  perigee ; 
I  the  different  portions  A, 
B,  &c.,  each  fulfilling  all 
the  conditions  of  rotation 
in  an  ellipse  similar  (per- 
tarbation  apart)  to  the 
I  moon's  orbit. 

The  permanent  distor- 
I  tioD  of  the  girdle  bj  the 
I  moon's  action  is  analogoas 
I  to,  and  yet  different  from, 
an  enormoas  tidal  action ; 
but  with  a  tide  in  which 
the  variation  of  the  attrac- 
tive force  in  the  inverse 
ratio  of  the  square  of  the 
I  distance,  and  the  variation 
at  different  distances  of  the 
I  centrifugal  force  of  revolu- 
tion have  a  verv  great  in- 
'  fluence.  So  A,  the  place 
of  what  ought  to  be  the  flood  tide,  is  the  point  nearest  the  earth ; 
the  stringent  conditions  of  slow  time  of  revolution  and  contest 
of  forces  bringing  about  that  negative  tide-like  result 

The  girdle  form  is  not  much  troubled  with  the  objection  that 
the  earth's  shadow  ought  to  cut  it  in  two  at  the  direction  of  the 
meridian  at  midnight. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  position  of  the  point  A  is  vrUkin 
the  limit  assigned  bj  Laplace  to  the  region  where  the  moon,  in 
ancient  times,  maj  have  lost  her  atmosphere.  The  conditions  of 
revolution,  &c.  here  give  a  centrifugal  aid  to  the  material,  which 
has  to  go  too  slow  for  its  mere  place,  so  that  the  nearest  point 
is  for  mean  distance  (60.2T3  —  51.116),  t.  e.,  9.157,  or  more  than 
one-seventh  of  the  moon's  distance  within. 

M.  Laplace  has  evidently  made  use  of  the  ratio  which  would 
make  M  A  and  A  E  as  the  square  roots  of  the  masses. 

It  would  be  very  curious  certainly,  if  Saturn's  rings,  dusky  Kn^ 
bright,  are  preserved  in  place,  because  that  planet  has  so  many 
satellites  ;  and  our  nebulous  girdle  be  kept  in  place  just  because 
we  have  but  one  satellite:  but  even  that  is  so  much  more  than 
belongs  to  our  immediate  neighbors. 

The  earth  is,  indeed,  the  Saturn  of  the  minor  system  interior 
to  Jupiter,  in  which  system  the  asteroids  and  Mars  correspond  to 
TJranus  and  Neptune  of  the  major  system ;  Earth  is  the  Saturn 
(with  satellite,  girdle  and  all) ;  Venus  is  the  Jupiter,  and  Mercury 
(including  material  for  more  than  one  planet  there)  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  all  the  small  planets  on  the  greater  planetary  seal. 

(27) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Z  APPENDIX. 

Roaambkniees  «nd  Differences  of  Satam  and  the  Earth  (the 
minor  Satam). 

1.  ^Abnormal  Density ;  Earth's  too  great  for  the  region,  Satam's 
too  small.  The  former  took  its  large  density  from  eztra*eqaatorial 
parts  of  the  sun's  atmosphere ;  latter  from  material  abstracted 
from  Uranus. 

2.  Great  oblateness  in  the  nebulous  state  of  former  thne,  shown 
by  the  great  distance  of  satellites  in  both  cases. 

3.  Each  has  more  satellites  than  any  other  planet  in  the  same 
region. 

4.  Saturn's  satellites  were  formed  before  his  rings,  and  so  kept 
the  latter  in  place.  The  earth's  moon  and  the  girdle  agree  nearly 
in  their  principal  planes  and  orbit  with  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic; 
and  were,  therefore,  probably  established  be/ore  the  earth's  axis 
got  its  inclined  position. 


In  completing  my  account  of  the  zodiacal  light,  I  will  tran- 
scribe here  further  details  of  the  agreement  of  my  hypothesis 
with  observed  phenomena. 

Case  1.  The  zodiacal  light  appears  narrow  and  tapering  Just 
about  the  time  of  the  new  moon,  as  tfiough  the  aun^a  light  were 
indeed  transmitted  at  thai  time  through  the  least  curved^  and 
probably  somewhat  rarer,  sides  of  the  oval-shaped  girdle,  and 
thcU/or  a  great  part  of  the  length  of  the  oval. 

Case  2.  After  the  new  moon,  and  when  the  moon  is  approach- 
ing her  first  quarter ;  when  the  moon  has  set,  and  the  twilight 
has  disappeared,  the  zodiacal  light  does  not  extend  so  high  as  in 
the  preceding  case,  its  termination  is  broader,  and  not  so  sharply 
curved,  and  the  intensity  of  the  light,  withal,  is  not  especially 
conspicuous ;  as  though  the  sun^s  light,  in  all  its  transmission, 
passed  through  the  rather  less  dense  portion  of  the  girdle,  and 
passed  out  of  it  in  a  direction  more  across  the  same  (as  in  the 
Fig.),  and  not  so  nearly  at  a  tangent  to  it,  as  under  the  circum- 
stances indicated  in  the  preceding  case. 


Case  3.  After  the  Full  Moon,  and  when  the  moon  is  approach- 
ing her  Last  Quarter;  then  before  the  rising  of  the  moon,  and 
after  the  end  of  twilight,  a  luminons  spot  of  a  considerable  sisse^ 
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and  in  appearance  like  the  brighter  portion  of  an  aurora  boreal  is, 
occupies  a  place  in  the  zodiacal  light  which  is  quite  accurately 
opposite  to  the  moon's  place ;  and,  night  after  night,  as  the  moon 
advances,  this  luminous  spot  rises  among  the  star8,  so  as  still  to 
keep  opposite  to  the  moon  ;  as  though  the  somewhal  more  dense 
portion  of  the  further  end  of  the  oval  (as  respects  the  moon) 
were  thus  more  conspicuous  than  the  other  portions  then  in  view: 
m%d  then,  the  upper  extremity  is  broad,  and  not  so  sharply  pointed 

as  is  true  in  Case  1,  as  though 
for  the  reason  assigned  in  Case 

Case  4.  After  the  Last  Quarter 
and  before  the  New  Moon,  the  Zo- 
diacal  Light  of  the  evening  is  again 
faint,  as  it  was  before  the  First 
Quarter ;  as  though  the  illumina- 
tion were  wholly  of  thai  part  of 
the  girdle  beyond  the  region  near 
the  longer  axis. 

Case  5.  When  the  moon  is 
nearly  in  Quadrature,  it  would  seem 
that  the  Zodiacal  Light  must  appear 
short  and  bright,  if  apparent  at  all, 
after  the  twilight  of  the  evening;  or 
before  twilight  in  the  morning.  For 
then  the  sun^s  light  would  be  transmit- 
ted by  a  short  course  through  the  most 
curved,  and  probably  more  dense  por- 
tions, near  to  one  end  of  the   longer 

cuds  of  the  ovaL 

These  are  phenomena  to  which  I  invite  special  attention  in  the 
way  of  renewed  and  careful  observation. 


I  should  have  said  that  in  stating  these  five  cases  of  appear- 
ances of  the  zodiacal  light,  I  ani  contemplating  the  supposition 
that  the  girdle  encompasses  the  moon. 
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IV. 

ON  SIB  WILLIAM  HERSCHEL'S  OBSERVATIONS 

OP  THE  SATELLITES  OP  URANUS. 

Bt  B.  8.  HOLDBN. 

(Bs^D  1874,  Juki  6.) 

It  18  well  known  that  Sir  William  Hebsohbl  suspected  that 
the  planet  which  he  had  discoyered  was  accompanied  by  six 
satellites.  These  he  numbered  in  their  order  proceeding  outwards 
from  the  planet. 


I. 

Period 

6  days 

21 

II. 

8  " 

18 

III. 

10  " 

23 

IV. 

13  " 

11 

V. 

38  " 

1 

VI. 

107  " 

16 

Of  the  existence  of  satellites  II.  and  lY.  there  is  no  manner  of 
doubt,  since  they  were  steadily  observed  by  the  elder  Herschei 
from  1787,  Jan.  11,  to  1810,  May  25,  and  by  his  son  in  the  years 
1828  to  1832,  as  well  as  by  Lamont,  Struve,  Lassell,  and  New- 
comb  since  that  time,  and  all  of  these  observations  have  been 
consistent 

Satellites  I.,  III.,  Y.,  and  YL,  have  no  such  evidence  in  favor 
of  their  existence  as  the  brighter  ones  II.  and  lY. 

From  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  1815,  where  Herschei 
has  collected  all  his  observations  of  the  satellites  of  Uranus,  it 
appears  that  he  supposed  satellite  I.  to  have  been  observed  on 
four  different  occasions,  viz. : — 

January  18,  1790. 
March  27,  1794. 
February  15,  1798. 
April        17,  1801. 

Satellite  III.  was  seen  only  twice,  on  March  26  and  27,  1794, 
while  Y.  and  YI.  were  suspected  at  various  times. 

Lassell,  in  1847,  discovered  two  satellites  interior  to  Herschel's 
II.,  and  we  owe  to  him  and  to  his  assistant,  Marth,  a  good  scries 
of  observations  of  all  four  satellites.  The  periods  as  determined 
by  Lassell  are — 

Ariel       :     2*  12>' 
Umbriel :     4      3 
Titania  :     8    16 
Oberon    :  13    11 
(30) 
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It  is  eFident  that  HerschePs  II.  and  lY.  are  Lassell's  Titania 
aod  OberoQ. 

La^elPs  station  at  Malta  was  mach  better  in  regard  to  clear- 
ness of  skj  than  HerschePs  in  England,  his  instrumental  means 
were  far  saperior,  and  the  altitude  of  Uranus  was  greater  at  Malta 
in  1864  than  in  England  in  1798,  so  that  we  must  assume  that  if 
Lassell  could  not  see  HerschePs  I.,  III.,  V.,  and  VI.,  they  did  not 
exist 

Id  his  report  of  his  observations  (Memoirs  R.  A.  S.,  vol.  36) 
Lassell  says  that  he  repeatedly  scrutinized  the  vicinity  of  the 
planet  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  faint  satellites  exterior  to 
Obcron,  and  that  he  never  suspected  the  existence  of  any  such. 
Therefore,  in  the  examination  of  HerschePs  observations,  I  shall 
reject  all  those  referring  to  satellites  Y.  and  VI.,  and  for  the 
same  reason  I  shall  reject  all  those  referring  to  satellite  III. ;  in 
Aia  latter  ease  we  have  the  added  testimony  of  five  months*  ob- 
serrations  with  the  Alvan  Clark  refractor  of  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Observatory  at  Washington. 

There  remain,  then,  of  HerschePs  observations  only  those  of 
nspected  interior  satellites  which  it  will  be  profitable  to  examine. 

Before  selecting  any  of  these  observations  for  discussion  it  is 
oeeessary  to  premise  a  few  words  in  regard  to  HerschePs  method 
of  observation.  On  a  very  few  occasions  he  was  able  to  faintly 
iQaminate  the  wires  of  his  micrometer  for  a  determination  of  the 
position  of  Oberon  and  Titania,  but  all  of  his  estimations  of  the 
position  of  any  small  objects  interior  to  these  had  to  be  made  in 
a  perfectly  dark  field.  Hence  these  estimations  are  liable  to  a 
large  error  of  from  5  to  15  degrees  in  position  angle.  Owing  to 
the  glare  of  the  planet  in  the  field  of  the  telescope  Herschel  found 
that  he  could  seldom  see  Oberon  nearer  to  the  planet  than  23.6", 
while  Titania  was  usually  invisible  at  distances  less  than  18.1". 
Of  course,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  Ariel  and  Umbriel  could 
not  be  visible  at  all,  but  there  were  occasions  when  the  fine  polish 
of  his  mirror  or  the  good  state 'of  the  atmosphere  permitted  him 
to  Tiew  objects  even  as  close  as  10".  It  was  evidently  impossi- 
ble for  him  to  see  an  interior  satellite  on  two  consecutive  nights, 
ud  of  this  he  was  fully  aware. 

It  was  his  habit  to  make  his  observations  of  the  "  first"  and 
** second"  satellites  (i.  e.  of  Titania  and  Oberon),  and  to  map 
dovQ  all  small  stars  near  to  the  planet.  On  the  next  subsequent 
observing  night  he  examined  the  spot  where  the  planet  had  been, 
tad  was  thus  able  to  identify  all  small  stars  as  such.  In  his 
pHDted  observations  the  sketches  of  star  configurations  are  not 
fifen,  bat  his  remarks  in  full  are  quoted,  followed  by  an  "  identi- 
ieation,"  as  he  calls  it,  of  all  suspected  satellites.  The  patience 
iad  skill  with  which  these  identifications  are  carried  out  year 
After  year  are  traly  admirable,  and  they  give  a  real  value  to  that 
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2. 

1790,  Jan.  18 

3. 

1790,  Jan.  20 

4. 

1793,  Feb.  5 

5. 

1793,  Mar.  9 

6. 

1794,  Feb.  28 

7. 

1794,  Mar.  27 

8. 

1798,  Feb.  15 

9. 

1801,  Apr.  17 
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which,  without  them,  would  be  simply  a  ponderous  mass  of  use- 
less material. 

I  have  selected  from  his  observations  as  printed,  all  cases 
where  he  has  seen  an  object  interior  to  Titania  suflBciently  well 
to  allow  him  to  give  an  estimate  of  its  position,  excluding,  of 
course,  all  cases  where  he  has  subsequently  proved  that  such 
object  was  certainly  a  star. 

The  cases  for  examination  are — 

1.  1T87,  Feb.  10  Position  of  interior  satellite  135"* 

"following" 

"  "         250=^  5t 

"  "         205** 

"  "         66° 

it  <f 

«<  u  50  11/ 

"        189**  distance  18" 

The  elements  which  I  have  used  are  provisional  ones  derived 
by  Prof.  Newcomb  from  Lassell's  Malta  observations.  They  are 
amply  adequate  to  the  present  inquiry. 

From  these  elements  1  have  computed  the  angle  of  position 
and  distance  of  Umbriel  and  Ariel  in  each  of  the  cases  abo?e 
set  down,  and  compared  these  with  Herschel's  observations,  as 
follows : — 

1.  "1787,  Feb.  10,  8»»  67".  The  first  satellite  is  about  53' 
n.  p. ;  8'*  33™  *  *  *  *  a  supposed  third  is  about  45'  s.  f. 
In  a  little  more  than  four  hours  I  saw  the  satellites  go  on  with 
the  planet,  and  also  in  their  orbits.  *  *  *  *  No  subsequent 
observation  of  the  third  was  made." 

On  this  date  Umbriel  was  in  P==820  distant  16"  and  Ariel 
was  n.  p.  Hence  HerschePs  ''  supposed  third"  was  neither  of 
the  inner  satellites. 

2.  "  1790,  Jan.  18,  9*  32™.  Thfere  is  a  supposed  third  satel- 
lite about  two  diameters  of  the  planet  following,  extremely  faint 
and  only  seen  bv  glimpses ;  1*  6"*  after  I  could  not  perceive  it; 
a  fourth  is  about  70°  n.  p." 

"  Two  diameters"  of  the  planet  was  about  8",  and  as  Herschel 
usually  counted  his  distances  from  the  limb  of  the  planet  in  his 
estimations,  the  distance  from  the  centre  would  be  about  10". 
Umbriel  was  in  Pr=124°  23',  and  distant  13".9.  Ariel  was  in 
P==317°  10',  distant  10".96.  "  P  6»  after"  Umbriel  was  in 
P  =  118°  48',  and  distant  13".54 ;  t.  e„  nearer  to  Uranus  by 
0".4.  So  far  as  the  evidence  goes  we  may  reasonably  infer  that 
Herschel  had  a  glimpse  of  Umbriel.  In  the  PhiL  Trans,,  1798, 
p.  271,  Herschel,  in  referring  to  this  observation,  speaks  of  it  as 
very  certain,  and  supposes  that  the  satellite  might  have  been  "11 
or  12  degrees"  from  the  parallel.     The  above  identification,  it  is 
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trae,  briags  it  34^  from  the  parallel,  bat  we  most  remember  that 
in  the  first  place  the  angle  of  position  was  merely  an  estimate, 
iod  secondly,  that  "  following"  is  here  shown  by  Hersehel  him- 
m\f  to  have  been  but  a  rough  term,  not  indicating  an  augle  of 
position  of  exactly  90**. 

The  ''fourth  satellite"  of  this  night  was  proved  to  have  been 
a  star. 

3.  "U90,  Jan.  20,  12^  5»  *  *  *  *  a  third  satellite  is 
45°  n.  p.  in  a  line  with  the  planet  and  second  satellite." 

Umbriel  had  a  position  angle  of  301®,  and  was  distant  13".72; 
Ariel  was  n.  f  ;  Oberon  (the  "second  satellite")  was  in  P=324° 
08',  and  we  must  again  conclude  that  Umbriel  was  seen. 

4.  "1793,  Feb.  5,  9M8»  *  *  *  *  a  very  small  star  is 
19°  3'  8.  p.  *  *  *  *  there  is  no  subsequent  observation  of 
the  small  star." 

Umbriel  was  in  P  =  187°  19',  and  Ariel  was  n.  p.  HerschePs 
"small  star"  had  a  position  angle  of  250°  57 ^  and  hence  it  was 
Mither  Ariel  nor  Umbriel. 

5.  "1793.  March  9,  10^  35"  *  *  *  *  a  third  (satellite) 
is  about  65°  s.  p." 

Umbriel  was  n.  p.  and  Ariel  was  n.  f ,  and  hence  this  observa- 
tion refers  to  neither  of  them. 

6.  "1794,  Feb.  28,  9*43*  *  *  *  *  There  is  a  small 
sur    *    ♦     ♦     «     about  24°  n.  f " 

Both  Ariel  and  Umbriel  were  n.  p.,  and  hence  the  small  object 
was  a  star. 

1.  "  1794,  March  27.  A  supposed  third  of  this  evening  is  pre- 
ceding the  first  satellite,  but  nearer  the  planet  *  *  *  *  The 
first  satellite  was  79*^  n.  f" 

Titania  (the  "first  satellite")  was  in  P  =  10°  20',  distant 
34".43,  while  Ariel  was  in  P  =  20°  48',  and  distant  13".48, 
Umbriel  being  at  this  time  s.  f.  Hence  we  must  conclude  that 
Hersehel  saw  Ariel. 

8.  '  1798,  Feb.  15,  12*  13m  *  ♦  *  ♦  position  of  the 
apposed  fifth  satellite"  (which  was  really  Oberon)  "  84°  49'  n.  f  " 
*  *  *  *  at  "about  half  the  distance  of  the  second  satellite," 
tod  between  it  and  the  planet,  Hersehel  saw  what  "  must  have 
^  an  interior  satellite  at  its  greatest  northern  elongation." 
Oberon  was  in  P  =  14°  46',  distant  32".00;  Ariel  was  in  P  = 
213®  7',  distant  5",06,  and  therefore  invisible;  Umbriel  was  in 
P=194^  26',  distant  18''.  99,  and  therefore  in  its  most  favorable 
position.  Hersehel  says  the  interior  satellite  was  between  Oberon 
>od  the  planet,  and  if  this  is  so  he  did  not  see  Umbriel.  His 
*«coont  of  this  night's  work  (op.  cit,,  pp.  332-3  and  359)  is  con- 
^,  and  leads  to  the  suspicion  (no  more)  that  an  examination 
'^  the  originals  might  prove  his  position  of  the  interior  satellite 
180®  wrong — in  which  case  Umbriel  would  have  been  seen.  As 
it  ii  we  must  suppose  the  contrary. 
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9.  "1801,  April  17,  10**  30™.  There  is  a  third  satellite  at  a 
great  angle  soath  preceding ;  in  the  configuration  it  is  mariced 
exactly  in  opposition  to  tbo  second,  and  at  half  the  distance  of 
the  first.  *  *  *  *  the  third  by  the  configuration  was  SI** 
s.  p." 

On  the  next  night  Herschel  examined  the  place  where  the 
planet  was  on  April  1 7,  and  found  no  star  in  the  former  place  of 
the  third  satellite.  HerschePs  satellite  was  in  P=  189^,  distant 
18".  Urabriel  was  in  P  =  191^  27',  distant  21".18.  Hence 
Herschel  saw  Umbriel. 

The  above  are  all  the  cases  which  a  careful  examination  of  the 
printed  observations  suggests  for  discussion,  and  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  of  the  four  cases  where  Herschel  supposed  he  saw 
the  interior  satellites,  thrte  have  been  verified  fully,  and  a  reason- 
able suspicion  exists  that  the  fourth  may  have  been  likewise  a 
veritable  observation  of  Umbriel.  A  reference  to  the  originals 
would  probably  settle  most  of  the  doubts  which  have  arisen.  We 
may  conclude,  then,  that  the  elder  Herschel  was  the  first  observer 
of  Ariel  and  Umbriel,  as  well  as  of  Titania  and  Oberon,  bat 
that  he  was  unfortunately  prevented  from  identifying  the  inner 
satellites  because  his  telescope  could  not  show  them  on  two  succes- 
sive nights.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Sir  John  Herschel  never  caught 
a  glimpse  of  them  daring  his  examination  of  Uranus  with  the  same 
telescope  in  1828  and  1832 ;  the  extreme  difficulty  of  these  objects 
makes  us  wonder  at  the  marvellous  skill  and  patience  manifested 
by  the  elder  Herschel  in  this  difficult  research. 

It  would  be  an  interesting  and  useful  research  to  endeavor  to 
explain  HerschePs  observations  of  the  III.,  V.,  and  YI.  satel- 
lites, and  to  show  that  these  were  observations  of  small  stars. 
This  research  I  hope  to  execute  upon  the  return  of  Prof.  Watson 
and  Dr.  C.  H.  F.  Peters  from  their  respective  journeys  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  the  transit  of  Yenus.  Both  of  these  astro- 
nomers have  the  most  extended  and  minute  maps  of  all  the  small 
stars  in  the  region  where  Uranus  was  in  1787  to  1801  ;  and  a 
careful  examination  of  tracings  of  these  maps  and  of  HerscheFs 
observations  could  not  fail  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  supposed 
discovery  of  satellites  III.,  Y.,  and  YI. 

The  next  observations  of  these  objects  were  by  Lassell  and 
O.  Strnve  in  1847. 

LasselPs  observations  are  given  in  the  Mordhly  NoUces  of  the 
Royal  Asfronomiaal  Society,  vol.  viii.  p.  44.  I  have  compared 
these  with  the  theory  as  below. 
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liUielPi  posi- 

tion of 

Poiition  of  Umbriel. 

Position  of  Ariel. 

Date. 

Satellite. 

P 

A 

P 

A 

P 

A 

o 

II 

o 

II 

o 

II 

1 

1845,  Oct.      5 

324.1 

... 

(      Bet. 
t    0&90 

... 

(       Bet. 
\   0&180 

... 

2 

1847,  Sept.  14 

350. 

... 

(      Bet. 
(    0&90 

... 

345.4 

13.96 

3 

1847,  S^pt.  27 

326 

... 

... 

320.1 

10.46 

4 

1847,  Sept.  29 

336 

... 

173.3 

, 

1.3 

13.27 

5 

1847,  Oct.      1 

348 

18.44 

364.8 

19.10 

... 

... 

6 

1847.  Not.     6 

80 

10 

141.6 

15.4 

... 

... 

7 

1847,  No7.     6 

349 

11 

... 

... 

360.1 

13.89 

Hence  it  is  plain  that  Lassell  saw  Ariel  on  Sept.  14,  Sept.  27, 
tod  Not.  6,  and  possibly  on  Sept.  29.  Um  oriel  was  seen  on 
Oct  1. 

Struve's  obsenrations  are  given  in  Monthly  Notices  of  the  Royal 
Astronomical  Society ^  vol.  viii.  p.  46,  as  follows: — 


Date. 

Umbriel  (Computed). 

Umbriel  (Observed). 

1 

1847,  Nor.    1 

Ps  194.0 

=  17.8 

o                               // 

P  =  186.47    A  =.16.59 

2 1847,  Nov.  28 

203.6 

17.0 

Between  OO  and  90O 

3jJ847,Deo.    9 

218.6 

13.7 

P=  15205  V  A  =7".4,  while  Ariel 
was  b«*tween  270O  and  360O. 

4 1847,  Deo.  10 
511843.  Jan.  25 

180.1 

17.0 

P  =  169038' A  =:19".a5 

202.0 

18".0  Betw«*en  OO  and  90O 

Hence  Stnive  may  have  seen  Umbriel  Nov.  1  and  Dec.  10, 
1847. 

In  1871  observations  of  Ariel  and  Umbriel  were  made  at 
Bothkamp  with  a  telescope  of  twelve  inches  aperture  and  com- 
pared with  Marth'a  ephemeris  for  that  year.  The  positions  of 
Ariel  differ  from  their  predicted  positions  by  a  large  angle,  nearly 
180%  wliile  the  positions  of  Umbriel  agree  well.  Ariel,  how- 
e?er,  is  mocb  the  brighter  of  the  two  inner  satellites,  and  as  it 
eridently  was  not  seen  at  all,  it  becomes  probable  that  a  small 
star  was  mistaken  for  Umbriel  on  the  five  nights  of  observation. 

This  supposition  is  strengthened  when  wo  consider  that  the 
Bothkamp  observers  found  Titania  and  Oberon  diflBcult  objects, 
which  they  certainly  are  not  to  any  telescope  which  will  show 
Ariel  or  Umbriel.  Lassell  estimates  that  Oberon  and  Titania 
ve  twice  as  bright  intrinsically  as  either  of  the  inner  satellites, 
and  this  estimate  is  probably  not  too  high. 

We  may  then  fairly  claim  that  Sir  W'Uiam  Herschel  saw  all  four 
of  the  satellites  of  Uranus,  that  Lassell  discovered  independently 
10  (35) 
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and  before  any  of  his  contemporaries  the  two  faint  satellites, 
while  Strove  probably  saw  Umbriel  on  one  or  two  occasions,  and 
that  these  inner  satellites  have  not  all  been  seen  with  anj  tele- 
scopes save  the  twenty  and  forty  feet  reflectors  of  Herschel,  the 
telescopes  of  Mr.  Lassell  (two  and  four  feet  reflectors)  and  bj 
the  Clark  refractor  at  Washington. 

The  great  reflecting  telescope  of  Dr.  Henry  Draper,  and  the 
Clark  refractor  at  Chicago,  and  Mr.  Newall's  Cooke  refractor, 
have  never  been  used  npon  these  objects  so  far  as  I  know, 
although  all  three  are  undoubtedly  adequate  to  the  purpose. 
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88.  Communicates  letter  from  Dr.  B.  A.  Gould,  of  Cordoba. 

89.  Exhibits  the  spectra  of  certain  metals  and  gases. 
93.  Communicates  a  letter  from  Dr.  Jackson,  of  Boston. 

93.  Micrometric  writing  on  glass. 

94.  Communicates  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ramsey. 

M.  Tarnall. 

74.  A  general  star  catalogue. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OFTHI 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

Article  I.  The  name  of  this  Society  shall  be  The  Phi- 
losophical Society  of  Washington. 

Article  II.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, four  Yice-PrciiideDts,  a  Treasurer,  and  two  Secretaries. 

Article  III.  There  shall  be  a  General  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  officers  of  the  Society  and  nine  other  mem- 
bers. 

Article  TV.  The  officers  of  the  Society  and  the  other 
members  of  the  General  Committee  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally by  ballot;  they  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors 
are  elected,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Article  Y.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee to  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Society, 
and  to  transact  all  business. 

Article  YI.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  amended 
except  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  Jihose  present  at  an  an- 
nual meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  after  notice 
of  the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  in  writing 
at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Society  at  least  four  weeks  pre- 
viously. 
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STANDING    RULES 

FOB  THB  OOVRRITMBKT  OP  TBB 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 
•  Dbcbmbbb,  1875. 

1.  The  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  at 
8  o'clock  P.  M.  on  every  alternate  Saturday ;  the  place  of 
meeting  to  be  designated  by  the  General  Committee. 

2.  The  Annual  Meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  shall 
be  the  first  stated  meeting  in  the  month  of  November. 
When  necessary,  Special  Meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President. 

8.  Notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  meetings  shall  be 
sent  to  each  member  by  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

4.  The  Stated  Meetings,  with  the  exception  of  the  annual 
meeting,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  and  discussion 
of  scientific  subjects. 

5.  Persons  interested  in  science,  who  are  not  residents 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  be  present  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Society,  except  the  annual  meeting,  upon  invitation 
of  a  member. 

6.  Similar  invitationa»to  residents  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, not  members  of  the  Society,  must  be  submitted 
through  one  of  the  Secretaries  to  the  General  Committee 
for  approval. 

7.  Invitations  to  attend  during  three  months  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  and  participate  in  the  discussion  of 
papers,  may,  by  a  vote  of  nine  members  of  the  General 
Committee,  be  issued  to  persons  nominated  by  two  mem- 
bers. 
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8.  CommciDications  intended  for  publication  under  the 
luspices  of  the  Society  shall  be  submitted  in  writing  to 
the  General  Committee  for  approval. 

9.  New  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee, after  having  been  proposed  in  writing  by  at  least 
three  members  of  the  Society. 

10.  Each  member  shall  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer 
the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  no  member  whose  dues  are 
unpaid  shall  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  oflBcers,  or  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  Bulletin. 

11.  The  fiscal  year  terminates  with  the  31st  of  December 
of  each  year.  Members  elected  after  the  annual  meeting 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  assessment  for  that  year. 

12.  Members  who  are  absent  from  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  more  than  twelve  months  may  be  excused  from 
payment  of  the  annual  assessments,  in  which  case  their 
names  shall  be  dropped  from  the  list  of  members.  They 
can,  however,  resume  their  membership  by  giving  notice 
to  the  President  of  their  wish  to  do  so. 

13.  Elections  of  oflScers  are  to  be  held  as  follows : — 

In  each  case  nominations  shall  be  made  by  means  of  an 
informal  ballot,  the  result  of  which  shall  be  announced  by 
the  Secretary;  after  which  the  first  formal  ballot  shall  be 
taken. 

In  the  ballot  for  Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  General  Committees,  each  voter  shall  wrive  on 
one  ballot  as  many  names  as  there  are  officers  to  be  elected, 
via.,  four  on  the  first  ballot  for  Vice-Presidents,  two  on  the 
first  for  Secretaries,  and  nine  on  the  first  for  Members  of 
the  General  Committee;  and  on  each  subsequent  ballot  so 
many  names  as  there  are  persons  yet  to  be  elected ;  and 
those  persons  who  receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall 
be  declared  elected. 

If  in  any  case  the  informal  ballot  result  in  giving  a  ma- 
jority for  any  one,  it  may  be  declared  formal  by  a  majority 
Tote. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VI 


STANDING    RULES 

OF  TBI 

GENERAL  COMMITTEE 

or  TBI 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON. 
Dbcbmbbb,  1875. 

1.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  shall  hold  like  offices  in  the  General  Committee. 

2.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meet- 
ings of  the  Committee,  and  to  appoint  Sub-Committees. 

8.  The  Sab-Committees  shall  prepare  business  for  the 
General  Committee,  and  perform  sach  other  duties  as  may 
be  entrusted  to  them. 

4.  There  shall  be  two  Standing  Sub-Committees;  one  on 
Communications  for  the  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society, 
and  another  on  Publications. 

5.  The  General  Committee  shall  meet  at  half  past  seven 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  each  stated  meeting,  and  by  ad- 
journment at  other  times. 

6.  For  all  purposes  except  for  'the  amendment  of  the 
Standing  Rules  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Society,  and 
the  election  of  members,  six  members  of  the  Committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

7.  Proposals  of  new  members  may  be  read  at  any  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Committee,  but  shall  lie  over  for  at 
least  four  weeks  before  final  action,  and  the  concurrence  of 
twelve  of  the  members  shall  be  necessary  to  election. 
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8.  These  Standing  Bales,  and  those  for  the  government 
of  the  Society,  shall  only  be  modified  with  the  consent  of 
.a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  General  Committee. 


RULES 

rORTHS 

PUBLICATION  OP  THE  BULLETIN 

OFTHB 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON 

1.  The  President's  annual  address  will  be  published  in 
falL 

2.  When  directed  by  the  General  Committee,  any  com- 
munication may  be  published  in  full  in  an  appendix  to 
'Cach  volume. 

8.  Abstracts  of  papers  and  remarks  on  the  same  will  be 
published,  when  presented  to  the  Secretary  by  the  author 
in  writing  within  two  weeks  of  the  evening  of  their  deliv- 
ery, and  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Publications. 
Brief  abstracts  prepared  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  and 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Publications  may  also  be 
published. 

4*  Communications  which  have  been  published  elsewhere, 
so  as  to  be  generally  accessible,  will  appear  in  the  Bulletin 
by  title  only,  but  with  reference  to  the  place  of  publication, 
if  made  known  in  season  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

IVon.  The  attention  o/tMmhers  to  the  above  rulee  is  epeeially  requested. 
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OFFICERS 

or  THS 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 
1875,    '6. 

President,  Joseph  Henry. 

Vice-Presidents,  J.  K.  Barnes,   Wm.  B.  Taylor, 

J.  E.  Hilgard,  J.  C.  Welling. 
Treasurer,  Peter  Parker. 

Secretaries,         J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  N.  Gill. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

C.  Abbe,  N.  S.  Lincoln, 

S.  P.  Baird,  0.  M.  PoB, 

C.  E.  DuTTON,  S.  Newoomb, 

B.  B.  Elliott,  C.  A.  Sohott, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE& 

On  GoMMnNiOATioNB : 

Chairman,  J.  J.  Woodward  ; 

J.  E.  HiLQARD. 

Oh  Publications  : 

Chairman,  S.  F.  Baird; 

J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  N.  Gill,  C.  Abbe. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS 

OF  TUB 

ffilLOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

DECEMBER,   1875. 

^bient  or  removed  from  the  District  of  Colambia.  f  Deceased. 


Cleveland  Abbe 
S.  Thayer  Abert 
Asa  0.  Aldis 
Benjamin  Alvord 
*Thomas  Antisell  * 

Orville  Elias  Babcock 
Theodorus  Bailey 
Spencer  Fullerton  Baird 
Oeoroe  Bancroft 
Joseph  K.  Barnes 
Thomas  W.  Bartley 
Henry  Hobart  Bates 
Lester  A.  Beardsleb 
Stephen  Vincent  Ben£t 
Emil  Bessels 
John  Shaw  Billings 
Samuel  Clagett  Bussy 

*Hobaoe  Capron 
♦Augustus  L  Cas» 
Thomas  Lincoln  Casey 
f  Salmon  Portland  Chase 
John  White  Chickering 
Frank  Wigglesworth  Clarke 
John  Huntington  Crane  Coffin 
Elliott  Coues 
Benjamin  Faneihl  Craig 
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Robert  Cbaig 
Chables  Hsnby  Cbanb 
josiah  cubtib 
riohabd  dominicus  gutts 

William  Healey  Dall 

Chables  Henby  Davis 

^RiOHABD  J.  Dean 

Fbedebio  William  Dobb 

Henby  Habbison  Chase  Dunwoodt 

Clabenoe  Edwabd  Dutton 

f  Alexandeb  B.  Dyeb 

John  Robie  Eastman 
*Amos  Beebe  Eaton 
John  Eaton 

Ezekiel  Bbown  Elliott 
Geobqe  Henby  Elliot 
Fbedebio  Milleb  Endlioh 
Chables  Ewino 
Hugh  Ewing 

William  Febbel 
Robebt  Fletohbb 
Elisha  Foote 
fJoHN  Obay  Foster 
Edgab  Fbisby 
Edwabd  T.  Fbistoe 

Leonabd  Dunnell  Oale 
Edwabd  Mineb  Oallaudbt 
Henby  Gannett 
James  Tebry  Oabdneb 
Orove  Kabl  Oilbert 
Theodore  Nicholas  Qill 
George  Brown  Goode 
Edward  Goodfellow 
Henry  Goodfellow 
♦Edward  Oziel  Graves 
Francis  Vinton  Green 
Benjamin  Franklin  Greens 
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Asaph  Hall 

Isaiah  Hansgom 

William  Harkness 

Ferdinand  Yandevssb  Hatden 

Joseph  Henrt 

IIenrt  Wetherbee  Henshaw 

Julius  Erasmus  Hilgard 

Edward  Singleton  Holden 

Edwin  Eugene  Howell 

Henrt  W.  Howgate 

Andrew  Atkinson  Humphreys 

Henrt  Arundel  Lambe  Jackson 
^Thornton  Alexander  Jenkins 
William  Waring  Johnston 

F.  Kampf 
*Reuel  Keith 
A.  F.  A.  King 
John  Jat  Knox. 

Jonathan  Homer  Lanb 
William  Lee 
Nathan  Smith  Lincoln 
Henrt  H.  Lockwood 
Edward  P.  Lull 
Stephen  C.  Ltford 

Oscar  A.  Mack 
Garrigk  Mallery 
Archibald  Robertson  Marvinb 
Otis  Tufton  Mason 
*FiELDiNG  Bradford  Meek 
Montgomert  Cunningham  Meigs 
William  Manuel  Mew 
James  William  Milner 
Albert  J.  Mter 
William  Mters 

Simon  Nbwcomb 
Charles  Henry  Nichols 
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Walter  Lamb  Nicholson 

Oeoroe  Alexander  Otis 

Robert  Lawrence  Packard 

JouN  Qrubb  Parke 

Peter  Parker 

'•'Charles  Christopher  Parrt 

Carlisle  Patterson 

A.  C.  Pealb 

*Titian  Ramsay  Pealb 

^Benjamin  Peirce 

^Charles  Sanders  Peirce 

Orlando  Metcalfe  Poe 

David  Dixon  Porter 

John  Wesley  Powell 

Henry  Reed  Rathbone 

Robert  Ridqway 

'^'Christopher  Raymond  Perry  Rodokis 

♦John  Roduers 

Joseph  Addison  Rogers 

Benjamin  Franklin  Sands 
James  Hamilton  Saville 
♦Frederic  Adolphus  Sawyer 
fOEORGE  Christian  Schaeffer 
Samuel  Shellabarger 
Charles  Anthony  Schott 
John  Sherman 

♦William  Tecumseh  Sherman 
Aaron  Nichols  Skinner 
AiNswoRTH  Rand  Spofford 
♦John  Stearns 
Ormond  Stone 

Qeorge  Taylor 
William  Bower  Taylor 
Abner  H.  Thompson 
♦William  Calvin  Tilden 
Joseph  Meredith  Toner 
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Allen  D.  Wilson 
James  Ormond  Wilson 
Christopher  C.  Wolcott 
Joseph  Wood 
*  William  Maxwell  Wood 
Joseph  Janvier  Woodward 
John  Matnard  Woodwortb 

Henrt  Crisset  Ya&eow 
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THE   PHILOSOPHICAL   SOCIETY   OF 
WASHINGTON. 


73d  Meeting.  October  10,  1874. 

Vice-President  W.  B.  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Theodore  Gill  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  PRODROMUS  METHODI  MAMMALIUM  OF  8T0RR. 
(Publithed  infuLl  in  Appendix  V,  ofthit  Bulletin.) 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  USE  or  METRIC  \«rEIGHT8  AND  BALANCES  FOR  POSTAL 
PURPOSES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  : 

calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  fifteen  grammes,  a  weight  but 
slightly  greater  than  one-half  ounce  avoirdupois,  had  been  made 
by  statute  law  its  equivalent  for  postal  purposes. 

Dr.  B.  A.  QouiiD,  Director  of  the  Argentine  National  Ob- 
servatory at  Cordoba,  was  then  introduced,  and,  in  answer  to 
several  questions,  gave  an  account  of  the  general  condition  of 
scientific  culture  in  the  Argentine  Republic. 


74th  Meeting.  October  24,  1874. 

The  President,  Mr.  Joseph  Henry,  in  the  Chair. 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  W.  Shields,' of  the   College  of  New  Jersey,, 
Princeton,  read  a  paper 
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ON  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  SCIENCES : 

depicting  the  development  and  bounds  of  scientific  research,  and 
attempting  to  show  that  there  is  no  need  of  any  serious  differ- 
ences between  science  and  religion. 

{See  New  York  Tribune,  Nov.  6,  1S74 ;  also  a  polttme  published  by  the  author,) 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  presented  to  Dr.  Shields  for 
this  essay,  and  the  hope  expressed  that  it  would  be  widely  cir- 
culated. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Busey  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  GATHERING,  PACKING,  TRANSPORTATION,  AND  EXPOSURE 
OF  FRUITS  FOR  SALE  : 

giving  a  summary  of  an  extensive  investigation  into  the  causes 
wliich  lead  to  the  deterioration  of  the  vegetable  foods  as  com- 
monly used,  with  some  reference  to  diseases  resulting  therefrom. 


76th  Meeting;  Fourth  Annual  Meeting.         Nov.  T,  1814. 

Yice-President  J.  E.  Hilgard  in  the  Chair. 

Twenty-nine  members  present. 

Tiie  order  of  proceedings  for  the  evening  was  announced,  and 
the  following  officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year : — 

President^  Joseph  Henry. 

Vice-Presidents,  J.  K.  Barnes,  M.  C.  Meigs, 

J.  E.  Hilgard,  Wm.  B.  Taylor. 
Treasurer,  Peter  Parker. 

Secretaries^  J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  N.  Gill. 

MEMBERS  OP  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

S.  P.  Batrd,  S.  Newoomb, 

C.  E.  Dutton,  O.  M.  Poe, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  C.  A.  Schott, 

N.  S.  Lincoln,  J.  C.  Welling, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 
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The  following  members  have  been  elected  during  the  year : — 


FttEDERIC  A.   SaWYBR, 

Oklando  M.  Pob, 
Isaiah  Hanscom, 
Heney  H.  C.  Dun  woody, 
William  M.  Mew, 
Leonard  D.  Gale, 
Henry  R.  Ratubons, 
Elliott  Coues, 
fuederio  w.  dore, 
Hugh  Ewino, 
Charles  Ewing, 
James  T.  Gardner, 
John  W.  Powell, 
John  Sherman, 
Samuel  C.  Busey, 
William  Lee, 
Charles  Henry  Davis, 
George  B  Goode, 
Robert  Ridgway, 


James  W.  Milner, 
Henry  Yarrow, 
Archibald  R.  Maryine, 
Edwin  E.  Howell, 
John  M.  Woodworth, 
Ormond  Stone, 
JosiAH  Curtis, 
John  Stearns, 
Edward  O.  Graves, 
Frank  W.  Clarke, 
John  W.  Chickering, 
Henry  Garne-.t, 
Henry  W.  Henshaw, 
A.  D.  Wilson, 
A.  C.  Pealb, 
David  D.  Porter, 
Charles  Warren, 
John  Eaton, 
John  J.  Knox. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Chickering  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  correlation  OF  THE  WINDS  AND  THE  TEMPERATURES  OF 
the  SURFACE  WATERS  OF  THE  OCEAN  ALONG  THE  COAST  OF  NEW 
HAMPSHIRE. 

(abstract.) 

Dannie  the  years  1870-'74,  between  the  16th  July  and  the 
15th  August,  a  series  of  observations  has  been  made  at  Hampton 
Beach,  N.  H  ,  numberin:^  98  in  all,  and  inclndins:  temperature 
of  air  and  water,  direction  and  force  of  wind,  and  state  of  tide. 
The  extremes  of  surface  temperature  have  been  52°  and  TS®  Fahr. 

19  observations  pave  a  temperature  above  65°;  12  gave  a 
temperature  bfelow  SS"*,  of  which  11  were  durinp:  1874. 

All  the  hiprh  temperatures  were  noted  in  connection  with 
winds  from  the  sea ;  all  the  low  temperatures  with  land  winds, 
rhe  averages  for  each  year  were  as  follows : — 
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1870, 

61» 

1871, 

63° 

1872, 

61° 

1873. 

64° 

1874, 

57°  + 

1870-1874, 

60°  + 

Many  chaDges  wefe  noted,  o&  which  the  followlDg  is  a  speci- 
men:— 

July  24th,  B.  wind,  72^ 

'*     26th,     S.  W.      "     56° 
"     26th,  E.      "      66° 

One  very  rapid  change  occurred : — 

July  22d,   6  A.  M.     N.W.  wind,  64° 
"       "      12  M         S.E.        "     66° 
As  a  general  result,  these  changes  in  temperature  followed 
changes  in  wind  within  three  or  four  hours. 

A  few  exceptions  were  noted,  where  the  rise  in  temperature 
preceded  the  coming  of  the  easterly  wind  by  two  or  three  hours. 
The  most  satisfactory  theory  of  this  correlation  is — that  wiih 
a  strong  wind  off  shore,  the  warmer  surface  waters  are  driven 
off  and  replaced  by  the  colder  waters  from  beneath ;  and,  with  a 
sea-breeze,  the  process  is  reversed. 

Some  of  these  exceptions  remain  to  be  harmonized. 
Several   series  of  observations  of  temperatures  at  different 
depths  were  taken,  of  which  one  will  serve  as  a  sample : — 
July  31.     Four  miles  E.  from  Boar's  Head — 
17  fathoms,  42i° 

16       "  43' 

10       "  44i° 

6       "  47=* 

4       " .  49° 

Surface,  63° 

Mr.  DuTTON,  among  other  remarks,  suggested  that  hygrome- 
trical  observations  were  desirable,  and  might  aid  in  the  solution 
of  cooler  winds  coincident  with  warmer  water. 

Mr.  Abbe  remarked  that  he  found  the  anomalous  cases  quite 
interesting,  those,  namely,  concerning  which  Professor  Chicker- 
ing  had  stated  that  the  change  in  the  temperature  of  the  water 
was  observed  a  few  hours  before  the  change  in  the  wind  occurred. 
He  did  not  think  that  we  needed  to  have  recourse  to  any  occult 
influence  of  the  barometer,  moisture,  etc.,  but  that  probably  the 
simpler  explanation  would  be  found  in  the  fact  that  over  the  sea 
the  wind  had  actually  changed,  but  that  its  influence  had  not  yet 
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been  felt  upon  the  land  where  the  observer  was  situated.  He 
alladed  to  the  fact  that  frequently  vessels  are  seen  a  short  dis- 
tance from  land  enjoying  winds  very  different  from  those  pre- 
vailing on  shore  ;  and  further  illustrated  the  subject  by  explaining 
the  local  winds  observed  on  either  side  of  the  Great  Lakes,  shown 
on  the  Signal  Service  maps. 

The  President  spoke  of  the  desirableness  that  those  accustomed 
to  scientific  research  should  note  phenomena  around  them,  even 
at  places  resorted  to  for  recreation. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Eluott  presented 

rURTHKB  BKMABKS  ON  METRIC  WEIGHTS  AND  BALANCES  FOB  THE 
POSTAL  SEBVICE : 

Stating  that  efforts  were  making,  which  it  was  hoped  would  prove 
successful,  to  have  the  law,  which  recognized  15  grammes  as  the 
equivalent  of  the  half-ounce  avoirdupois  for  postal  purposes, 
applicable  not  merely  for  international  purposes,  but  for  all  pur- 
poses—domestic as  well  as  international. 


T7th  Meeting.  Deoembbb  5,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-three  members  and  visitors  present 
Mr.  H.  H.  Bates  read  a  paper 

ON  the  movement  of  a  t»ABTIGLE  ATTRACTED  T0WABD8  A  POINT. 

(abbtbaot.) 

In  this  paper  it  was  shown  that  the  ambiguous  conclusions 
heretofore  arrived  at,  in  the  analytical  discussion  of  the  move- 
ment of  a  particle  attracted  towards  *a  point,  involving  such 
absurdities  as  infinite  attractive  force  and  infinite  velocity,  were 
due  to  the  tacit  assumption  of  want  of  magnitude  in  the  attracted 
particle.  Said  particle,  however  niinnte,  must  be  regarded, 
relatively  to  a  simple  attracting  po;::t,  as  a  mass  or  sphere.  But 
Newton  has  shown  that  the  point  of  maximnm  attraction  in  a 
homogeneous  sphere  is  not  at  its  centre,  but  at  its  surface.  The 
law  of  attractive  force,  therefore,  changes,  when  the  attracting 
point  penetrates  the  snrface,  and,  in8tead  of  being  inversely  as 
the  square  of  the  distance,  becomes  directly  as  the  distance ;  that 
is,  a  diminishing  force,  reaching  zero  at  the  centre,  instead  of 
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infinity,  with  the  corollary  of  finite  velocity,  passing  by  con* 
tinuity  from  an  accelerated  into  a  retarded  velocity  as  the  ceutre 
of  the  particle  passes  the  attracting  point. 

Mr.  J.  J.  WooDWA&D  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  SIMILARITY  BETWEEN  THE  RED  BLOOD-GORPUSOLES  OF 
MAN  AND  THOSE  OF  CERTAIN  OTHER  MAMMALS,  ESPECIALLY  THE 
DOG ;  CONSIDERED  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  DIAGNOSIS  Of 
BLOOD-STAJN8  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES. 

(Pubh'shed  in  full  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  JaU" 
uarif,  1S76.) 

(abstbaot.) 

The  writer,  after  deprecating  the  mischievous  tendency  of  a 
recent  paper  "  On  the  value  of  high  powers  in  the  diagnosis  of 
hlocd'Stains,^^  shows  that  the  cummon  supposition  that  a  certain 
small  but  constant  difiference  exists  between  the  average  diameter 
of  the  blood-corpuscles  of  man  and  of  the  dog,  which  might 
serve  as  the  basis  of  a  distinction  in  legal  cases,  is  not  borne 
out  by  an  examination  of  the  original  papers  of  Gulliver  and 
Welcker,  whose  measurements  are  those  vulgarly  relied  upon  in 
favor  of  this  view,  and  also  that  it  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
actual  facts  of  the  case.  He  then  details  the  precautions  which 
should  be  adopted  to  secure  accuracy  in  such  measurements,  and 
gives  the  following  statement  of  the  results  of  his  own  measure- 
ments of  the  blood  of  five  men  and  five  dogs. 

Measurements  of  Human  Red  Blood- Corpuscles  from  five 
Individuals. 


No.  of 

Mian  Diambtbh. 

corpuscles 

Decimals  of 

DeclmAls 

meafeured. 

mn  English 
Inch. 

of  A 
millimetre. 

1.  Dr.  W. 

dry         .        .        . 

60 

.000304 

.00772 

2.    •*      *• 

moist     . 

49 

.000292 

.00742 

3.    "     " 

"       (H.) 

5(1 

.000300 

.00762 

4.    "      " 

"      (H.) 

60 

.000289 

.00734 

s!  Dr.  MoC 

.dry         . 

60 

.000288 

.(»07H1 

6.    "      " 

4( 

60 

.0<»0294 

.00747 

7.    "     " 

moist 

60 

.000301 

.007H6 

8*.  Mr.  W. 

dry          .         . 

60 

.000298 

.00757 

9.    **      " 

"       (H.) 

62 

.000297 

.00754 

10.  Mr.  T. 

(1 

60 

.000290 

.00737 

11.    "      « 

"      (H.) 

60 

.000292 

.Oi»742 

12.  Mr.  B. 

<1 

60 

.000290 

.00752 

13.    "      " 

1— 

"      (H.)      . 

60 

.000297 

.00754 
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Id  each  of  these  measurements  of  human  blood,  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  corpuscles  ranged  from  twelve  to  seventeen  divisions 
^f  the  eye-piece  micrometer;  that  is,  from  .00024  to  .00034  of 
^^  iuch.  Out  of  the  whole  number  measured,  six  were  as  small 
*^  ten  divisions,  and  one  as  large  as  eighteen  divisions ;  large 
f^^  small  forms  were  not  searched  for,  however.     The  size  most 


^^qaently  measured  was  fifteen  divisions,  or  .00030  of  an  inch. 

^^aminaiion  of  Bed  Blood- Corpuscles  of  the  Dog  from  Jive 
Individuals, 


No.  of 

Mean  Diaxktkr. 

corputcleB 

DcclmAls  of 

Decimals 

measured. 

an  English 
inch. 

of  a 

millimetre. 

1.  Mongrel  terrier,  dry 

50 

.000292 

.00742 

2.  Same  animal,         " 

54 

.000299 

.00759 

3.  Another  mongrel  terrier,  dry  (H.) 

50 

.000290 

.00737 

4.  Saiue  animal,  moist          .      (U.) 

50 

.000288 

.00731 

5.  Sootoh  lerrier,       "           .      (H.) 

50 

.000291 

.00739 

6.  Same  animal,        **           .      (11.) 

50 

.000289 

.00734 

7.      "        "                »*           .      (H.) 

49 

.000287 

.00729 

8.  Spltzdoi?,             dry         .      (H.) 

52 

.000285 

.0(»724 

9.  Black  and  tan,  moist       .      (H.) 

50 

.000290 

.00737 

In  each  of  these  measurements  of  dogs'  blood,  precisely  as  in 
the  case  of  those  of  human  blood,  the  great  majority  of  the  cor- 
puscles measured  from  twelve  to  seventeen  divisions  of  the  eye- 
piece micrometer  (.00024  to  .00034  of  an  inch).  Out  of  the 
whole  number  measured,  four  were  as  small  as  ten  divisions,  but 
none  larger  than  seventeen  were  encountered.  "  As  with  the 
haman  blood,  however,  large  and  small  forms  were  not  searched 
for,  bat  all  the  perfectly  formed  corpuscles  brought  into  view  by 
the  movement  of  the  stage,  were  measured  as  they  passed  under 
the  micrometer  without  .selection  until  the  required  number  was 
recorded.  The  size  most  frquently  measured  was  fifteen  divi- 
sions, or  .00030  of  an  inch,  precisely  as  in  the  case  of  human 
blood. 

It  will  be  observed  that  three  of  the  above  means  for  human 
blood,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  7,  are  a  trifle  larger  than  any  of  those  of 
dops'  blood,  and  two  of  the  latter,  Nos.  7  and  8,  are  a  trifle 
smaller  than  any  of  those  for  human  blood.  All  the  other 
means  for  the  dog  are  within  the  range  of  the  values  found  for 
hnman  blood,  and  the  majority  of  them  are  each  identical,  ^ven 
to  the  last  decimal  place,  with  some  one  of  those  found  for  man. 

The  author  has  not  made  systematic  measurements  of  the  blood 
of  other  animals  besides  the  dog,  whose  blood  could  not  be  dk- 
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tingaished  from  that  of  man,  but  he  points  ont  that  the  measare- 
ments  of  Mr.  Gnlliver  biuiBelf  warrant  the  belief  that  the  blood- 
corpuscles  of  the  rabbit  and  guiueu-pig,  among  domestic  animals, 
besides  those  of  most  of  the  monkeys  of  both  the  old  and  new 
world,  the  seal,  the  otter,  the  kangaroo,  the  cupybara,  the  wom- 
bat, and  the  porpoise,  belong  to  the  same  category.  The  paper 
contains  full  references,  to  the  literature  of  the  microscopical 
diagnosis  of  blood-stains,  and  terminates  with  the  following  para- 
graph :— 

*'  In  conclusion,  then,  if  the  microscopist,  summoned  as  a  sci- 
entific expert  to  examine  a  suspected  blood-stain,  should  succeed 
in  soaking  out  the  corpuscles  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  him  to 
recognize  them  to  be  circular  disks,  and  to  measure  them,  and 
should  he  then  find  their  diameter  comes  within  the  limits  pos- 
sible for  human  blood,  his  duty  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowl- 
edge is  clear.  He  must  of  course,  in  his  evidence,  present  the 
facts  as  actually  observed,  but  it  is  not  justifiable  for  him  to  stop 
here.  He  has  no  right  to  conclude  his  testimony  without  making 
it  clearly  understood  by  both  judge  and  jury,  that  blood  from  the 
dog  and  several  other  animals  would  give  stains  possessing  the 
same  properties,  and  that  neither  by  the  microscope  nor  by  any 
other  means  yet  known  to  science,  can  the  expert  determine  that 
a  given  stain  is  composed  of  human  blood,  and  could  not  have 
been  derived  from  any  other  source.  This  course  is  imperatively 
demanded  of  him  by  common  honesty,  without  which  scientific 
experts  become  more  dangerous  to  society  thanthe  very  criminals 
they  are  called  upon  to  convict." 


Mr.  Obmonb  Stone  read  a  paper 

ON'THE  CORRECTION  OF  A  OOMBT'S  ORBIT  : 

showing  that  some  of  the  ordinary  formulse  could  be  simplified  in 

practice. 

(^This  paper  is  published  in  full  in  the  Astronomische  NachrichUn^  No,  2023.) 

Mr.  Joseph  Hsnbt  made  a  communication 

ON  AUDITION. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Button,  Hiloabd,  Meios, 
an(\  Eastman,  chiefly  on  the  sound  produced  by  the  discharge 
of  prnns,  and  the  reprurcritation  ;  Mr.  Woodward  followinjij  with 
a  desrription  of  the  horny  fibres  of  the  human  ear,  which  vibrated 
at  different  sounds. 
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7dTH  MUTINQ.  DbO£MB£B  19,  1874. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-three  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Gabdnsb  gave  an  extended  abstract  of  a  paper, 
prepared  bj  him  for  the  Report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  the 
Territories  for  1873, 

OM  THB  USE  OF  BAILROAD  LIVELLlNaS  IN  DETBBMININQ  ELEVA- 
TIONS ON  THE  GREAT  LAKES  AND  BIVEB8  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 
AND  IN  THE  BOCKY  MOUNTAINS. 

(abstract.) 

Id  connection  witii  the  work  of  the  Geological  and  Geographi- 
cal Survey  of  the  Territories  under  Prof.  Hayden,  Mr.  Jas.  T. 
Gardner,  the  geographer  of  the  survey,  has  undertaken  to  review 
the  evidence  apon  which  rests  the  received  elevations  of  the 
principal  points  in  the  United  States.  The  results  are  published 
in  the  Report  of  Prof.  Hayden  for  1873. 

Mr.  Gardner  had  before  him  over  1200  railroad  and  canal 
profiles,  collected  in  Washington  by  different  departments  of  the 
government.  He  also  visited  the  offices  of  the  leading  railroads 
to  examine  original  notes  and  ascertain  exact  details  at  the 
tennioi  and  intersection  of  roads,  so  that  the  profiles  of  the 
different  lines  might  be  accurately  corrected. 

It  was  fouud  that  the  old  elevations  given  by  our  best  au- 
thorities had  two  leading  sources  of  error.  The  eastern  ends 
of  main  railroads  and  canals  had  never  been  properly  connected 
with  tide  gauges,  so  placed  as  to  give  the  mean  level  of  the 
ocean;  and  the  old  reports  of  railroad  and  canal  heights  had 
in  many  cases  been  superseded  by  recent  and  more  accurate 
lefeiliDgs.  Having  sifted  his  great  mass  of  data  to  retain  only 
the  most  trustworthy  of  the  lines,  and  carefully  connecting  these 
with  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  tide  gauges,  Mr.  Gardner  proceeded 
to  determine  the  elevations  of  onr  principal  railroad  centres  from 
IS  many  independent  lines  as  possible. 

At  Cleveland  there  were  three  results,  which  only  diff'ered 
•mong  themselves  one  foot;  and  the  five  separate  results  for  the 
surface  of  Lake  Erie  differ  only  2^  feet. 

The  elevations  of  Lakes  Hnron  and  Michigan  are  determined 
by  nine  wholly  or  partially  independent  lines,  which  differ  only 
four  feet.  This  agreement  of  results  places  the  elevations  of  our 
lakes  beyond  doubt. 

Lake  Erie's  mean  surface  is  573  08  feet,  and  Lakes  Michigan 
and  Huron  are  589.15  feet  above  the  sea.     In  the  same  way 
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points  along  all  great  rivers  were  located,  aad  cities  at  the  foot 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  general  result  of  the  investigation  is  to  show  that  we  did 
not  know  accurately  the  elevation  of  any  points  except  on  oar 
seaboard.  The  elevation  of  our  lakes  is  changed  by  it;  the 
fall  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri  Rivers  is  materially 
altered ;  and  the  mean  surface  of  the  continent  is  found  to  be 
higher  above  the  ocean  than  was  supposed. 

The  Saint  Louis  directrix  is  fixed  at  428.29  feet,  a  change  of 
23  feet  from  the  old  determination ;  while  Kansas  City  and  all 
the  railroads  'leading  westward  from  it  are  shown  to  have  an 
error  of  115  feet.  One  of  the  most  striking  instances  of  accuracy 
in  long  lines  of  American  railroad  levels  is  given  by  connecting 
the  New  York  Central  and  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern 
Roads  to  Chicago,  and  thence  southward  by  the  Illinois  Ceu- 
tral  and  other  roads  to  New  Orleans,  making  a  line  1800  miles 
long,  which  reaches  the  gulf  with  an  error  of  only  2^  feet. 

By  the  Iowa  railroads  and  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R.,  the  ele- 
vation of  Denver  is  deduced  from  Chicago;  and  by  the  Missouri 
roads  and  Kansas  Pacific,  the  height  of  Denver  is  gotten  from 
Saint  Louis.  These  independent  results  differ  less  than  five  feet, 
an4  the  elevation  of  Denver  is  established  at  5196.58  feet  The 
heights  of  the  principal  Rocky  Mountain  peaks  were  measured 
above  Denver ;  and  now,  that  this  point  is  fixed,  we  can  kuow 
with  certainty  the  elevations  of  our  great  monntains. 

Considerable  discussion  followed,  mainly  on  the  effect  of  local 
attractions  in  determinations  by  the  spirit-level  on  mountain 
slopes,  in  which  Messrs.  Hilgard,  Abbe,  Gardner,  and  Cutts 
participated. 

Mr.  Abbe  said  that,  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  he  would  state 
the  hypsometric  problem  as  it  presented  itself  to  him. 

We  desire  to  deduce  the  exact  figure  of  the  earth's  surface,  or 
the  position  of  each  point  of  its  surface,  relative  to  a  system  of 
co-ordinate  axes,  whose  origin  is  an  assumed  approximate  centre. 
To  this  end  we  assume  for  the  whole  earth  BessePs,  or  some 
other,  ellipsoid,  that  agrees  well  with  a  limited  known  portion, 
and  must  then  determine,  as  deviations  from  this  geometrical 
figure,  the  irregularities  of  the  actual  surface. 

If  by  levelling  operations  we  seek  to  determine  the  relative 
elevations  of  the  surface,  we  obtain  thereby  the  altitudes  not 
above  the  assume^  spheroid,  but  above  an  irregular  level  surface 
which  is  the  result  of  the  irregularities  in  the  direction  of  gravity. 
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This  level  surface  is  that  ia  which  civil  engineers  are  interested, 
bot  not  that  which  the  higher  geodesy  seeks  to  determine,  nor 
that  which  astronomers  would  use  if,  as  in  the  works  involving 
parallax,  the  exact  distance  of  a  station  were  required  from  the 
assumed  centre  of  the  earth. 

If  we  would  determine  the  altitudes  above  the  adopted  normal 
ellipsoid,  our  levellings  require  indeed  a  correction  for  **  local 
attraction  of  the  plumb  line,"  which,  as  Baeyer  has  shown 
for  Germany  (Astron,  Nach.,  No.  1993),  may  amount  to  many 
feet  in  the  case  of  our  western  plateaus. 

The  President  in  this  connection  gave  some  historical  reminis- 
cences of  early  surveys  for  the  Erie  canal. 


T9th  Meeting.  January  2,  18^5. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Eight  members  present. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  remarks 

ON  the  modern  microscope,  nobert's  lines,  and  the  attempts 
of  others  to  construct  them  ; 

followed  by  a  conversational  discussion  extending  to  the  theory 
of  vision  and  the  structure  of  the  human  retina,  in  which  Messrs. 
Tayi^or,  Skinner,  and  Woodward  participated. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  remarks 

on  the  transition  in  GERMANY,  AND  THE  SCANDINAVIAN  NA- 
TIONS  of  SWEDEN,  NORWAY,  AND  DENMARK,  FROM  THE  SILVER 
STANDARD  OF  COINAGE  AND  MONEY  OF  ACCOUNT  TO  A  GOLD 
STANDARD. 


Adjourned  Meeting.  January  9,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair 
Twenty-two  members  and  visitors  present 
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Mr.  L.  D.  Oalb  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  FAILU&E  OF  THE  WOODEN  PAVEMENTS  OF  WASHINGTON 

CITY  : 

contrasting  them  ^ith  those  of  other  cities,  and  attribating  their 
decay  in  great  part  to  the  practice  of  sprinkling  the  streets.  He 
also  described  a  contrivance  for  protecting  them,  which  he  had 
invented. 

Mr.  T.  N.  OiLL  made  a  commonication 

ON  THE  QEOORAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MAMMALS: 

and  elucidated  doubtful  points  by  reference  to  phenomena  in 
other  classes  of  vertebrates.  His  conclusions  were  that  at  re- 
mote periods  Australia,  South  America,  and  Africa  had  been 
colonized  from  a  common  source,  and  hence  might  be  grouped 
into  a  division — Eogaea — contrasted  with  another — Pleiogaea — 
containing  other  regions.  Of  these  Australia  retains  the  greater 
number  of  primitive  features,  as  illustrated  by  Paleontology; 
and  Africa  has  received  the  greatest  number  of  intrusive  ele- 
ments. 

Considerable  discussion  followed,  in  which  the  President  and 
Messrs.  Meios,  Wellinq,  and  Taylor  participated. 


80th  Meeting.  January  16,  1875. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 

Forty  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  Chair  announced  the  election  of  Dr.  A.  J'.  A.  King,  Dr.  Emil 
Bessels,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Wood  as  members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Dutton  read  a  paper 

ON  the  glacial  period  : 

giving  an  historical  account  of  the  progress  of  speculation  and 
investigation,  and  the  more  recent  theories  respecting  such  a 
period,  and  showing  the  slight  basis  on  which  they  rested,  and 
stating  some  facts  and  considerations  opposed  to  them.  He 
also  referred  to  a  recent  article  by  Mr.  Sclater  on  the  geographi- 
cal distribution  of  animals. 
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Mr.  Gill  followed,  remarkiDg  on  the  combinations  of  the 
several  fuuuas ;  and  dissenting  from  the  views  of  Mr.  Sclater, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Dutton.  Ue  likewise  discussed  the  eztension 
of  warm- water  forms  northward  in  the  preglacial  epoch,  and  the 
extension  of  cold-water  forms  southward  in  the  glacial  epoch. 

Gen.  G.  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Engineer,  by  request,  followed 
with  remarks  on  changes  in  the  interior  section  of  North 
America^  stating  that,  at  some  time  subsequent  to  the  glacial 
period,  Lake  Winnipeg  drained  to  the  south,  instead  of  the 
north,  as  at  present ;  and  that  the  northern  portion  of  this  region 
has  been  depressed. 

Mr.  Qale  made  remarks  on  the  heaps  of  bowlders,  arranged 
in  lines  across  Manhattan  Island  and  Long  Island,  passing  over 
ranges  of  hills ;  expressing  the  opinion  that  these  bowlders  must 
have  come  from  some  region  more  than  forty  miles  distant. 

Mr.  Taylor  brought  up  Croll's  theory,  that  wlien  the  eccen- 
tricity of  the  earth's  orbit  was  at  its  maximum,  a  coincidence  of 
the  aphelion  and  winter  solstice  would  greatly  increase  the  cold 
of  northern  winters,  and  thus  might  be  sufficient  to  produce  a 
glacial  period. 

Mr.  Abbe  remarked  on  the  insufficiency  of  this  to  account  for 
the  great  increase  of  cold. 

Mr.  Dall  gave  an  account  of  what  he  had  observed  of  very 
great  elevations  and  depressions,  at  different  periods,  in  the 
Aleutian  Isles  and  on  the  Yukon  in  Alaska. 


81sT  Meeting.  January  30,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  President  announced  the  election  of  Hon.  George 
Bancropt,  Dr.  Anton  ZuxMbrock,  Prof  O.  T.  Mason,  Col.  S. 
Thayer  Abert.  Col.  Garrick  Mallery,  and  Lieut.  Henry 
Jackson  as  members  of  the  Society. 
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Mr.  E.  S.  HoLDEN  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  NUMBE&  OF  WORDS  USED  IN  SPEAKING  AND  WRXTINQ. 
(  This  paper  ia  published  in  Appendix  VL  of  this  Bulletin,} 

Mr.  Gilbert  remarked  on  the  propriety  of  countiDg  only  iu- 
dependent  words,  and  excluding  mere  inflections ;  and  countiDg 
in  this  way  he  had  estimated  his  own  vocabulary  at  from  10,000 
to  14,000  such  words. 

Mr.  Parker  referred  to  the  Chinese  language,  stating  that  the 
Bible  in  that  language  required  only  3600  characters,  and  that 
1000  characters  sufficed  for  common  use. 

Mr.  Hilgard  stated  that  only  600  words  were  to  be  found  in 
Italian  operas;  and  remarked  that  Mr.  Marsh  probably  ex- 
cluded inflections,  and  estimated  only  words  which  educated 
men  would  usually  employ,  not  such  as  would  be  used  on  special 
occasions. 

Mr.  Powell  spoke  of  the  language  of  the  Utes,  as  comprising 
about  1600  roots  and  8000  words. 

Mr.  Eastman  urged  the  importance  of  classifying  words 
according  to  the  frequency  with  which  they  are  used. 

Mr.  Gill  remarked  that  30,000  did  not  seem  to  be  too  large 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  words  used  by  an  educated  man ; 
and  gave  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  technical  terms  which  a 
naturalist  must  have  at  ready  command.  A  zoologist  required 
about  26,000. 

Mr.  Knight  followed  on  the  number  of  words  in  a  technical 
work  of  his  own  on  Mechanics ;  and  Mr.  Farquhar  on  the  multi- 
plication of  words  resulting  from  grammatical  variations.  . 

Mr.  Welling  remarked  thst  the  variations  in  such  estimates 
were  wide,  and  su^'pested  that  it  was  necessary  to  consider 
separately  what  words  would,  conld,  or  might  be  used,  and  that 
the  investigation  should  be  based  on  what  had  been  done,  not  on 
what  might  be  done. 
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Mr.  J.  E.  HiLOABD  made  remarks 

ON  A  PROPOSED  REFORMATION  OF  THE  GREGORIAN  CALENDAR  : 

ID  a  Bill  receotly  introduced  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
It  proposes  to  make  the  year  commence  at  the  winter  solstice, 
April  at  the  vernal  equinox,  July  at  the  summer  solstice,  and 
October  at  the  autumnal  equinox.  Thus  the  arrangement  of 
the  civil  year  would  correspond  with  these  four  astronomical 
epochs. 

Mr.  Coffin  remarked  that  the  year  commencing  on  the  1st  of 
January,  with  months  of  different  lengths  and  an  intercalary  day 
in  February  each  fourth  year,  had  come  down  to  us  from  Julius 
Cssar.  In  the  time  of  Augustus  one  day  taken  from  some  other 
month  was  added  to  August,  in  compliment  to  the  reigning  Em- 
peror. An  important  change  was  made  in  1582,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Pope  Gregory  XIII.,  making  the  civil  year  more  nearly 
coincident  with  the  tropical  year,  and,  by  dropping  10  days  in 
October  of  that  year,  restoring  the  vernal  equinox  to  the  21st  of 
March,  its  date  in  the  year  325,  the  time  of  the  Council  of  Nice, 
whose  regulation  of  the  ecclesiastical  calendar  depended  on  that 
day.  The  inconveniences,  difficulties,  and  delays  in  effecting 
that  change  are  well  known.  It  was  not  adopted  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  American  Colonies  until  towards  the  middle  of 
the  last  century.  In  Russia  at  the  present  day  the  Old  Style, 
as  it  is  called,  is  still  retained. 

From  the  different  modes  of  reckoning  the  year  in  different 
countries  and  at  different  periods,  astronomers  adopt  the  day  as 
the  unit,  and  by  giving  the  Julian  day  of  the  commencement  of 
each  year,  whatever  its  Style^  are  able  to  determine  the  dates  of 
past  phenomena  or  chronology. 

The  alteration  proposed  not  only  changes  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  each  month,  but  involves  also  other  changes  in 
some  of  them.  The  difficulties  of  the  past  would  follow  any  new 
change,  and  the'  one  proposed  presents  too  limited  advantages  to 
compensate  for  them. 

The  true  vernal  equinox  occurs  at  present  on  the  20th  of 
March  in  Washington  time,  also  in  European  time  except  in 
each  year  preceding  a  leap  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next 
century  it  will  be  restored  to  the  21st. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30  BULLETIN  OF  THE 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elltott  spoke  of  the  desirableness  of  a  change  in 
the  calendar,  but  not  in  the  way  proposed  ;  and  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages in  having  the  months  30  and  31  days  in  length  alter- 
nately, and  putting  the  intercalary  day  at  the  end  of  the  year 
instead  of  February. 

The  simplification  of  certain  astronomical  tables  by  this  last 
change  was  referred  to  by  Mr.  Stone. 

Mr.  Pabkeb  remarked  that  in  China  lOur  new  year's  days 
occurred  within  a  few  days  of  each  other  without  serious  iucon- 
veuiences — ^those  of  Zoroaster,  the  Jews,  the  English,  and  the 
Russians. 

Mr.  Taylor  objected  to  the  change  proposed  in  the  bill  before 
Congress,  and  described  at  length  a  year  commencing  with  the 
vernal  equinox  with  months  alternately  of  31  and  30  days,  drop- 
ping one  day  at  the  end  of  each  common  year,  advocating  it 
as  a  desirable  change,  could  it  be  effected. 

Mr.  HiLQARD  read  part  of  an  article  in  the  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica  on  the  calendar,  and  of  the  British  Statute  of  1751, 
adopting  the  Gregorian  calendar  ''for  that  portion  of  Great 
Britain  called  England ;"  remarking  that  the  year  at  that  time 
in  England  commenced  on  the  25th  of  March,  and  in  Scotland 
on  a  different  day. 

He  remarked  in  substance  that  the  conclusion  generally  arrived 
at  appeared  to  be  that  the  calendar  could  be  greatly  improved — 

1st.  By  beginning  the  year  at  the  winter  solstice. 

2d.  By  having  months  alternately  of  80  and  31  days,  tlie  last 
month  having  31  days  in  leap  years,  30  days  in  common  years. 

3d  By  placing  the  intercalary  day  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in- 
stead of  the  second  month,  but  otherwise  adhering  to  the  Gre- 
gorian mode  of  intercalation. 

The  change  should  be  made,  if  made  at  all,  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  next  century.  But  no  one  undertakes  to  say  that 
the  advantages  gained  would  balance  the  inconveniences  arising' 
from  such  a  change. 
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82d  Meeting.  Febbuaby  13,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-three  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  F.  M.  Endlich  read  a  paper 

ON  THE  COLORING  AGENT  OF  GEMS  : 

giving  analyses  of  the  coloring  matter  of  a  great  variety  of  gems 
and  sub-gems,  describing  in  several  cases  the  dififereut  changes 
prodaced  by  beating  in  the  open  air  and  when  air  is  excluded, 
and  concluding  that  iron,  chrome,  and  manganese  are  the  prin- 
cipal agents  in  giving  color  to  these  minerals. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall,  on  behalf  of  Rear-Admiral  Davis,  l^resi- 
dent  of  the  Commissioa  on  the  transit  of  Yenas,  communicated 
letters 

ON  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  PARTIES  SENT  FROM  THE 
UNITED  STATES  TO  OBSERVE  THE  TRANSIT  OF  VENUS  ON  THE 
8tH  OF  DEOEMBEB,  1874. 

(▲BBTBAOT.) 

Dr.  C.  H.  F.  Peters  writes  from  Queenstown,  Otago  in  New 
Zealand,  that  he  observed  with  the  equatorial  the  first  and  second 
contacts  :  the  former  uncertain,  the  latter  with  great  precision  ; 
none  of  the  much  talked  of  phenomena  presenting  themselves  to 
his  eye.  178  photoprraphs  were  taken  in  the  interval  of  these 
contacts,  and  59  while  the  planet  was  in  the  disk.  The  sun  was 
out  almost  uninterrnptedly  during  the  first  1|  honrs.  Then 
came  clouds,  with  small  intervals  of  sunshine.  The  last  photo- 
graph was  taken  10  minutes  before  the  beginning  of  egress,  and 
from  that  time  the  sun  was  under  a  dense  clond,  so  that  the 
epress  was  lost.  With  this  exception,  the  observation  of  the 
transit  has  been  snccessfully  accomplished.  At  all  other  stations 
in  New  Zealand  observations  were  prevented  by  clouds  and  rain. 
The  American  party  escaped  disappointment  by  being  at  a 
greater  elevation  above  the  sea. 

Capt.  Charles  W.  Raymond,  U.  S  En.flrineer,  gives  a  full 
acconnt  of  his  arrangements  for  observing  the  transit  at  Camp- 
bell Town,  Tasmania.  Heavy  clouds  and  rain  prevented  observa- 
tions of  the  Ist,  2d,  and  4th  contacts.  The  3d  was  observed 
with  the  equatorial,  light  clouds  drifting  over  the  sun  and 
planet.  The  planet  «eemed  to  gradnally  assume  the  pear-shape. 
No  shooting  out  of  the  planet  towards  the  sun's  limb  at  or  near 
13 
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contact  was  observed.  Quite  a  number  of  measurements  of  dis- 
tances were  made  during  a  cessation  of  the  storm,  the  sun  appear- 
ing at  intervals  through  the  clouds.  56  full-sized  photographs 
were  taken  while  the  planet  was  on  the  disk  of  the  sun,  and  17 
with  the  Janssen  apparatus  between  the  3d  and  4th  contacts. 

Prof.  Harknbss  reports  that  at  Hobart  Town  bad  weather 
prevented  observations  of  contacts,  but  many  photographs  were 
taken. 

Mr.  Georob  Davidson,  of  the  XT.  S.  Coast  Survey,  at  Ni^ 
saki  in  Japan,  obtained  photographs  with  the  Janssen  apparatus 
to  within  10'  or  15'  of  the  actual  time  of  the  1st  contact;  then 
the  clouds  thickened,  and  when  it  brightened  again  the  planet 
was  10',  possibly  15',  on  the  limb  of  the  sun.  Measurements  of 
cusp-distances  were  made  when  the  planet  was  half  on  the  disk 
of  the  sun,  until  near  the  time  of  the  2d  contact.  The  2d  con- 
tact was  observed  with  the  equatorial,  and  by  Mr.  Tittman  with 
a  smaller  telescope,  but  through  clouds.  At  this  and  the  3d 
contact  there  were  very  slight  disturbances,  no  ligament,  no  baud 
or  black  drop,  no  distortion.  Good  micrometric  measurements 
were  made  of  the  separation  of  the  limbs  and  of  the  horizontal 
diameter  of  Venus.  The  meridian  transits  of  both  bodies  were 
observed  with  the  transit  instrument,  and  at  the  same  time  1 
micrometric  readings  were  made  by  Mr.  Tittman  with  another 
instrument  for  the  difference  of  declination  of  the  upper  limbs  of 
the  sun  and  Venus. 

Clouds  covered  the  sun  about  10'  before  and  cleared  off  5* 
after  the  3d  contact,  with  the  minute  cusps  of  the  sun  almost 
touching  and  sharply  defined ;  clouds  and  rain  followed. 

About  60  good  photographs  were  taken. 

There  was  no  part  of  the  day  when  the  sun  was  wholly  unob- 
scured,  and  the  work  was  often  interrupted  by  clouds.  Of  these 
there  were  two  strata:  the  upper  moderately  thin,  of  cirrus  and 
cirro-stratus,  and  persistent;  the  lower  heavy  and  dense,  of 
cumuli  stratus.  When  the  sun  was  seen  it  was  through  breaks 
in  this  stratum. 

At  Wladiwostok,  Professor  Hall  reports  that  the  bnildings 
were  finished  and  the  instruments  all  mounted  by  the  middle  of 
October.  The  final  adjustment  of  the  photographic  apparatus 
was  made  and  regular  practice  in  photography  was  begun  Nov. 
8th.  The  latitude  of  the  station,  +  43°  6'  35.7",  was  deter- 
mined by  the  American  method.  The  difference  in  longitude 
between  Wladiwostok  and  Nagasaki,  Japan,  was  determined 
early  in  November,  The  values  of  the  magnetic  constants  were 
observed  about  the  same  time. 

On  Dec.  9th,  everything  was  in  readiness  for  observing  the 
transit  of  Venus.     The  Ist  and  2d  contacts  of  the  planet  were 
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obserred  by  Professor  Hall  with  the  five-inch  equatorial,  and  by 
Mr.  0.  B.  Wheeler  with  the  three-inclt  equatorial.  At  the  time 
of  ci'Utacts  the  sun  was  covered  with  a  haze,  but  the  sun  and 
planet  were  remarkably  steady  and  well  defined.  The  time  of 
the  third  contact  was  observed  by  Mr.  Wlieeler  with  a  good  deal 
of  uncertainty;  and  with  the  higher  power  used  by  Prof.  Hall, 
the  uncertainty  was  so  great,  on  account  of  the  faintness  of  the 
objects,  that  he  did  not  record  any  time.  The  last  contact  was 
entirely  lost  on  account  of  clouds. 

It  had  been  found  in  the  preliminarj  practice  that  the  glass 
mirror  reflected  so  little  light  that,  even  on  clear  days,  the  lime 
of  exposure  had  to  be  increased  so  much,  in  order  to  get  dense 
photographs,  that  these  photographs  were  apt  to  be  blurred  and 
of  indistinct  outline.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  to  make  fainter 
photographs  with  sharp  edges.  On  the  day  of  transit  the  haze 
added  very  much  to  the  difiiculty  of  photographing,  and  it  was 
only  when  the  haze  lifted  and  the  sun  shone  out  brightly  that 
photographs  could  be  made.     Of  these  13  are  very  good. 

Mr.  HiLOARD  followed  with  remarks  on  the  measurement  of 
photographs  of  the  sun,  and  expressed  apprehension  that  the 
want  of  sharply  defined  outlines  would  not  allow  of  their  being 
measured  with  precision. 


83d  Meeting.  February  27,  1875. 

Vice-President  Hilqard  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-seven  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  Hilqard  read  a  paper — by  Mr.  M.  C.  Meiqs — 
ON  the  movements  oaused  in  large  ice-fields  by  expansion 

AND    contraction,    AS    ILLUSTRATIVE    OF    THE    FORMATION  OF 
anticlinal  and  synclinal  axes  in  geological  FORMATIONS. 

(  This  paper  is  puhUahed  in  Appendix  VIL  of  this  Bulletin,) 

Prof.  C.  A.  Young,  of  Dartmouth  College,  by  invitation,  gave 
an  account  of 

THE  EXPEDITION  TO  PEKIN  FOR  OBSERVING  THE  LATE  TRANSIT  Of 

VENUS, 

irader  the  direction  of  Prof.  J.  C.  Watson.     He  stated  that  on 
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the  whole  the  expedition  was  successful,  the  contacts  at  ingress 
and  egress  having  been  o'bserved,  and  a  number  of  intermediate 
measurements  made.  On  account  of  cloudiness  of  the  weather, 
Prof.  Toung  was  unable  to  make  observations  with  the  spectro- 
scope. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  read  a  communication 

ON  THE  UINTAH  MOUNTAINS, 

in  which  he  offered  an  explanation  of  the  formation  of  the  cations 
in  the  southwest. 

Prof.  E.  M.  Gallaudet, 
Com'r  Lester  A.  Beardslee^  TJ.  S.  N., 
Mr.  A.  N.  Skinnee, 
Mr.  Robert  Lawrence  Packard,  and 
Lieut.  C.  C.  WoLCOTT,  U.  S.  A., 
were  announced  as  having  been  elected  members  of  the  Society. 


84th  Meeting.  Maroh  13,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Forty  members  and  visitors  present. 

Dr.  A.  WoEiKOFF,  of  Russia,  by  request  of  the  President, 
communicated 

THE  RESULTS  OF  A  REOENT  DETERMINATION  OF  THE  ELEVATION 
OF  THE  CASPIAN  AND  ARAL  SEAS, 

by  Col.  TiLLO,  of  the  Russian  Staff  Corps. 

(abstract.) 

The  levelling  between  the  Caspian  and  Aral  Seas  was  made 
in  1874  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Tillo.  It  gave  243  feet  dif- 
ference between  the  two.  The  Caspian  is  considered  to  be  89 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  Black  Sea;  thus  the  Aral  Lake  is  L54 
feet  above  the  Black  Sea.  It  was  also  proposed  by  the  former 
secretary  of  the  Russian  Geographical  Society,  Wenioukef,  to 
run  a  line  of  levels  along  the  Bosphorus,  so  as  to  determine  the 
elevation  of  the  Black  Sea  above  that  of  Merroara. 

It  is  probable  an  expedition  will  start  this  year  to  level  the 
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conntrj  between  the  lira]  MountaiDS  and  Lake  Baikal.  It  will 
be  extremely  important  in  giving  us  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
eIe?ation  of  a  great  part  of  the  Asiatic  Continent.  Barometric 
observations  are  entirely  inadequate  for  this»  as  we  do  not  know 
the  normal  pressure  which  must  prevail  there. 

The  expedition  is  again  to  be  conducted  by  Col.  Tillo.  Besides 
the  help  afforded  by  the  Geographical  Society,  there  are  7000 
roubles  of  private  contributions  to  the  expenses  of  this  work,  and 
more  money  is  expected. 

Dr.  WoEiKOFV  also  gave  an  account  of 

UETEOROLOOIOAL  OBSERVATIONS  IN  PERU,  AND  OF  SOME  OF  THE 
METEOROLOOIOAL  CONDITIONS  IN  THAT  COUNTRY, 

and  stated,  in  reply  to  inquiries,  that  Lake  Titicaca  is  more  than 
12,000  feet  above  the  sea-level ;  that  the  changes  there  of  mean 
diurnal  temperature  were  very  small,  but  there  was  often  a  dif- 
ference of  40^  between  the  day  and  night  temperatures ;  and 
therefore  its  vicinity  was  not  suitable  for  an  astronomical  observa- 
tory. 

Mr.  Gill  remarked  that  in  Lakes  Bacal  and  Titicaca  are  seve- 
ral species  of  fish  of  peculiar  types  not  found  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Joseph  Henry  made  a  communication  on 

THE  glacial  theory, 

remarking  that  in  all  theories  on  the  subject,  attempts  were  made 
to  explain  the  abnormal  cold ;  but  the  enormous  accumulation 
of  snow  also  required  explanation.  He  presented  an  hypothesis, 
which  he  had  adopted  many  years  ago,  of  extensive  outbursts  of 
submarine  volcanoes  in  the  equatorial  regions,  sending  out  im- 
mense volumes  of  steam,  which,  carried  to  a  high  elevation  and 
flowing  northward,  would  be  precipitated  as  snow  of  an  abnor- 
mally low  temperature.  More  of  this  snow  falling  in  winter  than 
was  melted  in  summer,  the  accumulation  in  many  successive  years 
would  be  suflBcient  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  glacial  theory ; 
while  the  power  suflBcient  to  move  boulders  would  be  produced 
by  the  changes  in  this  accumulation  from  cracks  and  fissures,  and 
their  filling  up  with  water  subsequently  freezing. 

The  earth  in  that  period,  as  a  whole,  may  have  had  a  higher 
temperature  than  that  which  it  has  at  the  present  time.  This 
theory  reste  on  a  single  hypothesis— that  of  the  existence  at  the 
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time  of  submarine  volcanoes  which  supplied  the  vapor ;  the  cold 
being  due  to  that  of  the  higher  atmosphere  brought  down  by  the 
snow  from  that  region. 

He  also  remarked  on  the  great  irregularities,  which  were  pro- 
bable. Catastrophes  may  have  occurred  when  there  were  sadden 
eruptions  of  vapor,  and  great  geological  changes. 

Mr.  HiLGARD  referred  to  the  rapid  accumulation  necessary  to 
account  for  animals  overtaken  and  buried  in  the  snow.  The  ac- 
cumulation would  be  more  or  less  rapid,  and  the  time'  required 
less  or  greater,  as  the  precipitation  in  winter  exceeded  the  erapo- 
ration  in  summer. 

Mr.  Bebsels  referred  to  the  very  slow  changes  in  the  glaciers 
of  the  Arctic  regions  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Endlich  spoke  of  the  impossibility  of  determining  whether 
the  glacial  formations  were  rapid  or  slow ;  and  of  the  very  long 
time  required  for  geological  changes. 

Reference  having  been  made  to  the  elephants  and  mammoths 
found  embedded  in  frozen  earth  in  Siberia,  Mr.  Oill  remarked 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  suppose  a  warm  climate  as  neces- 
sary to  their  existence,  as  there  were  indications  that  these  ani- 
mals had  become  adapted  to  a  quite  cold  climate ;  and  instanced 
lions  and  tigers,  usually  regarded  as  tropical  animals,  as  found 
at  the  present  day  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  A  moor  River,  and 
adapted  by  a  vigorous  growth  of  hair  to  live  in  cold  regions. 

He  further  remarked  that  from  animal  remains  it  would  seem 
that  the  preglacial  period  was  warm,  and  that  there  followed  a 
diminution  of  temperature  until  a  minimum  was  reached  in  the 
glacial  period.  In  the  miocene  period  there  was  warm  water 
and  a  warm  temperature  in  the  north ;  and  there  were,  doubtless, 
gradations  while  these  mammoths  existed ;  and  finally  it  became 
too  cold  for  their  existence,  and  they  died  out.  He  concluded 
that  the  transition  from  the  niocene  to  the  glacial  period  may 
have  been  gradual. 

Mr.  Dall  remarked  that  the  mammoths  in  Alaska  must  have 
lived  through  the  glacial  period.  The  ice-cliflfe  in  that  regioft 
must  have  been  formed  in  a  period  of  intense  cold.  Glaciation 
was  not  the  same  in  different  regions  of  the  north. 

He  referred,  also,  to  the  source  of  ivory  on  the  northern  coast 
of  Siberia,  remarking  that  the  animals  may  have  been  caught  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PHILOBOPHIOAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASUINQTON.  3T 

ice,  bat  that  their  beiog  found  frozen  ap  at  the  mouth  of  a  river 
did  not  necessarily  indicate  glaciation. 

Mr.  Meigs  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  tusks  were 
foond  under  water,  and  that  the  animals  may  have  floated  down 
in  water,  instead  of  having  been  carried  by  ice. 

Mr.  Uenbt  also  made  a  second  communication 

ON  FOQ  SIGNALS  AND  ABNORMAL  CONDITIONS  07  SOUND, 

in  which  he  spoke  of  the  great  attention  which  the  Light  House 
Board  of  the  United  States  had  given  to  fog  signals,  and  men- 
tioned the  steam-whistle,  the  trumpet,  and  the  syren,  and  an 
instrument  for  estimating  the  intensity  and  penetrating  power 
of  sound,  and  the  experiments  which  had  been  made  with  them ; 
in  reference  to  recent  instances  of  several  cases  of  abnormal 
phenomena  of  sound. 

(ThU  paper  forms  part  of  the  ReporU  of  the  U.  S.  Light  House  Board.) 


85th  Meeting.  Maboh  27,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-two  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  read  a  paper  on 

OALENDAB  FORMULAS, 

explaining  more  particularly  and  illustrating,  by  examples,  the 
following  expressions : — 

k  -^m  -\-  d  —  7n  =  m;,  in  which 
ifc  =  y  +  f  +  4  —  c,  for  the  years  of  old  style, 
ifc=y+^  +  6  — 2r       "         "  new  style. 

In  these,  ky  the  year  number,  is,  in  general,  after  rejecting  the 
sevens,  the  number  of  the  day  of  the  week  for  a  common  year  of 
the  preceding  December  30,  for  a  leap  year  of  the  preceding  De- 
cember 31,  but  for  the  first  two  months  of  a  leap  year  must  be 
diminished  by  1 ;  m,  the  month  number,  is  the  day  of  the  week 
on  which  the  first  day  of  the  month  falls  in  a  common  year, 
which  opens  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  is  unchangeable ; 
i.  c,  the  number  will  be  for 
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January    1  Maj      2  September  6 

February  4  June      5  October     1 

March      4  July      0  or  7  November  4 

April        0  or  7         August  3  December  6. 

d  is  tlie  day  of  the  month  under  consideration ;  In,  the  largest 

multiple  of  7  contained  in  k'\'m-\-  d;  c,  the  hundreds  of  the 

year ;  y,  the  excess  above  the  hundreds ;  and  r,  the  remainder 

after  dividing  o  by  4. 

The  general  formula  may  be  read  thus: — 
To  the  year  number  add  the  month  number  and  the  day  of  the 
month,  and  the  excess  over  the  largest  contained  multiple  of*l\» 
the  number  of  the  day  of  the  week. 

For  years  B.  C,  subtract  the  given  year  less  one  from  2800, 
or  some  multiple  of  2800,  and  use  the  above  expression  ofkfw 
either  old  or  new  style. 

Mr.  Fbisby  and  Mr.  Gill  referred  to  instances  where  dates 
were  given  both  in  the  old  and  new  styles,  the  latter  stating 
that  this  was  usually  done  in  the  publications  of  Russian  scien- 
tific societies. 

Mr.  ScHOTT  called  attention  to  the  difference  of  a  day  in 
American  and  Russian  dates  in  Alaska,  the  latter  being  in 
advance,  the  American  Sunday  corresponding  to  the  Russian 
Monday. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Taylob  gave  an  account  of 

A  OALENDAB  PB0P08ED  BT  A  PBBSIAN  A8TB0N0MEB  IN  1079. 
(AB8TBA0T.) 

There  is  one  calendar  scheme  not  included,  I  believe,  in  Mr. 
Elliot's  formulae,  which  appears  to  me  of  sufficient  interest  to 
deserve  a  notice.  More  than  five  hundred  years  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  calendar  of  Gregory,  a  Persian  astronomer,  Omar 
Cheyam,  one  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the  Sultan  of  Kho- 
rassan  to  reform  the  calendar,  proposed  (A.  D.  1079)  a  very 
simple  modification  of  the  Roman  or  Julian  system,  by  postpon- 
ing for  one  year,  every  eighth  Julian  leap  year,  givinj?  the  con- 
tinuous succession  of  seven  quudrennial  periods,  followed  by  one 
quinquennial  period.  That  is  to  say,  the  leap  year  which  by  the 
Julian  calendar  should  take  place  on  every  32d  year  was  uni- 
formly carried  forward  so  as  to  fall  on  every  33d  ye«r.  This 
delay  by  one  year  would  in  four  such  periods,  or  in  132  years, 
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prodoce  a  retardation  of  leap  year  by  one  complete  Julian  cycle, 
eqaifalent  to  a  sapprcssion  of  one  intercalary  daj  every  132 
years;  in  which  period  there  would  be  by  the  calendar  of  Julius 
Cesar  33  leap  years,  and  by  the  calendar  of  Omar  Cheyara  only 
32  leap  years.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  this  calendar  was 
sctoally  adopted  by  the  Persian  Sultan,  but  cannot  speak  with 
tonfideuce  about  it. 

The  Julian  year  of  365  days  and  6  hours  gains  over  the  tropi- 
cal or  equinoctial  year  of  365  days,  5  hours,  48  minutes,  and  49 
seconds,  an  excess  of  one  day  in  about  129  years,  and  the  beauti- 
ful simplicity  of  Omar  Cheyam's  plan  depends  on  the  circuro- 
staoce  of  the  number  128  being  happily  divisible  twice  by  4.  And 
tbos,  while  the  error  of  our  present  calendar  (the  Gregorian),  with 
its  inconveniently  long  cycle  of  400  years,  runs  out  into  an  excess 
of  one  day  in  3756  years,  the  error  of  Omar's  calendar,  with  its 
short  cycle  of  33  years,  amounts  to  an  excess  of  one  day  only  in 
5252  years.  That  is,  it  has  a  clear  range  of  52  centuries  against 
the  37  centuries  of  our  Christian  calendar.  And  by  reason  of  the 
shortness  of  the  cycle,  its  evagation  or  intermediate  range  of 
departure  from  the  true  equinoctial  points  is  also,  of  course,  very 
much  less. 

On  the  whole,  I  must  confess  a  great  admiration  for  this  ex- 
tremely simple  adjustment,  and  a  decided  preference  of  it  to  the 
sjstero  in  common  use,  even  when  made  still  more  accurate  by 
the  suggestion  of  Delambre,  that  one  of  the  Gregorian  leap  year 
days  should  be  omitted  on  every  millennium  divisible  by  4000. 
Even  this  third  approximation,  with  its  cumbrous  cycle,  would 
still  leave  an  error  of  a  deficiency  of  one  day  in  216,000  years. 

The  only  consideration  that  occurs  to  me  as  likely  to  be  suggested 
in  favor  of  the  adopted  calendar,  is  its  mnemonic  guide  to  the  leap 
year  by  means  of  the  familiar  divisor  4.  This  is  a  point  which, 
of  course,  would  have  a  very  different  value  with  different  minds. 
To  the  Jew  or  the  Mohammedan,  employing  a  different  chrono- 
logical epoch,  no  such  advantage  is  presented.  If  this  mnemonic 
have,  however,  any  real  importance,  it  could  be  equally  well 
secured  by  simply  omitting  one  leap  year  every  128  years.  Nor 
would  this  period  be  practically  any  more  arbitrary  than  the  400 
year  cycle;  as  is  well  illustrated  by  the  general  popular  confusion 
which  took  place  in  the  year  1800,  when  very  few  persons  were 
able  to  say  whether  it  was  a  leap  year  or  not.  The  error  of  this 
scheme  would  be  a  deficiency  of  one  day  in  18,776  years. 

The  President  communicated  two  letters  from  Mr.  A.  C.  Ross, 
of  Zanesville,  Ohio, 

<MI  LATEin*  IMPRESSIONS  ON  POLISHED  GLASS  PLATES  PRODUCED  BY 
HEATING  THE  PLATES  IN  CLOSE  CONNECTION  WITH  ENGRAVED 
METALLIC  PLATES ; 
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the  impression  becoming  visible  whea  breathed  upon.  Silfer 
appears  to  produce  the  best  impressions,  nickel  the  next,  copper 
the  least.  No  other  metals  appear  to  have  been  tried.  The  un- 
pressions  were  generally  positive,  bat  a  few  cases  of  negative 
impressions  are  described. 

Mr.  Henry  referred  to  similar  experiments  made  by  Mosher 
many  years  ago. 

Mr.  Henbt  made  a  commnnication 

ON    ELECTRICITT    ENOENDEBED    BY    THE    DRIVINO    BELT   07  THS 
MACHINERY  FOR  VENTILATINO  THE  CAPITOL  AT  WASHINGTON, 

referring  particularly  to  leather  belts,  and  ascribing  the  electricity 
to  compression  and  tension,  instead  of  friction.  Large  quantity 
of  electricity,  with  small  intensity,  is  produced.  Protection 
against  fire  from  it  in  cotton  factories  was  effected  by  interposing 
screens  of  glass.  At  the  Capitol,  in  Washington,  the  electricity 
was  utilized  for  medical  purposes  by  arranging  points  and  con- 
ductors, so  as  to  collect  it,  and  had  been  effectively  applied  in 
cases  of  nervous  diseases.  He  found  the  electricity  produced  by 
the  belt  was  negative. 

He  also  made  remarks  on  the  method  of  lighting  gas  burners, 
by  what  was  by  some  considered  the  electricity  of  the  body,  but 
which  was  simply  the  result  of  the  friction  of  the  shoes  on  the 
carpet.  The  phenomenon  had  become  more  common  since  the 
introduction  of  heated  air  from  furnaces  into  our  dwellings. 

Mr.  Parker  referred  to  several  cases  where  sufferers  bad 
obtained  great  relief  from  the  application  of  electricity  at  the 
Capitol. 


86th  Meeting.  April  10,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  President  announced  the  election  of  Dr.  Robert  Fletcher, 
Lieut.  Francis  V.  Greene,  U.  S.  Eng'rs,  Prof.  Alma  H.  Thomp- 
son, and  Hon.  Samuel  Shellabarokr  as  members  of  the  Society. 
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Mr.  J.  E.  HiLQARD  gave  a  detailed 

ACCOUNT  OF  PROO&XSS  OP  THE  INTERNATIONAL  METBIOAL  OOM- 
lilSSION, 

of  which  he  is  a  member. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  read  a  brief 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OP  BLOOD- 
STAINS, 

by  Dr.  Jos.  G.  Richardson,  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  April,  1876,  p.  575,  aud 
said  that  he  bad  requested  permission  to  read  this  note,  because 
in  his  paper  "  On  the  similarity  between  the  red  blood  corpuscles 
of  man  and  those  of  certain  other  mammals,  especially  the  dog,'^ 
etc,  read  before  the  Society  a  few  months  since,  he  had  criticized 
a  preTioas  paper  by  Dr.  Richardson  (see  American  Journal  of 
the  Medical  Sciences,  July,  1874,  p.  102),  and  that  gentleman 
was  very  anxious  that  his  defence  should  also  be  heard  by  the 
Society. 

It  would  be  noticed  that  in  the  explanatory  note  just  read, 
the  facts  on  which  Dr.  Woodward's  criticism  was  based  were 
Biibstantially  conceded,  and  Dr.  Richardson's  defence  hinges  en- 
tirely on  the  notion  that  it  was  his  duty  not  to  state  these  facts. 
This  question  had  been  so  fully  discussed  in  Dr.  Woodward's 
former  paper,  however,  that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say 
ftoything  further  on  the  subject  at  present,  except  that  his  views 
as  then  expressed  are  not  modified  by  Dr.  Richardson's  note. 

Mr.  S.  Newcomb,  in  a  communication 

on  THE  TRANSIT  OF  VENUS, 

gave  a  summary  of  the  results  obtained  by  the  different  parties, 
80  far  as  tbe  reports  have  come  to  hand. 

A  memoir  of  Mr.  Robert  Ridgway,  entitled 

OUTLINES  OF  A  NATURAL  ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  FALCONIDJB, 

Was  read  and  commented  upon  by  Mr.  Oill 

{Thit  hoB  been  published  in  the  Bulletin  of  the   U.  S.  Geogrttphical  and 
Geological  Survey  of  the  Territories,     Sooond  Series.) 
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8 Tth  Mbbting.  April  24, 1815. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  commanication 

ON  AVFSOTED  QUANTITIES  OF  THE  FIRST  ORDER. 

Mr.  A.  B»  Spofford  read  a  paper 

ON  PROPOSED  REFORMS  IN  SPELLINQ  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAQB. 

Dr.  Asa  Gray,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  made  remarks  on  the 
genns  Torreya,  discovered  by  Mr.  Crow  near  the  Chatahoochee, 
bat  found  more  abundantly  near  Cedar  Bluflf,  on  the  Appalacbi- 
cola  River,  and  only  in  these  localities.  A  species  of  Croonia  is 
associated  with  it.  Another  Torreya  is  found  in  Japan,  and  an- 
other Croonia  is  associated  with  it. 

He  also  referred  to  several  genera  common  and  peculiar  to  the 
eastern  part  of  America  and  to  Japan,  some  of  which  are  also 
found  in  California. 

Mr.  Gill  mentioned  several  species  of  fishes  and  mollasks 
common  to  America,  Japan,  and  China,  and  referred  to  the  dif- 
ference between  the  fauna  of  the  Pacific  slope  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains and  that  of  the  eastern  part  of  North  America. 

Remarks  were  also  made  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott,  Mr.  Dutton, 
and  Mr.  Alvord. 


88th  Meeting.  Mat  8,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-seven  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  gave  an  account  of  experiments  on 
iron  faoing  copper  plates, 
at  the  office  of  the  TJ.  S.  Coast  Survey. 
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Two  important  resalts  were  obtained  from  these  experiments  ; 
the  face  of  the  plate  was  rendered  very  mach  harder  than  the 
copper-plate,  permitting  ten  times  the  number  of  impressions  to 
be  taken  from  it ;  and  second,  the  plate  was  rendered,  by  the 
"iroD-facing"  process,  permanently  magnetic,  having  a  polarity 
Dorth  and  soath  in  the  vertical  direction  of  the  plate  when  the 
deposit  was  made. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Dutton  and  E.  B.  Elliott, 
and  by  Mr.  Henrt  on  the  magnetic  condition  of  these  plates. 

Mr.  Button  made  some  observations  on 

THE  CAUSES  OF  GLACIAL  CLIMATE, 

reviewing  the  various  theories,  geographical  and  astronomical, 
on  the  subject;  rejecting,  after  analysis,  Mr.  Croll's  astronomical 
theory  as  inadequate  to  account  for  the  observed  facts ;  and  pre- 
fering  Sir  Charles  Lyell's  geographical  theory  based  on  the 
distribution  of  land  and  water,  as  meeting  the  demands  of  the 
question  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  Taylor,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dutton,  thought  that  Mr.  Croll's 
"astronomical"  theory  had  not  been  fully  presented.  That 
theory  did  not  assume  any  diminution  of  solar  heat  upon  the 
northern  hemisphere  when  its  winter  solstice  occurred  at  aphe- 
lion during  the  period  of  maximum  eccentricity,  but  merely  a 
ehange  of  distribution  of  the  same  annual  amount  of  radiation 
received,  between  a  prolonged  winter  of  increased  severity,  and 
a  Bhortened  summer  of  proportionally  increased  severity. 

The  great  variety  of  physical  results  flowing  from  a  slight 
annual  accumnlation  of  snow  in  one  hemisphere,  continuing  for 
many  thousands  of  years,  producing  an  ice  cap  many  thousands 
of  feet  thick  at  the  pole,  and  extending  probably  half-way  to  the 
equator,  displacing  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  earth  several  hun- 
dreds of  feet  northward,  occasioning  a  corresponding  overflow  of 
the  Northern  Ocean,  or  an  apparent  submergence  of  considerable 
portions  of  the  northern  continents,  affecting  the  relative  force  of 
the  northern  and  southern  trade- winds  and  a  southward  pressure 
of  the  thermal  equator,  a  similar  change  in  the  ocean  currents, 
etc.,  all  accord  well  with  the  observed  conditions  of  the  glacial 
epoch,  while  they  all  serve  to  re-enforce  and  intensify  the  aggre- 
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gate  effect  This  astronomical  fact  presents  at  least  a  vera  causa^ 
which  unquestionably  mast  produce  some  secular  change  of  cli- 
mate. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  "  geographical"  theory  so  ably  urged 
by  Ltell  is  essentially  speculative.  We  know  indeed  that  great 
and  repeated  changes  of  elevation  have  occurred  in  the  laud,  bat 
that  they  have  occurred  in  the  directions  required  by  the  theory 
is  pure  assumption.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  no 
considerable  change  in  the  positions  of  the  continents  has  taken 
place  since  the  commencement  of  the  glacial  epoch. 

Years  before  Mr.  Ckoll  advanced  his  theory,  there  was  a  grow- 
ing opiuion  among  several  leading  geologists,  such  as  Cumminq, 
Goodwin,  Austen,  Ramsat,  Paqe,  and  others,  that  we  had  iudi- 
cations  of  colder  periods  of  long  continuance,  in  the  Mesosoic  and 
Palaeozoic  ages ;  notably  in  the  Cretaceous,  i^id  in  the  Permian, 
the  Devonian,  and  even  in  the  remote  Cambrian  formations. 
Such  recurrences  of  what  may  be  called  glacial  epochs,  would  of 
themselves  seem  to  point  rather  to  cosmical,  than  to  local  or  geo- 
graphical causes.  Any  considerable  change  in  the  latitude  dis- 
tribution of  land  and  water  would,  of  course,  have  its  effect  on 
the  general  local  climate ;  but  from  the  above  point  of  view, 
would  have  to  be  regarded  rather  as  a  perturbing,  than  as  an 
originating  influence. 

Mr.  Powell  continued  the  discussion,  objecting  to  Croll's 
theory,  that  it  unfortunately  gave  fixed  dates,  or  determinate 
periods,  which  were  really  as  inadequate  (in  the  view  of  practical 
geologists)  for  the  work  accomplished  and  the  changes  effected,  as 
was  the  earlier  Mosaic  chronology.  Mr.  P.  then  gave  an  account 
of  his  observations  on  the  character  and  extent  of  the  erosion  ex- 
hibited in  our  western  river  beds,  and  on  the  various  distributions 
of  gravels,  as  furnishing  irresistible  evidence  of  the  requirement 
of  far  longer  periods  of  time  than  had  ordinarily  been  assigned 
for  the  formation  of  such  conglomerates. 
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B9th  Mexting.  Mat  22,  1875. 

Yice-PreBident  Hilgard  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
The  discussion  of  the 

causes  or  THE  GLACIAL  PERIOD 

was  continued  from  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  gave  a  description  of  the  various  gravels 
found  in  the  geological  formations  of  our  northwestern  valleys. 
These  consisted  of  shore  graveh  on  sea  beds  and  on  lake  shores ; 
ice  gravels,  deposited  by  floating  ice  and  by  morains ;  sub-aerial 
gravels  formed  by  living  streams ;  desert  gravels  and  residuary 
gravels;  pre-quartemary  gravels,  consisting  of  shore  gravels, 
floatJDg  ice  gravels,  sub-aerial  gravels  niodified,  and,  perhaps, 
moral nal  gravels  modified.  Without  committing  himself  to 
either  the  astronomical  or  geographical  theory  concerning  the 
origin  of  these,  he  argued  that  when  we  separate  that  which  is 
due  to  glaciation  from  that  which  is  due  to  other  causes,  the 
problem  becomes  greatly  simplified,  and  there  was  not  required 
that  great  change  in  the  meteorological  condition  of  the  earth 
which  some  have  supposed. 

Mr.  DuTTON  replied  to  certain  points  made  by  Mr.  Taylor 
at  the  previous  meeting  in  favor  of  Mr.  Croll's  theory,  and 
argued  its  rejection  on  the  ground  of  insufficiency.  The  changes 
in  amount  and  distribution  of  solar  radiation  dependent  upon  the 
eccentricity  of  the  earth's  orbit  seemed  altogether  too  small  for  the 
very  large  conclusions  that  had  been  drawn  from  them.  He  had 
always  supposed  that  the  thermal  equator,  instead  of  being  shifted 
by  the  eccentricity  of  the  earth's  orbit,  was  dependent  upon  the  re- 
lative distribution  of  land  and  water  upon  the  earth's  surface.  He 
passed  in  review  several  points  in  the  astronomical  theory,  and 
concluded  with  saying  that  the  attempt  to  fix  definite  limits  of 
time  within  which  glacial  action  has  taken  place  must  always  be 
futile,  as  the  idea  of  indefinite  duration  of  time  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  changes  was  thrust  upon  the  geologist  with  a 
force  he  could  not  resist. 
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Mr.  B.  F.  Cbaiq,  referring  to  the  assumption  that  the  ezisU 
ence  of  large  tracts  of  land  near  the  equator  had  a  decisive  effect 
in  increasing  the  general  warmth  of  the  atmosphere,  said  that 
air  may  rise  to  120^  Fah.  o?er  drj  and  barren  land,  and  does 
not  rise  much  over  80^  on  the  ocean,  but  a  cubic  yard  of  air 
heated  from  40^  to  80^  by  contact  with  warm  water  takes  up  as 
much  as  (50)  fifty  heat-units  (English),  of  which  tbirtj-two  be- 
long to  the  water  vaporized.  When  the  air  is  again  cooled  to  40^ 
the  vapor  is  condensed,  and  the  whole  fifty  units  are  given  off. 

A  cubic  yard  heated  from  40^  to  120^  over  a  dry  surface  takes 
up  only  thirty-four  units,  notwithstanding  the  higher  temperature 
attained. 

A  cubic  yard  of  water  heated  to  40^  takes  up  (67,000)  sixty- 
seven  thousand  units. 

The  deposition  of  moisture  from  air  is  a  more  important  means 
in  the  distribution  of  heat  than  the  convection  by  the  air  pro- 
per ;  and  the  supposed  existence  of  large  tracts  of  land  about  the 
equator  will  bo  far  from  conveying  the  effect  which  Mr.  Ltell 
and  others  have  supposed,  in  giving  us  a  warmer  climate.  The 
conditions,  therefore,  which  seemed  more  favorable  for  the  exist- 
ence of  a  tropical  climate  near  the  poles  would  be  a  large  equa- 
torial ocean,  and  such  a  formation  of  the  continents  as  to  draw 
the  currents  of  the  ocean  toward  one  particular  pole. 

Mr.  Taylor,  replying  to  Mr.  Dutton,  said  that  the  present 
issue,  concisely  stated,  appeared  to  be,  that,  while  one  side  would 
impugn  the  sufficienq/  of  the  "astronomical"  theory,  the  other 
disputed  the  verity  of  the  ''geographical."  Mr.  T.  thought  that 
one  great  merit  of  Mr.  Croll's  hypothesis  was  that  it  seemed  to 
explain  a  large  number  of  varied,  yet  correlated,  results,  cuma- 
lative  in  their  effect — from  the  gradual  action  of  apparently  very 
small  differences  as  causes.  In  this  it  harmonizes  admirably 
with  the  "  uniformitarianism"  which  forms  the  basis  of  all  our 
scientific  investigations  and  theories. 

In  regard  to  the  thermal  equator,  which  is  now  on  the  average 
a  few  degrees  north  of  the  geodetic  eqnator,  it  is  true,  as  Mr. 
DuTTON  has  remarked,  that  it  is  greatly  influenced  by  geogn^hi- 
cal  arrangement.  But  any  conditions  which  wonld  change  the 
relative  force  of  the  northeastern  and  the  southeastern  sets  of 
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trade-winds,  mast  also  affect  considerably  the  position  of  the 
median  zone,  or  the  thermal  equator.  As  to  the  effect  of  land 
distribution  on  climate,  this  latter  is  perhaps  even  more  controlled 
by  continental  configurations  (which  determine  the  deflections  of 
ocean  currents)  than  by  merely  areal  distributions. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Powell,  in  whose  remarks  on  the  chronology 
of  post-tertiary  erosion  Mr.  T.  felt  great  interest,  he  would  only 
say  that  he  did  not  think  that  Mr.  Gboll'b  theory  imposed  any 
such  narrow  limits  of  time  on  the  geologist  as  had  been  sup- 
posed. The  variations  of  orbital  eccentricity  of  our. planet,  de- 
pending on  the  conjoined  action  of  the  larger  and  nearer  planets, 
with  incommensurable  periods,  are,  of  course,  very  irregular,  both 
in  time  and  amount;  and  although  they  may  be  said  to  occur — 
roughly  at  periods  of  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  years — ^yet 
the  extreme  or  exceptional  ranges  of  eccentricity  (which  alone 
may  be  supposed  sufficient  to  produce  any  very  decided  results) 
are  found  to  occur  only  at  periods  of  one  or  two  million  years 
apart.  Thus,  if  we  suppose,  with  Mr.  CaoLL,  that  our  last  glacial 
period,  or  rather  double  period,  coincided  in  time  with  the  eccen* 
tricities  culminating  two  hundred  and  ten  and  one  hundred 
thousand  years  ago,  the  very  notable  maximum  of  eccentricity 
occurring  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  years  ago  may  repre- 
sent, as  suggested  by  Mr.  Croll,  a  glacial  period  suspected  to 
have  existed  in  the  upper  Miocene.  The  next  preceding  notable 
maximum  occurred  about  two  and  a  half  million  years  ago. 

It  was  erroneous  to  suppose,  as  had  been  intimated,  that  con- 
glomerates alone  had  been  accepted  as  evidencing  past  glacial 
action.  Professor  Ramsat,  twenty  years  ago,  urged  the  glacial 
origin  of  the  Permian  breccias,  from  the  large  size  of  the  frag- 
ments, from  the  rarity  of  rounded  pebbles,  from  the  angular  and 
flat  faced  form  of  most  of  the  constituents,  and,  lastly,  from  the 
polished  and  grooved  surfaces  not  unfrequently  found  among 
them. 

Mr.  Gill  said,  that,  so  far  as  he,  a  biologist,  had  to  pass  on  the 
question  at  issue,  the  210,000  years  plus  the  antecedent  period 
of  the  Pleiocene  was  sufficient;  it  must  be  remembered,  however, 
that  the  animal  life  of  the  earth  had  remained  practically  un- 
changed (except  as  to  geographical  distribution  of  forms)  from  a 
period  long  antecedent  to  the  glacial  epoch.    But  the  fauna  of 
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the  Eocene  has  almost  no  coDnectlon  with  the  present,  or  with 
the  Pleiocene.  If,  then,  the  period  specified  was  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  difference  between  the  pre-glacial  epoch  and  the 
present,  a  term  of  850,000  years  would  be  entirely  insafficient 
for  the  period  that  mast  have  elapsed  since  the  commencement 
of  the  Tertiary. 


90th  Meeting.  June  5,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty-five  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Gallaudet  read  a  paper  on 

UNCONSCIOUS  CEEEBRATION, 

as  evinced  by  mnemonic  action  ;  citing  various  instances  of  per- 
sons, scenes,  and  events  suddenly  recalled  to  the  mind  by  per- 
ceptions of  sight,  hearing,  or  touch,  without  any  exercise  of  the 
will. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Hiloabd,  Henbt,  Taylor, 
and  others. 

Mr.  O.  T.  Mason  exhibited 

AEOH^OLOOICAL  SPECIMENS, 

stone  implements  of  an  early  age ;  describing  them  and  others, 
and  giving  a  history  of  their  discovery  in  Porto-Rico. 

Mr.  Baibd  remarked  that  Mr.  Georqe  Latimer,  of  Porto- 
Rico,  had  made  a  large  collection  of  such  specimens,  which  he 
had  bequeathed  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  after  refusing 
$12,000  for  them. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  made  a  communicaUon  on 

approximate  quadratures  ; 

describing  the  various  methods  which  had  been  employed  in 
determining  approximately  an  area  comprised  between  a  curve, 
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two  ordinates,  and  the  intercepted  axis  of  abscissie,  showing  that 
bj  the  methods  of  Oauss,  in  which  the  ordinates  are  taken  at 
unequal  bnt  selected  distances,  greater  accuracy  ooold  be  ob- 
tained with  fewer  ordinates,  than  where  the  ordinates  are  taken 
at  equal  distances.  In  the  case  of  a  semicircle  the  degree  of 
approximation  was  twice  as  great  with  three  ordinates  specially 
selected,  as  with  five  equidistant  ordinates.  The  barometric 
corre  could  be  better  determined  from  three  observations  made 
at  I,  i,  and  {  of  the  interval  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  than  from 
five  observations  at  equal  intervals  during  the  day. 

Mr.  B.  Alyord  made  remarks  on 

THE  MORTALITY  AMONG  ARMT  OTFIOERS 

4]nring  fifty  years,  from  1824  to  1873,  as  derived  from  Armj 
Registers. 

(TTltj  paper  is  published  in  the  Proceedingt  of  the  American  Aeeociation 
for  the  Advancement  of  Sciencef  at  iti  eestion  in  August,  1874  ) 

He  also  described  a  proposed  plan  for  government  providing 
for  the  life  insurance  of  persons  connected  with  the  iftrmy. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  on  the  desirable- 
ness of  extending  such  a  plan  to  the  civil  service ;  and  by  Mr. 
Taylor  on  the  policy  of  government  providing  for  all  kinds  of 
insurance. 


91sT  Meeting.  June  12,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Eastman  gave  an  abstract  of  a  paper  on 

the  comparison  or  rain-gauges  at  different  elevations  ; 

describing  observations  made  at  the  Naval  Observatory  in 
Washington.  Rain-gauges  less  than  2  inches  in  diameter  gave 
unsatisfactory  results.  During  a  year  those  at  an  elevation  of 
B4  feet  from  the  ground  gave  88  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  rain 
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received  at  an  elevation  of  only  2  feet  The  greatest  difference 
was  observed  iu  contiuned  slow  rain,  when  the  air  was  saturated 
with  moisture  ]  the  least  difference  in  sudden  showers  of  short 
duration. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Hilgabd,  the 
former  referriug  to  observations  made  in  one  of  the  towers  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  read  a  paper  on 

THE  MUTUAL  RELATIONS  AS  TO  PRICE  OF  GOLD,  SILVER  BULLION^ 
SILVER  COIN,  AND  GREENBACKS. 

Mr.  O.  T.  Mason  read  a  paper  on 

THE  CLASSIFICATIONS  OF  OBJECTS  OF  ARCHJBOLOGT. 

Mr.  Gill  called  attention  to  the  distinction  between  archsB* 
ology  and  ethnology,  and  suggested  some  changes  in  Mr. 
Mason's  classification. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLQARD  gave  an  account  of 

THE  MEASUREMENT  OF  A  BASE-LINE  FOR  THE  PRIMARY  TRIANGU* 
LATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  COAST  SURVEY  NEAR  ATLANTA, 
GEORGIA. 

Three  separate  measurements  of  this  line  were  made  ;  the  first 
two  at  low  temperatures,  the  measurements  being  made  in  oppo^ 
site  directions,  in  order  to  test  the  effect  of  slopes  upon  the  per- 
formance of  the  apparatus.  The  third  was  made  in  summer  at  a 
high  temperature,  in  order  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  correction 
for  temperature.  The  essential  features  of  the  apparatus  were 
described,  and  the  mode  in  which  compensation  of  the  two 
measuring  bars  for  temperature  is  effected — the  system  being  to 
compare  these  compound  measuring  bars  with  a  simple  standard 
bar  of  iron  of  six  metres  in  length  at  the  time  of  measuring  the 
base,  and  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  the  average  temperature 
which  obtained  during  the  measurement.  The  mechanical  com- 
pensation of  the  bars  is  thus  only  required  to  maintain  a  nearly 
uniform  length  during  the  variations  of  temperature  in  the 
measurement,  and  the  actual  length  at  the  mean  temperature  of 
measurement  is  taken  account  of  by  the  known  dilatation  of  the 
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Standard  bar.  Mr.  Hiloard  described  the  experiments  which  had 
been  made  for  the  determination  of  this  dilatation,  and  exhibited 
a  diagram  showing  the  great  accordance  of  the  results  that  had 
been  obtained  for  determining  this  essential  element.  The  base- 
line in  question  was  nearly  six  miles  in  length ;  and  permanent 
monuments  having  been  placed  at  interirals  of  about  one  mile, 
the  three  measurements  give  eighteen  comparisons  of  measure, 
which  show  in  every  instance  a  very  close  agreement.  The 
following  are  the  differences  of  the  several  measurements  of  the 
entire  base-line  of  9339  meters  from  their  mean,  and  the  mean 
temperatures  at  which  they  were  obtained  : — 

Diff.  of  length  .     — 8.1        — 0.3         +8.4  mm. 

Temperatures  .         .     510.4         440.7         90°.  7  Fahr. 

Showing  a  maximum  divergence  of  the  resnlts  of  about  one- 
millionth  part  of  the  whole  length.  Mr.  Hiloard  claimed,  in 
conclusion,  that  no  base-line  of  such  length  bad  before  been 
measured  with  the  same  degree  of  precision  and  with  such 
abundant  evidence  of  the  same.  A  full  account  of  this  opera- 
tion will  be  published  in  the  Coast  Survey  Report  for  1873. 


92d  Meeting.  October  9,  1S75. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty-four  inembers  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  E.  S.  HoLDEN  exhibited  and  made  remarks  on 

TWO  DRAWINGS  OF  NEBULfi,  MADE  WITH  THE  XXVI.-INOH  TELE- 
SCOPE OP  THE  U.  S.  NAVAL  OBSERVATORY,  BY  MB,.  L.  TROUVELOT, 
OF  CAMBRIDGE,  MASS. 

(AB8TBA0T.) 

Mr.  Trouvelot  was  invited  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  F. 
S.  Naval  Observatory  to  visit  the  Naval  Observatory,  and  to  use 
the  xxvi.  inch  equatorial  for  the  purpose  of  making  drawings  of 
planets  and  nebulep.  Mr.  Trouvelot  was  enabled  to  remain  only 
from  Sept.  21  to  Oct.  1,  1875,  and  hence  less  time  was  bestowed 
than  wonid  be  required  for  a  perfectly  satisfactory  representation 
of  any  of  the  objects  viewed.     Nevertheless,  good  pastel  draw- 
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iDgs  OD  a  large  scale  were  obtained  of,  let,  the  planet  ScUurn ; 
24,  of  the  central  portion  of  the  nebula  of  Orion;  and  3d,  of 
the  Horse-Shoe  Nebula  (G.  C.  4403).  The  scale  of  the  Ist  is 
about  12  inches  to  18" ;  of  the  2d,  1  inch  to  32" ;  of  the  3d,  1 
inch  to  129".3.  Of  these,  the  2d  and  3d  were  exhibited  to  the 
Society.  The  drawings  contain  only  what  was  seen  certainly, 
there  being  no  conjectures  recorded ;  and  that  of  the  Horse-Shoe 
Nebula  is  almost  entirely  satisfactory.  The  nebula  of  Orion, 
howe?er,  must  be  regarded  as  a  preliminary  sketch,  as  this 
object  is  much  too  complicated  for  satisfactory  representation  in 
the  limited  time  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Trouvelot.  It  will  be 
corrected  during  the  next  opposition. 

The  method  pursued  in  making  the  drawing  of  the  nebula 
(G.  0.  4403)  consisted  in  putting  in  the  stars  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  nebula  by  means  of  a  glass  reticle  ruled  into  squares. 
The  sides  of  the  squares  were  about  1'  of  arc.  The  entire 
number  of  stars  was  put  in  in  one  night's  work.  Mr.  Holdsn 
has  determined  the  average  error  of  a  star-position,  in  this 
nebula,  to  be  about  V'.*l  in  R.  A.,  and  5".3  in  Declination, 
by  comparison  of  11  of  Mr.  Tbouvelot's  star-positions  with 
11  of  Lassell's  (Mem.  R.  A.  S.,  vol.  xxxvi.  p.  49).  The.  larger 
residual  in  R.  A.  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  driving- 
clock  of  the  equatorial  was  not  performing  well.  This  average 
error  of  a  star-position  would  not  bo  appreciable  in  any  drawing 
of  the  nebula  which  could  be  put  on  an  ordinary  qiiarto  page. 
The  stars  of  the  Nebula  Orionis  were  put  in  from  G.  P.  Bond's 
catalogue. 

Mr.  HoLDEN  verified  most  of  the  details  of  the  drawings— 
especially  in  the  brighter  parts  of  the  Horse-Shoe  Nebula,  where 
variation  of  form  may  be  suspected — and  was  able  to  declare 
the  pastel  drawing  to  be  ver/  nearly  correct,  not  only  in  gene- 
ral effect,  but  as  to  the  important  details.  A  decided  difference 
exists  between  some  of  the  previous  drawings  and  this  one  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Lassell's  star  No.  1.  At  present,  the  brightest 
nebulosity /oZZoti^s  this  star.  Lassell,  Mason,  and  others  have 
drawn  it  preceding.  The  great  merit  of  pastel  drawings  for  this 
kind  of  delineation  is  that  changes  can  easily  be  made,  and  that 
the  effect  of  nebulous  matter  can  be  successfully  reproduced. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Coffin  and  Tatlob. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  read  the  following  paper  on 

MUTUAL  RELATION  AS  TO  PRICE  OF  GOLD,  GREENBACKS,  SILVER 
BULLION,  AND  SILVER  COIN. 

Oold  Price  of  Silver  Bullion. — Owing  to  the  large  demand 
for  gold,  and  the  corresponding  diminution  in  the  demand  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PHIL08OPHI0AI*  SOOISTT  Of  WABHINQTON.  5S 

silTer,  consequent  upon  the  change  by  certain  continental  gOTern- 
aents — Qermany  and  the  Scandinavian  GoTernments  of  Sweden, 
Norway,  and  Denmark — ^from  a  silver  standard  for  their  money 
of  account,  to  a  gold  standard  ;  and  to  the  hoarding  of  gold  by 
the  Bank  of  France  preparatory  to  its  resomption  of  specie  pay- 
ments; and,  also,  to  the  large  prodaction  of  silver  from  the 
Comstock  and  other  mines  of  onr  silver-bearing  territories,  the 
price  of  silver,  relatively  to  gold,  has  been  for  several  years 
gradually  sinking,  until  it  has  reached  in  the  London  market, 
according  to  a  late  cable  dispatch,  the  low  point  of  55^  pence 
sterling  per  standard  British  ounce  (the  equivalent  quotation  in 
New  York  market,  for  fine  bars,  being  from  1.21  to  1.22  per 
oonce),  the  lowest  point  of  value,  relatively  to  gold,  on  record  in 
the  history  of  man. 

The  price  indicates  that  the  ratio  of  the  value  of  gold  to  silver, 
is  as  17  to  1 ;  that  is,  that  the  value  of  gold  in  the  markets  of  the 
world  is  DOW  seventeen  times  that  of  silver  of  equal  weight  and 
like  fineness.^  It  follows,  as  may  readily  be  shown,  that  the  price 
in  United  States  gold  of  the  quantity  of  bullion  contained  in  a 
dollar  of  our  new  fraction  silver  is  88.0  cents;  or,  conversely, 
that  what  may  be  termed  the  silver-bullion  price  of  gold — ^the 
silver  unit  being  25  grammes  nine-tenths  fine — is  113.6. 

Oold  Price  of  Silver  Coin. — The  gold  price  of  the  Fnited 
States  silver  coin  (fractional),  which  is  used  as  currency — con- 
taining to  the  dollar,  when  of  legal  weight  and  fineness,  25 
grammes  nine-tenths  fine — was  quoted  on  the  same  day  (June  5, 
1875),  in  the  New  York  market,  at  from  92  to  95  cents,  showing 
the  silver  coin  price  of  gold  to  have  been  from  105.3  to  108.7  ; 
the  difference  depending  on  the  quantity  of  pure  metal  contained, 
as  indicated  by  the  date  of  the  mintage  and  by  the  degree  of  the 
abrasion  of  the  coin. 

Oold  Price  of  Greenbacks, — The  greenback  price  of  gold  is 
DOW  quoted,  in  the  language  of  the  market,  at  llV,  showing  the 
gold  price  of  greenbacks  to  be  85^. 

Oreenback  Price  of  Silver  Bullion  and  of  Silver  Coin. — It 

'  Jane  6,  1876.  According  to  the  latest  quotations  in  the  London 
market  the  price  of  silver  has  faUen  to  62  pence  per  oanoe  of  the  British 
itandard  of  fliieness  (to  wit,  |JJ  fine),  indicating  that  the  ratio  of  the 
▼tlue  of  gold  to  ailTer  iv  bow  as  18  to  1. 
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follows  that,  at  the  present  time,  the  greenback  price  of  silver 
bulliou — 25  grammes  nine-tenths  fine  to  the  dollar — is  103  (more 
exactly,  102.9)  ;  the  greenback  price  of  silver  coin,  of  the  same 
weight  and  fineness,  ranging  from  107.6  for  older  and  abraded 
coins,  to  111.1  for  coins  of  the  full  legal  weight. 

Exportation  of  Silver  Coin  for  Melting  or  Recoinage, — 
Should  the  price  of  greenbacks,  relatively  to  that  of  silver  bul- 
lion, advance  three  per  cent.,  silver  coin,  even  at  its  minimum 
or  bullion  value,  would  prove  more  profitable  for  circulation  as 
money  than  for  use  in  the  arts,  or  for  exportation  for  coinage 
abroad. 

JExportation  of  Silver  Ooin  for  Use  ae  Money  Elsewhere. — 
The  fractional  silver  coin  of  the  United  States  is  demanded,  in 
limited  quantities,  by  certain  South  American  and  other  countries, 
chiefly  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  for  circulation ;  which  fact 
accounts  in  part  for  the  higher  price  which  our  fractional  silver 
coin  commands  in  the  market  compared  with  bullion.  To  what 
extent  this  fact  will  operate — when  a  liberal  supply  of  coin  shall 
be  issued  and  thrown  upon  the  market — ^to  retain  as  now,  the 
price  of  coin  beyond  that  of  bullion,  is,  as  yet,  uncertain. 

Effect  on  the  Price  of  Silver  Coin  of  the  Demand  for  its  Use 
at  Home  as  Subsidiary  Coinage, — Gold  and  greenbacks  are  each 
legal  tender  of  payment  in  all  amounts,  but  United  States  frac- 
tional silver  coin  is  legal  tender  of  payment  only  in  limited 
amounts,  not  exceeding  five  dollars  in  any  one  payment.  The 
effect  of  this  provision  of  law  is  to  give  to  silver  coin  a  value 
superior  to  its  intrinsic  value  as  bullion,  and  to  protect  it  against 
remelting  at  home,  and  against  exportation  for  melting  or  re- 
coinage  abroad. 

When  greenbacks  rule  in  the  market  at  a  lower  point  than 
that  of  silver  coin,  such  coin  will  not  be  in  demand  at  home  for 
use  as  money  for  general  circulation,  except  at  the  extreme 
Southwest  and  on  the  Pacific  Slope.  When,  however,  green- 
backs command  in  the  market  a  higher  price  than  silver  coin,  the 
subsidiary  silver  coin  will  be  in  demand  as  money,  but  will  com- 
mand a  price  above  that  of  its  value  as  bullion. 

When  greenbacks  advance  from  85^,  their  existing  rate,  to  88, 
the  existing  bullion  rate  (corresponding  to  a  premium  on  gold  of 
13.6) — assuming  that  the  relative  values  of  gold  and  silver  remain 
unchanged — silver  coin  will  necessarily  cease  to  be  profitably 
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exported  as  ballion  for  melting  or  recoinage,  eyen  though — hj 
virtue  of  the  provision  of  the  law  which  gives  it  the  character  of 
a  legal  tender  in  limited  amounts — ^it  should  have  no  value  above 
that  of  the  bullion  contained. 

When  greenbacks  advance  to  92  (corresponding  to  a  premium 
on  gold  of  8.7) — ^the  existing  prices  of  silver  coin  remaining 
unchanged — ^the  less  perfect  and  less  desirable  silver  coins  will 
circulate,  as  currency,  side  by  side  with  the  fractional  paper  cur- 
rency. 

When  greenbacks  advance  to  95  cents  (correspoding  to  a  pre- 
mium on  gold  of  5.3) — ^the  existing  prices  of  silver  coin  re- 
maining unchanged — the  new  and  more  perfect  silver  coins  will 
circulate,  as  currency,  side  by  side  with  our  fractional  paper  cur- 
rency. 

When  greenbacks  advance  beyond  this  rate,  nearer  to  a  par 
with  gold,  silver  coin  vtrill  supersede  greenbacks,  and  their  asso- 
ciated fractional  paper  currency.  The  intrinsic  bullion  value  of 
new  silver  coins,  of  legal  weight  and  fineness,  is  now  88  cents  to 
the  dollar,  but  their  valae  as  coin  in  the  market  is  95  cents.  The 
issuing  and  placing  on  the  market  of  the  new  silver  coinage  in 
considerable  quantities,  will  tend  to  lower  somewhat  the  price  in 
the  market  of  these  new  coins,  but  will  not  reduce  the  price  to 
the  bullion  standard.  The  gold  price  of  greenbacks  in  the 
market,  therefore,  must  advance  considerably  beyond  88  cents, 
the  present  value  of  the  bullion  contained  in  silver  coins  of  legal 
weight  and  fineness — that  is — ^the  greenback  price  of  gold  must 
fall  considerably  below  113.6,  in  order  to  secure  the  free  and 
general  circulation  of  such  coins. 

The  higher  price  of  our  fractional  silver  coin,  as  compared 
with  silver  bullion,  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness,  is  due,  in 
part,  to  the  fact  that,  in  limited  amounts  (not  exceeding  $5  in 
any  one  payment),  it  is,  like  gold,  a  legal  tender  of  payment  in 
the  United  States,  and,  in  part,  to  a  limited  demand  for  its  use 
as  money  in  the  payment  of  balances  for  custom  purposes,  and 
for  the  settlement  of  fractional  amounts  in  the  payment  of  interest 
on  our  bonded  debt ;  also,  for  use  in  general  circulation  on  the 
Pacific  slope  of  the  United  States  and  in  Texas  and  certain 
other  portions  of  the  southwest,  where  gold  is  the  sole  standard, 
paper  currency  not  being  recognized  in  trade  ;  and,  also,  in  cer- 
tain South  American  and  other  countries. 
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The  Trade  Dollar — its  value  in  Oold  and  in  Greenbacks. — 
A  word  as  to  the  trade  dollar.  The  trade  dollar  contains  of 
fiilyer,  of  the  nsaal  standard  of  fineness  of  nine-tenths,  420  grains 
troy;  its  weight  is,  therefore,  16.2791  times  that  of  the  gold 
dollar. 

Its  valne  as  bullion  when  gold  is  worth  seyenteen  times  silver 
of  the  same  weight,  is  95.78  cents.  Its  price  in  the  market, 
mainly  owing  to  its  demand  for  Oriental  circulation,  is  from  97 
to  98  cents  gold,  or  about  2  cents  in  advance  of  its  value  as 
bullion. 

TABULAR  STATEMENT, 

In  the  following  tabular  statement,  the  dollar  of  silver  bullion, 
and  the  dollar  of  silver  coin,  are  each  assumed  to  be  25  grammes 
of  silver  of  the  fineness  of  nine-tenths — ^the  same  with  regard  to 
quantity  and  fineness,  as  that  of  the  legal  silver  currency  (frac- 
tional) of  the  United  States  : — 


Prices— -t/wne  6,  1876. 

The  gold  price  of  $100  in  greenbacks,  U 

The  gold  price  of  $100  in  silver  bullion,  is    . 

The  gold  price  of  $100  in  silver  coin,  is  from 

Conseqaentlj — 

The  greenback  price  of  $100  in  gold,  is 

The  silver  bullion  price  of  $100  in  gold,  is 

i  from 
The  silver  coin  price  of  $100  in  gold,  f 


Also^ 

The  greenback  price  of  |100  in  silver  bullion,  is 

J  from 
Greenback  price  of  $100  in  silver  coin, 


.    (from 
^\  to 

bullion 
iirom 
"'J   to 


I  from 


Also— 
The  silver  bullion  price  of  $100  in  silver  coin,  la -J    . 
The  silver  bullion  price  of  $100  In  greenbaoks,  Ss 


$85.60 

88.01 

92to9& 

in.a 

113.6 
108.7 
105.S 

102.9 

io7.e 
111.1 

104.6 

108.0 

97.2 


Mr.  T.  N.  Gill  read  a  paper  on 

THE  PBOGRE88  OP  THE  NATURAL  SOIENGSS  DTTRINa  THK  PAST 
CENTURY. 

(  ThU  it  published  at  length  in  ffarper*M  Monifdy  Magaxine,  February ,  1876.) 
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93d  MxETUfo.  October  23,  1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirtj-two  members  and  visitors  present 
Mr.  JossPH  Henrt  made  farther  remarks  on 

BOUND  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  FOO  SIGNALS, 

referring  particnlarlj  to  echo,  or  reflection  of  sound,  as  observed 
in  experiments  under  the  XT.  S.  Light-House  Board. 

[Tku4  experiments  are  described  in  the  Report  of  the  Light-House  Board  for 

1875.) 

Mr.  W.  B.  Tatlou  made  a  communication  on 

ACOUSTIC  REFRACTION. 
(▲BBTBACT.) 

Soand,   though  differing  from  light  in  the  character  of  its 

(     vaves  and  their  order  of  magnitude,  yet  moves  like  light  in 

ndial  lines,  and,  like  light,  is  diverted  from  its  rectilinear  course 

whenever  its  waves  undergo  an  unequal  retardation  or  accelcra- 

\       tiOQ. 

I  There  are  three  different  methods  in  which  sound-waves  passing 
!  through  a  gaseous  medium  may  suffer  such  unequal  disturbance 
of  velocity :  First,  by  variations  of  density  in  the  medium — sound 
Boving  more  slowly  as  the  square  root  of  the  density,  the  pres- 
nre  being  the  same.  Second,  by  variations  of  elasticity  in  the 
medium,  sound  moving  more  swiftly  as  the  square  root  of  the 
iltsticity,  the  density  being  the  same.  Third,  by  variations  of 
notion  or  current  in  the  medium — sound  travelling  (by  convec- 
tion) faster  with  the  wind  by  a  small  percentage  according  to  its 
Telocity— and  conversely. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  light  also  is  liable  to  all  three  of  these 
forms  of  refraction ;  as  its  velocity  is  necessarily  retarded  by  an 
iicrease  of  density  in  the  medium,  by  a  reduction  of  its  elasticity, 
•ad  by  an  adverse  motion  in  the  medium. 

A  fourth  cause  of  velocity  disturbance  in  the  case  of  sound 
exists  in  the  temperature  of  the  medium — sound  moving  more 
nriftly  in  a  heated  atmosphere,  in  proportion  to  the  square  root 
of  the  absolute  temperature.  As  the  only  dynamic  effect  of  heat 
OQ  a  gas  is  to  increase  its  elasticity  by  confinement,  if  the  volume 
be  constant,  or  to  increase  its  volume  if  unconfined,  this  cause 
of  acoustic  refraction,  important  as  it  is  practically,  may  be  theo- 
retically resolved  into  one  of  the  preceding  conditions. 
1.  The  refhustion  of  sound  resulting  from  differences  of  density 
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was  first  exhibited  bj  Sondhauss,  in  1852,  by  means  of  a  lens  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  confined  in  an  envelope  of  gold-beater's  skin, 
or  preferably,  of  collodion  film.  The  wave-fronts  of  sound  (con- 
sidered as  practically  plane  surfaces)  being  centrally  retarded  in 
passing  the  convex  surface  of  the  lens,  thus  move  through  and 
emerge  from  the  lens  with  concave  surfaces,  whose  normals  con- 
verge to  a  point.  A  convex  lens  of  hydrogen  would  cause  the 
wave-fronts  of  sound  passing  throngh  it  to  emerge  (by  accelera- 
tion) with  a  convex  form — that  is,  would  cause  the  rays  or  nor- 
mals to  diverge — ^the  focus  being  negative.  And  to  obtain  a 
positive  focus  of  convergence  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a 
hydrogen  lens  concave.  The  same  effect  would  be  produced  on 
light  by  a  lens  of  hydrogen. 

2.  The  refraction  of  sound  resulting  from  differences  of  molion 
in  the  air  was  first  suggested  by  Prof.  Stokes,  in  1857.  As  the 
advance  of  sonnd  is  always  in  directions  normal  to  the  expand- 
ing spheroidal  surfaces  of  instantaneous  compression,  any  defor- 
mation of  these  spheroidal  surfaces  must  correspondingly  deflect 
the  line  of  successive  impacts  from  the  original  radial  direction. 
Winds  being  nsually  considerably  retarded  near  the  surface  of  the 
earth  by  frictional  resistance,  the  wave-front  of  sound  moving  in 
the  direction  of  the  wind,  is  more  advanced  above  than  below, 
causing  the  sensible  rays  to  bend  downward ;  on  the  other  hand, 
the  wave-front  is  more  retarded  above  than  below  when  opposed 
to  the  wind,  causing  the  rays  to  bend  upward.  Prof.  Henet  was 
the  first  to  observe  (in  1865)  that  sound  moving  against  the  wind 
could  be  heard  aloft  after  it  had  ceased  to  be  audible  below, 
though  it  was  not  till  some  time  afterward  that  he  detected  the 
true  cause.  Prof.  Reynolds  subsequently  (in  1874)  independently 
verified  by  experiment  the  theory  of  Prof.  Stokes. 

8.  The  refraction  of  sound,  resulting  from  differences  of  tent' 
perature,  was  first  pointed  out  by  Prof.  Reynolds  in  1874,  who 
has  shown  that  various  recorded  observations  on  sound  very 
strikingly  establish  the  indications  of  theory  in  this  direction. 

These  last  two  conditions  of  acoustic  refraction — ^inequality  of 
motion  in  the  air  and  inequality  of  its  temperature — are  both 
susceptible  of  very  simple  quantitative  determination,  and  are 
thus  shown  to  be  real  and  efficient  causes  of  many  observed  re- 
sults, and  to  furnish  satisfactory  explanations  of  many  hitherto 
puzzling  phenomena  of  sound.     Various  illustrations  were  given. 

Mr.  DuTTON  spoke  of  the  rumbling  sound  of  trains  on  the  Alex- 
andria Railroad,  as  heard  at  the  XJ.  S.  Arsenal  in  this  city ;  some- 
times loud,  sometimes  moderate,  Sometimes  inaudible;  much 
louder  with  favorable  than  with  adverse  winds ;  sometimes,  espe- 
cially if  the  air  was  still,  the  sound,  while  inaudible  at  the  ground, 
was  distinct,  or  even  loud,  at  an  elevation  of  40  feet 
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He  also  suggested  that  diffasion  might  often  compensate  for 
refraction  of  sonnd. 

Further  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Taylob  and  Mr.  Hin&y. 


94th  Mehino.     Fifth  Annual  Mextino,  Novxmbxb  6,  1875. 

Yice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 

Twenty-four  members  present. 

The  following  officers  of  the  Society  were  elected   for  the 
ensuing  year : — 

President,  Joseph  Hsnby. 

Vice-PresiderUa,  J.  K.  Babnes,  W.  B.  Taylob, 

J.  E.  HlLQABB,  J.  G.  WXLLINO. 

Treasurer^  Peter  Parker. 

Secretaries,  J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  N.  Oilu 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

Cleyxland  Abbe,  N.  S.  Lincoln, 

S.  F.  Baird,  S.  Newoomb, 

C.  E.  Dutton,  0.  M.  Poe, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  C.  A.  Sohott, 

J.  J.  WOODWABD. 


95th  Meetinq.  November,  20,  1875* 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-nine  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication  on 

adjustment  of  the  calendar  : 

describing  several  propositions  and  attempts  to  remedy  its  defects, 
•nd  the  advantages  of  alternate  months  of  30  and  31  days,  or 
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sextiles  of  6 1  days,  in  leap  years ;  the  last  naoDth,  or  sextile,  in 
common  years  to  have  one  day  less.  He  explained  and  illos- 
trated  by  examples  the  transition  from  the  present  system. 

Mr.  Coffin  saggested  that  this  transition  would  be  simplified 
by  beginning  the  year  one  day  earlier  than  at  present 

Mr.  J.  J.  WooDWABD  made  a  communication  on 

DIFFRACTION  PHENOMENA  IN  THE  FIELD  OF  THE  BnOROSOOPl : 

illustrating  by  photographs  of  Frustulia  Saxonica  thrown  upon 
a  screen,  and  showing  that  spurious  strise  may  be  produced  by 
throwing  the  light  obliquely  on  the  object. 

( The  paper  i$  published  in  the  Monthly  Jb'icroseopical  Journal,  DecemUr, 
1876,  p.  274.) 

The  President  read,  as  his  Annual  Address, 

AN  AOOOUNT  OF  RESEARCHES  ON  SOUND  IN  ITS  AFPUCATTOII  TO 
FOG-SIONAL8. 

{This  form$  part  of  the  Report  of  the  U  S,  Light  House  Board  for  1876.) 


96th  Meetino.  December  4, 1875. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-five  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Commander  E.  P.  Lull,  U.  S.  N.,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  was  announced. 

lifr.  Joseph  Henry  read  a  paper  on 

HALF-VISION  : 

describing  the  phenomena  in  his  own  case,  and  illustrating  bj  & 
diagram  the  luminous  circle  and  colored  spectra  presented  to  liis 
vision. 

Mr.  WooDViTARD  followed  with  remarks  on  the  frequent  ob- 
servance of  half-vision,  and  the  amount  of  literature  on  the 
subject ;  describing  an  injury  to  his  own  eyes  from  the  use  of  th^ 
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electric  light  in  illuminating  the  microBcope,  the  stracture  of  the 
eje  and  optic  nerve,  and  explaining  the  theory*  of  such  abnormal 
phenomena. 

Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  communication  on 

BIPPLE-MABKS. 
(▲BflTBAOT.) 

Ripple-marks  are  obserred,  first,  npon  dry,  shifting  sand; 
second,  on  sand  under  water ;  third,  on  sandstone  strata.  The 
third  case  is  the  fossil  phase  of  the  second. 

1.  As  to  their  Form, — The  ripples  on  a  slab  of  sandstone  are 
usaally  equal,  parallel,  eqaidistant  ridges,  curved  over  the  top, 
and  separated  bj  curved  trooghs;  and  the  question  has  been 
raised  whether  the  curvature  of  the  ridges  or  that  of  the  troughs 
is  the  more  acute.  Since  the  stratum  which  overlies  a  rippled 
sandstone  may  preserve  on  its  under  surface  a  mould,  or  reversed 
impression,  of  the  rippling,  there  may  be  doubt  in  the  case  of  a 
detached  specimen  whether  it  exhibits  the  true  ripple  or  its 
monld.  From  an  extended  series  of  observations  in  Utah,  the 
speaker  concludes  that  the  crests  of  the  ridges  are  more  acute 
than  the  intervening  tronghs,  and  that  this  rule  is  so  little  liable 
to  exception,  that  it  may  be  used  in  determining  which  is  the 
originally  upper  surface  of  a  detached  or  highly  inclined  bed  of 
sandstone.  An  opposite  opinion  is  held  by  Jukes  (Manual, 
1872,  p   163).    . 

2.  As  to  their  Cause. — The  view  is  advanced  that  the  ripples 
on  dry  and  on  wet  sand  are  dne  to  vibrations  of  air  and  of  water, 
and  are  analogous  to,  if  not  homologoas  with,  the  accumulations 
of  sand  along  the  node  lines  of  vibrating  elastic  plates.  We 
know  from  the  phenomena  of  rapids  that  running  water  is  thrown 
into  vibration  by  friction  on  its  channel.  We  know  from  the 
whistling  of  the  wind  that  air  is  given  uniform  vibration  by 
friction.  Are  not  snch  vibrations,  arising  from  the  friction  of 
currents,  competent,  if  constant  in  position,  to  produce  the  phe- 
nomena of  ripple-marks  ?  The  following  facts  appear  to  accord 
with  this  hypothesis :  First,  the  wavelets  are,  within  restricted 
areas,  sub-equal  in  all  dimensions.  Second,  in  the  case  at  least 
of  those  formed  under  water,  the  wavelet  does  not  travel,  like  a 
sand-dune,  but  is  constant  in  position  so  long  as  the  conditions 
remain  unchanged.  In  one  observed  instance,  the  lamination  of 
strata  showed  that  a  set  of  ripple-marks  had  held  the  same  posi- 
tion while  two  feet  of  sediment  were  accumulated.  Third,  there 
are  compound  ripplings.  In  one  fossil  specimen  exhibited  to 
the  Society,  the  ripples  are  double,  each  main  ridge  being  sup* 
plemented  by  a  smaller  one  running  along  its  base.     In  another 
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BpecimeD,  a  system  of  ridges  is  crossed  at  right  angles  bj  another 
of  smaller  size,  a  reticulation  being  tiie  result 

A  diderent  explanation  is  given  by  Jukes  (loc.  cit.),  and  bj 
Dana  (Manual,  1874,  p.  672). 

3.  As  to  their  Geological  Interpretation. — If  carrente  are 
adequate  to  their  production,  they  may  be  formed  at  great  depth, 
and  are  demonstrative  neither  of  shallow  water  nor  of  the  prox- 
imity of  shore,  as  they  are  often  regarded.  They  are  never  found 
in  shales,  while  few  sandstone  series  are  without  them.  That  is, 
they  are  formed  only  where  the  motion  of  the  water  is  too  great 
to  admit  of  the  accumulation  of  fine  sediment. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Putnam,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  described  and  explained 
ripples  formed  by  the  tide. 

Mr.  Powell  described  various^forms  of  ripple-marks  which  he 
had  observed,  and  remarked  that  ripple-marks  may  be  formed  in 
deep  water  from  the  motion  of  waves  on  the  surface,  and  were 
not  necessarily  an  indication  of  action  on  a  shore. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  Hknrt,  Abbb» 
and  Gilbert. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  some  comments  on 

THE  MICROSOOPIOAL  STRUCTURE  OF  WOOL  : 

reading  a  report,  by  Dr.  John  LeContb  and  himself,  to  tbe 
President  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  the  micro- 
scopical examination  of  many  specimens  of  mixed  goods  of  sheep 
or  lamb  wool,  with  cow  or  calf,  and  other  hair,  with  a  view  to 
determine  the  proportion  of  the  former.  In  illustration,  he  ex- 
hibited on  a  screen  25  photographs  of  various  kinds  of  wool  and 
hair. 

The  examination  and  report  were  made  at  the  request  of  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  determine  the  rate 
of  duty  on  the  several  kinds  of  goods. 


97th  Meeting.  DBOEifBER  18,  1875t 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty  members  and  visitors  present 
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The  election  of  Mr.  Edward  Goodfxllow,  of  the  XT.  S.  Coast 
Survey,  as  a  member  of  the  Society  was  announced. 

Mr.  J.  A.  OsBOBNB  exhibited  and  described 

A  NEW  HSTEO&OLOQIOAL  INSTRUMENT. 
(▲B8TRA0T.) 

A  consideration  of  the  effect  of  climate  upon  animal  life  and 
well-being  will  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 'the  chief  influence 
which  the  elements  exert  upon  the  human  body  is  essentially 
thermic  in  its  character.  The  tendency  of  the  actual  temperature 
of  the  atmosphere,  its  humidity  and  motion,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  direct  radiant  heat  from  the  sun,  is  to  effect  a  change  in  the 
normal  warmth  of  the  body. 

No  attempt  has  hitherto  been  made  to  give  definite  expression 
to  the  physio-thermic  influence  for  different  places  on  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  or  for  the  same  place  at  different  times.  The  in- 
strument exhibited  for  this  purpose  consists  of  an  isolated  cylin- 
der of  bank-note  paper,  hanging  from  a  horizontal  ring,  and  con- 
taining about  three  pounds  of  water  raised  to  the  temperature 
of  the  blood.  A  thermometer  is  suspended  in  the  water,  and,  as 
the  latter  cools  spontaneously,  it  is  kept  in  continuous  and  perfect 
agitation  by  clock-work,  so  that  a  true  determination  of  the  tem- 
perature of  the  whole  mass  is  constantly  indicated.  By  recording 
in  seconds  the  timQ  in  which  the  mercury  sinks  from  degree  to 
degree,  we  obtain  a  series,  which,  being  reduced  to  a  single  ex- 
pression, will  give  a  number  comparable  with  the  loss  of  heat 
sustained  by  a  human  being,  and  proportional  to  other  observa- 
tions made  with  the  same  or  a  similar  instrument  For  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  cylinder  and  its  contents,  having  a  surface 
which  is  slightly  moist,  is  subject  to  the  same  influences  which 
affect  a  man  in  the  same  locality  ;  and  its  loss  of  temperature  is 
determined  by  the  combined  action  of  radiation,  evaporation, 
and  the  convection  of  its  heat  by  the  moving  currents  of  air. 

As  an  animal  has  to  maintain  a  constant  temperature,  losing 
as  much  heat  as  he  makes,  an  investigation  of  the  external 
causes  which  determine  that  loss,  or  tend  to  retard  it,  is  of  pre- 
eminent importance. 

Having  obtained  a  serviceable  value  for  the  aggregate  physio- 
thermic  influence,  it  was  proposed,  by  the  simultaneous  use  of 
pervious  and  impervious  cylinders,  placed  in  and  out  of  the  wind, 
to  analyze  this  total,  and  apportion  to  each  of  the  great  factors 
its  proper  share  in  the  production  of  sensible  heat  or  cold.  And, 
finally,  by  an  investigation  of  many  such  analyses,  to  establish 
an  empirical  formula  by  the  aid  of  which  existing  meteorological 
records  may  be  expressed  in  units  of  thermic  value ; ,  thereby,  in 
the  interests  of  physiology,  to  extend  a  knowledge  of  the  climates 
of  the  globe,  subjectively  considered. 
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Mr.  HiLGARD  regarded  it  a  meteorological,  and  not  a  physio- 
logical, instrameat ;  and  spoke  of  the  value  of  the  ordinarj 
meteorological  observations  as  giving  much  informaaon  on 
climates  of  different  regions,  from  which  their  effects  on  man 
may  be  deduced. 

Mr.  Woodward  doubted  the  precision  of  the  instrument  ex- 
hibited ;  and  spoke  of  the  practical  difficulty  in  obtaining  homo- 
geneous porous-paper,  and  in  constructing  several  instruments, 
which  would  agree  in  their  indications. 

Mr.  GEORaE  B.  Dixwell,  of  Boston,  made  a  communication  on 

cylinder  condensation,  steam  jackets,  and  superheaied 

steam: 

giving  an  extended  abstract  of  a  pamphlet,  which  he  had  pab- 
Hsbed  on  these  subjects. 

Prof.  A.  M.  Mayer,  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  made  a  communica- 
tion on 

A  method  op  DETERMININa  A  DEFINITE  INTERVAL  OF  TIME,  AND 
ITS  APPLICATION  TO  MEASURING  THE  NUMBER  OF  VIBRATIONS 
OF  SOLID  BODIES. 

Mr.  HiLGARD  and  Mr.  Harkness  participated  in  the  discus- 
sion which  followed. 


98th  Meeting.  January  16,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-three  members  and  visitors  present 
Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made 

REMARKS  ON  THE  PAPYRUS  EBERS, 

exhibiting  and  describing  two  quarto  volumes,  with  colored  plates, 
of  an  Egyptian  medical  work  written  1552  years  before  the  Chris- 
tian era,  and  probably  the  oldest  medical  work  extant.  The  vol- 
umes contained  the  hieratic  text  and  translations  into  hiero- 
glyphics and  German. 
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Mr.  Pabksr  and  Mr.  Galb  followed  with  remarks  od  Egyptian 
antiqaities. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  B.  A.  Gould,  Di- 
rector of  the  National  Observatory  at  Cordoba,  giving  an  account 
of 

THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC, 

as  established  by  an  act  of  the  legislative  body,  which  went  into 
effect  in  October,  1875. 

The  Argentine  peso-fuerte  is  of  the  same  value  as  the  Japanese 
yen;  and  1003. 08774 p6808-/ucrte8  are  equivalent  to  1000  dollars 
of  United  States  coin,  the  difference  being  a  little  more  than  ^^ 
of  1  per  cent. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  made  a  communication  on 

SOME  TYPES  OF  MOUNTAIN  BUILDINQ, 

describing  several  characteristic  forms  in  the  Park  Range,  the 
Ute,  and  other  mountains  in  the  West,  and  pointing  out  marked 
differences  between  these  formations  and  those  in  the  Appalachian 
range. 


99th  Meeting.  Januabt  29,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-five  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  read  a  paper  on 

THE  SU00E88I0N  OF  THE  STRATA  OF  THE  SHELL-HEAPS  OF  THE 
ALEUTIAN  ISLANDS. 

(abstract.) 

He  showed  that  the  shell-heaps  were  separated  by  the  strata 
of  which  they  are  composed  into  deposits  of  three  successive 
periods.  The  lower  stratum  being  composed  of  the  remains  of 
echini,  eaten  by  the  early  inhabitants,  he  termed  the  £chinns 
Layer,  and  the  period  in  which  it  was  formed  the  Littoral  Period. 
The  second,  composed  chiefly  of  fish-bones,  the  Fish-bone  Layer, 
deposited  in  the  Fishing  Period.  The  upper  or  Mammalian 
lAjer,  corresponding  to  the  Hunting  Period,  was  chiefly  formed 
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by  the  bones  of  mammals  and  birds.    Over  all  these  lie  the  macb 
more  modern  village  sites,  very  few  of  which  are  now  occupied 

The  first  layer  might  have  been  deposited  in  a  thousand  years. 
There  is  no  means  of  approximating  to  the  age  of  the  subsequent 
layers.  The  Echinas  layer  contained  few  and  very  rude  imple- 
ments, and  a  gradual  progression  was  noted  in  the  variety  and 
finish  of  the  articles  found  in  the  successive  layers.  Only  toward 
the  last  are  there  any  signs  of  the  use  of  houses,  fire,  or  orna- 
mental designs.  The  character  of  the  implements  showed  that 
the  early  inhabitants  used  those  of  a  pattern  similar  to  the  E>ki- 
mo,  but  that  these  gradually  became  differentiated  into  a  type 
peculiar  to  the  islands.  Mr.  Dall  considered  it  probable  that  the 
first  inhabitants  were  Eskimo  of  a  low  type,  forced  for  protection 
from  America  into  the  islands,  who  in  their  restricted  surround- 
ings in  the  course  of  time  developed  into  a  special  type  without 
entirely  effacing  the  traits  which  link  them  to  the  Eskimo,  by 
language,  physique,  and  fabrications. 

In  reply  to  questions,  he  gave  reasons  for  his  supposition  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Aleutian  Isles  came  from  the  East. 

Mr.  Powell  spoke  of  the  khiva  or  underground  apartment 
found  in  the  remains  of  dwellings  from  the  Arctic  regions,  through 
California  and  Colorado,  and  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  usually  in 
the  centre  of  the  building,  regarding  it  as  the  common  workroom 
or  assembly  hall  of  the  occupants. 

Mr.  Mason  made  remarks  on  the  similarity  of  instruments  and 
implements  found  in  Australia,  North  America,  and  the  Aleutian 
Isles,  and  the  probability  of  there  having  been  great  changes  in 
the  bed  of  the  ocean  between  North  America  and  Asia. 

Mr.  Emil  Bessels  made  a  communication  on 

THE  HTaaOMETRIGAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  AlE  IN  HIGH  LATITUDES, 

discussing  observations  made  at  Polaris  Bay  by  the  late  polar 
expedition  under  Capt  Hall. 


100th  Meeting.  Februabt  12, 1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
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Mr.  6.  E.  Gilbert  made  a  commanication  on 

TUB  HOBABT  OSOILLATIONS  OF  THE  TEMPEBATUBE  OF  THE 
ATMOSPHERE, 

in  which  he  correlated  barometric  and  thermometric  changes  and 
rates  of  change  in  observations  made  at  San  Francisco  and  Phil- 
adelphia in  the  equinoctial  months  of  March  and  September. 

Mr.  P.  F.  JuDD  made  a  commanication  on 

THE  WATEBSHED  OF  THE  ADIRONDACK  BEOION, 

giving  results  of  a  survey  of  the  head-waters  of  the  Hudson  and 
Rackett  Rivers  bv  Prof.  Fabband  N.  Benedict  in  1874,  and 
dwelling  particularly  on  the  feasibility  and  facility  of  converting 
the  numerous  and  extensive  lakes  in  that  region  into  reservoirs, 
so  managed  as  to  greatly  reduce  freshets  in  the  Hudson  in  the 
spring,  and  supply  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the  fall. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Habkness,  Henbt,  Powell, 
and  Alvobd 

Mr.  Elisha  Orat  gave  an 

EXHIBITION  OF  A  TELAPHON, 

wnich  he  had  invented,  by  which  musical  tones  transmitted  over 
a  telegraph  wire  can  be  responded  to  at  a  distant  point.  Several 
tones  of  a  different  pitch  were  transmitted  simultaneously  by  a 
sbgle  circuit  from  one  room,  and  each  responded  to  in  another 
room  by  a  reed  attached  to  an  electric  magnet  and  tuned  to  the 
same  pitch.  With  such  apparatus  several  messages  can  be  sent 
at  the  same  time  by  the  same  circuit,  and  at  the  place  of  reception 
each  would  be  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  difference  of  tone 
and  by  being  responded  to  by  a  magnet  whose  reed  was  tuned 
to  the  same  pitch  as  that  from  which  it  had  come.  He  stated 
that  messages  had  been  thus  transmitted  successfully  by  a  circuit 
of  300  miles. 

He  also  exhibited  other  methods  by  which  the  sounds  could  be 
responded  to ;  in  one  of  which  a  tune  played  in  one  room  was 
repeated  by  a  diaphragm  in  another,  with  which  an  electrical 
connection  was  made. 
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lOlsT  Meeting.  Febbuaby  26,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-one  members  and  visitors  present 

The  election  of  Mr.  Edward  J.  Fabquhab,  IT.  S.  Patent 
OflBce,  Mr.  M.  H.  Doolittle,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam MgMurtbie,  Agricultural  Bureau,  as  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety, was  announced. 

Mr.  W.  Habkness  exhibited  panoramic  views  and  gave  de- 
scriptions of  places  visited  by  the  U.  S.  Steamer  Swatara,  whicii 
conveyed  parties  to  the  Southern  hemisphere  for  observing  the 
transit  of  Venus  in  December,  1874.  The  places  described  were 
Bahia,  Cape  Town,  and  Hobart-town. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  remarks  on 

two  PBOPOSITIONS,  NOW  BEFOBE  CONQBESS,  FOB  OHANOINO  THE  COIN 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

one  proposing  a  silver  instead  of  a  gold  standard ;  the  other  to 
retain  the  present  system,  but  reducing  the  standard  values; 
neither  recognizing  progress  towards  the  metric  system. 

Mr.  W.  Habkness  made  remarks  on 

THE  METHODS  OF  MEASUBINO  THE  INEQUALITIES  OF  THE  PIVOTS  Of 
A  TBANSIT  IN8TBUMENT, 

briefly  describing  the  methods  heretofore  employed,  and  explain- 
ing the  construction  and  use  of  a  sphebometeb  oallipeb,  which 
he  had  devised  for  the  purpose. 


102d  Meeting.  Mabgh  II,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty-two  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Lieut.  Bogebs  Bibnie,  XJ.  S.  Army,  as  a 
member  of  the  Society,  was  announced. 
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Mr.  O.  K.  GiLBEBT  made  farther  remarks  on 

HORABT  OSCILLATIONS  OF  THE  ATMOSPHE&E, 

conclnding  that  the  iDcrease  of  temperature  from  5  A.  M.  to  3 
P.  M.  was  insufficient  to  account  for  the  higher  barometer  in 
that  period. 

Mr.  J.  J.  WooDWABD  made  a  communication  on 

THE  MARKINGS  ON  NAVIOULA  RHOMBOIDES, 

illustrating  by  photographs  magnified  on  a  screen,  and  showing 
bow  the  real  markings  could  be  distinguished  from  the  interference 
lines  produced  by  oblique  illumination  of  the  object 

Mr.  W.  Harkness  continued  his  description  of  places  Tisited 
while  on  the  Southern  Expedition  for  observing  the  late  transit 
of  Yenus,  riz.,  Crozet's  Island  and  the  Sandwich  Islands. 


103d  Meeting.  March  25,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-five  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  communication  on 

LANDSLIPS  and  LAKELETS, 

enumerating  the  various  modes  in  which  lakes  originate,  and 
describing  in  particular  a  ciass  which  occur  on  the  slopes  below 
certain  high  cliffs  and  depend  on  the  manner  in  which  the  hard 
capping  rock,  usually  volcanic,  is  undermined  and  parts  in  large 
blocks. 

Mr.  Powell  spoke  of  similar  lakes,  but  in  which  the  upper 
stratum  was  conglomerate  instead  of  volcanic.  There  were  lakoa 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Uintah  Mountains  formed  in  the  beds 
of  old  streams  by  dams  of  detritus. 

Dr.  David  Murray,  Foreign  Superintendent  of  Educational 
affairs  in  Japan,  gave  the  Society  an  account  of 

THE  PROGRESS  WHICH  HAD  BEEN  MADE  IN  EDUCATIONAL  BIATTERS 
IN  THAT  EMPIRE. 
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(abstract.) 

He  first  described  the  ancient  system  of  education  which  existed 
before  the  recent  revolution.  It  was  introduced  from  China, 
which  in  matters  of  learning  and  literature  holds  to  Japan  the 
position  of  mother  country.  The  territorial  Dairaios  in  many 
instances  took  great  pride  in  the  maintenance  of  institutions  of 
learning  for  the  benefit  of  their  immediate  retainers.  In  these 
institutions  the  elements  of  learning,  as  well  as  the  higher  depart- 
ments of  history  and  political  philosophy,  were  taught  with  great 
thoroughness.  Chinese  philosophy,  in  the  works  of  Confacias, 
Mencius,  and  others,  was  taught  by  professors  who  gave  their 
lives  to  the  study  and  elucidation  of  these  great  masters. 

Along  with  this  literary  and  philosophical  training  the  Japan- 
ese youth  were  also  regularly  trained  in  athletic  and  military 
exercises.  Such  institutions  were  maintained  usually  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Daimios,  and  were  restricted  to  those  who  were 
subsequently  to  enter  the  service  of  their  masters. 

Schools  for  the  education  of  the  mercantile,  agricultural,  and 
laboring  classes  were  very  common,  but  were  not  maintained  at  the 
government  expense.  Each  district  or  neighborhood  sustained 
its  own  school,  and  it  spenks  well  for  their  appreciation  of  learn- 
ing that  under  this  voluntary  system  almost  the  entire  population 
were  able  to  read  and  write. 

In  1872,  after  the  consummation  of  the  revolution  which  re- 
established the  unity  of  the  empire,  a  department  of  education 
was  organized  for  the  administration  of  all  matters  pertaining  to 
schools  and  colleges  throughout  the  empire.  Under  this  depart- 
ment the  following  classes  of  institutions  of  learning  have  been 
established : — 

1.  Elementary  Schools. — These  are  conducted  in  the  Japanese 
language,  and  the  prescribed  schedule  of  studies  for  them  corre- 
sponds nearly  with  that  of  American  elementary  schools. 

2.  Normal  Schools. — To  provide  competent  teachers  for  the 
elementary  schools,  government  normal  schools  have  been  estab- 
lished, the  graduates  from  which  have  been  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  to  reorganize  schools  and  instruct  the  teachers 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

3.  Foreign  Language  Schools. — In  order  to  raise  up  a  class 
of  men  able  to  transmute  foreign  learning  into  the  Japanese 
tongue,  schools  for  teaching  English  and  other  foreign' latiguages 
have  been  provided  by  the  government.  English  thus  becomes 
to  Japan  its  learned  language,  as  Latin  was  the  learned  language 
to  Europe  in  the  Middle  Ages. 

4.  Colleges  aad  Technical  Schools. — To  provide  for  the  higher 
departments  of  learning,  colleges  conducted  in  a  foreign  language 
have  been  organized  and  are  now  in  successful  operation.  In 
this  way  excellent  instruction  may  now  be  obtained  in  Law  and 
Qovernment,  in  Engineering,  in  Chemical  Technology,  in  Naval 
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Architecture,  in  Medical  Science,  and  in  Naval  and  Military  Sci- 
eocea  There  is  also  a  provision  made  hy  the  government  to 
send  abroad  choice  students  who  have  passed  with  credit  through 
the  courses  of  study  in  the  institution  at  home.  They  go  abroad 
to  follow  up  the  department  of  science  which  they  have  already 
entered  upon,  and  are  expected  to  return  and  serve  the  govem- 
meot  as  experts  in  these  branches,  or  as  teachers  and  professors 
ID  the  schools. 

There  is  a  very  strong  public  sentiment  in  Japan  in  favor  of 
education,  and  there  is  no  indication  that,  in  this  most  important 
ptrt  of  their  work  in  the  reorganization  of  their  government,  they 
ire  likely  to  relax  in  their  efforts  or  fail  in  ultimate  success. 

In  answer  to  many  inquiries  Dr.  Murray  gave  to  the  Society 
much  information  in  regard  to  the  operations  now  in  progress. 

Mr.  Henrt  remarked  that  Dr.  Murray  has  explained  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  Japanese  in  the  last  few  years.  They  were  not 
an  uneducated  people,  though  they  had  arrived  at  a  stationary 
eoDdition  and  were  incapable  of  advance  while  secluded  from 
other  nations,  and  yet  were  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
progress  in  education,  science,  and  arts  with  which  they  have 
lately  become  acquainted. 

Mr.  0.  T.  Mason  commenced  a  communication  on 

international  symbols  rOR  CHARTS  OF  PREHISTORIOAL 
ARGHJBOLOOY, 

exhibiting  charts  of  these  symbols,  and  explaining  them  and  their 
eoobinatioQS. 


104th  Mbktinq.  April  8,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Ohair. 
Forty-six. members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  Henry  made  a  communication  on 

illuminating  B1ATERIAL8, 

opltining  the  adaptation  of  various  kinds  for  use  in  Light- 
hoQses,  and  the  investigations  and  tests  which  had  been  made 
of  their  qualities. 
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He  then  introduced  Mr.  Mason,  of  Baltimore,  who  exhibited 
apparatus  which  he  had  deyised  for  determiuing  the  explosive 
character  of  kerosene  oils,  and  made  experiments  on  several  sam- 
ples, showing  the  temperature  at  which  the  vapor  of  each  would 
flash  on  the  approach  of  a  lighted  match,  and  that  at  which  the 
oil  would  begin  to  burn.  The  flanking  test  gave  temperatares 
aboat  20°  F.  below  the  fire  test,  and  the  latter  was  several  de- 
grees below  the  standard  of  1 10^  F.,  with  which  the  samples 
were  marked. 

Mr.  0.  T.  Mason  continued  his  paper  upon 

THE  INTERNATIONAL   STMB0L8   FOR  CHARTS  OF  PBEHISTORIO 
AROHJSOLOOY. 

He  said  that  thej  snfficiently  answered  the  characters  of  sim- 
plicity, distinctness,  speciality,  and  mnemotechny.  As  to  their 
universality,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  be  not  only  universally 
legible,  but  also  universally  applicable.  In  this  sense  they  were, 
in  the  first  place,  restricted  to  Europe  principally,  and  even  there 
failed  to  mark  either  a  built-up  wall,  or  a  place  of  sacriGce.  For 
the  wall  Mr.  Mason  proposed  the  sign  pP^|,  and  for  a  sacrifice 
jLJ_.  In  order  to  make  the  signs  apply  to  America  several  addi- 
tions would  have  to  be  made.  To  supply  the  want  of  a  sign  for 
an  ossuary,  the  symbol  grave  is  taken  with  a  plus  in  the  centre. 
A  tribal  lodge  is  indicated  by  the  six-pointed  star  with  a  plus 
inclosed;  an  animal  mound  by  the  mound  sign  with  the  plus 
inclosed.  Mr.  Mason  concluded  by  urging  geologists  of  the 
National  Surveys  and  others  to  give  a  portion  of  their  leisure  to 
the  location  and  description  of  the  antiquities  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Powell  followed  with  remarks  on  the  very  little  know- 
ledge that  could  be  gathered  from  relics;  and  Mr.  Gill  on  the 
information  to  be  derived  from  animal  remains. 


105th  Meeting.  April  22,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
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I  Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  read  a  paper  on 

THE  TEMPERATURE  OF  SPAOE. 

Mr.  Taylor  remarked  that,  although  this  title  was  derived  from 
the  illustrious  Fourier,  and  was  in  general  use,  it  was  obviously 
Dotverj  accurate;  and  that  perhaps  the  designation  ''star-heat" 
would  be  less  objectionable,  as  being  the  nearest  analogue  to 
star-light 

Fourier  supposed  that  this  temperature  could  not  be  much 
less  than  the  coldest  degree  observed  in  polar  regions,  and  esti- 
mated it  at  — bS"^  F.  PoissoN,  following  in  his  track,  adopted 
essentially  the  same  views  and  the  same  estimate ;  suggesting, 
however,  that  in  the  course  of  one  million  years  the  solar  system 
might  have  passed  from  an  external  temperature  of  +100°  C.  to 
that  of  — 100°  C.  —  a  demonstrably  impossible  occurrence. 
PoniLLET  (in  1838)  estimated  the  ''temperature  of  space  at 
—224°  F.  Hopkins  (in  1855)  placed  this  temperature  as  high 
18 — 39^  F.  And  Sir' John  Hersohel  (in  1857)  made  an  esti- 
mate somewhat  lower  than  that  of  Pouillet,  or  — 239°  F. 

Eminent  as  these  names  are,  their  results  are  very  discordant, 
aod  are  all  based  on  assumptions  of  great  improbability.  Remem- 
bering our  own  equatorial  "snow-line,"  and  our  tropical  ice- 
doads,  at  no  greater  elevation  than  three  or  four  miles,  it  seems 
quite  incredible  that  in  open  space,  unprotected  by  any  atmo- 
sphere, mercury  could  be  melted  (at  91,000,000  miles)  even  under 
the  direct  blaze  of  the  sun.  And  this  is  about  the  temperature 
isdgned  by  Hopkins  to  star-heat  alone. 

Mr.  Taylor  concluded  that  we  have  really  no  reason  for  sup- 
posing that  the  heat  radiated  to  us  from  the  stars  bears  any 
kigber  ratio  to  the  heat  received  from  the  sun,  than  star-light 
bears  to  sun-light;  and  that  as  the  whole  amount  of  light  received 
from  the  stellar  vault  on  both  hemispheres  does  not  probably 
«ceed  the  ten-millionth  of  that  received  from  the  sun,  the  heat 
being  in  the  same  proportion,  even  Herschel's  estimate  (the 
lowest  here  cited)  must  be  pronounced  enormously  too  high ;  and 
the  star-heai,  commonly  called  the  "temperature  of  space,"  can- 
not be  much  above  the  absolute  zero. 

Mr.  Newoomb  followed  with  some  remarks,  concurring  in  these 
views. 
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Further  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Hbnbt. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  made  a  commanication  on 

MONOCLINAL  EIDQES, 

of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract. 

(abbtbact.) 

Throughout  the  Rocky  Mountain  region  there  are  many  con- 
spicuous topographic  features  found  on  the  flanks  of  great  ranges 
and  elsewhere,  known  as  monoclinal  ridges.  Such  a  ridge  is 
composed  of  beds  dipping  in  one  direction.  On  the  face  of  the 
ridge  the  escarped  edges  of  the  beds  are  exhibited.  On  the  back 
of  the  ridge,  the  highest  geological  bed  is  found,  and  often  the 
slope  of  the  back  conforms  more  or  less  to  the  dip  of  the  beds. 
But  where  the  dip  is  great,  the  higher  beds  are  bevelled  toward 
the  summit  of  the  ridge ;  where  the  dip  is  small  the  higher  beds 
are  cut  through  at  the  foot  of  the  slope,  so  that  lower  beds  are 
revealed,  especially  in  the  gulches. 

In  any  region  where  the  beds  involved  are  stratified  and  dis- 
placement is  by  flexure,  and  upheaval  is  faster  than  atmospheric 
degradation,  monoclinal  ridges  appear;  such  ridges  being  com- 
posed of  harder  beds,  while  the  valley  spaces  are  excavated  in 
more  friable  material.  Manifestly,  all  such  ridges  must  face  the 
axis  of  upheaval.  In  somewhat  symmetric  anticlinals  the  series 
of  ridges  appearing  on  one  flank  is  also  seen  on  the  other. 

Here  the  genesis  of  such  ridges  both  in  anticlinal  and  mono- 
clinal flexures  was  explained,  and  the  following  law  was  stated. 
As  upheaval  progresses  pari  passu  with  degradation,  monoclinal 
ridges  recede  from  the  axis  of  upheaval  with  the  increase — in  the 
amplitude  of  the  flexure,  and  new  ridges  may  appear  near  the 
axial  region. 

Mr.  Powell  then  explained  the  effect  faults  have  in  giving 
position  to  the  ridges.  He  first  considered  the  effect  of  a  fault 
at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  upheaval,  and  hence  at  right  angles 
to  the  monoclinal  ridge.  In  such  a  case,  upheaval  is  arrested  on 
one  side  of  the  fault,  but  continues  on  the  other,  both  in  anticlinal 
and  monoclinal  flexures.  In  the  arrested  portion  the  ridges  cease 
to  recede  from  the  axis  of  upheaval,  while  in  the  other  portion 
where  upheaval  goes  on,  the  ridges  continue  to  recede.  By  the 
fracture  the  ridge  is  broken,  and  by  the  recession  of  one  part 
and  non-recession  of  the  other,  the  ridge  is  faulted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  *'  lateral  displacement,'' 
and  such  phenomena  have  thus  been  erroneously  explained. 

The  following  law  was  stated.  Where  a  monoclinal  ridge  is 
broken  and  one  portion  carried  farther  back  from  the  axis  of  up- 
heaval than  the  other,  the  faulting  is  by  vertical  upheaval,  though 
the  ridges  appear  to  be  horizontally  displaced. 
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Mr.  Powell  then  explained  the  effect  of  a  fault  oblique  to  the 
axis  of  upheaval ;  he  then  explained  the  effect  of  two  oblique 
faults  crossing  each  other,  in  all  these  cases  illustrating  from 
examples  in  nature.  Then  he  further  explained  how  a  ridge  that 
was  simple  togopographicallj  might  be  compound  geologically, 
being  composed  in  different  parts  of  beds  of  different  geological 
horizons. 

In  the  examples  considered,  those  changes  in  monoclinal  ridges 
were  produced  by  faults  transverse  or  oblique  to  the  dip  of  the 
beds  or  the  axis  of  upheaval.  Another  series  .of  changes  are 
produced  by  faults  parallel  or  nearly  so  to  the  axis  of  upheaval. 
On  either  flank  of  an  anticlinal  or  in  a  monoclinal,  there  is  a  belt 
of  dipping  rocks,  which  may  be  denominated  as  the  zone  of  flex- 
ure. It  is  often  observed  in  nature  that  displacement  proceeds 
as  flexure  along  such  a  zone  for  a  time,  and  subsequently  dis- 
placement by  flexure  ceases,  but  is  continued  by  faulting,  so  that 
a  plane  of  fracture  is  found  to  run  along  a  zone  of  flexure.  If 
the  plane  of  fracture  is  on  the  side  of  the  zone  of  flexure  nearer 
the  axis  of  upheaval,  the  ridges  composed  of  beds  of  the  lower 
geological  horizon  are  lost;  if  the  plane  of  fracture  is  on  the  side 
of  the  zone  of  flexure  farther  from  the  axis  of  upheaval,  the 
ridges  composed  of  the  beds  of  the  higher  geological  horizon  dis- 
appear ;  if  the  plane  of  fracture  is  midway  in  the  zone  of  flexure, 
the  middle  ridges  disappear. 

Often  the  plane  of  Iracture  meanders  through  the  zone  of 
flexure  where  the  ridges  are  more  or  less  curved  and  broken,  and 
ridges  that  are  simple  geographically,  are  often  compound  geolo- 
gically. 

All  the  monoclinal  ridges  thus  far  described,  are  Monoolinal 
RiDQEs  OP  Unequal  Degradation  as  distinguished  from  Mono- 
clinal Ridge  op  Displacement.  The  latter  have  a  very  difler- 
ent  genesis  from  the  former.  A  long  fracture  is  produced  in  the 
sedimentary  beds  involved,  and  on  one  side  of  this  line  the  beds 
are  upheaved — tilted  up — so  as  to  produce  a  ridge  with  the  beds 
all  dipping  in  one  direction.  Oflen  such  upheavals  are  of  great 
magnitude,  producing  important  ranges.  Such  a  ridge  is  pro- 
duced directly  by  upheaval,  and  all  ensuing  degradation  serves 
but  to  obscure  the  ridge-like  character  of  the  mass.  Many  of 
the  ranges  of  the  Desert  System  and  Basin  System  are  of  this 
character. 

The  whole  subject  was  illustrated  by  drawings  on  the  black- 
board. 

From  the  facts  presented,  the  following  deductions  were 
drawn : — 

I.  Difsplacement  by  flexure  is  very  alow,  and  where  it  appears 
<u  upheaval  in  relation  to  the  level  of  th£  sea  is  little  faster  than 
^^niospheric  degradation, 

IL  Displacement  by  faulting  is  very  slow,  and  where  it  ap- 
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pears  as  upheaval  it  is  but  liUle  faster  than  atmospheric  degra- 
dation, but  such  faulting  may  be  paroxysmal  aiid  itUermittenl, 

III.  Faults  discovered  by  the  position  of  monoclinal  ridges 
have  been  erroneously  explained  a«  "  lateral  faults.^^  lite 
position  of  the  ridges  is  in  fact  due  to  vertical  faults  by  which 
two  parts  of  the  same  flexure  are  differentiated,  the  region 
having  the  greatest  amplitude  of  flexure  having  its  monoclinal 
ridges  curved  farther  back  from  the  axis  of  upheaval. 

IV.  If  the  rate  of  upheaval  is  greatly  accelerated,  the  rate 
of  degradation  is  greatly  accelerated.  If  in  two  parts  of  an  antir 
elinal  upheaval,  the  one  has  an  upheaval  exhibiting  10,000  feet, 
the  other  ^0,000  feet,  the  latter,  ceteris  paribus,  will  have  a 
general  surface  but  slightly  elevated  above  the  former.  In  other 
u)ords,  the  rate  of  degradation  is  chiefly  determined  by  the  rate 
of  displacement. 

Mr.  C.  E.  DuTTON  complimented  Mr.  Powell  on  the  character 
of  his  work,  and  on  thie  interesting  results  obtained  by  him ;  and 
proceeded  to  remark  on  some  of  the  peculiar  features  of  the  geol- 
ogy exhibited  in  the  Colorado  region.  Not  only  were  these  fea- 
tures on  a  scale  perhaps  nowhere  else  exhibited — as,  for  example, 
in  the  range  of  palpable  denudation  and  erosion,  in  the  channelled 
cafions  extending  for  hundreds  of  miles,  and  as  much  as  a  mile 
deep  or  even  more,  in  the  great  faults  of  several  thousand  feet 
displacement,  reaching  for  several  hundred  miles,  etc. ;  but  the 
features  were  more  exposed  to  observation,  being  less  disguised 
superficially  by  vegetation,  etc ,  as  if  here  the  geologist  had 
fouDd  nature  in  her  nakedness.  Hence  this  great  region  was  pre- 
eminently favorable  to  geologic  study,  and  permitted  results  to 
be  arrived  at  which  elsewhere  would  require  a  far  longer  and 
more  tedious  process  of  exploration. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  remarked  that  the  results  brought  to  view 
by  Mr.  Powell  in  his  extensive  researches  and  ingenious  exposi- 
tions, appeared  indirectly  to  have  quite  an  important  bearing  on 
the  much  disputed  question  of  the  thickness  of  the  earth's  crust 
He  (the  speaker)  had  himself  been  disposed  for  some  time  past 
to  abandon  the  idea  of  a  large  amount  of  solidity  or  rigidity  in 
the  earth,  as  supported  by  the  plausible  mathematical  argument 
of  the  distinguished  physicist  and  mathematician,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
and  to  recur  to  the  earlier  conception  of  a  very  thin  crust  resting 
upon  or  enveloping  a  molten  and  fluid  spheroid.     Every  geologi- 
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cal  coDsideration  with  which  he  was  acquaiated  seemed  to  him 
to  conspire  in  confirming  this  supposition  with  a  cumolative  ag- 
gregate of  force. 

The  single  fact  of  stratigraphical  folds  and  faults  on  so  grand 
a  scale  as  here  displayed,  looked  almost  like  a  crucial  test  of  the 
hypothesis.  That  faults  continuous  for  one  or  two  hundred  miles, 
with  a  throw  amounting  in  some  places  to  several  thousand  feet, 
could  take  place  in  a  solid  mass,  or  even  in  a  terrestrial  crust 
indefinitely  deeper  than  such  amount  of  slip,  seemed  contrary  to 
all  known  principles  of  physics.  As  this  is  a  subject  of  great 
interest  and  of  some  "perplexity,"  Mr.  Tayloh  said  that  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  here  personally  appealing  to  Mr.  Dutton,  as  a 
very  able  supporter  of  the  Hopkins  theory,  to  help  one  of  the 
two  out  of  this  dilemma. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Dutton  replied  that  there  were  subjects  on  which 
he  felt  constrained  to  maintain  a  perfectly  uncommitting  silence ; 
subjects  of  such  intrinsic  difficulty  that  he  could  only  reserve  a 
suspended  judgment  or  conception;  and  he  frankly  admitted  that 
this  matter  of  "  faults"  was  one  of  them.  He  did  not,  however, 
thence  feel  required  to  adopt  an  hypothesis  which  to  him  presented 
many  grave  objections,  and  which  seemed  in  many  other  respects 
so  inadequate.  The  phenomena  of  volcanoes,  for  example,  were, 
he  believed,  generally  held  to  be  quite  insufficiently  explained  by 
a  thin  shell;  while  the  chemical  or  hydrothermal  theory  was  much 
more  satisfactory.  This  was  explained  by  Mr.  Dutton  at  some 
length. 

Mr.  C.  A.  SoHOTT  remarked,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  precession 
of  the  equinoxes  was  an  unquestionable  fact,  and  as  Hopkins 
and  Thomson  had  shown  that  this  was  physically  incompatible 
with  a  fluid  mass  of  rotation  circumscribed  by  a  yielding  shell,  a 
solidified  mass  of  considerable  equatorial  rigidity  seemed  to  be 
necessarily  required,  and  therefore  established. 

Mr.  Taylor  in  reply  said,  that,  first,  with  regard  to  the  subject 
of  volcanoes,  he  thought  that  if  the  assumption  of  a  thin  crust 
did  not  sufficiently  account  for  all  the  phenomena,  it  was  at  least 
not  incompatible  with  them.  Taking,  for  example,  the  difficulty 
often  urged  of  the  great  inequality  of  hydrostatic  column  and 
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pressure  sometimes  exhibited  in  volcanoes  not  very  far  distant 
from  each  other,  he  did  not  see  why  obstructions  or  even  irregalar 
"cellular"  conditions  were  not  quite  as  reconcilable  with  a  thin 
crust,  as  with  a  very  thick  or  solid  one.  He  considered  the 
chemical  and  hydrothermal  theories  as  supported  by  very  slender 
probabilities,  and  as  having  altogether  the  character  of  pro  re 
nata  speculations. 

Secondly,  with  regard  to  the  "precession"  argument,  he  had 
gradually  come  to  the  conviction  that  we  have  not  at  preseut  the 
physical  data  to  permit  a  true  mathematical  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem ;  and  that,  however  refined  and  ingenious  these  attempted 
mathematical  investigations,  they  are  entirely  inconclusive.  This 
appears  to  be  the  judgment  of  Gen.  Barnard  in  his  litemoir  on 
the  subject,  published  in  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  (vol.  19). 
The  argument,  in  short,  when  analyzed,  is  found  to  be  both  irrel- 
evant and  fatally  supererogatory ;  it  proves  entirely  too  much. 
Thus  Sir  William  Thomson,  in  reinforcing  the  view  of  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, requiring  as  a  minimum  thickness  1000  miles,  has  gone 
very  much  further,  and  has  reached  the  conclusion  that  if  the 
earth  were  a  globe  of  solid  steel,  it  would  be  subject  to  solar  and 
lunar  tides,  at  least  half  as  large  as  if  formed  entirely  of  water; 
and  that,  accordingly,  with  even  this  rigidity,  the  precession  and 
nutation  would  not  be  more  than  three-fifths  of  the  amount  re- 
quired by  observation,  which  is  that  due  to  perfect  rigidity.  Is 
not  this  manifestly  an  impossible  condition  f 

Now  it  must  not  be  forgotten  here  that  the  conclusion  reached 
by  Prof.  Thomson  is  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  same  emi- 
nent geometer's  discussion  of  the  present  interior  heat  of  oar 
planet,  in  his  most  able  Memoir  "  On  the  Secular  Cooling  of  the 
Earth,"  published  only  a  year  earlier.  The  truth  is  that  in  any 
very  large  mass  of  matter,  "solidity"  becomes  a  merely  relative 
term — cohesion  exerting  its  bond  only  between  adjacent  molecolef^ 
with  a  fixed  limit  of  force — while  gravity,  the  weakest  of  natural 
forces,  by  pervading  all  thicknesses,  becomes  indefinitely  prepon- 
derant by  mere  accumulation.  The  strongest  steel  wire  has  not 
a  tensile  modulus  of  eighteen  miles  The  dynamic  rigidity  of  a 
rapidly  rotating  planet  therefore,  combined  with  even  a  very  small 
amount  of  internal  friction,  must  be  vastly  greater  than  any  static 
rigidity  of  cohesion  as  known  to  us  could  possibly  be.  An  irreg- 
ular mass  of  granite  as  large  as  our  earth  would  by  "solid  flow" 
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assame  the  spheroidal  form  of  eqailibrium  almost  as  perfectly  and 
as  promptly  as  aa  eqaivalent  mass  of  flaid. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  remarked  that  he  had  stadiously  abstained, 
in  every  communication  he  had  made  to  this  Society  (as  the 
members  will  bear  witness),  from  indulging  in  any  speculations 
of  a  general  or  cosmological  character,  and  had  faithfully  confin#d 
his  remarks  to  a  discussion  of  the  actual  facts  observed,  to  the 
scale  of  the  phenomena  and  of  the  actions  involved,  and  to  the 
length  of  time  necessarily  required  therefor.  On  this  mooted 
question — certainly  not  unimportant  to  geological  principles,  he 
had  secretly  his  own  opinions;  and  if  he  must  "make  a  clean 
breast  of  it,"  he  confessed  that  he  had  been  slowjy  driven  to  the 
conviction  that  the  shell  of  rock  we  stand  and  move  and  live  upon 
was  very  thin ;  he  was  almost  afraid  to  say  how  thin  he  thought 
it.  Perhaps  not  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  feet.  Mr. 
Powell  farther  illustrated  his  idea  bj  the  use  of  the  blackboard. 

Further  discussion  of  the  subject  followed. 


106th  Meeting.  Mat  6,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty  members  and  visitors  present 
Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  preliminary  remarks  on 

THE  USE  or  photography  in  connection  with  the  micrometer 

MEASUREMENT  OF  BLOOD  CORPUSCLES. 

Mr.  Horace  Capron  read  a  paper  on 

JAPAN, 

giving  an  account  of  his  reception,  his  mission  and  its  objects, 
the  development  of  productive  and  industrial  arts  in  that  empire, 
and  the  character  and  habits  of  the  natives. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Alvord,  Hilgard.  and  But- 
ton. 

16 


Digitized  by 


Google 


80  BULLETIN  Of  THK 

Mr.  G.  E.  Gilbert  made  a  communication  on 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  OT  THERMAL  8PRINQS  IN  THE  UNITED  BTATIB. 


107th  Meeting.  May  20,  18T6. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-four  members  and  visitors  present 

Mr.  Joseph  Henry  exhibited  and  described  one  of 

grooke's  radiometers. 

He  had,  however,  only  received  it  the  day  before,  and  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  making  any  experiments  with  it  except 
those  of  the  most  obvious  character.  His  object  in  bringing  it 
forward  at  this  time  was  that  it  would  interest  the  Society,  and 
he  would  probably  be  absent  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
He  thought  Mr.  Crookes,  like  Galvani,  had  commenced  to  in- 
vestigate a  phenomenon  of  which  the  cause  was  easily  recognized, 
and  ended  in  discovering  a  fact  of  great  perplexity,  of  which  the 
rationale,  he  thought,  was  not  readily  understood;  that  it  was 
not  a  case  of  simple  collision  of  elastic  bodies  in  accordance 
with  the  dynamic  theory  of  gases,  since  the  revolution  was  appa- 
rently in  the  wrong  direction. 

Mr.  W.  B  Taylor  remarked  that  in  regard  to  this  very  strik- 
ing experiment,  he  did  not  see  how  there  could  be  any  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  character  of  the  energy  displayed.  All  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  possible  action  of  ''Light"  in  the  case  appeared 
to  him  to  quite  ignore  the  only  just  conception  or  rational  defini- 
tion of  that  agency  admissible — as  the  medium  of  vision.  "  Light" 
is  obviously  a  subjective  or  physiological  phenomenon,  and  not  a 
dynamic  one ;  merely  a  peculiar  impression  of  wave-periodicity 
on  a  highly  specialized  nerve  structure.  And  while  we  have  it6 
various  affections  in  phosphorescence,  fluorescence,  polarization, 
absorption,  and  measure  its  intensity  in  photometry,  yet  these 
effects  all  relate  to,  and  terminate  in,  the  seeing  eye  And  with- 
out an  eye,  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  'Might" 
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The  miDote  wave-motioDs  which  result  from  atomic  periods 
hive,  as  we  all  know,  a  far  wider  range  than  that  recognized  by 
tight;  and  these  wave  motions  are  capable,  as  all  know,  of  ezert- 
iog  a  djoamic  effect  which  may  be  indefinitely  accumalated.  But 
there  is  no  accumalation  of  "light."  Hence,  to  speak  of  the 
"mechanical  equivalent''  of  light,  or  of  determining  the  pressure 
of  a  luminous  ray,  or  of  "  weighing  sunshine,''  is  simply  to  misuse 
words,  and  to  confound  incongruotts  ideas. 

As  to  the  interpretation  of  this  curious  and  undoubtedly  ab- 
struse phenomenon,  Mr.  Taylor  thought  it  to  be  tolerably  well 
established  that  neither  attenuated  air-currents,  nor  evaporation, 
nor  "electricity"  had  any  agency  in  the  ease;  but  that  the  ex- 
planation given  by  Prof.  Dewar,  of  Edinburgh,  and  by  Mr. 
Stoney,  was  undoubtedly  the  true  one,  namely,  that  the  blackened 
side  of  the  disks  absorbing  more  heat-motion  than  the  unblack- 
ened  side,  communicated  more  reactionary  motion  to  the  ex- 
tremely rarefied  air  in  the  small  glass  chamber.  Mr.  Crookeb 
Qudoubtedly  deserved  great  credit  for  the  ingenuity  and  patience 
displayed  in  varying  and  testing  the  experiments.  The  name 
"radiometer,"  however,  he  thought  unhappily  chosen,  as  it  sug- 
gested or  countenanced  the  idea  that  the  vanes  were  acted  upon 
by  the  impulsion  of  radiation;  whereas  the  instrument  was  really 
a  differential  absorption-scope. 

Mr.  S.  Newcomb  suggested  that  this  part  of  the  question  could 
very  easily  be  tested  by  arresting  the  motion  of  the  vanes  (either 
by  a  strong  magnet  or  otherwise),  throwing  a  strong  beam  of 
radiant  heat  upon  the  blackened  disk,  then  suddenly  cutting  off 
entirely  the  source  of  radiation  and  removing  the  detent,  to  ob- 
•er?e  whether  any  motion  occurred.  If  it  should,  thei> evidently 
this  could  not  be  the  effect  of  direct  impulse  or  momentum  from 
the  radiation. 

As  to  the  explanation  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  speaker 
understood  that  Mr.  Stoney's  theory,  as  set  forth  in  the  Philo- 
lophical  Magazine  for  March  and  April  last,  involved  a  reaction 
between  the  heated  disk  and  the  side  of  the  glass  chamber,  through 
the  medium  of  the  residual  air;  this  reaction  commencing  when 
the  air  becomes  so  rare  that  the  molecules  rebounding  from  the 
lurface  of  the  vane  reach  the  enclosing  chamber  without  meeting 
other  molecules.     If  this  explanation  be  correct,  it  would  follow 
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that  in  a  yacunm  chamber,  above  a  certain  size,  the  balance  disk- 
arms  should  not  revolve  without  increasing  the  rarefaction. 

Mr.  Tatlob  replied  that  he  so  understood  Mr.  Stonst's  expo- 
sition, though  he  had  neglected  to  state  it  fully. 

Mr.  F.  F.  JuDD  made  a  communication  on 

THB  ADIRONDAOK  WATE&-SHED, 

referring  particularly  to  the  transformation  of  the  lakes  of  that 
region  into  reservoirs,  thus  checking  the  spring  freshets  in  the 
Hudson  River  and  its  tributaries,  and  providing  a  supply  of  water 
in  the  season  of  droughts. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  HiLaARD,  by  Mr.  Holden  in  refer- 
ence to  a  Report  made  by  Maj.  Fabquhar,  of  the  IT.  S.  Engi- 
neers, on  similar  measures  for  the  Mississippi  River,  and  by  Mr. 
Abbe  on  the  constructions  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  Rhine 
and  other  European  rivers. 

Mr.  F.  V.  Greene  read  a  paper  on 

THE  DEVIATIONS  OF  THE  PLUMB-LINE  A8  DETERMINED  IN  THB 
SURVEY  or  THE  49TH  PARALLEL  OV  LATITUDE. 

(7%if  paper  it  published  in  /nil  in  No.  XL,  of  th€  Printed  Papers  of  the 
Easayons  Club  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers.) 

(▲B8TBA0T.) 

The  object  of  this  paper  was  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the 
discrepancies  between  the  astronomical  and  geodetic  determina- 
tion of  points  on  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude;  and  it  was  illus- 
trated by  maps  and  diagrams  showing  the  topography  and  geology, 
and  the  deviation  at  each  station. 

This  parallel  (the  International  Boundary  line)  was  determined 
and  marked  for  853  32  miles,  from  the  Lake  of  tne  Woods  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains :  the  basis  of  the  determination  rested  on  47 
astronomical  stations,  at  each  of  which  the  latitude  was  observed 
with  the  Zenith  Telescope.  Adjacent  astronomical  stations  were 
connected,  and  intermediate  points  of  the  parallel  determined, 
by  the  method  of  "tangents  and  oflfeets."  These  operations  were 
explained  suflBciently  in  detail  to  show  that  the  greatest  uncer- 
tainty in  the  astronomical  and  geodetical  determinations  at  any 
one  point  could  not  exceed  40  feet,  or  0".4.  Yet  the  observed 
discrepancies  had  an  average  value  of  2'M5,  a  maximum  of  7''. 28 
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and  a  minimam  of  0'M5.  The  first  and  last  stations  differed  by 
0".05.    The  extreme  range  of  all  the  stations  was  13".89. 

An  effort  was  then  made  to  see  bow  far  these  discrepancies 
coald  be  accoanted  for  by  the  local  attractions  of  irregular  masses 
above  the  surface  of  the  earth  in  the  vicinity. 

The  formals  given  by  Clarke  in  the  **  Principal  Triangnlation 
of  the  Ordnance  Survey"  were  applied  in  connection  with  con- 
toured maps,  to  calculate  the  deflections  due  to  the  superlncum- 
bent  masses. 

The  difference  between  the  observed  and  calculated  deflections 
had  an  average  value  of  l''.4T;  i.  e.  ^bout  two-thirds  of  the 
observed  deflection  could  not  be  accounted  for  by  the  topography 
and  must  be  due  to  causes  underground. 

General  geological  maps  were  also  exhibited,  and  it  was  sug- 
gested that  a  large  and  quite  regular  deviation  at  all  the  stations 
for  150  miles  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Red  River  was  due  to  the 
difference  in  density  of  the  secondary  and  tertiary  formations 
crossing  the  line,  obliquely,  in  that  neighborhood. 

A  short  statement  of  the  history  of  investigations  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  its  bearing  on  the  determination  of  the  figure  of  the 
earth,  concluded  the  paper. 

Mr.  HiLGARD  spoke  of  the  large  deviations  found  near  the 
Pacific  coast  in  the  operations  of  the  TJ.  S.  Coast  Survey. 


IOSth  Msbtino.  Junb  3,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-five  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr  E.  P.  Lull  gave  an  account  of  the  country  traversed  by 
the  late  expedition  under  his  command  for  the  investigation  of 
the  route  for 

THE  INTBROCIANIO  OANAL  THROUGH  NIOA&AOUA. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  read 

A  BIOQRAPHIOAL  NOTICE  OT  MR.  A.  R.  MARVINE. 
(TTkis  notice  if  pMiihed  in  Appendix  X  o/ihie  BulUiin,) 

Mr.  T.  N.  OiLL,  in  behalf  of  a  committee  appointed  for  the 
parposCi  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
ttoosly  adopted. 
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Whereas,  Arohibald  B.  Marvins,  late  a  member  of  the  Phi* 
losopbical  Society  of  WashingtOD,  has  been  taken  from  us  bj 
death,  and 

WhereaSf  Our  late  associate  by  thorough  preparation,  industry, 
and  ability  had,  though  young,  made  interesting  and  valuable 
contributions  to  human  knowledge  by  original  research  in  geol- 
ogy, and  thus  ga?e  promise  of  a  fruitful  scientific  career : 

Resolved,  That  we  mourn  his  death  as  a  loss  to  our  Society 
and  to  the  scientific  world. 

Re8ol\)ed,  That  we,  as  members  of  this  Society,  tender  to  his 
family  our  sympathy  with  them  in  their  sorrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to 
his  family  by  the  Secretary. 


109th  Meeting.  Junb  IT,  1876. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 

Twenty  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  Chair  announced  the  election  of  Mr.  C.  Abbe  as  Treasurer 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Parker,  resigned,  and  of  Mr.  Asaph  Hall 
and  Mr.  M.  C.  Meiqs  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  General  Committee 
occasioned  by  the  resignations  of  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Dutton. 

Mr.  Thomas  Antisell,  by  request,  gave  an  account  of  his 
yisit  to  Japan,  describing  the  geographical  and  geological  fea- 
tures of  those  islands,  their  meteorology  and  climate,  the  origin 
and  ethnology  of  the  people,  their  history  and  social  condition^ 
their  occupations  and  progress  in  industrial  arts. 


110th  Meeting.  Ootober  T,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-one  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  some  preliminary  remarks  on 

"  FORCE  and  momentum," 

and  on  a  system  of  measures  depending  on  the  earth's  polar  radiaa. 
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A  conversational  discnssion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Mabon^ 
Woodward,  Hilgard,  and  Taylor  participated. 

Mr.  £.  S.  HoLDEN  spoke  of  observations  of  the  snn  at  the  U. 
S.  Naval  Observatory  in  search  of  the  supposed  interior  planet 
Ynlcan.  These  were  made  for  three  successive  days,  chiefly  with 
the  comet-seeker,  occasionally  with  the  nine-inch  refractor,  but 
irithoat  success. 

Messrs.  Newcomb  and  Taylor  discussed  the  theory  of  Yulcan, 
tnd  the  probabilities  of  the  existence  of  such  a  planet. 

Mr.  Joseph  Henry  described  recent  experiments  under  the 
directioQ  of  the  U.  S.  Lighthouse  Board,  particularly  on  the 
combination  of  sounds  produced  by  two  syrens  of  the  same  pitch, 
md  which  were  heard  at  a  much  greater  distance  than  one  alone; 
&Dd  the  construction  of  a  buoy  so  as  to  give  sounds  by  the  force 
of  the  waves. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  spoke  of  the  requirement  by  geologists  of 
more  time,  less  thickness  of  the  earth's  crust,  and  more  contrac* 
tioQ  than  physicists  were  ready  to  allow. 

Messrs.  Nbwoomb,  Hilgard,  I^aylor,  and  Gill  participated 
io  the  discussion  which  followed. 


111th  Meeting.  October  21,  1876. 

Vice-President  Weluno  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty-two  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  £.  B.  Elliott  made  some  remarks  on 

MONETARY  STANDARDS ; 

irferring  to  recent  action  of  Prance,  Germany,  Austria,  and 
Spain,  in  limiting  the  coinage  of  silver,  and  restricting  the  use 
rf  tilver  coins  mainly  to  a  subsidiary  currency. 

Some  discussion  followed,  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  largo 
uiooDt  of  silver  required  by  Germany  at  the  present  time,  in 
which  Messrs.  Abbe,  Newoomb,  and  Welling  participated. 
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112th  Mbbting.  Sixth  Annual  Meeting.  Novembee4,  1876. 

Vice-President  Hilgard  in  the  Chair. 

Twenty-two  members  present. 

The  election  of  Lieut.  Commander  Francis  M.  Green,  U.  S. 
Navy,  as  a  member  of  the  Society,  was  announced,  and  the 
names  of  members  elected  since  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read. 

The  following  officers  of  the  Society  were  elected  for  the  ensu- 
ing year : — 

President,  Joseph  Henry. 

Vice-PresiderUs,  J.  K.  Barnes,  W.  B.  Taylor, 
J.  B.  Hilgard,  J.  C.  Weluno. 

TYeasurer,  Cleveland  Abbe. 

Secretaries,  J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  N.  Gill. 

MBMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

S.  F.  Baird,  S.  Newoomb, 

B.  B.  Elliott,  0.  M.  Pob, 

Asaph  Hall,  C.  A.  Schott, 

N.  S.  Lincoln,  J.  M.  Toner, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 


113th  Meeting.  November  18,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-one  members  and  visitors  present 

The  election  of  Mr.  Lester  F.  Ward  as  a  member  of  th« 
Society  was  announced. 

The  President  presented  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  a  speci- 
men of  fire-proof 

PAPER  BfADE  OF  ASBESTOS. 
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He  also  had  read  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Chables  G.  Bosa- 
NEB,  of  Yevay,  Switzerland  Co.,  Indiana,  describing  a  remarkable 

BHOWEB  Of  THE  BOOKT-MOUNTAIN  GBABSHOPPEBS, 

Caloptenu8  spretus^  and  Caloptenus  femur' rubrum,  at  that 
place  on  the  13th  of  November  last  at  6^  P.  M.,  continuing  till 
8  P.  M.  They  came  in  immense  numbers,  filling  the  air  and 
covering  the  ground,  in  some  places  densely,  adhering  tenaciously 
to  clothing  on  which  they  lighted,  but  not  lodging  on  trees  or 
shrubbery. 

He  speaks  of  the  day  as  having  been  one  of  unusual  mildness 
for  this  season  of  the  year.  The  wind  oscillated  between  the 
southwest  and  west,  with  a  velocity  of  two  to  three  miles  an 
hour ;  at  9  P.  M.  blowing  in  moderate  gusts  from  the  west. 


Mr.  Gill  recognized  a  specimen  presented  as  a  CaloptenuB 
spretu8. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication  on 

MUTUAL  BBLATIONS  Of  GOLD  AND  SILYEB,  AND  Of  PBI0B8  Of 
00MM0DITIB8 ; 


presenting  the  following  table,  condensed  from  the  **  London 
Economist,"  giving  the  wholesale  prices  in  gold  of  leading  com- 
modities in  London  and  Manchester  at  different  epochs  compared 
with  the  average  price  in  1845  to  1860,  just  prior  to  the  discovery 
and  full  working  of  the  gold  mines  of  California  and  Australia. 


The  commodities  were : 


No.  1.  Coffee. 
2-5.  Sugar. 

6.  Tea. 

7.  Tobacco. 
9.  Wheat. 

10-13.  Bntohera'Meat. 
15.  Colton. 


16.  Silk,  raw. 


No.  17,  18.  Flax  &  Hemp. 
19-22.  Sheep's  Wool. 

24.  Indigo. 
25-27.  Oils. 
28,29.  Timber. 

30.  Tallow. 

31.  Leather. 


No.  34.  Copper. 
35,  36.  Iron. 

37.  Lead. 

39.  Tin. 

42.  Cotton  Wool. 
(Pemambnco  onlj). 

43.  Cotton  Yarn. 
44,  45.  Cotton  Cloth. 
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Comparative  SUUemerU  of  Wholesale  Prices  in  London  and 
Manchester  for  a  series  of  years,  to  wit:  The  averages  for 
the  six  years  1845-50,  and  selected  years  from  1851  to  Jan. 
1st,  1876,  from  the  '*  London  Economist,^^  under  the  head  of 
Commercial  History  and  Review,  March  11th,  1876,  page  37. 


Total  Iiioix  No. 

PaOPOBTIOirATI  ll«l 

compared  witkthftt 
for  1S4^1850. 

1845-50. 

6  jeara'  arerage. 

2200. 

100. 

1851. 

1  Jannarj. 

2293. 

104.2 

1853. 

1  Jalj. 

2361. 

107.3 

1867. 

1  Jul/. 

2996. 

136.2 

1858. 

1  Jannarj. 

2612. 

118.7 

1865. 

1  January. 

3576. 

162.6 

1866. 

1  Jannarj. 

3567. 

162.0 

1867. 

1  Jannarj. 

3024. 

137.6 

1868. 

1  Jannarj. 

2682. 

121.9 

1869. 

1  Jannarj. 

2666. 

121.2 

1870. 

1  Jannarj. 

2682. 

122.2 

1871. 

1  Jannarj. 

2590. 

117.7 

1872. 

1  Jannarj. 

2835. 

128.9 

1873. 

1  Jannarj. 

2947. 

134.0 

1873. 

1  Jnlj. 

2914. 

132.5 

1874. 

1  Jannarj. 

2891. 

131.4 

1874. 

1  Jnlj. 

2779. 

126.3 

1875. 

1  Jannarj. 

2778. 

126.3 

1875. 

1  Jnlj. 

2692. 

122.4 

1876. 

1  Jannarj. 

2711. 

123.2 

The  table  shows  an  increase  in  1858  of  18  or  19  per  cent;  in 
1868, 1869, 1870,  and  1871,  years  of  minimam  prices,  an  increase 
of  from  18  to  22  per  cent.;  in  1875,  another  year  of  minimam 
prices,  an  increase  of  22  to  23  per  cent,  above  the  average  prices 
in  1845-1850.  In  some  intervening  years  there  were  remarkable 
fluctuations  upwards,  notably  in  1857,  1865,  1866,  and  1873. 

Mr.  Elliott  argued  that  these  fluctuations  were  chiefly  changes 
in  the  values  of  commodities  due  to  excessive  speculative  activity, 
while  the  value  of  gold  continued  nearly  uniform,  as  indicated 
by  the  years  of  normal  or  minimum  prices.  He  claimed,  however, 
that  the  rise  from  1845-50  to  1858  was  due  to  the  greatly  in- 
creased production  of  gold,  and  consequent  diminution  of  its  valoe. 

He  gave  also  a  comparison  of  the  relative  prices  of  gold  and 
silver,  showing  a  relative  advance  of  the  latter  from  1845-50  to 
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1859  of  abont  5  per  cent.,  a  retarn  to  the  same  valne  in  18T3,  and 
then  a  decline,  very  largely  augmented  in  1875  and  1876,  and 
reaching  a  minimum  price  in  July,  1876,  of  abont  79  per  cent., 
compared  with  the  relatiye  value  in  1845-50,  being  a  decline  of 
21  per  cent,  from  that  value.  From  that  point,  however,  it  has 
again  advanced,  so  that  at  the  present  time  the  relative  value  of 
silver  to  gold  is  only  10^  per  cent,  below  that  of  1845-50. 

Mr.  Emil  Bessels  made  a  communication  on 

THE  LATE  ENGLISH  POLAR  EXPEDITION, 

showing  the  positions  reached,  the  temperatures,  limits  of  ice  and 
open  water  observed,  and  comparing  them  with  the  resnlts  of  other 
expeditions.  He  demonstrated  that  the  meteorological  features 
exhibited  at  the  winter-quarters  of  the  Englishmen  were  anoma- 
lous, and  gave  some  results  of  investigations  unpublished  yet, 
being  on  the  change  of  the  temperatnre  of  the  air  with  the  lati- 
tude. He  dwelt  especially  on  the  tides,  stating  that  the  tidal 
wave  reaching  the  winter-quarters  of  the  "Alert"  and  "Discov- 
ery" is  not  the  Pacific  wave,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  Captain 
Nabes,  but  one  of  different  origin. 

Mr.  Dall  stated  that,  if  the  assertion  of  Houghton,  who  had 
examined  the  tidal  records  of  the  English  exploring  vessels  at 
Point  Barrow,  was  correct,  the  tides  there  were  of  a  simple  semi- 
diurnal character  and  quite  different  from  those  of  Behring  Sea 
or  of  the  northwest  coast  of  America.  He  considered  it  probable 
that  the  Arctic  basin  to  the  westward  of  the  Parry  Archipelago 
has  a  tide  of  its  own,  which,  however,  was  not  to  be  confounded 
with  that  experienced  by  the  Arctic  explorers  to  the  eastward, 
and  which  Dr.  Bessels  had  very  clearly  shown  to  be  derived  from 
the  North  Atlantic  wave,  and  in  all  probability  propagated 
around  the  northern  coast  of  Greenland.  The  speaker  considered 
it  as  almost  certain  that  no  tidal  wave  was  propagated  northward 
through  the  shallow  strait  of  Behring ;  particularly  as  the  obser- 
vations at  St.  Paul  Island  and  in  Norton  Sound  indicated  that 
Behring  Sea  itself  has  a  peculiar  tide  which  is  distinct  from  that 
observed  to  the  southward  of  the  Aleutian  Islands. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$0  BULLETIN  or  THE 

114th  Meeting.  Deoembeb  2,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair.  / 

Forty-two  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Mr.  David  Smith,  Engineer  U.  S.  Navy,  and 
Mr.  Marcus  Baker,  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  as  members  of 
the  Society,  was  announced. 

Mr.  Garriok  Mallert  read  a  paper  on 

A  calendar  of  the  DAKOTA  INDIANS. 

{A  pkotolithograph  of  the  Chart  exhibited,  with  a  detailed  description  and 

translation,  is  to  be  publislied  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  C/,  S,  Geological  and 

Geographical  Survey  of  the  Territories,  vol.  ill.  No.  1,  in  press.) 

(abstract.) 

Painted  narratives  of  tribal  and  personal  events,  delineated  by 
representations  of  men  and  animals  and  other  figures,  on  hides 
or  bark,  are  common  among  the  nomadic  tribes  of  North 
America.  The  Eastern  Algonquins  also  used  "  wampum,"  an 
arrangement  of  stringed  beads  fashioned  from  shells  of  different 
colors,  to  note  battles,  treaties,  dnd  other  occurrences  of  moment, 
their  devices  being  generally  mnemonic  only,  and  seldom  sym- 
bolic. The  Pueblos  figured  their  histories  on  tablets  of  wood ; 
and  the  Aztecs  and  Toltecs  have  left  elaborate  records  in  pic- 
ture writing.  It  is,  however,  submitted  that  in  the  similar  pro- 
ductions of  all  of  these  peoples,  before  discovered,  the  obvious 
intent  was  either  historical  or  biographical,  that  is,  to  chronicle 
events  as  such,  and  there  was  no  apparent  design  to  symbolize 
occurrences  selected  without  reference  to  their  intrinsic  impor- 
tance or  connection  with  each  other,  but  merely  because  tbey  oc- 
curred within  successive  intervals  of  time,  and  to  arrange  them 
in  an  orderly  form,  specially  convenient  for  use  as  a  calendar  and 
valuable  for  no  other  purpose.  The  chart  now  exhibited  appears 
to  be  an  attempt,  before  unsuspected,  on  the  part  of  the  North- 
western Indians,  to  form  for  themselves  a'  system  of  chronology 

The  copy  brought  by  the  writer  from  the  Sioux  country  in 
November,  1876,  is  in  two  colors,  black  and  red,  the  symbols 
covering  a  yard  square  of  cloth,  and  purports  to  be  a  fac-siroile 
of  the  original,  which  was  drawn  by  and  is  believed  to  be  still 
in  the  possession  of  Lone  Dog,  an  aged  Indian  belonging  to 
the  Yanktonai  tribe  of  the  Dakotas,  who,  in  the  autumn  of  1876, 
was  near  Fort  Peck,  Montana  Territory,  and  in  the  then  con- 
dition of  the  region  was  not  directly  accessible.  The  authenticity 
of  the  document  was  verified  by  separate  examination  through 
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different  interpreters  of  the  most  intelligent  Indians  at  Fort 
Rice,  Dakota  Territory,  and  other  posts  and  agencies,  eliciting  a 
nearly  coniplet-e  explanation  of  the  symbols,  and  the  following 
accoant : — Lone  Dog  has  been,  ever  since  his  youth,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  deciding  npon  some  event  or  circumstance 
which  should  distinguish  each  year  as  it  passed,  and  when  such 
decision  was  made,  he  marked  what  was  considered  by  him  its 
appropriate  symbol,  upon  a  buffalo  robe  kept  by  himself  for  the 
purpose,  then  calling  together  a  number  of  the  Dakotas,  without 
regard  to  tribes,  explained  to  them  the  symbol,  and  what  it  repre- 
sented. This  was  done  annually  and  formally,  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  robe  was  also  at  other  convenient  times  exhibited 
to  other  Indians,  who  were  thus  taught  the  meaning  and  use  of 
the  signs  as  designating  the  years.  The  copy  actually  discovered 
was  obtained  from  Basil  Clement,  a  half-breed  interpreter,  living 
in  1876  at  Little  Bend  near  Fort  Sully,  D.  T.,  and,  it  is  under- 
stood, is  a  duplicate  of  a  copy,  taken  in  1870  or  1871  from  Lone 
Dog's  tribe,  of  its  condition  at  that  time.  This  copy  the  writer 
was  informed  was  in  the  possession  of  Blue  Thunder,  a  member 
of  the  Blackfoot  tribe  of  the  Dakotas,  who  was  in  October,  1876, 
at  Standing  Rock  agency,  D.  T. 

The  symbols  on  the  chart  are  seventy-one  in  number,  and 
designate  the  seventy-one  years,  commencing  with  the  winter  of 
A.  D.  1799-1800.  It  is  not  yet  ascertained  whether  Lone  Dog 
had  a  predecessor  in  his  work  from  whom  he  received  the  earlier 
Bjmbols,  or  whether  the  essay  at  chronological  tables  beiug  first 
started  when  he  reached  manhood,  he  gathei*ed  the  traditions  from 
bis  elders,  and  himself  distinguished  by  signs  a  number  of  years 
then  past. 

A  suspicion  naturally  arises  that  intercourse  with  missionaries 
iDd  other  whites  first  gave  the  Dakotas  some  idea  of  dates,  and 
awakened  in  them  a  sense  of  want  in  that  direction.  The  fact 
that  the  calendar  begins  with  a  time  nearly  identical  with  the 
first  year  of  the  present  century  by  our  computation,  may  be 
doe  to  such  influence,  or  may  be  a  mere  coincidence.  If  mis- 
sionaries or  traders  started  any  plan  of  chronology,  it  is  remark- 
able that  they  did  not  suggest  one  similar  to  that  common  among 
themselves,  that  is,  by  counting  in  numbers  backward  and  for- 
ward from  an  era.  The  chart,  however,  shows  nothing  of  this 
nature.  The  earliest  symbol  merely  represents  the  killing  of  a 
small  number  of  Dakotas  by  their  enemies,  an  event  of  frequent 
recurrence,  and  neither  so  momentous  nor  interesting  as  many 
others  of  the  seventy-one  recorded,  more  than  one  of  which, 
indeed,  might  well  have  been  selected  as  a  notable  fixed  point, 
before  and  after  which  simple  arithmetical  notation  could  have 
been  used  to  mark  the  years.  The  plan  actually  adopted,  to 
individualize  each  year  by  a  specific  recorded  symbol  or  year- 
totem,  according  to  the  decision  of  a  single  designated  officer  and 
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his  BQCcessors,  whereby  coofusion  was  preyented,  was  both 
original  and  ingenioos,  showing  more  of  scientifie  method  thto 
has  often  been  attributed  to  the  nomadic  tribes.  This  is  tlso 
tme  of  the  practical  arrangement,  by  which  the  distinctly  sept- 
rate  characters  follow  from  right  to  left  in  an  oatward  spinl, 
starting  from  a  central  point,  allowing  every  date  to  be  deter- 
mined by  counting  backward  or  forward  from .  any  other  that 
might  be  known,  yet  wholly  dispensing  with  the  use  of  namben 
to  note  the  years.  It  seems  nn likely  that  this  device,  so  different 
from  that  used  by  the  whites,  should  have  been  prompted  bj 
them. 

A  number  of  the  designs  on  the  chart  are  purely  arbitran, 
but  the  greater  part  are  graphic  illustrations,  which,  indeed,  are 
used  whenever  the  nature  of  the  event  allowed.  The  appearance 
of  the  smallpox  (in  1801),  represented  by  a  man  figure  covered 
with  red  blotches ;  the  first  capture  of  wild  horses  (in  1812),  bj 
a  lasso  ;  the  great  meteoric  shower  of  Nov.  12,  1833.  and  several 
other  symbols,  are  so  suggestive  as  not  to  require  any  assistance 
in  their  interpretation.  In  the  method  of  selecting  occurrences 
it  is  clear  that  the  criterion  was  not  their  own  iniportance,  but 
their  character  for  incident  or  particularity  in  connection  also 
with  notoriety.  A  good  example  is  in  the  signs  for  1806  and 
1808.  In  the  first,  an  Arickaree  is  killed  by  a  Sioux  as  he  is  in 
the  act  of  shooting  an  eagle,  and  in  the  lalter  the  Sioux  who 
killed  him  is  himself  killed  by  the  Arickarees.  War  then  raging 
between  the  Dakotas  or  Sioux,  and  several  tribes,  doubtless 
many  on  both  sides  were  killed  in  ^ach  of  these  years ;  bat  there 
was  some  incident  and  probably  much  gossip  about  the  Ree,  who 
was  shot,  just  when  in  fancied  security  he  was  bringing  down 
an  eagle,  and  whose  death  was  avenged  by  his  brethren  the 
second  year  afterwards:  hence  the  selection  of  these  trivial  occur- 
rences. It  would,  indeed,  have  been  impossible  to  have  graphi- 
cally distinguished  by  separate  signs  the  many  battles,  treaties, 
stampedings  of  horses,  eventful  hunts,  etc.,  so  most  of  them 
were  omitted,  and  other  commonly  known  incidents,  of  greater 
individuality,  and  better  adapted  for  portrayal,  were  often  taken 
for  the  calendar,  though  they  were  of  absolutely  no  national 
or  tribal  consequence.  A  notable  feature  of  the  chart  is  the 
effort  of  the  author  to  make  each  symbol,  emblem,  or  character 
distinguishable  from  all  the  others ;  and  he  is  nnsnccessfal  in  but 
two  instances,  while  even  in  those  the  error  appears  due  to  the 
copyist.  This  feature  is  not  observed  in  the  pictured  histories 
or  biographies  found,  in  which  repetitions  both  of  figures  and 
subjects  are  frequent. 


Mr.  HiLOARD  remarked  on  the  custom,  even  in  the  most  highly 
civilized  nations,  of  fixing  dates  by  special  or  notable  events. 
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Mr.  Powell  referred  to  historical  charts  among  the  Pueblos, 
the  interpretations  of  some  portions  having  been  confirmed  by 
Spanish  annals.  Pictorial  writings  have  been  discovered  in  Mex- 
ico and  South  America;  and  Schoolobaft  has  published  such 
writings,  found  among  the  Indians  of  North  America.  Mr. 
Powell  spoke  of  the  mythological  character  of  all  these  writings, 
and  the  absence  of  anything  mythological,  except  in  one  instance 
in  the  drawings  exhibited  by  Mr.  Mallert.  From  his  observa- 
tioDs  of  Indian  custom  he  did  not  understand  how  there  could 
be  so  many  symbols  for  names  of  individuals,  nor  the  picturing 
of  the  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  in  1869  as  it  actually  appears, 
instead  of  the  usual  mythological  representation  of  a  monster 
devouring  the  sun. 

Mr.  Abbe  remarked  that  he  must  differ  from  Mr.  Powell's 
opinion  that  it  is  improbable  that  any  Indians  would  depict  the 
solar  eclipse  of  1869  by  any  other  than  a  mythological  symbol. 
He  himself  had  in  August  of  that  year  led  a  party  of  seven  young 
men  to  Fort  Dakota,  or  Sioux  Falls  City,  in  order  to  observe 
that  eclipse,  which  purpose  was  successfally  accomplished. 

During  their  week's  stay  at  that  place  they  had  explained  the 
eclipse  to  numerous  Sioux,  and  probably  an  hundred  of  those 
Indians  had  occasion  to  realize  that  white  men  knew  of  the  ap- 
proaching event,  and  that  to  them  the  phenomenon  was  no  mys- 
tery. On  the  day  itself  a  party  of  six  or  seven  warriors  lingered 
about  the  camp  until  the  progress  of  the  eclipse  became  evident 
to  the  naked  eye,  when,  all  their  doubts  being  dispelled,  they 
departed  with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulder  and  ''Ugh  I  bad  medicine." 

The  eclipse,  as  seen  in  that  high  latitude  and  elevated  region, 
where  the  Dakotas  roam,  was  impressive  and  beautifal  in  the 
highest  degree.  The  stars,  which  were  thus  made  visible  in  the 
daytime,  have  been  deemed  by  the  Indian  chronologist  worthy 
of  marking  the  year  1869. 

Mr.  Abbe  further  remarked  that  the  whole  of  this  Dakota 
record  seemed  to  him  to  be  eminently  practical  and  truthful,  and 
free  from  fancy  or  mythology ;  as  we  might,  indeed,  expect  it  to 
be  when  we  consider  that  the  compiler  was  one  of  the  original 
genioses  of  his  race,  an  innovator  upon  the  ordinary  customs  of 
the  Indians,  although  he  may  have  heard  of  similar  representa- 
tions among  the  Aztecs  or  the  whites.     The  meteoric  shower  in 
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1838,  the  comet  or  meteor  in  1821,  the  horseshoes,  lassoes,  dis- 
eases, etc.,  are  here  all  trathfully  presented  in  an  admirable  mat- 
ter-of-fact spirit 

He  expressed  the  hope  that  our  western  explorers  will  spare 
no  pains  to  see  and  examine  the  original  chart,  and  learn  from 
its  possessor  all  thej  can  respecting  its  origin  and  design. 

Mr.  Parker  gave  instances  of  coincidences  of  words,  ideas, 
and  superstitions  of  the  Chinese  and  the  American  Indians,  re- 
marking that  the  investigation  of  such  coincidences  might  lead 
to  conclusions  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Gill  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  chart  exhibited 
should  begin  with  the  year  1800. 

Further  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Oilbert  and  Mr.  Dall. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  made  a  communication  on 

THE  appearance  OT  SATURN'S  RINGS. 

(abstbaot.) 

In  this  paper  Mr.  Hall  gave  some  account  of  the  difficalty 
of  correctly  delineating  the  shadows  and  phenomena  attending 
the  appearance  of  the  rings  of  Saturn.  He  has  observed  the 
satellites  of  this  planet  with  the  26-inch  refractor  of  the  Naval 
Observatory  during  the  summers  of  1875  and  1876;  and  has  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  appearance  of  the  rings  since  Septem- 
ber, 1875.  He  stated  that  he  has  never  seen  the  notch  in  the 
outline  of  the  shadow  of  the  ball  on  the  rings,  which  is  so  marked 
a  feature  in  the  picture  of  this  planet  made  by  Mr.  Trouvelot  at 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  December,  1874.  This  outline  has  always 
appeared  as  having  a  regular  and  continuous  curvature.  Neither 
has  he  ever  seen  the  jagged  appearance  in  the  division  of  the 
rings  near  the  ansae. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  following  phenomena : — 

(1)  Although  the  principal  division  of  the  rings  has  been  easily 
visible  until  the  present  time,  no  other  divisions  have  been  seen. 
Slight  markings  have  been  noticed  in  the  rings,  which  may  be 
caused  by  other  divisions.- 

(2)  The  dusky  ring  has  been  remarkably  bright  during  the 
summer  of  1876. 

(3)  The  convexity  of  the  outline  of  the  shadow  has  always  been 
seen  turned  toward  the  ball  of  the  planet,  and  not  away  from  it, 
as  it  is  usually  drawn.  Thinking  this  to  be  an  illusion,  Mr.  Hall 
has  tried  various  ways  of  dispelling  it,  but  has  never  succeeded* 
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Remarks  on  this  paper  were  made  bj  Mr.  Hiloard  and  Mr. 

HOLDXN. 


115th  Mkbtino.  Deoembeb  16,  1876. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-seven  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Charles  Abiather  White  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  was  annoauced. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Sylvester,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Institute,  Balti- 
more, made  a  communication  on 

SOME  REGENT  INYESTIOATIONS  ON  THE  THEORY  OF  INYARIANT8, 

giving  an  account  of  what  had  been  done  in  that  special  field  of 
research,  and  of  the  advances  he  himself  had  been  able  to  ac- 
oomplish. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Toner  read  a  paper  on 

THE  BURNINO  OF  THEATRES  AND  PUBLIO  HALLS, 

with  reflections  on  some  of  the  causes  of  the  great  mortality  oc- 
casionally attending  such  fires,  and  suggestions  for  improved 
security  to  life ;  with  a  chronological  list  of  theatres  and  other 
public  edifices  burned. 

{This  paper  haa  6«en  prints  at  a  12mo.  pamphlet,  Washington,  D,  C,  1876. > 
Mr.  E.  S.  HoLDEN  presented  a  paper 

ON    RBFERENOE   OATALOQUES   OF  ASTRONOMICAL  PAPERS  AN1> 
MEMOIRS. 

(▲B8TBA0T.) 

I  have  received  from  my  friend  B.  B.  Knobbl,  Esq.,  F.R.A.S.^ 
of  London,  an  advance  copy  of  his  Reference  Catalogue  of  As- 
tronomical Papers  and  Researches,  reprinted  from  the  Monthly 
Notices  of  the  Royal  Astronomical  Society  for  Nov.  1876,  pp. 
865  et  aeq.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Astronomer* 
and  others  of  the  Society  to  this  paper  on  account  of  its  import- 
ance, but  specially  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  its  accuracy, 
which  I  have  been  able  to  test ;  as  well  as  to  say  a  few  words  od 
Astronomical  Bibliography  in  generaL 
17 
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The  subject  of  Scientific  Bibliography  in  general,  has  receiyed 
much  attention,  and  we  ha\re  now  at  our  command  mauj  works, 
some  of  which  are  of  great  importance. 

In  Astronomy  I  mention  the  more  important  in  order  of  pub- 
lication, omitting  of  course  in  such  an  enumeration  indices  to 
periodical  literature  which  are  published  as  supplements  to  the 
periodicals  in  question,  even  when  they  are  so  valuable  as  the 
indices  to  the  Astronomische  Nachrichten,  the  Coast  ISnrvej  Re- 
ports, etc. 

Weidleb,  J.  F.:  Bibliographia  Astronamica,  etc.     1755.    8?o. 

This  work  was  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  Db  l'Isle  and  is 
dedicated  to  him,  and  it  formed  the  basis  of  the  Bibliography  of 
Lalande.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  method  of  arrangement 
adopted. 

Soheibel,  J.  E.:  Astronomische  Bibliographie.  1st  part  1784, 
2d  part  1786,  3d  part  with  Appendices  to  parts  1  and  2,  1789- 
1798.     8vo. 

I  have  not  seen  this  work,  which  is  not  in  the  library  of  Con- 
gress at  present,  but  from  the  Introduction  to  Lalande's  Biblio- 
graphy I  learn  that  it  had  800  pages  and  extended  only  to  1650, 
and  that  the  notes  accompanying  each  entry  were  very  full.  It 
must  be  quite  complete  to  1650,  for  in  the  year  1591,  in  which 
Lalande  has  three  entries,  Soheibel  has  twenty.  I  infer  it  is 
arranged  chronologically. 

Lalande,  J.  de:  Bibliographie  Astronomique,  etc.    1803.    4to. 

This  work,  in  which  the  bibliographical  part  occupies  above 
600  quarto  pages,  is  founded  on  Weidleb's  book,  already  men- 
tioned. The  titles  are  arranged  chronologically  throughout,  no 
division  into  subjects  being  attempted,  except  in  the  index,  which 
is  arranged  by  subjects,  and  which  could  be  improved.  In  very 
many  cases  Lalande  has  added  to  the  title  an  abstract  of  the 
contents  of  the  book.  Periodicals,  as  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions, for  example,  have  the  separate  volumes  indexed  under 
the  year  in  which  they  were  published. 

Reuss,  J.  D. :    Repertorium   CommentaHonum,  etc.     VoL  V. 
Astronomia.     1804.     4to. 

Reuss  confined  his  work  to  the  indexing  of  the  Transactions 
of  Societies,  but  these  are  catalogued  from  their  commencement 
to  about  1804  (for  Astronomy),  so  that  with  the  Royal  Society's 
Catalogue,  all  Transactions  are  indexed  up  to  1863.  In  Reuss, 
however,  the  arrangement  is  chronological  under  various  topics, 
and  not  by  authors ;  and  some  subjects,  as  Nebula  for  example, 
are  not  given. 
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TouKO,  Thos.  :  A  course  of  Lectures  on  Naiural  Philosophy, 
etc.  2  vols.  1807.  4to.;  Vol.  H.,  pp.  87  to  520,  consists  of  a 
"Systematic  Catalogae  of  Works  relating  to  Natural  Philoso- 
phj  [Astronomy],  etc." 

The  comments  hj  the  distinguished  author  of  this  Bibliography 
▼ill  always  render  this  work  classic.  In  some  of  the  depart- 
ments of  astronomy  the  catalogue  of  53  pages  is  almost  com- 
plete to  1800.  A  most  complete  index  renders  it  easy  of 
consultation. 

SoHNCKE,  L.  A. :  Bihliotheca  nuUhematica :  Verzeichniss  der 
Bucher  uber  .  .  .  Astronomic  welche  in  Deutschland  und 
dem  Auslande  vom  Jahre  1830  bis  1854  erschienen  sind. 
]854.     8yo. 

This  work  is  principally  concerned  with  mathematics,  but  it 
includes  a  section  on  Astronomy  and  Geodesy.  The  order  of 
arrangement  is  alphabetical  by  authors;  books  and  separately 
pablished  memoirs  are  registered  under  authors'  names.  An 
alphabetical  index  of  subjects  is  added,  each  subject  containing 
aathors'  names  and  references  to  the  main  body  of  the  work. 

ScHUHAOHER,  H.  C. :  Catalogue  des  Livres  composant  la  biblio^ 
th^ue  defeu  H,  C.  Schumacher,  Part  I.  [Mathematics,  As- 
tronomy, etc.]     1855.     8vo.,  pp.  147. 

This  is  a  catalogue  of  the  best  astronomical  library  erer  pos- 
sessed by  a  private  individual,  and  is  of  value  in  many  cases. 
Id  this  connection  may  be  mentioned  similar  catalogues  of  the 
libraries  of  astronomers,  prepared  by  the  various  booksellers,  as 
those  of  the  libraries  of  Argblander,  Olufsen,  etc.,  and  also 
the  periodical  subject  catalogues  of  Friedlander,  Asher  &  Co., 
KdHLER  and  others.     These  are  often  quite  full. 

Otto  v.  Struve  :  Caialogus  Librorum  in  Bibliotheca  Speculm 
Pulcovensis.     8vo.     1858. 
This  consists  of  an  elaborate  catalogue  of  all  the  works  con- 
taiaed  in  the  unrivalled  astronomical  library  of  the  Pulkova  Ob- 
lenratory  up  to  1858.     It  comprises — 

Ist.  4118  titles  of  works;  7625  volumes. 

2d.  143  celestial  maps,  charts,  etc. 

3d.  14,634  smaller  works,  or  dissertations. 
In  this  work  the  memoirs  are  arranged  by  subjects  and  chro- 
aologically  in  each  subject,  without  notes.  It  was  edited  by 
Otto  Struve  with  great  care,  and  practically  completes  the  bib- 
liography of  Astronomy,  Mathematics,  Geodesy,  and  allied  sci- 
ences to  the  date  of  publication,  and  will  long  remain  an  acknow- 
ledfl^ed  classic  on  its  subject.  It  is  continued  in  MS.  at  the 
Polkova  Observatory,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a  supplement  shortly. 
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RoTAL  Society  of  London:  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papert 
(1800-1863).  6  vols.  4to.  186T-I872. 
This  catalogue,  which  originated  in  a  commanication  of  Prof. 
Henry  to  the  British  Association  in  1855,  is  intended  to  serve 
as  an  Index  to  the  Titles  and  Dates  of  Scientific  Papers  contained 
in  the  Transactions  of  Societies,  Joarn|kls,  and  other  Periodical 
works  which  have  been  pablished  from  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent century  to  the  end  of  1863.  No  separate  publications,  as 
books,  are  included.  It  is  nnnecessarj  to  say  that  it  is  practically 
indispensable  to  any  course  of  reading.     It  is  to  be  continaed. 

Darboux  and  Houel:   Bulletin  des  Sciences  Mdtfiematiques  et 
Aatronomiques,     Periodical.     8vo. 
This  contains  the  full  titles  of  books  and  memoirs  on  mathe* 
matics  and  astronomy,  and  in  many  cases  most  complete  abstracts 
of  them.     It  is  published  serially  and  still  continues. 

PoooENDORF :  Biographisch-LUerarisches  Handwdrterhuch  zur 
Oeschichte  der  exacten  Wissenschaften,  etc.  2  rols.  8vo. 
1863. 

This  work  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  authors,  and  is  intended 
to  cover  all  the  important  publications  of  each  author,  whether 
published  separately  or  in  the  Transactions  of  Societies.  Far* 
ther,  it  is  intended  to  cover  the  publications  of  the  ancients  as 
well  as  of  the  moderns.  It  is  extremely  valuable  as  an  extension 
of  the  Royal  Society's  Catalogue,  and  as  an  independent  test 
upon  it.  If  but  one  work  of  astronomical  bibliography  can  be 
owned,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  one  of  most  general  value. 

Wolf,  R.  :   Sonnenfiecken — Literatur,  etc. 

In  the  Astronomiache  Mittheilungen  of  Wolf  a  regular  record 
of  the  literature  of  sun-spots  is  kept  up,  and  when  this  is  event- 
ually brought  together,  a  very  little  labor  will  make  it  complete. 

Wolf's  Handhuch  der  Mathemaiik,  Astronomies  etc,,  2  vols. 
8vo.,  1872,  contains  also  a  great  number  of  references  arranged 
by  subjects. 

Carl,  Ph.:  Die  Principien  der  Astronomische  Instrumenten 
Kunde.  8vo.  1863. 
As  an  Appendix  to  his ,  Principien,  p.  161,  Carl  gives  an 
exhaustive  catalogue  of  memoirs,  etc.  upon  micrometers  and 
micrometer  screws,  of  high  importance.  This  is  arranged  alpha- 
betically by  authors. 

Carl  :  Repertorium  der  Gometen — Astronomic.    8vo.  Munich, 
1864.     pp.  377. 
This  work  contains  an  account  of  every  comet  up  to  1864,  and 
besides  giving  the  various  systems  of  elements,  etc.,  which  have 
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been  deduced,  refers  to  all  places  in  periodical  and  other  litera* 
tare  where  the  particalar  comets  are  treated  of,  or  where  observa- 
tions are  given,  and  is  a  monument  of  industry  and  exactness. 

Weller:   Cometen-IAleratur ;  in  the  Anzeiger  fttr  Klinde  der 
Deutschen  Vorzeit,  1857,  No.  10,  p.  321;  No.  11,  p.  359. 
This  work,  which  I  have  never  seen,  refers  to  the  comets  of 
1556,  1570,  and  1577. 

St.  Petersburg  Academy  op  Sciences  :  Tableau  general  mi- 
thodique  et  alphahetique  dea  Mali^res  carUenuea  dans  les  Pub- 
licationa  de  I  ^Acadimie  Imptriale  des  Sciences  de  SL  Peters' 
bourg  depuis  sa  fondation  I'*  partie.  Langues  itrang^es. 
8vo.  1874. 
The  subject  "  Astronomy"  is  qnite  fall  in  this  list,  as  might  be 

expected,  and  it  is  arranged  alphabetically  by  authors. 

Belgian  Academy  op  Sciences:    Btbliographie  Acadhnique. 

1875.  8vo. 
This  volame  is  devoted  to  bibliography  and  biography.  Each 
member  of  the  Academy  is  mentioned  separately  and  a  brief 
sketch  of  his  life  given,  and  following  this  is  a  Nst  of  his  papers; 
first,  those  published  in  the  volumes  of  the  Academy ;  and  sec- 
ond,  those  published  elsewhere.  The  first  list  is  complete;  the 
second  quite  full.     It  includes  a  number  of  astronomical  papers. 

Engblmann,  R.:  Literaiur  der  Astronomische  Nachrichten,  etc. 

In  his  recent  edition  of  the  selected  works  of  Bessel,  Dr. 
Engslmann  has  collected,  after  each  separate  subject,  a  list  of 
all  the  publications  on  this  subject  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Astronomische  NachricJUen  up  to  the  present  date,  the  whole 
constituting  a  topical  index  of  high  value.  There  are  now 
three  volumes  4to.  of  Indices  to  the 'Astronomische  Nachricten, 
very  full,  arranged  both  by  authors  and  subjects. 

The  volume  and  page  of  Engelmann's  Bessel's  Abhand- 
lungen,  where  these  lists  are  printed,  are  given  below. 

SabjMt 
Comets. 

Sataru  and  Saturn's  satellites. 
Refraction. 

Aberration,  Natation,  and  Preoession. 
Parallax  of  Stars. 

Fandaraental  Stars ;  Star  Catalogues  and  Star  Charts. 
Mathematics. 
Proper  Motion,  variable  proper  motion,    Double   Stars, 

Slrius*  companion,  etc. 
Geodesy;  Longitade<«;  measurement  of  an  arc  of  meridian. 
Pendulnms,  etc.;  Units  of  mass,  etc.;  Terrestrial  Refrao- 

tion,  etc. 
Misoellaneoas. 

*  [I  may  say  here  that  the  bibliography  of  mathematics  in  general  is 
very  fall,  bat  its  consideration  is  beyond  my  present  pnrpose.  ] 


Vol. 

P»g*. 

I. 

S3. 

I. 

194. 

I. 

260. 

I. 

316. 

II. 

236. 

II. 

281. 

11. 

404. 

IL 

325. 

III. 

138. 

III. 

286. 

III. 

489. 
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Knobel,  E.  B.:   Reference  Catalogue  of  Astronomical  Papen 

and  Jiesearches,     8vo.     1876. 

(Bzhibited  to  the  Sooiet/.) 

Mr.  Enobel  has  been  for  some  time  engagefl  in  the  forpation 

of  an  index-eatalogae  to  scientific  papers,  books,  etc.  on  certain 

subjects  of  stellar  astronomy  which  was  intended  to  be  exhaastiye 

of  their  literature.     The  subjects  chosen  were:  1,  Double  Stare, 

and  the  theory  of  Binaries;   2,  Variable  Stars;  3,  Red  Stars; 

4,  Nebulae  and  Clusters ;  5,  Proper  motions  of  Stars ;  6,  Parallax 

of  Stars ;  7,  Stellar  Spectra. 

The  libraries  of  the  Royal  Society,  of  the  Royal  Astronomical 
Society,  and  others,  were  completely  indexed  as  to  these  topics, 
and  that  of  the  British  Museum  was  constantly  consulted.  Under 
each  head  the  titles  of  periodicals  and  names  of  authors  are  given 
alphabetically  and  in  the  briefest  way ;  references  are  made  to  the 
volume  and  page.  The  titles  of  books  and  of  the  most  important 
memoirs  are  given  in  full,  while  the  minor  papers  are  referred  to 
only  by  volume  and  page. 

Brevity  has  been  stndied  in  every  way.  In  the  references  to 
the  Aslronomische  Nachrichten  only  the  number  is  given,  omit- 
ting the  columf^f  etc.  etc.  The  Royal  Astronomical  Society^s 
Monthly  Notices  are  in  the  subject  of  "Double  Stars,"  where 
every  volume  contains  many  references,  only  referred  to  generally. 
In  other  subjects  where  the  references  are  more  scattered,  these 
are  referred  to  by  title  and  page. 

^  Double  Stars,  etfc.  occupies  6  pages  nearly. 
Variable  Stars  "         4 

Bed  Stars  "1 

Nebula  and  Clusters    "        4i  " 

Proper  motions  **         3$  " 

Stellar  Parallax,  etc.    "         4  " 

Star-spectra  "2  " 

In  Double  Stars  I  find  more  than  700  single  references,  and  the 
other  subjects  are  equally  full.  It  is  original  work,  the  Royal 
Society's  Catalogue  being  used  for  verification  only.  It  is  brought 
up  to  1876,  and  contains  above  3000  titles.  I  have  examined 
that  portion  of  Mr.  Knobel's  Catalogue  which  relates  to  Nebul» 
and  Clusters  line  by  line,  almost  entry  by  entry,  by  means  of  a 
catalogue  of  works  on  the  same  subject  which  I  have  myself  made, 
and  I  have  not  found  in  the  whole  list  more  than  one  or  two  erro- 
neous references,  and  these  were  not  such  af  would  interfere  with 
the  finding  of  the  paper  sought  for.  Only  one  important  paper 
is  omitted,  viz.,  D'Arrest's  Siderum  Nebulosorum  obnervationes 
Eavnienses.  It  has  an  original  value  which  must  not  be  over- 
looked. It  was  formed  by  looking  through  the  works  consulted 
and  extracting  what  was  required,  and  not  by  extracting  refer- 
ences to  them  from  known  indexes,  such  as  the  Royal  Society 
Catalogue,  and  therefore  it  may  appropriately  be  used  as  a  check 
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on  all  other  work  of  the  same  kind.  Only  those  who  hare  done 
this  nature  of  work  know  how  easily  errors  may  slip  in  and  how 
omissions  maj  occar,  and  the  accuracy  of  this  list  shows  that 
extraordinary  care  has  been  taken  in  its  compilation.  I  ba^e 
found  but  one  misprint  in  it,  viz.,  Comptes  Rendus,  vol.  28,  p. 
537,  should  be  p.  573.  The  name  of  Bods  has  been  omitted  by 
the  printer. 

HoLDBN,  E.  S. :   Catalogue  of  papers  and  memoir b  relating  to 
Nebulae  and  Clusters,     MS. 

(Exhibited  to  the  Sooietj.) 

The  necessity  of  supplementing  the  Koyal  Society's  Catalogue 
of  Scientific  Papers,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  is  arranged 
solelj  by  authors,  and  only  contains  papers  published  in  periodi- 
cals since  1800,  and  wbicb  excludes  books  separately  published, 
was  impressed  upon  me  some  two  years  ago  when  1  was  endea- 
voring to  acquire  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of 
a  single  subject — that  of  Nebul®  and  Clusters.  I  have,  as  occa- 
sion served,  prepared  such  an  index  catalogue  of  all  papers, 
memoirs,  and  books  on  these  topics,  and  have  arranged  the  refer- 
ences according  to  authors,  alphabetically,  giving  for  each  refer- 
ence volume  and  page.  Where  the  title  of  a  book  or  paper 
explains  the  subject  of  it,  such  title  is,  in  general,  alone  given. 
Where  a  paper  is  quite  important  its  title  is  given,  and  if  neces- 
sary a  note,  more  or  less  brief,  expressive  of  its  contents.  The 
works  of  the  elder  Hbrsohel  on  these  subjects  1  have  analyzed 
at  considerable  length,  in  order  partly  to  supply  the  great  want 
for  an  edition  of  his  collected  works.  For  papers  of  minor 
interest  a  reference  to  the  periodical,  volume  and  page  is 
alone  given  (no  title),  and  a  note  of  its  purport.  In  addition  to 
this,  and  following  Mr.  Knobel,  I  have  given  a  very  condensed 
reference  to  the  papers  in  each  periodical  consulted.  In  this  way 
a  person  consulting  the  catalogue  will  find  all  the  works  of  any 
author  upon  the  general  subject,  with  brief  notes  of  the  contents 
of  each  paper ;  or  again,  any  person  desiring  to  refer  to  the  va> 
rions  papers  on  this  subject  contained  in  any  serial  publication, 
as  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  example,  will  find  refer, 
ences  which  will  save  him  much  time.  The  index  is  practically 
complete  to  the  present  date,  and  contains  perhaps  1000  refer- 
ences. It  contains  also  a  complete  list  of  all  published  (and 
many  unpublished)  drawings  of  nebulsB  and  clusters.  It  is  evi- 
dently of  special  value  only,  but  knowing  the  labor  it  has 
already  saved  to  me,  I  cannot  doubt  that  similar  works  in  other 
specialties  in  Astronomy,  like  Mr.  Knobel's  for  example,  will 
he  of  much  use. 

Mr.  E.  S.  HoLDEN  also  made  a  communication  on 
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THE  SHADOW  OF  THE  BALL  OF  SATURN  PBOJBOTED  ON  THE  BING6, 

describing  experiments  made  with  an  accurate  drawing  of  Saton 
and  its  rings.  The  line  of  tlie  projection  of  the  shadow  appeared 
convex  towards  the  planet,  straight  or  concave  according  to  the 
distance  of  the  observer  from  the  drawing.  Five  persons  made 
accordant  drawings  of  the  appearance,  independently  of  each 
other. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  made  remarks  on 

A  BBIOHT  SPOT  WHICH   HAD  RECENTLY  BECOME  VISIBLE  ON  TBI 
BALL  OF  SATURN. 

(abstbaot.) 

Mr.  Hall  stated  that  while  observing  one  of  the  satellites  of 
Satnrn  on  Dec.  7th,  he  noticed  a  ronnd  and  well-defined  spot  on 
the  ball  of  the  planet.  The  spot  was  2"  or  3"  in  diameter,  and 
was  of  a  brilliant  white  color.  It  was  situated  a  little  north  of 
the  ring^,  and  in  the  direction  of  declination  was  near  the  middle 
of  the  disk.  The  spot  came  to  the  centre  of  the  disk  in  the 
equator  of  rotation  at  6*^  18"  Washington  m.  t.  The  nextdaj 
letters  Were  sent  to  the  astronomers  of  the  country,  and  althoogh 
cloudy  at  Washington,  the  spot  was  observed  on  Dec.  10th  by 
Professor  Maria  Mitchell  at  Vassar  College  observatory ;  by 
Mr.  Lewis  Boss  at  Dudley  observatory ;  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Edobcomb 
at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  by  the  Messrs.  Clakk  at  Cambridgeport, 
Mass.  The  spot  was  again  observed  by  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr. 
Eastman  at  Washington  on  Dec.  13th,  and  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Clark 
at  Cambridgeport ;  and  again  by  Mr.  Hall  at  Washington  on 
Dec.  16th. 

From  the  observations  thns  far  made  it  appears  that  the  time 
of  Saturn's  rotation,  assuming  that  the  spot  has  no  proper  mo- 
tion, is  10»»  15»  0 
This  time,  as  given  in  the  modern  text-books,  is 

10^  29-  16".8 
and  is  said  to  be  Sir  W.  HerschePs  last  and  corrected  determina- 
tion.    On  the  other  hand,  the  time  of  rotation  published  by  Sir 
W.  Herschel  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1794  is 

lO**  16»  0".44 


116th  Meeting.  Jantja&t  13,  187 1. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-nine  members  and  visitors  present. 
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Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  commanication  on 

LAEJ!  BONNEVILLE, 

the  great  fossil  lake  of  Utah.  He  described  an  ancient  outlet 
of  the  lake  at  Red  Rock  Pass  near  the  town  of  Oxford,  Idaho, 
by  which  its  waters  were  discharged  into  Snake  River.  Dur- 
ing and  since  the  desiccation  of  the  lake,  the  land  which  it 
covered  has  been  tilted  to  the  northward,  in  common  with  the 
region  of  the  Laurentian  lakes  and  the  eastern  and  western  sea- 
I  boards.     He  further  described  a  small  movement  along  the  line 

I  of  the  great  fault  at  the  western  base  of  the  Wasatch  Mountains, 

I  by  which  the  altitude  of  the  mountains  above  the  adjacent  valley 

has  been  increased  at  a  date  far  more  recent  than  that  of  the 
ancient  lake.  (A  full  (iccourU  of  his  observcUions  will  appear  in 
the  publications  of  the  U,  S.  Geographical  and  Geological  Sur- 
vey of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region^  in  charge  of  Prof  J.  W. 
Powell.) 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Antisell  on  the  channel  described 
by  Mr.  Gilbert  as  affording  temporary  drainage;  and  by  Mr. 
Alvorb  on  the  appropriateness  of  giving  to  this  basin  the  name 
of  Bonneville,  who  was  the  first  to  make  a  scientific  exploration 
of  this  region.  Great  Salt  Lake  for  many  years  appeared  on 
the  maps  as  Lake  Bonneville. 

Mr.  Alexander  G.  Bell,  of  Boston,  made  a  communication  on 

THE  TELEPHONE, 

which  he  had  invented,  exhibiting  and  describing  its  construction 
and  explaining  the  principles  on  which  it  is  operated.  The  sound 
of  the  human  voice  received  on  a  small  plate  of  thin  Russian 
sheet-iron  was  conveyed  by  a  telegraphic  wire  to  a  similar  ap- 
paratus in  another  room  and  repeated  by  the  vibrations  of  a 
similar  iron  plate.  He  stated  that  he  made  use  of  an  undulatory, 
instead  ol  an  intermittent  current,  that  no  battery  was  necessary, 
but  that  the  variations  of  intensity  were  produced  by  the  vibra- 
tions of  the  soft  iron  plate,  varying  its  distance  from  the  poles 
ot  an  electro-magnetic  he^ix  just  behind  it.  He  stated  that  the 
experiment  had  been  successfully  conducted,  where  the  operator 
and  hearer  were  153  miles  apart 
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He  referred  also  to  an  experiment  made  by  Prof.  Hbnrt  many 
years  ago,  where  an  air  played  on  one  piano  was  repeated  bj 
another  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  a  rod  of  soft  pine  in 
contact  with  the  sonnding-boards  of  each  forming  the  connection. 

Mr.  HiLQABD  and  Mr.  Hbnrt  spoke  of  the  valne  and  aston- 
ishing character  of  Mr.  Bell's  discovery  and  invention. 

Mr.  Bell  having  spoken  of  the  difficalty  with  such  conso- 
nants as  Pf  t,  and  k,  Mr.  Mason  suggested  that  such  an  instro- 
ment,  when  perfected,  might  be  used  in  analyzing  linguistic 
sounds. 


IITth  Meeting.  Jantjart  21,  18tt 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty-three  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  B.  Alvord  made  a  communication  on 

A  TRIGONOMETRICAL  FORMULA. 

Gen.  T.  L.  Clingman,  of  North  Carolina,  communicated 

rAOTS   RELATING   TO   THE    FALLING    OF   WATERSPOUTS  IN 
NORTH  CAROLINA ; 

speaking  of  the  large  number  which  had  occurred  in  the  southern 
and  western  portions  of  that  State  on  the  elevated  plateaus  or 
mountain  sides,  particularly  in  Jackson  and  Macon  counties. 
He  had  visited  the  localities  of  fifty  or  sixty,  and  described  par- 
ticularly one  in  Fish-hawk  Mountain,  where  a  large  hollow,  75 
feet  across  and  in  the  middle  15  feet  deep,  had  been  scooped  oat 
apparently  by  a  sudden  fall  of  a  large  quantity  of  water.  The 
streams  of  the  mountain  were  suddenly  swollen  to  a  destructive 
extent 

Mr.  Antisell  described  a  genuine  waterspout,  attributing  the 
phenomenon  to  warm  and  cold  currents  of  air  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, by  friction  occasioning  electricity ;  and  made  further  ex- 
planations of  such  appearances  and  their  mode  of  formation. 
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Mr.  Shellabargsb,  Mr.  G.  F.  Talbot,  and  Mr.  Oubtts  de- 
scribed waterspouts  or  cloudbursts  which  thej  had  witnessed 
among  mountains  or  bills,  where  the  fall  of  water  appeared  to  be 
sadden  and  great. 

Mr.  Henrt  remarked  on  the  necessity  of  recorded  statements 
of  facts  giving  fully  the  attending  circumstances,  and  referred 
to  the  investigations  by  Espy  many  years  ago,  and  to  a  valuable 
report  on  the  subject  of  tornadoes  in  one  of  the  Reports  of  the 
U.  S.  Signal  Service. 

Mr.  J.  H.  0.  CofFiN  made  the  following  remarks  on 

SUMNER'S   method  IN   NAVIGATION. 

To  find  the  longitude  of  a  ship  at  sea  by  a  chronometer,  the 
chronometer  time  of  one,  or  more,  altitudes  of  the  sun  or  other 
celestial  body  is  noted,  and  reduced  to  mean  time  at  Greenwich, 
or  other  prime  meridian,  by  applying  the  chronometer  correction, 
supposed  to  be  known  more  or  less  accurately.  Navigators 
usually  stop  here  with  this  part  of  the  process.  It  is  better  to 
go  farther  and  find  the  hour  angle  at  the  prime  meridian  of  the 
body  observed.  This  in  the  case  of  the  sun  is  the  apparent 
time,  reckoned  in  A.  M.  from  the  lower  meridian. 

The  local  hour  angle  is  found  from  the  latitude  of  the  place, 
the  declination,  or  polar  distance,  of  the  body,  and  its  corrected 
altitude.  The  difference  of  the  local  hour  angle  from  that  at  the 
prime  meridian  is  the  longitude  in  time. 

The  declinations  of  bodies  observed  at  sea  are  known  far  more 
accurately  than  is  requisite  for  navigation.  The  altitude  is  always 
uncertain,  2'  or  more  even  when  very  carefully  observed,  owing 
to  the  variable  refraction  of  the  sea  horizon.  The  latitude  is  the 
most  uncertain  element,  as  it  ib  brought  forward  or  carried  back 
by  the  dead  reckoning,  from  some  determination  made  at  a  time 
several  hours  distant. 

Here,  then,  is  a  simple  case  of  finding  the  locus  of  an  equation 
with  two  unknown  quantities ;  and  we  may  assume  values  of  the 
latitude  within  reasonable  limits  and  compute  the  corresponding 
longitudes.  Unless  the  altitude  is  very  great,  or  the  latitude 
very  uncertain,  it  is  sufficient  to  assume  two  latitudes  and  find  the 
corresponding  longitudes,  t.  e.  determine  two  points  of  this  line 
of  position. 
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This  line  is  perpendicular  to  the  direction  of  the  object  ol- 
served.  If  it  be  projected  on  a  chart,  and  lines  parallel  to  it 
be  drawn  on  either  side  at  a  perpendicular  distance  equal  to  the 
uncertainty  of  the  altitude,  and  others  at  a  distance  in  longitade 
from  these  equal  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  chronometer  correc- 
tion, the  position  of  the  ship  will  be  within  the  belt  delineated; 
and  this  is  as  valuable  a  determination  as  if  the  latitude  alone, 
or  the  longitude  alone,  had  been  found. 

Again,  from  an  altitude  of  the  same,  or  another  object,  another 
line  of  position  may  be  found  and  projected  on  a  chart ;  and  one 
of  the  lines  being  shifted  for  the  run  of  the  ship  (including  known 
currents)  in  the  interval,  the  intersection  of  the  two  gives  the 
ship's  position  both  in  latitude  and  longitude.  This  intersection 
is  best  determined  when  the  azimuths  for  the  two  observations 
differ  90'.  It  may  be  found  by  computation  as  readily  as  by 
projection. 

If  the  object  is  near  the  meridian,  it  is  better  to  assume  two 
or  more  longitudes  and  compute  the  corresponding  latitudes. 
This,  however,  was  not  proposed  by  Capt.  Sumner. 

This  method*  was  first  published  by  Capt.  Thomjlb  H.  Sumnbr 
of  Boston  in  1843.  His  conception  of  the  problem  was  purely 
geometrical.  The  sun,  or  any  other  body,  at  a  particular  instant 
is  vertical  at  a  place  on  the  earth's  surface,  whose  latitude  is  the 
declination  of  the  body,  and  whose  longitude  is  its  hour  angle  at 
the  prime  meridian ;  and  the  body  will  be  at  the  same  altitude  at 
all  points  of  a  small  circle,  whose  pole  is  where  the  body  is  verti- 
cal, and  whose  polar  radius  is  the  complement  of  the  altitude. 
An  altitude  ot  an  object,  when  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the 
place  of  observation  are  unknown,  simply  determines  the  position 
of  such  a  circle,  or  a  limited  portion  of  it  depending  on  the 
accuracy  with  which  the  latitude,  or  the  longitude,  is  known. 

This  method  was  strongly  commended  by  some  officers  of  the 
TJ  S,  Navy  and  before  1851  formed  a  part  of  the  course  of  naviga- 
tion at  the  Naval  Academy  In  a  few  years  it  was  very  generally 
used  in  the  Navies  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and 
has  been  introduced  in  a  more  refined  form  in  the  best  works  on 
navigation ;  but  it  is  not  much  known  in  the  merchant  services  of 

*  A  new  and  aoonrate  method  of  finding  a  ship's  position  at  sea  by  pro- 
jection on  Meroator's  Chart,  bj  Capt.  Thomas  H.  SfficirBa  ;   Boston,  1843. 
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those  countries.  This  is  attributable  to  the  rough  ancoath  form 
io  which  Capt.  Sumner  has  presented  it,  to  the  cumbersome  method 
adopted  in  his  computations,  requiring  the  use  of  three  tables, 
instead  of  one,  but  more,  I  apprehend,  to  his  setting  it  forth 
prominently  as  a  method  of  determining  '*  the  true  bearing  of  the 
land,"  and  erroneously  giving  the  idea  that  the  line  of  position  is 
directed  to,  or  near,  the  destined  port.  This  has  led  to  severe 
criticisms  of  the  method  in  nautical  magazines,  and  to  its  rejection 
by  the  Astronomer  Royal  of  Great  Britain,* and  other  mathema- 
ticians. The  finding  the  true  bearing  of  any  point  of  the  land 
is  eotirelj  a  distinct  problem,  and  should  not  have  been  mixed 
up  with  this 

My  first  use  of  this  method  was  in  December,  1838,  in  the  Gulf 
Stream  off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  Altitudes  of  the  sun  at 
9  A.  M.  gave  a  line  of  position  nearly  parallel  with  the  coast,  and 
thas  determined  the  distance  from  the  land,  which  at  the  time 
It  was  most  desirable  to  know.  Altitudes  at  2  P.  M.  gave  an 
intersecting  line.  In  subsequent  cruises  before  1843, 1  made  fre- 
quent use  of  the  method,  preferring  it  as  the  most  convenient 
method  of  finding  the  latitude  of  a  place  by  double  altitudes,  even 
in  observations  with  an  artificial  horizon  on  shore,  and  as  de- 
cidedly the  best  method  if  the  local  time  is  also  to  be  found. 

It  surprised  me  subsequently  to  find  that  a  method  so  natnrally 
SQggested,  and  which  would  readily  occur  to  any  mathematician 
who  is  engaged  in  navigation,  had  not  been  published  earlier. 
Lalande,  however  {Astronomies  Art.  3992  and  Ahrege  de  Nam- 
gaiion,  p.  68),  has  given  it  so  far^as  relates  to  finding  the  latitude 
by  doable  altitudes.* 

Lately  Sia  William  Thomson  has  published  Tables  for 
facilitating  Sumner^a  Method  at  Sea  (London,  1876).  He  uses 
a  method  suggested,  but  rejected,  by  Capt.  Sumner,  of  finding 
one  point  of  the  line  of  position  and  the  true  bearing  of  the  line, 
which  differs  90^  from  the  azimuth  of  the  object.  These  tables 
are  ingeniously  devised  for  finding  the  hour  angle  and  azimuth 
from  an  observed  altitude;  but  it  is  questionable  whether  they 
facilitate  the  process.  Intelligent  navigators  will  prefer  forms 
of  computation  to  which  they  are  accustomed:  the  unintelligent 
cannot  well  be  trusted  to  use  them.  I  think  the  labor  of  compu- 
tation is  greatly  overrated. 

*  Ghauvbnbt'8  Astronomjis  vol.  i.  p.  42S. 
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I  give  below  an  example'*'  of  compatation  in  the  forms  which 
American  navigators  chiefly  use.  The  preparation  of  the  data 
and  Cols.  1  and  2  belong  to  the  ordinary  "time  sight,^^  which 
IS  employed  daily  in  finding  the  longitude  by  a  chronometer. 
The  only  additional  work  required  for  Sumner's  method  is  Col.  3 
if  two  latitudes  are  used,  or  Col.  4  if  the  azimuth  is  to  be  found, 
together  with  their  results  at  the  bottom  of  Col.  1.  As  the  sec- 
ond latitude  is  20'  greater  than  the  first,  the  corresponding  half 
sum  and  remainder  will  be  10'  greater  than  those  in  Col.  1 ; 
but  it  is  not  necessary  to  write  them  down ;  and  the  correspond- 
ing logarithms  in  the  two  columns  can  be  taken  from  the  table  at 
the  same  opening. 

The  ship  is  supposed  to  be  in  north  latitude,  and  the  altitude 
of  the  sun  observed  in  the  morning. 

Qreeuwioh  ap.  time         1  2  8  4 

hy  chronometer   2^  54»  5>  P.  M  Ist  lat.  2d.  lat.  let  lat. 


The  line  may  be  projected  by  the  two  positions, 

1st    lat.  86°  30'  N. ;  long.  66°  20'  5  W. ; 
2d       "    36    60   N. ;     "      65    24  .5  W. ; 
or,  by  the  Ist  position,  and  the  direction  N.  60^  52'  E. 

*  Navigation  and  Nautical  Astronomy^  prepared  fior  the  use  of  the  tJ.  S. 
Haval  Academy,  p.  226,  New  York,  1866. 

t  In  Bowditch's  Table  the  entire  hour  angle  is  given  oorreapondiog  to 
the  1.  Bine  of  ite  half. 


Corrected  alt.  of©    290   6' 25" 
Istlatitnde       .     .    36   30    0     1. 
0*8  polar  disUnce  110  26  56  1.  c 

360  30'  360  SO' 
see.  0.09482  .09670  1. 
oseo.  0.02827  .02827  1. 

008.   8.53674  .49841  1. 
Bine  9.93271  .93346  1. 

Bee. 

BOO. 

cos 

COB 

oos. 

36O30' 
0.09482 
0.46671 

.    8.63674 
.    9.71284 

Bum 

Half  sum    .     .     . 
Half  sum— alt. 

176     3  21 
88     1  40    1. 
68  65  16     1. 

10t»28'«43-il 
10   32    27 

2)8.59254 

L  1.  Bine  i        i 
1.  Bine  \        1 

660  20'.  5  W 
65    24.   5  W 

.55684 

2)8.80111 

Ist  local  ap.  timet 
2d      " 

).29627 
9.27842 

I. 

Ist  longitude   .     . 
2d          " 

4  25    22    = 
4  21    38    » 

Halfazimnthof  0 

Asimuth  of  0  .     . 

<'        of  line    . 

75    26 
N.  150    52  B. 
N.    60    52  E. 

i  9.40056 
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Logarithms  to  four  places  will   usually  give  all  the  accaracj 
which  observations  with  the  sea  horizon  admit  of. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  commenced  a  communication  on 

THE  PHILOSOPHT  OF  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  INDIANS. 


118th  Meeting.  February  10,  18T7. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-seven  members  and  visitors  present. 

Tile  President  announced  the  death  of  Rear  Admiral  Thbodo* 
RU8  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Billings  made  a  communication  on 

baoteria  and  spontaneous  generation. 

(abstbact.) 

Several  years  ago  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  this 
subject,  and  showed  the  results  of  a  number  of  experiments,  made 
to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  results  reported  by  Dr.  Bastian.  His 
statements  were  not  confirmed — ^but  the  experiments  could  not  be 
coosidered  satisfactory  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  preserving 
fermentable  and  putrescible  fluids  when  free  access  of  air  is  allowed. 

This  difficulty  has  been  overcome,  and  the  subject  of  the  life 
history  of  microzymes  including  bacteria,  is  now  attracting  much 
attention,  especially  in  relation  to  the  causation  of  disease.  I 
have  recently  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  results  of  a 
oamber  of  experiments  made  by  Prof.  Joseph  Lister,  of  Edin- 
burgh, a  full  account  of  which  has  not  yet  been  published,  and 
propose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  these  and  to  the 
apparatus  which  he  uses.  Mr.  Lister  was  a  believer  in  the 
teachings  of  Pasteur,  that  all  fermentations  and  putrefactions 
are  due  to  the  presence  of  living  organisms,  and  on  this  he  based 
his  method  of  e.Tcluding  these  organisms  from  wounds  in  order 
to  prevent  putrefaction.     (His  apparatus  was  shown.) 

But  in  1871  a  paper  was  published  by  Dr.  Burden  Sander- 
son which  seemed  to  prove  that  drying  bacteria  killed  them,  and 
that  therefore  the  dust  of  the  air  contained  none  of  them  living. 
As  this  would  have  affected  Mr.  Lister's  process  very  much,  he 
undertook  a  new  series  of  experiments.     (Apparatus  shown  and 
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peculiar  difficnlties  attending  experiments  with  milk,  turnip  sola- 
tion,  peas,  beans,  and  hay  explained.) 

From  the  results  obtained  bj  Mr.  Lister,  and  from  those 
reported  by  Ray  Lankester  of  London,  and  Prof.  Cohn  and 
hia  assistants  at  Breslau,  it  may  be  considered  as  certain  that  the 
so-called  doctrine  of  spontaneous  generation  is  incorrect,  and  is 
not  a  permissible  theory  to  invoke  to  explain  the  very  puzzling 
phenomena  observed  in  connection  with  the  development  of  these 
minute  organisms. 

These  organisms  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — ^those  which 
seem  to  be  everywhere  present,  and  those  which  have  specific 
qualities.  (For  1st  Glass,  see  Note  of  M.  Marie  Davy,  Comptes 
Bendus,  Dec.  27,  1876.  For  2d  Glass,  attention  is  called  to 
Koch's  researches  on  splenic  fever  and  Gurtis  on  diphtheria.) 

The  classifications  of  Gohn,  Billroth,  and  Lister  are  not  con- 
sidered satisfactory ;  they  deal  with  these  minute  organisms  as  if 
they  formed  an  independent  class,  while  really  they  should  be 
considered  in  connection  with  the  minute  alg®  and  fungi.  To 
attempt  to  distinguish  species  by  the  microscope  or  even  by 
chemical  tests,  will  fail.  The  culture  test  in  various  substrata  is 
the  only  mode  of  solving  the  problem. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  continued  a  communication  on 

THE  philosophy  OF  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  INDIANS, 

describing  peculiarities  of  language,  theology,  religion,  mythol* 
ogy,  treatment  of  diseases,  and  nursery  tales. 

Mr.  Gill  called  attention  to  the  use  of  the  same  terms,  in 
zoology  and  linguistics,  as  generate,  dififerentiate,  and  specialize, 
but  in  different  senses. 

Remarks  were  also  made  by  Messrs.  Nswoomb,  White,  An* 
nsBLL,  Ward,  and  Welling. 


119th  Meeting.  February  24,  1877. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-six  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Captain  William  Nicholson  Jefters,  U.  S. 
Navy;  Commander  Montgomery  Sioard,  U.  S.  Navy;  Aneoito 
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0.  MsNooAL,  Civil  Engineer,  U.  S.  Nayj;  Edward  Clark, 
Architect  of  the  Capitol,  and  Martin  Franois  Morris,  as  mem* 
bers  of  the  Society,  was  announced. 

The  President  announced  the  decease  within  a  brief  period  of 
Prof.  F.  B.  Meek,  (Jen.  A.  B.  Eaton,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Rear 
Admiral  C.  H.  Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  members  of  the  Society ;  and, 
on  motiou  of  J!ilr.  Parker,  the  President,  Mr.  Meigs,  and  Mr. 
Newcomb  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  suitable  com- 
memorative resolutions  respecting  them  and  the  late  Bear  Ad- 
miral Bailet. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  TELEPHONE, 

comparing  the  instruments  and  methods  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr, 
Bell. 

Some  discussion  followed,  in  which  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Cop* 
FIN  participated,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  instrument  of 
Mr.  Gray  referred  to  by  Mr.  Elliott  was  not  that  exhibited  by 
him  to  the  Society  February  12,  18*76,  but  one  of  an  earlier  con- 
struction, and  like  that  of  Mr.  Bell  so  far  as  employing  the 
vibrations  of  a  thin  metallic  plate. 

Mr.  A.  F.  A.  King  read  a  paper  on 

THE  CONSERVATIVE  ELEMENT  IN  DISEASE, 

defining  disease  as  a  tertium  quid  resulting  from  two  factors : 
Ist.  The  impressions  of  nevr  environing  conditions;  and  2d.  The 
responsive  changes  in  the  organism  follovring  and  resulting  from 
.SQch  external  stimuli.  The  new  formations,  instead  of  being 
destructive,  were  designed  to  secure  adaptation  to  the  new  envi* 
ronment.  Modifications  of  the  organism,  thus  originating,  were 
analogous  with  physiological  formations  in  the  several  particu- 
lars of  (1)  having  the  same  design  of  adaptation  to  environment } 
(2)  in  being  gradual  and  latent  in  their  development;  (3)  in 
tending  to  follow  a  typical  course ;  (4)  in  requiring  the  same  con- 
dition to  secure  their  designed  completion;  and  (5)  in  being 
liable  to  attacks  of  acute  inflammation  on  exposure  of  the  body  to 
oold  during  their  evolution. 
18 
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Organisms  undergoing  conservative  modification  were  liable  to 
fail  in  reaching  the  designed  completion  of  adaptive  change,  from 
(1)  the  environing  changes  of  condition  having  been  exaggerated 
in  degree;  (2)  their  being  inconstant,  or  vacillating  in  kind;  or 
(3)  multiplied  in  number. 

Many  pathological  changes,  apparently  destructive,  might  still 
be  conservative,  our  lacic  of  i^nowledge  not  enabling  us  to  UDder- 
stand  how  they  had  contributed  to  prolong  life.  Organs  of  lesser 
importance  were  often  impaired  in  function  and  structure,  to  pre- 
serve the  functional  integrity  of  other  organs  whose  office  was 
more  directly  essential  to  life  :  e.  g,  the  joint  affection  in  rheuma- 
tism served  to  prolong  life,  by  lessening  the  labor  of  the  heart 
— the  latter  organ  being  saved  from  fatal  overwork  by  the  joint 
disease  restraining  motion — especially  locomotion — on  the  part 
of  the  patient. 

Diseases  sometimes  end  fatally  because  the  instinctive  desires 
or  cravings  that  accompany  them  are  disregarded,  or  their  grati- 
fication is  opposed  by  medical  opinion ;  when,  in  fact,  they  were 
the  best  guides  to  the  hygienic  requirements  of  the  body.  The 
success  attending  the  permission  to  drink  and  bathe  during  fever 
(the  new  mode  of  practice)  was  very  striking  compared  with  the 
old  mode  of  practice,  which  forbade,  or  greatly  restricted,  drink- 
ing, and  bathing  in  cool  water. 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Dall,  Woodward,  Tay- 
lor, and  Farquhar. 

Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  communication  on 

THE  STRUOTURE  OF  THE  HENRT  MOUNTAINS 

in  the  middle  of  the  Colorado  plateau  region. 


120th  Meeting.  Maroh  10,  18T7. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-two  members  and  visitors  present 
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Mr.  S.  Newcomb  read  a  paper  oa 

THE  cosmogony; 

reviewing  the  varloas  specalatioas  on  the  deyelopment  of  the 
eolar  system,  especially  those  of  Kant,  La  Place,  and  Herschel ; 
referring  also  to  the  latter's  examination  of  nebul». 

A  discussion  followed  in  which  Messrs.  Powell,  Taylor,  An- 
TisELL,  Newcomb,  E.  B.  Elliott,  Mabsh,  and  Henby  parti- 
cipated. 


1218T  Meeting.  Maboh  24,  1877. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Pifty-six  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Montgomery  Meigs  ^s  a  member  of  the 
Society  was  annoanced. 

Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  continued  his  commnnication  on 

THE  HEN&Y  MOUNTAINS, 

describing  their  geological  formation,  and  particularly  the  peculiar 
volcanic  structure  in  some  localities,  where  the  lava  did  not  reach 
the  surface,  but  was  injected  between  strata  and  caused  a  bulging 
of  those  lying  above. 

( This  paper  will  appear  in  the  Reports  of  the  U.  S.  Geographical  and 
Geological  Survey  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region.) 

Mr.  Powell  spoke  of  other  peculiarities  of  these  mountains. 
Mr.  T.  N.  Gill  made  a  communication  on 

THE  RELATIONS  AND  SEQUENCES  OF  THE  FAMILY  CENTBARCHOIDES. 

Bemarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Hilgard  and  Prof.  D.  S.  Jordan 
of  Butler  University,  Indianapolis. 

Mr.  Marcus  Baker  read  the  following  paper  on 

THE  HISTORY  OF  MALFATTl'S  PROBLEM. 
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In  the  TransactioDS  of  the  Rojal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  Tol 
24,  1864-67,  pp.  127-138,  Mr.  H.  F.  Talbot  inserts  a  memoir 
entitled  ''Recent  Researches  on  Malfatti's  Problem."  After  a 
brief  introduction,  in  which  the  problem  is  given  with  some  rea- 
sons why  it  has  proved  so  interesting,  he  gives  a  history  of  the 
problem  ;  but  there  are  some  important  papers  upon  the  subject 
which  Mr.  Talbot  has  overlooked,  and  in  consequence  his  history 
contains  some  errors.  The  object  of  the  present  paper  is  to  call 
attention  to  the  papers  overlooked  by  Mr.  Talbot,  and  to  rewrite 
the  history  of  the  problem. 

The  problem  to  inscribe  in  a  triangle  three  circles,  each  touch- 
ing the  other  two,  and  also  two  sides  of  the  triangle,  was  first 
solved  by  an  Italian  geometer,  Mr.  John  Francis  Malfatti,  in 
1803,  and  from  his  solution  being  the  first  that  has  been  given, 
the  problem  is  now  called  Malfatti's  Problem.  His  solution  i& 
given  in  the  tenth  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Italian  Society 
of  Sciences.  The  proof  which  Mr.  Malfatti  gave  of  the  correct* 
ness  of  his  construction  is,  according  to  Mr.  Talbot,  the  follow- 
ing :  He  deduces  from  his  construction  a  value  of  one  of  the 
radii  of  the  required  circles,  and  also  deduces  a  value  of  the  same 
radius  resulting  from  the  conditions  of  the  problem ;  and  these 
results  being  found  to  be  identical,  he  concludes  the  correctness 
of  his  construction. 

The  expres^ons  found  by  Mr.  Malfatti,  are  the  following : — 

In  a  triangle  ABC,  whose  sides  are  a,  b  and  e,  call  the  radios 
of  the  inscribed  circle  r,  the  radii  of  the  three  circles  touching 
each  other  r.,  r^  and  r«;  r.  touching  b  and  c,  r»  touching  c  and  a, 
Itnd  r«  touching  a  and  b ;  also  call  the  distances  from  the  centre 
of  the  inscribed  circle  to  the  three  vertices  A,  B  and  G,  a^fi  and  7 
respectively.  Then  we  have  as  the  expressions  found  by  Mal- 
fatti 

s— a  i  3 

2rj  =  — ^  J«— r— O+0— y    \ 
8-b  (^  ) 

The  next  vrriter  upon  the  problem  appears  to  have  been  Gkr- 
gonne,  who  proposed  the  problem  in  the  first  volume  of  his 
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Annales,  Id  1810.  It  was  not  answered  bj  his  correspondents, 
and  accordingly  he  takes  up  the  problem  hiraself  in  the  second 
▼olume,  and  gives  an  analytic  investigation ;  but  no  simple  geo- 
metric construction  results  ffom  his  analysis. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Crelle,  of  Berlin,  published  a  trigonometric  solution 
of  the  problem  in  a  collection  of  mathematical  problems  published 
in  1821,  in  Berlin,  and  in  1827,  Prof.  Lehmus,  also  of  Berlin, 
published  a  trigonometric  solution  of  the  problem  in  the  second 
volume  of  a  course  in  pure  and  applied  mathematics. 

Up  to  this  time,  then,  viz.,  1827,  no  geometrical  proof  of  the 
construction  of  the  problem  had  appeared. 

The  next  writer  upon  Malfatti's  problem  was  Prof.  Steiner,  of 
Berlin.  In  the  first  volume  of  Crelle's  Journal  he  has  a  paper 
entitled  "Some  Geometric  Considerations,''  which  is  dated  at 
Berlin,  in  March,  1826.  In  this  paper  he  says,  that  '^  about 
three  years  since  the  author  of  this  paper  became  interested, 
accidentally,  in  the  consideration  of  the  problems:  Firatj  to  de- 
scribe a  circle  tangent  to  three  given  circles ;  second,  in  Mal- 
fatti's  Problem ;  third,  in  Theorem,  XY,  Book  IV  of  the  Collect. 
MathemaL  of  Pappus ;  and  fourth,  in  several  porisms  and  the 
purely  geometric  considerations  of  curves  and  areas  of  the  second 
degree.  Pappus's  theorem  he  was  familiar  with,  but  without 
proof;  so  also  Malfatti's  Problem ;  of  the  first,  however,  he  was 
acquainted  with  Yieta's  geometrical  solution." 

Further  on  he  adds :  **  The  effort  of  the  author  was,  in  the 
solution  of  the  different  problems  with  reference  to  the  tangencies 
of  circles,  to  find  the  underlying  general  principles  by  which  they 
were  connected." 

Then  three  paragraphs  follow  in  which  the  fundamental  prin- 
<!iple8  of  radical  axes  and  centres  of  similitude  are  developed, 
after  which,  "  to  show  the  fruit- 
fulness  of  the  preceding  theory  ^^B*  !• 
by   a   suitable    example,"  this 
elegant  solution   of   Malfatti's 
Problem  is  given:   Bisect  the 
angles  of  the  triangle,  and  in 
the   three   partial  triangles  so 
formed  inscribe  circles.     From 
the  point  of  tangency  m  of  the 
circle  M  (Fig.  1),  with  the  side 
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A  B,  draw  a  tangent  to  the  circle  L  (which  will  also  be  tangent 
to  the  circle  K),  and  from  the  point  of  tangency  I  of  the  circle 
L,  with  the  side  A  C,  draw  a  tangent  to  the  circle  M  (which 
will  also  be  tangent  to  the  circle  K) ;  in  the  quadrilateral  thus 
formed,  A  lOrn^  (which  is  a  circumscriptible  one),  inscribe  t 
circle,  and  it  is  one  of  the  circles  required;  in  a  similar  maoDer 
the  remaining  circles  are  found. 

The  proof  of  this  construction,  as  also  the  extension  of  it 
which  follows,  is  omitted,  and  the  expression  '*jedoch  ohne 
beweis"  leaves  us  in  doubt  whether  he  merely  omitted  the  proof, 
or  whether  he  had  not  yet  found  a  proof  to  omit. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  Stein er  does  not  stop  with  merely 
giving  a  solution  of  the  problem,  but  by  means  of  the  principles 
of  Radical  Axes,  Centres  of  Similitude,  etc.,  which  he  bad 
developed  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  he  goes  further  and 
solves  this  more  general  problem.  Tliree  circles  in  a  plane  are 
given  in  magnitude  and  position^  describe  three  other  circles 
each  touching  the  oUier  two  and  two  of  the  given  circles.  And 
even  this  extension  is  still  further  extended  to  the  case  of  three 
circles  lying  not  in  a  plane  bat  upon  the  surface  of  a  sphere. 

After  giving  the  solution  of  Malfatti's  Problem  without  the 
extension,  he  adds  that  the  problem  by  no  means  admits  of 
merely  a  single  solution,  but  that  at  least  thirty-two  different 
solutions  of  the  problem  without  the  extension  seem  to  be  pos- 
sible, all  similar  to  the  foregoing. 

These  statements  are  given  without  proof,  and,  so  far  as  known 
to  the  writer,  no  geometric  proof  of  this  solution  with  the  exten- 
sions of  the  problem  has  been  given.  It  is  true  that  one  of  the 
thirty-two  solutions  has  been  given  by  several  persons,  but  no- 
where apparently  by  the  methods  used  by  Steiner,  unless  per- 
chance that  by  Andrew  S.  Hart,  in  Vol.  I  of  the  Quarterly 
Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics,  be  such. 

In  the  following  year  (May  2,  1827)  Prof.  Paucker,  of  Mitaa, 
presented  to  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Petersburg, 
a  memoir  on  a  question  relative  to  the  tangencies  of  circles,  and 
the  memoir,  which  covers  84  4to.  pages,  is  almost  exclusively 
devoted  to  Malfatti's  Problem.  This  memoir  seems  to  have 
been  generally  overlooked ;  at  least  no  reference  to  it  has  been 

*  O  U  the  centre  of  the  inscribed  circle,  not  placed  upon  the  figora. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PHILOSOPHIOAL  800IETT  09  WASHINGTON.  UT 

anywhere  fonDd,  and  it  is  the  failure  by  Mr.  Talbot  to  examine 
this  memoir  that  has  led  him  into  error  in  his  history. 

Professor  Paackcr  first  analyzes  the  problem,  and  then  gives 
a  solution.  The  solution  which  he  gives  is  almost  identical  with 
that  given  by  Steiner.  It  differs,  however,  in  this :  after  having 
inscribed  circles  in  the  three  partial  triangles  (Fig.  1)  the 
centres  of  the  three  circles  are  joined,  two  and  two,  and  then 
from  m  a  line  is  drawn  through  the  intersection  of  K  L  with 
0  C,  and  he  then  shows  that  this  line  will  be  tangent  to  the 
two  circles  K  and  L  ;  whereas  Steiner  draws  a  line  from  m  tan- 
gent to  the  circle  L,  and  he  says  it  will  be  tangent  to  the  circle 
K  also.-  This  is  a  slight  difference  in  getting  at  the  same  result, 
but  combined  with  the  dates  of  their  papers,  which  differ  by  a 
little  more  than  a  year,  and  with  the  manner  in  which  Prof. 
Paucker  proves  his  construction,  and  also  combined  with  the 
fact  that  he  makes  no  allusion  to  the  work  of  Steiner,  while  he 
gives  due  credit  to  Malfatti,  Oergonne,  Crelle,  Lehmus,  and 
TMenat,  seems  to  indicate  that  he  had  obtained  his  results  in- 
dependently of  Steiner. 

Prof.  Paucker  demonstrates  the  correctness  of  his  construction 
by  Euclidian  methods,  making  no  use  of  the  Modern  Geometiy, 
so  called,  and  goes  into  the  details  with  much  carefulness.  He 
begins  by  demonstrating  some  Lemmas,  and  in  this  respect  has 
been  followed  by  all  subsequent  writers.  His  first  Lemma  is  as 
follows:  If  an  angle  A  is  bisected 
by  A  M  (Fig.  2)  and  two  circles  are  Fig.  2. 

drawn  at  pleasure,  one  tangent  to 
A  M  and  A  T,  and  the  other  tan- 
gent to  A  M  and  A  T',  and  the 
points  of  tangency  T  and  T'  are 
joined,  then  the  cords  Tt  and  T'/' 
are  equal.  This  he  readily  proves 
by  similar  triangles. 

In  paragraph  13  of  his  memoir 
be  demonstrates  that  if  tangents  are  drawn  (Fig.  2)  from  T  to 
the  circle  K,  and  from  T'  to  the  circle  M,  these  tangents  are 
equal. 

These  two  propositions  are  also  proved  by  Mr.  Hart  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  Quarterly  Journal,  without  reference  to 
whether  it  had  previously  been  done. 
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Prof.  Paucker  gives,  in  additioD  to  the  solution  of  the  problem 
before  mentioned,  a  second  solution  entirely  independent  of  the 
auxiliary  circles,  and  which  results  immediately  from  a  theorem 
due  to  Mons.  Pierre  T6denat,  and  which  theorem  is  proven  in 
bis  memoir.  He  also  gives  the  trigonometric  solution  as  modified 
from  that  of  Crelle  and  Lebmus,  and  ends  with  several  miscel- 
laneous theorems  on  tangeucies.  The  memoir  is  very  complete 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  old  geometry,  but  the  author  does  not 
appear  to  have  had  so  broad  a  view  as  Steiner,  and  nowhere 
goes  into  the  question  of  how  many  solutions  are  possible  as 
Steiner  has  done.  2<k'e?ertheless  his  paper  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant contributions  to  the  subject,  and  one  which  has  nowhere 
been  found  mentioned  by  any  writer  upon  the  subject  that  has 
been  consulted. 

In  1833,  Prof.  Zornow,  of  KSnigsberg,  published  in  Crelle's 
Journal,  Vol.  X,  an  algebraic  demonstration  of  Steiner's  con- 
struction, and  the  next  year  Prof.  Pliicker,  of  Bonn,  published 
in  the  same  journal  a  demonstration  of  the  same,  partially  geo- 
metric, but  it  is  only  completed  by  the  aid  of  analysis.  His 
memoir  bears  date  Oct.  1831,  and  "he  was,  therefore,"  says  Mr. 
Talbot,  "the  first  who  succeeded  in  demonstrating  Steiner'^ 
theorem."  It  would  seem,  however,  that  Prof.  Paucker,  whose 
memoir  was  rea^  before  the  St  Petersburg  Academy,  May  2, 
1827,  is  entitled  to  the  credit,  as  he  seems  both  to  have  discovered 
and  demonstrated  Steiner's  theorem. 

In  Hymer's  Trigonometry,  published  in  1842,  a  very  good 
trigonometrical  solution  of  the  problem  may  be  found,  the  results 
obtained  being  the  same  as  those  found  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Seitz,  in 
the  Analyst,  Vol.  II,  1875,  pp.  74-76. 

The  next  paper  of  importance  seems  to  have  been  one  by 
Prof.  Adams,  of  Winterthur,  who  published  a  complete  algebrai- 
cal investigation  of  the  subject  in  1845,  in  a  quarto  pamphlet  of 
26  pages.  The  pamphlet  does  not  appear  to  be  accessible  in 
any  of  the  libraries  of  this  city,  and  the  contents  of  the  pamphlet 
can  only  be  judged  from  a  brief  review  of  it  found  in  Nouvelles 
Annales  de  Matb^matiques,  Vol.  YIII,  p.  62.  It  is  there  in- 
dicated that  the  pamphlet  consists  principally  of  twelve  Lemmas 
algebraically  proved. 

In  1852,  Prof.  Schellbach,  of  Berlin,  published  in  Crelle's 
Journal,  Vol.  XLV,  a  new  solution  of  Malfatti's  Problem,  accom- 
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panted  with  a  trigonometric  proof,  and  sabseqaently  the  same 
con9traction  was  extended  to  spherical  triangles. 

This  makes  three  entirely  diflferent  constructions,  viz.,  the  one 
which  Prof  Paueker  says  results  immediately  from  a  theorem  of 
Tedenat's,  and  which  perchance  might  be  called  Tedeuat's  con- 
struction ;  second,  Steiner's ;  and  third,  Schellbach's.  A  con- 
sultation of  all  the  authors  referred  to  would  doubtless  reveal 
others. 

A  paper  by  Mr.  Andrew  S.  Hart  has  been  already  referred  to. 
It  is  important,  though  brief,  as  apparently  coming  nearer  in  its 
mode  of  thought  to  the  reasoning  that  led  Steiner  to  the  discovery 
of  the  solution  than  any  paper  met  with. 

Prof.  Cayley  has  also  written  upon  the  problem.  He  has  a  note 
on  Schellbach's  solution  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Quarterly  Jour- 
nal, and  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society,  Vol.  LXX,  he 
has  a  memoir  entitled  "Analytic  Researches  connected  with 
Steiner's  extension  of  Malfatti's  Problem. '^ 

Lastly,  we  come  to  the  memoir  of  Mr.  Talbot,  mentioned  at 
the  outset.  He  says. of  Malfatti's  Problem  that  ''although  it  is 
a  question  of  elementary  geometry  which  can  be  solved  by  a 
simple  and  elegant  geometrical  construction,  yet  no  geometrical 
proof  has  ever  been  given,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  of  the  truth  of 
this  construction.  ♦  ♦  ♦  I  now  offer,"  he  says,  **to  the 
Royal  Society  a  purely  geometrical  solution  of  the  problem  ;  and, 
for  the  sake  of  clearness,  I  have  divided  it  into  several  parts, 
which  I  have  called  Lemmas."  Then  follow  the  Lemmas,  of 
which  there  are  11,  "in  the  first  9  of  which,"  he  says,  "I  chiefly 
follow  Pliicker."  ♦  *  *  But  Lemmas  10  and  11  are  original; 
at  least  he  believed  them  to  be  so. 

Lemma  10  is  the  general  case  of  the  first  Lemma  of  Prof. 
Paueker,  already  cited,  t.  e.,  if  in  Fig.  2,  A  M  is  not  the  bisector 
of  the  angle  A  then  the  chords 

T^        tgjUAT 
Tt'    'tgl  MAT' 
and  this  general  case  is  proved  by  Mr.  Hart. 

Mr.  Talbot's  11th  Lemma  is  identical  with  the  13th  paragraph 
of  Paucker's  memoir  above  cited. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  remarked  that  in  none  of  the  works 
consulted  in  preparing  this  sketch  has  there  been  found  a  treat- 
ment of  the  problem  in  the  general  way  in  which  Steiner  handled 
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it ;  and  it  seems  that  a  complete  analysis  of  the  various  cases 
and  solutions  for  plane  and  spherical  triangles,  and  for  spheres 
from  a  purely  geometric  point  of  view,  is  still  want^. 

A  list  is  appended  of  references  to  all  literature  that  has  been 
found  containing  anything  pertaining  to  Malfatti's  problem. 
Adams  (Carl).     Programm  der  Gewerbschnle  in  Winterthur  far 

das  Schuljahr,  1848 ;  4to.  26  pp.  1  pi.     Winterthur,  1846. 

Das    Malfattische    Problem  neu    geldst.    4to. 

Winterthur,  1846. 

Archiv  der  Mathematik  und  Physik  u.  s.  w. 

herausgegeben    von    Johann    August    Grunert,   Greifswald. 

Vol.  viii.,  1846,  pp.  451-452. 

Nouvelles  Annales  de   Math^matiques.     Vol. 

viii.,  1849,  pp.  62-63. 
Bernoulli  (Jacob).     Opera.  2  v.  4to.     Genevae,  1744.     See 

vol.  i.,  p.  303. 
Binder  (F.)    Das  Malfattishe  Problem.     Programm  des  Semi- 
nars Schdnthal.    4to.     Tubingen,  1868. 
Gatelan  (Eugene).     Note  giving  solution  by  Mons.  Lechmutz. 

Nouvelles  Annales  de  Math^matiques.     Vol.  v.,  1846,  pp. 

60-64. 
Cayley  (Arthur).*  On  a  system  of  equations  connected  with 

Malfatti^s  Problem,  and  another  algebraical  system.    Camb. 

and  Dublin  Math.  Journal,  vol.  iv.,  1849,  pp.  270-276. 

Analytical  researches  connected  with  Steiner's 

extension  of  Malfatti's  Problem.     Phil.  Trans,  of  the  Royal 

Society,  vol.  Ixx.,  1852,  pp.  253-278. 

On  Schellbach's  solution  of  Malfatti's  Prob- 

lem.     Quart  Joum.  of  Pure  and  Applied  Math.,  vol.  i.,  1857^ 

pp.  219-222. 
Clebsch  (Rudolf  Friedrich  Alfred).      Anwendnng  der  ellip- 

tischen  Funktionen  auf  ein  Problem  der  Geometric  des  Raumes. 

Journal  flir  die  reine  und  angewandte  Mathematik,  von  A.  L. 

Crelle.     Vol.  liii.,  1857,  pp.  292-308. 
Crelle  (August  Leopold).      Sammlung  mathemat   Aufs&tze 

und  Bemerkungen.     2  vols.  8vo.     Berlin,  1821-1822.     Seo 

vol  ii. 
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ft)U0ATiONAL  Times  for  August,  1868,  p.  116,  Quest.  2713 ;  also 
Jannarj,  1875,  p.  252. 

OiaooNNS  (Joseph  Diez).     Annales  de  Math^matiques  Pures 

et  Appliquees,  vol.  i.,  1810,  pp.  196,  343 ;  vol.  ii.,  1811,  p.  60. 
Hart  (Andrew  S.).     Geometrical  investigation  of  Steiner's  con- 

straction  for  Malfatti-s  Problem.     Quart.  Journ.  of  Pure  and 

Applied  Math.,  vol.  i.,  1857,  pp.  219-222. 
Htmers  (John).     A  Treatise  on  Trigonometry.    2d  ed.     Cam* 

bridge,  1841,  pp.  143-144.     Ex.  63. 

LiCHMUTZ  (  ^  ).  Annales  de  Math^matiques  Pures  et  Appli- 
qu^es  redigeea  par  Oergonne.     Vol.  x.,  1820,  pp.  289- 

LiHMUS  (Daniel  Charles  Ludolph).  Lehrbuch  der  reinen  und 
togewan.  MathematiL  in  3  Bden.  mit  kpfn.  in  4to.  Berlin^ 
1827.     See  vol.  ii. 

Malfatti  (Giovanni  Francesco).  Memoria  sopra  un  prob- 
lema  stereotomico  [1802].  Memorie  di  Matematica  e  di  Fisica 
della  Society  Italiana  delle  Scienze  resideute  in  Modena.  Vol. 
X.,  part  1,  1803,  pp.  235-244. 

Habtin  (Artemas).  Proof  of  Steiner's  solution.  Lady's  and 
Gentleman's  Diary  for  1870,  pp.  89-90. 

Paucreb  (Magnus  Georg  von).     Merooire  sur  une  question  de 
geom^trie  relative  aux  tactions  des  cercles. 
M^moires  pr^sent^  a  I'Academie  Imp^riale  des  Sciences  de 
St  Petersbourg  par  divers  Savans.    Vol.  i.,  1831,  pp.  503-586. 

Plucksr  (Julius).     Das  Malfattische  Problem. 
Jonmal  fiir  die  reine  und  angewandte  Mathematik,  von  A.  L. 
Crelle.     Vol.  xi.,  1834,  pp.  117-129. 

Uber  die  Steinersche   Verallgemeinerung  der   Malfattischen 
Anfgabe.     Same,  pp.  356-360. 

(^uiBBK  (A.).     Programm  des  Friederichsgymnasiums  zu  Her- 

ford  mr  das  Jahr  1849. 
.     Das  Malfattische  Problem.     Beweis  der  Stoiner- 

lehen  Construction.     Archiv  der  Mathematik  und  Physik  n. 

1.  w.  heransg.  von  J.  A.  Grunert,  Greifswald.    Vol.  xv.,  1850, 

pp.  197-204. 

*  Leebmau  and  Lehmiii  I  siiBpeot  to  be  the  same,  but  have  not  been 
•Meieverif/ihefaoU 
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Salmon  (George).  Conic  Sections,  4th  ecL,  8yo.  London, 
1863,  p.  362. 

ScHEFFLER  (August  Ghvistian  William  Hermann).  Anfldsung 
dea  Malfattischen  Problems.  Archiv  der  Mathematik  und 
Phjsik  a.  8.  w.  herausgegeben  von  Johann  August  Orunert^ 
Greifswald,     Vol.  xvi.,  1851,  pp.  424-430. 

SoHELLBACH  (Karl  Heinricb).  Eine  Losung  der  Malfattischen 
Aufgabe. 

Journal  far  die  reine  und  angewandte  Mathematik.  von  A.  L. 
Crelle.     Vol.  xlv.,  1852,  pp.  91-92. 

Eine  Erweiterung  der  Malfattischen   Aufgabe.     Same,  pp. 
186-187. 
Nourelles  Annales  de  Math.     Vol.  xiL,  1853,  pp.  131-136. 

Seitz  (Enoch  B.)  Trigonometrical  solution  of  Malfatti's  Prob- 
lem.    The  Analyst,  vol.  ii.,  1875,  pp.  74-76. 

Steiner  (Jacob).     Einige  geometriscbe  Betrachtungen. 
Journal  fiir  die  reine  und  angewandte  Mathematik,  voa  A.  L. 
Crelle.     Vol.  i.,  1826,  pp.  161-184. 

Talbot  (Henry  Fox).     Researches  on  Malfatti's  Problem. 
Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.     Vol.  xxiv., 
1867,  part  1,  pp.  127-138. 

T^DENAT  (Pierre).  Annales  de  Math^matiques  Pures  et  Appli- 
qudes  rMig^es  par  Oergonne.     Vol.  ii.  1811,  pp.  165-170. 

Van  Swinden  (Jan  Hendrik).  Elemente  der  Geometric  ans 
dem  Hollandischen  nbersetzt  und  vermehrt,  von  C.  F.  A.  Ja- 
cobi.    8vo.    Jena,  1834,  p.  256,  No.  675. 

WiTTSTEiN  (Armin).'*'  Geschichte  des  Malfattischen  Problems. 
4to.  39  pp.,  4  pi.     Miinchen,  1871. 

ZoRER  ( ).     Programm  des  Gymnasiums   zu  Ellwangen. 

Tubingen,  1870. 

*  Since  the  reading  of  this  paper  Prof.  H.  S.  Holden,  of  the  U.S.  Naval 
Obsenratorjr,  has  called  my  attention  to  the  history  by  Wittstein.  While 
this  is  going  through  the  press  I  have  received  a  copy  of  Wittsteln's  his- 
tory of  the  problem,  and  from  it  I  extract  the  titles  of  sereral  papers 
mentioned  iu  it,  which  papers  I  have  never  seen,  and  Incorporate  them  In 
the  foregoing  list.  It  may  be  ohfterv«>d  that  Mr.  Wittfttein  has,  as  w<»ll  at 
Mr.  Talbot,  overlooked  Prof.  Paaoker's  memoir  in  making  up  his  histoiy. 
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ZoRNow  (Anton  Robert).  Demonstration  de  la  solution  da 
problfeme  de  MaUktti,  donn6e  par  Mr.  Steiner,  p.  178,  du  tome 
ly  cab.  2. 

Journal  far  die  reine  and  angewandte  Matbematik,  Yon  A.  L. 
Crelle.     Vol.  x.,  1833,  pp.  300-302. 
Noovelles  Annales  de  Matb.    Vol.  yI.,  1847,  pp.  346-350. 

Mr.  HiLOARB  called  attention  to  a  paper  on  the  general  prob- 
lem of  tangencies  in  the  Smithsonian  Contribations  to  Knowledge 
by  Mr.  Alvobd. 


122d  Msbtino.  April  7,  1877. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Fifty-one  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  C.  Abbe,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Parker,  Chairman,  read 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

THE  METEOB  Of  DECEMBER  24,   1873. 
(77lt«  report  will  appear  hereafter.) 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Hilgard,  Harkness,  and 
Coffin,  mainly  on  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  trustworthy  obser- 
vations on  meteors,  sufficient  for  determining  their  apparent  paths 
and  altitudes. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Greene  made  a  communication  on 

THE  NAVT  COMPASS, 

exhibiting  and  contrasting  the  Liquid  Compass  now  provided, 
and  such  as  were  in  use  only  a  few  years  ago,  and  describing  the 
great  improvements  which  have  been  introduced,  greatly  increasing 
precision,  delicacy,  and  stability. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Harkness,  mainly  on  the  device 
of  Mr.  Ritchie  for  elevating  the  compasses  on  board  the  moni- 
tors, and  Messrs.  Hilqard,  Coffin,  P.  M.  Green,  Abbe,  and 
Alvorb. 
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123d  Meeting.  April  21, 187t. 

Vice-President  Tayloe  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  A.  F.  A.  King,  in  continnance  of  his  former  paper  (read 
Febraarj  24,  1877;,  presented  remarks  showing 

THE  CONSERVATIVE  INFLUENCE  OF  DISEASE  AS  ILLUSTRATED  I» 
THE  PHENOMENA  OF  PULMONARY  PHTHISIS. 

(AB8TBA0T.) 

Speaking  generally,  and  iu  conformity  with  the  views  pre- 
viously presented,  he  concluded :  Ist.  That  the  primary  cawe 
of  conservative  organic  change,  was  change  of  environment  which 
necessitated  modification  or  function.  2d.  To  prevent  such 
changes  taking  place,  the  natural  environment  must  be  continued. 
8d.  To  arrest  the  progress  of  commencing  modification,  the  new 
environments  must  be  removed — the  old  ones  restored.  4th.  When 
this  last  cannot  be  done,  the  structural  modifications  resaltini^ 
from  the  new  environments  must  be  conducted  to  their  designed 
completion. 

Successfully  to  carry  out  this  course  a  knowledge  of  the  adaptive 
relationship  between  the  new  structures  and  new  environmeuts 
must  be  acquired. 

To  this  end  the  case  selected  for  study  must  be  a  typical  and 
completed  one,  characterized  chiefly  by  the  qualities  of  laleticy 
and  chronicUy — comparative  absence  of  symptoms  and  slowness 
of  growth.  The  points  to  be  ascertained  are :  1st.  How  has  the 
modified  organ  been  made  to  difi'er,  in  function,  from  the  physio- 
logical unmodified  organ  1  2d.  What  environing  conditions  have 
rendered  the  functional  modification  necessary  or  desirable  for 
the  prolongation  of  life  ? 

To  answer  these  inquiries,  animals  of  different  species  and 
variety  may  be  studied  with  a  view  to  discover  individuals 
whose  organs,  in  their  physiological  state,  resemble  those  of 
the  modified  human  organism.  The  environments  natural  to 
such  animals  would  necessarily  resemble  those  producing  re- 
sembling modification  in  man  ;  hence  the  cause  of  the  acquired 
modification  in  man  would  be  thus  reached. 

Again,  by  studying  individuals  having  structural  peculiarities 
exactly  opposite  to  those  observed  in  the  human  specimen,  we 
learn  by  contrast  what  we  before  learned  by  resemblance. 

In  applying  this  method  of  study  to  pulmonary  phthisis,  after 
selecting  a  "typical"  completed  case  of  the  disease  for  special 
examination,  we  find  the  structural  changes  to  be  (chiefly)  :  dilata- 
tion of  the  bronchi  with  chronic  peribronchitis ;  thickening  and 
adhesion  of  the  pleura;  obliteration  of  air-vesicles  and  capillary 
bloodvessels  in  the  lung,  the  normal  lung  tissue  being  substituted 
by  a  hyperplasic  growth  of  connective,  or  fibrous,  or  even  fibro- 
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cartilaginoas  tissue.    These  changes  are  commonly  most  marked 
in  the  left  lung. 

On  examination,  as  before  directed,  we  find  that  animals  whose 
normal  respiratory  system  more  or  less  resembles,  in  structure 
and  function,  the  respiratory  apparatus  of  the  consumptive 
patient,  are  to  be  found  among  the  different  tribes  of  serpents, 
frogs,  toads,  tortoises,  turtles,  etc.  The  natural  environments  of 
these  animals  were  such  as  to  demand  of  their  respiratory  organs 
only  a  limited  amount  of  function  as  compared  with  those  of 
man ;  hence  it  was  inferred  that  partially  similar  environments 
must  have  impressed  the  human  individual  in  whom  the  chronic 
changes  of  structure,  just  noticed,  were  developed,  and  which  he 
therefore  designated  Fihrotic  Atrophy  of  the  Beapiratory  Appa- 
ratus. 

The  conclusion  thus  reached  he  considered  was  sustained  by 
actual  observation  in  practice.  Thus  muscular  indolence,  espe- 
cially such  as  is  inseparable  from  a  sedentary  life  and  indoor 
occupations  or  confinement  in  prisons ;  and  prolonged  silence  or 
vocal  indolence,  together  with  persistent  mental  depression,  were 
universally  acknowled  first  causes  of  phthisis  ;  in  all  of  them  the 
demand  for  respiratory  function  was  reduced,  and  the  consequent 
modification  of  the  respiratory  organs  was  a  conservative  attempt 
to  adapt  the  individual  to  his  unnatural  surroundings.  Opposite 
environments,  viz.,  such  as  necessitated  active  locomotive  exer- 
cise, vocal  exercise,  and  promoted  hilarity  and  mental  exhilara- 
tion, were  admitted  prophylactics  of  consumption.  Hence  ora- 
tors, pedestrians,  and  pugilists  (the  latter,  however,  only  prior 
to  their  "  retirement  from  the  ring'^)  were  comparatively  exempt 
from  the  disease. 

Active  respiratory  function  also  promoted  activity  of  the  por- 
tal circulation,  and  consequently  a  good  digestion,  hence  the 
theory  that  the  disease  was  due  to  imperfect  assimilation  of  food 
(a  theory  ably  supported  by  Sir  James  Clark,  Dr.  Wilson  Philip, 
Prof.  J.  H.  Bennett,  and  others)  was  admitted  only  with  the 
proviso  that  the  impaired  assimilation  arose  from  impaired  por- 
tal circulation  consequent  upon  the  restriction  of  the  motions  of 
the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  walls  that  were  inseparable  from 
a  restriction  of  the  respiration. 

The  fibrotic  atrophy  of  the  respiratory  system  was  conser- 
vative, considering  the  environments  under  the  impression  of 
which  it  arose,  in  protecting  the  individual  from  fatal  hyper- 
oxidation  of  the  blood — a  condition  actually  existing  during  the 
first  stage  of  phthisis,  as  proved  by  the  arguments  and  experi- 
ments of  Beddoes,  Liebig,  Aucell,  Simon,  Rokitansky,  and  others. 

Mr.  EiNQ  concluded  his  paper  with  the  remark  that  the  views 
he  had  presented  were  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  Dar- 
winian evolution.  Man  had  attained  his  present  nobility  of 
development  by  successive  and  gradual  increments  of  functional 
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exercise,  extending  throagh  many  centuries.  Coincident  with 
the  acquired  powers  of  speech,  musical  expression,  and  bipedal 
locomotion  in  the  erect  posture,  the  respiratory  organs  had  a1> 
tained  a  superior  development.  But  buch  a  high  degree  of 
development  could  not  be  maintained  without  corresponding  high 
degrees  of  function ;  hence  functional  indolence  tended  to  pro- 
duce a  retrogressive  evolution  towards  lower  forms  of  animals 
from  which  man  had  been  evolved.  Consumption,  therefore,  was 
an  attempted  adaptive  modification  of  the  breathing  organs,  in 
the  direction  of  atrophy,  consequent  upon  the  failure  of  the  in- 
dividual to  perform  those  exercises  by  which  the  highly  elabo- 
rated respiratory  system  would  be  called  upon  for  the  full  capacity 
of  its  functional  play. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Woodward  and  Oill. 

Mr.  J.  J.  WooDWABD  read  the  following  paper  on 

A  SIMPLE  DEVIOB  FOB  THE  ILLUMINATION  OF  BALSAM-MOUNTED 
OBJECTS  FOB  EXAMINATION  WITH  CERTAIN  IMMERSION  OBJEO* 
TIVES  WHOSE  ''BALSAM  ANGLE"  IS  90^  OR  UPWARDS. 

Certain  immersion  objectives  are  so  constructed  that  they  are 
capable  of  admitting  rays  which  enter  the  front  lens  at  a  greater 
angle  with  the  optical  axis  than  the  limit  for  dry  objectives.  That 
this  is  not  only  theoretically  possible,  but  that  such  objectives 
have  been  successfully  constructed,  was  several  years  since  de- 
monstrated in  the  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  both  by  Mr. 
Keith  and  myself,'*'  notwithstanding  which  the  contrary  has  often 
since  been  energetically  asserted  by  writers  in  the  same  journal. 

Meanwhile,  immersion  lenses  possessed  of  the  excessive  angle 
in  dispute,  continue  to  be  put  into  the  market  by  more  than  one 
maker,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  purchasers  will  be  interested  in 
a  simple  device  which  I  have  used  for  some  time  with  such  ob- 
jectives to  illuminate  test-objects  mounted  in  balsam.  This 
device  consists  merely  of  a  right-angled  prism  of  crown  glass 
mounted  beneath  the  stage  in  such  a  manner  that  its  long  side 
can  be  connected  by  oil  of  cloves,  or  some  similar  fluid,  with  the 
slide  on  which  the  object  is  mounted.  The  details  of  the  plan  will 
be  understood  from  the  accompanying  diagram,  in  which  the 
glass  prism  is  seen  in  section  just  beneath  the  object-slide  F,  F. 

*  Jnne,  1873,  p.  268;  November,  1873,  p.  210;  March,  1874,  p.  119; 
September,  1874,  p.  124. 
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Just  below  it  is  another  right-angled  prism,  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions, made  of  brass ;  the  section  of  this  prism  is  indicated  by 
dark  shading  in  the  diagram.     The  right  angles  of  both  prisms 


are  trancated,  and  the  facets  are  cemented  together  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  long  sides  of  the  prisms  are  parallel.  The  brass 
prism  slips  transversely  in  a  groove  in  the  top  of  a  holder,  C^ 
which  is  fitted  into  the  snbstage  of  the  microscope.  Z>  Z>  is  a 
19 
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blackeDed  brass  screen  held  in  position  by  two  brass  arms,  one 
of  which  is  shown  in  the  figure.  This  screen  is  parallel  to  the 
adjacent  face  of  the  glass  prism,  and  has  in  it  a  small  circalar 
apertare,  E^  about  the  size  of  a  large  pinhole.  The  side  of  the 
glass  prism  next  the  screen  is  covered  with  black  paper  in  which 
is  a  corresponding  pinhole.  The  two  pinholes  are  so  placed 
that  a  beam*  of  parallel  white  sunlight  (r)  passing  through  both 
will  be  perpendicular  to  the  side  of  the  glass  prism  on  which  it 
impinges. 

To  use  this  apparatus,  it  is  adjusted  in  the  sub-stage  of  the 
microscope,  a  drop  of  oil  of  cloves  is  placed  on  the  upper  face 
of  the  prism,  the  glass  slide  FF,  on  which  the  object  is  mounted 
in  Canada  balsam  under  the  usual  thin  cover,  (?,  is  placed  on  the 
stage,  and  the  sub-stage  is  racked  up  until  the  drop  of  oil  of 
cloves  is  spread  out  into  a  thin  layer,  /. 

The  object  being  thus  arranged,  it  is  evident  that  if  a  beam 
of  parallel  solar  rays  (^white  sunlight),  reflected  from  a  plane  mir- 
ror, be  thrown  through  the  two  apertures  upon  the  face  of  the 
prism,  being  perpendicular  to  that  face,  it  will  en*«r  and  pass 
through  without  refraction  until  it  reaches  the  upper  surface  of 
the  thin  glass  cover,  O,  The  parallel  rays  impinge  upon  this 
surface,  as  is  evident  from  the  construction  at  an  angle  of  45° 
with  the  optical  axis,  0  0.  If,  now,  the  medium  next  above  the 
thin  cover,  (?,  be  air,  this  obliquity  will  be  greater  than  the  criti- 
cal angle,  and  total  reflection  of  the  rays  will  take  place.  If, 
however,  the  medium  next  above  the  thin  cover  be  water,  the 
obliquity  will  not  be  greater  than  the  critical  angle.  Refraction 
having  taken  place,  the  rays  will  enter  the  water,  JET,  and  if  an 
immersion  lens  of  sufficient  angle  of  aperture  be  focussed  upon 
the  objects  mounted  beneath  the  cover,  (?,  these  rays  not  merely 
enter  the  front  of  the  objective,  but  will  form  a  well-defined  imagp 
of  the  object  on  a  brightly  illuminated  field,  which  will  be  visible 
through  the  eye-piece  of  the  instrument  in  the  usual  way.  Of 
course  it  is  evident  from  the  diagram  that  with  no  dry  objective, 
or  any  immersion  objective  of  less  than  90®  balsam  angle,  can 
anything  whatever  of  balsam-mounted  objects'*'  thus  illuminated 
be  seen. 

*  The  apparatus  can  be  used,  of  coarse,  to  secure  black-ground  illami- 
nation  of  suitable  drjr  objects  if  the/  are  mounted  on  the  slide  instead 
of  the  cover,  as  is  usual. 
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Immersion  objectives  may  be  divided  according  to  their  beha- 
vior with  this  apparatus  into  three  classes:  1st.  Those  with 
which,  since  thej  do  not  have  sufficient  angle  of  aperture  to  ad- 
mit the  illuminating  pencil,  nothing  can  be  seen,  precisely  as  in 
the  case  of  dry  objectives.  2d.  Those  which  have  sufficient 
angle  of  aperture  to  admit  rays  of  this  obliquity,  but  are  in- 
capable of  bringing  them  to  an  image-forming  focus ;  with  these 
the  field  appears  well  illuminated,  but  the  objects  are  not  well 
defined.  3d.  Those  which  not  only  admit  rays  of  this. obliquity, 
but  form  well-defined  images  with  them.  To  this  class  belong 
not  merely  immersion  objectives  with  the  so-called  duplex  fronts, 
but  others ;  and  I  may  add  not  merely  objectives  of  American 
make,  but  some  constructed  by  a  well-known  English  house.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  quality  of  the  image  formed  by  the  direct 
rays  of  the  sun  thrown  through  a  pinhole  at  this  excessive  ob- 
liquity, varies  very  greatly  in  different  cases.  I  will  state,  how- 
ever, that  I  have  thus  far  found  at  least  seven  objectiv.cs,  s6me 
of  English,  others  of  American  make,  which  define  sufficiently 
well  under  these  circumstances  to  resolve  Amphipleura  pe.llucida 
mounted  in  Canada  balsam.  With  the  objectives  which  per- 
formed best,  the  field  was  of  exceeding  whiteness  and  brilliancy, 
but  by  no  means  dazzling,  the  frustule  undistoiled  and  the  strips 
clean  and  black  on  the  white  ground,  very  little  color-aberration 
being  perceived.  With  other  objectives  there  was  more  or  less 
color-aberration  and  distortion,  both  which  faults  were  in  one 
or  two  cases  very  conspicuous,  although  in  the  part  of  the  frustule 
most  sharply  focussed  upon,  the  striae  were  handsomely  brought 
OQt.  The  objectives  with  which  I  thus  succeeded,  ranged  all  the 
way  from  a  ^th  to  ^Vth  immersion.  I  will  add,  that  the  objec- 
tives which  resolved  Amphipleura  pellucida  under  these  trying 
circumstances,  when  used  in  the  ordinary  way  with  this  or  other 
test  objects,  displayed  an  exquisite  perfection  of  definition,  which 
it  would  be  hopeless  to  expect  to  attain  with  objectives  of  less 
angular  aperture. 

As  it  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  in  this  communication  to  pro- 
voke ill-tempered  discussion  of  the  merits  of  individual  makers, 
I  will  not  append  a  list  of  the  results  obtained  with  the  various 
immersion  objectives  I  have  tried  in  this  way.  The  apparatus 
can  be  constructed  for  a  few  shillings,  and  those  who  take  the 
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trouble  to  use  it  will  soon  see  to  which  of  the  three  classes  any 
particular  objective  they  may  test  belongs. 

Mr.  Woodward  also  made  remarks  on 

THE  RULINGS  ON  GLASS  BT  MR.  ROGERS,  OF  OAMBRIDOS. 

(abstract.) 

This  communication  was  a  preliminary  one,  Mr.  Woodward 
showed  photographs,  which  he  had  made,  of  two  of  Mr  Rogers, 
rulings  magnified  about  1050  diameters,  and  compared  them  with 
rulings  by  Powell  &  Lealand,  Nachet  and  Nobert.  The  object 
of  the  photographs  was  to  show  the  quality  of  the  lines.  Those 
of  Mr.  Rogers  appeared  to  have  been  ruled  with  a  faulty  point, 
and  were  each  accompanied  on  one  side  by  a  series  of  faint 
parallel  lines.  That  these  were  not  due  to  diffraction  was  de- 
monstrated by  revolving  the  ruling  (on  the  stage  of  the  micro- 
scope) while  the  illuminating  pencil  remained  stationary.  The 
faint  parallel  lines  revolved  with  the  ruling. 

The  rulings  of  Nobert  were  superior  in  the  quality  of  the  lines 
to  any  of  the  others.  The  reporter  expected  to  examine  more 
rulings  by  Mr.  Rogers  and  others,  and  would  make  hereafter  a 
fuller  communication. 


124th  Meeting.  Mat  5, 1877. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  General  Committee  reported  the  following  resolutions 
respecting  the  late  Dr.  B.  F.  Craio,  which,  after  appropriate 
remarks  by  Messrs.  Henrt,  Parker,  E.  B.  Elliott,  Hilqard, 
and  Woodward,  were  adopted. 

Whereas  the  members  of  this  Society  have  learned  with  sincere 
grief  of  the  death  of  one  of  its  original  members,  Dr.  Benjamin 
Faneuil  Craio,  at  the  age  of  49,  at  his  residence  in  Washing- 
ton, on  April  10th,  1877,  after  a  very  protracted  and  painfol 
illness,  which  he  endured  with  uncomplaining  fortitude ;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  considering  the  death  of  Dr.  Craig,  this 
Society  deplores  the  loss  of  a  member  who  was  one  of  its 
founders,  as  well  as  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  scientifio 
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club  to  which  it  owts  its  origin,  a  chemist  and  physicist  with 
anasnallj  comprehensive  knowledge,  an  exact  experimenter,  a 
man  of  absolute  probity  and  uprightness  of  character,  and  of 
great  benevolence  of  disposition.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that  a  mental  organization  of  so  high  an  order,  combined  with 
snch  admirable  personal  qualities,  was  associated  with  a  feeble 
physical  frame,  that  wore  out  when  it  should  have  been  in  its 
prime. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Society  tender  to  the 
mother  and  brothers  apd  sisters  of  the  deceased  the  assurance  of 
their  deep  sympathy  and  condolence,  and  that  the  Secretaries  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  them  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  which 
shall  also  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  G.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  communication  on 

A  SPXGIAL  METHOD  OF  BABOMETBIO  HTP80METBT. 
(ABBTRACT.  ) 

In  the  determination  of  altitudes  by  means  of  the  barometer 
there  are  two  chief  sources  of  error.  Where,  as  is  the  usual  case, 
it  is  sought  to  ascertain  how  much  a  barometer  read  at  what  is 
called  the  new  station  is  higher  than  another  barometer  read 
simultaneously  at  what  is  called  the  base  siaiion,  there  are  two 
important  factors  of  which  it  is  practically  difficult  to  take  ac- 
count First,  since  the  air  is  not  in  a  state  of  equilibrium,  it 
cannot  be  known  that  a  barometer  suspended  in  the  air  above 
the  base  station,  and  at  the  level  of  the  new  station,  would  record 
the  same  pressure  that  is  observed  at  the  new  station ;  and  the 
discrepancy  between  the  barometer  at  the  new  station  and  the 
barometer  in  air,  measures  a  factor  of  the  problem,  which  may  be 
called  the  error  of  gradient.  Second,  since  the  temperature  of 
the  air  is  not  constant,  and  since  the  air  contains  unequal  pro- 
portions of  moisture  at  dififerent  times,  there  is  a  variation  in  the 
density  of  the  air  independent  of  its  pressure ;  and  the  differ- 
ence between  the  actual  density  of  the  air  and  a  certain  as- 
sumed density,  regarded  as  normal,  measures  a  factor  of  the 
problem,  which  may  be  called  the  error  of  density. 

The  error  of  gradient  will  not  here  be  considered. 

The  error  of  density  is  usually  sought  to  be  measured  by  ob- 
serving the  temperature  and  moisture  of  the  air  at  the  base  and 
new  stations,  but  this  method  is  confessedly  one  of  great  inaccu- 
racy. The  observations  are  necessarily  made^at  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  where  the  changes  of  both  temperature  and  moisture 
are  so  rapid  and  great  that  they  are  not  at  all  comparable  with 
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the  changes  which  afifect  the  column  of  air  to  be  measured; 
namely,  that  column  which  rests  upon  the  base  station  and  ex- 
tends upward  to  the  level  of  the  new  station.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty,  at  least  two  devices  have  been  resorted  to.  First,  by 
establishing  bases  at  several  different  altitudes  and  referring  eadi 
new  station  to  that  base  which  lies  most  nearly  in  its  own  level, 
the  error,  which  is  proportional  to  the  desired  difference  of  alti- 
tude, has  been  reduced  in  amount.  Second,  by  using  mean 
temperatures  and  mean  humidities,  in  place  of  those  recorded  at 
the  hours  of  observation,  and  thus  ignoring  the  small  but  actual 
change  of  temperature  that  the  column  each  day  undergoes,  it 
has  been  found  that  better  results  have  been  obtained  tbao  by 
the  direct  use  of'the  coincident  observations  for  density. 

In  the  method  which  I  here  propose,  no  observations  are  made 
of  the  two  factors  of  temperature  and  moisture ;  but  their  result- 
ant, the  density,  or  more  strictly  a  co-efficient  of  density,  is  deter- 
mined directly.  Within  or  near  the  district  which  contains  the 
new  station,  I  propose  to  establish  two  base  stations,  which 
shall  be  separated  as  little  as  possible  horizontally,  and  as  much 
as  possible  vertically ;  I  will  then  measure  simultaneously  the 
pressure  at  each  of  the  bases  and  at  a  new  station ;  and  then, 
assuming  that  the  co-efficieat  of  density  is  unity,  will  estimate  by 
the  aid  of  the  usual  barometric  tables  the  difference  of  altitude 
between  the  two  bases,  and  the  difference  of  altitude  between  the 
new  station  and  one  of  the  bases.  Then,  by  dividing  the  esti- 
mated difference  of  altitude  of  the  twA  bases  by  their  actual 
difference  of  altitude,  previously  and  independently  determioed, 
I  will  obtain  the  co-efficient  of  density,  which,  being  applied  to 
the  estimated  difference  of  altitude  between  the  new  station  and 
one  base,  will  give  the  required  difference  of  altitude. 

This  method  is  especially  applicable  to  a  mountain  region,  in 
which  the  error  of  density  is  usually  more  important  than  the 
error  of  gradients ;  and  it  can  be  most  economically  employed 
where  the  number  of  new  stations  referable  to  a  single  pair  of 
bases  is  large. 


Mr.  Thomas  Antisell  read  a  paper,  by  Prof.  G.  E.  Munboi, 
of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  on 

THE  ESTIMATION  OF  MANGANESE  AS  PYROPHOSPHATE. 

(  7%i«  paper  wa»  offered  in  January,  and  is  printed  in  the  American 
ChemiBt  of  February,  1877.) 

Mr.  Antisell  also  made  a  communication,  entitled  by  him 

OHEMIOAL  BEBIABKS  ON  TERRESTRIAL  QEOOONT. 
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126th  Meeting.  Mat  19,  IS11, 

Vice-President  Welling  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-three  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  S.  C.  BusEY  read  a  paper  on 

THE  INFLUSNOS  07  THE   OABDIAO  AND   RESPIRATORY   MOVEMENTS 
UPON  THE  MOTION  OF  THE  LYliPH. 

(▲B8TBA0T.) 

He  admitted  the  influence  of  absorption  taking  place  at  the 
periphery,  and  of  the  excess  of  the  arterial  over  the  venous  blood 
pressure,  as  factors  in  promoting  the  movement  of  the  chyle  and 
Ijmph,  but  denied  their  predominance;  and  insisted  that  the 
anatomical  arrangement  of  the  lymphatic  syste^i,  and  its  con- 
nection with  the  venous  system  near  the  confluence  of  three  large 
tranks  near  the  heart,  antagonized  the  theories  of  Flint  and 
Ricklinghausen.  Special  attention  was  directed  to  the  number 
and  arrangement  of  the  valves  in  the  tubular  channel,  which  not 
only  prevented  regurgitation,  but  enhanced  the  influence  of  the 
forces  derived  from  position,  pressure  of  contiguous  parts,  respi- 
ration, and  venous  current  in  the  large  vessels  near  the  heart ; 
and  claimed  that  the  entrance  of  the  thoracic  duct  into  the  sub- 
clavian vein  near  the  junction  of  the  internal  jugular  was  an 
illustration  of  the  principle  of  Yentnri,  whereby  the  more  rapid 
current  of  the  blood  necessarily  contributed  to  the  slower  current 
in  the  thoracic  duct.  Then  followed  the  citation  of  cases  of  ob- 
structive and  regurgitant  heart  diseases,  illustrating  the  effects 
of  impediments  to  the  circulation  upon  the  movements  of  the 
chyle  and  lymph,  and  exhibiting  the  pathological  phenomena 
attributable  to  slowing  of  the  chyle  and  lymph  current.  The  paper 
conclnded  with  a  description  of  the  effects  of  irregular  and  in- 
terrupted respiratory  movements  upon  the  motion  of  the  chyle 
and  lymph,  and  the  importance  of  preserving  the  normal  pulse- 
respiration  ratio  in  the  management   of  pulmonary   diseases. 

{This  paper  will  appear  in  full  in  the  September  number ^  1877,  cfthe  N,  O. 
Med.  and  Surg.  Joum, ) 

Mr.  Antissll  continued  his  remarks  on 

TERRESTRIAL  COSMOGONY. 

Mr.  John  C.  Riley  and  Mr.  Henry  Martyn  Paul  were 
elected,  by  the  General  Committee,  members  of  the  Society. 
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126th  Mebtino.  June  2,  187T. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-one  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  B.  F.  Greene  made  a  communication  on 

AN  ADJUSTABLE  BINNACLE  FOR  THE  CORRECTION  OV  A  SHIP'S 
COMPASS. 

}ir.  Antisell  continued  his  remarks  on 

TERRESTRIAL  QEOQONT. 


127th  Meeting.  June  16,  1877. 

Vice-President  Welling  in  the  Ohair. 
Twentj-one  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  Antisell,  bj  request,  continued  his 

CHEMICAL  REMARKS  ON  TERRESTRIAL  GEOGONT, 

describing  the  successive  processes  bj  which  the  chemical  ele- 
ments of  the  original  nebulous  matter  may  have  combined  in 
forming  the  present  earth. 

The  formation  of  the  earth  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Powell,  Ward,  and  Doolittlb. 


128th  Meeting.  October  13,  1877. 

Vice-President  Hiloard  in  the  Chair. 
Twentj-seven  members  and  visitors  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  exhibited  a  diagram,  which  he  had  devised, 
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'' showing  for  each  year  from  1760  to  1876,  both  indasiTe,  the 
relative  valae  of  gold  to  silver  in  open  market;  also,  the  average 
of  these  rates  bj  period^  of  five  years  each  ;  and  compared  with 
the  standard  mint  ratio  of  the  United  States;  also  with  that  of 
the  Latin  Union." 

He  also  made  a  communication  on 

OPTIONAL  MONETARY  STANDARDS, 

referring  to  daplicate  and  triplicate  standards,  each  alike  author- 
ized as  legal  tenders,  and  either  of  which  may  be  used  at  the 
option  of  debtors. 

Mr.  Thbodorx  Gill  made  a  communication  on 

THE  MORPHOLOGY  OF  THE  ANTLERS  OF  THE  OERYIDJB. 

Incited  \ij  a  recently  published  article  by  Prof.  Oarrod,  of 
London,  on  some  points  in  the  anatomy  of  the  Ruminants  (Proc, 
Zool,  Soc.  Lovdorij  1877,  pp.  1-18),  the  author  had  lately  re- 
investigated the  mode  of  growth  of  the  antlers  of  the  deer.  The 
resalts  finally  reached  may  be  summarized  in  the  following  defi- 
nition of  antlers : — 

Antlers  are  horn-like  appendages  of  frontal  processes,  peculiar 
to  the  deer,  developed  periodically  and  concomitantly  with  the 
sexual  organs,  chiefly  in  the  males,  either  aa  simple  spikes  or 
ioilh  a  tendency  to  bifurcalion,  especially  (but  not  exclusively) 
in  the  direction  of  the  varying  greatest  or  axial  growth. 

The  modifications  of  the  antlers  and  their  contour  in  the  vari- 
ous forms  of  the  family  are  chiefly  dependent  on  and  determined 
by  the  diverse  exhibitions  of  this  tendency,  and  examples  of 
several  kinds  are  furnished  by  the  genera  Fudiut,  Cervus,  Ela- 
phurus,  and  Cariacus, 

The  branches  into  which  the  antlers  successively  divide  in  those 
deer  distinguishable  by  the  complexity  of  those  appendages  may 
be  homologized  with  each  other,  and  in  the  interests  of  a  uniform 
system  of  terminology  the  author  proposed  the  following  names 
applicable  to  the  chief  subdivisions:  (1)  The  simple  spikes  of 
the  first  year  and  their  after-growths  were  designated  protoceres, 
(2)  the  anterior  offshoots  of  the  second  year  deuteroceres,  and  the 
succeeding  (3)  third,  (4)  fourth,  and  (5)  fifth  anterior  offshoots, 
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respectively  (3)  tritoceres,  (4)  tetarioceres,  and  (6)  pempiocerei. 
The  antlers  of  Cervus,  JElaphurua,  and  Cariacus  were  d^ned 
as  follows: — 

In  CervuSf  the  antlers  have  the  main  axis  continuous  in  the 
protoceres  and  incurved  backwards,  the  deuterocerea  are  pro- 
current  and  developed  as  "brow-antlers,"  and  the  tritoceres,  the 
tetarioceres^  and  the  pemptoceres  successively  bifurcate  with  the 
protoceres. 

In  ElaphuruSf  the  antlers  have  the  main  axis  continued  into 
the  detUeroceres,  which  are  supra-current  and  bifurcate  into  an 
anterior  larger  (and  often  subdivided)  and  a  posterior  smaller 
prong,  the  protoceres  are  deflected  backwards,  and  the  tritoceres 
are  rudimentary  or  absent 

In  Cariacus,  the  antlers  have  the  main  axis  snbspirally  excnr- 
rent  into  the  tritoceres  which  generally  bifurcate  anteriorly,  the 
protoceres  are  abruptly  supra-current  from  the  tritoceres,  the 
detderoceres  arise  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  protoceres  near 
their  bases,  and  tetartoceres  are  in  some  (§  EiicerviAs)  developed, 
and  in  some  (§  ^ariactis)  suppressed. 

The  duplication  of  the  prongs  was  not  taken  cognizance  of. 

The  author  remarked  that  the  facts  thus  summarized  would  be 
found  published  in  more  detail  in  the  popular  natural  history 
periodical  entitled  "Field  and  Forest"  for  August,  1877. 


129th  Mextino.  October  27,  1877. 

Vice-President  Taylob  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.'  J,  E.  HiLQABD  made  a  communication  on 

STANDARD  SCALES,  OR  MEASURES  OF  LENGTH  ; 

in  which  he  stated  that,  having  had  occasion  lately  to  compare 
with  each  other  the  two  English  standard  yards,  Nos.  11  and  58, 
made  respectively  of  bronze  and  iron,  deposited  in  the  office  of 
United  States  Coast  Survey,  they  differed  by  an  amount  which, 
though  very  minute,  was  too  considerable  to  be  attributed  to 
original  errors  of  comparison.  These  two  yards  were  presented 
to  our  Government  in  1856  by  that  of  Great  Britain  as  exact 
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eopies  of  the  restored  staDdard  replacing  the  one  destroyed  by 
the  homing  of  the  Parliament  bailding  in  1834.  The  bronze 
standard  is  now  found  to  be  shorter  than  the  iron  one  bj  about 
the  quarter  of  the  thousandth  part  of  one  inch.  On  subsequently 
comparing  the  duplicate  bronze  standard  deposited  with  the 
Canadian  Govern  men  t,  the  same  change  was  detected.  This  was 
referred  to  the  bronze  composition  being  in  a  state  o.f  tension 
owing  to  the  varying  molecular  deportment  of  the  copper,  the 
zinc,  and  the  tin,  of  which  the  alloy  was  composed,  and  the  annual 
oscillations  of  temperature  from  summer  to  winter  (amounting 
probably  to  nearly  100  degrees)  to  which  the  standards  had  been 
exposed  so  many  times,  in  the  small  fire-proof  building  where 
they  had  been  deposited  for  safe  keeping.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  iron  standard,  from  being  internally  more  homogeneous,  was 
probably  the  more  accurate  measure  of  the  two.  Reference  was 
made  to  various  other  alloys  which  had  been  proposed  or  em- 
ployed; as  in  the  new  International  standard  metre  of  platinum 
and  iridium;  but  the  suggestion  was  offered  that  all  were  open  to 
suspicion.  Reference  was  also  made  to  the  employment  of  a 
natural  crystal  of  quai*tz,  42  inches  long,  on  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  mark  a  standard  metre. 

Remarks  on  the  communication  were  made  by  Messrs.  Anti- 
sell,  Elliott,  and  Taylor. 

A  communication  was  made  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  on 

8TANDABD8  OF  TIME — ^INTERNATIONAL,  SECTIONAL,  AND  LOOAL. 

The  importance  was  urged  in  the  first  place  of  fixing  more  defi- 
nitely in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  dividing  meridian  separating  the 
adjacent  days  of  the  month  or  week  as  computed  from  the  eastern 
or  the  western  arrival.'  Behring's  Strait,  the  treaty  boundary 
line  between  Alaska  and  Eastern  Siberia,  a  meridian  about  168^ 
degrees  west  from  Greenwich,  was  referred  to  as  a  good  natural 
terminus.  The  meridian  of  180  degrees — some  eleven  degrees 
forther  west — was  also  referred  to  as  one  commonly  used  by 
navigators. 

In  this  connection  some  remarks  were  made  on  the  importance 
for  railway  and  telegraphic  purposes,  of  an  International  standard 
^mbined  with  sectional  standards  of  time  to  replace  the  gradu- 
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ated  local  standards  of  time.  As  regards  sectional  time,  it  was 
suggested  that  exact  hoars  from  Greenwich  would  be  found  prac- 
tically the  most  convenient  Thns  instead  of  Philadelphia  time, 
or  St.  Louis  time,  or  Denver  Mint  time,  or  San  Francisco  time, 
we  would  have  Atlantic  slope  time  to  be  computed  exactly  fire 
hours,  Mississippi  Yalley  time  exactly  six  hours,  Rocky  Mountaia 
time  exactly  seven  hours,  and  Pacific  slope  time  exactly  eight 
hours  from  Greenwich.  This  would  involve  no  change  in  watches 
or  time-pieces,  unless  in  the  modification  of  the  hour  index.  Bat 
the  minute  hands  would  continue  in  every  case  to  indicate  the 
actual  time  correcUji 
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REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  COLLECT  IN- 
FORMATION RELATIVE  TO  THE  METEOR 
OP  DECEMBER  24th,  1873. 

(Bbad  Apbil  7, 1877.) 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Philosophical  Society  on  the  ,27th  of 
December,  1873,  its  attention  was  called  hj  Dr.  Peter  Parker 
to  a  remarkable  meteor  which  occurred  on  Christmas  Eve,  who 
described  it  in  a  note  of  the  25th  December,  given  in  the  accom- 
panying appendix,  No.  I.*  Other  members  of  the  Society  had 
also  witnessed  the  meteor,  and  much  interest  having  been  awak- 
ened, the  President,  Prof.  Henry,  suggested  that  "  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  secure  all  the  information  possible  to  be  ob- 
tained in  reference  to  the  nnusaally  bright  meteor."  A  com- 
mittee was  accordingly  appointed,  and  they  now  submit  this 
report  of  the  manner  in  which  the  duty  assigned  has  been  dis- 
charged, and  the  results  of  their  labors. 

The  committee  began  its  labors  by  the  formation  of  the  chart 
No.  1,  accompanying  this  report — embracing  the  country  south 
of  the  centres  of  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  and  north 
of  central  Oeorgia,  within  which  region  it  was  presumed  the 
meteor  might  have  been  visible. 

The  following  circular  was  then  prepared  and  sent  to  about 
five  hundred  persons,  especially  to  the  postmasters  and  news- 
paper editors  at  county  seats,  to  the  colleges,  and  to  meteoro* 
logical  observers : — 

Wabhihotoh,  D.  C,  Jan.  9, 1S74. 

Dear  Sir  :  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Philosophical  Society 
of  Washington,  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  secure  all  the  information  possible  to  be  obtained  in  reference 
to  the  unusually  bright  meteor  seen  throughout  this  region  of  the 
country  at  about  a  quarter  before  eight  on  the  24th  of  December, 
or  Christmas  Eve. 

To  this  end,  I  can  assure  you  that  the  Society  will  highly  ap- 
preciate your  kindness  if  you  will  communicate  to  it  such  obser- 
vations as  were  made  either  by  yourself  or  your  acquaintances, 
or  such  as  may  be  found  in  records  that  are  accessible  to  you, 
even  if  such  observations  are  only  of  the  most  general  character. 

It  is  considered  particularly  important  that  you  should  give 
as  detailed  answers  as  possible  to  the  following  questions : — 

*  Owini(  to  iU  great  length  this  Appendix  \n  not  printed.  Dr  Parker's 
oWrvat'onfl  are,  however,  given  in  abfltraot  in  No.  22  of  Appendix  No.  IL 
The  pablioation  of  Chart  No.  1  is  regarded  as  anneoessarj. 
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1.  What  was  the  exact  time  at  which  its  appearance  and  diB. 

appearance  was  noted  ? 

2.  Is  tLe  time  quoted  by  joa  railroad  time  or  local  time?  if  it 

is  given  by  a  clock  that  is  regnlated  bj  a  noonday  mark, 
do  you  make  an  allowance  for  the  equation  of  time  as 
given  in  the  almanac  ? 

8.  What  was  the  bearing  or  azimuth  of  the  meteor  when  first 
seen,  and  when  last  seen  ? 

4.  What  was  its  apparent  angular  altitude  when  first  and  last 
seen  ? 

6.  What  was  its  apparent  angular  altitude  when  at  its  highest 
above  the  horizon,  or  how  great  was  its  nearest  approach 
to  your  zenith,  and  what  was  its  bearing  at  that  time  f  if 
you  cannot  satisfactorily  state  the  angular  altitude,  give 
the  distance  and  height  of  a  tree,  house-top,  hill-top,  or 
other  object  near  which  it  passed. 

6.  For  how  many  seconds  was  it  visible,  and  did  it  appear  to 

move  more  rapidly  at  one  part  of  its  path  than  at 
another  ? 

7.  How  bright  did  it  appear  to  be  ais  compared  with  the  bright- 

est full  moon,  or  the  brightest  stars  ? 

8.  Name  the  stars,  if  known  to  you,  near  which  its  path  lay  in 

the  heavens  ? 

9.  Did  it  appear  to  be  a  bright  point  merely,  or  to  have  a  sen- 

sible size  ?     If  the  latter,  state  the  apparent  shape  of  the 
body,  its  length  and  breadth  as  compared  with  the  diam- 
eter of  the  moon. 
10    Describe  the  colors  of  the  body,  and  the  nature  of  its  train, 
if  any  appeared  in  its  wake  ? 

11.  How  many  seconds  elapsed  after  the  disappearance  of  the 

meteor  before  you  heard  the  sound  that  accompanied  it  ? 

12.  Describe  as  accurately  as  possible  the  nature  of  this  sound, 

whether  it  was  a  single  concussion  like  the  discharge  of  ft 
cannon,  or  a  series  of  rolling  sounds  like  the  discharge  of 
artillery  or  musketry ;  and  if  the  latter,  for  how  many 
seconds  did  the  noise  continue  audible  t 

In  explanation  of  tho  above  questions,  it  may  be  stated  that 
this  meteor  is  believed  to  have  passed  in  a  westerly  direction 
through  the  atmosphere  at  an  elevation  of  a  few  miles  above  the 
earth's  surface,  and  directly  over  the  central  portions  of  Virginia. 
Therefore  to  observers  north  of  this  region,  as,  for  instance,  at 
Baltimore,  the  meteor  appeared  some  distance  to  the  south  of  tbe 
observer's  zenith ;  whilst  to  more  southern  observers  it  appeared 
to  the  north  of  their  zenith,  and,  for  instance,  at  Charleston,  S. 
C,  must  have  been  seen,  if  at  all,  near  the  northern  horizon. 

You  will  confer  a  favor  upon  the  Society  by  communicating 
this  circular  letter  of  inquiry  to  the  people  of  your  neighborhood, 
to  the  more  intelligent  of  your  employes,  and  to  all  persons  of 
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accurate  habits  of  observation,  and  especially  bj  calling  attention 
to  this  matter  on  the  part  of  editors  of  local  newspapers. 

Any  information  on  the  subject  communicated  to  the  Society 
through  myself  or  any  member  of  the  gommittee  will  be  re- 
sponded to  in  dae  season  by  the  return  of  a  small  pamphlet  con- 
taining a  digest  of  all  the  information  that  may  be  gathered  on 
the  subject. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

CLBVELAND  ABBB. 

On  bebalf  of  the  foHowing  oommlttee : 

Hon.  Pkteb  Pabkbb,  W.  L.  Nioholboit,  Olsvxland  Abbb. 

The  answers  received  from  these  persons,  together  with  copies 
of  the  observations  reported  by  the  Smithsonian  and  the  Signal 
Service  observejrs,  and  other  information  copied  from  newspapers, 
are  given  in  the  accompanying  Appendix  No.  I,  whfch  contains 
all  the  original  documents  that  we  have  received  relating  to  the 
appearance  of  the  meteor. 

Our  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  Postmaster-General,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  to  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer  of  the  army  for  facilities  afforded  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  work. 

Of  the  observers  themselves,  special  mention  should  also  be 
made  of  Professor  R.  L.  Brackett,  Westminster,  Maryland  ;  H. 
Inman,  of  Ellsworth,  Kansas ;  Professor  E.  S.  Holden,  of  the 
United  States  Naval  Observatory ;  L.  S.  Abbott,  Falls  Church, 
Virginia;  the  Waterford  Literary  Society,  of  Waterford,  Vir- 
ginia; and  S.  Simpson,  Fairfax  Court  House,  Virginia;  all  of 
whom  have  put  themselves  to  considerable  trouble  in  order  to 
materially  further  our  investigation. 

Notwithstanding  this  hearty  co-operation,  your  committee  have 
to  regret  that  so  little  has  been  attained  in  the  way  of  scientific 
exactness  in  respect  to  the  path  and  dimensions  of  the  meteor. 

A  large  portion  of  the  territory  covered  by  our  inquiries  seems 
to  have  been  overcast  by  clouds  at  the  time  of  the  meteor's  pas- 
sage, and  although  observations  were  indeed  reported  for  about 
forty  (40)  localities,  yet  most  of  these  (as  the  Society  is  well 
aware  is  usually  the  case)  proved  quite  conflicting,  or  very  indefi- 
nite. In  the  cases  especially  named  above,  a  comparatively  rea- 
sonable degree  of  accuracy  was  attained  by  the  personal  efforts  of 
our  correspondents,  and  in  respect  to  the  observations  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  by  the  personal  examination  of  the  observers  by 
members  of  your  committee.  It  is,  in  general,  evident  that 
satisfactory  investigations  of  this  sort  can  only  be  conducted  by 
personal  visitation  of  various  localities  by  duly  qualified  indi- 
viduals. 

With  these  observations  collected,  all  of  which,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  were  received  during  the  year  1874,  our  investigation 
would  have  closed,  and  our  results  would  have  been  reported 
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promptly  to  the  Society,  had  not  one  of  onr  members  been  led 
to  believe  that  the  disappearance  of  the  meteor  above  Fairfitx 
County,  Virginia,  or  a  little  to  the  southwest  thereof,  might  lead 
to  the  recovery  of  some  fragments. 

We  have,  therefore,  for  tiie  past  two  years,  sought  opportunity 
of  realizing  this  hope,  which  we  now  reluctantly  relinquish,  espe- 
cially since  the  individual  whose  observations  and  conversation 
gave  rise  to  this  hope  has  removed  to  the  State  of  Michigan 
during  the  past  year. 

The  following  general  account  embraces  most  of  what  is  de- 
ducible  from  the  data  that  we  have  collected:-— 

The  meteor  appeared  on  Christmas  Eve,  December  24th,  1873, 
at  7  h.  39  m.  P.  M.,  Washington  time ;  the  ''  explosion"  was 
heard  at  Washington  at  7  h.  42  m.  P.  M. 

In  brightness  it  appeared  to  all  (or  nearly  all)  to  exceed  the 
full  moon,  and  those  who  looked  steadily  at  it  state  that  the 
maiu  body  was  of  a  conical  shape,  moving  base  forward  (one 
says  apex  forward),  with  a  short  tail  behind.  No  one  speaks  of 
any  train  being  left  behind,  such  as  so  often  accompanies  these 
meteors.  The  prevailing  color  was,  we  judge  from  the  descrip- 
tions, a  bright  yellow,  but  the  sparks  or  flames  reported  as  pro- 
ceeding from  it  were  bright  red  and  blue. 

It  entered  the  earth's  atmosphere  at  some  point  vertically 
above  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  so  that  its 
apparent  altitude  as  seen  at  Danbnry,  Conn.,  was  30°,  and  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  about  45^,  and  its  real  altitude,  therefore, 
above  the  earth's  surface  must  have  been  about  ninety  miles. 

Its  path  was  from  this  point  downward  toward  a  point  about 
eight  miles  above  Fairfax  Court  House,  Fairfax  County,  Vir- 
ginia, after  which  it  probably  passed  but  little  to  the  southwest 
before  it  disappeared ;  it  may  have  passed  as  much  as  forty  miles 
further,  or  to  over  Rappahannock  County  in  the  same  State,  but 
more  likely  is  it  that  it  disappeared  when  still  over  Fairfax 
County.* 


WMhlagtmi.       MmllM.    K.  part  of        IMmfiaa.  DMibnry,  Oms. 


Its  nearest  approach  to  the  City  of  Washington  may  perhaps 
be  determined  by  the  length  of  time  elapsing  before  its  sound 

*  The  data  recently  collected  by  Prof.  Cbickering  fncrease  the  proba- 
bility that  the  meteor  passed  beyond  Fairfax  County,  and  was  twenty 
miles  above  the  earth's  anrface  at  its  nearest  approach. 
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was  heard,  which  was  145  or  150  secoDds,  correspoDding  to  a 
distance  of  thirty  or  tbirty-oDe  miles.  We  are  disposed  to  con- 
sider the  so-called  *'  explosion''  and  subsequent ''  rumbling''  not 
as  due  to  a  definite  explosion  of  the  meteor,  bat  as  the  result  of 
the  concentration  at  the  obseryer's  ear  of  the  vast  volume  of 
sound  emanating,  almost  simultaneously,  from  a  large  part  of 
the  meteor's  path,  being,  in  that  respect,  not  dissimilar  to  ordi- 
nary thunder. 

It  is  evident  that  the  waves  of  sound  starting  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  meteor's  path  nearest  to  the  observer  would  reach  his 
ear  first;  thus  the  observer 
at  G  would  hear  a  violent 
sound  due  to  the  com- 
bined noises  of  the  slight 
explosions,  whirring,  rush- 
ing, and  snapping,  emar 
nating  within  a  portion 
of  a  second  from  the  whole 
of  the  line  x  y.  Sub- 
sequenttj  he  would  hear 
the  sounds  from  x  x^  and 
y  t/p  then  those  from  x^  a?, 

and  2/1  y,,  etc.  The  absorption  and  refraction  of  sound  by  the 
atmosphere  and  the  progression  of  the  meteor  materially  affect 
this  phenomenon. 

The  dimensions  of  the  cone-shaped  meteor  were  estimated  by 
Washington  observers  at  about  45'  broad  by  75'  long,  from 
which  some  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  irradiation ;  but  which 
correspond  to  2000  and  3400  feet  respectively. 

By  these  figures,  however,  we  are  not  to  understand  that  there 
necessarily  was  any  solid  body  of  this  size.  The  actual  quan- 
tity of  solid  luminous  matter  producing  the  appearance  of  so 
large  a  meteor,  as  is  well  known,  may  have  been  extremely 
small ;  since  the  same  visible  effect  would  be  produced  by  a 
cloud  of  very  small  and  very  bright  meteoric  particles  moving 
very  rapidly. 

Of  the  actual  velocity  of  the  meteor  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  means  of  forming  a  reliable  determination.  It  probably 
described  its  entire  visible  path  (of  possibly  about  120  miles)  iu 
three  to  five  seconds. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  members  who  may  desire  to  sub- 
mit to  further  study  the  data  we  have  collected,  we  submit,  in 
Appendix  No.  II,  some  convenient  abstracts  of  the  more  import- 
ant reports. 

In  Appendix  No.  Ill  we  nave  collected  the  data  relating  to 
the  position  of  the  meteor  at  its  disappearance. 

In  Appendix  No  IV  will  be  found  whatever  seemed  valuable 
with  reference  to  the  sounds  heard  during  or  after  its  passage. 

20 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144  BULLETIN  OF  THE 

In  Appendix  No.  Y  are  given  in  classified  arrangement  the 
obseryations  relating  to  ttie  appearance  of  the  body  and  its  train. 
Besides  Chart  No.  1,  already  referred  to,  we  also  give  in 
Chart  No.  2*  the  four  sheets  of  the  large  Post-Route  Map  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  and  parts  of  adjacent  States,  on  which  are  un- 
derscored, in  red,  the  stations  from  which  reports  have  been 
received. 

PETER  PARKER,       ) 
CLEVELAND  ABBE,  [  Committer. 
W.  L.  NICHOLSON,   j 
WabhivotoS,  7  AprU,  187T.  ' 


APPENDIX  No.  II. 

ABSTRACTS  OF  REPORTS  AND  LETTERS. 

In  the  following  abstracts  of  the  letters  and  other  documents 
that  have  been  received  relative  to  the  Meteor  of  Christmas 
Eve,  the  phenomena  that  were  observed  have  been  classified  as 
follows : — 

1.  Time  of  occurrence. 

2.  Duration  of  the  visible  flight  of  the  meteor. 

3.  Apparent  bearing. 

4.  Apparent  altitude. 

5.  Apparent  brightness,  size,  and  color. 

6.  Interval  between  the  light  and  the  sound. 

7.  Nature  of  the  sound. 

The  pages  quoted  in  these  abstracts  refer  to  the  collection  of 
original  letters  in  manuscript  Appendix  No.  I. 


H.  C.  Rtdbr,  Danbury,  Fairfield  Co.,  Connecticut,  pp.  89  to 
93,  and  115. 

3.  Disappeared  at  south,  57^°  west ;  true  bearing. 

4.  Started  at  30^;  path  inclined  20  or  30°  downward  to  the 

right ;  ended  at  5^. 

5.  White  ;  much  brighter  than  the  moon. 

J  >  Saw  no  explosion,  heard  no  sound. 

*  Thia  chart  reda(»6d  foUows  page  161.    Tlie  stations  from  which  re- 
ports have  been  received  are  marked  upon  it. 
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2. 

Anonymous,  Mercersbiirg,  Franklin  Co.,  Pennsylvania,  pp. 
lis  to  25. 

1.  At  t.30  or  7.45  P.  M. 

2.  Two  or  three  seconds. 

3.  First  in  the  east ;  last  in  the  south. 

4.  First  at  45^";  last  behind  the  U.  P.  Church. 

6.  Like  red-hot  iron ;  round,  with  train  of  sparks. 

1  Noise  accompanying  its  passage  like  that  of  a  hissing  fire- 
cracker, or  a  loud  hiss ;  no  noise  or  explosion  of  any 
kind  at  the  close. 

a 

R.  F.  Snoddt,  Shippensbnrg,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pennsylvania, 
p.  39. 

1.  8.30  P.  M.,  railroad  time. 

2.  Not  2  seconds. 

3.  First  in  the  east ;  last  in  the  southwest  f. 

5.  Like  the  sun,  and  white. 

6.  Aboat  2  seconds. 

7.  Rushing  noise  with  rolling  sounds  like   an   approaching 

thunder-storm. 

4. 

W.  F.  Madlsm,  Ephratah,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pennsylvania,  p. 

1.  7.47  P.  M. 

2.  15  seconds. 

6. 

Prop.  G.  R.  Rossiter,  Marietta  College,  Ohio,  p.  65,  could 
not  learn  that  it  had  been  seen  by  any  one  in  that  region. 


6. 

P.  A.  Curtis,  Newark,  New   Castle   Co.,  Delaware,  pp.  1-3, 
m,  A.  and  B. 

1.  A  few  minutes  before  8  P.  M.,  or  7.45  P.  M.,  Philadelphia 

railroad  time. 

2.  30  seconds. 

3.  It  passed  very  near  the  moon,  a  little  south. 

4    Overhead,  a  little  to  the   south,  "say,  30°";  last   lost  in 

haze  near  the  horizon. 
5.  Much  brighter  than  the  moon ;  a  succession  of  flashes  of 

white  light  formed  the  tail ;  the  head  was  of  different 

colors,  crimson  predominating. 
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7. 

J.  J.  Blaok,  New  Castle,  New  Castle  Co.,  Delaware,  pp. 
45-48. 

1.  7.55  P.  M.,  Philadelphia  time. 

2.  10  minutes. 

3.  First  in  the  west ;  last  in  the  west. 

4.  First,  65° ;  last,  50°  or  40°. 

5.  Nearly  equal  to  full  moon  in  size  and  brightness.     Bnrst 

into   three  pieces  with  a  yellow  train;   head  of  many 
colors,  principally  red. 
T.  Like  a  subdued  rushing  sound. 


8. 

Messrs.  Wood,  Smith,  and  others,  through  R.  H.  Gilbcan, 
Milford,  Kent  Co.,  Delaware,  pp.  79-81. 

1.  Between  7.30  and  8  P.  M. 

3.  First  in  the  south  ;  last  at  the  place  where  the  sun  set. 

4.  First,  45Q ;  last,  0°. 

7.  Noise  like  distant  cannon. 

9. 

R.  H.  Oilman,  Milford,  Kent  Co.,  Delaware,  p.  165. 

1.  8  P.  M. 

3.  In  the  west 

5.  Bright  ball ;  large  as  one's  head. 

10a. 

A.  C.  Correspondent  of  Baltimore  American,  p.  155. 

1.  7.58  P.  M. 

3.  Moved  toward  the  south  by  west,  veering  southward. 

4.  First  altitude  was  48"^ 

5.  Orew  more  brilliant  toward  the  close ;  encircled  with  rings 

of  green  and  orange. 
7.  Followed  by  a  sound  like  100-pound  Parrott  conical  shells. 

10b. 

Editor  of  Baltimore  News;  Correspondent  P.  of  Bal- 
timore American,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  pp.  153  and  155. 

4.  Passed  under  position  of  the  moon. 

5.  Three  times  the  size  of  Venus. 
7.  No  sound  heard. 
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u. 

W.  Allan,  McDonogh's  Institate,  near  Owing's  Mills  P.  O. 
(12  miles  nort^est  of  Baltimore),  Baltimore,  Maryland,  p.  79. 

3.  First  in  the  soathwest ;  last,  farther  west. 

4.  First,  46°;  last,  26^ 

5.  Shadows  overcame  moonlight  and  gaslight ;  the  diameter 

not  much  less  than  the  moon  ;  left  bright  train  behind  it. 
7.  No  noise  heard. 


12. 

E.  L.  HuNTT,  Mattawoman,  Charles  Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  33 
and  34. 

1.  About  8  P.  M. 

2.  2  or  3  seconds. 

3.  First  in  the  southeast ;  last  in  the  northwest. 
6.  \  Jast  as  it  disappeared,  followed  by  a  rumbling  sound  like 


7. )      the  firing  of  cannon. 


18. 


R.  L.  Bbaokstt,  Western  Maryland  College,  Westminster, 
Carroll  Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  247-249,  257-259.     Reliable. 

3.  Some  time  before  disappearance  it  bore  south  30°  west ;  and 

by  another  person,  south  33°  west,  at  the  time  of  disap- 
pearance ;  and  by  a  third,  less  reliable,  29^. 

4.  Just  before  disappearance,  12^. 

5.  Half  size  of  full  moon. 

6.  127  seconds. 

14. 

Pbof.  R.  L.  Bragkbtt  and  others  (Western  Maryland  Col- 
lege), Westminster,  Carroll  Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  247-249.  Less 
reliable. 

1.  7.45,  or  7.50  P.  M. 

2.  4  or  5  seconds. 

3.  First  in  the  southwest  by  west  (or  60°). 

4.  First  40°. 

5.  Much  brighter  than  full  moon ;  of  a  bluish  tint,  red,  steel- 

blue,  aud  white  heat ;  shape  of  head  an  elongated  ball, 
followed  by  a  bright  train. 

6.  2  minutes. 

7.  Very  distinct,  like  a  cannon  discharge,  followed  by  a  series 

of  sounds  for  two  or  three  seconds. 
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15. 

M.  Shellman,  a.  H.  Hubeb,  aud  others,  Westminster,  Car- 
roll Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  41-44. 

1.  About  7.40  P.  M.,  local  time 

3.  Last  in  the  southwest. 

5.  Brighter  than  the  moon;  color  soft,  silvery,  with  a  bluish 

cast. 
*l,  A  concussion,  prodacing  a  slight  jarring  of  the  windows. 

16. 

C.  H.  JouBDAN  and  others  (Mt.  St.  Mary's  College),  Emmitte- 
burg,  Frederick  Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  59-61. 

1.  T.45  P.  M. 

4.  South  of  the  zenith. 

17. 

H.  H.  Hopkins,  New  Market,  Frederick  Co.,  Maryland,  pp. 
121-123,  165. 

1.  8  P.  M.,  railroad  time. 

2.  6  seconds. 

3.  First  in  the  southeast,  last  southwest  (?)  or  south  (?).     » 

5.  Much   brighter  than  full  moon ;   head  ^  diameter  of  the 

moon;  color  bright-red  and  yellow. 

6.  4  or  5  seconds. 

T.  Noise  like  the  discharge  of  a  cannon. 

la 

W.  n.  Zimmerman,  J.  W.  Greenwood,  and  others  (Wash- 
ington College),  Chestertown,  Kent  Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  83-88. 

1.  Between  7.30  and  8.00  P.  M. 

2.  5  or  6  seconds. 

4.  First  30°  ;  path  oblique  to  the  horizon,  toward  the  west  by 

south. 

5.  Bright  as  full   moon ;    light  white,  with  a  reddish  glow ; 
train  about  10°  long. 

19. 

B.  Hallowell  and  others,  Sandy  Spring,  18  miles  north  of 
Washington,  Montgomery  Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  17:^,  183-186. 

2.  2  seconds.     Reliable. 

3.  South. 

4.  50°. 

6.  2  minutes.     Reliable. 
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20. 

n.  0.  Hallowell,  Sandy  Spring  (18  miles  north  of  Washing' 
ing^n),  Montgomery  Co.,  Maryland,  pp.  153,  187,  189. 

1.  About  8  P.  M. 

3.  First  in  the  soath ;  last,  southwest. 

4.  First,  50°;  last,  10°. 

5.  Body  ^  size  of  foil  moon ;  of  elongated  shape,  and  of  intense 

greenish-white  light,  with  the  head  of  red  and  blue,  with 
scintillatioDs,  followed  by  trail  3^  loDg ;  shadows  over- 
came lights  in  the  hoase. 

6.  Interval  from  1^  to  4  minutes. 

T.  Noise,  a  sharp  report  that  shook  the  windows. 

21. 

J.  A.  Hopkins,  121  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Washington,  D.  C, 
pp.  5,  135. 

2.  4  seconds. 

7.  Like  rattling  of  a  door. 

22. 

Dr.  Petbe  Paekeb,  Corner  11th  and  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
Washington,  D.  C,  p.  19. 

1.  7.S0  P.  M. 

5.  Wedge-shape,  with  pale  violet  point ;  like  a  vibrating  vei{ 
of  light* 

23. 

H.  Inman,  Corner  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  13th  Street, 
Washington,  D.  C,  pp.  95-99,  163. 

1.  7.42,  minus  4  minutes?  (7.38  Washington  time). 

2.  20  seconds. 

3.  First  directly  over  the  Capitol  dome  [E.  20®  S.];  last,  due 

west. 

4.  First,  about  45^;  passed  within   5   or   10°  south  of  the 

zenith ;  disappeared  behind  a  building ;  altitude  less 
than  5°. 

5.  Yellow   base,  1^  times   the   moon's  diameter;    length  2^ 

times  the  moon's  diameter ;  apex  dull ;  moved  with  its 
base  in  front. 

6.  45  seconds  after  the  disappearance. 

7.  A  dull  thud. 

24. 

Da.  T.  H.  OiLL,  Comer  of  10th  and  Canal  streets,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  p.  151. 

6.  145  or  150  seconds  between  the  first  sight  and  the  explosion* 
[Reliable.] 
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26. 

W^  J.  MgIntirb,  Corner  of  12th  aad  Pennsylvania  A?eoae, 
Washington,  D.  C,  pi  159. 

5.  White,  hot ;  front,  blue ;  rear,  dark  red  ;  general  effect  bloe ; 
body  well  defined,  blunt  head  ;  breadth,  one  moon's  dia- 
meter, and  length,  three  moon's  diameter. 

7.  Whizzing  sound  like  bombshells. 

26. 

Isaac  Lynch,  Farragut  Square,  Washington,  D.  C,  pp.  US- 
182. 

1.  1,60  P.  M. 

2.  3  or  4  seconds. 

3.  Due  south  ;  last  azimuth  60°  west,  or  a  little  south  of  the 

moon. 

4.  60°  ;  last,  25^. 

5.  Bright  as  a  street-lamp  at  20  feet ;  diameter,  ^  moon  with 

tail  3  moons ;  clear  white,  with  rays  of  colors. 

6.  25  seconds. 

7.  Explosion   followed  by  rumbling  like  thunder ;   continued 

20  seconds. 

27. 

J.  H.  L.  Eager,  New  Jersey  Avenue  and  B  Street,  southeast, 
Washington,  D.  C,  p.  227. 

1.  8.40  or  7  40  P.  M. 

3.  First,  east ;  second,  west. 

4.  Last  altitude  about  22°. 

5.  Pure  white. 

28. 

E.  S.  HoLDBN,  U.  S.  Naval  Observatory,  Washington,  D.  C, 
pp.  239-246. 

1.  7.40. 

2.  About  2  seconds. 

3.  Last,  south  68°  west.     Careful  determination. 

4.  Last  altitude,  4°  45^  or  less.     Careful  determination. 

5.  More  yellow  than  moonlight,  and  cast  distiQCt  shadows. 
7.  No  noise  heard. 

28. 

Professors  Newoomb,   Hiloard,  and  Baird,  Washington, 
D   C,  pp.  199,  200. 

6.  Newcomb  estimates   it  at   1^  minutes ;   had   his  eye  at 

telescope. 

7.  Hilgard  heard  it  within  a  closed  room  ;  Baird  heard  rattling 

of  windows  at  7. 42. 
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80. 

J.  D.  MiTGHELii,  A.  MoLean,  and  others,  Alexandria,  Fair- 
fax Co.,  Virginia,  pp.  16,  159. 
1.  From  T.30  to  8  P.  M. 

3.  Westward  along  King  Street,  inclining  to  the  south. 

4.  Directly  overhead. 

7.  Heavy  concussion ;  house  trembled. 

8L 

L.  S.  Abbott,  Falls  Church,  Fairfax   Co.,  Virginia,  pp.  67- 
77,  157,  167,  209. 

4.  First,  75°  south ;  course  west ;  disappeared  at  45°. 

6.  Round   red  head,  followed  by  a  train   and  surrounded  by 
diverging  rays,  flashing  white  and  very  brilliant. 

6.  Interval  very  long,  from  60  to  90  seconds. 

7.  Like  very  heavy  cannon,  followed  for  30  seconds  by  rolling, 

rumbling  sounds,  fading  away  in  the  east,  as  it  came 
back  on  the  track  of  the  meteor. 

32. 

5.  Simpson,  J.  Mills,  and  others,  Fairfax  C.  H  ,  Fairfax 
Cfo.,  Virginia,  pp.  251-256. 

1.  7  to  8  P.  M.     About  8  P.  M. 

2.  2  or  3  minutes. 

3.  First  in  the  east ;  last  in  the  west. 

4.  First,  45° ;  last,  45^. 

5.  Equal  daylight,  head  brighter  than  its  red  tail  and  broad 

as  the  moon. 
.6.  Interval  3  or  4  minutes,  or  time  enough  to  walk  150  yards. 
7.  First  like  a  cannon,  jarring  all  the  houses  in  this  section, 

then  rumbling  for  4  or  5  minutes ;  dying  away  in  the 

east 

83a. 
Fairfax  Court  House,  Fairfax  Co.,  Virginia,  p.  167. 
1.  About  7  P.  M. 

5.  Bright  light. 

6.  A  few  seconds. 

7.  Shock  that  shook  the  ground  and  rattled  windows,  and  suc- 

ceeded by  a  rushing  noise  as  of  wind  in  a  forest. 

83b.  Vienna,  p.  157.  v 

asd.  L«a™,  p.  m.        SX'ffl.""" '°  "'  ""■ 

33e.  Lewisville,  p.  157.      / 
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34. 

Oentrevillb,  Fairfax  Co.,  Virginia. 
4.  Said  to  have  exploded  in  the  zenith. 

36. 

G.  QiLLiNOHAM,  Woodlawn,  Accotink  P.  0.,  Fairfax  Co., 
Virginia,  p.  165. 

1.  7.30  P.  M. 

3.  From  east  to  west. 

4.  45^  at  its  disappearance. 

5.  Exceeded  bright  coal-oil  lamp. 

7.  Short,  hard  reports  like  heavy  cannon,  and  continaed  re- 
sounding for  considerable  time. 

36. 

Editor  ov  the  Dispatoh,  Richmond,  Henrico  Co.,  Virginia, 
p.  15T. 

1.  About  7  P.  M. 

3.  Moving  from  east  to  west. 

4.  Directly  over  the  city. 

37. 

T.  Christian,  Richmond,  Henrico  Co.,  Virginia,  pp.  207-210. 

3.  First  near  the  northern  horizon ;  did  not  see  the  beginning 

or  end. 

4.  Last  seen  at  9^  30^  but  did  not  see  the  end.     Path  inclined 

10^  to  the  horizon. 

5.  Brighter  than  full  moon. 

38. 

Rev.  H.  Branoh  and  others,  between  Hamilton  and  Water* 
ford,  Loudoun  Co.,  Virginia,  pp.  141-150. 

Meteor  was  seen. 

88. 

Watbrpord  Literary  Society,  Waterford,  Loudoun  Co., 
Virginia,  pp.  3-55. 

2.  About  5  seconds. 

3.  First  a  little  north  of  east ;  last,  southwest. 

5.  Not  quite  equal  to  the  moon  ;  brilliant  white ;  pear-shape ; 

bluish  color. 
7.  Like  train  of  cars  approaching  a  tunnel. 
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40. 

W.  D.   Christian,   Appomattox   C.  H.,   Appomattox   Co.^ 
Virginia,  pp.  171-172. 

1.  8  P.  M. 

2.  3  or  4  seconds. 

3.  First  Id  the  north  55^  east ;  last,  north  25°  east 

4.  First,  40*^ ;  last,  20°,  behind  trees. 

5.  I  of  the  moon. 

7.  No  sound,  unless  like  a  distant  gun. 

4L 

A.  P.  Brown  and  others,  Upperville,  Fauquier  Co.,  Vir* 
^nia,  pp.  221-224. 

1.  8  to  8.15  P.  M. 

2.  3  or  4  seconds. 

3.  First,  east-northeast;  last,  east-southeast. 

4.  First  altitude  70°  ;  last  altitude  45°.     [Reliable.] 

6.  15  seconds. 

7.  Like  distant  cannon,  or  thunder. 

42. 

OsoRGB  D.  Smith,  Marion,  Smyth  Co.,  Yirginia,  pp.  201-20G. 

3.  First  in  the  east ;  second,  southwest. 

4.  First  (?)  passed  near  the  zenith ;  last,  30°. 

5.  Burst  into  red,  white,  blue  fragments,  at  30°  altitude. 

J  >  No  sound. 

[This  appears  to  refer  to  some   other,  perhaps  the  11  P.  M. 
meteor.] 

43. 

T.  E.  Converse,  Woodstock,  Shenandoah  Co.,  Virginia,  p.  235. 

1.  At  7.45  P.  M. 

2.  3  to  6  seconds. 

3.  First,  due  east;  last,  in  the  east. 

4.  First,  45® ;  last  20**  or  26°. 

5.  Thrice  the  brightness  of  the  moon ;  white ;  no  special  shape. 

No  sound. 

44. 

W.  Alger  and  O.  H.  Mather,  Ouslej's  Gap,  Cabell  Co.,. 
West  Virginia,  pp.  140  and  170. 

1.  Clondj  and  nothing  seen  or  heard.     (Describes  the  meteor 
of  January  6.) 


u^ 
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45. 

J.  F.  Haetorove,  Harper's  Perry,  Jefferson  Co.,  West  Vir- 
ginia, pp.  101-106. 

1.  7.45  P.  M.     (Probably  not  noted  exactly.) 

2.  Visible  daring  nine  breaths  (about  30  seconds  ?). 

8.  Observer  standing  on  Shenandoah  Street,  100  yards  from 
the  junction  of  the  Shenandoah  and  Potomac  rivers,  facing 
the  southeast ;  when  first  seen,  meteor  bore  a  little  soatb 
of  the  Potomac  River ;  it  was  approaching  the  earth  and 
moving  south  westward  ;  when  it  exploded  it  bore  soath- 
southwest ;  did  not  pass  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

5.  Brighter  than  the  moon,  and  ^  of  its  diameter;  it  cast  a 

shadow ;  explosion  followed  by  falling  vertical  streaks : 
color,  white  and  blue. 

6.  Interval  between  visible  explosion  and  audible  sound,  three 

breaths  (10  seconds). 

7.  Hissing  sound   during  the   whole   apparition ;  explosion 

equal  to  a  single  concussion  of  a  well-charged  musket. 

46. 

J.  J.  Babbior,  New  Creek  (Keyset  P.  O.),  Mineral  Co.,  West 
Virginia,  pp.  49-51. 

1.  7.42,  railroad  time. 

2.  5  seconds. 

8.  Passed   near  Orion,  from  a  little   north  of  east  to  a  little 

south  of  west. 

4.  Greatest  altitude  equal  to  altitude  of  sun  at  9^  A.  M. 

5.  Well  defined  ;  sensible  size  equal  |  of  the  full  moon;  light 

equal  to  that  of  the  full  moon. 
7.  No  sound ;  saw  it  explode ;  soon  afterwards  it  began  to 
descend. 

47. 

J.  T.  MoCreenet,  G.  H.  Prince,  and  others,  Raleigh  C.  E, 
Raleigh  Co.,  West  Virginia,  pp.  35  and  57. 

1.  Nothing  seen. 

7.  Noise  heard  to  the  southward,  as  of  distant  thunder;  re- 
marked by  many  citizens. 

4& 

J.  L.  Gould,  Buckhannon,  Upshur  Co  ,  West  Virginia. 

1.  Few  minutes  before  8  P.  M. 

3.  First,  in  the  east ;  second,  east,  5^  north. 

4.  First,  40  or  50^ ;  second,  20^  or  less ;   path  downwards 

and  inclined  8^  to  the  north  of  the  prime  vertical  circle. 
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49. 

C.  H.  J.  Rawlino,  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  p.  195. 
1.  Nothing  seen  or  heard. 


APPENDIX  No.  III. 

POSITION  OP  THE  METEOR  AT  ITS  DISAPPEARANCE. 

OhservcUiont  relating  to  the  end  of  the  visible  pmth  of  the  Meteor. 

The  following  notes  give  all  the  information  that  has  any  claim 
to  accuracy  with  reference  to  the  place  of  disappearance  of  the 
meteor.  (The  longitudes  here  given  are  supposed  to  refer  to 
the  dome  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington.) 

ITATIOV  vo. 

(1).     H.  C.  Ryder,  lat  41^  20',  long.  3©  35'  E. 

Meteor  disappeared  at  altitude  5°,  bearing  S.  65°  W., 
as  measured  with  compass,  and  allowing  for  varia- 
tion. 
( 6  ).     F.  A.  Curtiss,  lat.  39°  38',  long.  E.  1°  20'. 

Disappeared  in  the  haze  in  the  S.  W.  horizon, 
(t ).     J.  J.  Black,  lat.  39°  40',  long.  E.  1°  24'. 

Burst  in  three  parts  at  a  zenith  distance  40°  toward  W. 
(9).     R.  H.  Oilman  and  others,  lat.  38°  56'.  long.  E.  1°  38'. 

Disappeared  where  the  sun  set  (or  S.  68°  W.). 
(11).     W.  Allan,  lat.  30*'  27',  long.  E.  0°  15'. 

Altitude  25°  when  it  disappeared  [possibly  hidden  by 
trees'! 
( 18  ).     R.  L.  Brackett,  lat.  39°  35',  long.  E.  0°  5'. 

a.  Disappeared  at  alt.  12°,  bearing  S.  30°  W.  by  theodo- 
lite, as  observed  by  Mr.  Middleton. 
6.  Disappeared  bearing  S.  33°  W.,  as  observed  by  Mr. 

White, 
c.  Disappeared  bearing  §.  29''  W.,  as  observed  by  Mr. 


(19).     H.  C.  Hallowell  and  others,  lat.  39*'  9',  long.  E.  0^  2\ 
elevation  600  feet. 

Disappeared  in  S.  W.  about  10°  above  the  horizon. 
(21).     Mrs.  J.  A.  Hopkins,  lat.  38°  54',  long.  W.  0°  0'. 

Disappeared  bearing  S.  88°  15'  W. 
(23).     H.  Inman,  lat.  38°  54',  long.  W.  0°  1'. 

Was  standing  at  the   corner  of  Penn.  Avenue  and 
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Fourteenth  Street;  saw  meteor  disappear  behind 
some  trees  and  buildings  at  an  altitude  less  than  5°, 
bearing  directly  W.  (Three  estimates  and  measure- 
ments respectively  gave  S.  89^  W.,  and  N.  88°  W., 
and  due  W.). 
(27  ).     J.  H.  L.  Eager,  lat.  38©  54'.  long.  0^  0'. 

Disappeared  nearly  due  W. 
(28).     E.  S.  Holden.  lat  88^  54',  long  W.  0©  2.5'. 

Disappeared  bearing  S.  68^  W.,  alt.  4°  45'  or  less. 
(30).     J.  D.  Mitchell  and  others,  lat.  38°  48',  long.  W.  O^.r. 
Passed  directly  overhead  westward,  or  S.  S.  W.,  and 
disappeared. 
(31 ).     L.  S.  Abbott,  lat.  38°  53',  long.  W.  0°  13'  [1^  miles 
W.  of  Falls  Church]. 
Disappeared  in  W.  quietly  and  instantly,  at  alt.  45°. 
(32).    Joseph  Mills,  near  Fairfax  C.  H.,  lat.  39^  41',  long. 
W.  0°  19'. 
Disappeared  in  W.  at  alt.  45^. 
(34).     Anonymous,  Centreville,  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  lat.  38° 
40',  long.  QO  26'  W. 
Meteor  well  seen,  and  exploded  in  the  zenith.     [This 
may  mean  that  the  meteor  passed  through  the  zenith, 
and  that  an  explosion  was  afterwards  heard.] 
(35).     C.  Gilliugham,  Woodlawn  (^  mile  S.  W.  of  Mt  Ver- 
non), Accotink,  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  lat  37^  42', 
long.  0°  18'  W. 
Passed  from  E.  to  W. ;  disappeared  at  alt.  45°. 
(37).     T.  Christian,  Richmond,  Henrico  County,  Va.,  lat  37° 
32',  long.  0°  24'  W. 
The  path  was  westward  and  downward ;  inclined  10° 
to  the  horizon ;  was  last  seen  at  alt  9°  30' ;  did  not 
see  the  end. 
(40).     W.   D.   Christian,   Appomattox  C.   H.,   Appomattox 
County,  Va.,  lat  37°  20',  long  W.  1°  51'. 
First  seen  bearing  N.  55°  E.,  alt  40°;  last  seen  be- 
hind trees  ^^  25°  E.,  alt  20°. 
(  41 ).     A.  P.  Brown  and  others,  Upperville,  Fauquier  County, 
Va.,  lat  38°  59',  long.  W.  0°  53'. 
First  seen  alt  70°,  bearing  considerably  N.  of  E. ;  last 
seen  alt  45°,  bearing  considerably  S.  of  E. 
(42).     G.  D.  Smith,  Marion,  Smyth  County,  Va.,  lat  36°  48'. 
long.  W.  4°  31',  elev.  2400  feet 
Meteor  burst  into  fragments  at  alt.  30°  in  the  E. 
[This  may  have  been  the  11  P.  M.  meteor.] 
(43).     T.  E.  Converse,  Woodstock,  Shenandoah  County,  Va., 
lat  38°  50 ,  long.  W.  1°  31'. 
First  seen  at  alt.  45"^,  bearing  due  E. ;  last  seen  alt 
20°  or  25°  in  the  E. 
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(45).    J.   P.   Hartgrove,  Harper's  Perry,  Jefferson  County, 
West  Va ,  lat.  39^  18',  long.  W.  0^  43'. 
First  seen  bearing  E.  10^  S.,  rapidly  approached  the 
earth,  and  exploded  bearing  S.  S.  W.  ?  (or  S.  ?) 
<46).    J.   I.   Barrick,   New  Creek  (Key ser  P.  0.),  Mineral 
County,  West  Va.,  lat.  39°  27',  long.  W.  r  55'. 
Observed  at  7  h.  42  m.  railroad  time.     First  alt.  18°, 

bearing ,  saw  it  explode. 

(48).     J.  L.  Gould,  Backhannon,  Upshur  County,  West  Ya., 
lat.  380  56',  long.  W.  3°  9'. 
Looking  E.  observed  meteor  falling  from  alt.  60^  to 
alt.  20^  or  less ;  path  not  vertical,  but  deflected  '8^ 
northward. 


APPENDIX  No.  IV. 
THB  SOUNDS  ACCOMPANYING  AND  FOLLOWING  THB  METBOB. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  subjects  in  connection  with  such 
large  meteors  relates  to  the  sound,  as  of  an  explosion,  that  is 
frequently  observed,  and  which  generally  raaches  the  observer  at 
a  considerable  interval  of  time  after  the  body  has  disappeared 
from  view. 

It  is  not,  however,  necessary  to  assume  that  an  actual  explo- 
sion must  have  occurred  at  some  portion  of  the  meteor's  path. 
The  correct  explanation  of  the  phenomenon  is  undoubtedly  found 
in  the  fact  that,  besides  the  rushing  of  air  and  the  singing  or 
whizzing  of  a  revolving  projectile,  there  is  a  series  of  small 
noises  of  the  nature  of  explosions,  and  like  the  snapping,  hissing, 
and  crackling  of  a  wood  fire,  or  soft  coal  fire,  attending  the  burn- 
ing of  the  outer  surface  of  the  meteor. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  movement  of  the  body,  these  noises  are 
produced  in  a  few  seconds,  and,  as  it  were,  almost  simultaneously, 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  a  line  many  miles  in  length. 

Now,  if  the  observer  be  so  situated  that  the  noises  from  a  large 
portion  of  the  path  reach  him,  almost  simultaneously  he  will 
bear  one  loud  noise  attended  by  a  succession  of  rapidly  dimin- 
ishing sounds. 

The  problem,  in  fact,  is  precisely  similar  to  that  which  has  ex- 
cited so  much  interest  in  Optics,  namely,  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
movement  of  the  observer  and  the  source  of  light  upon  the 
Apparent  color  and  intensity. 

So  far  as  concerns  the  acoustic  problem,  it  has  been  theoreti- 
cally investigated  by  Eotvos  [Poggendorf,  Annalen  1876,  clii., 
p.  535]. 
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This  aathor  has  showa  that  his  theoretical  formalffi  agree 
closely  with  the  results  of  experiments  made  upon  rapidlj-moTing 
railroad  trains.  We  have,  however,  in  the  case  of  a  meteor,  far 
gp*eater  relative  velocities  than  any  that  have  been  artificially  pro- 
duced for  experimental  purposes,  and  had  we  any  accurate  mea- 
surements, we  might  be  able  to  learn  something  with  regard  to 
the  accuracy  of  theoretical  investigations,  or  might  possibly  learn 
something  with  regard  to  the  absolute  intensity  of  the  individaal 
noises  occurring  at  the  surface  of  the  meteor. 

Failing  to  obtain  accurate  data,  we  may  remark  that  it  re- 
quires only  comparatively  feeble  noises  distributed  along  the 
entire  path  of  the  meteor  in  order  to  produce,  by  their  concen- 
tration at  the  observer's  station,  a  sound  equal  to  that  of  loud 
thunder. 

In  the  following  table  we  have  collected  most  of  the  data 
relating  to  the  noises  that  accompanied  the  meteor. 

The  following  report  to  have  heard  no  sound : — 

(  I  ).  Danbury,  Connecticut. 

(  4  ).  W.  F.  Madlem,  Ephratah,  Pennsylvania. 

(  5  ).  G.  R.  Rossiter,  Marietta,  Ohio. 

(  6  ).  F.  A.  Curtis,  Newark,  Delaware. 
(  106  ).  Anonymous,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
(11 ).  W.  Allan,  O wing's  Mills,  Maryland. 
( 16  ).  C.  H.  Jourdan,  Emmittsburg,  Maryland. 
(  18  ).  W.  H.  Zimmerman,  Chestertown,  Maryland. 
(  42  ).  G.  D.  Smith,  Marion,  Virginia. 
(  43  ).  T.  B.  Converse,  Woodstock,  Virginia. 
(  46  ).  J.  J.  Barrick,  New  Castle,  West  Virginia. 

Besides  these,  many  others  who  heard  no  sound 
are  omitted,  since  others  from  the  same  places  heard 
the  sounds  distinctly,  as  described  in  the  following 
abstracts  :— 

(2).  Mercersburg,  Franklin  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Noise  accompanying  its  passage  like  a  hissing  fire- 
cracker. [Similar  reports  with  reference  to  other 
meteors  have  usually  been  considered  as  an  illuBloQ 
on  the  part  of  the  observer,  as  was  probably  the 
case  also  on  the  present  occasion.] 
(  3  ).  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Interval  2  seconds;  rushing,   rolling  sound,  like  an 
approaching  storm. 
(  T  ).  New  Castle,  Delaware. 
Subdued  rushing  sound. 
(  8  ).  Milford,  Delaware. 

Explosion  like  a  distant  cannon. 
(10a).  Baltimore?  Maryland. 

Followed  by  sound   like  that  of  lOO-pound  Parrott 
conical  shell. 
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( 12 ).  Mattawoman,  Maryland. 

As  it  disappeared,  followed  by  a  rambllDg  sound. 
(13, 14, 15).  Westminster,  Maryland. 

Interval  of  127  seconds ;   noise  like  a  cannon,  jarring 
the  windows,  followed  by  a  8erie§  of  rumblings. 
( IT ).  New  Market,  Maryland. 

Interval  of  4  or  5  seconds ;  sound  like  a  cannon. 
(19,20).  Sandy  Spring,  Maryland. 

Interval,    2   minutes;    sharp  report    like  a  cannon, 
shaking  the  windows. 
(21  to  29).  Washington,  D.  C. 

At  7.42  P.  M.  an  explosion  similar  to  a  heavy 
cannon,  shaking  windows  and  doors,  at  an  interval 
after  the  disappearance  of  the  meteor,  variously  esti- 
mated ;  the  most  accurate  observation  being  that  of 
No.  24,  T.  H.  Gill,  which  gives  from  145  to  150 
seconds ;  the  explosion  was  followed  for  20  seconds, 
or  more,  by  a  rumbling  noise. 
( 30  ).  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

Heavy  concussion ;  house  trembled. 
(31 ).  Falls  Church,  Virginia. 

Interval,  60  to  90  seconds ;  noise  like  heavy  cannon, 
followed  for  30  seconds  by  rumbling,  fading  away 
in  the  east. 
(32  &  33a).  Fairfax  Court  House,  Virginia. 

Concussion  that  shook    the  ground;    interval  a  few 
seconds  (possibly  45  seconds,  according  to  Mr.  S. 
Simpson),  followed  by  rumbling,  rushing  noises. 
|336,c,  d,  e).  Vienna,  Virginia. 

Like  loud  clap  of  thunder. 
( 34  ).  Centreville,  Virginia. 

Explosion  in  the*zenith. 
(35).  Accotink,  Virginia. 

Short,  hard  report,  like  heavy  cannon. 
t36  &  37).   Richmond,  Virginia. 

Shook  the  ground  and  rattled  windows. 
(39).  Waterford,  Virginia. 

Noise  like  train  of  cars. 
( 41 ).  Upperville,  Virginia. 

loterval  of  15  seconds;  sound  like  distant  thunder. 
(45).  Harper's  Ferry,  West  Virginia. 

During  the   whole   apparition   a  sound   like  a  sky- 
rocket,  but  twice  as  loud ;  after  an  interval  of  3 
breaths   (equal  to  20   seconds),  came  an  explosion 
like  a  well-charged  musket. 
( 47  ).  Raleigh  Court  House,  West  Virginia. 

Sound  like  that  of  distant  thunder,  to  the  southward. 

21 
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APPENDIX  No  V. 
CLASSIFIED  RteUMB 

Of  the  particniar  observers'  remarks  as  to  the  meteLii:^ 
size  and  shapes  its  brightness  relative  to  fhr  ftiW\ 
color  of  the  body  or  forward  portion,  and  ihui  of 
following  part. 

The  nambers  attached  to  these  remarks  respectiTf 
the  several  individual  abstracts  of  this  Appendix  {i 
ginning  on  page  144. 

Apparent  size  and  shape : 

i 


1 

w 

t 

and  of 


c 


Equal  to  full  moon 

Two-thirds  diameter  of  full  moon 

Head  half  diameter  of        "  

"     one-fourth  diameter  of  full  moon 

"     one-sixth  " 

elongated  form , .^ 

"     three  times  size  of  planet  7enus i  ^\'^ 

Wedge-shaped,  with  pale  violet  point 
Pear-shaped 

Base  45',  moving  forward  ) 

Length  75'  ) 

Base  30'     } 

Length  90']* 

Base  15'     ) 

Length  90')  

Brightness  relative  to  full  moon 


•'•71 


(!  !ir 


h 


Brightness  greater  than  that  of  full  moon  (\,^y,\i,\\kL  J 

"  equal  to  full  moon t'fe^        J/ 

"  not  quite  equal  to  full  moon 1^  Y^J  Ji 


not  quite  equal  to  full  moon. . 
three  times  that  of 


Color : 
Body  : 


white     (1,2  as  red  hot  iron,  3  like 

light  white,  with  reddish  glow 

"        clear  white,  with  rays  of  colors , 

"         white,  or  soft  silvery,  with  a  bluish  lint 

**         brilliant  white,  tail  bluish . 

General  color :  white  and  blue 

Body :  yellow^  apex  dull 

"       yellower  than  moonlight ,  , 

**       predominant  color  red  (or  crimson)  { 6  crii 

"        bright  red  and  yellow 

Round  red  head,  with  diverging  or  flash- 
ing rays  from  it,  of  a  white  color 


Id 
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Body:  red  and  blue (20) 

**      general  color  blue (25) 

TaU  (or  train) : 

Bright  train  following (11) 

Elongated  ball,  followed  by  a  bright  train. ...  (U) 

Tail  about  10^  long (18) 

Train  white,  but  not  so  intense  as  the  rays  di- 
verging from  the  head (31) 

Train  of  sparks (2) 

Successive  flashes  of  white  light (6) 

Tail  3°  long,  greenish-white (20) 

Body  burst  into  three  pieces  with  a  yellow  train  (7) 


130th  Mxxting.    7th  Annual  Mexting.    Novsmbib  10, 1877. 
Vice-President  Hilqabd  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty-three  members  present. 

The  names  of  members  elected  since  the  last  annual  meeting 
were  read. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensaing  year  was  conducted  in 
accordance  with  the  rules,  with  the  following  result:— 

President,  Joseph  Henbt.    (Unanimously.) 

Vice-Presidents,         J.  K.  Babnes,     W.  B.  Tatlob, 
J.  E.  Hilgabd,    J.  0.  Welling. 
Treasurer,  Cleveland  Abbe. 

Secretaries,  J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  N.  Gill, 

mbmbbrs  of  thb  qbnbral  committeb. 

Thobias  Antisell,  Simon  Nswoomb, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  J.  W.  Powell, 

Asaph  Hall,  C.  A.  Sohott, 

N.  8.  Lincoln,  J.  M.  Tonsb, 

J.  J.  WOODWABD. 

Standing  Committees,  appointed  by  the  General  Committee. 

On  Communications,  J.  J.  Woodwabd, 

J.  E.  Hilgabd. 
On  Publications,         S.  F.  Baibd,         T.  N.  Gill, 

J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  C.  Abbe. 
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1318T  Meeting.  November  24, 187t. 

The  President,  Joseph  Henbt,  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-six  members  and  visitors  present. 
The  President  read  his  annual  address,  as  follows  :«- 

Gentlemen,  Members  or  the 

Philosophical  Society  or  Washington. 

I  BEG  leave  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  yon 
have  conferred  upon  me,  and  the  good  feeling  you  have  mani- 
fested towards  me,  by  my  re-election  as  President  of  this  Society 
I  say  the  good  feeling  which  you  have  manifested  towards  me, 
because  I  know  that  there  are  many  of  your  members  who  can 
much  more  efficiently  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  than  I  can. 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  say,  without  the  charge  of  undue 
egotism,  that  I  have  never  occupied  any  position  for  which  I 
have  been  voluntarily  a  candidate.  The  several  offices  of  houor 
and  responsibility  which  I  now  hold,  no  less  than  nine  ia  number, 
have  all  been  pressed  upon  me  without  solicitation  on  my  part, 
and  I  now  begin  to  feel  that,  in  view  of  that  peculiarity  of  human 
nature  so  admirably  exhibited  in  the  character  of  the  Archbisho(> 
of  Granada,  that  I  ought  to  diminish  the  number  of  my  responsi- 
bilities, gradually  leaving  to  others  the  honor  and  the  toil  of 
office.  It  is,  therefore,  with  no  feigned  hesitation  that  I  again 
accept  the  re-election  to  the  position  to  which  your  kindness  has 
called  me. 

I  have,  however,  taken  from  the  first  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Society,  knowing  that  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the  intel- 
lectual development  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  that  it  has  a 
reflex  influence  upon  every  part  of  the  United  States.  It  tends 
to  keep  alive  an  active  spirit  of  scientific  advancement,  not  onlj 
to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  the  progress  of  discovery  among  its 
members,  but  also  to  stimulate  by  friendly  criticism  and  cordial 
sympathy  to  new  efforts  in  the  way  of  explorations  into  the  un- 
known. 

While  but  comparatively  few  qualifications  are  necessary  for 
admittance,  yet  no  person  is  elected  who  is  not  supposed  to  have 
at  least  a  high  appreciation  of  science ;  has  some  familiarity  with 
its  principles,  and  is  capable  of  doing  something  in  the  way  of 
promoting  the  objects  of  the  Association. 
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The  general  mental  qaalification  necessary  for  scientific  ad* 
yancement  is  that  which  is  usaallj  denominated  "common  sense/' 
though,  added  to  this,  imagination,  invention,  and  trained  logic, 
either  of  common  language  or  of  mathematics,  are  important  ad- 
juncts. Nor  are  objects  of  scientific  culture  difficult  of  attain- 
ment It  has  been  truly  said  that  the  '*  seeds  of  great  discove- 
ries are  constantly  floating  around  us,  but  that  they  only  take  root 
and  germinate  in  minds  well  prepared  to  receive  them." 

The  preparation,  however,  is  not  difficult,  and  many  possess 
the  requisites  in  an  eminent  degree  who  are  not  aware  of  the  fact 
Genius  itself  has  been  defined  as  a  mind  of  general  powers  deter- 
mined, enthusiastically  it  may  be,  on  one  pursuit 

The  method  of  discovery  or  scientific  observation  is  not  diffi- 
cult There  is  a  story  in  a  work,  entitled  "  Evenings  at  Home,'' 
which  produced  an  indelible  impression  on  my  mind.  It  is  en- 
titled **  Eyes  and  no  Eyes,"  and  related  to  two  boys  who  started 
on  a  walk  during  a  warm  summer  afternoon.  On  their  return, 
one  was  fatigued,  dissatisfied,  having  seen  nothing,  encountered 
only  dust  and  heat,  while  the  other  was  charmed  with  his  walk, 
which  had  been  over  the  same  ground,  and  gave  a  glowing  ac- 
count of  the  objects  which  he  had  met  with,  and  of  the  reflections 
which  were  awakened  by  them.  On  this  story,  De  la  Beche  has 
founded  a  work,  entitled  **  How  to  Observe  in  Geology,"  which  I 
would  commend  to  the  attention  of  every  member  of  this  Society, 
while  I  suggest  that  good  service  would  be  done  to  the  advance 
of  knowledge  were  a  similar  work  published  relative  to  all 
branches  of  science. 

The  first  requisite  for  an  observer  is,  that  his  mind  should  be 
actively  awakened  to  the  phenomena  of  nature  with  which  he  is 
surrounded.  Thousands  of  persons  of  excellent  mental  capacity 
pass  through  the  world  without  giving  the  slightest  attention  to 
the  ever-varying  exhibitions  which  are  presented  to  them.  The 
sun  rises  and  sets,  the  seasons  change,  the  heavens  every  night 
present  new  aspects,  but  these  to  them  are  matters  of  course ; 
they  excite  no  interest,  and  it  is  only  when  some  extraordinary 
phenomenon  occurs,  such  as  the  blazing  comet  or  the  startling 
earthquake,  that  their  attention  is  arrested.  Another  requisite  is 
the  power  of  the  perception  of  truth,  which  enables  the  observer 
to  recognize  and  define  with  unerring  accuracy  what  he  has  seen 
without  any  tinge  of  color  from  d  priori  conceptions.     Still  an- 
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Other  is  the  facalty  of  eliminating  accidental  conditions  front 
those  which  are  essential :  and  farther,  the  characteristic  of  perse- 
verance is  indispensable. 

The  fields  of  scientific  labor  may  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
yiz. :  those  which  relate  to  the  empirical  observation  of  facts,  and 
those  which  refer  to  the  systematic  series  of  investigations  rela- 
tive to  the  law  or  cause  of  special  phenomena.  As  illustrations 
of  the  first  class  are  the  facts  of  the  plienomena  of  the  physics 
of  the  globe,  those  of  ordinary  meteorology  and  natural  history; 
while,  as  examples  of  the  second,  we  have  the  phenomena  of 
chemistry,  physics,  and  astronomy. 

The  remarks  which  I  have  previously  made  relate  principally 
to  the 'former.  In  order  to  elucidate  the  method  of  investigation 
in  the  latter  case,  I  will  suppose  the  existence  of  a  new  pheno- 
menon which  is  unconnected  with  any  of  the  present  generaliza- 
tions of  science,  but  of  which  it  is  desired  to  discover  the  law  or 
the  facts  with  which  it  is  associated.  Such  facts  standing  alone 
form  no  part  of  science ;  thej  are  usually  discovered  in  the  course 
of  investigations,  and  are  of  great  importance  in  pointing  out 
fields  of  new  research  which  promise  an  abundant  harvest. 

The  first  step  in  the  investigation  is  to  reproduce  the  phenome- 
non ;  the  next,  is  to  form  in  the  mind  a  provisional  hypothesis 
as  to  its  cause,  and  in  the  choice  of  this  we  are  governed  by 
analogy.  For  example,  if  it  appears  to  resemble  some  of  the  phe» 
nomena  of  electricity,  we  assume  that  it  is  produced  by  electri- 
city ;  we  next  endeavor  to  ascertain  by  what  known  action  of 
electricity  such  an  effect  could  possibly  be  produced;  for  this 
purpose  we  invent  an  hypothesis,  or  imagine  some  peculiar  actioa 
of  electricity  suflScient  to  produce  the  effect  in  question :  we  thea 
say  to  ourselves,  if  this  be  true,  it  will  logically  follow  that  ^ 
specific  result  will  follow  if  we  make  a  certain  experiment :  the 
experiment  is  devised  and  tried,  but  no  positive  result  is  obtained. 
In  order  to  this  negative  resnlt,  the  logical  deductions  must  hav& 
been  in  error,  or  the  experiment  must  have  been  defective,  or  the 
hypothesis  itself  erroneous. 

We  examine  each  of  the  two  former  steps,  and  finding  nothing* 
amiss  in  them,  we  conclude  that  the  hypothesis  was  not  true : 
another  hypothesis  is  then  invented,  another  deduction  inferred, 
and  another  experiment  made ;  still  no  result  is  obtained.  At 
this  stage  of  the  research  the  inexperienced  investigator  is  prone 
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to  abandon  the  pursait ;  not  so  he  who  has  successfully  attempted 
to  penetrate  the  secrets  of  nature.  Undeterred  by  failure,  he 
changes  from  time  to  time  his  hypotheses,  makes  new  guesses,  and 
again  repeats  the  question  as  to  their  truth  by  means  of  experi- 
ment, until  at  length  nature,  as  if  wearied  by  his  solicitations, 
grants  him  a  new  and  positive  result ;  he  has  now  two  facts,  and 
an  hypothesis  to  explain  them ;  from  this  hypothesis  he  makes  a 
new  deduction,  which  is  also  tested  by  a  new  experiment ;  but 
now,  perhaps^  he  obtains  a  result,  which,  although  of  a  positive 
character,  is  not  what  he  expected.  He  has,  however,  made  an 
advance  ;  he  has  three  facts  and  an  hypothesis  to  explain  two  of 
them.  In  this  case  he  does  not  usually  abandon  his  preconceived 
idea,  but  modifies  it  until  it  includes  the  new  fact.  With  the 
hypothesis  thus  improved,  he  deduces,  it  may  be  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, a  number  of  new  conclusions,  the  truth  of  all  of  which  ia 
borne  out  by  the  results  of  the  experiments.  The  investigator 
DOW  feels  that  he  is  on  the  right  track ;  that  the  thread  of  Deda- 
lus  is  ia  his  hand,  and  that  he  will  soon  be  in  the  full  light  of 
day,  but  usually  the  escape  from  the  labyrinth  is  not  so  easy. 
In  the  height  of  his  sacccssful  career,  it  not  nnfrequently  hap- 
pens that  a  result  is  obtained  diametrically  opposed  to  his  pre- 
vious generalization,  which  conclusively  forces  upon  his  mind  the 
conviction  that  he  is  still  far  from  attaining  his  end ;  that  he  has 
not  yet  seized  upon  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  phenomena, 
which  have  grown  into  a  class  under  hia  hands. 

At  this  stage  of  the  inquiry,  his  self-esteem  is  much  depressed, 
he  throws  aside  for  a  while  his  apparatus,  refers  to  his  library  for 
new  suggestions ;  the  subject,  however,  is  not  discharged  from 
his  mind ;  it  still  goes  with  him,  and  is  perpetually  recurring  ;  it 
is  mingled  with  his  dreams,  and  is  seen  associated  with  the 
every-day  occurrences  of  life,  until  at  length,  in  some  happy  mo- 
ment of  inspiration,  it  may  be  after  refreshing  sleep,  the  truth 
flashes  upon  him :  he  catches  a  more  extended  conception  of  the 
relations  of  the  phenomena ;  a  more  comprehensive  hypothesis 
is  suggested,  from  which  he  is  enabled  to  deduce  in  succession  a 
large  number  of  new  conclusions  to  be  submitted  to  the  test  of 
experiments.  These  are  all  found  to  yield  the  expected  results, 
and  the  generalization  which  has  thus  been  obtained  is  more  than 
an  hypothesis.  It  is  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  verified  theory. 
The  investigator  now  feels  amply  rewarded  for  all  his  toil,  and 
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is  conscious  of  the  pleasare  of  the  self-appreciation  which  flowi 
from  having  been  initiated  into  the  secrets  of  nature,  and  allowed 
the  place  not  merely  of  an  humble  worshipper  in  the  yestibale  of 
the  temple  of  science,  but  an  officiating  priest  at  the  altar. 

In  this  sketch  which  I  have  given  of  a  successful  investigation, 
it  will  be  observed  that  several  faculties  of  the  mind  are  called 
into  operation.  First,  the  imagination,  which  calls  forth  the  forms 
of  things  unseen  and  gives  them  a  local  habitation,  must  be  active 
in  presenting  to  the  mind's  eye  a  definite  conception  of  the  modes 
of  operation  of  the  forces  in  nature  sufficient  to  produce  the  phe- 
nomena in  question.  Second,  the  logical  povrer  must  be  trained 
in  order  to  deduce  from  the  assumed  premises  the  conclusions 
necessary  to  test  the  truth  of  the  assumption  in  the  form  of  an 
experiment,  and  again  the  ingenuity  must  be  taxed  to  invent  the 
experiment  or  to  bring  about  the  arrangement  of  apparatus  adapt- 
ed to  test  the  conclusions. 

These  faculties  of  the  mind  may  all  be  much  improved  and 
strengthened  by  practice.  The  most  important  requisite,  how« 
ever,  to  scientific  investigations  of  this  character,  is  a  mind  well 
stored  with  clear  conceptions  of  scientific  generalizations  and 
possessed  of  sagacity  in  tracing  analogies  and  devising  hypo- 
theses. 

Without  the  use  of  hypotheses  or  antecedent  probabilities,  as 
a  general  rule  no  extended  series  of  investigations  can  be  made 
as  to  the  approximate  cause  of  casual  phenomena.  They  require 
to  be  used,  however,  with  great  care,  lest  they  become  false 
guides  which  lead  to  error  rather  than  to  truth. 

It  is  not  enough  for  a  physical  investigation  that  we  have  the 
simple  idea,  which  may  be  embodied  in  a  mathematical  equation, 
— we  must  see  clearly,  with  the  mind's  eye,  the  operations  in 
nature,  and  how  the  phenomena  are  produced  in  accordance  with 
the  well-known  laws  of  force  and  motion. 

As  an  illustration  of  what  I  have  said,  as  wel!  as  an  original 
scientific  communication,  I  may  be  allowed  to  present  in  this  con- 
nection an  account  of  some  observations  in  which  I  have  been 
engaged  during  the  past  summer;  and  which  are  an  extension  of 
the  investigation  of  the  phenomena  of  sound  in  its  application  to 
fog-signals,  of  the  progress  of  which  I  have  given  an  account  at 
different  times  to  the  Society. 

This  year,  my  attention  was  called  to  a  special  phenomenon 
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observed  for  several  years  past  on  the  coast  of  Maine,  which  has 
been  classed  among  those  to  which  the  term  "  abnormal  phe- 
nomena of  sound"  is  applied.  In  Angnst,  1873,  this  was  par- 
tially examined,  and  the  result  published  in  the  Light-House 
Report  for  1874.  In  order  to  investigate  it  further,  I  associated 
myself  with  Gen.  J.  C.  Duane,  Engineer  of  the  1st  Light-House 
District ;  Commander  H.  F.  Picking,  Inspector  of  the  same  Dis- 
trict ;  Mr.  Edward  L.  Woodruff,  Assist.  Engineer  of  the  3d  Dis- 
trict;  and  Mr.  Ghas.  Edwards,  Asst.  Engineer  of  the  1st  District 

The  phenomenon  to  be  investigated  was  exhibited  in  connec- 
tion with  the  fog-signal  at  a  station  called  White-Head,  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  at  the  entrance  of  Penobscot  Bay;  it  was 
reported  as  having  been  frequently  observed  by  the  captains  of 
the  steamers  plyiog  between  Boston  and  New  Brunswick,  and 
bad  also  been  witnessed  on  two  different  occasions  by  officers  of 
the  Light-House  Establishment. 

The  phenomenon,  as  reported  by  these  authorities,  consisted  in 
bearing  the  sound  of  a  ten-inch  whistle  distinctly  as  the  station 
is  approached,  till  within  the  distance  of  from  four  to  six  miles, 
then  losing  it  through  a  space  of  about  three  miles,  and  not  hear- 
ing it  again  until  within  about  a  quai-ter  of  a  mile  of  the  instru- 
ment, when  it  suddenly  becomes  audible  almost  in  its  full  power. 

This  phenomenon,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  keeper  of 
the  light-house  station,  is  noticed  whenever  the  vessel  is  ap- 
proaching the  station  from  the  southwest,  and  the  wind  is  in  the 
same  direction.  It  is  especially  observed  during  a  fog,  when  the 
warning  of  the  signal  is  most  wanted,  and  which  in  this  locality 
is  always  accompanied  by  a  wind  from  the  south  or  southwest. 

Our  first  object  was  to  verify  the  phenomenon,  and  for  this 
purpose  we  steamed  to  the  southwest,  directly  against  the  wind, 
which  was  blowing  at  the  time  at  about  the  velocity  of  ten  miles 
per  hour;  this  fortunately  happened  to  be*the  direction  of  the 
wind  during  which  the  phenomenon  was  most  frequently  observed. 
The  whistle  was  sounded  every  minute  by  an  automatic  arrange- 
ment, and  the  time  at  which  the  several  blasts  were  given  could 
be  noted  from  the  vessel  by  the  puffs  of  steam  emitted  by  the 
whistle.  As  we  increased  our  distance  from  the  signal,  the  sound 
very  slightly  diminished  in  loudness,  until  the  distance  was  about 
a  half  mile,  when  it  suddenly  ceased  to  be  heard,  and  continued 
Inaudible  for  about  a  mile  farther,  when  it  was  faintly  heard  and 
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continued  to  increase  in  loudness  until  we  reached  the  distance 
of  foar  miles ;  at  this  point  it  was  heard  with  such  clearness  that 
the  position  of  the  station  could  be  readilj  located  in  the  densest 
fog,  but  on  proceeding  still  farther  in  the  same  direction  it  grada- 
allj  diminished  and  was  finally  again  lost. 

As  a  second  experiment  we  retraced  the  same  line  back  to  the 
station,  and  observed  the  same  phenomena  in  a  reversed  order. 
The  sound  was  heard  the  loudest  at  a  point  about  four  miles 
from  the  station,  and  after  that  diminished  and  became  inaudible 
through  a  space  of  about  two  miles,  and  then  suddenly  burst 
forth  nearly  in  full  intensity  at  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
and  continued  loud  until  the  station  was  reached. 

Now,  for  the  investigation  of  this  phenomenon,  we  may  assume 
provisionally  that  it  is  due  to  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  atmo^ 
sphere,  either  as  to  heat,  pressure,  or  moisture,  or  a  combination 
of  all  of  them,  which  existed  at  the  time  in  that  part  of  the  track 
of  the  steamer  which  may  be  denominated  "the  region  of  silence.'^ 
But  if  this  were  true,  such  a  condition  of  the  atmosphere  ought 
to  be  indicated  by  ordinary  meteorological  instruments.  To  test 
this,  the  temperature  of  the  air  was  noted  through  the  whole 
space  by  an  ordinary  thermometer,  and  also  its  pressure  by  means 
of  an  aneroid  barometer,  but  no  variation  was  observed  in  these 
instruments  in  passing  through  the  air  along  the  path  of  the 
vessel. 

To  complete  this  series  of  observations,  however,  the  indi- 
cations of  a  delicate  hygroscope  should  have  been  noted.  Unfor- 
tunately we  were  not  provided  with  an  instrument  of  this  kind; 
the  fact  however  that  the  phenomenon  was  frequently  observed 
during  a  fog,  or  while  the  air  is  uniformly  saturated  with  moist- 
ure, indicates  that  the  phenomenon  is  not  due  to  a  difference  of 
moisture  in  the  region  of  silence.  Indeed,  it  is  sufficient  to  re- 
member that  a  wind  was  blowing  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an 
hour,  to  be  convinced  that  an  isolated  portion  of  air  could  not 
remain  in  a  fixed  position,  even  for  an  instant. 

Another  hypothesis  might  be  assumed, — ^that  the  apparent 
silence  was  caused  by  the  transverse  reflection,  in  some  way,  of 
sound  from  the  shore,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  configuration 
of  the  land  which  favored  such  an  hypothesis.  The  only  ex- 
planation which  presented  itself  was  that  of  the  upward  refraction 
of  sound,  an  hypothesis  which  has  been  found  fertile  in  new  re- 
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salts  in  prerious  investigationa  of  tho  same  subject  To  test 
this,  and  to  ascertain  the  dependence  of  the  phenomenon  on  the 
wind,  the  position  of  the  focus  or  the  origin  of  the  sonnd  was 
changed.  For  this  purpose,  the  whistle  of  the  steamer  was 
sounded,  while  a  portion  of  the  observing  force  was  placed  at 
the  station;  by  this  arrangement  it  was  found  that  while  the 
vessel,  in  reference  to  the  sound  of  the  signal  at  the  station, 
passed  through  a  region  of  silence,  the  observers  at  the  station, 
who  gave  attention  to  the  sound  from  the  steamer,  heard  no  in- 
terruption of  the  signal.  This  experiment  was  repeated  each 
way,  going  to  and  coming  from  the  station. 

From  this  result  it  appears  that  the  sound  going  toith  the  wind 
was  heard  from  every  point  on  its  course,  while  the  sound  moving 
against  the  wind  was  suddenly  lost  at  a  given  point  and  not  re- 
covered again  until  a  distance  had  been  traversed  by  the  vessel 
of  more  than  a  mile.  This  result  was  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  theory  of  refraction ; — ^in  the  case  of  the  sounds  travelling 
against  the  wind,  the  upper  part  of  the  wave  would  usually  be 
more  retarded  than  the  lower,  and  consequently  the  sound  wave 
would  be  thrown  upward,  above  the  head  of  the  observer.  At  a 
given  altitude  this  difference  of  velocity  would  cease  and  by  the 
tendency  of  sound  constantly  to  spread,  the  sound  wave  would 
again  reach  the  earth. 

But,  to  test  this  still  farther  and  to  show  that  the  locality  was 
not  an  essential  condition  of  the  existence  of  the  interval  of 
silence,  the  experiment  was  repeated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
station,  so  that  the  sound  from  the  fog-signal  would  move  in  the 
direction  of  the  wind.  Fart  of  the  observers  were  placed  at  the 
station  and  the  other  part  remained  on  board  the  vessel ;  both 
instruments  were  sounded,  the  one  in  the  intervals  of  the  sound- 
ing of  the  other. 

In  this  case  the  sound  from  the  fog-signal  was  continuous  to 
those  on  board  of  the  vessel  through  a  distance  of  over  four  miles, 
and  could  probably  have  been  heard  many  miles  farther,  but  the 
progress  of  the  steamer  in  that  direction  was  stopped  by  the  land. 

From  the  report  of  the  observers  at  the  station  it  appeared  that 
as  the  vessel  passed  into  the  distance  but  one  blast  was  heard 
during  its  whole  course.  In  this  case  (as  in  the  preceding 
experiment  of  sailing  to  the  southwest)  the  sonnd  moving  against 
the  wind  was  refracted  upward,  and  as  the  whistle  was  but  six 
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iochea  in   diameter  it  did  not  give  sufficient  yolume  to  again 
reach  the  earth  by  spreading. 

In  experiments  of  previous  years  the  fact  has  been  shown  that 
the  sound  is  heard  under  certain  conditions  better  when  moving 
against  the  wind  than  in  the  opposite  direction.  This  was  not- 
ably the  case  in  the  experiments  made  at  Sandy  Hook  in  Sep- 
tember, 18T4,  during  which  a  sound  from  the  west  was  heard  wiih 
the  wind  about  three  times  as  far  as  a  sound  from  a  similar  source 
was  heard  from  the  east,  or  against  the  wind ;  and,  again,  the 
same  sound  was  heard  from  the  west  three  times  as  far  as  from 
the  east  after  the  "wind  had  settled  to  a  calm ;  and  in  a  third  ob- 
servation the  same  phenomenon  was  observed  after  the  wind  had 
increased  to  a  velocity  of  ten  miles  an  hour  from  the  east. 
These  effects  were  afterwards  shown  to  be  connected  with  the 
fact  that  the  wind  during  the  whole  day  was  blowing  strongly 
from  the  west,  and  that  the  apparent  changes  of  the  wind  were 
due  to  currents  at  the  surface,  and  thus  a  sufficient  explanation 
was  given  to  the  phenomena  observed. 

It  would  appear,  however,  from  the  investigations  of  last  sum- 
mer, that  the  wave  of  sound,  which  has  been  refracted  upward, 
may  descend  at  a  greater  distance  from  its  origin  than  even  that 
at  which  sound  moving  with  the  wind  can  be  heard ;  probablj 
involving  a  peculiar  case  of  undulating  or  compound  refraction; 
but  this  requires  further  investigation. 

Each  series  of  observations  gives  rise  to  new  questions,  and 
indicates  that  the  subject  is  one  which  is  rich  in  new  results.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  the  observations  can  only  be  made  by  the 
aid  of  steamers ;  and  these,  in  the  Lighthouse  service,  can  onlj 
occasionally  be  employed  in  the  rare  intervals  of  more  impera- 
tive daties. 

In  order,  however,  to  collect  data  for  further  use  in  the  expli- 
cation of  the  phenomena,  the  Light-keepers  at  Block  Island  and 
Montauk  Point  (the  eastern  portion  of  Long  Island)  have  been 
directed  to  blow  the  fog-signals  for  an  .hour  on  every  Mondaj 
morning,  each  noting  whether  he  can  hear  the  sound  from  the 
other  station ;  observing,  at  the  same  time,  the  direction  of  the 
wind  and  the  apparent  motion  of  the  clouds. 

From  the  result  of  these  observations  during  the  year  it  appears 
that  the  clouds  give  frequent  indications  of  adverse  wind  ca^ 
rents,  and  that  the  number  of  times  that  the  sound  has  been 
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heard  against  the  wind  is  greater  than  the  namber  of  times  it  has 
been  heard  with  the  wind  ;  a  result  which,  though  unexpected, 
is  not  in  discordance  with  previous  assumptions. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Society  that  I  have,  in  previous 
years,  mentioned  a  remarkable  phenomenon,  which  I  have  deno- 
minated the  "ocean  echaJ^  This  has  also  been  observed  by  the 
scientific  adviser  of  the  Trinity  Board,  and  is  considered  by  him 
as  the  key  of  all  the  abnormal  phenomena  of  sound  observed,  and 
as  a  special  illustration  of  the  truth  of  his  hypothesis  that 
sach  abnormal  phenomena  are  produced  by  invisible  clouds  of 
flocculent  atmosphere.  The  phenomenon  in  question  consists  in  a 
reverberation  in  the  form  of  an  echo  from  a  point  in  the  verge  of 
the  horizon  to  which  the  axis  of  a  fog-trumpet  is  directed. 

In  regard  to  this  I  first  adopted  the  provisional  hypothesis 
that  this  was  produced  "by  a  reverberation  from  the  crests  of  the 
waves  of  the  ocean,  but  it  having  been  stated  that  the  same  phe- 
nomenon is  exhibited  while  the  sea  is  smooth,  this  assumption  must 
be  abandoned,  or  in  some  way  modified  to  suit  the  observed  facts. 
To  test  the  hypothesis  of  the  reverberation  being  due  to  a  re- 
flection from  an  invisible  cloud  on  the  verge  of  the  horizon,  the 
trumpet  of  the  large  syren  on  Block  Island  was  gradually  ele- 
vated from  a  horizontal  to  a  vertical  position,  and  while  in  this 
position  it  was  sounded  at  intervals  for  several  days ;  but  in  no 
case  was  an  echo  heard  from  the  zenith,  but  in  every  instance  an 
echo  was  returned  from  the  horizon  around  its  whole  circumference. 
In  another  experiment  with  a  vertical  trumpet  at  Little  Gull 
Island,  a  small  cloud,  from  which  a  few  drops  of  rain  fell  on  the 
area  of  the  base  of  the  Lighthouse,  passed  directly  across  the 
zenith,  and  during  this  passage  no  echo  was  observed  from  the 
cloud,  although  the  trumpet  directed  toward  it  was  sounded 
several  times  in  succession. 

Again,  in  order  to  obtain  additional  facts  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  this  echo,  observation  was  made  from  a  vessel,  by 
steaming  out  directly  as  if  into  the  region  of  the  echo ;  i.  e  ,  in 
the  direction  of  that  point  iu  the  horizon  from  which  the  echo 
appeared  to  emanate. 

In  this  case  the  loudness  of  the  echo  appeared,  as  we  advanced, 
to  gradually  diminish,  and  to  spread  itself  through  a  much  longer 
arc  of  the  horizon,  while  the  duration  of  the  echo  increased  in 
time. 
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It  woald  follow  from  this  experiment  that  the  echo  is  not  a 
reflection  from  a  definite  surface,  since  it  would  then  increase  in 
loudness  as  the  surface  is  approached ;  but  a  series  of  rebounds 
from  points  at  yarious  distances. 

Another  fact  of  great  importance  in  determining  the  nature  of 
the  echo  is  that  derived  from  the  observations  of  the  keeper  at 
Block  Island  ;  he  has  recorded  during  the  obserrations  of  a  year, 
every  Monday,  the  length  of  the  continuance  of  the  echo,  the 
state  of  the  weather,  the  direction  of  the  wind,  and  the  other 
meteorological  data.  From  which  it  is  found  that  the  echo  is 
always  heard  with  the  sound  of  the  syren  during  a  wind  in  any 
direction,  and  of  all  intensities ;  but  with  less  duration  after  the 
original  blast,  during  the  oecarrence  of  a  very  high  wind,  than  in 
calmer  weather ;  and,  above  all,  that  it  is  heard  equally  well 
during  a  dense  fog,  when  evidently  the  air  must  be  homogeneous 
and  saturated  in  every  part  with  vapor. 

From  these  facts  it  appears  to  me  conclusive  that  the  reverbe- 
ration, constituting  the  ocean  echOj  cannot  be  due  to  invisible 
clouds.  The  only  hypothesis  which  suggests  itself  to  my  mind 
as  a  basis  of  further  investigating  this  subject,  is  that  in  the 
spread  or  divergency  of  the  sound  the  direction  of  the  impulse 
turns  through  an  angle  of  a  little  more  than  90^,  so  as  to  meet 
the  surface  even  of  the  smooth  ocean  in  a  direction  by  which  it 
would  be  reflected  to  the  ear  of  the  observer,  making  the  angle 
of  reflection  equal  to  the  angle  of  incidence;  although  from  the 
gradual  dispersion  of  sound-beams,  the  precise  equality  of  these 
angles  is  obviously  not  very  important  to  the  result 

On  returning  from  this  excursion  by  the  N.  Y.  Western  Rail- 
way to  the  Hudson  River  at  Troy,  opportunity  was  taken  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  action  of  sound  in  the  Hoosac  tunnel, 
through  which  I  passed,  accompanied  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Woodruff, 
on  the  afternoon  of  Septembeir  tth.  Resting  at  East  Windsor 
near  the  western  outlet,  I  spent  a  considerable  part  of  the  follow- 
ing day  in  making  an  examination  of  the  work.  Mr.  W.  P. 
Granger,  the  chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Locke,  his  principal 
assistant,  very  courteously  furnished  a  hand-car,  and  cordially 
proffered  every  facility  for  making  any  desired  investigations. 
This  tunnel,  as  is  familiar  to  most  of  those  present,  is  nearly 
five  miles  long,  rising  by  an  easy  grade  of  26.4  feet  to  the  mile 
from  either  mouth  to  about  the  middle  of  the  tunnel,  where  it 
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opens  into  a  vertical  yentilating  shaft  through  the  rock,  of  up- 
wards of  a  thousand  feet  in  height.  The  top  of  this  shaft  opens 
between  two  ridges  of  the  Hoosac  mountain,  which  rise  respec- 
tively some  400  and  TOO  feet  higher.  From  the  middle  of  the 
tunnel  when  entirely  clear  of  smoke,  the  distant  opening  at  either 
end  appears  as  a  faint  star.  The  darkness  seems  oppressive ; 
and  when  a  train  is  passing  through,  the  air  becomes  so  thickly 
douded  that  the  glare  of  torches  cannot  be  seen  at  more  than  a 
dozen  feet  distance. 

It  had  been  constantly  observed  by  those  employed  in  the  tnn- 
nel,  that  during  the  approach  of  a  locomotive  at  no  great  distance, 
and  a  few  minutes  afterward,  the  sound  of  the  engine  was  very 
much  deadened  and  obstructed  ;  so  much  so  indeed,  as  to  imperil 
the  workmen  engaged  in  lining  the  top  of  the  tunnel  with  a  brick 
arch,  who  frequently  failed  to  hear  the  locomotive  until  it  was 
close  upon  them.  This  obscuration  of  sound  was  not  unnaturally 
attributed  to  the  dense  clouds  of  smoke  constantly  emitted  by  the 
locomotive :  but  this  explanation  can  hardly  be  accepted  as  the 
true  one,  nor  the  condition  noted,  as  constituting  even  an  appre- 
ciable caase  of  such  acoustic  opacity.  When  we  reflect  that  a 
puff  of  exhaust-steam  at  high  temperature  is  ejected  at  about 
every  four  feet  of  rail  traversed  by  the  driving  wheels,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  realize  that  in  an  atmosphere  so  sjstematicallj  made 
heterogeneous,  there  must  be  a  very  great  amount  of  dispersion 
and  absorption  of  sound  waves  struggling  through  such  a  medium. 
This  has  been  well  illustrated  by  the  striking  experiments  of  the 
distinguished  physicist  of  the  Royal  Institution.  A  very  simple 
method  of  confirming  this  explanation,  and  of  eliminating  entirely 
the  effect  of  the  smoke,  would  be  the  employment  of  locomotive 
engines  driven  by  the  combustion  of  coke  or  of  charcoal.  This 
experimental  determination  of  the  question  did  not  occur  to  me 
till  after  we  had  left  the  tunnel ;  but  on  suggesting  it  to  Mr.  A. 
W.  Locke,  the  assistant  engineer  in  charge,  he  very  obligingly 
undertook  the  conduct  of  such  an  experiment  at  the  earliest  con- 
venient opportunity.     The  result  has  not  yet  traiispired. 

When  the  tunnel  was  entirely  clear,  and  a  gentle  current  of  air 
flowing  down  the  central  yentilating  shaft  and  out  at  the  two 
ends  (as  is  usual  in  the  summer  season  when  the  external  tem- 
perature is  higher  than  the  internal),  it  was  observed  that  a  pro- 
longed but  irregular  echo  followed  any  loud  noise,  such  as  the 
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sadden  shotting  down  of  the  lid  of  a  tool-chest.  The  uneqnal 
or  somewhat  intermittent^character  of  the  echo  appeared  to  result 
from  the  irregular  sarface  of  the  rock  forming  the  walls  of  the 
tube.  A  somewhat  similar  echo  is  sometimes  returned  from  the 
dense  foliage  of  trees.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  a  very  percep- 
tible echo  was  heard  from  the  portion  of  the  tunnel  lined  with 
brick.  The  effect  could  in  neither  case  be  ascribed  to  any  inWs- 
ible  "  floccnlence,"  as  the  air  must  have  been  in  a  very  homogene- 
ous condition. 

Inasmuch  as  in  such  obseryations  the  waves  of  sound  are 
reflected  back  to  the  ear  from  points  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  their  origin,  this  being  especially  true  of  the  ocean-echoes, 
we  are  liable  to  be  seriously  misled  if  we  rely  too  confidently  on 
the  experiments  of  the  laboratory ;  and  form  hasty  generalizationa 
from  apparent  analogies,  without  carefully  considering  all  the 
meteorological  conditions  by  which  the  rays  of  sound  may  be 
deflected,  distorted,  and  diverged.  It  is  now  well  established  bj 
numerous  observations  and  experiments — made  independently  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  that  the  lines  of  acoustic  propagation 
(conveniently  called  sound-beams)  which  are  sensibly  very  recti- 
linear for  the  distance  of  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  feet,  and 
which  are  thus  obedient  to  the  katoptric  and  dioptric  laws  of 
precise  focal  convergence,  by  means  of  solid  mirrors  and  of  gas- 
eous lenses,  are  yet  at  the  distance  of  a  few  miles  so  strangely 
contorted  and  aberrant,  as  seemingly  to  contradict  all  the  analo- 
gies suggested  by  our  experience  with  the  rays  of  light.  It  is 
the  accumulation  of  comparatively  slight  divergencies  continued 
through  many  thousands  of  yards,  whether  under  the  influence 
of  constant  conditions,  or  of  changing  and  reversed  conditions; 
which  produces  such  marked  anomalies  at  the  distance  of  five  or 
of  ten  miles,  and  which  makes  their  investigation  as  laborious  as 
it  is  instructive  and  important  And  not  until  we  have  mastered 
all  the  conditions  affecting  the  transmission  of  sound  throughont 
its  entire  sensible  range,  and  have  thus  become  enabled  to  pre- 
dict its  true  coarse,  and  to  announce  its  varying  limits  of  aadi- 
bility  at  the  earth's  surface,  under  given  circumstances,  can  we 
be  said  to  have  perfected  the  theory  of  this  most  interesting  and 
indispensable  agent  of  communication. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Antissll. 
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Mr.  Oarriok  Mallebt  commenced  a  paper  on 

SOME  OOMMON  ERRORS  RESPEOTINQ  THE  NORTH  AMEBIOAN  INDIANS. 

Mr.  Alvord  remarked  on  the  disagreement  between  arch^o- 
legists  and  others  respecting  the  origin  of  the  American  Indiaos. 


132d  Meeting.  December  8,  1877. 

Vice-President  Hiloard  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty-six  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  Mallery  continued  his  paper  on 

SOME  COMMON  ERRORS  RESPECTING  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  INDIANS. 

(abstract. ) 

The  traveller  Catlin  announced  in  bis  well-known  Letters,  dated 
1839 — '*  the  Indians  of  North  America  are  copper  colored  .  .  . 
were  sixteen  millions,  and  sent  that  number  of  daily  prayers  to 
the  Great  Spirit,  and  thanks  for  his  goodness  and  protection." 

The  Sionx  commission  of  1876  nrged,  as  an  argument  for  po- 
litical favor,  that  **  the  Indian  is  one  of  the  few  savage  men  who 
clearly  recognize  the  existence  of  a  Great  Spirit." 

De  Tocqueville  remarked  of  the  American  tribes — "there  is 
no  instance  on  record  of  so  rapid  a  destruction." 

The  joint  special  committee  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  in 
1867,  reported — "the  Indians  everywhere,  with  the  exception  of 
the  tribes  within  the  Indian  Territory,  are  rapidly  decreasing  in 
numbers." 

McKenney  and  Hall  in  their  magnificent  work,  published  in 
1844,  declare  "  all  the  tribes  with  which  we  are  acquainted  are 
in  a  state  of  rapid  and  progressive  diminution." 

One  ofthe  latest  ethnological  writers,  Mr.  Hubert  H.  Bancroft, 
states  in  his  "  Native  Races,"  with  philosophic  emphasis,  "  the 
intercourse  of  civilized  with  savage  people  results  in  the  disap- 
pearance of  civilization  or  the  extinction  of  the  barbaric  race," 
and  bewails  "  all  the  millions  of  native  Americans  who  have  per- 
ished under  the  withering  influence  of  European  civilization." 

These  quotations  exhibit  some  of  the  most  important  cnrrent 
errors  regarding  our  aborigines.  As  read,  the  statements  prob- 
ably would  receive  general  assent,  but  they  are  all  seriously 
incorrect. 

Mr.  Catlin's  designation  of  the  color  of  copper  for  the  Ameri- 
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can  race  was  by  no  means  original,  having  been  nsed  bj  many 
scientists  (who  never  saw  an  Indian),  in  their  classifications,  some- 
times nnder  the  less  distinctive  term  red;  but  the  Indians  are 
neither  red  nor  copper  colored,  having  been  first  styled  so  from 
the  aniversal  use,  for  personal  adornment,  by  those  their  discov- 
erers first  met,  of  the  ochre  found  in  their  soil,  whereby  the  skin 
remained  stained  long  after  the  artificial  hue  had  ceased  to  be 
fresh,  and,  as  the  brighter  imported  pigment  became  accessible  to 
and  greatly  preferred  by  them,  the  hue  of  the  ruddy  metal  for 
their  description  might  well  be  amended  into  that  of  vermilion. 
It  is  true  that,  imitating  the  designation  of  their  discoverers,  the 
eastern  Indians  have  called  themselves  "  red  men,"  but  bands 
near  the  Rocky  Mountains,  who  during  the  present  century  first 
met  explorers  of  European  descent,  spontaneously  styled  the 
latter  red,  to  mark  the  contrast  of  the  sun -blistered  faces  of  their 
visitors  with  their  own  darker  skin.  Their  real  prevailing  color 
is  brown,  though  with  many  various  shades,  some  of  which  are  not 
distinguishable  from  those  found  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  espe- 
cially Asia,  and  there  is  no  more  propriety  in  styling  them  red  than 
it  would  have  been  for  Csesar  to  have  called  the  ancient  Britons  I 
blue,  when  he  noticed  that  they  universally  stained  their  bodies  | 
with  woad.  Without  entering  upon  a  too  vast  field  of  discussion, 
it  may  be  indicated  that  the  attempt  to  segregate  our  Indians  \ 
from  the  rest  of  the  world,  by  a  color  classification,  has  been 
even  less  successful  in  distinct  results  than  that  of  craniologista 

To  deny  that  the  Indians  believed  in  and  worshipped  an  o?er-  | 
ruling  power  (which  we  have  commonly  called  the  Great  Spirit 
or  Manito),  seems  to  be  an  iconoclastic  assault  upon  a  favorite 
field  of  religious  illustration,  perhaps  tending  to  impair  some,  how- 
ever superfluous,  theological  arguments.  A  better  acquaintance, 
however,  with  our  continent's  traditions,  and  particularly  with 
the  etymology  of  its  languages,  shows  that  myths  have  been  mis- 
understood, and  the  epithets  of  divinity  mistranslated,  when  tbej 
have  conveyed  either  the  idea  of  monotheism,  or  of  any  personal 
and  definite  God  with  the  attributes  given  by  us  to  that  word  or 
the  Latin  Deus.  The  more  learned  missionaries  are  now  not  only 
agreed  that  a  general  creator  or  upholder  never  existed  in  aborig- 
inal cosmogony,  but  that  the  much  simpler  belief  in  a  single 
superhuman  great  chief  or  ruler  is  a  modern  graft. 

The  Jesuits  in  their  relations  confess  that  no  one  immaterial 
god  was  recognized  by  the  Algonkins,  the  title  Manito  having 
been  introduced  by  themselves  in  a  personal  sense,  and  that  of 
the  head  Iroquois  deity  **  Neo,"  or  "  Hawaneu,"  is  asserted  on  lin- 
guistic grounds  to  be  a  mere  corruption  of  the  French  "ZWeu" 
aiid  "  le  bon  Dieu.'^  One  of  the  last  claimants  for  a  native  god 
of  causation  was  a  missionary  to  the  Cherokees,  who  boasted 
that  he  found  the  word  of  that  language  for  "  maker  "  used  as  a 
divine  title,  but,  on  being  cross-examined  by  Prof.  J.  W.  Powbll, 
he  was  forced  to  admit  that  the  word  did  not  mean  "  maker''  in 
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the  abstract  (which  the  genias  of  no  Indiaa  tongue  could  ex- 
press), and,  from  its  incorporated  pronominal  particle,  could  not, 
as  used  by  the  Cherokee,  signify  **my  maker,"  but  his,  i,  e.  the 
white  mau's  maker,  thus  showing  only  the  readiness  with  which 
the  latter  was  admitted  into  America's  elastic  Pantheon.  Doubt- 
less in  councils  and  other  intercourse  with  Christians,  Indian 
speakers  employed  the  words  Manilo,  Taku  Wakan,  and  the  like, 
in  a  sense  acceptable  to  the  known  prejudices  of  their  interlo- 
cutors, but  that  was  through  courtesy  and  policy,  much  as  the 
strictest  Protestant  would  once  have  found  it  convenient  if  not 
necessary,  when  at  Rome,  to  speak  respectfully  of  the  Pope.  The 
adoption  of  expressions  as  well  as  of  ideas  which  were  under- 
stood to  be  agreeable  to  or  expected  by  the  whites,  is  well  illus- 
trated in  the  use  by  western  Indians  of  the  terms  ''  squaw"  and 
•"  papoose,"  which  are  not  in  their  languages,  but  are  mere  cor- 
ruptions from  the  Algonkin.  As  all  travellers  insisted  upon 
those  words  to  signify  woman  and  child,  the  tribes,  as  successively 
met,  complied,  with  the  result  of  a  general  belief  that  they  were 
common  to  the  several  native  dialects,  which  is  no  more  true  than 
if  the  English  terms  had  been  impressed  upon  theia  instead  of 
those  equally  foreign. 

The  sixty-three  linguistic  families  on  this  continent  north  of 
Mexico,  some  differing  from  each  other  in  speech  more  widely 
than  the  Latin  from  the  Teutonic  nations,  and  even  rivalling  in  de- 
gree the  distinction  between  Indo-European  and  Semitic  dialects, 
naturally  present  myths  greatly  diverse,  but  agree  with  marked 
unanimity  in  acknowledging  no  Supreme  God,  and  in  dividing 
all  supra-human  power  among  many  personages  to  be  propitiated, 
appeased,  and  utilized.  It  is  true  that  they  did  not  reach  the 
advanced  culture  in  which  the  Greek,  Scandinavian,  and  other  in- 
heriters  of  earlier  orient  folk-lore  produced  the  distinct  figures  of 
2eu8,  Thor,  Phoebus,  Astarte,  and  Boreas.  Scholars  have,  how- 
ever, lately  traced  these  classic  personifications  of  sky,  thunder, 
sun,  moon,  and  wind,  to  their  rude  Aryan  or  Hamitic  originals, 
which  differ  but  slightly,  save  in  the  tincture  of  racial  idiosyn- 
crasy and  habitat,  from  those  of  our  Indians,  while  we  sometimes 
atrike  curious  native  parallels  to  the  serpent  of  Midgard  and  tor- 
toise of  Vishnu,  the  bridge  of  Al  Sirat  and  the  Elysian  Fields, 
the  labors  of  Herakles  and  doom  of  Sisyphus,  Titanic  wars  and 
Cyclopean  struggles. 

In  the  infancy  of  all  races  appears  what  has,  with  doubtful 
propriety  as  applied  to  that  stage  of  development,  been  styled 
nature  worship,  being  at  first  merely  an  attempt  to  account  for 
surrounding  phenomena.  There  could  have  been  no  clear  con- 
ception of  the  supernatural,  because  there  was  yet  none  of  natural 
order — no  miracle  when  there  was  no  law  to  be  suspended  or 
changed.  The  human  mind  in  its  early  development  tried  to 
explain  the  unknown  by  classification  with  what  was  already 
^own,  much  as  a  scientific  law  is  now  formulated  only  after 
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proper  relegation  of  ascertained  facts  to  a  category  of  similars^ 
though  among  the  latter  there  must  be  eventual  discriroiiiation 
between  mere  homology  and  true  analogy.  The  savage  onlj 
understood  human  feelings  and  capacities,  and  so  peopled  his 
philosophy  with  imagined  actors  to  perform  every  operation  of 
nature  beyond  his  own  powers.  Thus  many  forms  of  being, 
motion,  and  action,  became  the  work  of  personages  with  man's 
volition,  and  differing  chiefly  from  him  by  greater  intelligence, 
strength,  and  size.  The  polytheism  naturally  resulting  was 
not  80  disgraceful  to  humanity  as  has  been  claimed,  for  the 
methods  of  modern  science  have  only  improved  upon  the  barbanc 
or  Archaic  efforts  through  greater  experience  and  more  careful 
restrictive  tests  to  guard  against  false  conclusions  from  associa- 
tion of  ideas,  and  tempting  tirst  impressions  of  cause  and  conse- 
quence. The  sequence  in  mental  progress  is,  Ist,  Mythology; 
3d,  Metaphysics;  3d,  Positive  Philosophy. 

It  would  then  have  been  indeed  strange,  if  the  cosmogony  and 
religion  of  our  native  tribes  had  contrasted  greatly  with  those  of 
oar  own  ancestors  of  the  stone  age  to  which,  of  the  old  world's 
periods,  they  relatively  belong.  In  fact  there  is  no  such  contrast 
The  Indian  filled  nature  with  spirits  only  in  the  sense  of  expla- 
nation before  mentioned,  some  one  of  his  Anthropomorphic  or 
Zodmorphic  conceptions  to  answer  the  pressing  conundrnms  of 
how  and  why,  ever  personally  accomplishing  or  acting  in  all 
phenomena  whether  spasmodic,  continuous,  or  intermittent,  with 
no  relation  to  any  general  order,  rule,  or  Providence.  We  now 
account  for  a  thunder-storm  by  known  rales  of  evaporation  and 
condensation.  The  Indian  was  driven  to  invent  a  monstrous  dis- 
turbing and  overshadowing  eagle,  and  he  both  explained  and 
symbolized  the  bowling  wind  by  the  howling  wolf.  The  Dakota 
sees  a  Wakan  not  only  in  every  unusual  occurrence,  but  in  each 
remarkable  rock  and  noisy  cataract,  and  recognizes  its  divinity 
by  a  tribute  of  tobacco.  Among  the  Iroquois,  their  staples, 
corn,  beans,  and  squashes,  being  planted  and  tended,  were  col- 
lectively the  gifts  and  constant  care  of  the  "Three  Supporting 
Sisters" — "  De-o-hA-ko " — but  any  one  of  the  secular  oaks  and 
sequoias,  the  growth  of  which  is  not  observed,  may  have  in  the 
regions  where  they  are  found  its  individual  numen.  The  red  tuft 
of  the  woodpecker,  the  blindness  of  the  mole,  the  forked  tongue 
of  the  snake,  and  the  spark  from  the  flint,  each^  had  its  storied 
cause  in  the  adventures  of  ancestors  and  daimons. 

It  is  not  correct  to  call  our  Indian  a  Zooloter,  e'xcept  in  so  far 
that  his  intense  study  of  the  habits  of  animals  has  individualized 
and  personified  their  special  characteristics,  and  that,  taught  by 
fasting  visions,  he  generally  adopts  some  bird  or  beast  in  mutual 
relation  of  protection  and  respect,  though  not  often  strictly  with 
worship.  He  had  no  special  cult  of  a  living  animal,  such  for 
instance  as  of  the  bull  Apis,  but  deified  its  mystical  progenitor 
or  prototype.     Michabo,  the  Great  Hare,  was  to  the  Algonkins 
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their  own  ancestor,  foander  of  their  religioQB  rites,  and  ruler  of 
the  weather,  while  the  cojote  was  the  parent  and  benefactor  of 
the  Karoks  and  other  Californians.  The  rattlesnake  was  a  gen- 
eral "  grandfather,"  and,  though  greatly  feared,  was,  it  is  said, 
never  intentionally  killed.  Some  authors  have  asserted  that  fet- 
ichism  is  not  found  in  American  religions,  but  that  would  onlj  be 
true  with  a  narrow  de6nition  of  fetichism,  which  is  but  one  form 
of  animism,  and  should  include  all  attribution  of  voluntary  power 
to  inanimate  objects,  not,  as  are  idols,  representative  or  symbolic, 
which  is  as  prominent  a  feature  in  Indian  as  in  African  mythol- 
ogy. Even  the  most  repulsive  fetichistic details  survive  in  what 
has,  foolishly  enough,  been  translated  "  medicine,"  embracing 
charms  and  amulets,  the  fossil  tooth  carried  by  the  Assiniboin, 
the  tail  feathers  of  the  chapparal  cock  sacred  among  the  Chey- 
ennes,  stones  with  vivid  spots,  colored  earth  or  sand,  bones  and 
ashes  of  animals,  birds  and  reptiles,  deposited  in  bags  with  cere- 
monial chants  and  dances,  and  possessing  as  used  deadly  or 
saving  virtues.  We  find  here,  in  short,  with  new  faces,  most  of 
the  antique  foes  of  Christianity,  e,  g,  Antientism,  hero  and  astral 
worship — sometimes  mingled,  as  when  an  Iroquois  tribe  revered 
loskeha,  born  of  a  virgin  daughter  of  the  moon,  as  its  father 
and  bestower  of  fire — metempsychosis  of  man  and  beast,  appa- 
ritions and  sorcery,  oracle  and  disease-possession  by  good  and 
bad  spirits,  and  the  eastern  psychopomp  has  its  analogue  in  the 
dog  slain,  or  the  bird  loosed  at  the  grave.  Our  Indians,  so  long 
secluded  and  delayed  in  their  sociological  culture,  were  on  their 
discovery  no  better  and  no  worse,  religiously,  than  the  population 
of  what  it  is  the  fashion  to  call  Juventus  mundi.  Referring 
then  to  Mr.  Catlin's  pathetic  lament,  if  all  the  members  of  their 
polytheism,  or  rather  polydaimonism,  had  been  addressed  on 
any  day  by  each  native  inhabitant  of  the  continent,  the  list  of 
prayers  would  have  far  exceeded  bis  sixteen  millions,  but  the 
multiplication  would  have  been  produced  by  the  census  of  the 
divinities  as  a  factor  quite  as  important  as  that  of  their  wor- 
shippers. 

This  leads  us  to  consider  the  common  belief  that  the  native 
population  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  colonists  was  very  large,  has 
been  and  still  is  rapidly  becoming  extinct,  and  that  the  cause  of 
that  extinction  is  an  inherent  characteristic  or  defect  of  the  race 
rendenng  impossible  its  civilization  or  even  existence  with  civil- 
ized environments. 

iThe  part  of  the  paper  under  thit  head  will  be  published  in  (he  Proeeedingt  of 

the  American  AssocicUion  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,    Natkoiile 

Meeting.    1877.) 

The  conclusions  reached  are,  that  the  pre-Columbian  popula- 
tion of  the  territory  occupied  by  the  United  States  has  been  wildly 
overestimated ;  that,  while  many  of  its  component  bodies  have 
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been  diminished  or  been  destroyed  bj  oppression  and  yiolence, 
their  loss  has  been  in  large  part  compensated  by  gain  among^ 
others,  that  the  "blight"  and  "withering,"  or  feree  natures  theory 
is  proved  to  be  absurdly  false,  and  that,  though  some  temporary 
retrogradation  must  always  be  expected  among  individual  tribes, 
at  the  crises  of  their  transition  from  savagery  or  barbarism  to 
more  civilized  habits,  yet  now  the  number  of  our  Indians  is  on  the 
increase,  aud  wijl  naturally  so  continue  unless  repressed  b^  causes 
not  inherent  to  civilization,  bat  to  criminal  misgovernment,  until 
their  final  absorption  into  the  wondrous  amalgam  of  all  earth's 
peoples  which  the  destiny  of  this  country  may  possibly  effect 
Neither  from  views  of  their  physiological,  religious,  or  sociologi- 
cal characteristics,  should  they  be  regarded  as  an  exceptional  or 
abnormal  part  of  the  human  race,  or  so  treated  in  our  national 
policy.  Only  those  legislators  and  officials,  who  are  prepared  to 
encourage  downright  murder,  can  neglect  their  duty  under  the 
Satanic  consolation  of  the  convenient  extinction  doctrine.  With 
continued  injustice  more  Sitting  Bulls  and  chief  Josephs,  driven 
into  the  last  refuge  of  despair,  will  require  expenditure  of  blood 
and  treasure  which  simple  truth  and  honesty  would  prevent^ 
while  judicious  and  consistent  treatment  would  preserve,  reclaim^ 
and  elevate  a  race  entrusted  to  our  national  honor,  which  may 
with  no  interminable  delay  become  a  valuable  element  in  our 
motley  community. 

Mr.  Powell  spoke  of  the  greater  permanency  of  the  larger 
confederacies  of  the  North  American  Indians;  also  of  the  knowl* 
edge  of  medicine  attributed  to  them,  and  their  having  poisoned 
arrows,  as  fallacious.  They  used  charms  and  charmed  arrows. 
The  popular  idea  of  their  languages  being  meagre,  and  requiring 
facial  expression  to  convey  their  meaning,  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  Woodward  remarked  on  the  danger  of  generalizing  from 
one  country  to  another.  The  South  American  Indians  have  poi- 
soned arrows. 

Mr.  Mason  spoke  of  the  arrows  from  blowpipes  of  the  South 
American  Indians,  and  of  the  "black  drink"  used  by  them,  which 
is  a  purgative  and  an  .emetic:  also  of  the  immense  ancient  popu- 
lation in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  as  evidenced  by  mounds, 
monuments,  and  remains.  He  further  remarked  that  the  truth  as 
to  the  number  of  Indians  in  North  America  at  the  time  of  its 
discovery  by  Europeans  was  probably  between  the  extreme  esti- 
mates at  first  and  the  subsequent  skeptical  doubts;  but  there  was 
very  little  ground  to  stand  on,  aud  admitting  widely  different 
speculations. 
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Mr.  Powell  referred  to  the  moond  as  being  a  burial-place  for 
many  generations,  and  the  large  number  of  remains  in  any  of 
them  as  not  indicating  a  large  contemporaneous  population.  He 
also  spoke  of  the  Pueblos  as  moving  southward  to  newer,  larger, 
and  better  structures,  and  that  those  abandoned  should  not  be 
regarded  as  indications  of  extermination. 

Remarks  were  also  made  by  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Alvobd. 


133d  MEBTiNa  Dboembee  22,  18tT. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-four  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Dr.  David  Lowe  Huntingdon,  U.  8.  A.,  and 
Mr.  Henby  Robinson  Seablb,  as  members  of  the  Society,  was 
announced. 

Mr.  G.  A.  White  made  a  communication  on 

some  phases  of  the  evolutional  H18T0BT  OF  THE  NOBTH 
AMEBICAN  UNIONIDA 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Gill;  Mr.  Antisell,  who  objected 
to  the  idea  of  propagation  from  salt  to  fresh  water;  Mr.  Gilbebt, 
on  the  accommodation  of  fresh-water  types  to  brackish  water, 
instancing  fresh-water  shells  in  the  brackish  water  about  Great 
Salt  Lake ;  and  by  Mr.  Gill,  who  referred  to  the  existence  of 
sharks  and  other  salt-water  fishes  in  the  fresh  water  of  Lake 
Nicaragua. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  read  a  paper  on 

THE  position  OF  THE  CENTBE  OF  QBAVITT  OF  THE  APPABENT  DISK 
OF  A  PLANET, 

living  the  method  he  adopted  in  measuring  the  distances  of  the 
satellites  of  Mars  from  the  limbs  of  the  primary,  and  reducing 
them  to  the  centre. 

{Thii  paper  appeart  in  the  MontMif  Notices  of  the  Royal  AUronomieal 
Society  for  January,  1878.) 
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Mr.  Theodore  Gill  made'*'  a  commanication  on 

A  NEW  BPECIES  07  CHIMiBEA  FOUND  IN  AMERICAN  WATERa 

Odg  of  the  most  unexpected  discoveries  recently  made  in 
American  ichtiiyology  is  that  of  a  species  of  the  genas  chinuara, 
of  which  a  specimen  has  lately  been  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution. It  was  caught  southeast  of  the  La  Have  bank,  in  lai 
42*^  40'  N.,  Ion.  63°  23'  W.,  at  a  depth  of  350  fathoms,  with  a 
bait  of  halibut.  An  attentive  comparison  of  the  specimen  with 
individuals  of  the  European  chimesra  monstrosa,  renders  it  evi- 
dent that  it  does  not  belong  to  that  species,  but  is  an  entirely 
distinct  specific  form.  It  may  be  named  chimaara  plumbea,  and 
diagnosed  as  follows : — 

Chimsera  plumbea. 

A  chimsera  with  the  snoot  acutely  produced ;  the  ante-orbital 
flexure  of  the  suborbital  line  extending  little  above  the  level  of 
the  inferior  margin  of  the  orbit;  the  dorsals  close  together;  the 
dorsal  spine  with  its  anterior  surface  rounded ;  the  ventrals  tri- 
angular and  pointed ;  the  pectorals  extending  to  the  outer  axil 
of  the  ventrals ;  and  the  color  uniformly  plumbeous. 

By  these  characters  the  species  is  readily  separable  from  the 
chimsera  monstrosa  and  other  species  of  the  genus. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  made  remarks  on 

POISONS  AMONQ  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN  INDIANS, 

regarding  the  tale  of  their  dipping  arrows  in  deer's  liver  poisoned 
by  the  bites  of  rattlesnakes  as  a  myth.  He  spoke  also  of  arts 
among  the  South  American  Indians  as  derived  from  a  higher 
state  of  civilization  than  those  found  among  the  North  American 
Indians. 

Mr.  Woodward  quoted  Dr.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  A.,  as  having  seen 
Indians  poisoning  their  arrows  in  the  way  described,  and  as 
having  been  informed  by  some  of  them  that  they  carried  different 
arrows  for  destroying  animals  and  their  enemies. 

He  also,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Coues,  XT.  S.  A.,  spoke  of 
poisoned  wounds  from  arrows  of  the  North  American  Indians. 

*  Beoelved  b7  the  Seoretar7  of  the  meeting,  December  17. 
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Mr.  Powell  remarked  that  they  dipped  their  arrows  in  blood 
and  flesh. 

Mr.  Antisell  remarked  that  the  Apaches  carried  poisoned 
arrows,  obtaining  the  poison  from  more  sonthern  tribes,  who 
derived  it  from  the  rattlesnakes. 

Remarks  were  also' made  by  Mr.  Fabquhab  and  Mr.  Oill. 


134th  MsETiNa.  Januabt  5,  1878. 

Vice-President  Welling  in  the  Chair. 

Tbirtj-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  Elliott  Coues,  after  a  few  preliminary  remi^rks  on  the 
evidence  of 

"THE  USE  OP  poisoned  ARROWS  BT  NORTH  AMERICAN  INDIANS,'' 

and  his  own  experience  and  that  of  others  with  wounds  produced 
by  them,  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  by  Dr.  Hoffman,  Surgeon 
U.  S.  Army. 

Mr.  Oale  made  a  communication  on 

"THE  CLIMATE  OP  PLANTS," 

maintaining  that  each  plant  has  a  range  of  climate  within  which 
it  thrives  and  flourishes,  and  outside  of  which  is  dwarfed  or  dis- 
appears, illnstrating  by  familiar  examples. 

Mr.  Antisell  gave  instances  of  the  disappearance  of  trees  in 
some  localities  not  attributable  to  climate,  some  of  which  Liebig 
ascribed  to  changes  of  soil ;  for  others  no  satisfactory  reasons 
had  been  assigned.  He  instanced  pines  on  the  coast  of  Califor- 
nia, where  the  denuded  soil  and  greater  exposure  to  winds  were 
onfavorable  to  the  growth  of  young  plants ;  and  the  bamboo  on 
the  northern  Island  of  Japan,  which,  stinted  near  the  shore,  be- 
comes more  luxuriant  as  you  go  inland,  and  grows  well  on  the 
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top  and  sides  of  hills,  but  may  floarish  less  below ;  Titali^  di- 
minishing by  exposore  to  winds. 

Mr.  O.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  commanication  on 

A  PROPOSED  NEW  LEVELLINO  INSTRUMENT 

for  scientific  uses.  To  the  usual  combination  of  spirit  level  and 
telescope,  he  proposed  U)  add  a  graduated  rod,  so  attached  that 
when  the  rod  was  adjusted  to  verticality  the  optical  axis  of  the 
telescope  would  be  horizontal.  The  rod  would  extend  as  far 
below  the  telescope  as  it  did  above,  and  the  tripod  head  would 
be  pierced  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  rod.  In  use  the  insUu- 
ments  would  be  handled  in  pairs,  each  being  in  turn  carried  for- 
ward past  the  station  of  the  other.  Each  reading  would  be 
reciprocal,  the  height  of  the  higher  telescope  being  read  on  the 
upper  half  of  the  rod  of  the  lower  instrument,  and  the  height  of 
the  lower  telescope  on  the  lower  half  of  the  upper  rod.  The 
mean  of  the  reciprocal  readings  would  need  no  correction  for 
curvature  of  the  earth  or  for  normal  refraction,  and  an  inspection 
of  the  sum  of  the  reciprocal  readings  would  lead  to  the  detection 
of  errors  arising  from  mal-a^justment,  from  mistakes,  or  from 
unfavorable  conditions  of  atmosphere  or  ground  surface.  An 
important  use  of  the  instrument  would  be  for  the  investigation 
of  the  conditions  affecting  the  precision  of  levelling,  so  as  to 
determine  the  most  &vorable  weather,  the  most  favorable  hours, 
and  the  most  favorable  character  of  ground  surface. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Coffin,  Hall,  and  Dall,  the 
latter  objecting  to  the  instability  of  such  an  instrument  even  in 
light  win48. 


135th  MeIbtino.  Januart  19, 18T& 

Vice-President  Welling  in  the  Chair. 

I  Fifty-seven  members  and  visitors  present 

/:  The  election  of  Mr.  Arnold  Bubgess  Johnson  as  a  member 

i\  of  the  Society  was  announced. 

J' 
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Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGAiU)  exhibited  and  described  an 

**OPVICAL  SALIN0M£T£B/' 

consisting  of  a  prism  to  contain  a  saline  solution,  and  a  telescope 
and  micrometer  for  measuring  changes  in  the  index  of  refraction 
as  the  strength  of  the  solution  is  changed.     He  claimed  for  it 
great  delicacy  and  adaptation  to  use  at  sea,  as  it  would  not  be 
affected  by  the  motion  of  the  vessel. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Dutton  and  Antisell. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Toner  exhibited  a  malformed  dog,  only  a  few  days 
old,  which  Mr.  Woodward  described  as  a  monstrosity  in  excess; 
the  forward  portion  being  single,  while  from  the  waist  down  it 
was  a  pair  of  twins.  The  middle  leg,  however,  comprised  a  right 
and  left  leg  united  under  the  same  integument,  and  he  supposed 
that  the  tail  would  also,  on  dissection,  be  found  double.  He  then 
referred  to  the  case  of  a  Portuguese  man,  well  known  to  the 
medical  profession,  and  to  a  recent  paper  by  Bauber.'*' 

Prof.  James  D.  Butler,  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  made  a  com- 
munication on 

prehistoric  copper, 

exhibiting  a  variety  of  copper  implements  found  in  Wisconsin,  a 
few  feet  below  the  surface,  and  describing  their  uses  and  the 
localities  from  which  they  were  obtained. 

i 
Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  White  and  Oilbert,  chiefly 
on  the  copper  drifts  in  Iowa  and  Missouri,  derived  from  the 
copper  region  of  Lake  Superior;  by  Mr.  Dall  on  the  copper 
implements  made  and  used  at  the  present  time  in  Alaska ;  by 
Mr.  Powell  on  similar  implements  of  stone  made  and  used  by 
other  tribes  in  North  America,  and  by  Mr.  Mason  on  the  many 
mounds  in  the  region  described  by  Mr.  Butler. 

*  Die  Theorio  der  ezoeesiren  Monstra.  Vibobow*8  ArehiVf  Bd.  71* 
1877,  8. 137. 
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136th  MssTiNa.  FsBRUAaT  %  1878. 

Yice-President  TATLOa  m  the  Chair. 

Thirty-eight  members  and  Tisitors  present. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Ja(x>b  Ksndeick  Upton  as  a  member  of 
the  Society  was  announced. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  communicated 

THE  RESULTS  OF  HIS  SEABGH  FOR  SATELLITES  OF  MARS, 

and  the  eventnal  discovery  of  the  two  now  recognized,  and  pro- 
posed for  the  inner  satellite  the  name  of  ^o/3o^  and  for  the  outer 
the  name  of  ^et^of.  He  considered  that  the  great  velocity  of  the 
revolution  of  the  former  around  Mars  constituted  an  objection  to 
the  nebular  hypothesis  as  propounded  by  La  Place. 
{Mr.  HaWs  paper  will  appear  in  the  next  volume  of  the  Observations  of  the 
Washington  Observatory.') 

The  subject  was  discussed  especially  in  its  relations  to  the 
nebular  hypothesis  by  Messrs.  Abbs,  Tatlor,  Doouttle,  Gil- 
bert, and  Newoomb. 

Mr.  Lester  Ward  commenced  a  communication  on 

THE  NATURAL  SYSTEM  OF  PLANTS. 


137th  Meeting.  February  16,  1878. 

Vice-President  Welling  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  Parker,  for  a  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting 
reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted  : — 

The  Philosophical  Society  of  Washington  having  heard  with 
unusual  interest  the  communication  of  Professor  Asaph  Hall, 
U.  S.  N.,  giving  an  account  of  his  discovery  of  two  satellites  of 
Mars,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  important  discovery  by  one  of  its  members 
constitutes  an  event  which  not  only  the  Society  appreciates,  bat 
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which  will  also  be  regarded  with  interest  by  the  present  age,  so 
distingaished  for  its  steady  advance  into  the  realms  of  the  un- 
known. 

While  the  members  of  the  Society  congratulate  Professor  Hall 
open  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  persevering  efforts,  and 
admire  the  modesty  which  characterizes  bis  account  of  them, 
they  feel  proud  to  claim  him  as  one  of  their  number. 

As  every  one  who  makes  an  important  discovery  either  in  the 
arts  or  sciences,  beneficial  to  mankind,  stamps  a  coin  that  will 
transmit  his  name  with  honor  to  future  ages,  so  in  time  to  come 
will  be  perpetuated  the  name  of  the  distinguished  discoverer  of 
"Aft>oj"  and  "  *d3oj". 

Retsolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution,  engrossed  and 
signed  by  the  President  and  Secretaries,  be  presented  to  Professor 
Hall,  with  the  request  that  he  will  permit  his  paper  to  be  pub* 
lished  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Lester  Ward  continued  a  communication  on 

THE  NATURAL  SYSTEM  OF  PLANTS. 

Mr.  Antisell  made  remarks  on  the  proper  basis  of  classifica* 
tion ;  Mr.  White  on  fossil  plants ;  and  Mr.  Gill  on  the  cau- 
tiousness with  which  resemblances  should  be  used,  though  they 
may  be  taken  as  a  guide  in  first  examinations,  giving  instances 
of  strong  resemblances  in  animals  of  different  orders,  and  of  su- 
perficial resemblance  and  different  anatomical  structure. 

Mr.  O.  K.  Gilbert  made  a  communication  on 

THE  RECENT  HISTORY  OF  THE  GREAT  SALT  LAKE, 

giving  the  evidence,  obtained  while  engaged  in  investigating  the 
agricultural  resources  of  Utah,  of  an  increase  in  the  flow  of  the 
streams,  and  rise  and  increased  area  of  the  lake  itself.  There 
were  also  annual  fluctuations  caused  by  the  melting  snows  in 
spring  and  the  heat  in  summer.  He  also  discussed  the  causes  to 
which  the  progressive  rise  has  been  attributed,  viz.,  volcanic 
action,  change  of  climate,  agency  of  man.  He  spoke  also  of 
similar  increase  in  the  streams  and  lakes  of  Colorado. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Hayden  and  Mr.  White. 
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138th  Msetinq.  Maboh  S,  1878. 

Yice-President  Hiloard  in  the  Chair. 
Fiftj-one  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  M.  H.  DooLiTTLE  made  a  communication  on 

THE  NEBULAR  HTPOTHESIS  AND  THE  INNER  MOON  07  MARS. 
{See  page  190.) 

Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  remarked  that  the  suggestion  of  meteoric 
matter  was  worthy  of  consideration ;  yet,  although  a  vera  causa, 
it  was  an  insufficient  one  to  produce  any  sensible  effect  on  the 
motions  of  any  of  the  planets,  except  perhaps  on  Mercury.  He 
also  spoke  of  the  inner  ring  of  Saturn  as  revolving  more  rapidlj 
than  the  planet;  also  as  approaching  the  planet;  and  the  daskj 
ring  as  also  approaching  and  becoming  brighter. 

Mr.  Hall  questioned  this  statement,  and  remarked  that  micro- 
meter measurements  of  these  rings  were  somewhat  unsatisfactory; 
but  his  own  accorded  with  those  of  Herschel.  Drawings  are  not 
trustworthy  for  determining  changes.  He  contended  that  the 
motion  of  the  inner  satelh'te  of  Mars  was  not  in  accordance  with 
La  Place's  nebular  hypothesis.  He  also  remarked  that  the  mo- 
tions of  Encke's  comet  in  some  periods  indicated  a  resisting  me- 
dium ;  in  others  not. 

The  discussion  of  Mr.  Gilbert's  communication  on  the  recent 
history  of  Great  Salt  Lake,  presented  at  the  last  meeting,  was 
resumed  :  Mr.  Alvord  read  a  letter  on  the  increase  of  rain-fall 
in  that  region,  and  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Gur 
BERT,  White,  and  Dutton. 


139th  Meeting.  Maboh  16,  1878. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Dr.  Alexander  Y.  P.  Garnett  as  a  member 
of  the  Society  was  announced. 
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Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  made  a  commanication  on 

THB  LANDS  OF  THE  ABID  BEOIOIf  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

and  expressed  the  belief  that  of  the  whole  area  of  Utah,  2^^  P^r 
cent,  was  arable,  and  23  per  cent,  was  of  ^se  for  the  growth  of 
timber ;  and  of  the  last,  almost  half  was  covered  with  standing 
timber  more  or  less  scattered,  and  the  remaining  portion  had  been 
devastated  by  fires  or  otherwise. 

The  sabject  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Gilbert,  White,  Goxtes, 
and  Ward. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  supplemented  his  remarks  of  the  last  meet- 
ing by  a  further  discussion  of  the  analogy  of  the  Rings  of  Saturn, 
as  to  the  probable  differences  of  the  outer  and  inner  elements, 
with  the  satellites  of  Mars. 

Mr.  Hall  stated  that  he  had  consulted  the  memoirs  of  Her- 
schel  on  the  Rings  of  Saturn,  and  according  to  that  astronomer's 
observations  there  was  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  periods 
of  rotation  of  the  outer  and  inner  portions. 


140th  Meeting.  Maroh  30,  1878. 

Vice-President  Tatlor  in  the  Chair. 

Fifty-six  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Ferdinand  Kampff,  a  member  of  the  Society, 
was  announced. 

Mr.  Elisha  Foots  read  a  paper  on 

THE  CAUSES  OF  ELECTRICAL  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  THUNDER  STORBIS, 

in  which  he  attributed  the  electrical  phenomena  to  the  condensa- 
tion of  vapor,  and  in  support  of  his  views,  detailed  experiments 
which  he  had  made. 
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The  paper  was  discnsaed  by  Messrs.  Abbk,  Astisbll,  E.  B. 
Elliott,  F.  W.  CLABit,  and  W.  B.  Taylob. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Whitb  made  a  communication  on 

ASTMMBTET  In'tHB  FOEM  OF  THE  HUMAN  CBAHIOM, 

and  exhibited  in  Ulustration  the  imprints  of  a  hatter's  craniometer 

made  from  200  heads.  -     .       k- 

The  subject  was  discussed  firom  different  pomts  of  view  by 
Messrs.  Powell,  Gilbbbt,  Woodwabd,  Gill,  Otis,  E.  JJ. 
Elliott,  and  Hall. 

Mr.  M.  H.  DooLiTTLB  made  a  communication,  BupplemenUry 
to  that  of  the  meeting  of  March  2,  on 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  AEROLITES  ON  PLANETAEY  MOTION, 

and  stated  that  Prof.  Winchell  independently  and  slightly  previ- 
ously to  himself  had  arrived  at  the  similar  conclusion  in  part 
{Abstract  given  below.) 

Prof.  J.  Lawrence  Smith,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  by  invitation, 
spoke  on  the  subject,  and  expressed  his  dissent  from  the  view 
that  aerolites,  strictly  so  called,  could  have  exercised  any  appre- 
ciable influence  on  the  mass  of  the  earth. 


1418T  Meeting.  ^^^  1^'  ^^'^• 

Vice-President  Welling  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty-three  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  M.  H.  DooLiTTLB  continued  his  communication  on 

AEROLITHIO  DISTURBANCE  OF  PLANETARY  MOTIONS. 

(Abbtbact  of  commanioatlonB  on  March  2,  30,  and  April  13.) 
The  term  "aerolite"  is  eraploved  to  denote  not  only  meteoric 
Stones,  but  also  shooting  stars, '"cosmical  dust,"  and  whatever 
matter  is  gathered  by  the  sun  and  planets  from  interplaneUry 
and  interstellar  space. 
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The  periodic  time  of  a  planet  is  given  by  the  formalar— 

PeHodic  time'  =      ^^^^  di^tana^  x  constani 
mass  of  sun  '\'  mass  of  planet, 

Bj  aerolitbic  increase  of  the  mass  of  the  sun,  and  consequent 
tngmentation  of  centripelal  force,  the  planet  is  drawn  inward, 
and  its  mean  distance  diminished.  The  periodic  time  is  there* 
fore  diminished,  both  bj  decreasing  the  numerator  and  increasing 
the  denominator  of  the  above  fraction. 

Aerolithic  increase  of  the  mass  of  a  planet  has  a  similar  effect; 
and  the  mean  distance  is  generally  still  further  diminished  by 
resistance  to  the  motion  of  the  planet.  It  has  been  ascertained 
bj  observation  that  the  earth  meets  more  aerolites  than  overtake 
it;  and  it  may  reasonably  be  assumed  that  the  absolute  motions 
of  all  the  aerolites  encountered  by  a  planet  nearly  neutralize  each 
other,  and  that  the  resultant  effect  on  the  motion  of  the  planet  is 
Dearly  the  same  as  if  the  entire  addition  to  its  mass  had  previ- 
ously been  absolutely  at  rest.  In  a  similar  manner  these  addi- 
tions to  the  mass  of  the  sun  diminish  the  velocity  of  its  revolu- 
tion around  its  own  axis. 

Similar  reasoning  is  evidently  applicable  to  the  case  of  planet 
and  satellite.  In  all  these  ways  the  relative  velocity  of  a  satellite 
in  its  revolution  around  its  primary  is  increased  as  compared  with 
the  velocity  of  the  axial  revolution  of  the  latter. 

From  Dr.  von  Asten's  computations,  it  appears  that  Encke's 
comet  encoanters  an  irregular  resistance,  sometimes  returning  to 
perihelion  as  if  it  had  encountered  no  resistance  whatever.  The 
uniform  resistance  of  the  luminiferous  ether  or  of  a  cosmical  atmo- 
sphere seems  therefore  to  be  utterly  inappreciable ;  and  it  may 
Ims  inferred  that  if  there  is  any  such  resistance,  it  is  of  small  im- 
portance as  compared  with  aerolithic  disturbance. 

If  the  inner  moon  of  Mars  was  formed  from  that  planet,  in 
accordance  with  Laplace's  nebular  hypothesis,  and  has  since  been 
Irooght  to  its  present  position  solely  or  principally  by  aerolithic 
action,  it  is  evident  that  a  very  large  addition  has  been  made  in 
that  manner  to  its  original  mass.  It  is  suggested  that  the  eccen- 
tridty  of  the  planetary  orbits,  and  the  want  of  coincidence  between 
the  planes  of  the  orbits  and  equators  of  the  planets  and  the  plane 
of  the  solar  equator,  is  perhaps  better  explained  by  the  action  of 
aerolites  than  by  differences  of  temperature  and  density,  as  sup- 
posed by  Laplace.  These  considerations  also  indicate  immense 
additions  to  the  original  planetary  masses. 

It  is  certain  that  unmodified  meteoric  stones  form  but  a  very 
wnall  part  of  the  accessible  matter  of  the  earth ;  and  it  may  thence 
he  inferred  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  aerolithic  acquisi- 
tion was  made  during  an  immensely  long  cosmological  period 
hefore  the  earth  solidified  into  a  record -keeping  condition.  But 
it  is  hardly  safe  to  assume  that  the  chemical  constitution  of  the 
meteoric  stones  resembles  that  of  shooting  stars  in  general ;  and 
23 
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the  meteoric  stones  may  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  entire 
aggregate  of  the  earth's  aerolithic  acquisitions.  There  is  also 
much  reason  to  believe  that  aerolithic  action  was  vastly  more 
efficient  in  the  remote  past  than  at  present.  The  qnantitjof 
aerolithic  matter  capable  of  furnishing  such  acquisitions  most 
have  been  perpetually  diminishing,  unless  it  is  infinite ;  and  if  it 
is  scattered  through  infinite  space,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  number'and  quantity  of  the  stars  is  also  infinite.  Unless  this 
infinity  is  of  a  lower  order  than  that  which  represents  the  quan- 
tity of  aerolithic  matter,  the  latter  must  have  been  perpetually  in 
process  of  exhaustion. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Harrness  on  the  similarity  of  the 
spectra  of  comets  and  heated  meteoric  stones ;  by  Mr.  Powell 
on  the  want  of  any  geological  indications  of  meteoric  accumu- 
lations ;  by  Mr.  Hall  on  the  marked  eccentricity  of  the  orbit 
of  the  inner  satellite  of  Mars,  while  the  orbit  of  the  outer  satel- 
lite is  nearly  circular ;  and  by  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr.  Alyobd. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication  on  a  proposed  in- 
strument which  he  called 

THE  TELEPHOTE, 

in  which,  alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  public  mind  at  the  present 
time  was  much  exercised  on  the  subject  of  the  telephone,  an 
instrument  for  the  transmission  of  sound  to  a  distance,  he  sug- 
gested that  by  the  passage  of  intermittent  electrical  currents 
through  rarefied  vapor  by  means  of  the  apparatus  known  as  the 
Oassiot  or  Geissler  tubes,  the  vibrations  of  the  plate  may  be 
made  visible,  and  thus  might  be  applied  with  advantage  for  the 
benefit  of  deaf  mutes,  conveying  an  intelligent  impression  of 
music,  and  perhaps  speech,  to  the  eye. 

Mr.  Thomas  Antisell  made  a  communication  on 

TEMPERATURES  OF  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN, 

exhibiting  charts  by  which  were  represented  for  particular  por- 
tions of  each  year  the  temperature  of  the  water  as  noted  during 
fifty  trips  of  one  of  the  Pacific  mail  steamers  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Yokohama.  On  the  Asiatic  side  the  minimum  temper- 
ature was  60°  in  March ;  the  maximum  84°  in  July.  On  the 
American  side  the  minimum  and  maximum  in  the  same  months 
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were  63^  and  73®  respectively ;  a  temperature  1^  to  14®  lower 
than  on  the  Asiatic  side. 

He  also  pointed  out  the  courses  of  the  Equatorial  and  Asiatic 
currents  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  indications  of  a  current  of 
<;ooler  water  flowing  southward  along  the  western  coast  of  North 
America. 

Mr.  Dall  made  remarks  on  currents  and  temperatures  in  the 
Sea  of  Oskotch  and  Behring's  Bay  and  Straits,  calling  attention 
to  the  shoalness  of  the  latter. 


142d  Meeting.  April  27, 1878. 

Vice-President  Tatlob  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  Edqab  Fbisbt  made  a  communication  on 

SEBIES. 

Remarks  on  the  subject  were  made  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  addressed  the  Society  on 

THE  results  op  BEOENT  INVESTIGATIONS  INTO  THE  NATUBAL 
HISTOBY  OF  THE  GHITONIDiE, 

made  independently  by  Dr.  H.  von  Jhering  of  Erlangen  and  him- 
self. He  summed  up  the  results  of  each  investigator  as  follows : — 
Dr.  Yon  Jhering  finds  the  sexes  of  all  species  examined  bj  him 
separate ;  the  eggs  are  Impregnated  within  the  body  of  the  parent ; 
in  the  species  he  examined  the  eggs  in  the  ovary  are  inclosed  in 
a  sort  of  follicle  which  in  Chiton  squemosus  secretes  a  membrane 
like  a  chorion  which  is  provided  with  radiating  thornlike  pro- 
cesses. He  detects  the  presence  of  a  dendritic  renal  organ  in 
the  perivisceral  cavity,  which  is  lined  with  a  ciliated  membrane 
and  opens  by  a  duct  in  the  median  line  below  the  anus ;  the  mus- 
cular fibres  are  bunches  of  fibrille  invested  by  a  follicular  sarco- 
lemma,  and  those  of  the  pharynx,  in  his  opinion,  are  not  striated 
in  the  sense  in  which  those  of  vertebrates  are  said  to  be  striated. 
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Mr.  Dall  found  the  sexes  always  separated  in  all  the  species 
examined  (belonging  to  thirty  or  forty  generic  or  sabgenerlc 
groups),  including  Chiton  Fallasii,  which  Middendorf  had  sup- 
posed to  be  hermaphrodite.  The  egg  is  impregnated  in  the  ovi- 
sac, or  oviduct,  or  both,  in  several  species ;  whether  in  all  or  not 
further  material  was  needed  to  determine ;  in  none  of  the  species 
examined  was  a  chorion  discovered;  nevertheless  it  may  exist  in 
some  and  not  in  others.  Mr.  Dall  detected  the  renal  organ  in 
many  species,  but  it  was  very  small,  or  even  perhaps  abortive  in 
some  species ;  he  did  not  discover  the  excretory  external  opening,^ 
but  had  not  sought  especially  for  it  An  oviduct  (or  pair  of  ovi- 
ducts) exists  demonstrably  in  some  species,  having  a  small  plain 
opening  on  each  side  of  the  tail  of  the  animal ;  in  others  no  ovi- 
duct could  be  discovered,  and  the  small  opening  was  replaced  by 
a  larger  fenestrated  opening,  apparently  giving  free  access  to  the 
water  into  the  perivisceral  cavity.  From  these  openings  the  eggs 
had  been  seen  to  be  ejected  by  Dr.  Carpenter  and  Prof.  Verrall, 
and  before  ejection  had  developed  to  such  an  extent  that  the  em- 
bryonic eyes  were  plainly  visible.  (See  Bulletin  Essex  Inst.  1873.) 

Mr.  Dall  saw  nothing  of  striated  muscular  fibre  among  the 
Chitonidse  dissected.  In  none  of  them  was  a  chitinous  jaw  found, 
such  as  is  universal  among  limpets.  The  dentition,  while  differing 
in  detail  in  different  species,  was  of  similar  type  in  all  examined, 
and  probably  in  all  chitons.  A  laminated  crop  exists  in  most 
species.  One  peculiarity  is  notable  throughout  the  group.  The 
tendency  is  to  degradation  of  cephalic  characters.  In  embryo 
chitons  the  eyes  are  well  developed  and  the  cephalic  portion 
largely  developed.  In  adult  individuals  not  only  are  there  no 
eyes,  but  the  tentacles  common  to  most  gasteropods  are  absent, 
the  nerves  which  are  wont  to  supply  these  organs  with  sensibility 
are  also  wanting ;  there  is  no  jaw,  the  important  centres  of  cir- 
culation, respiration,  and  reproduction  are  all  posteriorly  situated. 
As  between  different  genera  of  chitons,  those  which  have  the 
rows  of  branchial  tufts  shorter  than  in  other  genera  have  the 
deficiency  in  the  cephalic  end  of  the  row ;  in  Chilonellus,  per- 
haps the  highest  form  of  Ghitonidm,  the  branchiae  are  few,  largo, 
and  collected  in  a  very  short  bunched-up  row  close  to  and  on  each 
side  of  the  anus. 

The  chitons  go  back  to  Silurian  times  and  (excluding  the  cer- 
ripod  valves,  fish-scales,  etc.,  which  have  been  described  by  Eo- 
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ropean  palaeontologists  as  valves  of  chitons),  all  Paleozoic  chitons 
belong  to  the  group  witbont  laminae  of  insertion  to  the  valves, 
which  are  typified  bj  the  existing  LeptochitoiiB  of  Carpenter, 
which  are  confined  to  arctic  and  temperate  seas  so  far  as  known. 

Mr.  Q.  E.  Gilbert  made  a  communication  entitled 

THE  WASATCH  A  GROWING  MOUNTAIN. 

(abitbaot.) 

In  a  general  way  the  structure  of  the  Wasatch  range  is  easily 
described,  for  although  it  is  complex  in  detail  there  is  one  feature 
which  prevails  through  its  entire  lengtii,  and  is  always  the  impor- 
tant feature.  Everywhere  it  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  a  pro- 
foQod  fault,  and  the  rocks  constituting  it  have  a  general  dip  to 
the  east.  The  rocks  eastward  of  the  fault  plane  have  been  uplifted 
at  several  epochs,  and  have  been  continuously  subjected  to  erosion, 
80  that  their  remnant,  which  forms  the  mountain,  exhibits  but  a 
small  fraction  of  the  entire  uplifted  mass.  Their  revealed  section 
includes,  according  to  Mr.  King,  ten  miles  in  thickness  of  con- 
forming strata.  The  rocks  westward  of  the  fault  plane  are  not 
in  sight,  being  buried  at  an  unknown  depth  beneath  the  debris 
worn  from  the  eastward  mass.  The  maximum  displacement  or 
throw  of  the  fault  is  therefore  more  than  ten  miles. 

Along  the  plane  of  this  great  fault  there  have  been  recent 
movements,  and  the  bluffs  or  escarpments  to  which  they  have 
given  rise  bear  such  relation  to  the  water-marks  produced  by 
\  Lake  Bonneville  (probably  a  feature  of  the  Glacial  Epoch),  that 
their  date  is  established  as  post-glacial,  or  at  least  post-Bonne- 
ville.  The  movements  were  not  coincident,  but  were  clearly 
separated  by  intervals  of  time,  and  the  latest  one  was  so  recent 
that  the  escarpment  it  produced  has  not  yet  been  thrown  down 
by  frost,  but  stands  a  grassless  cliff  of  earth. 

The  total  post-Bonneville  erosion  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
destroy  or  even  greatly  impair  the  Bonneville  terraces.  Though 
chiefly  composed  of  gravel  and  earth,  they  have  not  been  degraded 
more  than  one  or  two  feet  at  the  utmost,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  rocky  summits  of  the  range  itself,  exposed  to  fiercer 
storms  but  opposing  them  with  harder  material,  have  been  de- 
graded on  an  average  not  more  than  five  feet.  The  total  post- 
Bonneville  displacement,  examined  for  a  distance  of  125  miles, 
averages  about  fifty  feet.  The  range  has  therefore  been  lifted, 
with  reference  to  the  adjacent  valley,  an  amount  ten  times  as 
great  as  the  altitude  lost  by  erosion ;  and  this  has  taken  place  in 
the  latest  epoch  of  geological  time — an  epoch  continuous  with 
the  historic.  We  may  fairly  say  that  at  the  present  time  the 
causes  to  which  the  mountain  is  due  not  merely  continue,  but  are 
more  potent  than  the  causes  which  tend  to  obliterate  it.  It  is  a 
growing  mountain. 
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Mr.  Antissll  suggested  that  instead  of  a  rise  of  the  rnoontaiD 
there  was  a  less  degree  of  sabsidence  on  the  one  side  than  on 
the  other. 


Special  Meeting.  Mat  14,  1878. 

Vice-President  Hilgabd  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-five  members  present 

The  meeting  had  been  called  by  Vice-President  Hilgard,  who 
with  preliminary  remarks  announced  that  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  action  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Professor  Joseph 
Henby,  President  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  of  the  meeting  read  a  communication  from  Chief 
Justice  M.  R.  Waite,  Chancellor  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
announcing  the  death  of  Professor  Joseph  Henry,  the  Secretary 
and  Director  of  the  Institution,  in  this  city  on  Monday,  May 
13th,  at  12.10  P.  M.,  and  inviting  the  Philosophical  Society  of 
Washington  to  attend  his  funeral  on  Thursday  at  half-past  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor,  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  W.  B.  Taylor,  Welling,  and  Gill,  was  appointed  to 
prepare  appropriate  resolutions. 

Remarks  on  the  character  and  labors  of  the  deceased  were 
made  by  Messrs.  HiiiGARD,  Johnson,  Toner,  Alvord,  Abbe, 
Mason,  Oallaudet,  and  George  Taylor. 

The  Committee  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Professor  Joseph  Henry  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Washington  is  called  to  deplore  the  loss 
of  its  venerable  and  beloved  president,  who  from  its  first  institu- 
tion, and  subsequently  from  year  to  year,  has  been  unanimously 
ehosen  to  the  position  he  filled  among  us,  in  deference  not  only 
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to  the  exalted  fame  which  made  him  the  chief  ornament  of  our 
association,  but  in  grateful  tribute  as  well  to  the  varied  philo- 
sophical learning,  the  calm,  even-balanced  judgment,  and  the 
serene  wisdom  which  so  admirably  qualified  him  to  be  the  mode- 
rator of  opinions  in  a  body  composed  of  zealous  and  independent 
workers  in  nearly  every  department  of  scientific  research. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  are  called  to  sit  in  the  shadow  of  a 
great  bereavement,  which  naturally  cants  its  deepest  gloom  on 
those  who,  like  ourselves,  were  daily  admitted  to  the  privilege 
of  his  personal  friendship  and  to  the  precious  opportunities 
afforded  by  his  sagacious  and  logical  suggestions  and  wide  eru- 
dition, as  well  as  by  his  ready  co-operation  in  every  enterprise 
which  had  for  its  object  the  extension  of  knowledge  or  the  pro- 
motion of  human  welfare,  we  at  fhe  same  time  feel  that  we  should 
be  culpably  insensible  to  the  surviving  radiance  of  the  bright 
example  he  has  set  us  if,  even  here,  in  the  presence  of  his  un- 
filled grave,  we  did  not  testify  and  record  our  solemn  thanks- 
giving for  the  length  of  days  accorded  to  our  revered  friend  and 
illustrious  exemplar,  permitted  as  he  was  to  extend  his  useful 
life  beyond  the  period  usually  allotted  to  man,  and  not  only  fill- 
ing that  life  with  abundant  labors,  which  have  reflected  the 
highest  honor  on  science,  but  also  adorning  it  with  the  moral 
virtues  and  Christian  graces  which  made  him  as  lovely  for  the 
beauty  and  simplicity  of  his  nature  as  he  was  remarkable  for 
the  strength  and  dignity  of  his  high  and  noble  character. 

Resolved,  That  when  we  transfer  our  thoughts  from  the  pre- 
cincts of  this  Society,  within  which  he  has  shed  so  long  and  so 
graciously  the  mild  light  of  his  high  and  varied  intelligence,  to 
that  wider  arena  in  which  he  moved  as  minister  and  interpreter 
of  nature,  plucking  out  the  heart  of  her  hidden  mysteries ;  as 
teacher  of  ingenuous  youth,  quickening  in  their  minds  an  ardent 
love  of  knowledge;  as  apostle  of  science,  deeply  imbued  with 
reverence  for  his  holy  calling;  as  unselfish  worker  for  the 
Government,  serving  it  even  unto  death  in  so  many  fields  of  use- 
ful and  unrewarded  activity ;  and,  above  all,  when  we  refer  to 
his  long  and  beneficent  career  as  Director  of  the  great  institution 
to  which  Smithson  gave  his  name,  but  to  which  Henry  has 
given  the  distinctive  direction  and  specific  character  which  com- 
pose the  chief  element  of  its  glory  in  the  past  and  constitute  the 
highest  pledge  of  its  usefulness  in  the  future,  we  are  filled  with 
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admiration,  not  only  for  the  variety  and  depth  of  his  lore,  and 
for  the  amplitude  of  the  intellectual  sympathies  which  enabled 
our  honored  head  to  take  ''all  knowledge  for  his  province,"  but 
also  for  the  rare  executive  talent  which,  in  the  sphere  of  adminis- 
tration, fitted  him  successfully  to  touch  the  springs  of  original 
inquiry  at  almost  every  point  in  the  wide  domains  of  modem 
science. 

Resolved,  That,  as  we  survey  the  long  and  splendid  career  of 
the  great  philosopher  who  has  just  fallen  at  his  post  of  duty  on 
the  high  places  of  the  land,  and  to  whose  finished  life  the  seal  of 
death  has  now  been  set,  amid  the  universal  regrets  of  his 
countrymen,  shared  by  the  civilized  world  wherever  science  has 
a  votary,  we  shall  best  prove  our  love  and  veneration  for  his 
memory,  not  by  indulging  in  fruitless  repinings,  but  by  borrow- 
ing inspiration  and  incentive  from  the  sublime  example  left  us  in 
the  puritj  of  his  life,  and  in  the  beneficence  of  the  works  which 
still  follow  him,  though  he  has  rested  from  his  labors. 

Besolved,  That,  cherishing  for  his  memory  a  profound  admira- 
tion and  affection,  we  proffer  to  bis  bereaved  family  our  sincerest 
sympathy  and  condolence,  and  that  we  will  attend  his  funeral  as 
co-mourners  in  a  body. 

It  was  further 

Besolvedf  That  the  Secretaries  transmit  copies  of  these  reso- 
lutions to  the  family  of  Professor  Henby,  and  to  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


144th  Meettng.  Mat  25,  1878. 

Vice-President  Wellino  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-five  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Walter  Hayden  Graves  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Badger  Martin  as  members  of  the  Society  was  announced. 

Mr.  Alvord  read  a  paper  on 

''THE  intersection  OF  CIRCLES  AND  THE  INTER8B0T10N 
OF  SPHERES." 
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Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Bakeb,  Tatlob,  and  Habk- 

NESS. 

Mr.  NswooMB  made  preliminary  remarks  on 

THE  REGENT  TRANSIT  OF  MEROURT, 

describing  the  optical  and  physical  phenomena  as  noticed  by  him« 
self  and  others.  He  observed  the  transit  with  a  three-inch  tele- 
scope, and  saw  a  decided  black  drop ;  also  a  small  white  spot  on 
the  disk  of  Mercury.  He  stated  that  this  transit  afforded  con- 
firmation of  Le  Terrier's  conclusion  respecting  the  increased 
motion  of  Mercury's  perihelion. 

Mr.  Harrness  made  remarks  on  the  physical  phenomena, 
stating  that  he  had  never  seen  the  black  drop,  though  others 
have  noticed  it. 

Mr.  Hall  spoke  of  the  results  of  observations  at  the  Washing- 
ton Observatory,  and  added  that  observations  had  been  made  at 
nearly  sixty  stations ;  but  the  first  contact  was  generally  lost. 
Photographs  were  taken  at  Cambridge,  Washington,  Ann  Arbor, 
and  by  a  party  of  French  astronomers  at  Ogden. 


145th  Meeting.  June  8,  1878. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  made  a  communication  on 

THE  EVOLUTION  OP  LANOUAQB. 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Welling,  Tatlob^ 
Ward,  Farquhar,  and  Gill. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  presented  the  following  communication  on 
musical  intervals. 
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(abbtbaot.) 

In  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  musical  intenrals  front 
a  nnroerical  standpoint,  it  is  not  unfrequentij  more  convenient  to 
compare  the  logarithms  of  the  ratios  than  the  ratios  themsehes, 
and  the  simplest  form  for  the  logarithmic  series  to  be  employed 
is  the  number  2.  Octaves,  it  is  well  known,  progress  by  integral 
powers  of  2.  Intermediate  tones  progress  hj  fractional  powers 
of  2. 

In  the  modern  major  scale  the  seven  hitervals  which  comprise 
the  octave,  or  by  which,  proceeding  from  a  fundamental  the  oc- 
tave is  reached,  consist  of  but  three  different  intervals,  known 
respectively  as  the  major  interval,  minor  interval,  and  semi- 
interval — the  entire  octave  comprising  three  of  the  major,  two 
of  the  minor,  and  two  of  the  semi-intervals,  so  called. 

In  the  major  interval  there  are  eight  vibrations  of  the  lower 
in  the  time  of  nine  vibrations  of  the  upper  of  the  two  tones 
which  limit  the  interval.  In  the  minor  interval  there  are  nine 
vibrations  of  the  lower  to  ten  of  the  upper,  of  the  two  tonea 
which  limit  the  interval.  In  the  semi-interval,  so  called,  there 
are  fifteen  vibrations  of  the  lower  to  sixteen  of  the  upper  of  the 
two  tones  which  limit  the  interval.  Thus  making  three  distinct 
ratios  of  progress,  to  wit,  {,  V,  \%.  The  ratio  |  is  equivalent 
to  2,  raised  to  the  power  0.170.  The  ratio  V  is  equal  to  2, 
raised  to  the  power  0.152.  The  ratio  |f  is  equal  to  2,  raised  to 
the  power  of  0.093. 

The  advantage  of  employing  the  logarithms  In  place  of  the 
ratios  themselves  in  making  comparisons  is,  that  the  operation 
of  comparison  is  thereby  conducted  by  additions  and  subtractions 
instead  of  by  multiplicaiions  and  divisions,  the  former  processes 
being  obviously  the  simpler. 

The  advantage  of  employing  the  number  2  as  the  hose  of  the 
system  of  logarithms,  is  the  well-known  fact  that  octaves  progress 
by  integral  powers  of  2,  hence  it  is  convenient  to  have  Uie  inter- 
mediate notes  progress  by  fractional  powers  of  two. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  semi-intervals,  so  called,  are  in 
fact  greater  than  the  half  of  either  the  major  or  the  minor  inter- 
vals. The  sum  of  the  logarithms — base  2 — of  the  three  major 
intervals,  the  two  minor  intervals,  and  the  two  semi-intervals 
(comprising  the  octave),  is  necessarily  unUy: 

3  X  .170  =  0.510 
2  X  .152  =  0.304 
2  X. 093  =  0.186 


1.000 
Mr.  A.  SoHOTT  presented  an  exposition  on 

A  NEW  EYE-PIEOB  FOR  OBSEaVINQ  PERSONAL  EQUATIONS^ 
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Qd  exhibited  the  instrament,  made  by  an  employ^  of  the  U.  S. 
least  Survey. 


46th  Meetinq.  June  22,  187a 

Yice-President  Welunq  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-five  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  commnnication  on 

N  ADJUSTMENT   OF  THE  CARLISLE   TABLES  OF  BEVEBSIONS  AND 
ANNUITIES, 

^doping  the  irregularities  by  means  of  equations  such  that  the 
rst  and  second  orders  of  differences  showed  no  manifest  irreg- 
larity. 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Mr.  Woodwabd  and  others. 

Mr.  B.  Alyobd  made  a  communication  on 

NSW  POINTS   BESPECTINQ   THE   INTEESECTIONS   OF   GIBCLES  AND 
THE   INTERSEOTIONS   OF   SPHEBES, 

elating  especially  to  the  number  of  solutions  when  the  question 
J,  "To  draw  a  circle  which  shall  cut  each  of  four  given  circles 
tthe  same  angle,  said  angle  being  unknown  ;"  also,  ''To  draw 
^sphere  which  shall  cut  each  of  four  given  spheres  at  the  same 
Jigle,  said  angle  being  unknown,"  and  the  number  of  solutions. 

Mr.  Habrness  made  a  communication  on 

THE  YELOOITT  OF  LIGHT  AND  DETEBMINATION  OF  THE  80LAB 
PABALLAX. 


147th  Meeting.  Octobeb  12,  1818. 

Vice-President  Taylob  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-six  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Chablbs  Valentine  Riley,  Entomolo- 
gist of  the  Agricultural  Department,  as  a  member  of  the  Society, 
'^w  announced. 
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Mr.  S.  Newoomb  read  a  communicatioB  on 

OBSERVATIONS  OF  THB   TOTAL  SOLAR  E0LIP8E,  JULT  29,    1878, 

remarking  on  the  favorable  circumstances  for  obseryations  in  the 
mountain  regions  of  Nevada,  the  extraordinary  extension  of  the 
corona  and  its  distribution,  and  the  supposed  discovery  by  Prof. 
Watson  of  two  inter-mercurial  planets.  Another  total  eclipse  \b 
necessary  to  verify  this  discovery. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Frisbt  and  Abbe  respecting 
their  own  observations  of  this  eclipse,  and  by  Messrs.  h  B. 
Elliott,  Coffin,  Pabquhar,  and  Woodward,  and  by  Mr.  Favl, 
who  gave  a  short  description  of  his  method  of  obtaining  on  a 
plate  of  very  finely  ground  glass  in  the  focus  of  a  telescope,  a 
tracing  of  the  image  of  the  solar  corona,  showing  in  its  outline 
quite  a  close  correspondence  to  the  photographs  of  long  expo- 
sure chained  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Abbe  presented  a  letter  from  Mr.  Westminister  S.  Ab- 
bey, of  New  York,  inquiring  about 

A  fish  found  on  the  FLORIDA  COAST. 

Mr.  OiLL  stated  that  the  scale  and  the  description  showed  it 
to  be  the  megalops  atlanticuH  or  tarpa  described  by  Cuvier,  BU* 
toire  Naturelle  des  Poissons,  and  by  Agassiz  in  1857. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication  on 

MERIDIONAL  TIME  FOR  RAILWAY  AND  TELEGRAPHIC  PURPOSES, 

proposing  the  adoption  of  meridians  differing  one  hour  in  longi- 
tude. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Coffin,  questioning  the  conve- 
nience of  the  system  for  railways  and  for  telegraphic  purposes. 
The  allowance  for  difference  in  time  is  easily  made.  For  rail- 
ways the  meridian  of  some  prominent  place  may,  and  has  been, 
used  for  extensive  sections  of  country. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Gill  made  a  communication  on 

THE  family  of  OERATIID& 
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18th  Mbbting.  October  26,  1878. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Fiftj  members  and  visitors  present. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Welling  read  the  following  address  on  the 

LIFE  AND   CHARACTER  OF   JOSEPH   HENRT, 

id  Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  gave  an  historical  account  of 

HIS   SCIENTIFIC   LABORS. 

LIFE  AND  CHARACTER  OF  JOSEPH  HENRY, 
Joseph  Henry  was  bom  in  Albany,  N.  Y..  on  the  17th  of 
ecember,  1799.  His  grandparents  on  both  his  father's  and 
other's  side  emigrated  from  Scotland,  and  landed  in  this  country 
1  the  16th  of  Jane,  1775,  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
ill.  At  the  age  of  seven  or  earlier,  for  what  reason  is  unknown, 
i  went  to  live  with  his  maternal  grandmother,  who  resided  at 
alway,  in  the  county  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  aud  his  father  having 
led  soon  afterwards,  he  continued  to  dwell  for  years  under  her 
»of.  At  Qalway  be  attended  the  district  school,  of  which  one 
^rael  Phelps  was  the  master,  and  having  there  learned  how  ''to 
rite  and  cipher,  too,"  he  was  placed  at  the  early  age  of  ten  in 
store  kept  in  the  village  by  a  Mr.  Broderick.  Receiving  from 
is  employer  every  token  of  kindness,,  and,  indeed,  of  paternal 
iterest  in  his  welfare,  the  boy-clerk,  already  remarkable  for  his 
andsome  visage,  his  slender  figure,  his  delicate  complexion,  and 
is  Tivacious  temper,  became  a  great  favorite  with  his  comrades, 
rbo,  according  to  the  customs  of  the  village  store,  were  wont  to 
aanter  about  the  door  in  summer,  and  to  gather  round  the  stove 
^  winter  for  the  interchange  of  such  trivial  gossip  as  pertains  to 
illage  life.  Though  released  at  this  time  for  the  half  of  each 
'ay  from  the  duty  of  waiting  in  the  store,  that  he  might  attend 
he  sessions  of  the  common  school  in  the  afternoon,  it  does  not 
ppear  that  he  had  as  yet  evinced  any  taste  for  books,  notwith- 
tanding  the  fact,  as  he  afterwards  recalled,  that  his  yonng  brain 
'as  even  then  troubled  at  times  with  the  "  malady  of  thought," 
^8  he  lost  himself  in  the  mazes  of  revery  or  speculation  about 
^od  and  creation — ''those  obstinate  questionings  of  sense  and 
^atward  things,"  which  the  philosophical  poet  of  England  has 
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described  as  the  natural  misgivings  of  a  "  creature  moving  about 
in  worlds  not  realized."  "Delight  and  liberty,"  as  was  natanl 
to  a  bright  boy  in  the  full  flush  of  bis  animal  spirits,  still  remained 
the  simple  creed  of  his  childhood,  until  one  day  his  pet  rabbit 
escaped  from  its  warren,  and  ran  into  an  opening  in  the  founda- 
tion of  the  village  church.  Finding  the  hole  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  of  pushing  his  person  through  it,  he  followed  on  all  fours 
in  eager  pursuit  of  the  fugitive,  when  his  eyes  were  attracted  in 
a  certain  direction  by  a  glimmer  of  light,  and  groping  his  waj 
towards  it,  beneath  the  church,  he  discovered  that  it  proceeded 
from  a  crevice  which  led  into  the  vestibule  of  the  building,  and 
which  opened  immediately  behind  a  bookcase  that  had  been 
placed  in  the  vestibule,  as  the  depository  of  the  village  library. 
Working  his  way  to  the  front  of  the  bookcase,  he  foucd  himself 
in  the  presence  of  all  the  literature  stored  on  its  shelves,  and  on 
his  taking  down  the  first  book  which  struck  his  eye,  it  proved  to 
be  Brooke's  Fool  of  Quality,  a  work  of  fiction  in  which  views  of 
practical  life  and  traits  of  mystical  piety  are  artfully  blended,  in- 
somuch that  even  John  Wesley  was  inclined  to  except  it  from  the 
auto-dorfi,  which,  after  the  manner  of  the  curate  and  barber  in 
the  story  of  Don  Quixote,  he  would  have  gladly  performed  upon 
the  less  edifying  products  of  the  novel-wribing  imagination. 
Poring  over  tbe  pages  of  this  fascinating  volume,  young  Hen^ 
forgot  the  rabbit  in  quest  of  which  he  had  crept  beneath  tbe 
church.  It  was  the  first  book  he  had  ever  read  with  zest,  be- 
cause it  was  the  first  book  he  had  ever  read  at  the  impulse  of  his 
"own  sweet  will."  Mrs.  Browning  has  told  us  that  we  get  no 
good  from  a  book  by  being  ungenerous  with  it,  by  calculating 
profits — ''bo  much  help  by  so  much  reading." 

"  It  18  rather  when 

We  glorionslj  forget  ourselves,  and  planpe 
Soal-forward,  hpad-long,  into  a  book's  profonnd, 
ImpassioDed  for  its  beauty  and  salt  of  truth — 
*  Tis  then  we  get  the  right  good  from  a  book." 

Snch  was  the  "soul-forward,  head-long  plunge"  which  the 
boyish  Henry  now  first  took  in  the  waters  of  romance,  rendered 
only  the  sweeter  to  him,  it  may  be,  because,  without  affront  to 
innocence,  they  took  the  flavor  of  "  stolen  waters"  from  the  stealth 
with  which  they  were  imbibed.  From  that  time  forth  he  made 
frequent  visits  to  this  library,  by  the  same  tortuous  and  unde^ 
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ground  passage,  reading  by  preference  only  works  of  fiction,  the 
contents  of  which  he  retailed  to  listening  comrades  around  the 
stove  bj  night,  until,  in  the  end,  his  patron,  who  shared  in  his 
taste  for  such  "  light  reading,"  procured  for  him  the  right  of  access 
to  the  library  in  the  regular  way,  and  no  longer  by  the  narrow 
fissure  in  the  rear  of  the  bookcase. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  the  store  of  Mr.  Broderick  in  Gal- 
way,  and,  returning  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  entered  a  watch- 
maker's establishment  in  Albany,  but  finding  nothing  congenial 
to  his  taste  in  the  new  pursuit,  he  soon  abandoned  it.  At  this 
time  he  had  formed  a  strong  predilection  for  the  stage.  Two  or 
three  years  before,  while  living  at  Galway,  he  had  seen  a  play 
for  the  first  time,  on  the  occasion  of  a  casual  visit  to  Albany,  and 
the  impression  it  made  upon  his  mind  was  as  vivid  as  that  left  by 
the  perusal  of  his  first  novel.  He  described  and  re-enacted  its 
scenes  for  the  wonderment  of  the  Galway  youth,  and  now  that 
he  was  living  in  Albany,  he  could  give  full  vent  to  his  new  incli- 
nation. His  spare  money  was  all  spent  in  theatrical  amusements, 
until  at  length  he  won  his  way  behind  the  scenes,  and  procured 
admission  to  the  green  room,  where  he  learned  how  to  put  a  play 
on  the  boards,  and  how  to  produce  the  illusion  of  stage  effects. 
In  the  skill  with  which  he  learned  thus  early  to  handle  the  appa* 
ratus  of  the  stage,  we  may  discern,  perhaps,  the  first  faint  pre- 
lude of  the  skill  to  which  he  subsequently  attained  in  handling 
the  "  levers  and  screws*'  with  which,  according  to  Goethe,  the  ex- 
perimental philosopher  seeks  to  extort  from  nature  the  revelation 
of  her  mysteries. 

Invited  at  this  period  of  his  life  to  join  a  private  theatrical 
association  in  Albany,  known  by  the  name  of  "The  Rostrum," 
the  young  enthusiast  soon  distinguished  himself  among  his 
fellow-members  of  riper  years  by  the  ingenuity  of  his  dramatic 
combinations,  and  the  felicity  of  his  scenic  effects,  insomuch  that 
be  was  made  President  of  the  Society.  Meanwhile,  the  watch- 
maker had  left  Albany,  and  young  Henry,  no  longer  having  the 
fear  of  the  silversmith's  file  and  crucible  before  his  eyes,  was  left 
free  to  follow  the  lead  of  his  dramatic  tastes  and  aspirations.  He 
dramatized  a  tale,  and  prepared  a  comedy ;  both  of  which  were 
acted  by  the  association.  Indeed,  so  much  was  he  absorbed  in 
this  new  vocation,  that  our  amateur  Roscius  seemed,  according 
to  all  outward  appearance,  in  a  fair  way  of  making  a  place  for 
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himself  among  the  "periwig-pated  fellows  who  tear  a  passion  to 
tatters"  on  the  stage ;  or,  at  the  best,  of  taking  rank  with  the 
great  dramatic  artists  who,  standing  in  front  of  the  garish  foot- 
lights, "  hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature,"  in  a  sense  far  different 
from  that  of  the  experimental  philosopher,  standing  in  the  clear 
beams  of  that  lumen  siccum  which  Bacon  has  praised  as  the 
light  that  is  best  of  all  for  the  eyes  of  the  mind.  But  in  the 
midst  of  these  **  nnintelligible  dumb  shows,"  under  which  the 
unique  and  original  genius  of  Henry  had  thus  far  seemed  to  be 
masquerading,  we  have  now  come  to  the  time  when  his  mind 
underwent  a  great  transfiguration,  which  revealed  its  native 
brightness,  and  a  transfiguration  as  sudden  as  it  was  great. 
Minds  richly  endowed,  if  started  at  first  on  a  wrong  track,  may 
sometimes  have,  it  would  seem,  an  intellectual  conversion  as 
marked  as  that  moral  conversion  which  is  often  visible  in  the 
lives  of  great  saints.  It  certainly  was  so  in  the  case  of  Henry. 
Overtaken  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age  by  a  slight  accident, 
which  detained  him  for  a  season  within  doors,  he  chanced,  ia 
search  of  mental  diversion,  to  cast  his  eyes  upon  a  book  which 
a  Scotch  gentleman,  boarding  with  his  mother,  had  left  upon  the 
table  in  his  chamber.  It  was  Dr.  Gregory's  Lectures  on  Ex- 
perimental Philosophy,  Astronomy,  and  Chemistry.  It  com- 
mences with  an  address  to  the  young  reader,  in  which  the  author 
stimulates  him  to  deeper  inquiry  concerning  the  familiar  objecU 
around  him.  "  You  throw  a  stone,"  he  says,  "  or  shoot  an  arrow 
upwards  into  the  air ;  why  does  it  not  go  forward  in  the  air,  and 
in  the  direction  you  give  it?  What  force  is  it  that  presses  it 
down  to  the  earth  ?  Why  does  flame  or  smoke  always  nioaot 
upward  ?  You  look  into  a  clear  well  of  water,  and  see  your  own 
face  and  figure,  as  if  painted  there  ;  why  is  this  ?  You  are  told 
it  is  done  by  reflection  of  light  Bnt  what  is  reflection  of  light?" 
etc.  etc.  These  queries  certainly  are  very  far  from  representing 
the  prudens  quaslio  of  Bacon  in  even  its  most  elementary  form, 
but  they  opened  to  the  mind  of  young  Henry  an  entirely  "new 
world  of  thought  and  enjoyment."  His  attention  was  enchained 
by  this  book  as  it  had  not  been  enchained  by  the  fiction  of  Brooke, 
or  by  the  phantasmagoria  of  the  drama.*     The  book  did  for  him 

*  Ha  soon  beosroe  so  mach  interested  in  this  book  that  its  owner  g»^« 
it  to  him,  and  in  token  of  tlie  epouh  it  liad  marked  in  his  life,  Prof.  Henrj 
ever  afterwards  preserved  it  among  the  ohoioest  memorials  of  his  bo/* 
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what  the  spirits  did  for  Faast  when  they  opened  his  eyes  to  see  the 
sign  of  the  macrocosm,  and  summoned  him  "to  unveil  the  powers 
of  nature  lying  all  around  him."  Not  more  effectual  was  the  call 
which  came  to  St.  Augustine,  when,  as  he  lay  beneath  the  shadow 
of  the  fig-tree,  weeping  in  the  bitterness  of  a  contrite  soul,  he 
seemed  to  hear  a  voice  that  said  to  him  :  "  Tolle,  lege;  tolle,  lege,^* 
and  at  the  sound  of  which  he  turned  away  forever  from  the  Ten 
Predicaments  of  Aristotle,  and  all  the  books  of  the  rhetoricians, 
to  follow  what  seemed  to  him  the  '*  lively  oracles  of  God."  No 
sooner  had  Henry  recovered  from  his  sickness,  than,  obedient  to 
the  new  vision  of  life  and  duty  which  had  dawned  upon  him,  he 
summoned  his  comrades  of  "the  Rostrum"  to  meet  him  in  con- 
ference, formally  resigned  the  ofiQce  of  President,  and,  in  a  vale- 
dictory address,  announced  to  his  associates  that,  subordinating 
the  pleasures  of  literature  to  the  acquisition  of  serious  know- 
ledge, he  had  determined  henceforth  to  consecrate  his  life  to  ar- 
duous and  solid  studies. 

There  are  doubtless  those  who,  in  the  retrospect  of  Prof. 
Henry's  youth,  as  contrasted  with  the  rich  flower  and  fruitage  of 
his  riper  years,  will  please  themselves  with  curious  speculations 
on  what  "  might  have  been,"  if  his  rabbit  had  never  slipped  its 
inclosure,  if  there  had  been  no  crack  in  the  wall  behind  the  book- 
case, or  if  Gregory's  Lectures  had  never  fallen  in  his  way  at  the 
critical  juncture  of  his  life,  much  as  the  great  mind  of  Pascal 
pleased  itself  with  musing  how  the  fate  of  Europe  might  have 
been  changed  if  the  Providential  grain  of  sand  in  Cromweirs  tissue 
had  not  sent  him  to  a  premature  grave ;  or  how  the  whole  face  of 
the  earth  would  have  been  changed  if  the  nose  of  Cleopatra  had 
been  a  little  shorter  than  it  was,  and  so  had  marred  the  beauty 
of  face  which  made  her,  like  another  Helen,  the  telerrima  causa 

hood.  In  the  flj-leaf  of  the  book  the  following  memorandum  is  foand, 
written  hj  Prof.  H.  in  the  jear  1837 :  This  book,  although  by  no  means 
a  profonnd  work,  has,  nnder  Providence,  exerted  a  remarkable  influence 
on  mj  life.  It  acoidentalljr  fell  into  my  hands  when  I  was  about  sixteen 
jears  old,  and  was  the  first  book,  with  the  exception  of  works  of  fiction » 
that  I  ever  read  with  attention.  It  opened  to  me  a  new  world  of  thought 
and  enjoyment,  invested  things  before  almost  unnoticed  with  the  highest 
intf'rest,  fixed  my  mind  on  the  study  of  nature,  and  caused  me  to  resolve 
at  the  time  of  reading  it  that  I  would  devote  my  life  to  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge. —Joseph  Henry. 
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belli  for  a  whole  generation.  Such  fanciful  speculations,  it  i 
me,  are  well  calculated  to  import  into  the  philosophy  of  hui 
and  into  the  philosophy  of  human  history,  a  theory  of  ci 
which  is  as  superficial  as  it  is  false.  As  honest  Horatio 
Hamlet  in  the  play,  when  the  latter  proposes  to  trace  tb 
dust  of  Alexander  the  Great,  in  imagination,  until  pe 
it  may  be  found  stopping  a  bung-hole,  I  feel  like  say  in 
presence  of  such  fiue-spun  speculations,  "  'Twere  to  i 
too  curiously  to  consider  so."  The  strong  intellectua 
which  are  organic  in  a  great  mind,  as  the  strong  moral 
litical  forces  which  are  organic  in  society,  do  not  depend  I 
evolution,  or  for  their  grand  cyclical  movements,  on  the 
vicissitudes  which  ripple  the  surface  of  human  life  and 
To  argue  in  this  wise  is  to  mistake  occasion  for  cause,  and 
founding  what  is  transient  and  incidental  with  what  is  pei 
and  pervasive,  is  to  make  the  noblest  life,  with  its  destim 
and  ways,  the  mere  creature  of  accident,  and  is  to  convert 
history,  with  its  great  secular  developments,  into  the  fo 
rattle  and  chance  combinations  of  the  kaleidoscope.  We 
sure  that  Henry  was  too  great  a  man  to  have  lived  and  di 
out  making  his  mark  on  the  age  in  which  hi^  lot  was  cas 
ever  should  have  been  the  time,  place,  or  circumstance  wh 
to  disclose  the  color  and  complexion  of  his  destiny.  The 
clear  mind,  like  the  crystal,  takes  its  shape  and  pressure  f 
play  of  the  constituent  forces  within  it,  and  is  not  the  s 
casual  influences  that  come  from  without. 

Armed,  however,  with  his  new  enthusiasm,  the  nascent 
sopher  hastened  to  join  a  night  school  in  Albany,  but  s 
hausted  the  lore  of  its  master.  Encountering  next  a  per 
teacher  of  English  grammar,  he  became,  under  the  peda 
drill,  so  versed  in  the  arts  of  orthography,  etymology,  synt 
prosody,  that  he  started  out  himself  on  a  grammatical  tour  t 
the  provincial  districts  of  New  York,  and  returning  fn 
first  field  of  his  triumphs  as  a  teacher,  he  entered  the 
Academy  (then  in  charge  of  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck)  as 
in  its  more  advanced  studies.  Meanwhile,  in  order  to  " 
<way"  in  the  academy,  he  sought  employment  as  a  teach 
neighboring  district  school,  this  being,  as  he  afterwards  wi 
to  say,  the  only  office  he  had  ever  sought  in  his  life ;  and 
*office  he  succeeded  so  well  that  his  salary  was  raised  f 
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for  the  first  month  to  the  munificent  sum  of  $15  for  the  second 
month  of  his  service!  From  pupil  in  the  academy  and  teacher 
of  the  district  school,  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  as- 
sistant  in  the  academy,  and  henceForward  had  ample  means  for 
the  further  prosecution  of  his  studies.  Leaving  the  academy, 
he  next  accepted  the  post  of  private  tutor  in  the  family  of  the 
Patroon  in  Albany,  Mr.  S.  Van  Rensselaer;  and,  devoting  his 
leisure  hours  to  the  study  of  the  higher  mathematics,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  chemistry,  physiology,  and  anatomy,  he  at  this  time 
purposed  to  enter  the  medical  profession,  and  had  made  some 
advances  in  this  direction,  when  he  was  called,  in  the  year  1826, 
to  embark  in  a  surveying  expedition,  set  on  foot  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  State  government  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  out  a  road  through  the  southern  tier  of  counties  in  that 
State.  Starting  with  his  men  at  West  Point,  and  going  through 
the  woods  to  Lake  Erie,  he  acquitted  himself  so  well  in  this  ex- 
pedition that  his  friends  endeavored  to  procure  for  him  a  perma- 
nent appointment  as  captain  of  an  engineering  corps,  which  it 
was  proposed  to  create  for  the  prosecution  of  other  internal  im- 
provement  schemes,  but  the  bill  projected  for  this  purpose  having 
fallen  through,  Mr.  Henry  again  accepted,  though  with  some 
reluctance,  a  vacant  chair  which  was  offered  him  in  the  Albany 
Academy. 

In  connection  with  the  duties  of  this  chair,  he  now  commenced 
»  series  of  original  experiments  in  natural  philosophy— the  first 
connected  series  which  had  been  prosecuted  in  this  country.  Dr. 
Hare,  indeed,  had  already  invented  the  compound  blowpipe,  as 
Franklin  before  him,  by  his  brilliant  but  desultory  labors,  had 
given  an  immense  impulse  to  the  science  of  electricity ;  vet  none 
the  less  is  it  true  that  regular  and  systematic  investigatJons,  de- 
signed to  push  forward  the  boundaries  of  knowledge,  abreast  with 
the  scientific  workers  of  Europe,  had  hardly  been  attempted  at 
that  era  in  the  United  States. 

The  achievements  of  Henry  in  this  direction  soon  began  to 
wm  for  him  an  increase  of  reputation  as  well  as  an  increase  of 
knowledge;  but  in  the  midst  of  the  fervors  which  had  come  to 
qnicken  his  genius,  he  was  visited  by  the  fancv  (or  was  it  a 
fact?)  that  a  few  of  the  friends  who  had  hitherto" supported  him 
m  his  high  ambition  were  now  beginning  to  look  a  little  less 
warmly  on  his  aspirations.    Suffering  from  this  source  the  mental 
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depression  which  was  natural  to  a  sensitive  spirit,  no  less  remark* 
able  for  its  modesty  than  for  its  merit,  he  found  solace  in  the 
friendly  words  of  good  cheer  and  hopefulness  addressed  to  him 
by  Mr.  William  Dunlap.*  While  one  day  making,  with  Mr. 
Henry,  a  trip  down  the  Hudson  River,  on  board  the  same  steam- 
boat, Mr.  Dnnlap  observed  in  the  young  teacher's  face  the  marks 
of  sadness,  and,  on  learning  its  cause,  he  laid  his  hand  affection- 
ately on  Henry's  shoulder,  and  closed  some  reassuring  advice 
with  the  prophetic  words,  "  Albany  will  one  day  be  proud  of  her 
eon."  The  presage  was  destined  to  be  abundantly  confirmed. 
Soon  afterwards  came  the  call  to  Princeton  College,  and,  be- 
cause of  the  wider  career  it  opened  to  him,  the  call  was  as  grate- 
ful to  Henry  as  its  acceptance  was  gratifying  to  the  friends  of 
that  institution.  And  shortly  before  this  promotion,  a  new  happi- 
ness had  come  to  crown  his  life  in  his  marriage  to  the  excellent 
lady  who  still  survives  him. 

He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  post  in  the  month  of 
November,  1832,  and  bringing  with  him  a  budding  reputation, 
which  soon  blossomed  into  the  highest  scientific  fame,  he  became 
the  pride  and  ornament  of  the  Princeton  Faculty.  The  prestige 
of  his  magnets  attracted  students  from  all  parts  of  the  country; 
but  the  magnetism  of  the  man  was  better  far  than  any  work  of 
his  cunning  hand  or  fertile  brain.  It  was  in  Princeton,  as  he 
was  afterwards  wont  to  say,  that  he  spent  the  happiest  days  of 
his  life,  and  they  were  also  among  the  most  fruitful  in  scientific 
discovery.  Leaving  the  record  of  his  particular  achievements  at 
this  epoch  to  be  told  by  Mr.  Taylor,  who  is  so  well  qualified 
to  do  them  justice,  I  beg  leave  only  to  refer  to  this  period  in 
the  career  of  Prof.  Henry  as  that  in  which  it  was  my  good  for- 
tune to  come,  for  the  first  time,  under  the  personal  influence  of 
the  great  philosophical  scholar,  who,  after  being  my  teacher  in 
science  during  the  days  of  my  college  novitiate  at  Princeton, 
continued  during  the  whole  of  his  subsequent  life  to  honor  me 
with  a  friendship  which  was  as  much  my  support  in  every  emer- 
gency that  called  for  counsel  and  guidance,  as  it  was  at  all  times 
my  joy  and  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing. 

*  This  Mr.  Danlap  had  been  the  manager  of  the  Park  Tlieatre  in  Nev 
York,  and  combiued  with  his  dramatic  vocation  the  porsnits  of  literatare 
and  the  painter's  art.  He  wrote  the  '*  History  of  Arts  and  Designs  In  the 
United  States,"  a  work  which  was  esteemed  a  standard  one  at  the  dat* 
of  its  first  pablication  in  1834. 
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In  the  year  184?,  when  Prof.  Henry  was  in  the  forty-eighth 
year  of  his  age,  he  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  as  its  Secretary,  or  Director.  At  that 
time  the  institution  existed  only  in  name,  under  the  organic  act 
passed  by  Congress  for  its  incorporation,  in  order  to  give  effect 
to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  Esquire,  of  London,  who  by 
his  last  will  and  testament  had  given  the  whole  of  his  property 
to  the  United  States,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name 
of  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution,"  an  establishment  for  '*  the  in- 
crease and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  It  does  not 
need  to  be  said  that  Prof.  Henry  did  not  seek  this  appointment. 
It  came  to  him  unsolicited,  but  it  came  to  him  from  the  Board  of 
Regents,  not  only  by  the  free  choice  of  its  members,  but  also  at 
the  suggestion  and  with  the  approval  of  European  men  of  science, 
like  Sir  David  Brewster,  Faraday,  and  Arago,  as  also  of  Ameri- 
can scientific  men,  like  Bache  and  Silliman  and  Hare.  I  well 
remember  to  have  heard  the  late  Geo.  M.  Dallas  (a  member  of 
the  constituent  Board  of  Regents,  by  virtue  of  bis  office  as  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States),  make  the  remark  on  9  public 
occasion,  immediately  after  the  election  of  Prof.  Henry  as  Director 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  that  the  Board  had  not  had  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  tendering  the  appointment  to  him  "  as  being 
peerless  among  the  recognized  heads  of  American  science." 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Regents  he  drew  up  an  outline  plan  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  plan  was  adopted  by  them  on  the  13th 
of  December,  1847.  The  members  of  this  Society,  living,  as 
they  do,  beneath  the  shadow  of  the  great  institution  to  which 
Smithson  worthily  gave  his  name  and  his  estate,  but  of  which 
Henry  was  at  once  the  organizing  brain  and  the  directing  hand 
from  the  date  of  its  inception  down  to  the  day  of  his  death,  do 
not  need  that  I  should  sketch  for  them  the  theory  on  which  it 
was  projected  by  its  first  Secretary,  or  that  I  should  rehearse  in 
detail  the  long  chronicle  of  the  useful  and  multiform  services 
which  in  pnrsuit  of  that  theory  it  has  rendered  to  the  cause  of 
science  and  of  human  progress.  And,  moreover,  in  doing  so  I 
should  here  again  imprudently  trench  on  the  province  assigned  to 
my  learned  colleague.  But  I  may  be  allowed  to  portray  the 
method  and  spirit  which  he  brought  to  the  duties  of  this  exacting 
post,  at  least  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  proved  himself  as  great  in 
administration  as  he  was  great  in  original  research ;  as  skilful  in 
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directing  the  scientific  labors  of  others  as  he  was  skilfal  in  the 
conduct  of  his  own.  Seizing,  as  with  an  intuitive  eje,  the  peca* 
liar  genius  of  an  institution  which  was  appointed  to  ''  incretMC 
knowledge"  and  to  ''  diffuse"  it  "  among  men/'  he  touched  the 
springs  of  scientific  inquiry  at  a  thousand  points  in  the  wide 
domain  of  modern  thought,  and  made  the  results  of  that  inquiry 
accessible  to  all,  with  a  catholicity  as  broad  as  the  civilized 
world.  And  the  publications  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
valuable  as  they  are,  and  replete  as  they  are  with  contributions 
to  human  knowledge,  represent  the  least  part  of  his  manifold 
labors  in  connection  with  the  Institution.  His  correspondence 
was  immense,  covering  the  whole  field  of  existing  knowledge, 
and  ranging,  in  the  persons  addressed,  from  the  genuine  scientific 
scholar  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  the  last  putative  discoverer 
of  perpetual  motion,  or  the  last  embryo  mathematician  who  sup- 
posed himself  to  have  squared  the  circle. 

In  accepting  a  post  where  he  was  called  by  virtue  of  his  office 
to  fecundate  the  labors  of  other  men  rather  than  his  own,  Prof. 
Henry  distinctly  saw  that  he  was  renouncing  for  himself  the 
paths  of  scientific  glory  on  which  he  had  entered  so  auspiciously 
at  Albany  and  Princeton.  He  once  said  to  me,  in  one  of  the 
self-revealing  moods  in  which  he  sometimes  unbosomed  himself 
to  his  intimate  friends,  that  in  accepting  the  office  of  Smithsonian 
Secretary  he  was  conscious  that  he  had  *'  sacrificed  future  fame 
to  present  reputation."  He  was  in  the  habit  of  recalling  that 
Newton  had  made  no  discoveries  after  he  was  appointed  Warden 
of  the  Mint  in  1695,*  and  I  believe  that  the  remark  is  histori- 
cally accurate,  unless  we  should  incline  with  Biot,  against  the 
better  opinion  of  Sir  David  Brewster,  to  place  after  that  date  the 
''discoveries"  which  Newton  supposed  himself  to  have  made  in 
the  Scriptural  chronology  and  in  the  interpretation  of  the  Apoc- 
alypse— discoveries  which,  whenever  made,  provoked  the  theolo- 
gical scoff,  as  they  perhaps  deserved  the  theological  criticism  of 

*  The  effect  of  the  Wardensbip  on  Newton's  soientlfio  labors  may  be 
8e«*n  in  the  waroith  with  whioh  he  rnbaked  Flamsteed  for  parposinf?  to 
poblish,  in  1698,  the  fact  that  Newton  was  then  engaged  on  a  revision  of 
the  Horroxian  theorjr  of  the  moon.  Newton  wrote:  **  I  do  not  love  to  be 
printed  on  everjr  ocoasion,  much  less  to  he  danned  and  teased  bjr  foreign- 
ers abont  mathematical  things,  or  to  be  thont^ht  by  our  own  people 
to  bo  trifling  away  my  time  wkon  I  tkould  be  about  the  Kiny^s  bunnoto," 
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the  polemical  Bishop  Warburton.  Yet,  having  convinced  him- 
self that  it  was  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  cause  of  science,  to 
sink  his  own  personality  in  the  impersonal  institution  he  was 
called  to  conduct,  Henry  never  paused  for  an  instant  to  confer 
with  flesh  and  blood,  but  moved  *'  right  onward"  in  the  path  of 
duty,  with  only  the  more  of  steadfastness,  because  he  felt  that 
it  was  for  him  a  path  of  sacrifice. 

How  sedulously  he  strove  to  maintain  the  Institution  in  the 
high  vocation  to  which  he  believed  it  was  appointed  no  less  by  a 
sacred  regard  for  the  will  of  its  founder  than  by  an  intelligent 
zeal  for  the  promotion  of  human  welfare,  is  known  to  you  all. 
And  the  success  with  which  he  resisted  all  schemes  for  the  im- 
poverishment of  the  exalted  function  it  was  fitted  to  perform  in 
the  service  of  abstract  science,  is  a  tribute  at  once  to  his  rare 
executive  skill,  and  to  the  native  force  of  character  which  made 
him  a  tower  of  strength  against  the  clamors  of  popular  ignorance 
and  the  assaults  of  charlatanism.  Whatever  might  be  the  con- 
sequences to  himself  personally,  he  was  determined  to  magnify  Us 
vocation  and  make  it  honorable.  And  hence  I  do  not  permit 
myself  to  doubt  that  during  the  long  period  of  his  administration, 
as  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  covering  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  he  has  impressed  upon  its  conduct  a  definite  direc- 
tion which  his  successors  will  be  proud  to  maintain,  not  simply 
in  reverence  for  the  memory  of  their  illustrious  predecessor,  but 
also  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  fruitful  works  which,  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  enlightened  plans,  will  continue  to  follow  him 
now  that  he  has  rested  from  his  labors. 

'  The  rest  into  which  he  has  entered  came  to  him  in  a  green 
old  age,  after  a  life  as  full  of  years  as  it  was  full  of  honors.  He 
was  not  only  blest  with  an  old  age  which  was 

-^—  serene  and  bright, 
And  lovelj  as  a  Lapland  night, 

but  he  also  had  that  which,  according  to  the  great  dramatist, 
should  accompany  old  age — '*  As  honor,  love,  obedience,  troops 
of  friends."  And  the  manner  of  his  death  was  in  perfect  keep- 
ing with  the  manner  of  his  life.  Assured  for  months  before  the 
inevitable  hour  came  that  his  days  on  earth  were  numbered,  he 
made  no  change  in  his  daily  official  employments,  no  change  in 
his  social  and  literary  diversions.  None  was  needed.  Surprise, 
I  learn,  has  been  expressed  that  in  the  full  prospect  of  death  he 
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should  have  "talked  '*  so  little  about  it.  But  the  surprise 
unfounded.  Prof.  Henry  was  little  in  the  habit  of  talkin 
himself  at  any  time.  Yet  to  his  intimate  friends  he  spok 
and  calmly  about  his  approaching  end.  Two  weeks  before 
he  said  to  one  such,  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  to  w 
was  strongly  attached  :  "  I  may  die  at  any  moment, 
like  to  live  long  enough  to  complete  some  things  I  have 
taken,  but  I  am  content  to  go.  I  have  had  a  happy  lift 
hope  I  have  been  able  to  do  some  good."  In  an  hour's 
sation  which  1  had  with  him,  six  days  before  he  diej,  lu 
to  the  imminence  of  his  death  with  the  same  philosop 
Christian  composure.  And  perfectly  aware  as  he  wae, 
day  before  he  died,  and  on  the  day  of  his  death,  that 
already  entered  the  Dark  Valley,  he  feared  no  evil  as  he 
across  it,  but,  poised  in  a  sweet  serenity,  preserved  his 
patience,  at  an  equal  remove  from  rapture  on  the  one  \ 
anything  like  dismay  on  the  other.  For  his  friends  he  h 
then  the  same  benignant  smile,  the  same  warm  pressnn 
hand,  and  the  same  affable  converse  as  of  yoro.  W 
astronomer,  Newcomb,  he  pleasantly  and  intelligently  dis 
about  the  then  recent  transit  of  Mercury — not  unheorlfu 
great  transit  he  was  making,  but  giving  heed^none  the 
every  opportunity  for  the  inquiry  of  truth.  Towards  the 
ants  watching  around  his  couch  he  was  as  observant  a^ 
all  the  "small  sweet  courtesies"  which  marked  considera 
others  rather  than  for  himself  even  in  the  supreme  momei 
dissolution.  The  disciples  of  Socrates  recalled  with  a 
pathetic  wonder  at  the  calm  and  intrepid  spirit  of  thei 
master,  that  as  the  chill  of  the  fatal  hemlock  was  stea 
wards  his  heart,  he  uncovered  his  face  to  ask  that  Crito 
acquit  him  of  a  small  debt  he  owed  to  Esculapius ;  and  8( 
manner  I  recall  that  our  beloved  chief  did  not  forget  in  the 
his  last  agony  to  make  provision  for  the  due  despatch  of 
of  courtesy,  which  on  the  day  before  he  had  promised  to  a 
stranger. 

And  so  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his  great  mental  po^ 
his  waking  hours  filled  with  higli  Ibcmghts  and  with  a  peaci 
passed  all  understanding;  in  iiis  f^Ump  t^irnhng  tiway 

"  To  dreamfal  wastes  wJiera  footless  feLi3Gi«Jt  dwtjUi " 
and  talking  even  there  of  experiments  in  aound  on  bo 
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fltetmer  Mistletoe,  or  haplj  taking  note  of  electric  charges  sent 
tliroagi)  imagiuary  wires  at  liis  bidding* — ^ttie  soul  of  Josepli 
Henrj  passed  awaj  from  the  earth  which  he  had  blessed  and 
brightened  bj  his  presence.  He  died  ten  minutes  after  twelve 
o'clock,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1878. 


From  these  imperfect  notes  on  the  Life  of  Prof.  Henry,  I  pass 
to  consider  some  of  his  traits  and  characteristics  as  a  man. 

He  was  endowed  with  a  physical  organization  in  which  the 
elements  that  composed  it  were  not  only  fine  and  finely  mixed, 
bat  were  cast  in  a  mould  remarkable  for  its  symmetry  and  manly 
beaaty  The  perfection  of  his  **  outward  man"  was  not  unworthy 
of  the  "inward  man"  whom  it  enshrined,  and  if,  as  a  church 
&tber  has  phrased  it,  **  the  human  soul  is  the  true  Shechinah,"  it 
maj  none  the  less  be  said  that  these  "fleshly  nooks"  of  ours 
Defer  appear  to  so  much  advantage  as  when,  transfigured  by  this 
Shechinah,  they  offer  to  the  informing  spirit  a  temple  which  is  as 
stately  as  it  is  pure.  When  Dr.  Bentley  was  called  to  write  the 
epitaph  of  Cotes  (that  brilliant  scholar  of  whom  Newton  said 
that,  "if  he  had  lived  we  might  have  known  something"),  the  ac- 
complished master  of  words  thought  it  not  unmeet  to  record  that 
the  fallen  Professor,  who  had  been  snatched  away  by  a  premature 
death,  was  only  "  the  more  attractive  and  lovely  because  the  vir- 
tues and  graces  which  he  joined  to  the  highest  repute  for  learn- 
ing were  embellished  by  a  handsome  person."  The  same  tribute 
of  admiration  might  be  paid  with  equal  justice  to  the  revered  Pro- 
fessor whose  "  good  gray  head"  has  just  vanished  from  our  sight. 

The  fascination  of  Prof.  Henry's  manner  was  felt  by  all  who 
came  within  the  range  of  its  influence — by  men  with  whom  he 
ilailj  consorted  in  business,  in  college  halls,  and  in  the  scientific 
academy ;  by  brilliant  women  of  society  who,  in  his  gracious  pre- 
seDce,  owned  the  spell  of  a  masculine  mind  which  none  the  less 
vas  feminine  in  the  delicacy  of  its  perceptions  and  the  purity  of 

*  Prof.  Henry  took  great  delight  in  the  acoastlcal  researchefl  whicli, 
daring  the  closing  years  of  his  life,  he  made  at  sea,  on  board  the  steamer 
Mi«iletoe,  while  it  was  in  eleotrioitjr  that  he  won  his  first  triomphs  as  a 
Ki«ntifio  man.  That  his  first  love  and  last  pansion  in  science  still  filled 
his  tboaghts  in  his  dying  moments  was  attested  by  the  words  whiob 
•fen  then  fell  from  his  lips,  in  sleep. 
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its  sensibilities ;  bj  children,  who  saw  in  the  simplicit 
unspoiled  nature  a  geniality  and  a  kindliness  which  wen 
their  own.  A  French  thinker  has  said  that  d  meaun 
plus  d'esprit  on  Irouve  quHl  y  a  plus  d^hommes  origin 
was  the  breadth  and  catholicity  of  Henry's  intelligem 
enabled  him  to  find  something  unique  and  characteristi 
sons  who  were  flat,  stale,  and  unprofitable  to  the  averag 
Gifted  with  a  mental  constitution  which  was  ''  feelic 
to  each  fine  impnlse,"  he  possessed  a  high  degree  of 
sensibility  to  the  beautiful  in  nature  and  in  art  It  c 
doubted  that  a  too  exclusive  addiction  to  the  analytic  ai 
scopic  study  of  nature,  at  the  instance  of  science,  has  a 
to  blunt  in  some  minds. a  delicate  perception  for  the  " 
ingness"  of  Nature,  considered  as  a  source  of  poetic  a 
inspiration,  but  no  such  tendency  could  be  discovered  i 
tellectual  habitudes  of  Prof.  Henry.  To  a  mind  long 
by  arts  of  close  and  critical  inquiry  into  the  logic  of  nat 
he  none  the  less  united  a  heart  which  was  ever  readj 
with  joy  at  "the  wonder  and  bloom  of  the  world."  Whe 
occasion  of  his  first  visit  to  England,  in  the  year  1837 
travelling  by  night  in  a  stage-coach  through  Salisbui 
he  hired  the  driver  to  stop,  while  all  his  fellow-passeng 
asleep,  that  he  might  have  the  privilege  of  inspecting  t 
of  Stonehenge,  as  seen  by  moonlight,  and  brought  awaj 
"  sense  of  mystery  "  which  followed  him  in  all  his  after  lift 
later  day,  in  the  year  1870,  after  visiting  the  Aar  Glacier,  t 
of  Prof.  Agassiz's  well-known  labors,  he  crossed  over  tl 
tain  to  the  Rhone  Valley,  until,  at  a  sudden  turn  of  the 
came  full  in  the  presence  of  the  majestic  Glacier  of  the 
For  minutes  he  stood  silent  and  motionless ;  then,  turnin 
daughter  who  stood  by  his  side,  he  exclaimed,  with  the  te 
ning  down  his  cheeks :  **  This  is  a  place  to  die  in.  W^ 
go  no  further." 

And  as  he  rejoiced  in  natural  scenery  so  also  was  he 
with  the  beauties  of  art,  whether  as  seen  in  "  the  well 
canvas  or  the  featured  stone,"  and  hence  it  was  that  h 
much  at  home  in  the  atelier  of  the  painter  or  sculptor  i 
laboratory  of  the  chemist  or  the  apparatus  room  of  the 
philosopher,  and  exulted  as  sincerely  in  the  Louvre  or  i 
coran  Gallery  of  Art  as  in  the  cabinet  of  the  mineralog^s 
museum  of  the  naturalist. 
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He  was  as  remarkable  for  the  simplicitj  of  his  nature  as  for 
tiie  breadth  of  his  mind  and  the  acumea  of  his  intellect.  Those 
who  analyze  the  nature  and  charm  of  simplicity  in  a  great  mind 
suppose  themselves  to  find  the  secret  of  both  in  the  fact  that 
simplicity,  allied  with  greatness,  works  its  marvels  with  a  sweet 
unconsciousness  of  its  own  superior  excellence,  and  it  works 
them  with  this  unconsciousness  because  it  is  greater  than  it 
knows.  Talent  does  what  it  can.  Genius  does  what  it  must. 
And  in  this  respect,  as  an  English  writer  has  said,  there  is  a 
great  analogy  between  the  highest  goodness  and  the  highest 
genius;  for  under  the  influence  of  either,  the  spirit  of  man, 
"  whenever  it  lifts  up  its  head  and  shakes  its  locks,"  may  scatter 
light  and  splendor  around  it,  without  admiring  itself  or  seeking 
the  admiration  of  others.  And  it  was  in  this  sense  that  the 
simplicity  of  Henry's  nature  expressed  itself  in  acts  of  goodness 
and  in  acts  of  high  intelligence,  with  a  spontaneity  which  hid 
from  himself  the  transcendent  virtue  and  dignity  of  the  work 
he  was  doing ;  and  hence  all  his  work  was  done  without  the 
slightest  taint  of  vanity  or  tarnish  of  self-complacency. 

As  might  be  expected,  he  was  a  fervent  lover  of  the  best  lit- 
erature. His  acquaintance  with  the  English  poets  was  not  only 
wide  but  intimate.  His  memory  was  stored  with  choice  pas- 
sages, didactic,  sentimental,  witty,  and  humorous,  which  he  re- 
produced at  will  on  occasions  when  they  were  apt  to  his  purpose. 
His  familiarity  with  fiction  dated,  as  we  have  seen,  from  early 
boyhood,  and  in  this  fountain  of  the  imagination  be  continued 
to  find  refreshment  for  the  '*  wear  and  tear"  of  the  hard  and  con- 
tinuous thought  to  which  he  was  addicted  in  the  philosopher's 
study.  His  knowledge  of  history  was  accurate,  and  it  was  not 
simply  a  knowledge  of  facts,  but  a  knowledge  of  facts  as  seen  in 
the  logical  coherence  and  rational  explanation  which  make  them 
the  basis  of  historic  generalization.  The  genesis  of  the  Greek 
civilization  was  a  perpetual  object  of  interest  to  his  speculative 
mind,  as  called  to  deal  with  the  phenomena  of  Grecian  literature, 
art,  philosophy,  and  polity. 

He  was  a  terse  and  forcible  writer.  If,  as  some  have  said, 
it  is  the  perfection  of  style  to  be  colorless,  the  style  of  Henry 
might  be  likened  to  the  purest  amber,  which,  invisible  itself,  holds 
in  clear  relief  every  object  it  envelops.  Without  having  that 
fluent  delivery  which,  according  to  the  well-known  comparison 
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of  Dean  Swift,  is  rarely  characteristic  of  the  fullest  minds 
noDe  the  less  a  pleasing  and  effective  speaker — the  more  < 
because  his  words  never  oatran  his  thought.  We  loved 
and  speak  of  him  as  ''the  Nestor  of  American  Science/ 
his  speech,  like  Nestor's,  ''flowed  sweeter  than  honey,' 
due  to  the  excellent  quality  of  the  matter  rather  than  to  i 
torical  facility  of  manner. 

He  was  blest  with  a  happy  temperament.  He  recordc 
diary,  as  a  matter  of  thanksgiving,  that  through  the  kin< 
Providence  he  was  able  to  forget  what  had  been  paiufu 
past  experiences,  and  to  remember  only  and  eujoy  thai 
had  been  pleasurable.  The  same  sentiment  is  expressed 
of  his  letters.  Armed  with  this  sunny  temper  which, 
dial,  "marks  only  the  hours  that  shine,"  he  was  in  hif 
circle  a  perpetual  benediction.  And,  in  turn,  he  was 
dependent  on  his  family  for  the  sympathy  and  watch-ci 
in  a  thousand  small  things  to  one  who  never  "lost  th< 
like  in  the  larger  mind."  His  domestic  affections  w 
dwarfed  by  the  exacting  nature  of  his  official  duties,  hii 
cares,  or  his  scientific  vigils.  He  had  none  of  that  solitar 
deur  affected  by  isolated  spirits  who  cannot  descend  to  ti 
and  smiles  of  this  common  world.  He  was  never  so  hi 
when  in  his  home  he  was  communing  with  wife  and  < 
around  the  family  altar.  He  made  them  the  confidant 
his  plans.  He  rehearsed  to  them  bis  scientific  experiment 
reported  to  them  the  record  of  each  day's  adventures.  I 
with  them  his  favorite  authors.*    He  entered  with  a  gleefi 


*  The  following  extract  from  a  diarjr,  kept  by  one  of  hia  dang 
descriptive  of  his  habits  ander  this  head :  "  Had  father  witli  us 
evening.  I  modelled  his  profile  in  clajr  while  he  read  Thomson's 
to  as.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  evening  he  seemed  restless 
pressed,  but  the  influence  of  the  poet  drove  away  the  clood,  and 
expression  of  almost  childlike  sweetness  rested  on  his  lips,  singa 
contrast  yet  beaatifall  j  in  harmony  with  the  intellect  of  the  brow 

Or  take  this  Hxtrnct  from  the  same  diary :  **  We  were  all  np 
late  hour,  reading  poetry  with  father  and  mother,  father  being  the 
He  attempted  •  Cowper's  Grave,'  by  Mrs.  Browning,  but  was  too 
hi^arted  to  finish  the  reading  of  it.  We  then  laaghed  over  the 
to  the  Mummy,  soared  to  heaven  with  Shelley's  Skylark,  roai 
forest  with  Bryant,  called  fiowers  from  other  poetical  fields,  an 
with  Tam  O'Shanter.  I  took  Cor  my  task  to  recite  a  part  of  the  lat 
memory,  while  father  corrected,  as  if  he  were  '  playing  schoolmai 
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into  all  their  joys ;  with  a  sympathetic  heart  into  all  their  sor- 
rows. And  while  thas  faithful  to  the  charities  of  home,  he 
was  intensely  loyal  to  his  friends,  and  found  in  their  society  the 
very  cordial  of  life.  Qracious  to  all,  he  grappled  some  of  them 
to  his  heart  with  hooks  of  steel.  The  friendship,  fed  by  a  kin- 
dred love  of  elegant  letters,  which  still  lends  its  mellow  lustre 
to  the  names  of  Cicero  and  Atticus,  was  not  more  beautiful  than 
the  friendship,  fed  by  kindred  talents,  kindred  virtues,  aud  kin- 
dred pursuits,  which  so  long  united  the  late  Dr.  Bache  and  Pro- 
fessor Henry  in  the  bonds  of  a  sacred  brotherhood.  And  this 
was  but  one  of  the  many  similar  intimacies  which  came  to  em- 
hellish  his  long  and  useful  career. 

His  sense  of  honor  was  delicate  in  the  extreme.  It  was  not 
only  that  "  chastity  of  honor  which  feels  a  stain  like  a  wound," 
but  at  the  very  suggestion  of  a  stain  it  recoiled  as  instantly  as 
the  index  finger  of  Mr.  Edison's  tasimeter  at  the  "suspicion"  of 
heat.  I  met  him  in  1847,  when,  soon  after  his  election  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  he  had  just  been  chosen  to 
succeed  Dr.  Hare  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  a  salary  double 
that  which  he  was  to  receive  in  Washington,  and  with  half  the 
year  open  to  free  scientific  investigation,  because  free  from  pro- 
fessorial duties.  It  was,  he  said,  the  post  which,  of  all  others, 
he  could  have  desiderated  at  that  epoch  in  his  scientific  life,  but 
his  honor,  he  added,  forbade  him  to  entertain,  for  a  moment,  the 
proposition  of  accepting  it  after  the  obligations  under  which  he 
had  come  to  the  interests  represented  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution. At  a  later  day,  after  he  had  entered  on  his  duties  in 
Washington,  and  found  the  position  environed  with  many  diflfi- 
culties,  Mr.  Calhoun  came  to  him,  and  urged  his  acceptance  of  a 
lucrative  chair  in  a  Sonthem  College,  using  as  a  ground  of  ap- 
peal the  infelicities  of  his  present  post,  and  the  prospect  of  fail- 
ing at  last  to  realize  the  high  designs  he  had  projected  for  the 
n»anagement  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Admitting  that  it 
niight  be  greatly  to  his  comfort  and  advantage  at  that  time  to 
^ve  up  the  Smithsonian,  he  declined  at  once  to  coUvSider  the  pro- 
posal made  to  him,  on  the  ground  that  his  "  honor  was  committed 
^  the  Institution."  Whereupon  Mr.  Calhoun  seized  his  hand, 
*nd  exclaimed,  "  Professor  Henry,  you  are  a  man  after  my  own 
heart." 
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When  in  1853,  and  again  in  1867,  he  was  entreated  to  a 
the  Presidency  of  Princeion  College,  the  College  of  his  love 
the  scene  of  his  "happiest  days,"  he  instantly  turned  awaj 
the  lure,  as  feeling  ihut  he  could  uot  love  the  dear  old  Cc 
so  much  if  he  loved  uot  more  the  honor  and  duty  which  t 
him  to  the  estabiishmeut  in  Washington,  with  which,  for 
or  for  evil,  he  had  wedded  his  name  and  fortune.  And  i 
other  concerns,  from  the  greatest  to  the  least,  he  seemed  lik 

"  Intent  each  lurking  frailty  to  disclaim, 
And  guard  the  wa/  of  life  from  all  offenoe, 
Buffered  or  done.*' 

The  "  Man  of  Ross,"  portrayed  by  the  pencil  of  Pope,  wa 
more  benevolent  in  heart  or  act  than  Professor  Henry.  His  bo 
was  large  and  free.  The  full  soul  mantled  in  his  eyes  at  everj 
of  woe,  and  the  generous  hand  was  quick  to  obey  the  chari 
impulses  of  his  sympathetic  nature.  This  benevolent  spiri 
like  a  silver  cord  through  the  tissue  of  his  life,  because  i1 
interwoven  in  the  very  warp  and  woof  of  his  being,  and  be( 
it  was  kept  in  constant  exercise.  It  appeared  not  only  in  a( 
kindness  to  the  poor  and  afflicted,  but  interpenetrated  his  v 
demeanor,  and  informed  all  his  conduct  wherever  he  coul 
helpful  to  a  fellow-man.  He  did  good  to  all  as  he  had  opp 
nity,  from  *'  the  forlorn  and  shipwrecked  brother,"  who  had  air 
failed  in  the  voyage  of  life,  to  the  adventurous  young  ma 
who  sought  his  counsel  and  guidance  for  the  successful  lac 
ing  of  his  ship  from  its  ways.  Many  are  the  young  men, 
in  all  parts  of  the  land,  could  rise  up  to-day  and  call  him  ble 
for  the  blessing  he  brought  to  them  by  the  kind  word  8p< 
and  the  kind  deed  done,  each  in  its  season. 

Unselfishness  was  a  fundamental  trait  in  the  character  of 
fessor  Henry,  and  he  mode  the  same  trait  a  fundamental  oi 
his  conception  of  the  philosopher's  high  calling.  The  work  ol 
entific  inquiry  was  with  him  a  labor  of  love,  not  simply  beeaus 
loved  the  labor,  but  because  he  hoped  by  it  to  advance  the  ci 
of  truth  and  promote  the  welfare  of  man.  He  never  dreai 
of  profiting  by  any  discovery  he  made.  He  would  not  even  1 
his  salary  increased,  so  tenaciously  did  he  hold  to  the  Ch 
like  privilege  of  living  among  men  "as  one  that  serveth."  1 
was  a  crown  which  he  would  let  no  man  take  from  him.     To 
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Oovernment  he  freely  gave,  in  many  spheres  of  public  usefulness, 
all  the  time  he  could  spare  from  his  official  duties.  And  it  was 
in  one  of  these  subsidiary  public  labors,  as  Chairman  of  the  Light- 
Hoase  Board,  that  he  contracted,  as  he  believed,  the  disease 
which  carried  him  to  the  grave. 

A  sense  of  rectitude  presided  over  all  his  thoughts  and  acts. 
He  had  so  trained  his  mind  to  right  thinking,  and  his  will  to  right 
feeling  and  right  doing,  that  this  absolute  rectitude  became  a 
part  of  his  intellectual  as  well  as  moral  nature.  Hence  in  his 
methods  of  philosophizing  he  was  incapable  of  sophistical  rea- 
soning. He  sat  at  the  feet  of  nature  with  as  much  of  candor  as 
of  humility,  never  importing  into  his  observations  "  the  human 
being's  pride,"  or  the  "  mystical  predominance"  of  an  overween- 
ing fancy.  He  was  sober  in  his  judgments.  He  made  no  hasty 
generalizations.  His  mind  seemed  to  turn  on  ''the  poles  of 
troth." 

I  could  not  dwell  with  enough  of  emphasis  on  this  crowning 
grace  of  our  beloved  friend  if  I  should  seek  to  do  full  justice  to  my 
conception  of  the  completeness  it  gave  to  his  beautiful  character. 
But  happily  for  me  I  need  dwell  upon  it  with  only  the  less  of  em- 
phasis because  it  was  the  quality  which,  to  use  a  French  idiom, 
"  leaped  into  the  eyes"  of  all  who  marked  his  walk  and  conversa- 
tion. In  the  crystal  depths  of  a  nature  like  his,  transparent  in  all 
directions,  we  discern  as  well  the  felicity  as  the  beauty  of  that  habit 
of  mind  which  is  begotten  by  the  supreme  love  of  Truth  for  her 
own  sake — a  habit  which  is  as  much  the  condition  of  intellectual 
earnestness,  thoroughness,  and  veracity  in  penetrating  to  the 
reality  of  things,  as  of  moral  honesty,  frankness,  sincerity,  and 
truthfulness  in  dealing  with  our  fellow-men.  The  great  ex- 
pounder of  the  Nicomachean  Ethics  has  taught  us,  and  one  of  our 
own  moralists  has  amplified  the  golden  thesis,*  that  high  moral 
virtue  implies  the  habit  of  "just  election"  between  right  and 
wrong,  and  that  to  attain  this  habit  we  need  at  once  an  intelli- 
gence which  is  impassioned  and  an  appetite  which  is  reflec- 
tive. And  so  in  like  manner  all  high  intellectual  virtue  implies  a 
habit  of  just  election  between  truth  and  error — an  election  which 
men  make,  other  things  being  equal,  according  to  the  degree  in 
which  their  minds  are  enamored  with  the  beauty  of  truth,  ias  also 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  their  appetencies  for  knowl- 

*  Dr.  Jamea  H.  Thomwell :  Discoarses  on  Trath. 
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edge  have  been  trained  to  be  reflective  and  cantioas  agi 
enticements  of  error.  I  never  knew  a  man  who  strove  n 
nestly  than  Henry  to  make  this  just  election  between  r 
wrong,  between  truth  and  error,  or  who  was  better  c 
with  a  native  faculty  for  making  the  wise  choice  betwec 
He  had  brought  his  whole  nature  under  the  dominion  < 
fulness. 

But  while  thus  eager  and  honest  in  the  pursuit  of  trutl 
nothing  controversial  in  his  temper.  It  was  a  favorite  do 
his  that  error  of  opinion  could  be  most  successfully  comb 
by  the  negative  processes  of  direct  attack,  rousing  the  p 
provoking  the  contumacy  of  its  adherents,  but  rather  by  tl 
ative  process  of  teaching,  in  meekness  and  love,  the  trutl 
naturally  antagonistic  to  it.  The  King  of  Sweden  and 
made  him  a  Knight  of  St.  Olaf,  but  St.  Olafs  thunder 
of  propagating  Christianity — by  battering  down  the  idoh 
way  with  Thor's  own  hammer — is  not  the  way  that  his  A 
votary  would  have  selected.  There  was  nothing  iconoc 
Henry's  zeal  for  truth.  He  believed  that  there  is  in  al 
self-evidencing  quality,  and  a  redemptive  power  which  r 
at  once  a  potent  and  a  remedial  force  in  the  world.  £ 
never  descended  to  any  of  those  controversies  which,  in 
nals  of  science,  have  sometimes  made  the  odium  scienli 
species  of  hatred  quite  as  distinct,  and  quite  as  lively 
its  more  ancient  congener,  the  odium  theologicum,  Wh 
it  was  sought  to  force  a  controversy  of  this  kind  upon  1 
when  accusations  were  made  which  seemed  to  affect  his  ] 
honor,  as  well  as  the  genuineness  of  his  scientific  claim! 
ferred  the  matter  for  adjudication  to  the  Regents  of  the 
sonian.  Their  investigation  and  their  report  dispensed  h 
the  necessity  of  self-defence.  The  simple  truth  was  his  s 
buckler.  And  this  equanimity  was  not  simply  the  result 
perament.  It  sprang  from  the  largeness  of  his  mind,  as 
from  the  serious  view  he  took  of  life  and  duty.  He  was 
moderate  his  own  opinions,  because,  in  the  amplitude  of  \ 
lectual  powers,  he  was  able  to  be  a  moderator  of  Opinion 
scientific  world.  You  all  know  with  what  felicity  and  intc 
sympathy  he  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  Societ 
posed  as  it  is  of  independent  scientific  workers  in-  almos 
department  of  modern  research.     Alike  in  the  judicial  te 
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his  mind  and  in  the  wide  range  of  his  acquisitions  he  was  fitted 
to  be,  as  Dante  has  said  of  Aristotle,  "  the  master  of  those  who 
know." 

And  this  power  of  his  mind  to  assimilate  knowledge  of  varioas 
kinds  naturally  leads  me  to  speak  of  his  skill  in  imparting  it.  He 
was  a  most  successfal  educator.  He  had  many  other  titles  of 
honor  or  oflSce,  but  the  title  of  Professor  seemed  to  rank  them 
all,  for  everybody  felt  that  he  moved  among  men  like  one  anointed 
with  the  spirit  and  power  of  a  great  teacher.  And  he  had  philo- 
sophical views  of  education,  extending  from  its  primary  forms  to 
its  highest  culminations  —  from  the  discipline  of  the  ''doing 
faculties"  in  childhood,  to  the  discipline  of  the  "thinking  facul- 
ties" in  youth  and  manhood.  No  student  of  his  left  the  Albany 
Academy,  in  the  earlier  period  of  his  connection  with  that 
institution,  without  being  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  useful  art 
of  handling  figures,  for  then  and  there  he  taught  the  rudimental 
forms  of  arithmetic,  not  so  much  by  theory  as  by  practice.  No 
student  of  his  left  Princeton  College  without  being  thoroughly 
drilled  in  the  art  of  thinking,  as  applied  to  scientific  problems, 
for  then  and  there  he  was  called  to  indoctrinate  his  pupils  in  the 
rationale  as  well  as  in  the  results  of  the  inductive  method.  And 
I  will  venture  to  add  that  no  intelligent  student  of  his  at  Prince* 
ton  ever  failed,  in  after  life,  to  recognize  the  useful  place  which 
hypothesis  holds  in  labors  directed  to  the  extension  of  science, 
or  failed  to  discriminate  between  a  working  hypothesis  and  a 
perfected  theory. 

Pousing  for  a  moment  at  this  stoge  in  the  analysis  of  Profes- 
sor Henry's  mental  and  moral  traits,  I  cannot  omit  to  portray  the 
effect  produced  on  the  observer  by  the  happy  combination  under 
which  these  traits  were  so  grouped  and  confederated  in  his  per- 
son OS  to  be  mutual  complements  of  each  other.  Far  more  sig- 
nificant  than  any  single  quality  of  his  mind,  remarkable  ns  some 
of  his  qnalities  were,  was  the  admirable  equipoise  which  kept  the 
forces  of  his  nature  from  all  interference  with  the  normal  develop- 
ment of  an  integral  manhood.  He  was  courtly  in  his  manners,, 
bat  it  was  the  courtliness  which  springs  from  "high  thoughts 
Beated  in  a  heart  of  courtesy,"  and  had  no  trace  of  afl*ectation  or 
artificiality  ;  he  was  fostidious  in  his  literary  and  artistic  tastes^ 
^ut  he  had  none  of  that  dilettantism  which  is  "  fine  by  defect 
»nd  delicately  weak;"  he  was  imbued  with  a  simplicity  of  heart 
25 
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which  left  him  absolatelj  without  guile,  yet  he  was  si 
protect  himself  against  the  arts  of  the  designing ;  he  wi 
in  his  sense  of  honor  without  being  censorious ;  he  was 
lent  yet  inflexibly  just ;  quick  in  perception  yet  calm 
ment  and  patient  of  labor ;  tenacious  of  right  without  be 
troversial ;  benignant  in  his  moral  opinions  yet  never  se 
truth  ;  endowed  with  a  strong  imagination  yet  evermore 
it  the  handmaid  of  his  reason;  a  prince  among  men  yet 
the  slightest  alloy  of  arrogance  in  the  fine  gold  of  his 
intellect ;  in  a  word,  good  in  all  his  greatness,  he  wai 
same  time,  great  in  all  his  goodness.  Such  are  the  lir 
of  human  excellence  in  most  of  its  mortal  exhibitions  tl 
scendent  powers  of  mind,  or  magnificent  displays  of  virtue 
in  a  single  direction,  are  often  found  to  owe  their  ''  splem 
mity"  to  what  Isaac  Taylor  has  called  *•  the  spoliation 
spurned  and  forgotten  qualities,"  which  are  sacrificed  in 
suit  of  a  predominant  taste,  or  an  overmastering  ambitioi 
"  infirmities  of  genius"  often  attest  in  their  subjects  the 
of  a  mental  or  moral  atrophy,  which  has  hindered  the  f 
development  of  one  or  more  among  their  mental  an 
powers.  But  in  Professor  Henry  no  one  quality  of  mind 
seemed  to  be  in  excess  or  deficiency  as  compared  with  1 
All  were  fused  together  into  a  compactness  of  structure  ai 
geneity  of  parts  which  gave  to  each  the  strength  and  g 
parted  by  an  organic  union.  And  hence,  while  he  was 
a  philosopher  he  was  greater  as  a  man,  for,  laying  as  h 
the  services  of  his  scientific  life  on  the  altar  of  a  pure,  c 
and  dignified  manhood,  we  must  hold  that  the  altar  whi 
tified  his  gifts  was  greater  than  even  the  costliest  offering 
upon  it. 

It  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  close  this  paper 
referring  to  the  religious  life  and  opinions  of  Prof.  Henr] 
moral  height  and  beauty  he  stood  like  the  palm  tree,  ta 
and  symmetrical,  it  is  because  a  deep  religious  faith 
tap-root  of  his  character.     He  was,  on  what  he  conceiv 

*  The  phrase,  as  originally  applied  by  Taylor,  Is  descriptive  c 
incomplete  ethical  systems,  but  it  is  equally  applicable  to  certai 
ezemplifirations  of  human  character,  in  which  ''the  strength 
materials  of  sis  parts  of  morality  have  been  brought  together  n 
to  constrnot  a  seventh  part." 
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rational  grounds,  a  thorough  believer  in  theism.  I  do  not  think 
be  would  have  said,  with  Bacon,  that  he  "had  rather  believe  all 
the  fables  in  the  Legend,  the  Talmud,  and  the  Alcoran,  than  that 
this  universal  frame  is  without  a  mind,''  for  he  would  have  held 
that  in  questions  of  this  kind  we  should  ask  not  what  we  would 
'' rather  believe/'  but  what  seems  to  be  true  on  the  best  evidence 
before  us.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  saying  that,  next  to  the  be- 
lief in  his  own  existence,  was  his  belief  in  the  existence  of  other 
minds  like  his  own,  and  from  these  fixed,  indisputable  points,  he 
reasoned,  by  analogy,  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  an  Almighty 
Mind  pervading  the  universe.  But  when  from  the  likeness  be- 
tween this  Infinite  Mind  and  the  finite  minds  made  in  His  image, 
it  was  sought,  by  a  priori  logic,  or  by  any  preconceived  notions 
of  man,  to  infer  the  methods  of  the  Divine  working,  or  the  final 
causes  of  things,  he  suspected  at  once  the  intrusive  presence  of  a 
false,  as  well  as  presumptuous,  philosophism,  and  declined  to  yield 
his  mind  an  easy  prey  to  its  blandishments.  To  his  eyes  much 
of  the  free  and  easy  teleology,  with  which  an  under-wise  and  not 
over-reverent  sciolism  is  wont  to  interpret  the  Divine  counsels 
and  judgments,  seemed  little  better  than  a  Brocken  phantom — 
the  grotesque  and  distorted  image  of  its  own  authors,  projected 
on  mist  and  cloud,  and  hence  very  far  from  being  the  inscrutable 
teleology  of  Him  whose  glory  it  is  to  conceal  a  thing,  and  whose 
ways  are  oftea  past  finding  out,  because  His  understanding  is 
infinite. 

As  Prof.  Henry  was  a  believer  in  theism,  so  also  was  he  a 
believer  in  Revealed  Religion — in  Christianity.  He  had  not 
made  a  study  of  systematic,  or  of  dogmatic,  theology,  as  they  are 
taught  in  the  schools,  and  still  less  was  the  interest  he  took  in 
polemical  divinity,  but  he  did  have  a  theology  which,  for  practical 
life,  is  worth  them  all — the  theology  of  a  profound  religious  expe- 
rience. He  was  a  fresh  illustration  of  Neander's  favorite  saying  : 
Pectus  facil  theologum.  The  adaptation  of  the  Christian  scheme 
to  the  moral  wants  of  the  human  soul  was  the  palmary  proof  on 
which  he  rested  his  faith  in  the  superhuman  origin  of  that  scheme 
The  plan  had  to  him  the  force  of  a  theory  wnich  is  scientific  in 
its  exact  conformity  to  the  moral  facts  it  explains,  when  these 
facts  are  properly  known  and  fplly  understood. 

Hence  he  was  little  troubled  with  the  modern  conflict  between 
science  and  religion.     History,  as  well  as  reason  and  faith,  was 
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here  his  teacher.  He  saw  that  the  Christian  choreh  had 
passed  through  many  epochs  of  transition,  and  that  the 
incident  to  buch  transition  periods  tuid  only  brushed  ai 
incrustations  of  theological  error,  and  heigliteued  the  br 
of  theological  truth.  In  a  world  where  ttio  different  I 
and  departments  of  human  knowledge  are  not  pushed 
pari  panisu — where  "knowledge  comes  but  wis^dom  liu 
he  held  it  nothing  strange  that  the  Bcientilic  man  &hou] 
times  be  unintelligible  to  the  theologlau,  and  the  tlioologi 
telligible  to  the  scientific  man.  He  bilicned,  with  the  t 
tan,  that  **  the  Lord  has  more  truth  yet  to  breuk  out  of  J 
word"  than  the  systematic  theologian  is  alviajs  ready  tc 
and  as  the  humble  minister  and  interpreter  of  nature,  he 
tain  that  the  scientific  man  has  much  truth  to  kfirn  of  \ 
is  not  yet  aware.  There  must  needs  be  fermeotation 
thought,  as  in  new  wine,  but  the  vitiiajsje  of  the  brain, 
vintage  of  the  grape,  is  only  the  better  for  a  process  whic 
impurities  to  the  surface,  where  they  may  Ug  eeunimod 
settles  the  lees  at  the  bottom,  where  tliey  oaglit  to  b 
under  the  figure  oi  a  vintage  that  Baeon  deseribL^s  the  e 
result  of  a  successful  inductive  process.  When  this  pro 
been  completed  in  any  direction,  it  n^ main 9  fur  a  widei 
and  reconciling  philosophy  to  bring  the  otiier  departi 
knowledge  into  logical  relation  and  eorrespondonce  with 
outlook  that  has  been  gained  on  uatare  and  its  phenome 

Erasmus  tells  us  in  his  Praise  of  Folly.  Jiitngling  m 
the  truth  of  his  criticism,  that  in  order  to  uuderstiind  the 
tic  theology  of  his  day,  it  was  necessary  to  spr.nd  aix*ai 
years  in  the  study  of  Aristotle's  physicss^  and  of  the  doc! 
the  Scotists.  What  a  purification  of  method  1ms  been  wr 
theology  since  the  times  of  Erasmus  f  And  for  that  pui 
the  Church  is  largely  indebted  to  the  methodology  of 
science,  in  clearing  up  the  thoughts,  and  ratronalizing  1 
lectual  processes  of  men.  The  gain  for  sound  theologj 
unspeakable,  and  amply  repays  her  for  the  hcavj  bag] 
has  dropped  by  the  way  at  the  challenge  of  science — 
which  only  impeded  her  march,  without  reinforcing  her  t 

Hence,  as  a  Christian  philosopjier,  Prof  Henry  ncvor 
necessary  to  lower  the  scientific  flaj^  in  order  to  coneiUnt 
scurantist  theology,  and  he  never  lowered  the  Christ! a 
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order  to  conciliate  those  who  woald  erect  the  scientific  standard 
over  more  territory  than  they  have  conquered.  He  had  none  of 
that  spirit  which  would  rather  be  wrong  with  Plato  than  right 
with  anybody  else.  He  wanted  to  follow  wherever  truth  was  in 
the  van.  But  better  than  most  men,  I  think,  he  knew  how  to 
discriminate  between  what  a  British  scholar  calls  the  duty  of 
''following  truth  wherever  it  leads  us,  and  the  duty  of  yielding 
to  the  immediate  pressure  of  an  argument."  He  saw,  as  the  same 
writer  adds,  that  for  whole  generations  ''the  victory  of  argument 
may  sway  backwards  and  forwards,  like  the  fortune  of  single 
battles,"  but  the  victory  of  truth  brings  in  peace,  and  a  peace 
which  comes  to  stay.  He  swept  the  scene  of  conflict  with  the 
field-glass  of  a  commander-in-chief,  and  did  not  set  up  his  trophies 
because  of  a  brilliant  skirmish  on  the  picket  lines  of  science.  But 
he  believed  in  the  picket  line,  and  rejoiced  in  every  sharpshooter 
y/irho  fought  with  loyalty  to  truth  in  the  forefront  of  the  scientific 
army. 

A  man  of  faith.  Prof.  Henry  was  a  man  of  prayer.  But  his 
Tiews  of  prayer  were  perhaps  peculiar  in  their  spirituality.  There 
-wsis  nothing  mechanical  or  formal  in  his  theory  of  this  religious 
exercise.  He  held  that  it  was  the  duty  and  privilege  of  enlight- 
ened Christians  to  live  in  perpetual  commnnion  with  the  xVl mighty 
Spirit,  and  in  this  sense  to  pray  without  ceasing.  Work  was 
"worship,  if  conducted  in  this  temper.  Ho  accepted  all  the  appoint- 
ments of  nature  and  Providence  as  the  expressions  of  Infinite 
"Wisdom,  and  so  in  everything  gave  thanks.*     He  believed  that 

*  The  "  sweet  reasonableness**  into  which  he  hnd  schooled  his  temper 
^ras  manifested  hy  the  great  trial  which  befell  him  in  the  year  1865,  when 
tlie  Smithsonian  bailding  saffered  from  the  ravages  of  a  fire,  which  de- 
Btroyed  all  the  letters  written  down  to  that  date  by  Prof.  Henry,  as 
Bmitbsouian  Secretary,  in  reply  to  innnmerable  qnestions  relating  to 
Almost  every  department  of  knowledge.  Besides,  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Institution  in  manascript,  nearly  ready  for  the  press,  a  valuable  col- 
lection of  papers  on  meteoroloflry,  with  written  memoranda  of  his  own  to 
Aid  in  their  digest,  and  countless  minutes  of  scientific  researches  which 
lie  purposed  to  make,  all  perished  in  the  flames.  Yet  he  was  morn  con- 
oemed  abont  the  loss  of  Bishop  Johns*s  library,  which  had  been  entrnsted 
to  his  care,  than  about  the  loss  of  his  own  papers  and  records.  Referring 
to  the  latter  in  a  letter  written  to  his  friend.  Dr.  Torrey,  a  few  days  after 
the  fire,  he  held  the  following  lani^nage ;  "A  few  years  ago  such  a  calamity 
wonid  have  paralyzed  me  for  fntnre  eflforts.  but  in  my  present  view  of  life 
I  take  it  as  the  dispensation  of  a  kind  and  wise  Providence,  and  tmst  that 
It  will  work  to  my  spiritual  advantage.** 
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familiarity  with  the  order  of  nature  and  scientific  assarac 
QDiformitj  need  not  and  should  not  tend  to  extinguish  the 
or  abolish  the  motives  of  prayer  by  seeming  to  imply  its 
but  should  rather  tend  to  parify  and  exalt  the  objects  of 
The  savage  prays  to  his  idol,  that  he  may  have  success  ii 
his  enemies.  The  Hottentot  whips  and  worships  bis 
blind  but  eager  quest  of  some  sensual  boon,  that  he  may  ( 
it  upon  his  lusts.  The  prayers  of  the  Yedic  Books  are  tl 
ish  prayers  of  an  unsplritual  and  childish  people.  ''The, 
says  Max  Mtiller,  ''for  the  playthiugs  of  life,  for  hou 
homes,  for  cows  and  horses,  and  they  plainly  tell  the  gc 
if  they  will  only  be  kind  and  gracious  they  will  rece 
offerings  in  return."  And  do  we,  asks  the  critic  of  c< 
tive  religions,  we  Christians  of  this  nineteenth  centui 
we  do  much  otherwise,"  if  regard  be  had  to  the  qu 
our  petitions?  Prof.  Henry  held  that  it  was  both  the  d 
privilege  of  enlightened  Christians  to  "do  much  otheni* 
praying  preeminently,  if  not  exclusively,  for  spiritual  bl 
And  hence  he  held  that  the  highest  natural  philosophy  C( 
with  the  highest  Christian  faith  to  transfer  the  religious  tl 
feelings,  and  aspirations  of  man  more  and  more  from  thii 
to  things  unseen,  and  from  things  temporal  to  things 
This  view  of  his  had  nothing  of  quietism  or  of  mysticis 
Still  less  was  it  the  expression  of  an  apathetic  stoicism, 
only  the  philosopher's  way  of  praying  to  the  great  All 
in  the  spirit  of  St.  Augustine,  **Da  quodjubes,  eljuhe  qu 
I  have  made  this  reference  to  the  opinions  of  Prof.  H 
the  relations  of  science  to  religion,  as  also  on  the  rela 
natural  philosophy  to  prayer,  not  only  for  the  light  they 
the  character  of  the  man,  but  also  for  a  reason  which  is 
to  this  Society,  and  which  it  may  be  a  matter  of  interest 
to  know.  Immediately  after  his  last  unanimous  electioi 
president  of  our  Society,  he  communicated  to  me  his  pui 
make  the  relations  of  science  and  religion,  as  also  the  true 
of  prayer,  the  subject  of  his  annual  presidential  addre 
gave  me  an  outline  of  the  views  he  intended  to  submi 
have  here  given  but  a  brief  r^sumi  of  them,  according 
recollections  of  the  colloquy,  which  was  only  one  of  many 
conferences  previously  had  on  the  same  high  themes, 
that  it  would  be,  perhaps,  the  last  time  he  should  ever  b 
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to  deliyer  a  presidential  address  before  the  Society  he  so  much 
loved,  and  that  he  wished  to  speak  as  became  an  hamble  patron 
of  Science,  believing  fully  in  her  high  mission,  and  at  the  same 
time  as  an  humble  Christian,  believing  fully  in  the  fundamental 
troths  of  Revelation.  That  he  was  not  able  to  fulfil  this  purpose 
will  be  as  much  a  source  of  regret  to  you  as  it  is  to  me,  but  when 
I  compare  the  valediction  which  it  was  in  his  heart  to  utter,  with 
the  peaceful  end  which  came  a  few  months  later  to  crown  his  days 
with  the  halo  of  a  finished  life,  I  console  myself  with  the  thought 
that  no  last  words  of  his  were  needed  to  seal  on  our  hearts  the 
lesson  taught  by  his  long  and  splendid  career.  Being  dead  he 
yet  speaketh. 

It  is,  indeed,  the  shadow  of  a  great  affliction  which  his  death 
has  cast  upon  our  Society,  but  the  light  of  his  life  pierces  through 
the  darkness,  and  irradiates  for  us  all  the  paths  of  duty  and  labor, 
of  honor  and  purity,  of  truth  and  righteousness,  in  which  he 
walked  with  an  eye  that  never  blenched  and  a  foot  that  never 
faltered.  We  shall  not  see  his  face  any  more,  beaming  with 
gladness  and  with  the  mild  splendor  of  chastened  intellect,  but 
we  shall  feel  his  spiritual  presence  whenever  we  meet  in  this  hall. 
We  shall  never  hear  his  voice  again,  but  its  clear  and  gentle  tones, 
as  from  yonder  chair  he  expounded  to  us  the  mysteries  of  nature, 
will  re-echo  in  the  chambers  of  memory  with  only  a  deeper  import, 
How  that  he  has  gone  to  join  the  ''dead  but  sceptred  sovereigns 
who  still  rule  our  spirits  from  their  orns," 
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A  MEMOIR  OP  JOSEPH  HENRY. 


A  SKETCH  OP  HIS  SCIENTIFIC  WORK.* 


To  cherish  with  affectionate  regard  the  memory  of  the  ve 
dead  is  not  more  grateful  to  the  feelings,  than  to  recall  t 
cellences  and  to  retrace  the  stages  and  occasions  of  tbei 
lectual  conquests  is  instructive  to  the  reason.  Few  lives 
the  century  are  more  worthy  of  admiration,  more  eleva 
contemplation,  or  more  entitled  to  commemoration,  than 
our  late  most  honored  and  beloved  president — Joseph  Hi 

Distinguished  by  the  extent  of  his  varied  and  solid  le 
possessing  a  wide  range  of  mental  activity,  so  great  w 
modesty  and  self-reserve,  that  only  by  the  accidental 
occasion  would  even  an  intimate  friend  sometimes  discov 
surprise  the  fulness  of  his  information  and  the  soundness 
philosophy,  in  some  quite  unsuspected  direction.  Rem 
for  his  self-control,  he  was  no  less  characterized  by  the  f 
of  self-assertion.  Ever  warmly  interested  in  the  deveh 
and  advancement  of  the  young,  he  was  a  patient  listener 
trials  of  the  disappointed,  and  a  faithful  guide  to  the  aspi 
of  the  ambitious.  Generous  without  ostentation,  he  was 
ready  to  assist  the  deserving — by  services — by  counsel — b) 
exertions  in  their  behalf. 

In  his  own  pursuits  Truth  was  the  supreme  object  of 
gard, — the  sole  interest  and  incentive  of  his  investigation 
in  its  prosecution  he  brought  to  bear  in  equable  comb 
qualities  of  a  high  order;  quickness  and  correctness  of  ; 
tion,  inventive  ingenuity  in  experimentation,  logical  precii 
deduction,  perseverance  in  exploration,  sagacity  in  inte 
tion.f 

*  A  large  portion  of  the  followiiifr  diBoonrpe  (inolading  nearly  tb 
of  the  section  on  thn  **  Adniiuistration  of  the  Siiiith.sonian  ln:iliti 
was  necessarily  omitted  on  the  occasion  of  its  delivery. 

t  Henry's  tribute  to  Peltier,  seeDis  pecaliarly  spplicabln  to  1 
'*  H**  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  mental  cliarautertstics  n« 
for  a  sncuessfal  scientific  discoverer;  an  ima^rination  always  a( 
snguestiog  hypotlieses  for  tlie  explanation  of  the  plienomena  nndei 
tigation,  and  a  louical  faculty  never  at  fault  in  deducing  cnusei 
from  the  suggestions  best  caloalated  to  bring  them  to  the  test  of 
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EARLY  CAREER. 

Of  Henry's  early  struggles, — of  the  youthful  traits  which  might 
afford  us  clue  to  his  manhood's  character  and  successes,  we  have 
but  little  preserved  for  the  future  biographer.  Deprived  of  his 
father  at  an  early  age,  he  was  the  sole  care  and  the  sole  comfort 
of  his  widowed  mother.  Carefully  nurtured  in  the  stringent 
principles  of  a  devout  religious  faith,  he  adhered  through  life  to 
the  traditions  and  to  the  convictions  derived  from  his  honorable 
Scottish  ancestry. 

As  a  youth  he  was  by  no  means  precocious, — as  seldom  have 
been  those  who  have  left  a  permanent  influence  on  their  kind. 
He  seems  to  have  felt  no  fondness  for  his  early  schools,  and  to 
have  shown  no  special  aptitude  for  the  instructions  they  afforded. 
Like  many  another  unpromising  lad,  he  followed  pretty  much  his 
own  devices,  unconcerned  as  to  the  development  of  his  latent 
capabilities.  The  books  he  craved  were  not  the  books  his  school- 
teachers set  before  him.  The  novel  and  the  play  interested  and 
absorbed  the  active  fancy  naturally  so  exuberant  in  youth  ;  and 
the  indications  from  his  impulsive  temperament  were  that  he 
would  probably  become  a  poet — a  dramatist — or  an  actor. 

He  was  however  from  his  childhood's  years  a  close  observer — 
both  of  nature,  and  of  the  peculiarities  of  his  fellows :  and  one 
characteristic  early  developed  gave  form  and  color  to  his  mental 
disposition  throughout  later  years, — an  unflagging  energy  of 
purpose. 

About  the  year  1814,  while  a  boy  of  still  indefinite  aims  and 
of  almost  as  indefinite  longings,  having  been  confined  to  the 
house  for  a  few  days,  in  consequence  of  an  accidental  injury,  his 
restless  attention  happened  to  be  drawn  to  a  small  volume  on 
Natural  Philosophy,  casually  left  lying  on  a  table  by  a  boarder  in 
the  house.  Listlessly  he  opened  it  and  read.  Before  he  reached 
the  third  page,  he  became  profoundly  interested  in  the  statement 
of  some  of  the  enigmas  of  the  great  sphinx — Nature.  A  new 
world  seemed  opening  to  his  inquisitive  eyes.  Eagerly  on  he 
read, — intent  to  find  the  hidden  meanings  of  phenomena  which 
hitherto  covered  by  the  "veil  of  familiarity"  had  never  excited  a 
passing  wonder  or  a  doubting  question.  Was  it  possible  ever  to 
discover  the  real  causes  of  things?  Here  was  a  new  Ideal — if 
severer,  yet  grander  than  that  of  art.  He  no  lonjrer  read  with  the 
languid  enjoyment  of  a  passive  recipient;  he  felt  the  new  neces- 
sity of  reaching  out  with  all  the  faculties  of  a  thinker,  with  all  the 

«nce;  an  inrention  ever  ferl11«  In  devisini;  apparntnn  ax\(\  other  means  by 
whirli  the  tnst  oonid  be  applied;  and  finally  a  moral  oon^ititntion  which 
Bonglit  only  the  dlscorery  of  truth,  and  conld  alone  be  satisfied  with  ita 
ttlainment."     {Smithsonian  Report  for  1867,  p.  158.) 
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activity  of  a  co-worker.*  For  the  first  time  he  realized  (t 
with  no  coD8cioQS  expression  of  the  thought)  that  there  is- 
speak, — ail  imagination  of  the  intellect,  as  well  as  of  the  em< 
soul ; — that  lYuth  has  its  palaces  no  less  gorgeous — uo  les 
derful  than  those  reared  by  fancy  iu  homage  to  the  Beauh 

The  owner  of  the  book  observing  the  close  application 
boy,  very  kindly  presented  it  to  him;f  and  the  thankful  n 
many  years  afterward  placed  upon  the  inside  of  its  front 
the  following  memorandum : — 

"This  book  although  by  no  means  a  profound  work,  has 
Providence  exerted  a  remarkable  influence  on  my  life.  I 
dentally  fell  into  my  hands  when  I  was  about  sixteen  yea 
and  was  the  first  book  I  ever  read  with  attention.  It  ope 
me  a  new  world  of  thought  and  enjoyment;  invested  things 
almost  unnoticed,  with  the  highest  interest;  fixed  my  m 
•the  study  of  nature ;  and  caused  me  to  resolve  at  the  t 
reading  it,  that  1  would  immediately  commence  to  devote  i 
to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  J. 

The  new  impulse  was  not  a  momentary  fascination.  T 
forward  the  novel  was  thrown  aside,  and  poesy  neglected ;  t 
to  his  latest  day  a  sterling  poem  never  failed  to  strongly  ii 
bim.  As  it  dawned  upon  his  reason  that  the  foundation 
coveted  knowledge  must  be  the  studies  he  had  thought 
some,  he  at  once  determined  to  repair  as  far  as  possiDlc  his 
time,  (being  then  an  apprentice  to  his  cousin  John  F.  I 
Watch-maker  and  Silver-smith  in  Albany,)  by  taking  e 
lessons  from  two  of  the  Professors  in  the  Albany  Aca 
applying  himself  diligently  to  geometry  and  mechanics, 
here  shone  out  that  strength  of  will  which  enabled  him 
above  the  harassing  obstacle  of  the  res  angusta  domi,  W 
consent  of  his  employer,  so  soon  as  he  felt  able,  (althougl 
mere  boy,)  he  managed  to  procure  a  position  as  teache 
country  school,  where  for  seven  months  successfully  instr 
boys  not  much  younger  than  himself,  in  what  he  had  ac( 
he  was  enabled  by  rigid  economy  to  take  a  regular  coi 
instruction  at  the  Albany  Academy.  Again  returning 
school-teaching,  he  furnished  himself  with  the  means  of  cc 
ing  his  studies  at  the  Academy ;  tvhere  learning  that  th 
important  key  to  the  accurate  knowledge  of  nature's  la^ 

♦  "  Tb«»re  1§  a  great  diff«»r«nc«  between  reading  and  ittudy,  or  1 
the  indolent  reofption  of  knowledge  withont  labor,  and  tliat  effort 
wliioh  Is  always  necefi^ary  in  order  to  seonre  an  important  tri 
makM  it  fnlly  onr  own."  J.  Henrjr.  {Agricultural  Report  of  tbe 
Offl.e.  for  1857,  p.  421.) 

t  The  title  of  thin  book  is  "Leotnres  on  BzpeHmental  Philosop 
tronomy,  and  Chemistry:  by  G.  Grejjory,  P.D.,  Vicar  of  W^ 
12mo.  London,  1808.  The  owner  of  the  Itook  was  a  yonn^  8cr 
nam«*d  Robert  Royle ;  who  was  one  of  the  boarders  at  bit  mother' 
in  Albany,  N.  T. 
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fomiliaritj  with  the  logical  processes  of  the  higher  mathematics, 
he  resolutely  set  himself  to  work  to  master  the  intricacies  of  the 
differential  calculus. 

Having  finished  his  academic  course  and  passed  with  honor 
'through  his  examinations,  he  then  through  the  warm  recommen- 
dation of  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck — the  distinguished  Principal  of 
the  Academy,  obtained  a  position  as  private  tutor  in  the  family 
of  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.*  As  this  duty  did  not  exact 
more  than  about  three  hours  a  day  of  his  attendance,  he  applied 
his  ample  leisure  (having  in  view  the  medical  profession) — partly 
to  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Beck  in  his  chemical  experiments,  and 
partly  to  the  study  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  under  Doctors 
Tully  and  Marsh. 

His  devotion  to  Natural  Philosophy  which  had  only  grown  and 
strengthened  with  his  own  growth  in  knowledge,  led  him  con- 
stantly to  repeat  any  unusual  experiment  as  soon  as  reported  in 
the  foreign  scientific  journals ;  and  to  devise  new  modifications 
of  the  experiment  for  testing  more  fullj  the  range  and  operation 
of  its  fundamental  principles. 

Communications  to  the  Albany  Institute. — The  "Albany  In- 
stitute" was  organized  May  5th  1824,  by  the  union  of  two  older 
Societies;  with  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  as  its  Presi- 
dent :f  and  young  Henry  became  at  once  an  active  member: 
though  with  his  modest  estimate  of  his  own  attainments,  he 
preferred  the  part  of  listener  and  acquirer,  to  that  of  seeming 
instructor,  till  urged  by  those  who  knew  him  best  to  add  his 
contributions  to  the  general  garner. 

Henry's  first  communication  to  the  Institute  was  read  October 
30th  1824  (at  the  age  of  about  twenty-six  years)  and  was  *'0n 
the  chemical  and  mechanical  effects  of  steam:  with  experiments 
designed  to  illustrate  the  great  reduction  of  temperature  in  steam 
of  high  elasticity  when  suddenly  expanded. "{  From  the  stop- 
cock of  a  strongly  made  copper  vessel  in  which  steam  could  be 
safely  generated  under  considerable  pressure,  he  allowed  an  occa- 
sional escape ;  and  he  showed  by  holding  the  bulb  of  a  thermo- 
meter  in  the  jet  of  steam,  at  a  fixed  distance  (say  of  four  inches) 
from  the  orifice,  that  as  the  temperature  and  pressure  increased 
within  the  boiler,  the  indications  of  the  thermometer  without 
grew  lower; — the  expansion  and  consequent  cooling  of  the  escap- 

*  Presiding  Officer  of  the  original  Board  of  Traatees  of  the  Albany 
Acaawmj. 

t  The  Albany  Institute  reanlted  from  the  foRion  of  "The  Society  for  tlie 
I'romotion  of  Usefnl  Arta  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  organised  Feb.  1791 
incorporated  April  2nd  1804,)  and  the  "Albany  Lycenm  of  Natural  His- 
tory formed  and  incorporated  April  23rd  1823:  of  which  latter  society, 
o^»ry  had  lieeii  a  vnember. 

X  Trans.  Albany  Inst.  vol.  i.  part  2,  p.  30. 
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ing  steam  under  great  pressure,  increasing  in  a  higher  ratic 
the  increased  temperature  required  for  the  pressure.  And  I 
he  exhibited  the  striking  paradox,  that  the  jet  of  saturated 
from  a  boiler  will  not  scald  the  hand  exposed  to  it,  at  a  presi 
near  distance  fiom  the  try-cock,  provided  the  steam  be  suffic 
hot.* 

Prolific  and  skilful  in  devising  experiments,  Henry  deli 
in  making  evident  to  the  senses  the  principles  he  wished 
press  upon  the  mind.  Extending  the  law  of  cooling  by  expa 
from  steam  at  high  temperatures,  to  air  at  ordinary  tempera 
his  next  communication  to  the  Institute  (made  March  2ud  ] 
was  **0n  the  Production  of  Cold  by  the  Rarefaction  of 
As  before,  he  accompanied  his  remarks  Ji)y  several  charact^ 
exhibitions. 

''One  of  these  experiments  most  strikingly  illustrated  the 
reduction  of  temperature  which  takes  place  on  the  sudden 
faction  of  condensed  air.  Half  a  pint  of  water  was  poure 
a  strong  copper  vessel  of  a  globular  form,  and  having  a  ca 
of  five  gallons;  a  tube  of  one-fourth  of  an  inch  caliber  i 
number  of  holes  near  the  low^er  end,  and  a  stop-cock  attacl 
the  other  extremity,  was  firmly  screwed  into  the  neck  c 
vessel ;  the  lower  end  of  the  tube  dipped  into  the  water, 
number  of  the  holes  were  above  the  surface  of  the  liquid,  s 
a  jet  of  air  mingled  with  water  might  be  thrown  from  the 
tain.  The  apparatus  was  then  charged  with  condensed  c 
means  of  a  powerful  condensing  pump,  until  the  pressun 
estimated  at  nine  atmospheres.  During  the  condensatio 
vessel  became  sensibly  warm.  After  suffering  the  appara 
cool  down  to  the  temperature  of  the  room,  the  stop-cod 
opened:  the  air  rushed  out  with  great  violence,  carrying  v 
a  quantity  of  water,  which  was  instantly  converted  into 
After  a  few  seconds,  the  tube  became  filled  with  ice,  which  e 
entirely  stopped  the  current  of  air.  The  neck  of  the  vesst 
then  partially  unscrewed,  so  as  to  allow  the  condensed  air  t< 
out  around  the  sides  of  the  screw :  in  this  state  the  tempei 
of  the  whole  interior  atmosphere  was  so  much  reduced 
freeze  the  remaining  water  in  the  vessel ''f 

Although  the  principle  on  which  this  striking  result  wa<* 
was  not  at  that  time  new,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  the 


*  While  ft  requires  a  beat  of  2.'»0O  F.  to  peiiflr«t«  a  Pteam-prpusnn^ 
atiiiosplierHft  (/.«.  one  additional  to  tb«  existlnij),  250  biclmrwill  p 
a  presnurH  of  three  atiiiojipheres,  and  lOOO  higher,  (or  .S-WO  K.)  wHI  p 
a  preAMnre  of  nine  atmosplipreB :  the  cnrve  (by  r«K*tanira1ar  co-oni 
of  teniperatnre  and  pre»!»ar»»)  r«*8einb1ing  a  hyperbola.  Th«  fnc 
velo«-ity  at  high  preH^nre  prodnons  a  tnoWnlar  momentum  of  ezp 
carrylnjr  the  rarefaction  bnyond  the  limit  of  atmo«plit*rio  pn»«»«nrH ; 
the  ca8e  of  the  exposed  hand,  the  injected  air  oarrent  doubtless  a 
tlie  cooling  impreHMton. 

t  7Vaiis.  Albany  Inst.  vol.  i.  part  2,  p.  36. 
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particular  application,  thus  publicly  exhibited,  was  long  before 
any  of  the  numerous  patents  were  obtained  for  ice-making,  not  a 
few  of  which  adopted  substantially  the  same  process. 

Slate  Appointment  as  a  Civil  Engineer, — Through  the  friend- 
ship and  confidence  of  an  influential  judge,  Henry  received  about 
this  time  an  unexpected  offer  of  an  appointment  as  Engineer 
on  the  survey  of  a  route  for  a  road  through  the  State  of  JSaw 
York,  from  the  Hudson  river  on  the  east,  to  lake  Erie  on  the 
west.  The  proposal  was  too  tempting  to  his  natural  proclivities 
to  be  refused;  and  being  appointed,  he  embarked  upon  his  new 
and  arduous  duties  with  the  zeal  and  energy  which  were  so  pro- 
minent a  feature  of  his  character.  He  completed  the  survey  with 
credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  work.* 

So  attractive  appeared  the  profession  of  engineer  to  his  enter- 
prising disposition,  that  he  was  about  to  accept  the  directorship 
in  the  construction  of  a  canal  in  Ohio,  when  he  was  informed 
that  the  Chair  of  Mathematics  in  the  Albany  Academy  would 
soon  become  vacant,  and  that  his  own  name  had  already  been 
prominently  brought  forward  in  connection  with  the  position.  At 
the  urgent  solicitation  of  his  old  friend  and  former  teacher  Dr.  T. 
Romeyn  Beck,  he  consented  with  some  hesitation  to  signify  his 
willingness  to  accept  the  vacant  chair  if  appointed  thereto. 

Election  an  Professor  of  Mathematics. — In  the  spring  of  1826, 
Henry  was  duly  elected  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Albany  Academy 
to  the  Professorship  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  rhilosophy  in 
that  Institution.  As  the* duties  of  his  office  did  not  commence 
till  September  of  that  year,  he  was  allowed  a  practical  vacation  of 
about  five  months;  which  was  partly  occupied  with  a  geological 
exploration  in  the  adjoining  counties,  as  assistant  to  Professor 
Eaton,  of  the  Rensselaer  School,  and  partly  devoted  to  a  conscien- 
tious preparation  for  his  new  position. 

In  a  worldly  point  of  view,  this  variety  of  occupation  and  ver- 
satility of  adaptation  might  perhaps  be  regarded  as  unfavorable 
to  success.  As  a  method  of  culture,  it  was  of  unquestionable 
advantage  to  his  intellectual  powers.  A  hard  student,  with  great 
capacity  for  close  application,  he  accumulated  large  stores  of  in- 
formation: and  in  addition  to  his  constant  thirst  for  acquirement 
in  different  directions,  his  leisure  was  occupied  to  a  considerable 
extent  with  physical  and  cheniicnl  examinations.  On  the  21st  of 
March  1827.  he  delivered  before  the  Albany  Institute  a  lecture 
on  "Flame,"  accompanied  with  experiments.f 

*  In  a  popnlRr  Jnurnal  ("Thp  Roleotio  Mag«zinp»*)  it  1»  i^tated  :  "  His 
labnn*  ill  tlii^  work  w»»r«  HXceMincly  arduous  and  r«HponHil»l«.  Th;\v  fx- 
t«nd(4d  far  into  ttie  winter,  and  tli«  opHrations  were  carried  on  in  some 
iiiManceR  amid  dni^p  snows  in  prini»*val  forests." 

t  Trans,  Albany  Inst.  vol.  i.  part  2,  p.  59. 
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Meteorological  Work. — The  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
St4ite  o^  New  York,  endowed  by  the  State  Legislature  with  su- 
pervisory functions  over  the  public  educational  institutions  of  the 
State,  in  1825  established  a  system  of  meteorological  observation 
for  the  State,  by  supplying  to  each  of  the  Academies  incorporated 
bv  them,  a  thermometer  and  a  rain-gauge,  and  requiring  them  to 
keep  a  daily  register  of  prescribed  form,  to  entitle  them  to  their 
portion  of  the  literature  fund  of  the  State.  In  1827,  the  Hon. 
Simeon  De  Witt,  Chancellor  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  associated 
with  himself  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck  and  Professor  Henry  of  the 
Albany  Academy,  to  prepare  and  tabulate  the  results  of  these 
observations.  The  first  Abstract  of  these  collections  (for  the 
year  1828)  comprised  tabulations  of  the  monthly  and  yearly 
means  of  temperature,  wind,  rain,  etc.,  at  all  the  stations,  an 
account  of  meteorological  incidents  generally,  and  a  table  of 
"  Miscellaneous  Observations"  on  the  dates  of  notable  phases  of 
organic  phenomena  connected  with  climatic  conditions.  These 
annual  Abstracts,  to  which  Henry  devot«d  a  considerable  share 
of  his  attention,  were  continued  throngh  a  series  of  years  and 
were  published  in  the  "Annual  Reports  of  the  Regents  of  the 
University  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.*  The 
third  Abstract  (for  1830)  includes  an  accurate  tabulation  by 
Henry  of  the  Latitudes,  Longitudes,  and  Elevations  of  all  the 
meteorological  stations;  over  forty  in  number. 

ELECTRICAL  RESEARCHES  AT  ALBANY;  FROM  1827-1835. 

Of  Henry's  distinguished  success  as  a  lecturer  and  teacher, 
in  imparting  to  his  pupils  a  portion  of  his  own  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness in  the  pursuit  of  scientific  knowledge,  as  well  as  in  winning 
their  affection  and  in  inspiring  their  esteem,  it  is  not  designed 
here  to  discourse ;  but  rather  of  his  solitary  labors  outside  of  his 
professional  occupation  in  eommunicating  and  difi'nsing  knowl- 
edge. Very  shortly  after  his  occupation  of  the  academic  cliair 
of  mathematics  and  physics,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  ex- 
perimental study  of  that  mysterious  agency — electricity.  Profes- 
sor Schweigger  of  Halle,  had  improved  on  (Ersted's  galvanic 
indicator  (of  a  single  wire  circuit)  by  giving  the  insulated  wire  a 
number  of  turns  around  an  elongated  frame  longitudinally  enclos- 
ing the  compass  needle,  and  by  thus  multiplying  the  effect  of  the 
galvanic  circuits,  had  converted  it  into  a  real  measuring  instra- 
ment — a  **  galvanometer."!   Ampere  and  Arago  of  Paris,  develop- 

*  Reports  ofRegenU,  &o.  Albany,  vol.  i.  1829-1835. 

t  The  name  of  Oalvani  (aa  original  dMco^drttr  of  obAmIco.«I<Hstrlolt7) 
ffl  usually  retained  to  d**fiign  te  both  the  onrrent  and  \U  generator;  nU 
tboagh  the  cheinico-eleotrfo  pilean<i  battery  were  really  fin>t  con  rtc**d  by 
Volta  in  1800.  In  the  ^anie  manner  Oersted  in  generally  accounted  the 
disooverer  of  electro-magnetism,  although  he  never  devised  an  eleotro- 
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iDg  (Ersted's  announcement  of  the  torsional  or  equatorial  reaction 
between  a  galvanic  conductor  and  a  magnetic  needle,  had  found 
that  a  circulating  galvanic  current  was  capable  not  only  of  de- 
flecting a  suspended  magnet,  but  of  generating  magnetism — per- 
manently in  sewing  needles,  and  temporarily  in  pieces  of  iron 
wire,  when  placed  within  a  glass  tube  around  which  the  conjunc- 
tive wire  of  the  battery  had  been  wound  in  a  loose  helix;  and  had 
thus  created  the  "  electro-magnet."*  The  scientific  world  was  just 
aroused  to  the  close  interrogation  of  this  new  marvel,  each  ques- 
tioner eager  to  ascertain  its  most  efficient  conditions,  and  to  in- 
crease its  manifestations.  William  Sturgeon  of  Woolwich,  Eng- 
land, had  extended  the  discoveries  of  Ampere  and  Arago,  by 
dispensing  with  the  glass  tube,  constructing  a  "horse-shoe"  bar 
of  soft  iron  (after  the  form  of  the  usual  permanent  magnet)  coated 
with  a  non-conducting  substance,  and  winding  the  copper  conjunc- 
tive wire  directly  upon  the  horse-shoe ;  and  had  thus  produced  the 
^ratefficienl  electro-magnet ; — capable  of  sustainingseveral  pounds 
by  its  armature,  when  duly  excited  by  the  galvanic  current.  He 
had  also  greatly  improved  lecture-room  apparatus  for  illustrating 
the  electro-magnetic  reactions  of  rotations,  etc.,  (where  a  perma- 
nent magnet  is  employed)  by  introducing  stronger  magnets,  and 
thereby  succeeding  in  exhibiting  the  phenomena  on  a  larger 
scale,  with  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  battery  power. f 

Faraday  had  not  yet  commenced  the  series  of  researches  which 
in  after  years  so  illumined  his  name,  when  Henry  published  his 
first  contribution  to  electrical  science,  in  a  communication  read 
before  the  Albany  Institute,  October  10th,  1827,  **0n  some  Modi- 
fications of  the  Electro- Magnetic  Apparatus."  From  his  experi- 
mental investigations  he  was  enabled  to  exhibit  all  the  class 
illustrations  attempted  by  Sturgeon,  on  even  a  still  larger  and 
more  conspicuous  scale,  with  the  employment  of  very  weak  magnets 
(where  required),  and  with  a  still  further  considerable  reduction 
of  the  battery  power.  These  quite  striking  and  unexpected  results 
were  obtained  by  the  simple  expedient  of  adopting  in  every  case 
where  single  circuits  had  previously  been  used,  the  manifold  coil 
of  fine  wire  which  Schweigger  had  employed  to  increase  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  galvanometer.     He  remarks: — 

magnet;  and  appears  not  to  have  heon  the  first  even  to  disoover  the 
dlreotiTe  iiiflaenon  of  a  onrrnnt  on  a  mai^nptio  needle. 

*  AnnaUa  tie  Chin.ie  et  de  Phyxiq'ie,  1820,  vol.  xv.  pp.  93-100. 

t  Trann,  Soc,  E'iconrnffement  Arts,  etc.,  1825,  vol.  xllii.  pp.  38-52. 
This  battery  (of  a  single  eiement)  consiiited  **  of  two  fixed  hollow  conoen- 
trio  cylinders  of  thin  copper,  having  a  movable  cylinder  of  lino  placed 
between  them.  Its  superficial  area  is  only  130  square  inches,  and  it 
weighs  no  more  than  1  lb.  5  ozs."  Mr.  Rtnrgeon  was  deservedly  awarded 
the  Silver  Medal  of  the  Society  for  the  Rnoonrai^ement  of  Arts  etc.,  "  for 
his  improved  electro-magnetic  apparatns."  Described  also  in  Thomson'a 
AnnaU  of  Philos,,  Nov.  1826,  vol.  zii.,  new  series,  pp.  357-3(Jl. 
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"  Mr.  Sturgeon  of  Woolwich,  who  has  been  perhap 
most  successful  iu  these  iuiproveinents,  has  shown  tliat  a  i 
galvanic  power  is  not  essentially  necessary  even  to  exbib 
experiments  on  the  largest  scale.  .  .  .  Mr.  Sturgeon 'i 
of  apparatus,  though  superior  to  any  other  as  far  as  it  goes 
not  however  form  a  complete  set:  as  indeed  it  is  plain  tb 
principle  of  strong  magnets  cannot  be  introduced  into 
article  required,  and  particularly  into  those  intended  to  e 
the  action  of  the  earth's  magnetism  on  a  galvanic  current, 
operation  gf  two  conjunctive  wires  on  each  other.  Tc 
therefore  a  set  of  instruments  on  a  large  scale  that  will  illu 
all  the  facts  belonging  to  this  science,  with  the  least  expc 
galvanism,  evidently  requires  some  additional  modificat 
apparatus,  and  particularly  in  those  cases  in  which  po 
magnets  cannot  be  applied.  And  such  a  modification  appc 
me  to  be  obviously  pointed  out  in  the  construction  of  Pr< 
Schweigger's  Galvanic  Multiplier  :  the  principles  of  this  i 
ment  being  directly  applicable  to  all  the  experiments  in 
Mr.  Sturgeon's  improvement  fails  to  be  useful."* 

The  coils  employed  in  the  various  articles  of  apparato 
improved,  comprised  usually  about  twenty  turns  of  fine  < 
wire  wound  with  silk  to  prevent  metallic  contact,  the 
being  closely  bound  together.  To  exhibit  for  example  An 
ingenious  and  delicate  experiment  showing  the  directive 
of  the  earth  as  a  magnet  on  a  galvanic  current  when  it 
ductor  is  free  to  move,  (usually  a  small  wire  frame  w 
extremities  dipping  either  into  mercury  cups,  or  into  m 
channels,)  or  its  simpler  modification,  the  '*  ring"  of  De  Li 
(usually  an  inch  or  two  in  diameter  and  made  to  freel, 
with  its  galvanic  element  in  its  own  bath,)  the  effec 
strikingly  enhanced  by  Henry's  method  of  suspending  by 
thread  a  large  circular  coil  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  of 
wire  circuits  bound  together  with  ribbon, — the  extremities 
wire  protruding  at  the  lower  part  of  the  hoop,  and  soldere 
pair  of  small  galvanic  plates ; — when  by  simply  placing  a  ti 
of  acidulated  water  beneath,  the  hoop  at  once  assumed  (^ 
few  oscillations)  its  equatorial  position  transverse  to  the 
netic  meridian.  By  a  similar  arrangement  of  two  circulai 
of  different  diameters,  one  suspended  within  the  other.  Am 
fine  discovery  of  the  mutual  action  of  two  electric  currei 
each  other,  was  as  strikingly  displayed.  Such  was  the  cha 
of  demonstration  by  which  the  new  Professor  was  accustor 
make  visible  to  his  classes  the  principles  of  electro-magne 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  in  simplicity,  distinctness,  and  effic 
such  apparatus  for  the  lecture-room  was  far  superior  to 
the  kind  then  existing. 

*  Trans,  Albany  Inititute^  vol.  i.  pP-  22,  23. 
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Should  any  one  be  disposed  to  conclude  that  this  simple  ex- 
tension of  JSchweigger's  multiple  coil  was  unimportant  and  un- 
meritorious,  the  ready  answer  occurs,  that  talented  and  skilful 
electricians,  laboring  to  attain  the  result,  had  for  six  years 
failed  to  make  such  an  extension.  Nor  was  the  result  by  any 
means  antecedently  assured  by  Schweigger's  success  with  the 
galvanometer.  If  Sturgeon's  improvement  of  economizing  the 
battery  size  and  consumption,  by  increasing  the  magnet  factor 
(in  tliose  few  cases  where  available),  was  well  deserving  of 
reward,  surely  Henry's  improvement  of  a  far  greater  economy, 
by  increasing  the  circuit  factor  (entirely  neglected  by  Sturgeon) 
deserved  a  still  higher  applause. 

In  a  subsequent  communication  to  Silliman's  Journal,  Henry 
remarks  on  the  results  announced  in  October,  1827  : — "Shortly 
after  the  publication  mentioned,  several  other  applications  of  the 
coil,  besides  those  described  in  that  paper,  were  made  in  order 
to  increase  the  size  of  electro-magnetic  apparatus,  and  to 
diminish  the  necessary  galvanic  power.  The  most  interesting  of 
these  was  its  application  to  a  development  of  magnetism  in  soft 
iron,  much  more  extensive  than  to  my  knowledge  had  been  pre- 
viously effected  by  a  small  galvanic  element."  The  electro- 
magnet figured  and  described  by  Sturgeon,  (4n  his  communication 
of  iNovember,  1825,)  consisted  of  a  small  bar  or  stout  iron  wire 
bent  into  a  U  or  horse-shoe  form,  having  a  copper  wire  wound 
loosely  around  it  in  eighteen  turns,  with  the  ends  of  the  wire 
dipping  into  mercury  cups  connected  with  the  respective  poles  of 
a  battery  having  130  square  inches  of  active  surface.  This  was 
undoubtedly  the  most  efficient  electro-magnet  then  in  existence. 

In  June  of  1828,  Henry  exhibited  to  the  Albany  Institute  a 
small-sized  electro-magnet  closely  wound  with  silk-covered  cop- 
per wire  about  one-thirtieth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  By  thu» 
insulating  the  conducting  wire  instead  of  the  magnetic  bar  or 
core,  he  was  enabled  to  employ  a  compact  coil  in  close  juxtaposi- 
tion from  one  end  of  the  horse-shoe  to  the  other,  obtaining 
thereby  a  much  larger  number  of  circuits,  and  having  each  circuit 
more  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  magnetic  axis.  The  lifting 
power  of  this  magnet  is  not  stated,  though  it  must  obviously 
have  been  much  more  powerful  than  the  one  described  by 
Sturgeon. 

In  March  of  1829,  Henry  exhibited  to  the  Institute  a  some- 
what larger  magnet,  of  the  same  character.  "A  round  piece  of 
iron  about  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  was  bent  into  the 
usual  form  of  a  horse-shoe,  and  instead  of  loosely  coiling  around 
it  a  few  feet  of  wire,  as  is  usually  dpscribed,  it  was  tightly  wound 
with  35  feet  of  wire  covered  with  silk,  so  as  to  form  about  400 
turns :  a  pair  of  small  pralvanic  plates  which  could  be  dipped 
into  a  tumbler  of  diluted  acid,  was  soldered  to  the  ends  of  the 
wire,  and  the   whole  mounted  on  a  stand.     With  these  small 
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plates,  the  horse-shoe  became  much  more  powerfully  ma] 
than  another  of  the  same  size  (and  wound  in  the  usual  lua 
by  the  application  of  a  battery  composed  of  2S  plates  of  c 
and  zinc  each  8  inches  square.''  In  this  case  the  coil  was  \ 
upon  itself. 

Henry^s  ''QuarUHy^^  Magnet  compared  vrith  MolVs. — S 
after  this,  Dr.  G.  Moll,  (Professor  of  Natural  Philosop 
the  University  of  Utrecht,)  having  seen  in  England,  in 
an  electro-magnet  of  Sturgeon's  which  supported  nine  p 
from  its  armature,  ''determined  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
galvanic  apparatus;"  and  in  a  paper  published  in  1830 
marks:  "1  obtained  results  which  appear  astonishing,  aud 
as  far  as  the  intensity  of  magnetic  force  is  concerned,  alto^ 
new.  I  have  anxiously  looked  since  that  time  into  dii 
scientific  continental  and  English  journals,  without  finding 
further  attempt  to  extend  and  improve  Mr.  Sturgeon's  or 
experiment."  Moll's  horse-shoe  formed  of  a  round  bar  o 
about  1  inch  thick,  was  about  8J  inches  in  height,  and  ] 
wrapped  copper  wire  of  about  one-eighth  inch  diameter  < 
83  times  around  it.  The  weight  of  the  horse-shoe  and  wir 
about  5  pounds;  of  the  armature,  about  1^  pound;  and'v 
single  galvanic  pair  whose  acting  zinc  surface  was  abo 
square  feet,  the  electro-magnet  supported  about  50  pounds, 
cautious  additions,  the  load  could  be  increased  to  75  po 
An  additional  galvanic  pair  of  about  6  square  feet  was  a{ 
without  increasing  the  power  of  the  magnet.f 

As  soon  as  the  account  of  Moll's  magnet  reached  thiscoi 
Plenry  who  had  obtained  nnd  had  publicly  exhibited  nearl 
years  previously,  considerably  higher  results,  and  who  rej 
that  there  was  at  least  one  very  important  difference  of  com 
tion  between  his  own  mngnet  and  that  of  tire  Dutch  savan 
it  a  duty  at  once  to  publish  the  details  of  his  own  research 
a  more  public  form  : — which  he  accordingly  did  in  the  Jar 
number  of  Silliman's  American  Journal  of  Science  for  1 
(then  published  only  quarterly ;)  causing  a  copy  of  Prof 
Moll's  paper,  taken  from  Brewster's  Edinburgh  Journi 
Science  for  October  1830,  to  be  inserted  in  the  same  nuE 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  own  article  he  remarks:  "The 
effect  Professor  Moll's  paper  has  had  over  these  investigat 
lias  been  to  hasten  their  publication :  the  principle  on  v 
they  were  instituted  was  known  to  us  nearly  two  years  s 
and  at  that  time  exhibited  to  the  Albany  Institute." 

Tlie  magnet  which  he  had  subsequently  made,  consisted 
cylindrical  bar  of  iron  one-half  inch  in  diameter  and  aboi] 
inches  long,  bent  into  a  horse-shoe  and  closely  wound  with  se 

*  Bihfinthique  UnirernrUe,  1830,  call.  45,  p.  19. 
t  lirewster'd  Edinburyh  Jour.  Sci  Oct.  1830,  vol.  iii.  n.  i.  pp.  2('9 
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strands  of  fine  silk^eovered  wire,  each  about  30  feet  long ;  which 
arraogenicDt  when  placed  in  the  circuit  of  a  single  galvanic  pair 
whose  zinc  surface  was  6  inches  by  4  inchf^s  (one-sixth  of  a 
square  foot)  sustained  by  its  armature  "89  pounds,  or  more  than 
fifty  times  its  own  weight ;"  MolTs  highest  result  (of  which  he 
justly  felt  proud)  being  only  fifteen  times  the  weight  of  the 
magnet,  with  11  square  feet  of  zinc  surface.  While  Henry's 
magnet  had  the  practical  advantage  of  being  about  only  one-half 
the  size  of  Moll's — in  each  dimension,  (and  therefore  about  only 
one-eighth  its  weight  without  wrappings,)  yet  it  supported  more 
than  half  his  load:  (39  pounds  to  75  pounds.)  Moll  had  em- 
ployed a  single  copper  wire  one-eighth  inch  thick  and  about  22 
feet  long  :  Henry,  several  strand.s  each  about  one  thirty-sixth 
of  an  inch  thick,  and  30  feet  long; — the  former  making  83  turns 
around  the  iron  core, — the  latter,  several  hundred  turns.  But 
the  most  surprising  contrast  resulting  from  these  differences  was 
the  enormous  difference  of  battery-power  applied  ;  Moll  pushing 
his  up  to  17  square  feet, — Henry  reducing  his  to  one-sixth  of  one 
square  foot.  With  a  galvanic  element  reduced  to  two  and  a 
half  square  inches,  his  magnet  sustained  28  pounds;  or  more 
than  double  the  relative  duty  of  MolPs  at  its  highest  power. 
The  philosopher  of  Utrecht,  though  he  evidently  realized  with 
him  of  Albany,  the  importance  of  close  winding,  employed  but  a 
single  layer  of  coil.  The  latter,  by  means  of  well-considered  trials 
had  ascertained  the  great  increase  of  magnetic  force  resulting 
from  a  succession  of  coils. 

To  Henry  therefore  belongs  the  exclusive  credit  of  having  first 
constructed  the  magnetic  **  spool "  or  "  bobbin" :  that  form  of  coil 
since  universally  employed  for  every  application  of  electro-mag- 
netism, of  induction,  or  of  magneto-electrics.  This  was  his  first 
great  contribution  to  the  science  and  to  the  art  of  galvanic  mag- 
netization. It  may  be  very  confidently  affirmed  that  prior  to 
1829,  no  one  on  either  hemisphere  had  ever  thought  of  winding 
the  legs  of  an  electro-magnet  on  the  principle  of  the  *' bobbin"; 
and  that  not  till  after  the  publication  of  Henry's  method  in  Janu- 
ary of  1831,  was  it  ever  employed  by  any  European  physicist. 

"  These  experiments  conclusively  proved  that  a  great  develop- 
ment of  magnetism  could  be  effected  by  a  very  small  galvanic 
element,  and  also  that  the  power  of  the  coil  was  materially 
increased  by  multiplying  the  number  of  wires,  without  increasing 
the  length  of  each.  The  multiplication  of  the  wires  increases 
the  power  in  two  ways ;  first,  by  conducting  a  greater  quantity 
of  galvanism,  and  se^condly,  by- giving  it  a  more  proper  direc- 
tion ;  for  since  the  action  of  a  galvanic  current  is  directly  at 
right  angles  to  the  axis  of  a  magnetic  needle,— by  using  several 
shorter  wires,  we  can  wind  one  on  each  inch  of  the  length  of  the 
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bar  to  be  magnetized,  so  that  the  magnetism  of  each  inch  will 
be  developed  by  a  separate  wire:  In  this  way  the  action  of  each 
particular  coil  becomes  directed  very  nearly  at  right  angles  to 
the  axis  of  the  bar,  and  consequently  the  effect  is  the  greatest 
possible.  This  principle  is  of  much  greater  importance  when 
large  bars  are  used.  The  advantage  of  a  greater  conducting 
power  from  using  several  wires  might  in  a  less  degree  be  ob- 
tained by  substituting  for  them  one  large  wire  of  equal  sectional 
area ;  but  in  this  case  the  obliquity  of  the  spiral  would  be  much 
greater,  and  consequently  the  magnetic  action  less."*  Moll's 
single  conducting  wire  of  one  eighth  inch  diameter,  while  there- 
fore electrically  equivalent  to  about  20  of  Henry's  conducting 
wires  (of  the  same  length  and  weight)  would  be  magnetically 
inferior  thereto — for  equal  iron  cores. 

^I'otwithstanding  that  Henry's  successes  were  thus  both  earlier 
and  more  brilliant  than  those  of  Moll,  the  two  names  are  usually 
associated  together  by  European  writers  in  treating  of  the  deve- 
lopment of  the  magnet,  f 

Among  the  subsequent  experiments  on  which  Henry  was  en- 
gaged at  the  time  of  receiving  the  Edinburgh  Journal  of  Science 
containing  Moll's  paper,  was  a  series  on  a  much  larger  magnet, 
consisting  of  a  bar  of  soft  iron  two  inches  square  (with  the 
angles  rounded)  and  twenty  inches  long,  bent  into  a  horse-shoe 
about  nine  inches  high,  and  weighing  21  pounds.  Its  armature — 
a  piece  from  the  same  bar  ground  to  fit  truly  the  ends  of  th& 
horse-shoe,  weighed  7  pounds.  Kine  coils  of  copper  bell-wire 
each  60  feet  in  length  (making  540  feet  in  all)  were  separately 
wound  on  different  portions  of  the  horse-shoe.  "These  coils 
were  not  continued  around  the  whole  length  of  the  bar,  but  each 
strand  of  wire  according  to  the  principle  before  mentioned,  occu- 
pied about  two  inches,  and  was  coiled  several  times  backward 
and  forward  over  itself:  the  several  ends  of  the  wire  were  left 
projecting  and  all  numbered,  so  that  the  first  and  last  end  of 
each  strand  might  be  readily  distinguished.  In  this  manner  was 
formed  an  experimental  magnet  on  a  large  scale,  with  which 
several  combinations  of  wire  could  be  made  by  merely  uniting 
the  different  projecting  ends.  Thus  if  the  second  end  of  the  first 
wire  be  soldered  to  the  first  end  of  the  second  wire,  and  so  on- 

♦  Sill.  Am.  Jour.  Sci,  Jannarj,  1831,  vol.  xix.  p.  402.  The  three 
name.s — Arago,  tStargeon,  and  Henry,  luny  well  typify  the  infancy,  the 
youth,  ami  the  mature  manhood  of  the  eleotro-magnet. 

t  Faraday  in  sulisequfntiy  investigating  the  couditioiis  of  galvanic 
induction,  referred  witli  appixtbation  to  the  magnets  of  Moll  and  Henry 
as  l>est  calculated  to  produce  the  effects  sought.  In  constructing  his 
duplex  lieiices  for  olmerving  the  direction  of  the  induced  current,  lie 
however  adopted  Henry's  method  by  Winding  12  coils  of  copp«*r  wire  each 
27  feet  long— one  npon  the  other.  {Phil.  Trans.  Hoy.  Sor.  Nov.  24, 1831, 
vol.  cxxii.  (for  1832,)  pp*  12<i,  and  138.  Experimental  Beseeurdtea,  etc.^ 
vol.  i.  art.  (>,  p.  2;  and  art.  57,  p.  15.) 
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through  all  the  series,  the  whole  will  form  a  continued  coil  of 
one  long  wire.  By  soldering  different  ends  the  whole  may  be 
formed  into  a  double  coil  of  half  the  length,  or  into  a  triple'coil 
of  one-third  the  length,  etc.  The  horse-shoe  was  suspended  in 
a  rectangular  wooden  frame  3  feet  9  inches  high  and  20  inches 
wide." 

Two  of- the  wires  (one  from  each  extremity  of  the  legs)  being 
joined  together  by  soldering,  so  as  to  form  a  single  circuit  of 
120  feet,  with  its  extreme  ends  connected  with  the  battery,  pro- 
duced a  lifting  power  of  60  pounds.  {Ex.  19.)  The  same  two 
wires  being  separately  connected  with  the  same  battery  (forming 
a  double  circuit  of  60  feet  each)  a  lifting  power  of  200  pounds 
was  obtained :  {Ex,  10.)  or  more  than  three  times  the  power  of 
the  former  case  with  the  same  wire.  Jour  wires  (two  from  each 
extremity  of  the  legs)  being  separately  connected  with  the  bat- 
tery, (forming  four  circuits,)  gave  a  lifting  power  of  500  pounds. 
{Ex.  12.)  Six  wires  (three  from  each  leg)  united  in  three  pairs, 
(forming  three  circuits  of  120  feet  each,)  gave  a  lifting  power  of 
290  pounds.  (Ex.  18.)  The  same  six  wires  being  separately 
connected  with  the  battery  in  six  independent  circuits,  produced 
a  lifting  power  of  670  pounds  :  (Ex.  13.)  or  very  nearly  double 
that  of  the  same  wires  in  double  lengths.  When  all  the  nine 
wires  were  separately  attached  to  the  battery,  a  lifting  power  of 
650  pounds  was  evoked.  (Ex.  14.)  In  all  these  experiments 
*'  a  small  single  battery  was  used  consisting  of  two  concentric 
copper  cylinders,  with  zinc  between  them  :  the  whole  amount  of 
zinc  surface  exposed  to  the  acid  from  both  sides  of  the  zinc  was 
two-Gfths  of  a  square  foot :  the  battery  required  only  half  a  pint 
of  dilute  acid  for  its  submersion." 

"In  order  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  a  very  small  galvanic  ele- 
ment on  this  large  quantity  of  iron,  a  pair  of  plates  exactly  one 
inch  square^  was  attached  to  all  the  wires  :  the  weight  lifted  was 
85  pounds."  (Ex.  16.)  This  was  certainly  a  vei*y  remarkable 
result;  particularly  when  compared  with  Moll's  75  pounds  with 
eleven  square  feet  of  zinc.  In  order  to  obtain  the  maximum 
attractive  power  of  this  magnet,  with  its  nine  c6ils,  "a  small 
battery  formed  with  a  plate  of  zinc  12  inches  long  and  6  wide, 
and  surrounded  by  copper,  was  sub.stituted  for  the  galvanic 
element  used  in  the  former  experiments :  the  weight  lifted  in 
this  case  was  750  pounds."  (Ex.  15.)  This  is  exactly  ten  times 
the  maximum  weight  supported  by  Moll's  magnet  with  a  far 
greater  battery  power.  In  illustration  of  the  feeble  power  of  the 
magnetic  poles  when  exerted  separately,  it  was  found  that  with 
precisely  the  same  arrangements  giving  a  holding  power  of  750 
pounds  to  the  double  contact  armature, — cither  pole  alone  was 
capable  of  sustaining  only  5  or  6  pounds :  ''and  in  this  case  we 
never  succeeded  in   making  it  lift  the   armature — weighing  T 
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poands.     We  have  never  seen  the  circnnistance  uotic 
great  a  difference  between  a  single  pole  and  both." 

Henry^s  "  Intensity^^  Magnet. — Bat  Henry's  remarkal 
of  January  1831  contains  still  another  original  contrit 
the  theory  and  practice  of  electro-magnetics,  no  less  ii 
than  bis  invention  of  the  magnetic  spool.->  While.  Ik 
endeavored  to  induce  strong  magnetism  by  the  use  of  a 
**  quantity"  battery,  Henry  had  labored  to  derive  from 
mum  galvanic  power  its  maximum  magnetizing  effect 
bis  varied  experiments  on  these  two  factors,  he  discovc 
curious  and  unsuspected  relations  between  them, 
majority  of  investigators — after  having  deiSnitely  a8( 
the  striking  fact  of  the  ^reat  inferiority  in  magnetizin 
of  a  single  long  continuous  coil,  to  a  proportionally  s 
circuit  of  multiple  coils, — would  naturally  have  beei 
abandon  all  further  investigation  of  the  feebler  system, 
however  recognized  in  this  a  field  of  instructive  inquiry 
the  first  time  showed  that  the  coil  of  short  and  numerous 
least  affected  by  a  battery  of  many  pairs,  was  on  the . 
most  responsive  to  a  single  galvanic  element ;  while  t1 
extended  coil,  least  influenced  by  a  single  pair,  was  moa 
by  a  battery  of  elements.  He  appears  to  have  been  tfa 
form  a  clear  conception  of  the  difference  between  "  h 
and  **  quantity  "  both  in  the  battery  and  in  the  niagne 
ference  which  (as  referred  to  the  current),  he  was  act 
figuratively  to  illustrate  by  the  mechanical  difierence 
equal  momentums  of  high  and  low  velocity.* 

The  illustrious  Laplace  had  suggested  to  Ampere  in 
immediately  upon  the  discovery  of  the  galvanometer, 
sending  the  galvanic  current  through  long  wires  connec 
distant  stations,  the  deflections  of  enclosed  magnetic 
would  constitute  very  simple  and  efficient  signals  for  a 
taneous  telegraph. f  Peter  Barlow  the  eminent  Eng 
thematician  and  magnetician  taking  up  the  suggest 
endeavored  more  fully  to  test  its  practicability.     He 

♦  "  In  describing  tbe  results  of  my  experiment**,  the  terms  * 
and  *  quantity '  magnets  were  introdnced  to  avoid  circnmloci 
were  intended  to  be  used  merely  in  a  technical  sense.  Bj  tli 
magtiHt  I  deftijinated  a  piece  of  soft  iron  ho  surrounded  witli  wi 
ma^nftic  power  oonid  be  called  into  operation  by  an  *  intent^ity 
and  by  a  qmmttfg  rnagnet,  a  piece  of  iron  sm  8nrroand**d  by  a  i 
separate  coils  that  its  roagnetiKm  onald  be  fully  developed  hy 
tity*  l»attery.''  (Smiihsomun  Report  for  1857,  p.  103.)  Altho 
terms  are  somewliat  antiquated,  and  repudiatt'd  by  recent  wr 
will  be  retained  in  this  Memoir,  for  their  convenience. 

t  Annates  de  Chimie  et  He.  Phifsique,  182<»,  vol.  xv.  pp.  72,  73. 
made  the  experiment  suggested  by  Laplace,  throuch  a  long  < 
wire  **  with  perfect  sncoesn."     The  length  of  the  wire  is  not  sta 
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stated  the  result:  "In  a  very  early  stage  of  electro-magnetic 
experiments  it  had  been  suggested  that  an  instantaneous  tele- 
graph might  be  established  by  means  of  conducting  wires  and 
compasses.  The  details  of  this  contrivance  are  so  obvious,  and 
the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded  so  well  understood,  that 
there  was  only  one  question  which  could  render  the  result  doubt- 
ful ;  an4  this  was, — •is  there  any  diminution  of  effect  by  length- 
ening the  conducting  wire  ?  It  had  been  said  that  the  electric 
fluid  from  a  common  [tin-foil]  electrical  battery  had  been  trans- 
mitted through  a  wire  four  miles  in  length  without  any  sensible 
diminution  of  effect,  and  to  every  appearance  instanlaneously ; 
and  if  this  should  be  found  to  be  the  case  with  the  galvanic  cir- 
cuit, then  no  question  could  be  entertained  of  the  practicability 
and  utility  of  the  suggestion  above  adverted  to.  I  was  therefore 
induced  to  make  the  trial ;  but  I  found  such  a  sensible  diminution 
wiih  only  200  feet  of  wire,  as  at  once  to  convince  nie  of  the 
impracticability  of  the  scheme.  It  led  me  however  to  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  cause  of  this  diminution,  and  the  laws  by  which  it  is 
governed.''* 

Henry  in  his  researches  just  referred  to,  (assisted  by  his  friend 
Dr.  Ten-Eyck,)  employed  a  small  electro-magnet  of  one  quarter 
iuch  iron  "wound  with  about  8  feet  of  copper  wire."  Excited 
with  a  single  pair  "  composed  of  a  piece  of  zinc  plate  4  inches 
by  7,  surrounded  with  copper,"  (about  56  square  Indies  of  zinc 
surface,)  the  magnet  sustained  four  pounds  and  a  half.  With 
about  500  feet  of  insulated  copper  wire  (.045  of  an  inch  in 
diameter)  interposed  between  the  battery  and  the  magnet,  its 
lifting  power  was  reduced  to  two  ounces ; — or  about  30  times. 
With  double  this  length  of  wire,  or  a  little  over  1000  feet,  inter- 
posed, the  lifting  power  of  the  magnet  was  only  half  an  ounce : 
thus  fully  confirming  the  results  obtained  by  Barlow.  With  a 
small  galvanic  pair  2  inches  square,  acting  through  the  same 
length  of  wire  (over  1000  feet,)  "the  magnetism  was  scarcely 
observable  in  the  horse-shoe."  Employing  next  a  trough  battery 
of  25  pairs,  having  the  same  zinc  surface  as  previously,  the 
magnet  in  direct  connection,  (which  before  had  supported  four 
and  a  half  pounds,)  now  lifted  but  seven  ounces;— -not  quite  half 
a  pound.     But  with  the  1060  feet  of  copper  wire  (a  little  more 

*  "On  the  Laws  of  Electro-magnetio  Action."  Edinburgh  Phi'loaoph, 
•/bur.  Jan.  1825,  vol.  xii.  pp.  105-113.  In  explanation  and  justification 
of  this  iii.scoaramini<  judgment  from  so  high  an  au  hority  in  magnetics,  it 
mast  be  remembered  that  both  in  tlie  galvanometer  and  in  the  electro- 
niagnet,  the  coil  best  caloalatpd  to  prodnce  large  effects,  was  that  of  least 
resistance;  which  nnfortnnately  was  not  that  best  adapted  to  a  long  cir- 
cuit. On  the  otiier  hand,  the  most  efficient  magnet  or  galvanometer  was 
not  found  to  he  improved  in  resnlt  by  increasing  the  nnmber  of  galvanic 
elements.  Barlow  in  his  inquiry  as  to  the  '•  law  of  diminution"  was  led 
(erroneously)  to  regard  the  resistanoH  of  the  conducting  wire  as  increasing 
in  the  ratio  of  th^,  square  root  of  its  length,      (p.  111.) 
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than  one-fifth  of  a  mile)  suspended  seYeral  times  across 
room  of  the  Academy,  and  placed  in  the  galvanic  cii 
fiame  magnet  sustained  eight  ounces  :  that  is  to  say,  th 
from  the  galvanic  trough  produced  greater  magnetic  efl 
traversing  this  length  of  wire,  than  it  did  without  it. 

Speculating  on  this  remarkable,  and  at  the  time,  pa 
result,  Henry  suggests  in  explanation,  that  "  a  curreq 
trough  possesses  more  *  projectile'  force  (to  use  Profess^ 
expression,)  and  approximates  somewhat  in  'iutensit; 
electrkity  from  the  common  machine.  May  it  not  also 
that  the  galvanic  fluid  in  order  to  produce  the  greatest 
effect  should  move  with  a  smaller  velocity,  and  that  in 
through  one-fifih  of  a  mile,  its  velocity  is  so  retarded  a 
duce  a  greater  magnetic  action  7  But  be  this  as  it  may 
that  the  magnetic  action  of  a  current  from  a  trough  u 
not  sensibly  diminished  by  passing  through  a  long 
directly  applicable  t6  Mr.  Barlow's  project  of  forming  a 
magnetic  telegraph ;  *  and  it  is  also  of  material  consec 
the  construction  of  the  galvanic  coil  From  these  exp 
it  is  evident  that  in  forming  the  coil  we  may  either  use 
long  wire,  or  several  shorter  ones,  as  the  circumstai 
require  :  in  the  first  case,  our  galvanic  combinations  mu 
of  a  number  of  plates  so  as  to  ^ve  *  projectile'  force 
second,  it  must  be  formed  of  a  single  pair."  f 

Here  for  the  first  time  is  presented  to  science  the  "  ii 
coil, — a  spool  of  a  single  fine  wire  closely  wound  again  a 
upon  itself, — with  its  singular  capabilities — not  of  pc 
(what  was  never  before  suspected  nor  imagined)  of  si 
citation  from  a  distant  source.  Here  for  the  first  time 
lished  the  important  principle,  that  there  must  be  a  p 
between  the  aggregate  internal  resistance  of  the  batter) 
whole  external  resistance  of  the  conjunctive  wire  or  co 
circuit;  that  for  a  "quantity"  magnet  of  multiple  coils 
equivalent  a  large  wire  of  corresponding  weight)  a  **  ( 
battery  of  surface,  or  a  single  galvanic  element  is  i 
while  for  an  *'  intensity  "  magnet  of  extended  continuous 
an  "intensity"  battery  of  many  small  pairs  is  requisite 
the  further  discovery  that  the  electro-motive  force  of  t 
form  enables  a  very  long  conductor  to  be  employed  witl 

*  Really  Laplace's  project ; — not  Barlow's. 

t  Silliman's  Am.  Jour,  Set,  Jan.  1831,  vol.  xiz.  pp.  403,  404. 

t  "  For  oiroaits  of  small  resistance,  gaWanonifters  of  small 
must  be  used.  For  circuits  of  lars^e  rt'sistance,  galvanomet**] 
resistance  most  also  lie  used  ;  not  that  their  resii^tance  is  any  t 
bat  because  we  cannot  have  a  galvanometer  adapted  to  fnr 
small  currents  without  having;  a  very  large  number  of  turns  i 
and  this  involves  necessarily  a  large  resi^tanoe."  Prof.  F.  Jei 
tricity  and  Magnetitm^  12mo.  Loudon,  and  N.  T.  1873,  chap, 
p.  89. 
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Bible  diminution  of  the  effect.*  Professor  Moll,  tiie  foremost  of 
Europeans  in  the  chase,  and  close  upon  the  heels  of  Henry  in  one 
portion  of  his  researches,  produced  a  powerful  "  quantity"  mag- 
net, but  one  hopelessly  and  radically  incapacitated  from  any 
fiuch  application. 

These  memorable  consequences  of  careful  and  judicious  ex- 
periment, carried  on  in  1829,  and  1830,  formed  truly  a  most 
pregnant  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  infant  science ;  and  consti- 
tuted a  valuable  addition  to  the  world's  capital.  Their  adoption 
underlies  all  subsequent  applications  of  the  intermittent  magnet, 
and  is  the  indispensable  basis  of  every  form  of  the  electro-mag- 
netic telegraph  since  invented.  They  settled  satisfactorily  (in 
Barlow's  phrase) — the  "  only  question  which  could  render  the 
result  doubtful :"  and  though  derived  from  the  magnet,  were 
obviously  as  applicable  to  the  galvanometer  needle. 

It  is  idle  to  say  in  disparagement  of  these  successes,  that  in 
the  competitive  race  cff  numerous  distinguished  investigators  in 
the  field,  diligently  searching  into  the  conditions  of  the  new  found 
agency,  the  same  results  would  soon  have  been  reached  by  others. 
For  of  what  discovery  or  invention  may  not  the  same  be  said  ? 
Only  those  who  have  sought  in  the  twilight  of  uncertainty,  can 
appreciate  the  vast  economy  of  effort,  by  prompt  directions  to 
the  path  from  one  who  has  gained  an  advance.  Not  for  what 
might  be,  but  for  the  actual  bestowal,  does  he  who  first  grasps  a 
useful  truth,  merit  the  return  of  at  least  a  grateful  recognition. 

If  these  results  apparent!}''  so  simple  when  announced  by 
Henry,  have  never  been  justly  appreciated  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  no  such  complaint  ever  escaped  their  author.  No  such 
thought  seems  ever  to  have  occurred  to  his  artless  nature  For 
him  the  one  sufficient  incentive  and  recompense  was  the  advance- 
ment of  himself  and  others  in  the  knowledge  of  nature's  laws. 
With  the  telegraph  consciously  within  his  grasp,  he  was  well 
content  to  leave  to  others  the  glory  and  the  emoluments  of  its 
realization. 

In  the  year  1831,  Henry  had  suspended  around  the  walls  of 
one  of  the  upper  rooms  in  the  Albany  Academy,  a  mile  of  copper 
bell  wire  interposed  in  a  circuit  between  a  small  Cruicksliank 
battery  and  an  **  intensity "  magnet  of  continuous  fine  coil.  A 
narrow  steel  rod — a  permanent  magnet — pivoted  to  swing  hori- 
zontally like  the  compass  needle,  was  arranged  so  that  normally 
when  pointing  north,  this  end  remained  in  contact  with  one  leg 
of  the  soft  iron  core,  while  near  the  opposite  end  of  the  compass 
needle,  a  small  stationary  office-bell  was  placed.     At  each  exci- 

*  Beyond  a  OArtflin  mftxironm  leiiRth,  there  is  of  coarse  a  decrease  of 
powtT  proportioned  to  the  increased  resistance  of  a  loniz  conductor:  hat 
the  magnetizing  effect  has  not  been  found  to  be  diminished  in  the  ratio 
of  iU  length. 
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tation  of  the  electro-magnet,  the  compass  needle  was  repelled 
from  one  leg  (by  its  similar  magnetism)  and  attracted  by  the 
other  leg,  so  that  its  free  end  tapped  the  bell.  This  simple 
device  the  Professor  was  accustomed  to  exhibit  to  his  classes,  in 
illustration  of  the  facility  of  transmitting  signals  to  a  distance  by 
the  swift  action  of  electro-magnetism. 

Henry  regarded  his  "quantity"  magnet  as  being scieniificallif 
more  important  than  his  "intensity"  magnet;  and  his  success  in 
constructing  such,  of  almost  incredible  power,  caused  numerous 
requisitions  on  his  skill.  In  April,  1831,  Professor  Silliman  pub- 
lished in  his  Joi^rnal  **An  Account  of  a  large  Electro- Magnet 
made  for  the  Laboratory  of  Yale  College,"  under  his  charge. 
The  iron  horse-shoe  about  one  foot  high  was  made  from  a  three 
inch  octagonal  bar  30  inches  long ;  and  was  wrapped  with  2(> 
strands  of  copper  wire  each  about  28  feet  long.  When  duly 
excited  by  a  single  galvanic  element  consisting  of  concentric 
cylinders  of  copper  and  zinc,  presenting  about  five  square  feet  of 
active  surface,  the  magnet  lifted  more  than  a  ton  weight  For 
reversing  the  polarity  of  the  magnet,  a  duplicate  battery  was 
oppositely  connected  with  extensions  of  the  ends  of  the  coils,  so 
that  either  battery  could  be  alternately  dipped  With  a  load  of 
66  pounds  suspended  from  the  armature,  the  poles  of  the  magnet 
could  be  so  rapidly  reversed,  that  the  weight  would  not  fall. 
Professor  Silliman  remarks  of  the  maker:  "  He  has  the  honor  of 
having  constructed  by  far  the  most  powerful  magnets  that  have 
been  known ;  and  his  last,  weighing  (armature  and  all)  but  82^ 
pounds,  sustains  over  a  ton  ; — which  is  eight  times  more  powerful 
than  any  magnet  hitherto  known  in  Europe."*  And  Sturgeon 
(the  true  foster-father  of  the  magnet)  thus  heralds  the  Yale  Col- 
lege triumph  :  "  By  dividing  about  800  feet  of  conducting  wire 
into  26  strands  and  forming  it  into  as  many  separate  coils  around 
a  bar  of  soft  iron  about  60  pounds  in  weight  and  properly  bent 
into  a  horse-shoe  form,  Professor  Henry  has  been  enabled  to  pro- 
duce a  magnetic  force  which  completely  eclipses  every  other  in 
the  whole  annals  of  magnetism ;  and  no  parallel  is  to  be  found 
since  the  miraculous  suspension  of  the  celebrated  oriental  im- 
poster  iu  his  iron  coffin,  "f 

71ie  first  Electro-magnetic  Engine, — Among  his  ingenious 
applications  of  the  new  power,  Henry's  invention  of  the  Elec- 
tro-magnetic  Engine  should    here  be  noticed.     In  a  letter  to 

♦  SI  Hi  man's  Am.  Jour,  ScL  April,  1831,  vol.  xx.  p.  201.  Relatively, 
some  of  Henry'8  smaller  magnets  were  many  time:)  more  powerfal  than 
thii).  A  miniature  one  madH  by  Dr.  Ten-Eyck  under  his  direction,  sus- 
tained 200  times  itti  own  weight ;  and  one  still  smaller,  sustained  more 
than  400  times  its  own  wei>:ht!     (Sill.  Am,  Jour,  Sci.  vol.  xix.  p.  407.) 

t  Philosoph.  Aiagaxine;  and  Annals,  1S32,  vol.  xi.  p.  199. 
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his  friend  Professor  Silliman,  he  says :  "  I  have  lately  succeeded 
in  producing  motion  in  a  little  machine,  by  a  power  which  I 
believe  has  never  before  been  applied  in  mechanics, — by  mag- 
netic attraction  and  repulsion."  The  device  consisted  of  a 
horizontal  soft  iron  bar,  about  seven  inches  long,  pivoted  at 
its  middle  to  oscillate  vertically,  and  closely  wrapped  with  three 
strands  of  insulated  copper  wire,  whose  ends  were  made  by 
suitable  extensions  to  project  and  bend  downward  at  either 
end  of  the  beam  in  reversed  pairs,  so  as  conveniently  to  dip 
into  mercury  thimbles  in  connection  with  the  plates  of  the 
battery.  Two  upright  permanent  magnets  having  the  same 
polarity,  were  secured  immediately  under  the  two  ends  of  tho 
oscillating  bar,  but  separated  from  them  by  about  an  inch.  So 
soon  as  the  circuit  was  completed  by  the  depression  of  one  end 
of  the  oscillating  electro-magnetic  bar,  a  repulsion  at  this  end 
co-operating  with  an  attraction  at  the  opposite  end,  caused  im- 
mediately a  contrary  dip  of  the  bar,  which  by  reversing  the 
polarity  of  this  magnetic  beam,  thus  produced  a  constant  recip- 
rocating action  and  movement.  The  engine  beam  oscillated  at 
the  rate  of  ii5  vibrations  per  minute  for  more  than  an  hour,  or 
as  long  as  the  battery  current  was  maintained.*  This  simple 
but  original  device  comprised  the  first  automatic  pole-changer  or 
commutator  ever  applied  to  the  galvanic  battery, — an  essential 
element  not  merely  in  every  variety  of  the  electro-magnetic 
machine,  but  in  every  variety  of  the  magneto-electric  apparatus, 
and  in  every  variety  of  the  highly  useful  induction  apparatus. 

In  an  interesting  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  Electro-magnetic  Engines  for  propelling  machinery,"  by  the 
distinguished  philosopher  James  P.  Joule,  he  remarks:  **Mr. 
Sturgeon's  discovery  of  magnetizing  bars  of  soft  iron  to  a  con- 
siderable power,  and  rapidly  changing  their  polarity  by  miniature 
voltaic  batteries,  and  the  subsequent  improved  plan  by  Professor 
Henry  of  raising  the  magnetic  action  of  soft  iron,— developed 
new  and  inexhaustible  sources  of  force  which  appeared  easily  and 
extensively  available  as  a  mechanical  agent ;  and  it  is  to  the  in- 
genious American  philosopher  above  named,  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  first  form  of  a  working  model  of  an  engine  upon 
the  principle  of  reciprocating  polarity  of  soft  iron  by  electro- 
dynamic  agency  "f 

In  Henry's  deliberate  contemplation  of  his  own  achievement, 
his  remarkable  sagacity  and  sobriety  of  judgment  were  con- 
spicuously displayed.     Unperturbed  by  the  enthusiasm  so  natu- 

*  Silllman'H  Am,  Jour.  Scl,  July,  1831,  vol.  xx.  pp.  340-343. 

t  Sturgeon's  Annals  of  Eieclriciti/  etc,  March,  1839,  vol.  ill.  p.  430. 
Btnrg«on  hi  nisei  f  the  first  to  devise  a  rotary  eleotro-maguetio  engine, 
deserves  honorable  mention  for  correcting  the  statement  of  an  American 
writer,  and  declining  his  mistaken  award  by  frankly  recognizing  Henry's 
right  to  priority.     {AnncUs  of  Electricity^  April,  lb39,  vol.  iii.  p.  554.) 
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ral  to  the  successful  inventor,  he  carefully  scanned  the  capabilities 
of  this  new  dynamic   agent.      Considering   the   source   of  the 
power,  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  deoxidation  of  metal 
necessary  for  the  battery,  would  require  the  expenditure  of  at 
least  as  much  power  as  its  combustion  in  the  battery  could  re- 
fund ;  and  that  the  coal  consumed  in  such  deoxidation  could  be 
much  more  economically  employed  directly  in  the  work  to  be 
dune.*     As  the  battery  consumption  moreover  was  found  to  in- 
crease more  rapidly  than  the  magnetic  power  produced,  he  was 
at  once  convinced  that  it  could  never  supersede  or  compete  with 
steam. t     ^^^  believed  however  that  the  engine  had   a  useful 
future  ill  many  minor  applications  where  economy  was  not  the 
most  important  consideration. 

When  sometime  afterward,  a  friend  urged  him  to  secure 
patents  on  his  inventions, — the  "  intensity"  electro-magnet  with 
its  combinations,  and  the  magnetic  engine  with  its  automatic 
pole-changer,  earnestly  assuring  him  that  either  one  with  proper 
management  would  secure  an  ample  fortune  to  its  owner,  he 
firmly  resisted  every  importunity ;  declaring  that  he  would  feel 
humiliated  by  any  attempt  at  monopolizing  the  fruits  of  science, 
which  he  thought  belonged  to  the  world.  And  this  aversion  to 
self-aggrandizement  by  researches  undertaken  for  truth,  was 
carried  with  him  through  life. J 

While  such  disinterestedness  cannot  fail  to  excite  our  admira- 
tion, it  may  perhaps  be  questioned  whether  in  these  cases  it  did 
not  from  a  practical  point  of  view,  amount  to  an  over-fastidious- 
ness : — whether  such  legal  establishment  of  ownership,  shielding 
the  possessor  from  the  occasional  depreciations  of  the  envious, 

*  These  con:«ideratfonR  have  been  more  than  Jastified  by  later  compara- 
tive iiivestigat  ons.  Rankiue  estimates  that  the  ooiihniuptio'ii  of  one  poond 
of  zinc  will  uot  produce  more  than  oue-teuth  the  energy  that  one  ponud 
of  ooal  will ;  and  that  though  in  the  efficient  utilization  of  this  enersj  it 
is  fonr  times  superior,  its  useful  work  is  therefore  less  than  lialf  that  of 
coal ;  while  its  cost  is  from  forty  to  fifty  times  greater.  (  The  Steam  EntfiM 
ami  other  Prime  Movers,  By  W.  J.  M.  Rankine,  London  and  Gla^^gow, 
lb59,  part  iv.  art.  395,  p.  541.) 

t  .Tames  P.  Jonle  himself  an  Inventor  of  an  electro-magnetic  engine) 
in  a  letter  dated  May  28,  1839,  said  :  *'  I  can  scarcely  doubt  that  elet-tror 
magnetism  will  eventually  be  suhstituted  for  steam  in  propelling  ma^ 
chinery."  (Sturgeon's  Annn/s  of  Electricity,  vol.  iv.  p.  135.)  This  waa 
some  years  Wfore  he  commenced  his  investigations  on  the  mechanical 
equivalent  of  heat  and  other  motors.  He  subsequently  estimated  that 
the  consumption  of  a  grain  of  zinc  though  forty  times  more  costly  tbaa 
a  grain  of  coal,  produces  only  about  one-eighth  of  the  same  mechanical 
effect. 

X  This  trait  calls  to  mind  Faraday's  avowal  made  nearly  thirty  years 
later,  when  in  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Smi^b  and  Bentley  dated  January  3, 
1859,  (detlining  the  publication  of  his  "  Juvenile  Leotnre**")  he  said :  *'  ^^ 
fact  I  have  always  loved  science  more  than  money  ;  and  becautte  my  ofC'O* 
pation  is  almost  entirely  personal,  I  cannot  afford  to  get  rich."  (Benoe 
Jones'  Life  of  Faraday ^  vol.  ii.  p.  423.) 
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and  secaring  by  its  more  tangible  remunerations  the  leisure  and 
the  means  for  more  extended  researches,  would  not  have  been  to 
science  more  than  a  compensation  for  the  supposed  sacrifice  of 
dignity  by  the  philosopher.* 

Nor  did  this  repugnance  to  patenting  arise  (as  it  sometimes 
does)  from  any  theoretical  disapproval  of  the  system.  On  the 
contrary,  he  frequently  expressed  his  strong  conviction  that  a 
judicious  code  of  patent  laws — if  faithfully  administered — fur- 
nishes the  most  equitable  method  of  recompensing  meritorious 
inventors.     The  institution  was  a  good  one — for  others. 

The  discovery  of  Magneto-electricity. — From  the  magnetizing 
influence  of  the  galvanic  current,  physicists  were  almost  inevi- 
tably led  to  expect  the  converse  reaction;  and  this  aaticipation 
appears  to  have  been  coeval  with  electro-magnetism.  As  early 
as  1820,  the  illustrious  Augustin  Fresnel  remarked :  ''  It  is  natu- 
ral to  try  whether  a  magnetic  bar  will  not  produce  a  galvanic 
current  in  a  helical  wire  surrounding  it ;"  and  he  made  various 
experiments  to  determine  a  question  which  was  supposed  to 
involve  the  soundness  of  Ampere's  theory.  In  November  1820, 
he  announced  that  though  he  at  first  supposed  his  attempt  at  the 
magneto-electric  decomposition  of  water  was  partially  successful, 
he  was  finally  satisfied  that  no  decisive  result  was  obtained. 'f 

Five  years  later,  Faraday  attempted  the  same  experimental 
inquiry ;  and  among  his  earliest  publications  gave  an  account  of 
bis  unsuccessful  trials.  After  describing  his  arrangements  he 
says :  "  The  magnet  was  then  put  in  various  positions  and  to 
different  extents  into  the  helix,  and  the  needle  of  the  galvanometer 
noticed:  no  effect  however  upon  it  could  be  observed.  The  cir- 
cuit was  made  very  long,  very  short,  of  wires  of  different  metals 
and  different  diameters,  down  to  extreme  fineness,  but  the  results 
were  always  the  same.  Magnets  more  and  less  powerful  were 
used.  .  .  .  Hence  it  appears  that  however  powerful  the 
action  of  an  electric  current  may  be  upon  a  magnet,  the  latter 
has  no  tendency  by  re-action  to  diminish  or  increase  the  intensity 
of  the  former."! 

Nor  were  American  physicists  discouraged  by  the  records  of 
repeated  failures:  and  when  the  great  Henry  magnet  was  re- 
ceived at  Yale  College,  Professor  C.  U.  Sliepard  (Chemical 
Assistant  to  Professor  Silliraan)  at  once  attacked  the  problem 
with  this  new  equipment.     He  remarks:  "As  its  magnetic  flow 

*  Several  Imndred  patents  have  since  been  granted  in  this  conntry  for 
ingeiijoad  inodifioationa  of — or  iinproFements  upon  the  elertro-tnaunetio 
telegraph  ;  and  probably  a  hundred  for  equally  ingvnioas  vari«*ti«*rt  of  the 
•iHCtro-oiagnHtio  en^^ine ;  all  of  which  would  have  been  tributary  to 
H«nry  &«  an  oriorinal  patentee. 

t  Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Phifiique,  1820,  vol.  xv.  pp.  219-222. 

X  Quarterlif  Journal  of  Science^  July  1825,  vol.  xix.  p.  338. 
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was  SO  powerful,  I  had  strong  hopes  of  being  able  to  accomplish 
the  (ieeumposition  of  water  by  its  means.  My  experiment  bow- 
ever  proved  unsuccessful.  ...  I  hope  however  to  resume 
the  research  hereafter,  under  more  favorable  circumstances."* 

Henry,  unsatisfied  with  past  efforts,  determined  to  pursue  the 
subject  in  an  exhaustive  series  of  experiments ;  and  had  reached 
some  momentary  indications  of  the  galvanometer,  when  his  ex- 
periments were  temporarily  interrupted.  Meanwhile  it  was  an- 
nounced in  May,  1832,  that  Faraday  had  secured  the  long  sought 
prize ;  though  the  announcement  was  brief,  and  to  those  eager 
for  particulars,  somewhat  disappointing.  Henry  was  accord- 
ingly induced  to  publish  in  the  following  number  of  Silliman's 
Journal  (that  for  July)  a  sketch  of  bis  own  trials  both  before 
and  after  the  announced  discovery.  With  reference  to  Faraday's 
discovery  he  remarks :  *'  No  detail  is  given  of  the  experiments, 
and  it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  results  so  interesting,  and 
which  certainly  form  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  electricity  and 
magnetism,  should  not  have  been  more  fully  described  before  this 
time  in  some  of  the  English  publications.  The  only  mention  I 
have  found  of  them  is  the  following  short  account  from  the  Annals 
of  Philosophy  for  April,  under  the  head  of  Proceedings  of  the 
Royal  Institution. — *Feb.  17.  Mr.  Faraday  gave  an  account  of 
the  first  two  parts  of  his  researches  in  electricity;  namely  volta- 
electric  induction,  and  magneto-electric  induction.  .  .  .  If  a 
wire  connected  at  both  extremities  with  a  galvanometer,  be  coiled 
in  the  form  of  a  helix  around  a  magnet,  no  current  of  electricity 
takes  place  in  it.  This  is  an  experiment  which  has  been  made 
by  various  persons  hundreds  of  times,  in  the  hope  of  evolving 
electricity  from  magnetism.  But  if  the  magnet  be  withdrawn 
from  or  introduced  into  such  a  helix,  a  current  of  electricity  is 
produced  ivhile  the  magnet  is  in  motion^  and  is  rendered  evident 
by  the  deflection  of  the  galvanometer.  If  a  single  wire  be 
passed  by  a  magnetic  pole,  a  current  of  electricity  is  induced 
thronirh  it  which  can  be  rendered  sensible. *f 

"Before  having  any  knowledge  of  the  method  given  in  Ihe 
above  account,  I  had  succeeded  in  producing  electrical  effects  in 
the  following  manner,  which  differs  from  that  employed  by  Mr. 
Faraday,  and  which  appears  to  me  to  develop  some  new  and 
intt^resting  facts.  A  piece  of  copper  wire  about  thirty  feet  long 
and  covered  with  elastic  varnish,  was  closely  coiled  aronnd  the 

♦   Sniiman's  Am.  Jour.  Set.  April,  1^31,  vol.  xx.  p.  201,  foot-DOte. 

t  PhihMnh.  Mag.  and  AmaU  of  Phil.  April,  1832,  vol.  xi.  pp.  300, 
301.  Althnnuh  Kftraday's  first  cominnnioation  on  galvanio  inHnctinn, 
and  on  ma((iiHto-t*le«ttrioitv,  was  read  before  the  Royal  Society  NorfinHer 
24,  1831,  the  pnhli8hed  Transactiona  for  1832,  containini(  this  nifrnoir 
did  not  reach  this  coantry  till  more  than  a  year  later :  so  that  the  in«Ai!0r 
altstract  of  the  Royal  Institution  Proceedings  above  inven,  was  the  only 
notice  of  this  importaut  discovery,— here  accessible  for  many  monthi. 
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middle  of  the  soft  iron  armature  of  the  galvanic  magnet  deBcribed 
in  vol.  xix.  of  the  American  Journal  of  Science,  and  which  when 
excited  will  readily  sustain  between  six  hundred  and  seven 
hundred  pounds.  The  wire  was  wound  upon  itself  so  as  to 
occupy  only  about  one  inch  of  the  length  of  the  armature,  which 
is  seven  inches  in  all.  The  armature  thus  furnished  with  the 
wire,  was  placed  in  its  proper  position  across  the  ends  of  the 
galvanic  magnet,  and  there  fastened  so  that  no  motion  could  take 
place.  The  two  projecting  ends  of  the  helix  were  dipped  into 
two  cups  of  mercury,  and  these  connected  with  a  distant  galvano- 
meter by  means  of  two  copper  wires  each  about  forty  feet  long. 
This  arrangement  being  completed,  I  stationed  myself  near  the 
galvanometer  and  directed  an  assistant  at  a  given  word  to  im- 
merse suddenly  in  a  vessel  of  dilute  acid,  the  galvanic  battery 
attached  to  the  magnet.  At  the  instant  of  immersion  the  north 
end  of  the  needle  was  deflected  80°  to  the  west,  indicating  a 
current  of  electricity  from  the  helix  surrounding  the  armature. 
The  eflfect  however,  appeared  only  as  a  single  impulse,  for  the 
needle  after  a  few  oscillations  resumed  its  former  undisturbed 
position  in  the  magnetic  meridian,  although  the  galvanic  action 
of  the  battery,  and  consequently  the  magnetic  power  still  con- 
tinued. I  was  however  much  surprised  to  see  the  needle  sud- 
denly deflected  from  a  state  of  rest  to  about  20°  to  the  east,  or 
in  a  contrary  direction,  when  the  battery  was  withdrawn  from 
the  acid,  and  again  deflected  to  the  west  when  it  was  re-immersed. 
This  operation  was  repeated  many  times  in  succession,  and  uni- 
formly with  the  same  result,  the  armature  the  whole  time  remain- 
ing immovably  attached  to  the  poles  of  the  magnet,  no  motion 
being  required  to  produce  the  efi'ect,  as  it  appeared  to  take  place 
only  in  consequence  of  the  instantaneous  development  of  the 
magnetic  action  in  one  and  the  sudden  cessation  of  it  in  the 
other.  .  .  .  From  the  foregoing  facts  it  appears  that  a  cur- 
rent of  electricity  is  produced  for  an  instant  in  a  helix  of  copper 
wire  surrounding  a  piece  of  soft  iron  whenever  magnetism  is 
induced  in  the  iron ;  and  a  current  in  an  opposite  direction  when 
the  magnetic  action  ceases;  also  that  an  instantaneous  current 
in  one  or  the  other  direction  accompanies  every  change  in  the 
magnetic  intensity  of  the  iron. 

**  Since  reading  the  account  before  given  of  Mr.  Faraday's 
method  of  producing  electrical  currents,  I  have  attempted  to 
combine  the  effects  of  motion  and  induction."  No  increase  of 
effect  was  however  observable.  On  comparing  the  two  methods 
separately,  it  was  found  that  while  the  sudden  introduction  of 
the  end  of  a  magnetized  bar  within  the  helix  connected  with  the 
galvanometer  deflected  the  needle  seven  degrees,  the  sudden 
magnetization  of  the  bar  when  within  the  helix,  deflected  the 
needle  thirty  degrees.     A  cylindrical  iron  bar  was   made  to 
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rotate  rapidly  on  its  axis  within  a  stationary  helix,  by 
a  turning  lathe,  but  no  result  followed. 

In  the  following  month  (June)  by  employing  a  1: 
armature  (admitting  longer  coils),  Henry  succeeded  in 
vivid  sparks  from  the  magnet.  **  The  poles  of  the  mai 
connected  by  a  single  rod  of  iron  bent  into  the  form  o 
shoe,  and  its  extremities  filed  perfectly  flat  so  as  to  coi 
feet  contact  with  the  faces  of  the  poles :  around  the 
the  arch  of  this  horse-shoe,  two  strands  of  copper  ^ 
tightly  coiled  one  over  the  other.  A  current  from  one 
helices  deflected  the  needle  one  hundred  degrees,  and  i 
were  used,  tlie  needle  was  deflected  with  such  force  aa 
a  complete  circuit.  But  the  most  surprising  effect  was 
when  instead  of  passing  the  current  through  the  lon| 
the  galvanometer,  the  opposite  ends  of  the  helices  i 
nearly  in  contact  with  each  other,  and  the  magnet  sue 
cited :  in  this  case  a  small  but  vivid  spark  was  seen  to 
tween  the  ends  of  the  wires,  and  this  effect  was  repeated 
as  the  state  of  intensity  of  the  magnet  was  changed.  . 
appears  from  the  May  number  of  the  Annals  of  Philosc 
I  have  been  anticipated  in  this  experiment  of  drawii 
from  the  magnet  by  Mr.  James  D.  Forbes  of  Edinbi 
obtained  a  spark  on  the  30tb  of  March:*  my  experime 
made  daring  the  last  two  weeks  of  June.  A  simple  n< 
of  bis  result  is  given,  without  any  account  of  the  ex 
which  is  reserved  for  a  communication  to  the  Royal  I 
Edinburgh.  My  result  is  therefore  entirely  indepcnde 
and  was  undoubtedly  obtained  by  a  different  process." 

Henry's  gratification  at  the  acquisition  of  the  new  ini 
natural  law,  quite  absorbed  all  sentiment  of  personal  pi 
independent  attainment;  and  his  appreciation  and  cc 
tion  of  Faraday  as  the  first  discoverer  of  magneto-el 
were  hearty  and  unreserved.  He  was  also  particular  t 
assign  to  Faraday  the  first  observation  of  the  curious  pi 
of  momentary  galvanic  induction;  although  himself 
pendent  discoverer  of  the  fact. 

In  the  course  of  these  experiments  he  made  a  very  i 
original  observation  on  a  peculiar  case  of  self-induction, 
he  was  enabled  to  convert  a  galvanic  current  of  "quan 
one  of  "  intensity."  This  entirely  new  result  seemed  I 
diet  all  previous  experience.  He  thus  concludes  his  p 
may  however  mention  one  fact  which  I  have  not  seen  i 
any  work,  and  which  appears  to  me  to  belong  to  the  si 
of  phenomena  as  those  above  described.  It  is  this:- 
small  battery  is  moderately  excited  by  diluted  acid  and 

*  Philosoph.  Marj.  and  Annah,  May,  1832,  voL  xi.  pp.  359, 
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(which  should  be  terminated  by  caps  of  mercurj)  are  connected 
by  a  copper  wire  not  more  than  a  foot  in  length,  no  spark  is  per- 
ceived wiien  the  connection  is  either  formed  or  broken  :  but  if  a 
wire  thirty  or  forty  feet  Jong  be  used  (instead  of  the  short  wire), 
though  no  spark  will  be  perceptible  when  the  connection  is  made, 
yet  when  it  is  broken  by  drawing  one  end  of  the  wire  from  its 
cup  of  mercury,  a  vivid  spark  is  produced.  .  .  .  The  effect 
appears  somewhat  increased  by  coiling  the  wire  into  a  helix:  it 
seems  also  to  depend  in  some  measure  on  the  length  and  thick- 
ness of  the  wire.  I  can  account  for  these  phenomena  only  by 
supposing  the  long  wire  to  become  charged  with  electricity  which 
by  its  reaction  on  itself  projects  a  spark  when  the  connection  is 
broken."*  This  is  the  earliest  notice  of  the  carious  phenomenon 
of  self-induction  in  an  electric  discharge. 

Election  as  Professor  at  Princeton. — The  Trustees  of  the 
College  of  New  Jersey  at  Princeton,  were  about  this  time  in 
search  of  a  Professor  to  fill  the  chair  of  Natural  Philosophy  in 
that  College,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Professor  Henry 
Vethako,  who  had  accepted  a  Professorship  of  Natural  Philosophy 
in  the  recently  established  University  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
Professor  Henry  had  already  won  considerable  reputation  as  a 
lecturer  and  teacher,  no  less  than  as  an  experimental  physicist. 
Professor  Silliman  of  Yale  College,  urging  his  appointment, 
wrote :  "  Henry  has  no  superior  among  the  scientific  men  of  the 
country."  And  Professor  Renwick  of  Columbia  College  (New 
York)  still  more  emphatically  added  :  "He  has  no  equal." 

Professor  Henry  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  Trustees  ;f 
and  he  accepted  the  appointment :  although  strongly  attached  to 
his  first  Academy,  endeared  to  him  by  early  memories,  by  six 
years  of  successful  labors,-  and  by  the  warm  regard  of  all  his 
associates.  May  it  not  be  added  that  his  residence  at  the  capital 
of  the  State  of  New  Y''ork,  was  further  endeared  to  him  by  life's 
romance, — a  most  congenial  and  happy  marriage  contracted  in 
1830. 


BLECTRICAL  RESEARCHES  AT  PRINCETON:  FROM  1833  TO  1842. 

In  November  1832,  Henry  left  the  scene  of  his  early  scientific 
triumphs,  the  Albany  Academy,  and  removed  to  Princeton  with 
his  family.     For  a  year  or  two  he  gave  his  whole  attention  and 

♦  Sllliman's  Am.  Jour,  Set,,  July,  1832,  vol.  xxli.  p.  408. 

t  Dr.  Maclean  conij«cted  with  the  Faoalty  of  the  College  of  New  Jprnev 
at  Piincetoii  for  fifty  years,  and  for  foarteen  years  its  venerahle  preflideiit, 
in  hirt  Hixtory  of  thn  College  (2  voIa.  8vo.  Philadelphia,  1877,)  givffl  a 
Very  inter»*8tin)!r  acoonnt  of  the  appnintment  and  election  of  Joseph  Henry 
as  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  1832,  vol.  ii.  pp.  288-291. 
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exertions  to  the  doties  of  exposition  and  instraction ;  and  dv 
Dr.  Torrey's  visit  to  Europe  in  1833,  at  the  Doctor's  ret 
Professor  Henry  filled  ad  interim  his  chair  of  Chemistry,  M 
alogy,  and  Geology.  These  occupations  left  him  no  leisnr 
the  pursuit  of  original  research.  He  subsequently  gave  led 
on  Astronomy,  and  also  on  Architecture. 

In  1834,  Henry  constructed  for  the  Laboratory  of  his  Co 
an  original  form  of  Galvanic  Battery;  so  arranged  as  to  1 
into  action  any  desired  number  of  elements,  from  a  single  pa 
eighty-eight.  Each  zinc  plate  9  inches  wide  and  12  ii 
deep  was  surrounded  by  a  copper  case  open  at  top  and  bot 
and  giving  thus  one  and  a  half  square  feet  of  efficient  sur 
Eleven  of  these  in  eleven  separate  cells,  formed  a  sub-batt 
and  eight  of  these  were  grouped  together  by  means  of  adjust 
conductors,  so  as  to  form  from  the  whole  a  single  battery, 
means  of  a  crank  and  windlass  shaft  in  proper  connection, 
one  or  more  of  the  eight  sub-balteries  could  be  immersed  or 
engaged,  and  if  desired,  a  single  cell  could  alone  be  charged, 
another  arrangement  of  adjustable  conductors,  all  the  zinc  p 
could  be  directly  connected  together,  and  all  the  copper  p 
together,  after  the  plan  of  Dr.  Hare's  "  calorimotor"  batt 
thus  giving  the  "quantity"  effect  due  to  a  single  element  of 
square  feet  of  ziQC  surface,  or  of  any  smaller  area  desired, 
the  author  remarks  concerning  its  various  arrangements,  ** 
have  been  adopted  in  most  cases  after  several  experiments 
much  personal  labor."  A  detailed  account  of  this  battery 
given  in  a  communication  read  January  16th  1836,  before 
American  Philosophical  Society  (of  which  he  had  recently 
elected  a  member),  and  was  published  in  its  Transactions.* 

Meanwhile  he  had  been  engaged  in  his  brief  intervals  of  rel 
tion  from  his  exacting  professional  cares  during  the  past  yea 
repeating  and  extending  his  interesting  observations  (comme 
at  Albany  in  1832),  on  the  remarkable  intensifying  influence 
long  conductor,  and  especially  of  a  spiral  one,  when  interp 
in  a  galvanic  circuit  of  a  single  pair,  or  a  battery  of  low  "  ii 
fiity."  A  verbal  communication  on  this  curious  form  of  "in 
tion,"  was  made  to  the  Society  on  the  same  occasion  as 
description  of  his  battery,  and  was  illustrated  by  experim 
exhibited  before  the  Society. 

P'araday  in  his  "eighth  series  of  Researches"  (read  before 
Royal  Society  June  5th  1834),  pointed  out  very  fully  the  di 
ing  actions  of  a  single  galvanic  element  giving  a  "quantity" 
rent,  and  of  a  series  of  elements  giving  an  "intensity"  currei 
thus  entirely  confirming  the  results  obtained  by  Henry  more  t 
three  years  previously. 

*  Trnna.  Am.  Philon.  Soc.  vol.  v,  new  BerieH,  art.  \v,  pp.  217-222. 
t  /hil.  Trans.   Uoynl  Soc.  June  5,  1834,  vol.  oxxlv.  art.  990>9H 
445,  446.  '  Experimental  Researches  in  Electricity^  vol.  i.  pp.  SOl,  3Q2. 
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In  I  be  rhilosophicu!  Magazine  for  November,  1834,  appyarcd 
L  jTttjjef  bv  Famdny*  "Ou  a  pocnlmr  condiuuti  of  tilfctrie  aud 
rjn|M:{ieiii-ek'elnc  Indut*lujti:''  in  whi(*h  he  uotices  as  a  rcniork- 
,I>J(^  Uvi,  ihat  wbiki  a  s^bort  circuit  wire  from  a  Biris^le  galvaaic 
kmi*hU  grivi^a  Otitic  ur  luj  visible  flpark,  a  long  i:oniJuiMt>r  givi^s  a 
err  geoAilife  spark.  **  ll  i«  howuvLtr  very  inUrnisting  tliuB  to 
-  "  an  ongHiaJ  current  of  ek^etridiy  having  a  very  low  in- 
^  prodndri^  ultimately  a  rauiilei-  current  having  an  intensity 
mhM^  a  hundred  fM  greaiiir  than  its  own.  and  the  experi- 
leiit  eonstimtes  one  of  the  wiy  few  iijodes  wo  bave  at  t<juiuitiMd 
froiivprlinf^  quautity  into  intensity  an  reHpecls  elect rk*ity  in  eur- 
t^riu;*  And  he  remarks:  "*  If  Ihe  eoiint'eting  wir«  hg  mtich 
:ij(tl heard.  tht*n  the  spark  i*  much  inertnised."* 

In  thU  inU^resdn^  re&earch.  Faraday  appears  to  hai^e  entirely 
Terluokcd  fl*^nrv'p<  earlier  labori^  Sri  ;lie  same  field  j^aB  contrary 
0  hk  usual  ciuunn,  Iw  ninke8  no  ailuaion  fo  the  mme  rceulta 
avins  Ijecu  ohiniiuul,  and  published  in  Silliumirii  Juunml  two 
e&VH  and  a  bnlf  heforct  These  observaliuiis  wtjre  mudt!  by 
'dtiiday  the  snbject  of  bis  *^ ninth  serioss  of  licsearchpw,"  in  a 
[ju»jt»Liaiealioii  "On  the  itiflutince  by  indnefinn  of  an  elretrie  vur- 
i*fjt  on  ibelf;-'  read  htifore  the  Ru^al  Society  .launary  29th 
835  In  ihlii  paper  he  repeals,  that  with  a  biugh  gaJvanic  |>»lr, 
short  wire  will  not  give  a  shock  j  while  the  wire  j^urrmKuiiug 
t}  ekeiro-mwgnet  will  give  a  sbuck  at  each  Ijreaksng  of  die  eir- 
Bit  lb  found  a  siinilar  result  with  I  he  wire  helix  alone, — wiih- 
Pt  its  mogoftk  cure  ''The  power  of  produeirig  ther^e  pbe- 
omtim  exists  therefore  in  the  simple  helix,  as  well  a$  in  the  e!ec- 
'O-magnet,  although  by  no  meauy  in  the  wame  hi|rh  degree."  With 
oitlinaua^  straight  wire  of  the  same  length,  he  uhiained  a  similar 

ff^(;t, "  y^l  not  *o  bright  a^^  that  from  the  helix  ^^     When  a  short 

nn*  h  nshilf  "all  the^e  effects  disappear;"  although  thnro  ]^  an- 
<inbt.edly  a  greater  *' quantity"  of  eleetrin  current  in  th*^  shorter 
firtVj  tbui$  giving  '*the  strange  result  of  a  diminished  ypark  and 
bock  from  the  t^trong  cnrrent,  and  inereased  effects  froui  the 
Rwk  one/*^ 

While  Henry  derived  only  satisfaction  from  thc^e  extended 
eriO cations  of  hi^*  own  observations,  by  one  whom  he  had  ac- 
u&iuined  himflcif  to  look  up  to  with  admiratioT)  and  regnrd,  Dr 
L  Dalian  IJache,  hi?*  attached  friend,  then  Professor  of  Natural 
'hilnsophy  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvnnia. — more  Jealous 
han  himjttdf  of  Ida  scientific  fame,  strongly  nrjjed  and  insisted 
kml  he  tthould  !mmodiately  publish  an  account  of  hh  Iflter  rv- 
marches.     Henry  accordingly  pent  to  the  American  Philosophical 

*  P&ihuapk  Mffq.  Wftr.  Ifia4,  vol.  ♦,  p^  mi,  352. 

1  SiM.  Am.  JoiMT   Scu  Jtily.  1832.  vM,  it«ih  p.  408,  ab(*'«  Cfnotr*(1. 

X  nu.  JVrtfli.  Hn^nf  Sf^t.  Jf<n.  2%  1R35,  vol,  iih»v.  sirt.  lOyi-tnRT.  nnd 
\^^1 1 ,  pp.  4:31  -  45 .  M ff ftrrm rn  fal  H^n fn ri*h t^n  in  FJt ti nViV ^f ,  t nl ,  i .  pp.  325-328, 
^U»  luiimutr  dtd  nol  r«aeb  ttitft  coaatry  of  oODrao  till  n  ytjdr  Uter. 
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Society  a  memoir  (comprising  the  details  of  his  reccDt  v< 
communication)  "On  the  Influence  of  a  Spiral  Conductor  i 
creasing  the  Intensity  of  Elecstricity  from  a  galvanic  arrange 
of  a  Single  pair,  etc.,"  which  was  read  before  the  Society, 
ruary  6th,  1835. 

After  citing  his  former  paper  of  July,  1832,  the  writer  ren 
that  he  had  been  able  during  the  past  year  to  extend  his  ex 
nients  on  the  curious  phenomenon.  **  These  though  no 
complete  as  1  could  wish,  are  now  presented  to  the  Society 
tiie  belief  that  they  will  be  interesting  at  this  time  on  accou 
the  recent  publication  of  Mr.  Faruday  on  the  same  subject." 
then  relates  that  employing  a  single  pair  of  his  baitery  ( 
prising  one  and  a  half  square  feet  of  zinc  surface),  he  fouu 
in  his  earlier  experiment  in  1832,  that  the  poles  being  connc 
by  a  piece  of  copper  bell- wire  five  inches  long,  no  spark 
given  on  making  or  breaking  contact.  Fifteen  leet  of  interp 
wire  gave  a  very  feeble  spark ;  and  with  successive  additio 
fifteen  feet,  the  effect  increased  until  with  120  feet  the  maxi 
spark  appeared  to  be  reached,  and  beyond  this  there  wa 
perceptible  increase  ;  while  with  double  this  length  (or  240 
there  seemed  to  be  a  diminution  of  intensity.  From  vai 
trials  the  inference  was  drawn  that  the  length  required  for  n 
mum  effect  varied  with  the  size  of  the  galvanic  element.  Th 
wires  of  the  same  length  produced  greater  effect,  dependin 
some  degree  on  the  size  of  the  battery.  A  wire  of  forty 
when  coiled  into  a  cylindrical  helix  *'gave  a  more  intense  s 
than  the  same  wire  uncoiled."  A  ribbon  of  sheet  copper  a 
an  inch  wide  and  twenty-eight  feet  long,  being  covered  with 
and  coiled  into  a  flat  spiral — like  a  watch  spring — (after  the 
of  Dr.  Richie)  gave  a  vivid  spark  with  a  loud  snap.  Wher 
coiled,  it  produced  a  much  feebler  spark.  With  the  insnl 
copper  ribbon  folded  in  its  middle,  and  the  double  thie)< 
coiled  into  a  flat  spiral,  there  was  no  spark  whatever,  althc 
the  same  ribbon  unrolled  gave  a  feeble  spark :  thus  showing 
the  indnotion  of  the  current  upon  itself  was  neutralized  by  1 
ing  equally  in  opposite  directions  in  the  double  spiral.  Wi 
larger  copper  ribbon  one  inch  and  a  half-  wide,  and  90  feet  1 
spirally  coiled  (weighing  15  pounds)  the  snap  of  the  spark  coal 
heard  in  an  adjoinincr  room  with  the  door  closed.  Want  of  n: 
rial  prevented  the  result  beinjr  pushed  further,  so  as  to  ascer 
the  ranpre  of  maximum  effect  with  this  form  of  conductor.  \ 
increased  battery  surface,  the  effect  was  also  increased  ;  so 
with  eiirht  elements  of  his  battery  arranged  as  a  sincrle  paii 
12  square  feet)  the  spark  on  breaking  contact  "resembled 
discharge  of  a  small  Levden  jar  highly  charged."  With  the 
spiral,  no  increase  of  effect  was  observable  on  the  introdnc 
of  a  soft,  iron  core  into  the  axis  of  the  spiral,  forming  a  map 
With  a  helical  or  cylindrical  coil  about  nine  inches  long,  enclo 
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an  iron  core,  "  the  spark  appeared  a  little  more  intense  than 
without  the  iron."  The  inference  is  also  drawn  "from  these  ex- 
periments, that  some  of  the  effects  heretofore  attributed  to  mag- 
ueto-eieciric  action  are  chiefly  due  to  the  reaction  on  each  other 
of  the  several  spirals  of  the  coil  which  yurrouud  the  magnet." 

Jn  tiiese  researches  it  was  found  that  when  the  two  plates  of 
a  single  pair  were  placed  even  fourteen  inches  apart  in  an  open 
trough  of  diluted  acid,  "although  the  electrical  intensity  in  this 
case  must  have  been  very  low,  yet  there  was  but  little  reduction 
in  the  apparent  intensity  of  the  spark."  It  was  also  shown  that 
**  the  spiral  conductor  produces  however,  little  or  no  increase  of 
effect  when  introduced  into  a  galvanic  circuit  of  considerable 
intensity."  When  fur  example  an  "intensity"  battery  of  two 
Cruickshank's  troughs,  each  containing  56  elements  was  employed 
with  the  larger  copper  spiral,  "no  greater  effect  was  perceived 
than  with  a  short  thick  wire :"  in  either  case,  only  a  feeble  spark 
being  given.*  An  abstract  of  the  results  thus  announced  (and 
which  were  obtained  by  Henry  during  the  summer  of  1834,)  was 
communicated  by  Dr.  A.  D.  Bache,  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Philosophical  Society,  to  the  Franklin  Journal,  in  order  to 
give  these  interesting  facts  an  earlier  currency. f  The  date  of 
original  discovery  was  however  so  well  established,  that  this 
friendly  effort  was  scarcely  necessary.J 

Combined  Circnil^, — In  1835,  or  early  in  1836,  wires  had  been 
extended  across  the  front  campus  of  the  College  grounds  at 
Princeton  from  the  upper  story  of  the  library  building  to  the 
Philosophical  Hall  on  the  opposite  side,  through  which  signals 
were  occasionally  sent,  distinguished  by  the  number  of  taps  of 
the  electro-magnetic  bell,  first  exhibited  five  years  previously  in 
the  hall  of  the  Albany  Academy.  It  has  already  been  noticed, 
that  contrary  to  all  the  antecedent  expectations  of  physicists, 
Henry  had  established  the  fact  that  the  most  powerful  form  of 
inajrnet  (designated  by  him  the  "quantity"  magnet)  is  not  the 
form  best  adapted  to  distant  action  through  an  extended  cir- 
cuit. The  ingenious  idea  occurred  to  him  that  notwithstand- 
ing this  fundamental  fact,  it  would  be  quite  easy  to  combine 
the  two  systems  so  as  to  enable  an  operator  to  produce  the  most 
energetic   mechanical  effects,    at  almost  any  required  distance. 

•    TranB.  Am.  PhiL  Soc.  vol.  v.  n.  «.  art.  x.  pp.  223-231. 

t  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  March,  1835,  vol.  xv.  pp.  169,  170. 

t  M-  Becqiierel  in  hia  elaborate  Trt»ati8e  on  Electricity,  in  the  cliaptpr 
on  "  The  influence  of  an  electric  carrent  on  itoelf  by  indaction,"  says  with 
resrara  to  the  increase  of  tension  in  a  feeble  current  when  passing  through 
a  loTiff  spiral  conductor,  **  The  effects  observed  in  these  circumstances 
jippenr  to  have  been  noticed  for  the  first  time  by  Professor  Henry." 
C  Traits  experimental  de  V^lectricite  et  du  AfagnStisme,  Svo.  7  vols.  Paris, 
1824-1840,  ▼ol.  V.  art.  1261,  p.  231.) 
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It  is  simply  necessary  to  employ  with  the  distant  **  intensity'* 
magnet  au  oscillating  armature  with  a  suitable  prolongation 
so  arranged  as  to  open  and  close  the  short  circuit  of  an  ad- 
joining "quantity"  magnet  of  any  practicable  power : — a  work 
which  indeed  could  be  accomplished  by  the  mere  swing  of  the 
most  delicate  galvanometer  needle.  Professor  Henry  had  con- 
structed for  his  own  laboratory  a  large  electro-magnet  designed 
to  surpass  the  celebrated  magnet  made  foi  Tale  College;  and 
with  it  he  was  enabled  to  exhibit  to  his  class,  by  employing  a 
small  portion  of  his  "  quantity"  battery,  an  easy  lifting  power 
of  more  than  three  thousand  pounds."^  Such  was  the  mechanical 
agency  he  called  into  action  through  his  telegraphic  circuit,  by 
simply  lifting  its  galvanic  wire  from  a  mercury  thimble,  or  by 
again  dipping  it  into  the  same.  Although  this  special  com- 
bination has  not  found  any  important  application,  its  principle 
underlies  all  the  various  forms  and  uses  of  the  "relay"  magnet 
and  local  battery  since  employed. 

Visit  to  Europe. — In  order  to  give  Professor  Henry  a  much- 
needed  rest  from  his  diligent  services  and  close  application  of 
the  past  four  years,  the  Trustees  of  his  College  liberally  allowed 
him  a  year's  absence  with  full  salary  :  thus  affording  him  for 
the  first  time  a  long  coveted  opportunity  of  visiting  Europe. 

In  February  of  1837,  in  company  with  his  valued  and  faithful 
friend.  Professor  Bach**,  he  arrived  in  England ;  where  the  two 
American  physicists  formed  ready  and  lasting  intimacies  with 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  worthies  of  Great  Britain. 
Everywhere  received  with  courteous  and  cordial  consideration, 
they  both  ever  carried  with  them  agreeable  memories  of  their 
holiday  sojourn  abroad. 

In  London,  many  pleasant  interviews  with  Faraday,  formed  a 
memorable  circumstance.  Wheatstone,  then  Professor  of  Ex- 
perimental Philosophy  in  King's  College,  was  engaged  in  de- 
veloping his  system  of  needle  telegraph:  and  Henry  had  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  that  his  own  early  investigations  were 
recognized  and  appreciated,  and  their*  results  successfully 
adopted.  Wheatstone  unfolded  freely  to  his  visitors  his  numerona 
projects;  and  particularly  his  arrangement  of  supplementary 
local  circuit  from  an  additional  battery,  for  sounding  an  electro- 
magnetic signal,  by  being  brought  into  action  by  a  movement 
from  the  main  line  circuit.f  Henry  had  then  the  pleasure  of 
detailing  to  him  his  own  similar  combination  of  two  electro- 

*  It  18  saM  that  this  maf(n<)t  has  been  made  to  Ra<ttain  3500  pounds. 

t  Tins  wa^  earlj  in  April,  1837.  (Stnithsonian  Report  for  1857, p.  11].> 
Two  mouths  later,  or  June  12tli,  1837,  Wheatstone  in  conjunction  with  W. 
F.  Cooke  liad  ftecnred  a  patent  on  his  system  of  telegraph,  including  the 
combination  of  circuits. 
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magnetic  circuits,  experimentally  tried  more  than  a  year  pre- 
▼iously. 

Nearly  a  year  was  employed  in  foreign  travel,  most  pleasantly 
and  beneficially  botii  for  mind  and  body  :  the  greater  portion  of 
the  time  however  being  spent  in  London,  in  Paris,  (where 
Henry  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Arago,  Becquerel,  De  la 
Rive,  Biot,  Gay-Lussac,  and  other  celebrities,)  and  in  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  also  found  a  galaxy  of  eminent  and  congenial 
minds. 

In  September  of  the  same  year  (1837)  he  attended  the  meet- 
ing of  ihe  British  Association  at  Liverpool ;  where  being  invited 
to  speak,  he  made  a  brief  communication  on  some  electrical 
researches  in  regard  to  the  phenomenon  known  as  the  *' lateral 
discharge:" — a  study  to  which  he  had  been  led  by  some  remarks 
of  Dr.  Koget  on  the  subject.  '*  The  result  of  the  analysis  was 
in  accordance  with  an  opinion  of  Biot — that  the  lateral  dis- 
charge is  due  only  to  the  escape  of  the  small  quantity  of 
redundant  electricity  which  always  exists  on  one  side  or  the 
other  of  ajar,  and  not  the  whole  discharge."  Hence  we  could 
increase  or  diminish  the  lateral  action  by  any  means  which  affect 
the  quantity  of  free  electricity : — as  by  **  an  increase  of  the 
thickness  of  the  glass,  or  by  substituting  for  the  small  knob  of 
the  jar,  a  large  ball.  .  But  the  arrangement  which  produces  the 
greatest  effect  is  that  of  a  long  fine  copper  wire  insulated, — 
parallel  to  the  horizon,  and  terminated  at  each  end  by  a  small 
ball.  When  sparks  are  thrown  on  this  from  a  globe  of  about  a 
foot  in  diameter,  the  wire  at  each  discharge  becomes  beautifully 
luminous  from  one  end  to  the  other,  even  if  it  be  a  hundred  feet 
long :  rays  are  given  off  on  all  sides  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of 
the  wire:" — forming  a  continuous  electrical  brush.  It  was  also 
stated  "  that  the  same  quantity  of  electricity  could  be  made  to 
remain  on  the  wire,  if  gradually  communicated  [by  a  point]  ;  but 
when  thrown  on  in  the  form  of  a  spark,  it  is  dissipated  as  before 
described  :" — as  thoa^h  possessing  a  kind  of  momentum.  When 
two  or  more  wires  are  arranged  in  parallel  lines  (in  electrical 
connection),  only  the  outer  sides  of  the  exposed  wires  l>ecome 
Inminons:  and  "when  the  wire  is  formed  into  a  flat  spiral,  the 
outer  spiral  alone  exhibits  the  lateral  discharpre,  but  the  b>ht  in 
this  case  is  very  brilliant :  the  inner  spirals  appear  to  increase 
the  effect  by  induction."  In  like  manner  when  a  ball  was 
attached  to  the  middle  of  a  vertical  lightninpr-rod  having  a  good 
earth-connection,  "  when  sparks  of  about  an  inch  and  a  half  were 
thrown  on  the  ball,  corresponding  lateral  sparks  could  be  drawn 
not  only  from  the  parts  of  the  rod  between  the  ground  and  the 
ball,  but  from  the  part  above,  even  to  the  top  of  the  rod."  * 

At  the  same  meeting,  before  the  section  on  Mechanics  and 

*  Report  of  Brit,  Association^  for  1837,  pp.  22-24,  of  AbstraotB. 
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Engineering,  Henry  gave  by  request  an  account  of  the 
extension  of  the  Railway  and  Canal  systems  in  the  United  I 
which  was  listened  to  with  great  attention  and  interest.  J 
referred  to  the  inland  or  river  navigation  in  our  c< 
describing  the  improvements  introduced  into  our  larg 
steam-boats,  especially  on  the  Hudson  river  in  New  Yoik 
where  the  usual  speed  was  iifteea  miles  per  hour  or  more 

In  November,  1837,  Henry  returned  from  his  foreig 
greatly  invigorated, — bringing  with  him  some  new  appi 
and  with  increased  zest  he  re-embarked  upon  the  duties 
professorship.  Continuing  his  studies  of  electrical  acti 
presented  verbally  to  the  American  Philosophical  JSociet] 
ruary  16th  1838,  a  notice  of  further  observations  on  the  " 
discbarge"  of  electricity  while  passing  along  a  wire,  gc 
show  that  even  with  good  earth  connection,  Iree  electricity 
conducted  silently  to  the  ground.f 

In  May,  1838,  he  announced  to  the  Society  the  produc 
currents  by  induction  from  ordinary  or  mechanical  elec 
analogous  to  that  first  obtained  by  Faraday  from  gal  van 
1831 :  and  the  further  curious  fact  that  on  the  discharge 
Leyden  jar  through  a  good  conductor,  a  secondary  shock 
perfectly  insulated  near  conductor  could  be  obtained  more 
than  the  primary  shock  directly  from  the  jar.  J 

These  investigations  having  in  view  the  discovery  of  ' 
tive  actions  in  common  electricity  analogous  to  those  fo 
galvanism"  (commenced  in  the  Spring  of  1836),  led  to  n 
examination  of  the  secondary  galvanic  current,  which  sin 
vember  24th,  1831,  (or  for  seven  years,)  had  received  no 
attention.  Henry's  very  interesting  series  of  experiment 
detailed  in  a  somewhat  elaborate  memoir  read  before  the 
can  Philosophical  Society,  November  2nd,  1838.  Emj 
five  different  sized  annular  spools  of  fine  wire  (about  one- 
of  an  inch  thick)  varying  from  one-fifth  of  a  mile  to  n^ 
mile  in  length  (which  might  be  called  "intensity"  helices] 
six  flat  spiral  coils  of  copper  ribbon  varying  from  three-qi 
of  an  inch  to  one  inch  and  a  half  in  width,  and  from  6( 
feet  in  length  (which  might  be  called  "quantity"  coils),  1 
able  to  combine  them  in  various  ways  both  in  connection 
parallelism.  A  cylindrical  battery  of  one  and  three  quarters 

♦Same  Report,  Abstracts,  p.  135.  It  wan  on  this  oorafion  tl 
LaHner»  generaliiinjr  probably  from  bis  observations  on  tbe  1 
ventured  (not  very  conrleoualy)  to  donbt  whether  any  Buch  spee 
teen  miles  per  hour  on  water,  could  ordinarily  be  eflFeoted.  (Si 
Jour,  Sei.  Jan.  1838,  vol.  xxxfi.  p.  296.)  The  same  authority  i 
the  futility  of  attemptini?  oceanic  steam  navigation. 

t  ProreeHinqn  Am,  Phil.  Snr.  Feb.  16,  1838,  vol.  i.  p.  6. 

t  Proceedings  An.  Phil.  Soc.  May  4,  1838,  vol.  i.  p.  14. 
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feet  of  zinc  surface  was  principally  used  ;  and  the  galvanic  cir- 
cuit was  interrupted  by  drawing  one  end  of  the  copper  ribbon  or 
wire  over  a  rasp  in  good  metallic  contact  with  the  other  pole  of 
the  battery. 

From  the  energetic  action  of  the  flat  ribbon  coil  in  producing 
the  induction  of  a  current  on  itself,  it  was  inferred  that  the  sec- 
ondary current  would  also  be  best  induced  by  it.  With  the  sin- 
gle larger  ribbon  coil  in  connection  with  the  battery,  and  another 
ribbon  coil  placed  over  it  resting  on  an  interposed  glass  plate, 
at  every  interruption  of  the  primary  circuit,  an  induction  spark 
was  obtained  at  the  rubbed  ends  of  the  second  coil ;  though  the 
shock  was  feeble.  With  a  double  wire  spool  (one  within  the 
other)  of  2650  yards,  placed  above  the  primary  coil  (having  about 
the  same  weight  as  the  copper  ribbon)  the  magnetizing  effects 
disappeared,  the  sparks  were  much  smaller,  ^'  but  the  shock  was 
almost  too  intense  to  be  received  with  impunity."  The  secondary 
current  in  this  case  was  one  of  small  *' quantity"  but  of  great 
"intensity."  With  a  single  break  of  circuit  in  the  primary,  it 
was  passed  through  a  circle  of  56  students  of  his  senior  class, 
with  the  effect  of  a  moderate  charge  from  a  Leyden  jar.  From 
various  experiments,  the  limit  of  efficient  length  for  a  given  gal- 
vanic power  was  ascertained ;  beyond  which  the  induced  current 
was  diminished.  Employing  a  Cruickshank  battery  of  60  small 
elements  (4  inches  square)  he  found  with  the  ribbon  coil  that  the 
induced  currents  were  exceedingly  feeble,  but  with  the  long  wire 
helix  as  the  primary  circuit  that  strong  indications  were  produced. 
By  the  alternations  of  the  ribbon  and  wire  coils,  the  fact  was 
established  "that  an  intensity  current  can  induce  one  of  quantity, 
and  by  the  preceding  experiments  the  converse  has  also  been 
shown  that  a  quantity  current  can  induce  one  of  intensity;"  a 
result  which  has  had  an  important  bearing  on  the  subsequent 
development  of  the  electro-magnetic  "  Induction-Coil."  With  a 
long  ribbon  coil  receiving  the  galvanic  current  from  35  feet  of 
zinc  surface,  sensible  induction  shocks  could  be  felt  from  a  large 
annular  coil  of  four  feet  diameter  (containing  five  miles  of  wire) 
when  placed  in  parallelism  at  a  distance  of  four  feet  from  the  pri- 
mary coil:  while  at  the  distance  of  one  foot  the  shock  became 
too  severe  to  be  taken.  With  this  arrangement  an  induction 
shock  was  given  from  one  apartment  to  another,  through  the 
intervening  partition. 

Successive  orders  of  Induction. — When  it  is  considered  that 
the  primary  current  in  such  cases  has  a  considerable  duration, 
while  the  secondary  current  is  but  momentary,  being  developed 
only  at  the  instant  of  change  in  the  primary,  it  could  certainly 
not  have  been  expected  that  this  single  instantaneous  electrical 
impulse  of  reaction  would  be  capable  of  acting  as  a  primary 
current,  and  of  similarly  inducing  an  action  on  a  third  independ- 
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eDt  circuit :  and  during  the  seven  years  in  which  galvanic  iDduc- 
tion  had  been  known,  no  physicist  ever  thought  of  making 
the  trial.  Theoretically  it  might  perhaps  have  been  inferred, 
if  such  tertiary  induction  had  any  existence,  as  it  would  be 
coincident  not  with  the  instantaneous  secondary  induction,  but 
with  the  initiation  and  termination  of  such  momentary  curreut, 
and  hence  in  opposite  signs — separated  by  an  inappreciable 
interval  of  time,  that  the  whole  phenomenon  would  probably  be 
entirely  masked  by  a  practical  neutralization.  The  experiments 
of  Henry  fully  established,  however,  the  new  and  remarkable 
result  of  a  very  appreciable  tertiary  current.  By  connecting 
the  secondary  coil  with  another  at  some  distance  from  the  pri- 
mary so  as  not  to  be  influenced  by  it  directly,  but  forming 
with  the  secondary  a  single  closed  circuit,  not  only  was  the 
distant  coil  capable  of  producing  in  an  insulated  wire  helix 
placed  over  it,  a  distinct  current  of  induction  at  the  interruption 
of  the  primary,  but  sensible  shocks  were  obtained  from  it.  The 
experiment  was  pushed  still  further ;  and  inductive  currents  of 
a  fourth  degree  were  obtained.  "  By  a  similar  but  more  ex- 
tended arrangement,  shocks  were  received  from  currents  of  a 
fourth,  and  a  fifth  order:  and  with  a  more  powerful  primary  car- 
rent,  and  additional  coils,  a  still  greater  number  of  successive 
inductions  might  be  obtained.  ...  It  was  found  that  with  the 
small  battery  a  shock  could  be  given  from  the  current  of  the 
third  order  to  twenty-five  persons  joining  hands ;  also  shocks  per- 
ceptible in  the  arms  were  obtained  from  a  current  of  the  fifth 
order."  As  Henry  simply  remarks  :  "  The  induction  of  currents 
of  different  orders,  of  sufficient  intensity  to  give  shocks,  could 
scarcely  have  been  anticipated  from  our  previous  knowledge  of 
the  subject."  By  means  of  the  small  magnetizing  helix  intro- 
duced into  each  circuit,  the  direction  of  these  successive  currents 
was  found  to  be  alternating  or  reversed  to  each  other. 

The  concluding  section  of  this  important  memoir  is  occupied 
with  an  account  of  "  The  production  of  induced  currents  of  the 
different  orders  from  ordinary  electricity."  An  open  glass  cylin- 
der about  six  inches  in  diameter  was  provided  with  two  long  nar- 
row strips  of  tin  foil  pasted  around  it  in  corresponding  helical 
courses,  the  one  on  the  outside  nnd  the  other  on  the  inside, 
directly  opposite  to  each  other.  The  inner  coiled  strip  had  its 
extremities  connected  with  insulated  wires  which  formed  a  circuit 
outside  the  cylinder,  and  included  a  small  magnetizing  helix. 
The  outer  tin  foil  strip  was  also  connected  with  wires  so  that  an 
electrical  discharge  from  a  half-gallon  Leyden  jar  could  be  passed 
through  it.  The  magnetization  of  a  small  needle  indicated  an 
induced  current  through  the  inner  tin-foil  ribbon  corresponding 
in  direction  with  the  outer  current  from  the  jar.*     By  means  of 

♦  About  a  year  later,  the  distingnishpd  German  eli'ctHdan  Pet^r  Riess, 
apparently  unaware  of  Henry's  researches,  disoovered  the  aeoondaiy  cor- 
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d  f^h&n  cjllnder  similarly  provided  with  Uellcal  tin-roil 
lu  #yi(.iible  aiioneclkma  a  Itriiary  current  uf  indui^lion 
fti n vii ,  an nl o^ uns  tg  th nt  U e ri v t* cl  f r u m  guJ  v ii t i J s n i>  ' *  A  Tgo 
wMiihin  m  tltti  ».iinm  wuj  of  a  third  cyiiuil«r,  a  carn;nl  af 

*r  a3  thesfj  successive  indncLions  from  an  electrical  dliw 
rcro  to  those  prtrious^ly  oJmjrved  in  the  case  or  the  gal- 
rrtii tp  til ey  p re st^ n t c d  one  pti KX I i D g  d i ffe re n cc  in  t h e  d i rec* 
Ibe  eurr*?Dt£i  of  the  different  ordera,  **  These  in  the 
L*nis  vfiih  the  ficl^^s  cylinders,  nist*jad  nf  i^xliUntinjj  the 
iim  uf  tht*  galvanic  cura^nts,  were  all  in  tht*  t^uuw  diri*e- 
bi;sdtsehurge  iVoni  the  jar,  or  in  olher  wui'iU  ihc^y  were  nil 
On  ^u^J4ltilmNig  for  the  tinned  ^\n»s  cylinders,  well  \mn* 
iper  coiK  ^*ulternaiitjnj<  were  found  the  mm^  a^  in  the 
lUvanij^m,"  The  ojily  differenee  upparently  belwoen  the 
ngeineuH*,  wan  that  Ihe  liu-foil  ribb<in?ii  were  6e|:iarated 
LbiT  iLiu  ghi6.s  of  the  eylindi^rs,  while  the  copper  spiral 
*e  placed  ao  inch  and  a  half  apart.  By  varied  expepu 
Eje  direction  of  the  induced  current ^^  wn*  lound  to  dej>end 
in  the  distance  bctflfcen  the  conductors; — the  indurtum 
tt  a  ceriain  dititance,  {according  to  the  lunt/unt  of  tha 
nd  llie  characters  of  the  conductors,)  und  I  he  direetitm 
Liuced  current  hey  and  ihlm  cririeul  di^tnnee  heiugeonlrury 
f  t  h«  pri  ma  ry  cu  rre  n  l.  *  *  *  W  i  1 1 1  a  h  n  I U^  ry  t  j  f  e  i  j;  h  t  }i  a  1  f^ 
rs,  Kutl  parallel  wirej?  abont  len  fet^t  Itmg,  the  ehwti^e  in 
'tioe  did  not  tako  pUicc  at  a  les«  dii^lnnce  than  from 
)  iiftcen  inchet^,  nnd  with  a  Ptili  lurger  InUtery  and  longer 
T^,  no  change  was  found  el  though  ihc  induction  was 
t  at  the  diBtance  of  several  feet."  With  I)r  Hare's  bat- 
\2  galhni  jar«,  and  a  eo|>per  wire  nbont  one-tenth  of  an 
kand  80  feet  long  6irel(.*hed  aeroftg  the  Jeeture-room  and 
either  side  toward  the  battery,  a  seeoDd  wire  stretched 

^  frnw  ffii^cbAnlflHl  plt'olHrfty,  liy  »  v^ry  dhnlUr  *«ir*rimftiit. 
nCfi  Anmha  dfit  Ph^sik  Uftd  Chrmit,  1833,  No*  G,  vuJ*  *lVii.  jip. 

PAHntfATi  tn  tli*>i1tfwltftn  of  polartMtten  (wltlioat  ref«r«ac»  to 
cttir«fiW>  jiHI»«arii  to  hAv«  Ve»*ti  first  uoticefl  by  V.  Sugary,  Pt>uio 
r*  l*pfnf«.  hi  Ah  jiiiportiint  fllHlll4^i^  cfvtiiniunieattHt  lu  i\n»  Pnrn 
f>f  Bt-i**ijp»*^  .Ui\r  '^^,  1826,  M.  Sttvary  miiti^-nnttt^d  ttifti  "Tin* 
of  th«*  mairtjvttij  iJolnfHj  af  Bin  a  11  netiMli-s  exiKi&fd  to  nii  i^lfitHo 
ir**at*«l  nlahif  a  wiri*  *itret(ilimi  tongitntiiiJully*  v«ri»*H  wiih  Ui* 
iithff  irif^t'*— tlie  Jioti^n  hi*fiisr  found  tf*  tm  ]>»Ji*»^Ucal  wHli  tli« 
M.  3At-afy  f>ti^(*rT»d  threw  pf^Hnrffi,  nnd  wlflo  thv  fart  lloit  tliti 
of  TPAithtitHi)  I'tTi  rit  aistl  *vf  rliH  iiodHl  i«mi  **  r pry  with  the  1t*i*fftl» 
ftf-r  of  tbn  wkfu,  nfid  witU  tbf  int^^tiHif  j  nf  Uie  dWhflr.ee/'  lU 
i  tti»|  **  wli^ti  A  bfllx  ia  nsM  for  mnpat'tUitis,  tli**  dii^Um^**  At 
I  t!)tti*dl«i  plutT*'*!  vrhlirn  It  is  froTti  tbw  tioiidnctin^  wir#,  i*»  Indlf* 
Ht  111*  (llrrotion  And  tha  deffmo  of  mnKtii»tii!itinTi  depetidi  nn  tUo 
nf  tlj**  dUnhariffij  ami  nil  tbft  ratb>  l]«tweeu  tlit*  IniiiiAh  and  nii* 
r*.'*  (Bi*wit*r'i  Edinburgh  Jour.  .S'cj,  Oct.  1S26,  toU  f  *  p*  3*i&0 
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parallel  with  the  former  for  about  35  feet  and  extended  to  fom 
an  independent  circuit  (its  ends  being  connected  with  a  smal 
nuignetizing  helix,)  was  tested  at  varying  distances  beginninj 
with  a  few  inches  until  they  were  twelve  feet  apart :  p.t  which  dis 
tance  of  the  parallel  wire,  its  induction  though  enfeebled,  sti 
indicated  by  its  magnetizing  power,  a  direction  correspondiiij 
with  the  primary  current.  The  form  of  the  room  did  not  permi 
a  convenient  separation  of  the  two  circuits  to  a  greater  di£ 
tance.* 

The  eminent  French  electrician  Becquerel,  in  a  chapter  o 
Induction  in  his  large  work,  remarks :  "  Quite  recently  M.  Henrj 
Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  New  Jersey,  has  exteridei 
the  domain  of  this  branch  of  physics :  the  results  obtained  b 
him  are  of  such  importance,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  intensit 
of  the  effects  produced,  that  it  is  proper  to  expound  them  her 
with  some  detail."  Twenty  pages  are  then  devoted  to  thea 
researches,  f 

A  memoir  was  read  before  the  Society,  June  19th,  1840,  givin 
an  account  of  observations  on  the  two  forms  of  induction  occu 
ring  on  the  making  and  on  the  breaking  of  the  primary  galvani 
circuit,  the  two  differing  in  character  as  well  as  in  direction.  I 
these  experiments  he  employed  a  Daniell's  constant  battery  of  3 
elements ;  the  battery  being  *'  sometimes  used  as  a  single  serie 
with  all  its  elements  placed  consecutively,  and  at  others  in  tw 
or  three  series,  arranged  collaterally,  so  as  to  vary  the  quautit; 
and  intensity  of  the  electricity  as  the  occasion  might  require. 
As  the  initial  induction  had  always  been  found  so  feeble  as  t 
be  scarcely  perceptible,  (although  in  quantity  suflBcient  to  affec 
the  ordinary  galvanometer  as  much  as  the  terminal  induction, 
most  of  the  results  previously  obtained  (such  as  the  detection  c 
successive  orders  of  currents)  were  derived  from  the  strong  in 
ductions  at  the  moment  of  breaking  the  circuit.  It  becam 
therefore  important  to  endeavor  to  intensify  the  initial  inductioi 
for  its  more  especial  examination  :  and  this  it  was  found  coul( 
be  effected  in  two  ways, — by  increasing  the  "intensity"  of  th 
battery,  and  by  diminishing  within  certain  limits  the  length  c 
the  primary  coil. 

*•  With  the  current  from  one  element,  the  shock  at  breakinj 
the  circuit  was  quite  severe,  but  at  making  the  same  it  was  ver 
feeble,  and  could  be  perceived  in  the  fingers  only  or  through  thi 

♦  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  vol.  vl.  new  series,  art.  ix.  pp.  ^03-337.  I' 
the  ProoeediiigH  of  the  Soointy  for  Novemher  2(\,  1838,  when  thin  memoi 
was  read,  it  is  recorded  »» Professor  Henry  made  a  verhal  commnniontioi 
during  the  coarse  of  which  h»*  illustrated  experimentally  the  phenom.*iii 
developed  in  his  paper."  (Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  Nov.  2,  1838.  vol.  i 
p.  54.) 

t  Traits  experimental  de  l'£lectricitS  et  du  MagnStisme,  vol.  r.  pp.  87-107 
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igue.  With  two  elements  in  the  circuit  the  shock  at  the 
^iiining  was  slightly  increased :  with  three  elements  the  in- 
»82ae  wus  tuore  decided,  while  the  shock  at  breaking  the  circuit 
iiained  netirlj  of  the  same  intensity  as  at  first,  or  was  compa- 
i^eiy  but  little  increased.  When  the  number  of  elements  was 
ireai^ed  to  ten,  the  shock  at  making  contact  was  found  fully 
ml  to  that  at  breaking,  and  by  employing  a  still  greater  num- 
■,  the  farmi^r  was  decidedly  greater  than  the  latter,  the  difference 
itiniially  inereasing  until  all  the  thirty  elements  were  introduced 
0  the  circuit  .  .  .  Experiments  were  next  made  to  deter- 
Q^  tke  InQuoncu  of  a  variation  in  the  length  of  the  coil,  the 
etiBity  of  the  battery  remaining  the  same."  For  this  purpose 
battery  eonsisiliiig  of  a  single  clement  "  was  employed  ;  and 
kngih  of  the  copper  ribbon  coil  was  successively  reduced 
fD  &0  feet,  by  measures  of  15  feet.  With  45  feet,  the  initial 
uction  wua  struuger  than  with  60  feet :  with  the  next  shorter 
gih  it  wus  more  perceptible,  and  increased  in  intensity  with 
^b  dituiaution  of  the  coil,  until  a  length  of  about  fifteen  feet 
peured  to  give  a  maximum  result."  At  the  same  time  it  was 
lut  tbjit  "  the  intensity  of  the  shock  at  the  ending  of  the  bat- 
T  uurrcnt  dimiaishes  with  each  diminution  of  the  length  of 
coil  ,  ,  .  By  the  foregoing  results  we  are  evidently 
DLHhed  with  two  methods  of  increasing  at  pleasure  the  intensity 
tbe  iuductioii  at  the  beginning  of  a  battery  current,  the  one 
jsistlng  in  increasing  the  intensity  of  the  source  of  the  elec- 
iliy,  and  tiie  uthtT  in  diminishing  the  resistance  to  conduction 
the  circuit  wliile  its  intensity  remains  the  same." 
Bavinj^  thus  ttttrceeded  in  exalting  the  initial  induction,  Henry 
iteeded  in  his  invrestigation.  Distinct  currents  of  the  third, 
iHh,  and  fifth  orders  were  readily  obtained  from  it;  and  as  was 
licipated,  wiUi  tlieir  signs  (or  directions)  the  reverse  of  the 
rre^spondinc^  orders  derived  from  the  terminal  induction.  In 
ter  resperls  "  tiie  series  of  induced  currents  produced  at  the 
dnninpr  of  the  primary  current  appeared  to  possess  all  the 
)|>nrtie»  bclon^nng  to  those  of  the  induction  at  the  ending  of 
isamc  current" 

Tn  the  course  of  these  investigations  the  idea  havinpr  occurred 
bfm  "  that  the  intense  shocks  given  by  the  electricnl  fish  may 
mUly  he  from  a  secondary  current,"  os  it  appeared  to  him 
*t  '*fbifl  is  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  conceive  of  such 
fnpe  eleetriHty  being  produced  in  organs  imperfectly  insulated 
(1  immersed  in  a  conducting  medium,"  he  endeavored  to  simu- 
e  ihe  {^ffert  by  arranging  a  secondary  wire  coil  furnished  with 
rminsil  handles,  over  a  primary  copper  ribbon  coil,  the  two 
ine  iTimilated  as  usual.  "By  immersing  the  apparatus  in  a 
alW  ve?isel  of  water,  the  handles  being  placed  at  the  two  ex- 
^mities  of  the  diameter  of  the  helix,  and  the  hands  plunged 
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into  the  water  parallel  to  a  line  joining  the  two  poles,  a  shock 
felt  through  the  arms." 

The  former  experiment  of  obtaining  an  induction  shock  frc 
one  room  to  another  through  a  partition,  was  repeated  on 
still  larger  scale.  All  the  coils  of  copper  ribbon  having  be 
united  in  a  single  continuous  conductor  of  about  400  feet 
length,  **  this  was  rolled  into  a  ring  of  five  and  a  half  feet 
diameter,  and  suspended  vertically  against  the  inside  of  the  lar 
folding  doors  which  separate  the  laboratory  from  the  lectu 
room.  On  the  other  side  of  the  doors  in  the  lecture-room  a 
directly  opposite  the  coil  was  placed  a  helix  formed  of  upwai 
of  a  mile  of  copper  wire,  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  in  thickne 
and  wound  into  a  hoop  of  four  feet  in  diameter.  With  tl 
arrangement,  and  a  battery  of  147  square  feet  of  zinc  surft 
divided  into  eight  elements,  shocks  were  perceptible  in  the  tong 
when  the  two  conductors  were  separated  to  the  distance  of  nea 
seven  feet.  At  the  distance  of  between  three  and  four  feet,  1 
shocks  were  quite  severe.  The  exhibition  was  rendered  ra( 
interesting  by  causing  the  induction  to  take  place  through 
number  of  persons  standing  in  a  row  between  the  two  a 
ductors." 

The  second  section  of  the  memoir  is  mainly  occupied  w 
details  of  experiments  on  the  screening  effect  of  conducting  plai 
(of  non-magnetic  metals)  when  interposed  between  the  primary  a 
secondary  coils :  showing  remarkable  contrasts  in  the  "quantit 
and  "intensity"  classes  of  galvanic  effects.  When  the  annu 
spool  or  helix  (of  nearly  one  mile  of  copper  wire)  was  employ 
with  the  large  spiral  coil  of  copper  ribbon,  *'  the  coil  being  c( 
nected  with  a  battery  of  ten  elements,  the  shocks  both  at  maki 
and  breaking  the  circuit  were  very  severe ;  and  these  as  usi 
were  almost  entirely  neutralized  by  the  interposition  of  the  zi 
plate.  But  when  the  galvanometer  was  introduced  into  1 
circuit  instead  of  the  body,  its  indications  were  the  same  whetl 
the  plate  was  interposed  or  not ;  or  in  other  words  the  galvai 
meter  indicated  no  screening,  while  under  the  same  circumstan( 
the  shocks  were  neutralized.  A  similar  effect  was  observ 
when  the  galvanometer  and  the  magnetizing  helix  were  togetl 
introduced  into  the  circuit.  The  interposition  of  the  plate  i 
tirely  neutralized  the  magnetizing  power  of  the  helix  (in  ref 
ence  to  tempered  steel)  while  the  deflections  of  the  galvanome 
were  unaffected."  The  induction  currents  of  the  third,  four 
and  fifth  orders,  were  found  to  be  of  considerable  **  intensity;" 
magnetizing  steel  needles,  giving  shocks,  not  being  interrupt 
by  a  drop  of  water  placed  in  the  circuit  between  the  ends  of  t 
severed  wire, — and  yet  being  screened  or  neutralized  by  a  d 
tallic  plate  interposed  between  the  coils.* 

*  Trans.  Am,  Phil.  Soc.  Jane  1840,  vol.  viii.  n.  8.  art.  i.  pp.  1-18. 
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mtlnuatton  vf  the  memoir  wraa  read  before  the  Ptiiluso- 
ii^udelY  Not  ember  20lh,  1S40^  discussing  furtlHT  the 
icd  differc^nces  be r ween  an  iuilial  or  aa  increasing  jrul* 
friirnijt,  and  a  deLTeasiog  or  a  terminnl  currr^nt,  \n  pro- 
iljy  pli*niomeim  of  inductioth  On  iho  sitme  otTtiition 
(li^i^cribcil  *■  nn  apparatMS  for  producing  a  rcclproeatlng 
by  tli^  rcpnhfon  in  the  conBecutfro  parts  of  a  conductor 
*  which  R  giilfnnie  current  Is  pasism^/^  About  ten  years 
be  hnd  devi>ied  tbc?  first  olectvo-niagnetic  eriginu  (ope- 
tj  Jntei'Diiticut  niftgnedc  attractions  and  rcpufsioniii) ;  a+<d 
bad  codtrivod  the  first  gaivanic  engine,  operating  by  the 
)u»  iutermitteut  attfactione*  and  repulsioDs  of  the  electric 


im  IS42,  be  presented  a  communication  to  the  Society 
lug  an  ijivc?«ti^ution  of  some  anoHialrcK  m  ordinary  dee* 
iduclion.  While  with  the  larg'er  needles  ("No.  8  and  No. 
jected  to  th«  magiietiziiig  hcitx,  the  poliirity  whs  rtlwriy^ 
lable  to  tbc  direction  of  the  di«ehargt.\  he  found  that  when 
e  needfes  were  employed,  an  incrca^se  in  iho  force  of  tbo 
ty  produced  ehangcM  of  polarity.  About  a  thoufiaud 
■rnetized  in  the  testing  beiiece  in  these  re§earchcR. 
.!enon»enou  was  finally  cleared  up  by  the  important 
y  tii^a  uu  electrical  equilibrium  was  not  inslantaneooslj 
\iy  the  iipurk,  but  that  it  was  attained  only  after  bevcral 
t^m  of  the  tlow,  '*The  dieeharge,  whatever  may  be  ita 
m  not  eorreetly  re  pre  Ben  ted  by  tbe  eingle  transfer  from 
J  of  tiie  jfir  t*>  the  otlier :  the  phenomena  reqnini  um  to 
ic  fristeiire  of  a  principal  discharge  in  one  direction,  and 
rcral  refk>x  actions  li«ekward  and  f(>rward,  cacb  more 
laa  tbo  preceding,  no  til  the  equilibnum  is  olitained/'f 
f  ease  therefore  of  the  electrostatic  discharge,  the  tei^iing 
were  really  subjected  to  an  oscillating  alternation  of  cur- 
ud  CfmHequenlly  t^  suceeMive  partial  df*-magnetiziitiona 
itrtistaiiuns.  The  complications  produced  by  thisj  re* 
;,  jsiitisfaeiorily  ^xphilned  for  the  first  time,  the  die- 
rt-.*jiu  otxahicd  by  d liferent  invcj^^tiftfitors.  This  (lingular 
current  was  iugpfiionsly  applied  by  Henry  to  explain  the 
i  clti^ogc  nf  inriuetive  current  wiVb  differinf?  distances, 
the  pritnitivc  discharge  wave  bo  in  excess  of  tbe  magnetic 

ttdin^  Am.  Ph'iK  Soe,  Nor»  20,  1940,  rol.  !,  p.  301, 

i«^jrf  Am.  PhiL  Sfif,  June  17,  1842,  roL  IL  pp.  1^3.^tl«tmholti 
E  y^AfU  tttter  {ifi  1S47),  tiui  qtiit^  i]tit«pendi*ntly,  engKOKted  **  A 
i  And  fofw*r<t  motion  b^tfP^en  tin?  costings''  wlmn  the  Ltrycien 
lAiir^d.  Ai><l  Htill  R^th  yt^Atn  Utt*r  {in  1S5'J)  Bir  William  Thom- 
*  UMi  HAint*  titj{t*pifiid44tii  oonjm'tuiM*,  To  K.  Bavary  however  it 
tN4ll  of  liftvlti|c  Drni  throAu  out  ilte  bypotUt^i^isof  electrionl  ^eiU 
it  n&riy  wt>  iu  ilri^T. 
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capacity  of  the  needle  at  a  given  position,  the  return  wave  might 
be  just  suflBcient  to  completely  reverse  its  polarity,  and  the 
diminished  succeeding  wave  insufficient  to  restore  it  to  its  former 
condition;  while  at  a  greater  distance,  the  primitive  wave  might 
be  so  far  reduced  as  to  jusi  magnetize  the  needle  fully,  and  the 
second  wave,  being  still  more  enfeebled,  would  only  partially  de- 
magnetize it,  leaving  still  a  portion  of  ihe  original  polanty;  aud 
so  fur  the  following  diminished  oscillations. 

In  the  course  of  these  extended  researches  the  presence  of  in- 
ductive action  was  traced  to  most  surprising  and  unimagined 
distances.  '*A  single  spark  from  the  prime  conductor  of  the 
machine,  of  about  an  inch  long,  thrown  on  the  end  of  a  circuit  ol 
wire  in  an  upper  room,  produced  an  induction  sufficiently  power- 
ful to  magnetize  needles  in  a  parallel  circuit  of  wire  placed  in  the 
cellar  beneath,  at  a  perpendicular  distance  of  thirty  feet,  with 
two  floors  and  ceilings — each  fourteen  inches  thick  intervening.' 

*'The  last  part  of  the  series  of  experiments  relates  to  inducec 
currents  from  atmospheric  electricity.  By  a  very  simple  arrange 
ment,  needles  are  strongly  magnetized  in  the  author's  study,  even 
when  the  flash  is  at  the  distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles,  and 
when  the  thunder  is  scarcely  audible.  On  this  principle  he  pro 
poses  a  simple  self  registering  electrometer,  connected  with  an 
elevated  exploring  rod."  For  obtaining  the  results  above  alluded 
to,  a  thick  wire  was  soldered  to  the  edge  of  the  tin  roof  of  hij 
dwelling  and  passed  into  his  study  through  a  hole  in  the  window 
frame ;  while  a  similar  wire  passing  out  to  the  ground,  terminated 
in  connection  with  a  metal  plate  in  a  deep  well  close  by.  BetweeE 
the  wire  ends  within  his  study,  various  apparatus,  including  mag- 
netizing helices  of  different  sizes  and  characters  could  be  attached, 
80  as  to  be  within  the  line  of  conduction  from  the  roof  to  the 
ground.  The  inductions  from  atmospheric  discharges  were  found 
to  have  the  oscillatory  character  observed  with  the  Leyden  jar 
and  by  interposing  several  magnetizing  helices  with  few  and  will 
many  convolutions,  he  was  able  to  get  from  a  needle  in  the  formei 
the  polarity  due  to  the  direct  current,  and  in  the  latter,  that  due 
to  the  return  current;  thus  catching  the  lightning  (as  it  were] 
upon  the  rebound. 

In  examining  the  "lateral  discharge"  from  a  lightning-rod  Ie 
good  connection  with  the  earth,  he  had  often  observed  that  while 
a  spark  could  be  obtained  sufficiently  strong  to  be  distinctly  felt, 
it  scarcely  affected  in  the  slightest  degree  a  delicate  gold-leal 
electroscope.  How  explain  so  incongruous  a  phenomenon? 
Henry  detected  the  very  simple  solution,  by  a  reference  to  the 
Belf-induction  of  the  rod, — a  negative  wave  passing  followed  im- 
mediately by  a  positive  wave  so  rapidly  as  to  completely  neutralize 
the  eff'ect  upon  the  electroscope  hefore  the  inertia  of  the  gold  leaf 
could  be  overcome,  while  actually  producing  a  double  spark  (seo- 
Bibly  co-incident)  to  and  from  the  recipient. 
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A  few  months  later,  **he  had  sacceeded  in  magnetizing  needles 
by  tlip  BccoDilury  current,  in  a  wire  more  than  two  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  distant  from  the  wire  through  which  the  primary  cur- 
reul  was  passing,  excited  by  a  single  spark  from  an  electrical 
machine/**'  In  this  case  the  primary  wire  was  his  telegraph 
line  siRHthed  seven  years  before  across  the  campus  of  the  College 
^mumU  itj  rroutof  Nassau  Hall :  the  secondary  or  induction  wire 
hmng  fiu^peiuitid  in  a  parallel  direction  across  the  grounds  at  the 
pear  of  Nassau  Hall«  with  its  ends  terminating  in  buried  metallic 
plates :- — the  large  building  intervening  between  the  two  wires. 

This  brilliant  series  of  contributions  to  our  knowledge  of  a  most 
reeondite  and  mysterious  agent,  placed  Henry,  by  the  concurrent 
judgmeut  of  all  competent  physicists,  in  the  very  front  rank  of 
ofigiijal  investigators.  His  persevering  researches  in  the  elec- 
tnt^al  paradoxus  of  induction,  perhaps  more  than  any  similar  ones, 
tended  to  slreiigthen  the  hypothesis  of  an  setherial  dynamic  agency; 
aliliongh  he  himself  had  for  a  long  time  been  inclined  to  favor  the 
maii^rial  hypo  thesis,  f 


INVESTIGATIONS  IN  GENERAL  PHYSICS:   FROM  1830  TO  1846. 

]n  order  to  give  a  proper  connection  to  the  experimental  in- 
quiriu?^  underiaken  by  Henry  in  various  fields,  it  is  necessary  to 
paufie  ht^re»  and  to  recur  to  some  of  his  earlier  scientific  labors. 

Mrleorology. — From  an  early  date  Henry  took  a  deep  interest 
ill  tbe  etudy  of  meteorology  :  not  only  on  account  of  its  practical 
im|iortanee,  but  from  its  relation  to  cosmieal  physics,  and  because 
from  the  very  complexity  and  irregularity  of  its  conditions,  it 
chfl Mended  further  investigation  and  stood  in  need  of  larger  gene- 
ralizalions.  His  early  association  with  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck  in 
the  firfit  development  of  the  system  of  meteorological  observations 
estabiif^hed  in  the  State  of  New  York,  has  already  been  referred 
to  in  the  f=ketdi  of  his  "  Early  Career."  This  actiive  and  zealous 
CO  operatinn  continued  from  1827  to  1832;  or  as  long  as  he  re- 
sided in  Albany. 

In  September  of  1830,  he  commenced  a  series  of  observations 
for  Professor  Fenwick  of  Columbia  College,  to  determine  ihe 
maguetic  intensity  at  Albany.  With  the  assistance  of  his 
brotLer*in*lavv,  Professor  Stephen  Alexander,  these  observations 

•  Pf4vt^riinf}s  Am,  Phil,  So".  Oot   21,  1R42,  vol.  ii.  p.  229. 

t  In  n  par-iT  **Oii  ibe  Th«*ory  of  thePO-call«d  ImponHerHliIeR**  published 
idiik).  vt*ara  latPf.  h)  r«fKrrini(  to  the  plienomHiia  of  elf^ctncal  o*«cillation  iu 
HiH'Isai'iFf'.  fliirl  nf  the  j'erlHs  of  indnct{on<«  taking  plaon  and  **«xtendin,i{  to 
*  iinrpri:ilnfj  dTsUnce  on  all  j*M#»b,'*  he  remarks:  **Aj*  these  are  llie  resolU 
of  iiirrt-ms  in  altHrnate  directiona,  tliey  innr»t  prodm?e  in  nurroimding 
spsi'*-  a  tP-r\*^^  of  p fun  and  minus  motions,  analojrnos  to — if  not  idnntioal  with 
nudalatioiu,"     {Proceed.  Amer.  ABsoctation,  Albany,  Aag.  1S51,  p.  89.) 
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were  continued  daily  for  two  montlis.*  In  April,  1B31.  a  s 
series  of  observations  was  coinnienred  ;  in  tiu^  cuurs^  of 
his  attention  was  attracted  by  a  great  djsttirbanet?  uf  the  i 
during  the  time  of  a  conspicuou.^  "  aurora"  on  the  l!ith  \A 
1831.  At  noon  of  the  19th  tho  o^cillaiioiis  wero  fouad 
perfectly  accordant  with  previous  oik^b,  but  at  C  oVlock  P. 
remarkable  increase  of  magnetic  inlunsity  wns^  indicafed. 
o'clock  of  the  same  evening,  during  the  most  active  manifos 
of  the  aurora,  the  oscillations  of  thu  needk^  were  again  exm 
**  Instead  of  still  indicating  as  at  6  o'clock  an  uneoiumoul 
degree  of  magnetic  intensity,  it  now  showed  an  iuteus^it 
eiderably  lower  than  usual."  Thun,  de^viguating  the  t 
intensity  at  the  place  as  unity,  at  G  o'clock  it  had  inerca 
1.024,  and  at  10  o'clock  had  subsided  to  U,9^B,  wbit.'b  n*:€ 
to  Hansteen's  observations  is  tlie  Ufitial  relation  of  mapiet 
turban ce  by  an  aurora. f  An  account  of  iUcho  re**ultsi  wa 
municated  by  Henry  to  the  Albiiny  InstituU*,  Jatiuary  2ff, 
and  was  also  published  in  the  Keport  of  the  Ke|ft?ut(*  ofth 
York  University.  A  little  more  tlnui  a  ujontb  later  ( ti>  i 
March  6,  1832,)  he  had  been  ab!e  to  tollale  the  vanoiii*  pul 
accounts  of  this  aurora;  and  he  learned  'Hlio  fart  of 
turbance  of  terrestrial  magnetis^ni  beinp  observed  by  Mr  C 
in  England  on  the  same  eveninjr.  and  at  pcadyihe  &ara 
the  disturbance  was  witnessdi  in  Albany,  and  tliat  loo  ii 
nection  with  the  appearance  of  nn  aurora."  This  cirrum 
led  him  to  make  a  careful  coni]>arlHon  of  the  notices  of  o 
displays  given  in  the  meteorological  reports  in  the  Ann 
Philosophy  for  1830  and  1831,  with  those  of  the  Keports 
New  York  Regents  for  the  same  period.  "  By  inspecting 
two  publications  it  was  seen  that  from  Aprils  1  H'^O^  to  Aprils 


*  The  needleR  employed  in  the^n  obB^rTailauA  were  ti  tJoapU  Vi 
by  Prof«).<4aor  Kenwiuk  from  Capt.  Sat^hii^^ — i)ut)  of  wliicli  Usui  bi^loi 
Prof.  Haiisteen  of  Norway.  **Thfy  were  stifiptpiiilpil  nct^or'llfig 
method  of  Haiisteen  in  a  small  nmltogaiiy  box,  by  a  flii^lif  Abrc; 
Ailk.  The  b<»z  was  furnished  with  n  glasa  oon^r,  And  hitd  n  |rr» 
arc  of  ivory  on  the  bottom  to  mark  tlie  amplitiide  of  the  vilirntiot 
using  thi:)  apparatus,  the  time  of  thrt^t*  hui^itrt^il  Tkbrfitio»!)  wi»  no 
a  qiiarttT-^eoond  watoh,  well  re^uhitt^d  to  m«au  time ;  a  reginl^ 
ma<ie  at  the  end  of  every  tenth  vihrrittou,  tiiiit  a  ir)«]|ii  dMnot^d  frc 
whole,  taken  as  the  true  time  of  thtt  tbret*  buiiidrtHl  Tthration>i.  i 
ments  carefully  made  with  this  appnr^tiii^  wi^re  found  iinf^ct'ptilil*^  i 
sidtirHble  ao(-uraoy  :  *'  the  indlvidiiul  ob^ervaUoi>4  not  dlfferiu^  fre 
mean  number,  ordinarily  more  than  oiv«^'lbt»a.-«Andih.  (Sfllimau 
Jour.  Sci.  April,  1832,  vol.  xxli.  p.  14^.) 

t  Prof.  Hansteen  has  remarked  timt  "A  ihort  time  bwfora  the 
boreal  is  appears,  the  intensity  of  tbe  mni^tiMtfsm  of  the  (^:)rtLt  U  apt 
to  an  nnoommon  heigitt ;  but  so  Muni  an  ibe  Hurom  bort^aU^  b»>ij 
proportion  as  its  force  increases,  tb^.^  piirtHii^ity  of  the  magnetfiiDi 
earth  decreases,  recovering  its  former  iitreiijiith  by  degri^ea.  oft«n  i 
the  end  of  twenty- four  hours."  {KditibHrifh  PhiloKoph*  J&itr.  Jan 
ToL  zii.  p.  91.) 
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iiidu,=?ive,  the  aurora  was  remarkably  freqnent  and  brilliant  both 
ill  Kurope  and  in  this  country;  and  that  most  of  the  auroras 
desLTtbed  in  the  Annals  for  this  time,  particularly  the  brilliant 
ont;^,  were  seen  on  the  same  evening  in  England  and  in  the  State 
of  New  York."  From  which  he  argues  that  "  these  simultaneous 
appearances  of  the  meteor  in  Europe  and  America  would  there- 
fore seem  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  aurora  borealis  can- 
not be  classed  among  the  ordinary  local  meteorological  phenomena, 
but  ih^t  it  must  be  referred  to  some  cause  connected  with  the 
general  physical  principles  of  the  globe ;  and  that  the  more 
enerjretic  action  of  this  cause  (whatever  it  may  be)  affects  simul- 
tiiiieously  a  greater  portion  of  the  northern  hemisphere."  * 

In  attempting  to  classify  and  digest  the  meteorological  data 
within  his  reach,  Henry  became  strongly  impressed  with  the 
neees,sity  of  much  more  extensive,  continuous,  and  systematic 
ob.servHtions  than  any  as  yet  undertaken :  and  he  omitted  no 
opjiortunities  of  directing  influence  upon  the  minds  of  our 
Diitioiial  legislators,  to  impress  them  with  the  great  need — as 
well  as  the  practical  policy  of  prosecuting  the  subject  by  govern- 
raenlid  resources.  No  one  at  that  day  seemed  so  fully  awake 
botk  to  the  importance  and  to  the  methods  of  prosecuting  such 
inquiry :  and  no  one  more  effectually  advanced  both  by  direct 
and  by  indirect  exertions  the  wide-spread  interest  in  this  study, 
than  ho. 

In  1839,  while  at  Princeton,  he  induced  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society  officially  to  memorialize  the  National  Ooveru- 
niGiit  ti>  establish  stations  for  magnetic  and  meteorological  obser- 
vations: a  movement  which  was  partly  successful,  though  not  to 
the  extent  desired.  On  the  subject  of  international  systems  of 
observation  and  register,  he  justly  remarks  at  a  later  date  :  "  In 
order  that  the  science  of  meteorology  may  be  founded  on  reliable 
daTiij  and  attain  that  rank  which  its  importance  demands,  it  is 
necessary  that  extended  systems  of  co-operation  should  be  estab- 
lished. In  regard  to  climate,  no  part  of  the  world  is  isolated  : 
that  of  the  smallest  island  in  the  Pacific,  is  governed  by  the 
general  currents  of  the  air  and  the  waters  of  the  ocean.  To  fully 
understand  therefore  the  causes  which  influence  the  climate  of 
any  one  country,  or  any  one  place,  it  will  be  necessary  to  study 
t!ie  conditions,  as  to  heat,  moisture,  and  the  movements  of  the 
ttir,  of  all  others.  It  is  evident  also  that  as  far  as  possible,  one 
method  should  be  adopted,  and  that  instruments  affording  the 
same  indications  under  the  same  conditions  shonld  be  employed. 
-  .  ,  A  general  plan  of  this  kind,  for  observing  the  meteor- 
olojrical  and  magnetical  changes,  more  extensively  than  had  ever 
before  been  projected,  was  digested  by  the  British  Associatioa 

•  Sill.  Am,  Jour.  Sci.  April  1832,  vol.  xzii.  pp.  160-165. 
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in  1838,  in  which  the  principal  governments  of  Europ 
induced  to  take  an  active  part;  and  bad  that  of  the 
States,  and  those  of  South  America,  joined  iu  the  cut  it 
series  of  watch-towers  of  nature  would  Lave  bceu  di^l 
over  every  part  of  the  earth."  * 

A  large  collection  of  original  note^*  of  various  meteon 
observations, — on  magnetic  variation i^,  on  aiiruras  witij  a 
at  ascertaining  their  extreme  height,  on  violent  whirl-wi 
hail-stones,  on  thunder-storms,  and  the  di'portineiit  of  Vi^ 
rods, — unfortunately  never  published  nor  transerilied  w 
(with  much  other  precious  scientific  luutenal)  Ijy  a  fiie  i 
The  pheubraena  of  thunder-storms  wtr+*  nlwyys  Kiadied  hi 
with  great  interest  and  attention.  A  very  f^i'vere  oni 
visited  Princeton  on  the  evening  of  July  14lh  1841,  was  n 
described  in  a  communication  to  the  Amerkau  Philo: 
Society,  November  5ih,  1841. f 

On  November  3d,  1843,  he  made  a  cnmmunif^ntion 
Society  "in  regard  to  the  application  uf  M  el  Ion  i 'a  t  her  mo- 
apparatus  to  meteorological  purposes,  and  ex j plained  a  n 
tion  of  the  parts  connected  with  the  pile,  t*j  wliidi  he  bj 
led  in  the  course  of  his  researches,  lie  bail  foimd  the 
near  the  horizon,  powerful  reflectors  of  heat ;  but  in  the  c 
distant  thunder-storm,  he  had  found  that  the  cloud  waf 
than  the  adjacent  blue  space."! 

On  June  20,  1845,  he  read  a  paper  before  the  Soeietj 
simple  method  of  protecting  from  lightning,  buildings 
with  metallic  roofs;"  urging  the  impunance  in  (i»eL  i 
having  the  vertical  rain  pipes  always  in  guod  elect rieal 
tion  with  the  earth,  since  *'  on  the  prineiple  of  electrical 
tion,  houses  thus  covered  are  evidently  iiKire  liable  to  bi 
than  those  furnished  either  with  shinple  or  ijle."  It  is  o 
necessary  to  have  the  metallic  roof  in  good  metallic  cot 
with  the  gutters  and  pipes;  and  tlie  hitter  may  eeiivi 
have  soldered  to  the  lower  end  a  riblnin  of  slieet  efii>per 
three  inches  wide,  continuing  into  the  ground  summnti 
charcoal  and  extending  out  from  the  hoviae  till  it  termii 
moist  ground. § 

In  this  paper  he  incidentally  meets  the  much  deliared  c 
whether  a  lightning-rod  is  efficient  as  a.  conductur  by  its  ! 

♦  Agricultural  Report  of  Com.  of  PateiitA,  fnr  1855,  p,  367. 

t  Proceefl,  Am.  Phil.  Sor.  vol.  i1.  pp.  1U-111>. 

t  Proceed,  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  vol.  iv.  p.  22. 

§  Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Sor.  vol.  iv.  p.  179»  Henry  app«iirs 
befn  iDUoh  impressHd  with  the  coiidnotin^  vaint'  tiF  tlit*  tinn-^t  ^1 
pipfs  ooninionly  uRdd  ah  rain  spouts,  from  oh^t^rviii;^  that  auiiii  th^ 
Ta>raHe8  of  the  ciroiiitoiirt  patli  pnr*»ned  hv  tb«  llaliinii!^  {in 
booRex  struck  by  thiA  destruotivo  absent),  ihe  raiti  p]\^  wan  w 
qutfiitiy  selected  as  part  of  the  roata  ; — iiiHrkn  nr  e^cpt^^^i^^  ^tolec 
exhibited  at  its  lower  entj,  und  sometimes  at  Hs  top  ^s  wdL 
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or  by  its  surface  only.  While  he  had  been  able  to  magnetize 
small  needles  placed  transversely  to  the  edges  of  broad  strips  of 
copper,  through  which  electrical  discharges  were  passed,  he  could 
obtain  no  signs  of  magnetism  in  needles  when  placed  transversely 
near  the  sides  of  such  strips  about  mid- way  from  the  edges.  In 
like  manner  he  failed  to  discover  any  action  in  a  small  raagne- 
tiziny:  helix  placed  within  a  section  of  gas-pipe  and  connected 
with  it  at  either  end,  when  transmitting  through  the  system  an 
electrical  spark;  while  he  easily  obtained  magnetic  effects  with 
a  galvanic  current  passed  through  the  same  arrangement* 
From  these  and  other  experiments  he  was  led  to  believe  that 
mechanical  electricity  tends  to  pass  mainly  along  the  exterior 
fiurfaee  of  a  conductor,  and  accordingly  that  Ohra^s  law  of  con- 
duction is  not  applicable  to  mechanical  electricity. f 

Some  popular  uneasiness  having  been  excited  in  1846,  in  con- 
sequence of  telegraph  poles  being  occasionally  struck  by  light- 
ning, and  of  the  supposed  danger  to  travellers  along  highways 
likely  to  result  therefrom,  a  communication  on  the  subject  ad- 
dressed to  Dr.  Patterson,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  was  read  before  the  Society, 
and  reft*rred  to  Professor  Henry  for  report.  This  was  in  the 
very  infancy  of  the  electro-magnetic  telegraph  j  as  it  had  not 
then  been  in  existence  more  than  a  couple  of  years.  Henry 
responded  in  a  communication  read  June  19th,  1846,  to  the 
effect  that  while  telegraph  wires  as  long  conductors  were  emi- 
nently liable  to  receive  discharges  of  atmospheric  electricity 
both  from  charged  clouds  and  from  tiie  varying  electrical  condi- 
tion of  the  air  at  distant  points  along  the  line  (as  for  example 
even  by  a  fog  or  precipitation  of  vapor  at  one  station)  as  also 
from  induction  at  a  distance,  the  danger  to  travellers  along  a 
telegraph  road  would  be  very  slight,  unless  a  person  should  be 
standing  or  passing  quite  close  to  a  pole  at  the  moment  of  its 
being  struck.  He  however  recommended  that  for  the  protection 
of  tho  poles,  they  should  be  provided  with  conductors.  "The 
effects  of  powerful  discharges  from  the  clouds  may  be  prevented 
in  a  great  degree  by  ere»aing  at  intervals  along  the  line  and 
beside  the  supporting  poles  a  metallic  wire  connected  with  the 
earth  at  the  lower  end,  and  terminating  above  at  the  distance  of 
about  half  an  inch  from   the  wire  of  the  telegraph.     By  t'his 

*  In  parsing  a  gaWanio  ciirr(*nt  throngh  an  Iron  tab«,  he  obtained  the 
evidence  of  an  iiid action  from  both  tbe  inside  and  the  outaide  of  the  tube, 
but  in  opposite  direction;*. 

t  Thirt  very  important  qn^stion  cannot  be  regarded  as  even  yet  de- 
cisively ftettled  : — eminent  autliorities  maintaining  that  electricity  tnfl.w 
—of  whatever  origin — observes  equally  tlie  ratio  of  proportionality  to 
area  of  orof«8  section  in  the  oondnctor.  Probably  the  law  of  conductivity 
varies  with  circamstauces. 
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arrangement,  the  insulation  of  the  conductor  will  not  be  inter- 
fered with,  while  the  greater  portion  of  the  charge  will  be  drawn 
oflF.  1  think  this  precaution  of  great  importance  at  places  where 
the  line  crosses  a  river  and  is  supported  on  high  poles.  Also  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  office  of  the  telegraph,  where  a  dischi^e  fall- 
ing on  the  wire  near  the  station  might  send  a  current  into  the 
house  of  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  serious  accidents."*  This 
precaution  has  now  been  largely  adopted,  especially  on  the  tele- 
graph lines  of  the  central  portion  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
more  liable  to  the  effects  of  ligbtnlng.f 

Molecular  Physics. — Among  other  inquiries  many  original 
examinations  were  made  by  Henry  in  the  domain  of  molecular 
physics.  While  Professor  in  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1839, 
bis  attention  was  attracted  to  a  curious  case  of  metallic  capil- 
larity. A  small  lead  tube  about  eight  inches  long  happening  to 
be  left  with  a  bent  end  lying  in  a  shallow  dish  of  mercury,  he 
noticed  a  few  days  afterward  that  tho  mercury  had  disappeared 
from  the  dish,  and  was  spread  on  the  shelf  about  the  other  end 
of  the  tube.  On  a  careful  examination  of  the  tul.e  by  incision, 
it  appeared  that  the  mercury  had  not  passed  along  the  open  canal 
of  the  tube,  but  had  percolated  through  its  solid  substance.  To 
test  this,  a  solid  rod  of  lead  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  thick 
and  seven  inches  long  was  bent  into  a  siphon  form,  and  the 
shorter  end  immersed  in  a  small  shallow  vessel  of  mercury;  a 
similar  empty  vessel  being  placed  under  the  longer  end.  In  the 
course  of  24  hours  a  globule  of  mercury  was  found  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  lead  rod;  and  in  five  or  six  days  it  had  all  passed 
over  excepting  what  appeared  in  the  form  of  crystals  of  a  lead 
amalgam  in  the  upper  vessel.J  A  long  piece  of  thick  lead  wire 
was  afterward  suspended  in  a  vertical  position,  with  its  lower 
end  dipping  into  a  cup  of  mercury.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
traces  of  the  mercury  were  found  in  the  rod  at  the  height  of 
three  feet  above  the  cup :  thus  showing  that  a  metal  impervious 
to  water  or  oil  (excepting  under  very  great  pressure)  was  easily 
penetrated  to  great  distances  by  a  liquid  metal. 

Some  years  later  on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  he  endeavored  with 
the  assistance  of  his  friend  Dr.  Patterson  (then  Director  of  the 
United  States  Mint),  by  melting  a  small  globule  of  gold  on  a 
plate  of  clean  sheet-iron,  to  obtain  its  capillary  absorption  ;  but 
without  effect ;  probably  owing  to  the  interposition  of  a  thin  film 
of  oxide.  Applying  to  another  personal  friend,  Mr.  Cornelius 
of  Philadelphia,  a  very  intelligent  and  ingenious  manufacturer 
of  bronzes,  and  plated   ornaments  for  chandeliers,  etc.  to  try 

♦  Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Soc,  vol.  \v.  p.  266. 

t  Presoott.  ElectncHy  and  the  Electric  Telegraphy  8vo.  N.  York,  1877^ 
obap.  xxiii.  pp.  296.  and  411. 

t  Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Soc,,  vol.  i.  p.  82. 
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whether  a  piece  of  silver-plated  copper  heated  to  the  melting 
point  of  silver  would  shojv  any  absorption  of  that  metal,  he 
learned  that  it  was  a  common  experience  under  such  circumstances 
to  find  the  silver  disappear;  but  that  this  had  always  been  at- 
tributed to  a  volatilization  of  the  silver,  or  in  the  workman's 
phrase, — to  its  being  "burnt  off."  At  Henry's  request  the  expe- 
riment was  tried:  the  heated  end  of  a  silver-plated  piece  of 
copper  exhibited  on  cooling  and  cleaning,  a  copper  surface,  the 
other  end  remaining  unchanged.  Henry  next  had  the  copper 
surface  slightly  dissolved  off  by  immersion  for  a  few  minutes  in  a 
solution  of  muriate  of  zinc,  when  as  he  had  anticipated,  the 
silver  was  again  exposed,  having  penetrated  to  but  a  very  short 
and  tolerably  uniform  distance  below  the  original  surface.* 

In  1844,  he  made  some  important  observations  on  the  cohesiou 
of  liquids.  Notwithstanding  that  Dr.  Young  early  in  the  century 
maintained  that  *'  the  immediate  cause  of  solidity  as  distinguished 
from  liquidity  is  the  lateral  adhesion  of  the  particles  to  each 
other,"  and  had  shown  that  "  the  resistance  of  ice  to  extension 
or  compression  is  found  by  experiment  to  differ  very  little  from 
that  of  water  contained  in  a  vessel, "f  all  the  most  popular  text- 
books on  physics  continued  to  teach  that  the  cohesion  of  the 
liquid  state  is  intermediate  between  that  of  the  solid  and  the 
gaseous  states.  J  It  seemed  therefore  desirable  to  test  the  ques- 
tion by  some  more  direct  means  than  the  resistance  of  liquids 
contained  in  closed  vessels ;  and  for  this  purpose  Henry  em- 
ployed the  classical  soap-bubble.  "  The  effect  of  dissolving  the 
soap  in  the  water  is  not  as  might  at  first  appear,  to  increase  the 
molecular  attraction,  but  to  diminish  the  mobility  of  the  mole- 
cules." In  fact  the  actual  tenacity  of  pure  water  is  greater  than 
that  of  soap-water. 

The  first  set  of  experiments  was  directed  to  determine  "the 
quantity  of  water  which  adhered  to  a  bubble  just  before  it  burst." 
The  second  set  of  experiments  was  devised  to  measure  the  con- 
tractile force  of  a  soap-bubble  blown  on  the  wider  end  of  a  U 
shaped  glass  tube  half  filled  with  water,  by  the  barometric  column 
sustained  in  the  narrower  stem  of  the  tube ;  the  difference  of 
level  being  carefully  observed  by  means  of  a  microscope.  The 
thickness  of  the  soap-bubble  film  at  its  top  was  estimated  by  the 

# 

♦  Proceed,  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  Jone  20,  1?45,  vol.  iv.  p.  177. 

I    Young's  Lectures  on  Nut.  Philos.  L«*ot.  50,  vol.  i.  p.  627. 

%  •*  If  we  attempt  to  draw  op  fiora  the  surface  of  water  a  circular  disk 
of  metal  saj  of  an  iuch  in  diameter,  we  nhall  see  that  the  water  will 
«ab«*re  and  be  supported  several  lines  above  the  general  surface.  This 
experiment  which  U  freqnentljr  given  in  elementary  lK>oks  as  a  measure 
of  the  feeble  attraction  of  water  for  itself,  is  improperly  interpreted.  It 
merely  indicates  the  force  of  attraction  of  a  single  film  of  atomn  around 
the  perpendicular  surface,  and  not  of  the  whole  column  elevated.'* 
{Agricuitural  Report  for  1857,  p.  427.  —Paper  on  Meteorology.) 
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last  of  the  Newton  rings  shown  previous  to  bursting.  The  resolt 
arrived  at  from  both  sets  of  experiments  was  that  water  instead 
of  having  a  cohesion  of  53  grains  to  the  square  inch  (as  was 
very  commonly  stated),  has  a  cohesive  force  of  several  hundred 
pounds  to  the  inch  ;  or  that  the  intennolecular  cohesion  of  a 
iiquid  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  substance  in  the  solid  state.* 

In  1846,  be  presented  to  the  Philosophical  Society  an  epitome 
of  his  views  on  the  molecular  constitution  of  mutter;  giving  the 
reasons  for  accepting  the  atomic  hypothesis  of  Newton.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  discovery  and  establishment  of  a  general 
scientific  principle  *'  is  in  almost  all  cases  the  result  of  deductions 
from  a  rational  antecedent  hypothesis,  the  product  of  the  imagi- 
nation ;  founded  it  is  true  on  a  clear  analogy  with  modes  of 
physical  action,  the  truth  of  which  have  been  established  by 
previous  investigation  :*'  and  he  urged  that  the  hope  of  further 
advancement  lies  in  the  assumption  *'  that  the  same  laws  offeree 
and  motion  which  govern  the  phenomena  of  the  action  of  matter 
in  masses,  pertains  to  the  minutest  atoms  of  these  masses."  He 
therefore  felt  "obliged  to  assume  the  existence  of  an  aethcrial 
medium  formed  of  atoms  which  are  endowed  with  precisely  the 
same  properties  as  those  we  have  assigned  to  common  matter.'' 

"  According  to  the  foregoing  rules  we  may  assume  with  Newton, 
the  existence  of  one  kind  of  maiier  diSased  throughout  all  space, 
and  existing  in  four  states,  namely  the  sBtherial,  the  aeriform,  the 
liquid,  and  the  solid. "f  In  referring  to  this  postulated /owr/oW 
state  of  vxalter,  Henry  was  accustomed  to  point  out  the  remark- 
able analogy  between  this  conception,  and  that  of  the  four  ele- 
ments of  the  ancients, — fire,  air,  water,  and  earth 

'*  In  conclusion,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  legitimate 
use  of  speculations  of  this  kind,  is  not  to  furnish  plausible  expla- 

*Proeeed,  Am.  Phil.  Soc,  April  5,  and  May  17,  1844,  pp.  66,57,  «nd  84, 
85.  The  original  notes  of  thenn  interesting  experimntitA  containing  the 
nnniHrical  resalu  olitainud  nnd^r  a  great  variety  of  conditions,  laid  aside 
for  farther  redactions  and  comparisons,  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1865. 
SincH  the  density  of  most  solid  sabsta  ices  differs  vnry  slightly  from  that 
of  their  liqnfd  stale,  being  indeed  less  in  many, — onlHSS  at  oonsideral)ly 
lownr  temperatures,  (as  in  thn  case  of  icn,  and  most  of  the  metals.)  it 
appears  quite  improbable  that  the  difference  between  solidity  and  liquidity 
coald  depend  in  any  case  on 'the  dei<ree  of  cohesion.  On  the  contrary, 
the  cohesion  of  water  should  be  sensibly  greater  than  that  <#  ice,  since  its 
oou^iiaent  molecules  arn  closer  together.  Of  the  natore  of  that  *Materal 
adhesion**  wU'xoh  resists  the  flow  of  solids  (exceptint^  under  the  conditions 
of  great  strain — long  continued),  and  whose  absence  is  mark  d  in  liqaidi 
by  their  almost  perfect  and  frictiuuless  mobility,  our  present  science  allordi 
as  no  intimation. 

f  Two  hundred  years  ago,  Newton  speculating  on  the  nnity  of  matter, 
rentured  the  suggestion,  *'  Ttins  perhaps  may  all  things  be  originated 
from  aiher.'* — Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society — Henry  Olden- 
burg, January,  l(>7tf  {HUt.  of  Roy.  Soc.  by  Thomas  Birch,  vol.  iii.  p.  2>i>)* 
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natioDS  of  known  phenomena,  or  to  present  old  knowledge  in  a 
new  and  more  imposing  dress,  but  to  serve  the  higher  purpose 
of  suggesting  new  experiments  and  new  phenomena,  and  thus  to 
assist  iu  enlarging  the  bounds  of  science,  and  extending  the 
power  of  mind  over  matter;  and  unless  the  hypothesis  can  be 
employed  in  this  way,  however  much  ingenuity  may  have  been 
expended  in  its  construction,  it  can  only  be  considered  as  a  scien- 
tific romance  worse  than  useless,  since  it  tends  to  satisfy  the  mind 
with  the  semblance  of  truth,  and  thus  to  reuder  truth  itself  less 
au  object  of  desire."* 

Light  and  Beat, — Henry  also  made  important  investigations 
on  some  peculiar  phenomena  connected  with  light  and  beat. 
For  the  purpose  of  experimenting  on  sun  light  he  devised  in 
1840,  a  very  simple  form  of  heliostat,  based  on  the  suggestion 
of  Dr.  Young,  whereby  the  solar  ray  was  received  into  au  upper 
room  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  earth's  axis,  requiring  there- 
fore only  an  equatorial  movement  of  the  reflector;  which  was 
effected  by  the  aid  of  a  common  cheap  pocket  watch  placed  on  a 
small  hinged  board  set  by  a  screw  to  the  angle  of  latitude.  The 
mirror  mounted  on  a  swivel  and  properly  balanced,  presented 
no  sensible  resistance  to  the  running  of  the  watch,  which  was 
arranged  for  the  24  hour  rotation  by  a  watch-maker  of  Princeton. 
The  whole  cost  of  the  completed  instrument  (including  the  time- 
movement)  was  but  sixteen  dollars.  If  any  particular  direction 
of  the  ray  was  required,  it  was  only  necessary  to  place  a  stationary 
mirror  in  the  fixed  path  of  the  ray,  adjusted  to  the  desired 
angle,  f 

In  1841,  on  repeating  experiments  of  Becqnerel  and  Biot  on 
"Phosphorescence,"  he  discovered  some  new  characteristics  iu 
the  emanation  (particularly  when  excited  by  electrical  ligiit) 
which  had  not  before  been  observed.  J  These  were  more  fully 
detailed  in  a  communication  made  to  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  in  1843,  "On  Phosphorogenic  Emanation.''  This  phe- 
nomenon had  been  first  observed  in  the  diamond,  when  taken  into 
a  dark  room  immediately  after  exposure  to  direct  sun  light,  or 
to  a  vivid  electric  spark ;  and  was  afterward  observed  in  several 
other  substances, — notably  in  the  chloride  of  calcium — "  Hom- 
berg's  phosphorus.  "§     It  bad  also  been  shown  by  Becquerel  that 

*  Proceed,  Am,  Phil.  Sor.  Nov.  6,  1846,  vol.  iv.  pp.  287-290. 

t  Proceed,  Am.  Phil,  Soc,  Sept.  17,  1841,  vol.  ii.  p.  97. 

t  Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  April  16, 1841,  vol   ii.  p.  46. 

§  Uomberg's  phosphoraB  is  chloride  of  oalcinm  prepared  by  melting 
one  part  of  sal  ammonia  with  two  parts  of  slaked  lime.  Canton's  phos- 
phorna  is  pulphide  of  oalcinm  formed  by  a  mixture  of  three  parts  of 
iifted  and  calcined  oyster  shells,  and  one  part  of  flowers  of  sulphur,  ex- 
posed for  an  hour  to  a  strong  heat. 
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while  this  phosphorescence  may  be  fully  excited  in  the  sensitive 
body  by  rays  which  have  passed  through  transparent  sulphate 
of  lime,  or  through  quartz,  the  effect  is  entirely  arrested  by  a 
plate  of  transparent  mica,  or  glass.  Henry  by  a  long  series  of 
experiments  greatly  extended  these  lists,  including  in  them  a 
large  number  of  liquids.  He  also  subjected  both  the  exciting 
rays  (especially  of  the  electric  spark)  and  the  luminous  emana- 
tion, to  various  treatment,  by  reflection,  refraction,  polarization, 
etc.  The  Nicol  prism  was  found  to  obstruct  this  peculiar  ex- 
citing ray  so  much  as  to  permit  scarcely  any  impression;  but 
what  was  remarkable  and  unexpected,  a  pile  of  thin  mica  plates 
which  seemed  to  cut  off  entirely  the  phosphorogeuic  impression, 
was  found  when  placed  obliquely  at  the  best  polarizing  angle,  to 
distinctly  excite  a  surviving  luminous  spot.  On  examination  of 
the  phosphorescence  excited  by  polarized  light,  no  effect  was 
produced  by  a  rotation  of  the  analyser :  "  when  the  beam  was 
transmitted  through  crystals  in  different  directions  with  reference 
to  their  optical  axis,  no  difference  could  be  observed."  The 
phosphorescence  was  completely  depolarized,  as  if  taking  an 
entirely  new  origin  in  the  sensitive  substance:  a  fact  re-dis- 
covered by  Professor  Stokes  some  ten  years  later,  with  regard 
to  fluorescent  emanations. 

That  the  phosphorogeuic  effect  does  not  depend  'on  a  beating 
of  the  substance,  appeared  to  be  shown  by  the  fact  that  "the 
lime  becomes  as  luminous  under  a  plate  of  alum  as  under  a  plate 
of  rock-salt."  The  emanation  was  examined  by  a  prism  of  rock- 
crystal,  and  by  one  of  rock-salt : — science  had  not  then  the  spec- 
troscope. While  the  impression  could  be  readily  made  by  a 
reflected  beam  from  a  metallic  mirror,  it  failed  entirely  wbeD 
directed  from  a  looking-glass.  The  luminous  effect  on  the  phos- 
phorescent substance  was  found  to  be  defined  in  location  by  the 
form  of  the  opening  made  in  sheet  metal  screens.  On  testing 
with  different  portions  of  the  electric  spark  by  means  of  a  narrow 
slit  in  the  screen,  the  two  terminals  of  the  spark  were  found  to 
be  much  more  active  (as  measured  by  the  subsequent  duration 
of  the  phosphorescence)  than  the  middle  portion.  By  a  suitable 
arrangement  of  double  screens  with  three  slits  each,  he  was  able 
to  make  simultaneous  star-like  photographs  on  the  substance,  of 
the  two  extreme  portions  of  the  spark  and  of  a  middle  point: 
and  while  the  latter  point  "exhibited  a  feeble  phosphorescence 
for  two  or  three  seconds"  only,  the  two  former  "continued  to 
glow  for  more  than  a  minute:"  and  yet  the  middle  of  the  spark 
appeared  to  the  eye  quite  as  vivid  as  its  extremities.  It  was 
also  observed  that  while  a  sensitive  daguerreotype  plate  received 
no  impression  from  the  electric  spark,  inversely  another  similar 
plate  exposed  for  several  minutes  to  the  direct  light  of  the  full 
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moon  received  a  photographic  impressioD,  while  the  lime  simi- 
larly exposed,  exhibited  no  phosphorescence.* 

Henry  was  afterward  accustomed  on  the  occurrence  of  a  bright 
aurora,  to  expose  a  sheet  of  paper  written  or  figured  with  a 
solution  of  bisulphate  of  quinia  to  the  auroral  light,  when  the 
characters  (quite  invisible  by  lamp-light  or  even  by  day-light) 
would  distinctly  glow  with  a  pale  blue  light; — indicating  the 
electrical  nature  of  the  meteor. 

In  January,  1845,  in  conjunction  with  Professor  Stephen  Alex- 
ander, he  instituted  a  series  of  experimental  observations  on  the 
relative  heat- radiating  power  of  the  solar  spots.  On  the  4th  of 
January  a  large  spot  through  which  our  terrestrial  globe  could 
have  been  freely  dropped,  (having  been  estimated  at  more  than 
10,000  miles  in  diameter,)  favorably  situated  near  the  middle  of 
the  disk,  was  examined  with  a  telescope  of  four  inches  aperture. 
A  screen  having  been  arranged  in  a  dark  room,  with  a  thermo- 
electric apparatus  behind  it  and  having  its  terminal  or  pile  just 
projecting  through  a  hole  in  the  screen,  the  image  of  the  spot 
was  received  upon  it,  giving  a  clearly  defined  outline  about  two 
indies  long  and  one  inch  and  a  half  wide.  By  a  slight  motion 
of  the  telescope  the  spot  could  readily  be  thrown  on  or  off  the 
end  of  the  pile  as  desired.  A  considerable  number  of  observa- 
tions indicated  very  clearly  by  the  differing  deflections  of  the 
galvanometer  needle  "  that  the  spot  emitted  less  heat  than  the 
surrounding  parts  of  the  luminous  disk."f  A  brief  account  of 
the  results  obtained  by  these  researches  given  in  a  letter  to  his 
friend  Sir  David  Brewster,  was  read  by  him  at  the  Cambridge 
Meeting  of  the  British  Association  in  June,  18454  The  deter- 
minations arrived  at  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  the  later  obser- 
vations of  Secchi  and  others  § 

In  1845,  he  contributed  a  paper  to  the  Princeton  Review,  on 
"Color  Blindness;"  which  although  in  the  modest  form  of  a 
literary  review  of  two  Memoirs  then  recently  published,  (that  of 
Sir  David  Brewster  in  the  Philosophical  Magazine ;  and  that  of 

♦  Proceed.  Am.  Phil,  Soc,  May  26,  1S43,  vol.  iif.  pp.  38-44.  This  in- 
tereHting  bat  obxcnre  sabjeot  although  apparently  connected  with  the 
phenoiuttnon  of  ** fluoresoenie"  has  yet  an  entirely  distinct  pliaHe  in  its 
abtiormal  continaance  of  laminosity, — similar  to  the  familiar  effect  of  a 
tbermal  impression.  It  is  possible  however  that  the  conversion  of  wave- 
p«riodiuity  (wave-length),  shown  by  Stokes  to  be  the  characteristic  of 
fluorescence,  may  require  time  for  its  fnll  development. 

t  Proceed.  Aw.  Phil.  Soc,  June  20,  1845,  vol.  iv.  p.  176. 

t  Report  Brit.  Assoc,  1846,  part  il.  p.  6. 

§  P.  Angelo  Secchi— daring  the  years  1848,  and  1849,  was  Professor  of 
Matliematics  at  the  College  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  :  and  in  the  preparation 
of  his  *'  Researches  on  Electrical  Rheometry  "  pablished  in  the  third 
▼olaiue  of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions^  (ajt.  ii.  p.  60,)  he  received  from 
Henry  the  friendly  assistance  of  apparatus  and  sa$!gestioDS.  He  was  ap- 
IK>iQted  Director  of  the  Observatory  at  Rome,  in  1850. 
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Professor  Elie  Wartraan,  of  Lausanne,  fn  the  Sctentific  M 
supplied  original  observatious  on  tbia  iutere^tiug  depar 
the  physiology  of  vision. 

Miscellaneous  Contributions. — Henry's  mlsecUaneou 
butions  to  physical  science  are  so  numemu:^  tuid  viiried,  ^ 
a  brief  allusion  to  some  of  them  can  be  alTonled.  Iti 
published  quite  an  elaborate  "  Tfjpograpbical  &ketdi  of  1 
of  New  York,  designed  chiefly  m  j^how  the  general  e 
and  depressions  of  its  surface."*  And  in  later  years  he 
much  attention  to  physical  geography  He  ptirfurmed  a 
times,  a  good  deal  of  chemical  wtnk  (eliieliy  of  tin  a 
character), — first  as  Dr.  T.  Rouu-yn  Ik^ek's  assistani^t  u 
ward  independently,  as  well  as  mediately  in  diaa'ting 
pupils  and  assistants.  In  1838,  he  deviled  an  improv 
Wollaston's  mechanical  scale  of  the  cbeinieal  equivalent 
benefit  of  his  pupils  in  chemistry  :^ — a  cantrivance  wl 
much  used  and  highly  appreciated  at  the  time. 

The  suggestion  had  been  thrown  out  by  more  than  c 
nonier,  that  carefully  timed  observations  on  chu^actcrist^^ 
or  "shooting-stars"  might  be  made  avuiluUle  for  dot 
diflerences  of  longitude  between  the  stations  of  obse 
For  many  years  however  the  pro]H>3ition  hud  been  gen- 
garded  as  ofl'ering  rather  a  specnlativc  than  a  |>raeticnl  j 
solving  a  problem  of  so  great  ni^-ety.  Henry  in  concert 
brother-in-law.  Professor  Alexamler.  nnd  with  his  frreud  i 
Bache,  determined  to  ascertain  by  actual  trial  the  availal 
value  of  the  system.  On  the  £5th  of  November,  1S35,  '. 
Bache  observing  at  bis  residence  in  Pliibidi^lphta  (af?! 
Professor  J.  P.  Espy,) — simultnneousiy  with  Profosso 
and  Professor  Alexander,  at  the  PhiloKophieal  Hall  at  V 
they  obtained  seven  co-incidences  : — ^the  instant  of  disap 
of  the  meteor  being  in  each  case  selected  as  the  most  w 
attainable  epoch.  These  seven  ol>servations  (whose  gre 
crepancies  amounted  to  but  a  trifle  over  Z  second 8}  pa?* 
result  of  2  minutes  0.61  second  (time  longitude)  di^ei 

*   Trnm,  Alhany  Institute,  vol.  i.  pp,  87-119. 

t  "Henry  was  then  Dr.  Beckys  cheinioal  a^f^lftlant,  and  alpfti 
mirahle  ezperinif*iitallst."  AddreB^  ln*fort*  rim  All»aiiv  luHtitii 
O.  Mead.H,  May  25,  3871.     (Trnnn.  Aff'ttni^  InsfiL  vrtK  ViL  p.  21, 

X  **  TliH  inerit  of  firnt  BUgpesting  tlje  lu^it?  cif  s^hooting  Eitai-^  an« 
as  signals  for  the  dnterinination  of  lot>tf  tarlt-s  U  tiUintPcl  t>y  Dr,  ( 
the  Oeriiinn  astronomers  for  IVnit*nh#*ig,  who  pubiijthtui  a  wo 
8ul»ject  In  1802,  Mr.  Bailey  bowevHJ  Itn^  poinred  out  x  pap#r 
by  Dr.  Maskelyne  twenty  years  prt^vjoualyt  in  ntlik-b  ihtki 
astronomer  calls  attention  to  the  ttu^ject.  and  di«ittiit:t1y  poiol 
application  of  the  phenomena.**  Thi^i  wa^  dated  fireriiwioh, 
6ih,  1783.     iL.  E.  D.  Phil.  Mag,  \U\,  vol,  xiz.  p.  564,) 
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one  second  and  two-tenths  from  the  mean  estimate  of  relative 
longitude  arrived  at  by  other  methods.* 

lu  1840,  Henry  gave  an  account  of  "electricity  obtained  from 
a  small  ball  partly  filled  with  water,  and  heated  by  a  lamp."*!' 

In  1843,  he  read  a  communication  to  the  Society,  "On  a  new 
method  of  determining  the  velocity  of  Projectiles  :"  for  this  pur* 
pose  employing  two  screens  of  fine  insulated  wire  each  in  circuit 
with  a  galvanometer,  and  at  determined  near  distances  in  the 
path  of  the  projectile; — whereby  the  galvanic  currents  would  be 
Buceessively  interrupted  at  the  instants  of  penetration.  To  re- 
cord the  interval,  each  galvanometer  needle  is  provided  at  one 
end  with  a  marking  pen  touching  a  horizontally  revolving  cylin- 
der, which  is  divided  by  longitudinal  lines  into  100  equal  parts, 
and  is  driven  by  clock-work  at  the  rate  of  ten  revolutions  per 
second,  giving  therefore  to  the  interval  of  passage  between  two 
consecutive  lines,  the  thousandth  part  of  a  second. ;(  Another 
Btill  more  ingenious  method  is  suggested,  whereby  the  galvano- 
meter may  be  dispensed  with:  each  circuit  including  an  induc- 
tion coil,  one  end  of  whose  secondary  circuit  is  connected  with 
the  axis,  and  the  other  end  placed  very  nearly  in  contact  with 
the  surface  of  the  graduated  paper  on  the  revolving  cylinder, 
Bo  as  to  give  the  induction  spark  through  the  paper  at  the  instant 
of  the  interruption  of  the  primary  circuits  by  the  projectile  pass- 
ing through  the  wire  screens.  This  is  really  a  much  neater  and 
more  direct  application  of  the  electric  interruption  than  the  em- 
ployment of  a  galvanometer  needle  for  making  the  record.  If 
desirable,  the  cylinder  may  be  made  to  have  a  very  slow  longi- 
tudinal movement  by  a  screw,  so  as  to  give  a  helical  direction  to 
the  tracings ;  and  different  pairs  of  screens  similarly  arranged  at 
distant  points  in  the  path  of  the,  projectile  may  be  employed  to 
determine  the  variations  of  velocity  in  its  flight.§ 

Henry  was  always  a  watchful  student  of  psychological  and 
Bnbjective  phenomena.  Witnessing  on  one  occasion  the  perform- 
ance of  an  athlete  before  a  largo  assembly,  he  noticed  with  a 
curious  interest  the  "inductive"  sympathy  manifested  by  nearly 

*  Proceed  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  Dec.  20,  18r^9,  vol.  i.  pp.  162,  163.  "This 
tppHard  to  have  l>»>en  the  fiiBt  actual  deterinination  of  h  diirnreiice  of  lon- 
gitude by  ineteorio  observations.*'  {L,  E.  D,  Phil.  Mag.  1841,  vol.  xix. 
P>  553.)  Several  years  later  (in  1838)  similar  tneteoiic  observaitioiis  were 
made  bftween  Altoiia  and  Bre^lau  ;  and  aUo  between  Rome  and  Naples. 

t  Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Sue.  Dec.  18,  1840.  vol.  i.  p.  323. 

t  It  appears  that  Wueatstone  devised  bin  ingenious  electro-mngnelio 
** chronoscope"  in  1840;  though  hn  unfortunately  pnhlishH<l  no  account 
of  ii  till  1845;  or  Iwo  yearn  after  the  pnblioMtion  by  Henry,  And  this 
was  called  out  as  a  reclaniation,  on  the  publication  of  a  similar  invention 
by  L.  Rreunet.  of  P«ris,  in  January  of  the  same  year. 

§  Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  May  30, 1843,  vol.  iil.  pp.  165-167. 
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every  spectator  (himself  included)  in  being  swayed  by  a  move- 
meui  as  of  assistance  to  the  performer.  In  remarking  the  impres- 
sion of  being  moved,  while  steadily  watching  a  series  of  passing 
canal  boats, — on  each  boat  reaching  a  certain  point,  he  referred 
the  impression  (amounting  almost  to  a  sensation  of  movement), 
to  the  relative  angle  of  vision  formed  by  the  moving  body. 
^  He  made  a  number  of  experiments  on  the  flow  of  water  jets 
under  varying  conditions :  also  observations  on  sonorous  flames 
when  passing  into  a  stove- pipe  of  eight  inches  diameter  and  about 
ten  feet  in  length  :  on  the  comparative  rates  of  evaporation  from 
fresh  and  from  salt  water:  on  the  slow  evaporation  of  water 
from  the  end  of  a  tube,  and  the  much  greater  rapidity  of  evapo- 
ration when  the  tube  is  open  at  both  ends :  extended  notes  of 
which,  with  a  great  number  of  other  researches,  perished  in  the 
flames. 

In  1844,  he  published  a  Syllabus  of  his  Lectures  at  Princeton. 
In  December  of  that  year  he  presented  to  the  PhilosopliicaJ 
Society  a  communication  of  a  somewhat  more  theoretical  charac- 
ter than  usual, — on  the  derivation  and  classiflcation  of  mechanical 
motors.  He  refers  these  to  two  classes ; — the  first,  those  derived 
from  celestial  disturbance  (as  water,  tide,  and  wind  powers), — 
and  the  second,  those  derived  from  organic  bodies  or  forces  (as 
steam  and  other  heat  powers,  and  animal  powers).  The  forces 
of  gravity,  cohesion,  and  chemical  affinity  are  not  included,  since 
these  tend  speedily  to  stable  equilibrium;  and  they  become 
sources  of  mechanical  power  only  as  they  are  disturbed  by  some 
of  those  before  mentioned.  It  is  not  the  running  down  of  the 
water-fall,  or  the  clock-weight,  which  is  the  true  origin  of  tlieir 
useful  work,  but  the  lifting  of  them  up.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
power  derived  from  combustion.^  He  then  adds  that  his  second 
class  (the  forces  derived  from  the  organic  world)  might  perhaps 
by  a  similar  process  of  reasoning  be  derived  from  the  first  class; 
(that  of  celestial  disturbance;) — regarding  "animal  power  as 
referable  to  the  same  sources  as  that  from  the  conibu.'^tion  of 
fuel,"  and  the  action  of  the  vegetative  power  as  *'a  force  derived 
from  the  divellent  power  of  the  sunbeam,"  being  simply  a  case 
of  solar  de-oxidation.  Organism — vegetable  and  animal,  he  con- 
siders as  built  up  under  the  direction  of  a  vital  principle,  which 
is  not  itself  a  mechanical  force.  Volcanic  power  is  neglected  as 
comparatively  feeble  and  limited,  and  not  practically  utilized.* 

*  Procrerf,  Am.  Phil.  Soo.  Deo.  20,  1844,  vol.  iv.  pp.  127-129.  This 
appears  to  be  the  first — as  it  ia  probably  the  best — aiialysi;^  of  pliyscscal 
energy,  which  has  been  proposed.  Twenty  years  later,  a  similar  analysis 
(with  certainly  no  improvement  in  the  olas^ification)  was  adopted  by 
I'rof.  Tait,  in  an  essay  on  *■  Energy;"  (North  British  Review,  I8t)4,  vol. 
zi.  art.  iii.  p.  191,  of  Am.  edition:)  and  by  Dr.  Balfonr  Stewart,  in  Ids 
Elemrntary  Treatise  on  Beat,  Oxford,  1866  (book  iii.  chap.  v.  art.  38b,  p. 
354.) 
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This  iuteresting  digest  presents  one  of  the  earliest  and  clearest 
theoretical  statements  we  have,  of  the  correlation  and  transforma- 
tion of  the  physical  forces ;  including  with  these  the  so-called 
organic  forces. 

ADMINISTRATION  OP  THE  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  approved  August  10,  1846,  the  liberal 
bequest  to  the  United  IStates,  for  the  promotion  of  Science,  by 
James  Smithson  of  London,  England,  was  appropriated  to  the 
foundation  of  the  lustitution  bearing  his  name ;  the  establish- 
ment being  made  to  comprise  the  chief  dignitaries  of  the  Govern- 
ment  as  the  supervising  body,  and  a  Board  of  Regents  being 
created  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  institution  after  com- 
pleting its  organization.  As  the  testator  had  bequeathed  his 
fortune,*  in  simple  terms  **for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,"  there  arose  not  unnaturally  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion  both  among  Congressmen,  and  among  the 
Regents,  as  to  the  most  desirable  method  of  executing  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Will :  and  the  organizing  Act  was  itself  a  sort  of 
compromise,  after  many  years  of  discussion  and  disagreement  in 
both  branches  of  Congress.  To  literary  men,  no  instrument  of 
knowledge  could  be  so  important  as -an  extensive  Library  : — to 
tbe  professional,  a  seat  of  education  or  public  instruction — general 
or  special — supplemented  by  elaborate  courses  of  public  lectures, 
appeared  the  obvious  and  necessary  means  of  diffusing  useful 
learning, — to  the  "  practical,"  a  large  agricultural  and  poly- 
technic institute— supplemented  perhaps  by  a  museum,  was  the 
only  fitting  plan  of  developing  the  resources  of  our  country : — 
to  the  artistic,  extensive  galleries  of  art  were  the  most  worthy 
and  instructive  objects  of  patronage.  The  Regents  sought 
counsel  from  the  distinguished  and  the  learned  :  and  several  of 
them  applied  to  Professor  Henry  for  his  opinion.  He  gave  the 
subject  a  careful  consideration  ;  and  announced  very  decided 
▼lews.  As  Smithson  was  a  man  of  scientific  culture,  a  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society,  an  expert  analytical  chemist,  and  devoted 
to  original  research,  Henry  held  that  the  language  of  his  Will 
inust  receive  its  most  accurate  and  scientific  and  at  the  same 
time  most  comprehensive  interpretation ;  that  the  words  **  in- 
crease and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men"  were  deliberately 
*nd  intelligently  employed ;  and  that  no  local  or  even  natjonal 
interests  were  as  broad  as  its  terms, — that  no  merely  educational 
projects  of  whatever  character,  no  schemes  of  material  and 
practical  advancement  however  useful,  could  justly  be  regarded 
^  fulfilling  the  obvious  intent — expressed  by  a  scientific  thinker 

*  The  whole  amoniit  of  the  bequest  was  a  trifle  over  100,000  pounds, 
«  aboat  540,000  dollars. 
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and  writer — first  of  all  the  increase  of  knowledge  by  the  promo- 
tion of  original  research, — the  addition  of  new  truths  to  the 
existing  stock  of  knowledge,  and  secondly — its  widest  possible 
diffusion  among  mankind.'*' 

These  wise  and  far-reaching  views  exerted  a  marked  influence; 
and  though  hardly  then  in  accord  with  the  opinion  of  the  majority, 
yet  led  to  his  election  December  3d,  1846,  as  the  "Secretary'^ 
and  practical  Director  of  the  infant  institution.  A  second  lime 
was  Henry  called  upon  to  sever  dearly  prized  associations, — the 
prosperous  and  congenial  pursuits  of  fourteen  years  within  the 
classic  halls  of  Princeton.  One  motive  turned  the  wavering 
scale.  Here  was  a  rare  occasion  offered  by  the  enlightened  pro- 
vision of  James  Smithson,  to  secure  for  abstract  science  and  on- 
promising  original  research,  a  much  needed  encouragement  aod 
support;  and  an  obligation  upon  the  scientific  few  to  resist  and 
if  possible  prevent  the  perversion  of  the  trust  to  the  merely 
popular  uses  of  the  short-sighted  many.  That  years  would  be 
required  for  shaping  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  institution 
as  he  desired,  was  certain ; — that  this  could  not  be  effected 
without  much  opposition  and  various  obstacles,  he  very  clearly 
foresaw.  That  during  these  years  of  active  supervision  and 
direction,  be  must  abandon  all  hope  of  personal  opportunity  for 
original  research,  he  as  freely  accepted  in  the  expressive  remark 
made  to  a  trusted  friend  in  consultation  on  the  occasion :  *'lf  I 
go,  I  shall  probably  exchange  permanent  fame  for  transient 
reputation." 

With  the  assurance  of  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  that  should  he  fail  to  realize  his  programme,  or  should 
be  satisfactorily  accomplish  his  apostolic  purpose,  his  chair 
should  always  be  at  his  command,  with  a  hearty  welcome  back, 
Henry,  neither  spurred  by  over-confidence,  nor  depressed  with 
undue  timidity,  though  filled  with  anxious  solicitude  for  the 
future,  accepted  the  appointment  tendered  to  him.  He  remored 
with  his  family  to  Washington,  and  at  once  commenced  his  ad- 
ministration of  the  duties  assigned  to  him  by  the  Regents  of  the 
Institution. 

Summoned  thus  to  the  occnpancy  of  a  new  and  nntried  field, 
and  to  the  discharge  of  essentially  executive  functions,  he  from 
the  first  displayed  a  clearness  and  promptness  of  judgment,  a 
singleness  and  steadiness  of  aim,  a  firmness  and  consistency  of 
decision,  combined  with  a  practical  sagacity  and  moderation  in 
adapting  his  course  to  the  exigencies  of  adverse  conditions,  which 
stamped  him  as  a  most  able  and  successful  administrator.  With- 
out concealment  and  without  diplomacy,  his  distinctly  avowed 
principle  of  action  was  steadily  and  patiently  pursued.     With 

•  «  Programme  of  Organixation. '*  Smithionian  R«port  for  1847. 
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honest  submission  to  the  controlling  Act  of  Congress,  he  made 
as  honest  avowal  of  his  desire  and  of  his  endeavor  to  have  that 
legislation  modified.  Hampered  by  provisions  he  deemed  un- 
wise and  injurious,  he  yet  skilfully  managed  to  reconcile 
contestant  interests,  and  to  secure  the  entire  confidence  and 
concurrence  of  the  Regents.  Henceforth  bis  purpose  and  his 
effort  were  to  be  directed  to  the  unique  object  of  encouraging 
and  fostering  the  development  of  what  has  so  flippantly  been 
designated  "  useless  knowledge  ;  "  and  merging  self  in  the  com- 
munity of  physical  inquirers  and  collaborators,  to  become  the 
high-priest  of  abstract  investigation  ; — prepared  to  lend  all  prac- 
ticable assistance  to  that  small  but  earnest  band  of  nature- 
students,  who  inspired  by  no  aims  of  material  utility,  seek  from 
their  mistress  as  the  only  reward  of  their  devotion,  t|he  higher 
knowledge  of  truth.* 

Of  the  two  distinct  objects  of  endowment  specified  by  Smith* 
son's  Will, — •*  the  increane — and  the  diffusion — of  knowledge,"" 
Henry  forcibly  remarked :  "  These  though  frequently  con- 
founded, are  very  different  processes,  and  each  may  exist  inde- 
pendent of  the  other.  While  we  rejoice  that  in  our  country 
above  all  others,  so  much  attention  is  paid  to  the  diff union  of 
knowledge,  truth  compels  us  to  say  that  comparatively  little 
encouragement  is  given  to  its  increane.lf  There  is  another 
division  with  regard  to  knowledge  which  Smithson  does  not 
embrace  in  his  design;  viz.  the  application  of  knowledge  to  use- 
ful purposes  in  the  arts.  And  it  was  not  necessary  he  should 
found  an  institution  for  this  purpose.  There  are  already  in 
every  civilized  country,  establishments  and  patent  laws  for  the 
encourageftient  of  this  department  of  mental  industry.  As  soon 
as  any  branch  of  science  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  necessi- 

*  Henrj  has  finely  saH  :  "  Let  oensnre  or  rfdionle  faM  plBewhem.—on 
lho«e  whose  lives  are  passed  without  labor  and  witliont  object ;  but  let 
praise  and  honor  be  bestowed  on  him  who  seeks  with  unweari*»d'patienoe 
to  develop  the  order,  harmony,  and  beauty  of  even  the  Fmsllpjst  part  of 
God's  creation.  A  life  devoted  .•xdnsivHly  to  the  Rtnd  v  of  a  sinele  insect, 
U  not  spent  in  vain.  No  animal  however  insignificant  is  isolated;  it 
forms  a  part  of  the  great  system  of  nature,  and  is  governed  bv  the  same 
general  laws  which  control  the  most  prominent  beings  of  the  organic 
World.'*     {Sthithxonian  Report  for  1855,  p.  20.) 

t  Swainson  the  Naturalist,  the  conntrymsn  and  friend  of  Smithson  Jias 
very  pointedly  marked  this  rpoognized  distinction.  *»The  constitution  of 
tbn  Zoological  Society  is  of  a  very  mixed  nature,  admirably  adapted 
indeed  to  the  reigning  taste.  It  is  more  calculated  however  to  difuae 
than  to  increase  the  actual  stock  of  scientific  knowledge."  (Disrour'na  on 
the  Study  of  Ntttural  History,  Cabinet  CyclopsBdia.  16mo.  London,  1834, 
part  iv.  chap.  i.  see.  221,  p.  314.)  And  again:  "It  is  very  essential 
when  we  speak  of  the  diffusion  or  extension  of  science,  that  we  do  not 
confound  these  stages  of  devt'lnpment  with  discovery  or  advancement ; 
•[n<»e  the  latter  mav  be  as  differt'nt  from  the  former  as  depth  is  from 
"Miiiowinhw."     (Samv  work,  part  iv.  ohap.  ii.  teo.  240,  p.  343.) 
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ties,  conveniences,  or  luxuries  of  life,  it  meets  with  encourage- 
ment and  reward.  Not  so  with  the  discovery  of  the  incipieat 
principles  of  science.  The  investigations  which  lead  to  these, 
receive  no  fostering  care  from  Government,  and  are  considered 
by  the  superficial  observer  as  trifles  unworthy  the  attention  of 
those  who  place  the  supreme  good  in  that  which  immediately 
administers  to  the  physical  needs  or  luxuries  of  life.  If  physical 
well-being  were  alone  the  object  of  existence,  every  avenue  of 
enjoyment  should  be  explored  to  its  utmost  extent.  But  he  who 
loves  truth  for  its  own  sake,  feels  that  its  highest  claims  are 
lowered  and  its  moral  influence  marred  by  being  continually 
summoned  to  the  bar  of  immediate  and  palpable  utility.  Smith- 
son  himself  had  no  such  narrow  views."*"  The  prominent  design 
of  his  bequest  is  the  promotion  of  abstract  science.  In  this 
respect  the  Institution  holds  an  otherwise  unoccupied  place  ia 
this  country;  and  it  adopts  two  fundamental  maxims  in  its 
policy  ; — first  to  do  nothing  with  its  funds  which  can  be  equally 
well  done  by  other  means ;  and  second  to  produce  results  which 
as  far  as  possible  will  benefit  mankind  in  general."  t 

Congress — naturally  with  a  prevailing  tendency  to  the  literary, 
the  showy,  and  the  popular,  had  (after  eight  years  of  dilatory 
controversy)  directed  in  its  organizing  Act  (sec.  6,)  the  erection 
of  a  building  ''of  sufficient  size,  and  with  suitable  rooms  or  halls 
for  the  reception  and  arrangement  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of  objects 
of  natural  history  including  a  geological  and  mineralogical 
cabinet,  also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  a  gallery  of  art, 
and  the  necessary  lecture-rooms."  By  the  9th  section  of  the 
Act,  the  Board  of  Regents  were  authorized  to  expend  the 
remaining  income  of  the  endowment  "  as  they  shall  deem  best 
suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator."  Out  of 
an  annnal  income  of  some  40,000  dollars,  the  Regents  in  full 
accord  with  their  Secretary  (whose  carefully  elaborated  programme 
they  officially  adopted  December  13,  1847,)  succeeded  in  creditr 
ably  inaugurating  all  the  objects  specified  in  the  charter;  and 
at  the  same  time  in  establishing  the  system  of  publication  of 
oriorinal  Memoirs,  to  which  Henry  justly  attached  the  first  im- 
portance. 

An  incident  in  itself  too  slight  to  produce  a  visible  ripple  on 
the  current  of  Henry's  life,  is  yet  too  characteristic  to  be  here 

•  In  recrar<i  to  th«  vfllne  of  sofentiflo  truth,  Smtthfion  in  a  commiiiifo*- 
tfon  (\nied  Jnn«  lOtli  1824,  ha«  forcibly  ©xpivsse^  h\n  stronor «« conviction 
Ibni  it  {ft  in  hiR  hno*i*hA<je  that  nian  has  fonnd  his  yrreatni^s  and  his 
bappin«»Rft.  th«  liiijh  anpprioHty  which  he  holds  over  the  other  animalf 
who  inhabit  the  earth  with  him  ;  and  consequently  that  no  ignorance  is 
prohnhly  without  losa  to  him,  no  error  withont  evil."  (  7*Aoms<m'«  AfiMoU 
of  Philonnphy^  1824,  vol.  xxiv,  or  new  series  vol.  Ylii.  p.  60.) 

t  Smithsfmian  Report  for  1853,  p.  8. 
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oraitt^.  Dr.  Robert  Hare  having  in  1847  decided  upon  resign- 
ing bis  Professorship  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Department  of 
tlie  University  of  Pennsylvania,  (the  largest  and  best  patronized 
in  the  country,)  the  vacant  chair  was  tendered  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  Professor  Henry.  His  friend  Dr.  Hare  himself  used 
his  influence  to  induce  Henry  to  become  his  successor;  particu- 
larly dwelling  on  the  large  amount  of  leisure  afforded  for  inde- 
pendent investigations.  The  income  of  this  professorship  was 
more  than  double  the  salary  of  the  Smithsonian  Secretaryship. 
The  position  tempting  as  it  might  have  been  under  different 
circumstances,  was  however  declined.  Henry  felt  that  to  leave 
his  present  post  before  his  cherished  policy  was  fairly  settled  and 
established,  would  be  most  probably  to  abandon  nearly  nil  the 
results  of  the  experiment:  and  having  set  before  himself  the  one 
great  object  of  directing  the  resources  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution as  far  as  possible  to  the  advancement  of  science,  in  con- 
formity with  the  undoubted  intention  of  its  founder,  (and  as  the 
execution  therefore  of  a  sacred  trust,)  he  resolutely  put  aside 
every  inducement  that  might  divert  him  from  the  fulGllment  of 
his  task.* 

Of  the  half  a  dozen  objects  of  attention  specified  in  the  5th 
section  of  the  organizing  Act,  (the  various  inspiration  of  dif- 
ferent partisans,)  not  one  directly  tended  to  further  the  primary 
requirement  of  the  Will : — even  the  Laboratory  being  avowedly 
introduced  simply  as  a  utilitarian  workshop  for  mining  and  agri- 
cultural analysis.  Regarded  as  methods  of  diffusing  existing 
knowledge  they  were  obviously  local  and  limited  in  their  range  : 
and  as  compared  with  the  instrumentality  of  the  Press,  were 
certainly  very  ineflBcient  for  spreading  the  benefits  of  the  endow- 
ment among  men.f 

*  Some  bIx  years  latpr,  a  pomewhat  eimilar  temptation  was  presented. 
In  1853,  on  thn  resignation  of  President  Camahan  of  the  CollHge  of  N«w 
J<*r8ey  at  Princeton,  an  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  return  of  Professor 
Henry  to  his  academic  seat,  by  a  movement  to  obtain  for  him  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Collesfe.  Such  a  token  of  afieotionate  remembrance  could 
not  bnt  be  ^ratefnl  and  touching  to  his  feelings;  but  a  nense  of  ol>ligation 
waA  upon  bim.  not  to  be  laid  aside.  He  had  undertaken  a  work  and  a 
re«pon}»ibility  which  must  not  be  left  to  the  hazard  of  failure.  He  declined 
theproffered  honor— with  thanks;  and  warmly  recommended  Dr.  Maclean 
to  the  vnc«nt  pof»ition :  who  thereupon  was  duly  elected.  (Maclean's 
BUt,  of  CoVfn^.  of  Nfw  J^ra^y,  toI    ii.  p.  336.) 

t  "The  objrtcl«  specified  iii  the  Act  of  Consrress  evidently  do  not  come 
npto  the  idea  of  the  testator  as  dednced  from  a  critical  examination  of 
his  will.  A  library,  a  mnsenm,  n  flrallery  of  arts,  though  important  in 
themf»elvps.  are  local  in  their  inflnenco.  I  have  from  the  beginning 
Sflvocated  this  opinion  on  all  oc-casions,  and  shall  continue  to  advocate  it 
whenpver  a  f>aitable  opportnnitv  occurs.'*  (Smithsonian  Report  for  l^^S, 
p.  122  (of  Senate  edit.)  p.  117.  (of  H.  Rep.  edit.)  The  superficial  pretext 
was  not  wanttn?  on  the  part,  of  some,  that  the  words  "  increase  and  dif 
fusion"  were  not  to   be  taken  too  literally,  bat  to  be  considered  as  the 
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Henry  with  a  rare  courage  dared  maintain  against  most  power- 
ful influence,  tliat  the  interests  specifically  designated  must  all 
be  subordinated  to  the  fundamental  requirement,  the  promotion 
of  original  research  for  increasing  knowledge  ;  and  that  this  was 
amply  sustained  by  the  residuary  grant  of  authority  to  the  Re- 
gents (under  the  9th  section  of  the  Act)  **  to  make  such  disposal 
as  they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purposes 
of  the  testator^  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding," of  any  income  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  ''  not 
herein  appropriated,  or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein 
provided."  Henry's  carefully  studied  programme  comprised  two 
sections  :  the  first,  embracing  the  details  of  the  plan  for  carrying 
out  the  explicit  purpose  of  Smithson  ;  the  second,  indicating  the 
proper  steps  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress. The  first  and  principal  section  proposed  as  methods  of 
promoting  research, — the  stimulation  of  particular  investig^atioDS 
by  special  premiums, — the  publication  of  such  original  memoirs 
furnishing  positive  additions  to  knowledge  by  experiment  and 
observation  as  should  be  approved  by  a  commission  of  experts 
in  each  case, — the  active  direction  of  certain  investigations  by 
the  provision  of  instrnmenta  as  well  as  of  the  necessary  means, 
the  appropriations  being  judiciously  varied  in  distribution  from 
year  to  year, — the  prosecution  of  experimental  determinations 
and  the  solution  of  physical  problems, — the  extension  of  ethnology 
(especially  American)  and  in  general  the  conduct  of  such  varied 
explorations  as  should  ultimately  result  in  a  complete  physical 
atlas  of  the  United  States.  As  methods  of  promoting  the  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge,  it  was  proposed  to  give  a  wide  circulation  to 
the  published  original  memoirs  or  Smithsonian  *'  Contributions 
to  Knowledge"  among  domestic  and  foreign  libraries,  institutions, 
and  scientific  correspondents,  to  have  prepared  by  qualified  col- 
laborators, series  of  careful  reports  on  the  latest  progress  of 
science  in  different  departments,  and  to  provide  facilities  for  the 
distribution  and  exchange  of  scientific  memoirs  generally. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  follow  closely  the  slow  steps  by  which 
— through  all  the  obstructions  of  narrow  prejudice  and  ignorant 
misconstrnction,  of  selfish  interest  and  pretended  philanthropy, 
of  friendly  remonstrance  and  hostile  denunciation, — the  policy 
originally  maiked  out  by  the  Secretary  was  with  unwavering 
resolution  and  imperturbable  equanimity  steadily  pursued,  until 
it  gained  its  assured  success;  the  vindication  and  the  unpreten- 
tious triumph  of  "  the  just  man  tenacious  of  purpose." 

The  most  formidable  of  the  specialist  schemes  both  in  Congress 

tautology  of  legal  eqnivalents,  applicable  to  the  development  of  thn  iodl- 
viitnal  iniud ;  since  school-lioys  (if  not  the  puudlta)  wem  evident^ 
capable  of  an  '*  increase  "  of  knowledge. 
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And  elsewhere,  was  that  of  the  Library  faction,  which  prosecuted 
with  remarkable  zeal  and  energy,  threatened  by  the  acknowledged 
ability  of  its  leading  advocates  to  control  the  action  of  the 
Kegents,  even  to  the  neglect  and  abandonment  of  all  the  other 
interests  indicated  by  the  statute.  In  Henry's  judgment  the  In- 
stitution should  possess  simply  a  working  library,'*'  an  auxiliary 
for  those  engaged  in  scientitic  research,  a  repertory  well  supplied 
with  the  published  Proceedings  and  Transactions  of  learned 
Societies,  but  which  so  far  from  aiming  at  an  encyclopaedic  or  a 
literary  character,  should  be  mainly  supplementary  to  the  large 
^^ational  Library  already  established  at  the  Capital.  "The 
idea  ought  never  to  be  entertained  that  the  portion  of  the  limited 
income  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  which  can  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books  will  ever  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  American  scholar.  On  the  contrary  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Institution  to  increase  those  wants  by  pointing  out  new  fields  for 
exploration,  and  by  stimulating  other  researches  than  those  which 
are  now  cultivated.  It  is  a  part  of  that  duty  to  make  the  value 
of  libraries  more  generally  known,  and  their  want  in  this  country 
more  generally  felt."f 

Processes  of  Divestment. — Henry's  declaration  that  the  mode- 
rate means  at  command  were  insufficient  to  support  worthily 
either  a  Library,  or  a  Museum,  alone,  was  early  justified.  The 
Library  though  slowly  formed  of  only  really  valuable  scientific 
works,  and  this  largely  by  exchanges  with  the  Smithsonian  publi- 
cations,! in  the  course  of  a  dozen  years  amounted  to  about 
50,000  volumes :  and  the  annual  cost  of  binding,  superinten- 
dence, and  the  constant  enlargement  of  room  and  of  cases,  was 
becoming  a  serious  tax  upon  the  resources  of  the  Institution.  The 
propriety  of  transferring  the  custody  of  this  valuable  and  rapidly 
increasing  collection  to  the  National  Library  established  by 
Congress,  was  repeatedly  urged  upon  the  attention  of  that  body : 

*  To  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  first  section  a  working  library  will 
be  required,  consisting  of  the  past  volames  of  the  trausactions  and  pro- 
ceedings of  all  tlie  learned  societies  in  every  language.  These  are  the 
original  soarces  from  which  the  most  important  principles  of  the  positive 
knowledge  of  oar  day  have  been  drawn."  {SmUh$oman  Report  for  1847,  p. 
139,  of  S«n.  ed. :  p.  131,  of  H.  Rep.  ed.) 

t  Smiihsonian  Report  for  1858,  p.  224,  (of  Sen.  ed.)  p.  216,  (of  H.  Rep. 
•d.) 

X  "  It  is  the  intention  of  tbe  Regents  to  render  the  Smithsonian  library 
the  most  extensile  and  perfect  collection  of  Transactions  and  scientific 
works  in  this  country,  and  this  it  will  be  enabled  to  accomplish  by  means 
of  itA  ezchang«48,  which  wi'.l  furnish  it  with  all  the  current  journals  and 
publications  of  societies,  while  the  separate  series  may  be  completed  in 
due  time  as  opportunity  and  means  may  offer.  The  Institution  has  al- 
ready more  complete  sets  of  Transactions  of  learned  societies  than  are  to 
be  found  in  the  oldest  libraries  in  the  United  States."  {Smitluonian  Re- 
port for  1855,  p.  29.) 
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and  by  an  Act  approved  April  5th,  1866,  such  transfer  was  at  last 
effected. 

'*  Congress  had  presented  to  the  Institution  a  portion  of  the 
public  reservation  on  which  the  bnilding  is  situated,  in  the 
planting  of  this  with  trees,  nearly  10,000  dollars  of  the  Smithson 
income  were  expended."  Ultimately  however  opportunity  was 
taken  to  have  the  Smithsonian  park  included  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation by  the  Government  for  improving  the  public  grounds. 

The  courses  of  Lectures  which  were  continued  from  their 
establishment  in  1849,  to  1863,  were  then  abandoned.  In  con- 
formity with  the  judicious  policy  entertained  from  the  beginning 
not  to  consume  uuprofitably  the  limited  means  of  the  Institution 
by  attempting  to  do  what  could  be  as  well  or  better  accomplished 
by  other  organizations,  its  herbarium  comprising  30,000  botanical 
specimens  and  other  allied  objects,  was  transferred  to  the  custody 
of  the  Agricultural  Department.  Its  collection  of  anatomical 
and  osteological  specimens  was  transferred  to  the  Army  Medical 
Museum.  And  its  Fine-Art  collections  were  transferred  to  the 
custody  of  the  "Art-Gallery"  established  at  Washington  (with 
a  larger  endowment  than  the  whole  Smithsonian  fund)  by  the 
enlightened  liberality  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Corcoran. 

Such  were  the  successive  processes  by  which  much  of  the  earlj 
and  injudicious  legislative  work  of  organization,  intended  for 
popularising  the  activities  of  the  Institution,  was  gradually  un- 
done ;  greatly  to  the  dissatisfaction  and  foreboding  of  many  of 
its  well-meaning  friends.  "It  should  be  recollected,"  said  Henry, 
"that  the  Institution  is  not  a  popular  establishment"* 

The  National  Museum. — The  last  heritage  of  misdirected  legis* 
lation — the  National  Museum,  still  remains  in  nominal  connection 
with  the  Institution;  although  Congress  has  recognized  the  justice 
of  making  special  provision  for  its  custody  by  an  annual  appro* 
priation  ever  since  its  establishment  in  1842, — four  years  before 
the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  Government 
collection  of  curiosities  had  accumulated  from  the  contributions  of 
the  various  exploring  expeditions;  and  Henry  from  the  first,  had 
objected  to  receiving  it  as  a  donation,  foreseeing  that  it  woald 

*  Smithsonian  Report  for  1876,  p.  12.  A  distinfrnisbed  politician,  now 
many  yvAn  deceased,  (an  influeutial  Member  of  Congress— and  pouiUt 
statesman,)  in  tlie  confidence  of  friendship  pointed  t>at  witli  empbas^iSr 
bow  by  a  few  jndioious  expedients — iuyolviiig  only  a  moderate  redoctioD 
of  tlie  income  of  ttie  Institution,  golden  opinions  might  be  won  from  the 
press,  and  the  Smithsonian  really  be  made  quite  a  **  popular*'  estaltlii'h' 
ment.  Unsedaoe<l  by  these  friendly  suggestions  of  worldly  wisdom.  Henry 
astonished  his  adviser  by  the  smiling  assnranoe  that  his  self-ini()0>ed 
miMsion  and  deliberate  purpose  was  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  pn)* 
ois**ly  that  consummation.  Had  the  pliiloeopher  repudiated  the  "breath 
of  his  nostrils**  he  could  not  have  been  looked  upon  by  the  politician,  •• 
more  hopelessly  demented. 
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prove  more  than  "  the  gift  of  an  elephant."*  In  his  first  Report, 
he  yentured  to  say:  ''  It  is  hoped  that  in  due  time,  other  means 
may  be  found  of  establishing  and  supporting  a  general  collection 
of  objects  of  nature  and  art  at  the  seat  of  the  general  government, 
with  funds  not  derived  from  the  Smithsonian  bequest. "f  In  his 
third  annual  Report  he  remarked  :  **  The  formation  of  a  Museum 
of  objects  of  nature  and  of  art  requires  much  caution.  With  a 
given  income  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purpose,  a  time  must 
come  when  the  cost  of  keeping  the  objects  will  just  equal  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  :  after  this  no  further  increase  can 
take  place.  Also,  the  tendency  of  an  Institution  of  this  kind 
unless  guarded  against,  will  be  to  expend  its  funds  on  a  hetero- 
geneous collection  of  objects  of  mere  curiosity."  Justly  jealou» 
of  any  dependence  of  the  Institution,  designed  as  a  monument  to 
its  founder,  upon  the  varying  favors  or  caprices  of  a  political 
government,  or  of  any  confusion  between  the  National  Museum, 
and  its  own  special  collections  for  scientific  study  rather  than  for 
popular  display,  he  added  :  "  If  the  Regents  accept  tins  Mu- 
seum, it  must  be  merged  in  the  Smithsonian  collections.  It 
could  not  be  the  intention  of  Congress  that  an  Institution  founded 
by  the  liberality  of  a  foreigner,  and  to  which  he  has  affixed  his 
own  name,  should  be  charged  with  the  keeping  of  a  separate 
Museum,  the  property  of  the  United  States.  .  .  The  small 
portion  of  our  funds  which  can  be  devoted  to  a  museum  may  be 
better  employed  in  collecting  new  objects,  such  as  have  not  yet 
been  studied,  than  in  preserving  those  from  which  the  harvest  of 
discovery  has  already  been  fully  gathered."  Nor  was  he  reconciled 
to  the  gift  by  the  suggestion  that  a  suitable  appropriation  would 
be  granted  by  the  National  Government,  for  the  expense  of  its 
custody.  "  This  would  be  equally  objectionable  ;  since  it  would 
annually  bring  the  Institution  before  Congress  as  a  supplicant 
for  government  patronage."! 

In  his  Report  for  1851,  he  forcibly  stated  in  regard  to  the 
requirements  of  a  general  Museum,  that  "  the  whole  income  de- 
voted to  this  object  would  be  entirely  inadequate :"  and  he 
strongly  urged  a  National  establishment  of  the  Museum  on  a 
basis  and  a  scale  which  should  be  an  honor  and  a  benefit  to  the 
people  and  their  Capital  city.  "Though  the  formation  of  a 
general  collection  is  neither  within  the  means  nor  the  province 
of  the  Institution,  it  is  an  object  which  ought  to  engage  the  at- 

*  His  friend  Prof.  Silliman  in  a  letter  dated  December  4th,  1847,  wrote: 
"If  it  is  within  the  views  of  the  Governineut  to  bestow  the  National 
Masenm  apon  the  Smitlisonian  hi^titntioii,  tlie  very  bequest  would  seem 
to  draw  after  it  an  obligation  to  fumisli  the  requisite  accommodations 
without  taxing  the  Smithsonian  funds :  otherwise  the  gift  might  be  de- 
trimental instead  of  beneficial." 
t  Smithsonian  Report,  1847rp.  139,  (Sen,  ed.),  p.  132,  (H.  Rep.  ed.) 
X  Smithsonian  Report  for  1849,  pp.  181,  182,  (of  Senate  ed.)  pp.  173, 
174,  (of  H.  Rep.  ed.) 
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tentioD  of  Congress.  A  general  Museum  appears  to  bo  a  necea- 
aary  establishment  at  the  seat  of  governmeut  of  every  civilized 
nation.  .  .  .  An  establishment  of  this  kind  can  only  be 
supported  by  government;  and  the  proposition  oughc  never  to  be 
encouraged  of  putting  this  duty  on  the  limited  though  liberal 
bequest  of  a  foreigner."*  This  project  was  urged  in  almost 
every  subsequent  Report.  **  There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that 
in  due  time  ample  provision  will  be  made  for  a  Library  and 
Museum  at  the  Capital  of  this  Union,  worthy  of  a  governmeut 
whose  perpetuity  depends  upon  the  virtue  and  iDtelligence  of  the 
people.  It  is  therefore  unwise  to  hamper  the  more  important 
objects  of  this  Institution  by  attempting  to  anticipate  results 
which  will  be  eventually  produced  without  the  expenditure  of  its 
means,  "f  *'  The  importance  of  a  collection  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, to  illustrate  the  physical  geography,  natural  history,  and 
ethnology,  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated: 
but  the  support  of  such  a  collection  ought  not  to  be  a  burden 
upon  the  Smithsonian  fund.'';( 

The  popular  mind  did  not  however  appear  to  be  prepared  to 
accept  these  earnest  presentations;  and  in  1858,  the  National 
Museum  was  transferred  by  law  to  the  custody  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  with  the  same  annual  appropriation  (4,000 
dollars)  which  had  been  granted  to  the  United  States  Patent 
Office  when  in  charge  of  it. 

So  rapidly  were  the  treasures  of  the  Museum  increased  by  the 
gathered  fruits  of  various  government  explorations  and  surveys, 
as  well  as  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  numerous  and 
wide-spread  tributaries  of  the  Institution,  that  the  policy  was 
early  adopted  of  freely  distributing  duplicate  specimens  to  other 
institutions  where  they  would  be  most  appreciated  and  most 
usefully  applied.  And  in  this  way  the  Smithsonian  became  s 
valuable  centre  of  diffusion  of  the  means  of  investigation  in 
geology,  mineralogy,  botany,  zoology  and  archaeology.  The  clear 
foresight  which  announced  that  the  Museum  must  very  soon  out- 
grow the  entire  capacity  of  the  Smithsonian  resources,  has  been 
most  amply  vindicated  :§  and  to-day  a  large  Government  Build- 
ing is  stored  from  basement  to  attic,  with  boxed  up  rarities  of 
art  and  nature,  sufficient  more  than  twice  to  fill4he  Smithsonian 

*  Smithsonian  Report  for  1851,  p.  227  (of  Sen.  ed.)  p.  219,  (of  H.  Bep. 

6d.) 

t  SmUhsonian  Report,  for  1852,  p.  253,  (of  Sen.  ed.)  p.  245,  (of  H. 
Rep.  ed.) 

X  Smithsonian  Report  for  1853,  p.  11,  (of  Sen.  ed.)  p.  9,  (of  H.  Rep.  ed.) 
§  Althoneh  from  the  rapid  growth  of  the  national  collection  after  it 
was  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  auDiitl 
appropriation  of  4,000  dollars  by  Congr«*8S  very  soon  became  wliolly  in- 
snfficient  to  defray  even  one-half  its  necessary  expenses,  it  was  not  till 
1871  that  the  Appropriation  was  raised  to  10.000  dollars.  In  1872,  it  waf 
inoreastrd  to  15,000  dollars,  and  in  1874,  to  20,000  dollars. 
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halls  and  galleries,  in  addition  to  their  present  overflowing  dis- 
play. The  strong  desire  of  Henry  to  see  established  in  Wash- 
ington a  National  Masenm  on  a  scale  worthy  of  our  resources, 
and  in  which  the  existing  overgrown  collections  might  be  so 
beneficially  exhibited,  he  did  not  live  to  see  gratified.  That  the 
realization  of  this  wise  and  beneficent  project  is  only  a  question 
of  time,  is  little  doubtful ;  and  when  established,  its  being  and  its 
benefits  will  in  no  small  degree  be  due  to  him  who  first  realizing 
its  necessity,  and  most  appreciating  its  importance,  with  un- 
wearying perseverance  for  twenty- five  years  omitted  no  oppor« 
tunity  of  urging  upon  members  of  Congress  its  importunate 
claims. 

Meteorological  Work. — In  the  conduct  of  what  were  appro- 
priately called  the  "  active  operations"  of  the  Institution — under 
the  first  section  of  the  programme  (in  contradistinction  to  the 
local  and  statical  objects  of  the  second  section),  a  rare  energy  and 
promptness  were  exhibited.  The  very  first  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary announced  not  only  the  acceptance  and  preparation  for  pub- 
lication of  an  elaborate  work  on  explorations  by  Messrs.  Squier 
and  Davis  of  ''Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, "  but 
the  commencement  of  official  preparations  "  for  instituting  various 
lines  of  physical  research.  Among  the  subjects  mentioned  by 
way  of  example  in  the  programme,  for  the  application  of  the 
funds  of  the  Institution,  is  terrestrial  magnetism.  '.  .  .  Another 
subject  of  research  mentioned  in  the  programme,  and  which  has 
been  urged  upon  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Institution,  is 
that  of  an  extensive  system  of  meteorological  observations,  par- 
ticularly with  reference  to  the  phenomena  of  American  storms. 
Of  late  years  in  our  country  more  additions  have  been  made  to 
meteorology  than  to  any  other  branch  of  physical  science.  Seve- 
ral important  generalizations  have  been  arrived  at,  and  definite 
theories  proposed,  which  now  enable  us  to  direct  our  attention 
with  scientific  precision  to  such  points  of  observation  as  cannot 
fail  to  reward  us  with  new  and  interesting  results.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  organize  a  system  of  observations  which  shall  extend  as 
far  as  possible  over  the  North  American  continent.  .  .  .  The 
present  time  appears  to  be  peculiarly  auspicious  for  commencing 
an  enterprise  of  the  proposed  kind.  The  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  now  scattered  over  every  part  of  the  southern  and 
western  portion  of  Northern  America,  and  the  extended  lines  of 
telegraph  will  furnish  a  ready  means  of  warning  the  more  north- 
em  and  eastern  observers  to  be  on  the  watch  for  the  first  appear- 
ance of  an  advancing  storm.'"*' 

♦  Smithsonian  Report  for  1847,  pp.  146, 147,  (of  Son.  ed.),  pp.  138, 139, 
(of  H.  Rep.  ed.)  Prof.  Loomla  (to  whom  among  others  ** distingalshed 
for  their  attainments  in  meteorology"  letters  inviting  suggestioud,  had 
been  addressed,)  reoommended  that  there  should  be  at  least  one  observing 
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An  appropriation  for  the  parpoee  having  been  made  by  tbe 
Rej^ents,  a  large  number  of  observers  scattered  over  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  became  voluntary  correspondents  of 
the  Institution.  Advantage  was  taken  of  tbe  stations  already 
established  under  the  direction  of  the  War,  and  of  the  Navy 
Departments,  as  well  as  of  those  provided  ifor  by  a  few  of  the 
States.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  chronicled  tbe 
extension  and  success  of  the  system  adopted ;  and  in  a  few  years 
between  five  and  six  hundred  regular  observers  were  engaged  in 
its  meteorological  service.  The  favorite  project  of  eu)ploying 
the  telegraph  for  obtaining  simultaneous  results  over  a  large 
area  was  at  once  organized;  and  in  1849,  a  system  of  telegrapliic 
despatches  was  established,  by  which  (a  few  years  later)  tbe  in- 
formation received  in  Washington  at  the  Smithsonian  Institutioa 
was  daily  plotted  upon  a  large  map  of  the  United  States  by 
means  of  adjustable  symbols.  Espy's  generalization  that  tbe 
principal  storms  and  other  atmospheric  changes  have  an  east- 
ward movement,*  was  fully  established  by  this  rapidly  gathered 
experience  of  the  Institution  ;  so  that  "  it  was  often  enabled  to 
predict  (sometimes  a  day  or  two  in  advance)  the  approach  of  any 
of  the  larger  disturbances  of  the  atmosphere. "f 

Eminently  efficient  as  the  enterprise  approved  itself,  increasing 
experience  served  to  demonstrate  the  increasing  demands  of  tbe 
service ;  and  it  was  seen  that  to  prosecute  the  subject  of  meteor- 
ology over  so  large  a  territory,  with  the  fulness  necessary,  would 
require  a  still  larger  force  of  observers,  and  a  greater  drain  npoa 
the  resources  of  the  Institution,  than  could  well  be  spared  from 
other  objects ;  and  as  the  great  value  of  the  system  was  fully 
recognized  by  the  intelligent,  the  propriety  of  maintaining  a 
meteorological  bureau  by  the  national  support  was  early  pre- 
sented to  the  attention  of  Congress.     This  most  important  depart- 

■tatfon  within  every  hundred  sqnare  miles  of  the  United  States ;  and  h» 
sagaoioasly  pointed  ont  that  **  Wlien  the  magnetic  telegraph  [then  ao 
infant  three  years  old]  is  extended  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  and 
St.  Lonis,  it  may  be  made  nnbservient  to  the  protection  of.  our  com- 
merce." Thit)  interesting  letter  was  published  in  full  as  *Mppendix  No. 
2/'  to  the  Report.  In  1848,  a  paper  was  read  before  the  British  Assoota- 
tion  bjr  Mr.  John  Ball,  **0n  rendering  the  Electric  Telegraph  Anbserrient 
to  Meteorological  Research  :  In  which  the  author  suggested  that  simulta- 
neous observations  so  collected,  might  reveal  the  direction  and  probable 
time  of  arrival  of  storms.  {Report  Brit,  Assoc.  Swansea.  Aug.  1848. 
Abstracts,  pp.  12,  13.) 

*  Franklin  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  who  stated  the  gen««ral  law, 
that  the  storms  of  our  Southern  States  move  off  to  the  northeastward 
ovnr  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States. 

t  S*nith'*onian  Report  fiir  1864,  p.  44.  An  interesting  and  instroctive 
resume  of  results  accomplished  within  fifteen  years  was  given  In  this  /?e- 
portf  pp.  4:^-45 :  and  continued  in  the  succeeding  Report  for  1865,  pp> 
60-69. 
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ment  of  observation  had  been  advanced  by  Henry  to  that  position, 
in  whicli  a  larger  annual  outlay  than  the  entire  income  of  the 
Institution  was  really  required  to  give  just  efficiency  to  the  sys- 
tem. In  his  Report  for  1865,  he  remarked :  '*  The  present  would 
appear  to  be  a  favorable  time  to  urge  upon  Congress  the  import- 
ance of  making  provision  for  the  reorganizing  all  the  meteoro- 
logical observations  of  the  United  States  under  one  combined 
plan,  in  which  the  records  should  be  sent  to  a  central  depot  for 
reduction,  discussion,  and  final  publication.  An  appropriation 
of  50,000  dollars  annually  for  this  purpose  would  tend  not  only 
to  advance  the  material  interest  of  the  country,  but  also  to  in- 
crease its  reputation.  .  .  .  It  is  scarcely  necessary  at  this  day 
to  dwell  on  the  advantages  which  result  from  such  systems  of 
combined  observations  as  those  which  the  principal  governments 
of  Europe  have  established,  and  are  now  constantly  extend ing.'^'i' 
Five  years  later,  in  support  of  the  proposition  that  the  subject 
from  its  magnitude  now  appealed  to  the  liberality  of  the  nation, 
he  briefly  recapitulated  the  work  accomplished  by  the  limited 
means  of  the  Institution.  ''The  Smithsonian  meteorological 
system  was  commenced  in  1849,  and  has  continued  in  operation 
until  the  present  time.  ...  It  has  done  good  service  to  the 
cause  of  meteorology  ;  1st  in  inaugurating  the  system  which  has 
been  in  operation  upwards  of  twenty  years :  2nd  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  improved  instruments  after  discussion  and  experiments : 
3rd  in  preparing  and  publishing  at  its  expense  an  extensive  series 
of  meteorological  tables :  4th  in  reducing  and  discussing  the 
meteorological  material  which  could  be  obtained  from  all  the 
records  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country  till  within  a  few 
years:  5th  in  being  the  first  to  show  the  practicability  of  tele- 
graphic weather  signals :  6th  in  publishing  records  and  discus- 
sions made  at  its  own  expense,  of  the  Arctic  expeditions  of  Kane, 
Hayes,  and  McGlintock:  7th  in  discussing  and  publishing  a 
number  of  series  of  special  records  embracing  periods  of  from 
twenty  to  fifty  years  in  different  sections  of  the  United  States, — 
of  great  interest  in  determining  secular  changes  of  the  climate  : 
8th  in  the  publication  of  a  series  of  memoirs  on  various  meteoro- 
logical plienomena,  embracing  observations  and  discussions  of 
storms,  tornadoes,  meteors,  auroras,  etc. :  9th  in  a  diffusion  of  a 
knowledge  of  meteorology  through  its  extensive  unpublished 
correspondence  and  its  printed  circulars.  It  has  done  all  in  this 
line  which  its  limited  means  would  permit ;  and  has  urged  upon 
Congress  the  establishment  with  adequate  appropriation  of  funds, 
of  a  meteorological  department  under  one  comprehensive  plan, 
'in  which  the  records  should  be  sent  to  a  central  depot  for  reduc- 
tion, discussion,  and  final  publication.'  "t 

*  Smifhsonian  Report  for  1865,  p.  67. 

t  Smithsonian  Report  for  1870,  p.  43. 
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In  1 870,  a  meteorological  departmeot  was  established  by  th« 
Government  under  the  Signal  Office  of  the  War  DepartmeoV 
with  enlarged  facilities  for  systematic  observation  :  and  agree- 
ably to  the  settled  policy  of  the  institution,  this  important  field 
of  research  was  in  1872,  abandoned  in  favor  of  the  new  orgaDixa- 
tion.*  Of  the  voluminous  results  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury of  systematic  records  over  a  wide  geographical  area  which 
have  been  slowly  digested  and  laboriously  discussed,  only  t 
small  portion  has  yet  been  published.  The  publication  of  the 
series  when  practicable,  will  yet  prove  an  inestimable  boon  to 
meteorological  theory. 

Although  our  country  can  boast  of  many  able  meteorologists, 
who  have  greatly  promoted  our  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  atmos- 
pheric phenomena,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  to  no  single  worker  in  the 
field  is  our  nation  more  indebted  for  the  advancement  of  this 
branch  of  science  to  its  present  standing,  than  to  Joseph  Henry. 
Quite  as  much  by  his  incitement  and  encouragement  of  others 
in  such  researches,  as  by  his  own  exertions,  does  he  merit  this 
award.  To  him  is  undoubtedly  due  the  most  important  step  in 
the  modern  system  of  observation, — the  installation  of  the  tele- 
graph in  the  service  of  meteorological  signals  and  prediction&f 
While  giving  however  his  active  supervision  to  the  extensire 
system  he  had  himself  inaugurated,  publishing  many  important 
reductions  of  particular  features,  as  well  as  various  circulars  of 
detailed  instructions  to  observers,  of  the  desiderata  to  be  obtained 
by  those  having  the  opportunities  of  arctic,  oceanic,  and  souths  j 
em  explorations,  directing  the  constant  observations  recorded  at 
the  Institution  as  an  independent  station,  he  made  many  per- 
sonal investigations  of  allied  subjects ;-— as  of  the  Aurora,  of 
Atmospheric  electricity  and  Thunder-storms,  of  the  supposed 
influence  of  the  Moon  on  the  weather, — and  contributed  a  vain- 
able  series  of  Memoirs  on  Meteorology,  embracing  a  wide  range 
of  physical  exposition,  to  the  successive  Agricultural  Reports  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  during  the  years  1855,  '56,  *51, 

♦  As  an  illnstration  of  the  popular  favor  in  which  this  Signal  wrriee 
ia  held,  It  may  be  atated  that  the  annual  appropriation  bjr  Govemmcat 
for  its  support  now  excee<l8  not  merely  the  entire  Smithsonian  income, 
bat  tixteen  times  that  amount ;  or  in  fact  its  whole  endowment. 

t  "  However  frequently  the  idea  may  have  been  anggested  of  utilliiDg 
our  knowledge  by  tiie  employment  of  the  electrio  telegraph,  it  ia  to  Pro- 
fessor Henry  and  his  assistants  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  tbat  tlie 
credit  is  due  of  havinfc  first  actually  realised  this  suggestion.  .  .  .  ^ 
will  thns  be  seen  that  without  material  aid  from  the  Qovemment,  bat 
through  the  enlightened  policy  of  the  telegraph  companies,  the  Smith- 
aoniau  Institntion  Jir*t  in  the  world  organized  a  comprehensive  syaten  of 
twlegrsphio  meteorology,  and  has  thus  given— first  to  Europe  and  Asia, 
and  now  to  the  United  States,  that  most  beneficent  national  applicatioe 
of  modem  science— the  Storm  Wamlnga."  Article  on  •♦  Weather  Tele- 
graphy" by  Prof.  Cleveland  Abbe.  (Am.  Jour.  Set.,  Aug.  1871,  toI.  "• 
pp.  83,  85.) 
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'58t  and  1859.  Instructive  articles  on  Magnetism  and  Meteor- 
ologry  were  prepared  in  1861  for  the  American  Encyclopaedia. 
And  as  an  illustratioh  of  bis  continued  interest  in  such  studies, 
one  of  his  latest  published  papers  comprised  a  minute  account  of 
the  effects  of  lightning  in  two  thunder-storms ;  one  occurring  in 
the  spring  of  last  year  (1877)  at  a  Light-house  in  Key  West, 
Florida,  and  the  other  occurring  in  the  summer  of  last  year  at 
New  London,  Connecticut.* 

Archaeological  Work,  —  One  of  the  earliest  subjects  taken 
up  for  investigation  by  the  Institution,  was  that  of  American 
Archaeology  ;  the  attempt  by  extended  explorations  of  the  exist- 
ing pre-historic  relics,  mounds,  and  monuments,  of  the  abori- 
gines of  our  country,  to  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  their  primi- 
tive industrial,  social  and  intellectual  character,  and  any  evidences 
ot  their  antiquity,  or  of  their  stages  of  development.  The  first 
pablication  of  ''  Smithsonian  Contributions"  comprised  in  a  good 
Bized  quarto  volume  an  account  of  extensive  examinations  of  the 
mounds  and  earthworks  found  over  the  broad  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  elaborate  illustrations  of  the  relics  and  results 
obtained  :  and  this  volume  extensively  circulated  by  gift  and  by 
sale,  attracted  a  wide-spread  attention  and  interest,  and  gave  a 
remarkable  stimulus  to  the  further  prosecution  of  such  researches. 
"Whatever  relates  to  the  nature  of  man  is  interesting  to  the 
students  of  every  branch  of  knowledge ;  and  hence  ethnology 
affords  a  common  ground  on  which  the  cultivators  of  physical 
science,  of  natural  history,  of  archaeology,  of  language,  of  his- 
tory, and  of  literature,  can  all  harmoniously  labor.  Consequently 
no  part  of  the  operations  of  this  Institution  has  been  more  gen- 
erally popular  than  that  which  relates  to  this  subject,  "f 

Special  explorations  inaugurated  by  the  Institution,  have  sup- 
plied it  with  important  contributions  to  archaeological  informa- 
tion, and  with  the  rich  spoils  of  collected  relics ;  which  together 
with  much  material  gathered  from  Arctic  and  from  Southern 
regions,  from  Europe,  from  Asia,  and  from  Africa,  fill  now  a 
large  museum  ball  200  feet  long  and  60  feet  wide,  exclusively 
devoted  to  comparative  Anthropology  and  Ethnology.  In  1868, 
the  Secretary  reported  that  "during  the  past  year  greater  eflfort 
has  been  made  than  ever  before  to  collect  specimens  to  illnstrato 
the  ethnology  and  archaeology  of  the  North  Americari  conti- 
nent:" and  he  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of  the  subject  as  a 
study  connecting  all  portions  of  the  habitable  earth,  pointing 
out  that  "it  embraces  not  only  the  natural  history  and  pecu- 
Uarities  of  the  different  races  of  men  as  they  now  exist  upon  the 

*  Journal  of  the  American  EUctrical  Society,  1S7S,  vol.  li.  pp.  37-43. 
Tim  cotnnianioation  is  dated  Oct.  13,  1877;  though  not  published  till 
^Qrini;  his  la«t  illness. 

t  SmithMonian  Report  for  1860,  p.  38. 
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globe,  bat  also  their  affiliations,  their  changes  in  mental  and 
moral  development,  and  also  the  question  of  the  geological  epoch 
of  the  appearance  of  man  upon  the  earth.  .  .  .  The  ethnologi- 
cal specimens  we  have  mentioned  are  not  considered  as  mere 
curiosities  collected  to  excite  the  wonder  of  the  illiterate,  but  as 
contributions  to  the  materials  from  which  it  will  be  practicable 
to  reconstruct  by  analogy  and  strict  deduction,  the  history  of  the 
past  in  its  relation  to  tlie  present."* 

Two  years  later  he  reported:  "The  collection  of  objects  to 
illustrate  anthropology  now  in  possession  of  the  Institution  is 
almost  unsurpassed,  especially  iu  those  which  relate  to  the  present 
Indians  and  the  more  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  American  conti- 
tinent."  Deprecating  the  frequent  dissipation  of  small  private  col- 
lections of  such  objects  at  the  death  of  their  owners,  he  forcibly 
urges  that  "  the  only  way  in  which  they  can  become  of  real  im- 
portance, is  by  making  them  part  of  a  general  collection,  care- 
fully preserved  in  some  public  institution,  where  in  the  course  of 
the  increasing  light  of  science,  they  may  be  made  to  reveal  truths 
beyond  present  anticipation. "f 

In  his  last  Report — for  1877, — just  published  (and  which  he 
did  not  live  to  see  in  print),  ho  says  :  "  Anthropology,  or  what 
may  be  considered  the  natural  history  of  man,  is  at  present  the 
most  popular  branch  of  science.  It  absorbs  a  large  share  of 
public  attention,  and  many  original  investigators  are  assiduously 
devoted  to  it.  Its  object  is  to  reconstruct  as  it  were  the  past 
history  of  man,  to  determine  his  specific  peculiarities  and  general 
tendencies.  It  has  already  established  the  fact  that  a  remark- 
able similarity  exists  in  the  archaeological  instruments  found  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  with  those  in  use  among  tribes  still  in  a 
savage  or  barbarous  condition.  The  conclusion  is  supported  by 
evidence  which  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  by  thoroughly 
studying  the  manners  and  customs  of  savages  and  the  instru- 
ments employed  by  them,  we  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  earliest 
history  of  nations  which  have  attained  the  highest  civilization. 
It  is  remarkable  in  how  many  cases,  customs  existing  among 
highly  civilized  peoples  are  found  to  be  survivals  of  ancient 
i  habits."     He  then  argues  from  the  significance  thus  developed 

i  of  many  trivial   practices   and   unmeaning   ceremonies   handed 

j  down  from  immemorial  time,  the  importance  to  a  full  compre- 

i  hension  of  the  customs  of  modern  society,  of  a  scientific  study 

\  of  the  myths  and  usages  of  ancient  peoples.     "  American  anthro- 

4  pology,"  he  remarks.  **  early  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Smith- 

X  sonian  Institution  ;"  and  alluding  to  its  first  published  work,  he 

says  "from  the  time  of  the  publication  of  this  volume  until  the 
1  present,  contributions  of  value  have  been  made  annually  by  the 

♦  Smifknoniftn  Report  for  1868,  pp.  26  and  33. 
t  Smithsonian  Report  for  1870,  pp.  35,  36. 
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Institntion  to  this  branch  of  knowledge The  collection 

of  the  archaeology  and  ethnology  of  America,  in  the  National 
Museum,  is  the  most  extensive  in  the  world  :  and  in  order  to 
connect  it  permanently  with  the  name  of  Smithson,  it  has  been 
thought  advisable  to  prepare  and  publish  at  the  expense  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund,  an  exhaustive  work  on  American  anthropology, 
in  which  the  various  classes  of  specimens  shall  be  figured  and 
described."*     This  great  work  still  remains  to  be  perfected. 

Publications,— To  attempt  the  recapitulation  of  the  various 
branches  of  original  research  initiated  or  directly  fostered  by 
the  Institution,  would  be  to  write  its  history.  The  range  and 
variety  of  its  active  operations,  and  the  value  of  their  fruits,  are 
in  view  of  the  limited  income,  and  the  collateral  drains  of  less 
important  objects  exacted  from  it,  something^  quite  surprising. 
Scarcely  a  department  of  investigation  has  not  received  either 
directly  or  indirectly  liberal  and  efficient  assistance  :  and  a  host 
of  physicists  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  diverse  labors, 
have  attested  their  gratitude  to  the  Institution,  and  no  less  to 
the  ever  sympathetic  encouragement  of  its  Director. 

Over  one  hundred  important  original  Memoirs,  generally  too 
elaborate  to  be  published  at  length  by  any  existing  scientific  so- 
ciety, issued  in  editions  many  times  larger  than  the  most  liberal 
of  any  such  society's  issue,  most  of  them  now  universally  recog- 
nized as  classical  and  original  authorities  oh  their  respective 
topics,  forming  twenty-one  large  quarto  volumes  of  "Smith- 
flONiAN  Contributions  to  Knowledge,"  distributed  over  every 
portion  of  the  civilized  or  colonized  world,  constitute  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  the  fonnder,  James  Smithson,  such  as 
never  before  was  builded  with  the  outlay  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds:  and  before  which  the  popular  Lyceums  of  our  lead- 
ing cities,  with  endowments  averaging  double  this  amount,  pale 
into  insignificance. 

Such  as  these  Lyceums  with  their  local  culture,  admirable 
And  invaluable  in  their  way,  but  exerting  no  influence  upon  the 
progress  of  science,  or  outside  of  their  own  communities,  and 
scarcely  known  beyond  their  cities'  walls, — such  was  the  type  of 
institute  which  early  legislators  could  alone  imagine.  Such  as 
the  **  Smithsonian  Institution"  stands  to-day, — such  is  the  mon- 
nnaent  mainly  constructed  by  the  foresight,  the  wisdom,  and  the 
resolution  of  Henry,  t    All  honor  to  the  Regents,  who  with 

♦  SmitJutonian  Report  for  1877,  pp.  22,  23.  Cironlare  broadly  distrib- 
uted  by  the  Institution,  have  served  to  give  desired  direction  to  popular 
attention  and  activity  in  this  field  of  research ;  and  the  extent  of  co- 
oppintion  i8  snoh  as  probably  only  the  **  Smithsonian"  coald  have  se- 
cured, unless  l»y  a  vastly  greater  outlay. 

t  "It  is  not  by  its  castellated  building,  nor  the  exhibition  of  the  ma- 
ieam  of  the  Government,  that  the  Institution  has  achieved  its  present 

75 


Digitized  by 


Google 


302  BULurriN  or  ths 

an  enlighteDment  so  far  in  advance  of  the  ruling  intelligence  of 
former  days,  and  against  the  pressures  of  overwhelming  prepon- 
derance of  even  educated  popular  sentiment,  courageously  adopted 
the  programme  of  the  Secretary  and  Director  they  had  appointed; 
and  who  throughout  his  career,  so  wisely,  nobly,  and  steadfiistly 
upheld  his  policy  and  his  purpose. 

Fifteen  octavo  volumes  of  **  Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collec- 
tions" of  a  more  technical  character  than  the  "ContribntioDs,'' 
(including  systematic  and  statistical  compilations,  scientific  sum- 
maries,  and  valuable  accessions  of  tabular  ''constants,'*)  form  in 
themselves  an  additional  series  ;  and  represent  a  work  of  which 
any  learned  Society  or  Institution  might  well  be  proud,  ^nd 
thirty  octavo  volumes  of  annual  Reports,  rich  with  the  scattered 
thoughts  and  hopes  and  wishes  of  the  Director,  form  the  official 
journal  of  his  administration. 

The  Bibliography  of  Science. — Among  the  needful  prepara- 
tions for  conducting  original  inquiry,  none  is  more  important  than 
ready  access  and  direction  to  the  existing  state  of  research  in 
the  particular  field,  or  its  allied  districts.  This  information  is 
scattered  in  the  thousands  of  volumes  which  form  the  transactions 
of  learned  Societies ;  and  its  acquisition  involves  therefore  in 
most  cases  a  very  laborious  preliminary  bibliographical  research. 
To  make  this  vast  store  of  observation  available  to  scientific 
students,  by  the  directory  of  well  arranged  digests,  would  appear 
to  fall  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  an  Institution  speciallj 
established  for  promoting  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men :  and  was  early  an  object  of  particular  interest  to 
Henry.  In  his  Report  for  1851,  he  remarked :  '*  One  of  the  most 
important  means  of  facilitating  the  use  of  libraries  (particularly 
with  reference  to  science,)  is  well  digested  indexes  of  subjects, 
not  merely  referring  to  volumes  or  books,  but  to  memoirs,  papers, 
and  parts  of  scientific  transactions  and  systematic  works.  As  an 
example  of  this,  I  would  refer  to  the  admirably  arranged  and 
valuable  catalogue  of  books  relating  to  Natural  Philosophy  and 
the  Mechanic  Arts,  by  Dr.  Young.  This  work  comes  down  to 
1807 ;  and  1  know  of  no  richer  gift  which  could  be  bestowed  upon 
the  science  of  our  own  day,  than  the  continuation  of  this  catalogue 
to  the  present  time.     Every  one  who  is  desirous  of  enlarging  the 

r^patation ;  nor  bj  the  oo11«otion  and  diftplajr  of  mati^HAl  objeota  of  any 
kind,  chat  it  has  vindicated  the  intelliizence  and  good  faith  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  tlie  administration  of  the  trnst.  It  ia  hj  its  explorations,  its 
researulies,  it8  pablioations,  its  dirftribation  of  spnoimens,  and  its  ex- 
ohangtis,  oonstitating  it  an  active  living  organisation,  that  it  has  rendered 
itJ*elf  favorably  known  in  evt^rj  part  of  the  civilized  world ;  has  roadeooo- 
tribntioiH  to  almost  every  branch  of  science ;  and  broa};ht,  more  than  ^ver 
before,  into  intimate  and  friendly  relations,  the  Old  and  the  New  Worlds." 
(Memorial  to  Congress,  by  Chancellor  S.  P.  Chase,  and  Secretary  Joseph 
Henry.     Smithtontan  Report,  for  1867,  p.  114.) 
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boands  of  hnman  knowledge,  should  in  justice  to  himself  as  well 
as  to  the  public,  be  acquainted  with  what  has  previously  been 
done  in  the  same  line ;  and  this  he  will  only  be  enabled  to  accom- 
plish by  the  use  of  indexes  of  the  kind  above  mentioned.''* 

At  the  time,  and  for  years  afterward,  one-half  of  the  Smith- 
sonian income  was  diverted  by  the  requirements  of  Congress 
to  the  local  objects  of  the  Lyceum:  and  the  hopelessness  of 
attempting  a  work — additional  to  that  already  mapped  out, 
which  would  require  the  united  labors  of  a  large  corps  of  well- 
trained  and  educated  assistants  for  many  years,  and  the  subse- 
quent devotion  of  the  whole  available  income  for  many  years 
following,  to  complete  its  publication,  was  fully  realized.  The 
project  however  was  not  abandoned  :  and  in  1854,  Henry  con- 
ceived the  plan  of  taking  up  the  more  limited  department  of 
American  Scientific  Bibliography ;  and  by  the  persevering  ap- 
plication of  a  fixed  portion  of  the  income  annually  for  a  suc- 
cession of  years,  of  finally  producing  a  thorough  subject-matter 
index,  as  well  as  an  index  of  authors,  for  the  entire  range  of 
American  contributions  to  science  from  their  earliest  date.  In- 
spired with  this  ambition,  he  sought  to  enlist  the  co-operation 
of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  in 
procuring  with  its  large  resources,  a  similar  classified  index  for 
British  and  European  scientific  literature. 

The  favorable  reception  of  this  project,  was  officially  announced 
to  Henry  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Association,  in  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  following  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  that  body 
for  1855.  "A  communication  from  Professor  Henry  of  Washing- 
ton having  been  read,  containing  a  proposal  for  the  publication 
of  a  catalogue  of  philosophical  memoirs  scattered  throughout  the 
Transactions  of  Societies  in  Europe  and  America,  with  the  oflTer 
of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to 
the  extent  of  preparing  and  publishing  in  accordance  with  the 
general  plan  which  might  be  adopted  by  the  British  Association, 
a  catalogue  of  all  the  American  memoirs  on  physical  science, — 
the  Committee  approve  of  the  suggestion,  and  recommend  that 
Mr.  Cayley,  Mr.  Grant,  and  Professor  Stokes  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  consider  the  best  system  of  arrangement,  and  to 
report  thereon  to  the  council,  "f  The  report  of  this  committee 
dated  13th  June,  1856,  was  presented  to  the  succeeding  Meeting 
of  the  British  Association  ;  in  which  they  take  occasion  to  say ; 
"The  Committee  are  desirous  of  expressing  their  sense  of  the 
great  importance  and  increasing  need  of  such  a  catalogue.  .  . 
The  catalogue  should  not  be  restricted  to  memoirs  in  Transac- 
tions of  Societies,  but  should  comprise  also  memoirs  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  Societies,  in  mathematical  and  scientific  journals  :'^ 

*  Smithsonian  Report  for  1851,  p.  225  (of  Sen.  ed.),  p.  217  (of  H.  Rep.  ed.) 
t  Report  Brit,  Assoc,  Qlasgow,  Sept.  1855,  p.  Izvi. 
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etc.  .  .  "The  catalogue  should  begin  from  the  year  1800. 
There  should  be  a  catalogue  according  to  the  names  of  authors, 
and  also  a  catalogue  according  to  subjects."*  The  Committee 
comprising  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  interesting  that  grave  body  in  the  undertaking :  and 
the  result  was  that  greatly  to  Henry's  satisfaction,  the  entire 
work  was  ultimately  assumed  by  the  Royal  Society  itself. 

In  the  course  of  ten  years  that  liberal  Socieiy  aided  by  a  large 
grant  from  the  British  Government  gave  to  the  world  its  half 
instalment  of  the  great  work,  in  its  admirable  ''  Catalogue  of 
Scientific  Papers"  alphabetically  classified  by  authors,  in  seven 
or  eight  large  quarto  volumes.  In  the  Preface  to  this  splendid 
monument  of  industry  and  liberality,  stands  the  following  historj 
of  its  inception.  '*  The  present  undertaking  may  be  said  to  have 
originated  in  a  communication  from  Dr.  Joseph  Henry,  Secretary 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  the  Meeting  of  the  British 
Association  at  Glasgow  in  1855,  suggesting  the  formation  of  a 
catalogue  of  Philosophical  memoirs  :  this  suggestion  was  favor- 
ably reported  on  by  a  Committee  of  the  Association  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  ...  In  March,  1857,  General  Sabine,  the 
Treasurer  and  Vice-President  of  the  Royal  Society,  brought  the 
matter  before  the  President  and  Council  of  that  body,  and  re- 
quested on  the  part  of  the  British  Association,  the  co-operation 
of  the  Royal  Society  in  the  project :  whereupon  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  take  into  further  consideration  the  formation  of 
such  a  Catalogue.  ...  No  further  step  was  taken  by  the 
British  Association  or  by  the  Royal  Society  in  co-operation  with 
that  body :  but  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  Society 
acting  on  the  recommendations  contained  in  a  Report  of  the 
Library  Committee  dated  7th  January,  1858,  resolved  that  the 
preparation  of  a  Catalogue  of  scientific  memoirs  should  be  under- 
taken by  the  Royal  Society  independently,  and  at  the  Society's 
own  charge,  "t 

System  of  Exchanges.^FoT  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,  one  of  the  methods  adopted  by  Henry  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  his  administration  was  the  organization  of  a  sys- 
tem by  which  the  scientific  memoirs  of  Societies  or  of  individuals 
from  any  portion  of  the  United  States,  might  be  transmitted  to 
foreign  countries  without  expense  to  the  senders  :  and  by  which 

♦  Report  Brit,  As»or,  Cheltenham,  Aujr.  1856,  pp.  463.  464. 

t  Preface  to  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Paper*,  (1800-1863)  vol.  I.  1867,  p^ 
111.,  iv.  The  second  and  most  important  division  of  this  great  and  invala 
able  work,— the  classified  Index  to  Subjects,— still  remains  to  be  aooom- 
plished.  Had  the  plan  adopted  been  made  to  include  the  scientino 
memoirs  of  the  two  preceding  centuries,  the  value  of  the  compllatioij 
would  have  been  enhanced  in  a  far  greater  proportion  than  the  additional 
expenditure  or  the  increase  of  bulk. 
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in  like  mauuer  the  similar  publications  of  scientific  work  abroad 
might  be  received  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  distribution 
in  this  country.  This  privilege  however  is  properly  restricted 
to  bona  fide  donations  and  exchanges  of  scientific  memoirs; — all 
purchased  publications  being  carefully  excluded  and  left  to  find 
their  legitimate  channels  of  trade.  By  an  international  courtesy 
— creditable  to  the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  the  civilized 
Powers, — such  packages  to  and  from  the  Institution  are  per- 
mitted to  pass  through  all  Custom-houses,  free  of  duty;  an 
invoice  of  authentication  being  forwarded  in  advance.  When 
it  is  considered  that  this  large  work  of  collection  and  distribution 
(including  the  constant  supply  of  the  Institution's  own  publica- 
tions, and  the  extensive  returns  therefor  of  journals,  proceedings, 
and  transactions,  for  its  own  library)  requires  the  systematic 
records  and  accounts  in  suitable  ledgers,  with  the  accurate  par- 
celling and  labelling  of  packages,  large  and  small,  to  every 
corner  of  the  globe,  it  may  well  be  conceived  that  no  small 
amount  of  labor  and  expense  is  involved  in  these  forwarding 
operations.*  A  recognition  of  the  benefits  conferred  by  this 
generous  enterprise,  is  practically  indicated  by  the  rapid  enlarge- 
ment of  the  operations.  The  weight  of  matter  sent  abroad  by 
the  Institution  at  the  end  of  the  first  decade,  was  14  thousand 
pounds  for  the  year  1857:  the  weight  sent  at  the  end  of  the 
second  decade,  was  22  thousand  pounds  for  the  year  1 867  :  and 
the  weight  sent  at  the  end  of  the  third  decade,  was  99  thousand 
pounds  for  the  last  year  1877.  This  admirable  system  has  been 
greatly  encouraged  and  facilitated  by  the  most  praiseworthy 
liberality  of  the  great  lines  of  ocean  steamers,  and  of  the  lead- 
ing railway  companies,  in  carrying  the  Smithsonian  freight  in 
many  cases  free  of  charge,  or  in  other  cases  at  greatly  reduced 
rates  :  an  appreciative  tribute  alike  to  the  beneficent  services 
and  reputation  of  the  Institution,  and  to  the  personal  character 
and  influence  of  its  Director.f 

*  It  may  be  stated  that  the  number  of  foreign  institutions  and  corre- 
spondents receiving  the  Smithsonian  publications  exceeds  two  thousand  ; 
whose  localities  embrace  not  only  the  principal  cities  of  Enrope  (from 
Iceland  to  Turkey),  of  British  America,  Mexico,  the  West  Indies,  Central 
and  South  America,  and  of  Australia,  but  also  those  of  New  Zealand, 
Honolulu  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  twelve  cities  in  India,  Shanghai  in 
China,  Tokio,  Yedo,  and  Yokohama,  in  Japan,  Batavia  in  Java,  Manilla 
in  the  Philippine  Islands,  Alexandria  and  Cairo  in  Egypt,  Algiers  in 
northern  Africa,  Monrovia  in  Liberia,  and  Cape  Town  in  southern  Africa. 
The  correspondents  and  recipients  in  the  United  States,  are  probably 
nearly  as  numerous. 

t  "  The  cost  of  this  system  would  far  exceed  the  means  of  the  Institu- 
tion, were  it  not  for  important  aid  received  from  varioas  parties  interested 
in  facilitating  international  intercourse  and  the  promotion  of  friendly 
relations  between  distant  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  The  liberal  aid 
extended  by  the  steamship  and  other  lines,  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
in  carrying  the  boxes  of  the  Smithsonian  exchanges  free  of  charge,  has  been 
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*'  This  part  of  the  system  of  Smithsonian  operations  has  every- 
where received  the  commendation  of  those  who  have  given  it 
their  attention  or  have  participated  in  its  benefits.  The  Institn- 
tion  is  now  the  principal  agent  of  scientific  and  literary  com- 
munication between  the  old  world  and  the  new.'  .  .  .  Tlie 
importance  of  such  a  system  with  reference  to  the  scieutific 
character  of  our  country,  could  scarcely  be  appreciated  by  those 
who  are  not  familiar  with  the  results  which  flow  from  an  easy 
and  certain  intercommunication  of  this  kind.  Many  of  the  most 
important  contributions  to  science  made  in  America  have  been 
unheard  of  in  Europe,  or  have  been  so  little  known,  or  received 
so  little  attention,  that  they  have  been  republished  as  new  dis- 
coveries or  claimed  as  the  product  of  European  research."*  It 
would  indeed  be  difficult  to  estimate  rightly  the  benefit  to  science 
in  the  encouragement  of  its  cultivators  afforded  by  this  fostering 
service.  Few  Societies  are  able  to  incur  much  expense  in  the 
distribution  of  their  publications ;  and  hence  their  circulation  is 
necessarily  very  limited.  The  fructifying  interchange  of  labors 
and  results,  dependent  on  their  own  resources,  would  be  ob- 
structed by  the  recurring  expenses  and  delays  of  customs  inter- 
ventions, and  by  unconscionable  exactions :  and  indeed  witboat 
the  Smithsonian  mechanism,  nine-tenths  of  the  present  scientific 
exchanges  would  be  at  once  suppressed.  Let  it  be  hoped  that 
so  beneficent  a  system  will  not  break  down  from  the  weight  of 
its  own  inevitable  growth. 

Astronomical  Telegraphy, — Analogous  in  principle  to  the 
system  of  exchange,  is  that  adopted  for  the  instantaneous  trans- 
Atlantic  communication  of  discoveries  of  a  special  order.  In  the 
year  1873,  in  the  interests  of  astronomy  (to  which  Henry  ^^asever 
warmly  devoted)  he  concluded  "  a  very  important  arrangement 
between  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  Atlantic  cable  Com- 
panies, by  which  is  guaranteed  the  free  transmission  by  telegraph 
between  Europe  and  America  of  accounts  of  astronomical  discov- 
eries which  for  the  purpose  of  co-operative  observation  require 
immediate  announcement,  "t  This  admirable  service  to  science, 
so  creditable  to  the  intelligence  and  the  liberality  of  the  Atlantic 
Telegraph  Companies,  embraces  direct  reciprocal  communication 
between  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  foreign  Observato- 
ries of  Greenwich,  Paris,  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Pulkova.  During 
the  first  year  of  its  operation,  four  new  planetoids  were  tele- 

continned,  and  several  other  lines  have  been  added  to  the  number  in  th« 
coarse  of  the  year."  (Smithsonian  Report  for  1867,  p.  39.)  Notwithstand- 
ing this  nnprecedented  generosity,  the  exchange  system  has  reached  SQcl^ 
proportions  as  to  require  for  its  maintenance  one-fourth  of  the  entire 
income  from  the  Smithsonian  fund. 

*  Smithsonian  Bepo  t  for  1853,  p.  25,  (of  Senate  ed.) 

t  Smithsonian  Report  for  1873,  p.  32. 
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graphed  from  America,  and  seven  telescopic  comets  from  Europe 
to  tills  country. 

"Although  the  discovery  of  planets  and  comets  will  probably 
be  the  principal  subject  of  the  cable  telegrams,  yet  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  restrict  the  transmission  of  intelligence  solely  to  that 
class  of  observation.  Any  remarkable  solar  phenomenon  pre- 
senting itself  suddenly  in  Europe,  observations  of  which  may  be 
practicable  in  America  several  hours  after  the  sun  has  set  to  the 
European  observer,— the  sudden  outburst  of  some  variable  star 
similar  to  that  which  appeared  in  Corona  borealis  in  1866, — un- 
expected showers  of  shooting-stars,  etc.,  would  be  proper  subjects 
for  transmission  by  cable. 

"  The  announcement  of  this  arrangement  has  called  forth  the 
approbation  of  the  astronomers  of  the  world  ;  and  in  regard  to 
it  we  may  quote  the  following  passage  from  the  fifty-fourth  annual 
report  of  the  Royal  Astronomical  Society  of  England  :  *  The 
great  value  of  this  concession  on  the  part  of  the  Atlantic  tele- 
graph and  other  Companies,  cannot  be  too  highly  prized,  and 
oar  science  must  certainly  be  the  gainer  by  this  disinterested  act 
of  liberality.  Already  planets  discovered  in  America  have  been 
observed  in  Europe  on  the  evening  following  the  receipt  of  the 
telegram,  or  within  two  or  three  days  of  their  discovery  '  "* 

Official  Correspondence. — A  vast  amount  of  individual  work 
having  in  view  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  has  been  performed 
bj  the  correspondence  of  the  Institution ;  which  may  be  best 
described  in  the  language  of  an  extract  from  one  of  the  early 
Reports.  ''  There  is  one  part  of  the  Smithsonian  operations  that 
attracts  no  public  attention,  though  it  is  producing  important 
resalts  in  the  way  of  diffusing  knowledge,  and  is  attended  perhaps 
with  more  labor  than  any  other  part.  I  allude  to  the  scientific 
correspondence  of  the  Institution.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  in 
which  communications  are  not  received  from  persons  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  containing  accounts  of  discoveries,  which 
are  referred  to  the  Institution,  or  asking  questions  relative  to 
some  branch  of  knowledge.  The  rule  was  early  adopted  to  give 
respectful  attention  to  every  letter  received,  and  this  has  been 
faithfully  adhered  to  from  the  beginning  up  to  the  present 
time.  .  .  .  Requests  are  frequently  made  for  lists  of  appa- 
ratus, for  information  as  to  the  best  books  for  the  study  of  special 

*  Smithsonian  Report  for  1873,  p.  33.  Ill  1876,  a  stellar  ootbarst  in  the 
**3wan*' observed  by  Dr.  Schmidt  of  Athens,  on  the  24th  of  November, 
*a8  announced.  Less  brilliant  than  the  similar  oatburst  which  ocoarred 
in  the  northern  **  Crown"  in  May  1866,  it  continned  to  decline  through 
the  month  of  December,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year,  had  dwindled  from 
the  third  to  the  eighth  magnitude.  This  may  possibly  be  the  same  "  tem- 
Pwtry  star"— seen  in  Cygnus  in  1600,  and  again  in  1670:  and  haying 
tberefore  a  period  of  variability  of  about  69  years. 
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subjects,  for  suggestions  on  the  organization  of  local  societies, 
etc.  Applications  are  also  made  for  information  by  persons 
abroad,  relative  to  particular  subjects  respecting  this  country. 
When  an  immediate  reply  cannot  be  given  to  a  question,  the 
subject  is  referred  by  letter  to  some  one  of  the  Smithsonian  co- 
laborers  to  whose  line  of  duty  it  pertains,  and  the  answer  is 
transmitted  to  the  inquirer,  either  under  the  name  of  the  person 
who  gives  the  information,  or  under  that  of  the  Institution,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  .  .  .  Many  of 
those  communications  are  of  such  a  character,  that  at  first  sight 
it  might  seem  best  to  treat  them  with  silent  neglect ;  but  the  rule 
has  been  adopted  to  state  candidly  and  respectfully  the  objections 
to  such  propositions,  and  to  endeavor  to  convince  their  authors 
that  their  ground  is  untenable.  Though  this  course  is  in  inanj 
cases  attended  with  no  beneficial  results,  still  it  is  the  only  one 
which  can  be  adopted  with  any  hope  of  even  partial  good."* 

The  information  given  to  scientific  inquirers  has  been  of  an 
exceedingly  varied  and  highly  valuable  character,  not  unfre- 
quently  involving  a  large  amount  of  research  from  special  ex- 
perts ;  who  have  been  accustomed  cheerfully  to  bestow  a  degree  of 
attention  on  difficult  questions  thus  presented,  which  would  have 
been  accorded  perhaps  less  ungrudgingly  to  others  than  to  the 
universally  honored  Smithsonian  Director.  As  to  the  pretensions 
and  importunities  of  the  unscientific, — such  is  the  judgment  pro- 
nounced after  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  laborious  experience  with 
them  : 

''  The  most  troublesome  correspondents  are  persons  of  exten- 
sive reading,  and  in  some  cases  of  considerable  literary  acquire- 
ments, who  in  earlier  life  were  not  imbued  with  scientific  methods, 
but  who  not  without  a  certain  degree  of  mental  power,  imagine 
that  they  have  made  great  discoveries  in  the  way  of  high  gene- 
ralizations. Their  claims  not  being  allowed,  they  rank  them- 
selves among  the  martyrs  of  science,  against  whom  the  scientific 
schools  and  the  envy  of  the  world  have  arrayed  themselves.  In- 
deed to  such  intensity  does  this  feeling  arise  in  certain  persons, 
that  on  their  special  subjects  they  are  really  monomaniacs, 
although  on  others  they  may  be  not  only  entirely  sane,  but  even 
evince  abilities  of  a  high  order.  .  .  .  Two  persons  of  this  class 
have  recently  made  a  special  journey  to  Washington,  from  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country,  to  demand  justice  from  the  Institution 
in  the  way  of  recognition  of  their  claims  to  discoveries  in  science 
of  great  importance  to  humanity ;  and  each  of  them  has  made 
an  appeal  to  his  Representative  in  Congress  to  aid  him  in  com- 
pelling the  Institution  to  acknowledge  the  merits  of  his  specula- 
tions. Providence  vindicates  in  such  cases  the  equality  of  its 
justice  in  giving  to  such  persons  an  undue  share  of  self-esteem 

*  Smithsonian  Report  for  1853,  pp.  22,  23,  (of  Senate  «<l.) 
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and  an  exaltation  of  confidence  in  themselves,  which  in  a  great 
degree  compensate  for  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  want  of  a 
jost  appreciation  of  the  public.  Unless  however' they  are  men 
of  great  benevolence  of  disposition,  who  can  look  with  pity  on 
what  they  deem  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  leaders  of  science^ 
they  are  apt  to  indulge  in  a  bitterness  of  denunciation  which 
might  be  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  the  Institution,  were  their 
effects  not  neutralized  by  the  extravagance  of  the  assertions 
themselves."* 

To  the  projectors  and  propellers  of  Paine  electric  engines, 
and  Keely  motors,  eager  for  a  marketable  certificate  from  such 
an  authority,  Henry  would  calmly  reply :  "  We  may  say  that 
science  has  established  the  great  fact — without  the  possibility  of 
doubt,  that  what  is  called  power,  or  that  which  produces  changes 
in  matter,  cannot  be  created  by  man,  but  exists  in  nature  in  a 
state  of  activity  or  in  a  condition  of  neutralization ;  and  further- 
more that  all  the  original  forces  connected  with  our  globe,  as  a 
general  rule  have  assumed  a  state  of  permanent  equilibrium,  and 
that  the  crust  of  the  earth  as  a  whole  (with  the  exception  of  the 
comparatively  exceedingly  small  proportion,  consisting  of  organic 
matter  such  as  coal,  wood,  etc.)  is  as  it  were  a  burnt  slag,  in- 
capable of  yielding  power ;  and  that  all  the  motions  and  changes 
on  its  surface  are  due  to  actions  from  celestial  space,  principally 
from  the  sun.  .  .  .  All  attempts  to  substitute  electricity  or  mag- 
netism for  coal  power  must  be  unsuccessful,  since  these  powers 
tend  to  an  equilibrium  from  which  they  can  only  be  disturbed  by 
the  application  of  another  power,  which  is  the  equivalent  of  that 
which  they  can  subsequently  exhibit.  They  are  however,  with 
chemical  attraction,  etc.,  of  great  importance  as  intermediate 
agents  in  the  application  of  the  power  of  heat  as  derived  from 
combustion.  Science  does  not  indicate  in  the  slightest  degree, 
the  possibility  of  the  discovery  of  a  new  primary  power  com- 
parable with  that  of  combustion  as  exhibited  in  the  burning  of 
coal.  Whatever  unknown  powers  may  exist  in  nature  capable 
of  doing  work,  must  be  in  a  state  of  neutralization,  otherwise 
they  would  manifest  themselves  spontaneously;  and  from  this 
state  of  nentrallzation  or  equilibrium,  they  can  be  released  only 
by  the  action  of  an  extraneous  power  of  equivalent  energy ;  and 
we  therefore  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  all  declarations  of  the 
discovery  of  a  new  power  which  is  to  supersede  the  use  of  coal 
as  a  motive-power,  have  their  origin  in  ignorance  or  deception, 
and  frequently  in  both.  A  man  of  some  ingenuity  in  combining 
mechanical  elements,  and  having  some  indefinite  scientific  know- 
ledge, imagines  it  possible  to  obtain  a  certain  result  by  a  given 
combination  of  principles,  and  by  long  brooding  over  this  sub- 

♦  Smithsonian  Rpport  for  1875,  pp.  37,  38. 
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ject  previous  to  experiment,  at  length  convinces  himself  of  the 
certainty  of  the  anticipated  result.  Having  thus  deceived  him- 
self by  his  sophisms,  be  calls  upon  his  neighbors  to  accept  his 
conclusions  as  verified  truths ;  and  soon  acquires  the  notoriety 
of  having  made  a  discovery  which  is  to  change  the  civilization  of 
the  world.  The  shadowy  reputation  which  he  has  thus  acquired, 
is  too  gratifying  to  his  vanity  to  be  at  once  relinquished  by  the 
announcement  of  his  self-deception ;  and  in  preference  he  ap- 
plies his  ingenuity  in  devising  means  by  which  to  continue  the 
deception  of  his  friends  and  supporters,  long  after  he  himself  has 
been  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  his  first  assumptions.  In  this 
way  what  was  commenced  in  folly,  generally  ends  in  fraud."* 

In  looking  back  upon  the  struggles,  conflicts,  and  obstructions 
of  the  past,  it  really  seems  quite  marvellous  that  so  much  should 
have  been  accomplished,  with  so  limited  expenditure.  These 
large  results  are  partly  duo  to  the  admirable  method  of  the  Sec- 
retary, his  clear  presage  of  eflfects,  and  his  high  power  of  sys- 
tematic distribution  and  appliance ;  partly  to  the  intelligent  zeal 
and  sympathetic  energy  of  the  able  assistants  whom  he  had  asso- 
ciated with  him  almost  from  the  organization  of  the  institution; 
and  partly  to  the  personal  magic  of  the  man, — to  the  surprising 
amount  of  voluntary  co-operation  he  was  able  to  call  forth  in 
almost  every  direction,  by  the  sheer  force  of  his  own  earnest  in- 
dustry, and  the  contagious  influence  of  his  own  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  scientific  advancement 

An  unwarranted  Arraignment, — In  1865,  while  still  with 
quiet  determination  maintaining  the  fundamental  purpose  of  his 
Smithsonian  administration  against  the  pressure  and  opposition 
of  powerful  influences,  (the  discussion  having  been  even  carried 
to  the  halls  of  Congress,)  Henry  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
most  wanton  and  ungrateful  public  attack,  in  a  pamphlet  by 
Prof.  Morse  of  Telegraph  fame,  impugning  not  only  his  scien- 
tific reputation,  but  for  the  first  time — the  truthfulness  of  his 
testimony  given  in  certain  telegraph  suits  some  half  a  dozen 
years  previously,  in  reluctant  obedience  to  legal  summons-f 
This  testimony  thus  exacted,  of  course  failed  to  sustain  the 
complainant's  exorbitant  claims  to  the  absolute  invention  and 
ownership  of  all  possible  forms  of  the  electro-magnetic  telegraph, 

♦  Smithionian  Report  for  1875,  pp.  39,  40. 

t  The  Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  while  Qovornor  of  Ohio,  (sabseqaentlj  Chief 
Jastioe  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,)  in  a  letter  dAted 
Colambos,  Nov.  26, 1856,  after  reel  ting- his  professional  connectioii  with 
the  litigations  of  1849,  mts  :  **  I  rememher  verj  well  that  70a  were  on- 
willing  to  be  involved  in  the  controversy  even  as  a  witness,  and  that  you 
only  sabmitted  to  be  examined  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
law.    Not  one  of  yoar  statements  was  volunteered." 
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tod  correspondingly  failed  to  satisfy  the  cupidity  of  the  actaal 
prosecutors :  and  in  this  remarkabfe  accusation  first  published 
in  1855,  could  readily  be  discerned  the  mercenary  inspiration  of 
interested  capitalists  and  assignees — anxious  only  to  stretch  the 
monopoly  to  its  extremest  grasp.  To  Prof.  Morse  himself  in 
bis  early  efforts,  Henry  had  generously  rendered  every  encourage- 
ment and  assistance ;  and  in  his  later  successes  had  as  freely 
extended  his  congratulations  and  his  testimonials  of  the  prac- 
tical merits  of  his  invention.* 

To  descend  to  a  personal  controversy  with  Mr.  Morse,  was 
otterly  repugnant  to  Henry's  feelings :  to  permit  his  serious 
impeachment  to  stand  untraversed,  appeared  scarcely  less  objec- 
tionable. With  a  calm  and  self-respecting  dignity,  Henry  simply 
presented  the  published  arraignment  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  for 
their  consideration  and  action,  with  a  communication  dated 
March  16,  1857,  in  the  following  terms  : 

''  Gentlemen  :  In  the  discharge  of  the  important  and  responsible 
duties  which  devolve  upon  me  as  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  I  have  found  myself  exposed  like  other  men  in  public 
positions  to  unprovoked  attack  and  injurious  misrepresentation. 
Many  instances  of  this  it  may  be  remembered,  occurred  about  two 
years  ago,  during  the  discussions  relative  to  the  organic  policy 
of  the  Institution :  but  though  very  unjust,  they  were  suffered  to 
pass  unnoticed ;  and  generally  made  I  presume  no  lasting  impres- 
sion on  the  public  mind.  During  the  same  controversy  however, 
tiiere  was  one  attack  made  upon  me  of  such  a  nature,  so  elaborately 
prepared  and  widely  circulated  by  my  opponents,  that  though  I 
have  not  yet  publicly  noticed  it,  I  have  from  the  first  thought  it 
my  duty  not  to  allow  it  to  go  unanswered.  I  allude  to  an  article 
from  the  pen  of  Prof.  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  the  celebrated  inventor  of  the 
American  electro-magnetic  telegraph.  In  this,  not  my  scientific 
reputation  merely,  but  my  moral  character  was  pointedly  assailed : 
indeed  nothing  less  was  attempted  than  to  prove  that  in  the  tes- 
timony which  I  had  given  in  a  case  where  I  was  at  most  but  a 
reluctant  witness,  I  had  consciously  and  wilfully  deviated  from 
the  truth,  and  this  too  from  unworthy  and  dishonorable  motives. 
Such  a  charge,  coming  from  such  a  quarter,  appeared  to  me  then 
as  it  appears  now,  of  too  grave  a  character  and  too  serious  a 
consequence,  to  be  withheld  from  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 

*  "  It  was  mj  wish  in  every  statement  to  render  Mr.  Morse  full  and 
•crapalooB  jnstioe.  While  I  was  constrained  therefore  to  state  that  he 
had  made  no  discoTeries  in  soienoe,  I  distinctly  declared  that  he  was 
«Dtitled  to  the  merit  of  combining  and  applying  the  discoveries  of  others 
in  the  invention  of  the  best  practical  form  of  the  magnetic  telegraph.  My 
testimony  tended  to  establish  the  fact  that  though  not  entitled  to  the 
•lolosive  use  of  the  electro-magnet  for  telegraphic  pnrpeses,  he  was  en- 
titled to  his  particular  machine,  register,  alphabet,  etc.  This  however 
^d  not  meet  the  full  requirements  of  Mr.  Morse*s  comprehensive 
eUim." 
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Regents:  ,  .  .  and  I  now  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  subject  officially  to  your  notice,  and  asking  from  you 
an  investigation  into  the  justice  of  the  charges  alleged  against 
me.  And  this  I  do  most  earnestly,  with  the  desire  that  when  we 
shall  all  have  passed  from  this  stage  of  being,  no  imputation  of 
having  attempted  to  evade  in  silence  so  grave  a  charge  shall  rest 
on  me, — nor  on  you,  of  having  continued  to  devolve  upon  me 
duties  of  the  highest  responsibility,  after  that  was  known  to  some 
of  you  individually,  which  if  true — should  render  me  entirely 
unworthy  of  your  confidence.  Duty  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  as 
well  as  regard  to  my  own  memory,  to  my  family,  and  to  the  truth 
of  history,  demands  that  I  should  lay  this  matter  before  you,  and 
place  in  your  hands  the  documents  necessary  to  establish  the 
veracity  of  my  testimony  so  falsely  impeached,  and  the  integrity 
of  my  motives  so  wantonly  assailed."* 

Professor  Felton,  President  of  Harvard  University,  Chairman 
of  the  select  Committee  appointed  by  the  Regents  to  investigate 
the  charge,  after  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  documentary 
evidence,  submitted  a  full  report,  from  which  it  is  only  necessary 
to  make  the  following  extracts  with  reference  to  the  Moree 
pamphlet :  "  The  first  thing  which  strikes  the  reader  of  this  article 
is  that  its  title  is  a  misnomer,  f  It  is  simply  an  assault  opoo 
Professor  Henry;  an  attempt  to  disparage  his  character;  to 
deprive  him  of  his  honors  as  a  scientific  discoverer ;  to  impeach  his 
credibility  as  a  witness  and  his  integrity  as  a  man.  It  is  a  dis- 
ingenuous piece  of  sophistical  argument,  such  as  an  unscrnpuloas 
advocate  might  employ  to  pervert  the  truth,  misrepresent  the 
facts,  and  misinterpret  the  language  in  which  the  facts  belonging 
to  the  other  side  of  the  case  are  stated.  .  .  .  Your  committee 
come  unhesitatingly  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Morse  has  failed  to 
substantiate  any  one  of  the  charges  he  has  made  against  Profes- 
sor Henry,  although  the  burden  of  proof  lay  upon  him;  and 
that  all  the  evidence — including  the  unbiased  admissions  of  Mr. 
Morse  himself — is  on  the  other  side.  Mr.  Morse's  charges  not 
only  remain  unproved,  but  they  are  positively  disproved."  And 
the  committee  submitted  resolutions  of  condemnation  on  the  one 
side,  and  of  respect  and  confidence  on  the  other,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Regents,  and  made  a  part  of  the 
permanent  record.  J 

♦  Smithsonian  Report  for  1867,  pp.  85,  86. 

t  '*  A  Defence  against  the  injurious  ded notions  drawn  from  the  Depo- 
sition of  Professor  Joseph  Henry,  by  Samuel  P.  B.  Morse.** 

t  Smithsonian  Report  for  1S57,  pp.  89-98.  When  Prof.  Morse  in  his 
letter  to  Prof.  Sears  G.  Walker,  dated  Washington,  Jan.  Ist,  1848,  wrote 
thus :  "  To  Prof.  Henry  is  unquestionably  due  the  honor  of  the  disooferf 
of  a  fact  in  science  which  proves  the  practicability  of  exciting  magnetism 
through  a  long  coil  or  at  a  distance,  either  to  deflect  a  needle  or  mag* 
netize  soft  iron  ;**  and  when  a^ain  some  six  years  later,  the  same  Prof. 
Morse  in  his  pamphlet  dated  Locust  Qrove,  New  York,  December,  1853, 
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Scientific  Observatories. — One  of  the  objects  very  dear  to 
Henry's  heart,  was  the  establishment,  of  a  physical  observatory 
(with  a  physical  laboratory  in  connection)  for  the  systematic 
observation  and  record  of  important  points  in  celestial  and 
terrestrial  physics.  For  the  proper  maintenance  of  such  an 
establishment,  he  thought  an  income  as  large  as  that  of  the 
Smithson  fund,  would  not  be  too  large:  and  on  two  different 
occasions  he  endeavored  to  enlist  the  interest  of  wealthy  and 
public-spirited  citizens  in  such  an  enterprise.  One  of  these 
was  Mr.  McCormick  of  Virginia ;  and  a  letter  on  the  subject 
was  afterward  printed  (without  its  address)  in  the  Report  for 
1870.*  The  other  was  Mr.  Lick  of  California :  who  after  some 
hesitation,  decided  in  favor  of  an  astronomical  observatory. 
Another  allied  object  of  great  interest  to  Henry — and  one  re- 
quiring as  large  an  endowment — was  a  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  in  which — under  judicious  restrictions — those  really 
engaged  in  original  researches,  should  have  liberal  facilities  of 
appliances  and  needed  materials,  furnished  them.  He  considered 
that  an  important  part  of  the  work  to  be  accomplished  by  a 
physical  and  chemical  laboratory,  would  be  the  determination 
and  tabulation  of  "  The  Constants  of  Nature  and  Art"  with  a 
much  wider  range  of  subject,  and  on  a  scale  of  much  greater 
completeness  and  accuracy,  than  had  heretofore  been  attempted : 
and  thus  might  be  realized  the  great  work  or  works  of  reference, 
saggested  by  Babbage  as  a  scientific  desideratum.f  Had  the 
Smithsonian  fund  been  twice  as  large  as  it  is,  both  these  great 
enterprises  for  the  increase  of  knowledge,  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  successfully  inaugurated  by  Henry. 

L088  by  Fire, — Early  in  the  year  1866,  (on  the  24th  day  of 
January,)  the  central  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  Building  suf- 
fered from  a  disastrous  fire,  the  effects  of  which  were  aggravated 
by  the  extreme  severity  of  the  winter  cold,  which  greatly  obstructed 
the  efficiency  of  the  engines  brought  into  action.  J  **  The  progress 
of  the  fire  was  so  rapid,  that  but  few  of  the  contents  of  the  upper 
rooms  could  be  removed  before  the  roof  fell  in.  The  conflagration 

wrote :  **  I  shall  show  that  I  am  not  indebted  to  him  for  any  discovery  in 
•eience,  bearing  on  the  Telegraph:'*  (p.  9,)— it  may  be  confidently 
tsinmed  from  his  known  bnt  singular  nnfamiliarity  with  scientific  litera- 
tori*,  that  equally  in  either  case  he  bnt  echoed  the  promptings  of  others, 
iod  eqnally  in  either  case  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  real  facts.  To  his 
djing  day,  he  probably  sincerely  failed  to  apprehend  the  nature  of  his 
indebtedness  to  Henry. 

*  Smithsonian  Report  for  1870,  pp.  141-144. 

t  Smithsonian  Report  for  1856,  pp.  289-302. 

i  The  accident  resulted  from  the  carelessness  of  some  workmen  in  the 
vpper  picture  gallery,  who  in  temporarily  setting' up  a  stove,  inserted  the 
pipe  through  a  wall-lining  into  a  furring  space  (supposing  it  a  flue),  but 
which  conducted  directly  under  the  rafters  of  the  roof. 

87 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314  BULLETIN  OF  THE 

was  only  stayed  by  the  iQCombustible  materials  of  the  main  build- 
iDg :"  the  flooring  of  the  ijpper  story,  forming  an  iron  and  brick 
yaulting  over  the  lower  or  principal  story.  Neither  wing  of  the 
building  was  reached  by  the  fire ;  and  the  valuable  Library  (not 
thea  transferred  to  the  Capitol),  and  the  Museum,  fortunatelj 
escaped  without  injury.  The  Stanley  collection  of  Indian  por- 
traits, comprising  about  200  paintings,  and  estimated  as  worth 
20,000  dollars,  was  entirely  destroyed.  A  fine  full-sized  copy  in 
Carrara  marble,  by  John  Gott,  of  the  antique  statue  known  as 
**  The  Dying  Gladiator,"  was  crumbled  into  a  formless  mass  of 
stone. 

The  Secretary's  oflSce  unfortunately  fell  within  the  range  of 
the  flames.  '*  The  most  irreparable  loss  was  that  of  the  records, 
consisting^ of  the  official,  scientific,  and  miscellaneous  corres- 
pondence ;  embracing  35,000  pages  of  copied  letters  which  had 
been  sent,  (at  least  30,000  of  which  were  the  composition  of  the 
Secretary,)  and  60,000  pages  of  letters  received  by  the  Institu- 
tion ;  the  receipts  for  publications  and  specimens ;  reports  on 
various  subjects  which  have  been  referred  to  the  Institution; 
the  records  of  experiments  instituted  by  the  Secretary  for  the 
Government ;  four  manuscripts  of  original  investigations,  [me- 
moirs by  collaborators,]  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Insti- 
tution for  publication ;  a  large  number  of  papers  and  scientific 
notes  of  the  Secretary ;  a  series  of  diaries,  memorandum  and 
account  books."*  This  truly  "  irreparable  loss"  of  the  original 
notes  of  many  series  of  experiments  by  Henry,  of  varied  cha- 
racter, running  back  for  thirty  years,  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
reduction  and  discussion,  or  further  extension  (as  leisure  might 
permit)  and  of  which  but  few  had  been  published  even  by  re- 
sults,— was  borne  by  their  author  with  his  characteristic  equa- 
nimity ;  and  was  very  rarely  alluded  to  by  him,  unless  when  in 
answer  to  inquiries  respecting  particular  points  of  his  researches, 
he  was  compelled  to  excuse  the  absence  of  precise  data. 

The  Lecture  Room — a  model  of  its  class — entirely  burned  out 
by  the  fire,  was  not  reconstructed  :  but  the  space  it  occupied  on 
the  upper  floor,  was  with  the  a<^*acent  rooms  (used  as  the  appa- 
ratus room,  and  the  art  gallery)  thrown  into  one  large  hall,  200 
feet  long, — at  present  occupied  as  the  ethnological  museum. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  hazard  demonstrated  by  the  fire,  to 
induce  Congress  in  the  following  year  to  transfer  the  custody 
of  the  Smithsonian  collection  of  scientific  works  to  the  National 
Library :  and  the  propriety  of  this  change  was  thus  defended. 
**  The  east  wing  of  the  Smithsonian  building,  in  which  the  books 
were  deposited  is  not  fire-proof,  and  is  liable  to  destruction  by 
accident  or  the  torch  of  the  incendiary,  while  the  rooms  of  the 
Capitol  are  of  incombustible  materials.     This  wing  was  more* 

*  Smithsonian  Report  for  1865,  p.  18. 
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over  filled  to  overflowing;  and  a  more  extended  and  secure 
depository  could  not  be  obtained,  except  by  another  large  draught 
on  the  accumulated  funds  intended  to  form  part  of  the  permanent 
capital."* 

Second  Viait  to  Europe. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents, held  February  3rd,  1870,  "  General  Delafield  in  behalf  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  stated  that  they  deemed  it  highly 
important  for  the  interests  of  the  Institution  in  the  promotion 
of  science,  and  due  to  the  Secretary  for  his  long  and  devoted 
services,  that  he  should  visit  Europe  to  consult  with  the  savans 
and  societies  of  Qreat  Britain  and  the  continent ;  and  he  therefore 
hoped  that  a  leave  of  absence  would  be  granted  to  Professor 
Henry  for  several  months,  and  an  allowance  be  made  for  his 
expenses.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Maclean  it  was  unanimously  Re- 
solved, That  Professor  Henry,  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  be 
authorized  to  visit  Europe  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  that  he  be  granted  from  three  to  six 
months  leave  of  absence,  and  two  thousand  dollars  for  travelling 
expenses  for  this  purpose. "f 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  recount  the  particulars  of  this 
second  visit  of  Henry  to  Europe,  more  fully  than  in  the  brief 
account  given  by  him  in  his  annual  Report.  ''  Before  closing 
this  report,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  refer  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  your  honorable  Board  at  its  last  session,  granting 
me  leave  of  absence  to  visit  Europe  to  confer  with  savans  and 
societies  relative  to  the  Institution,  and  making  provision  for 
the  payment  of  my  expenses.  The  presentation  of  this  propo- 
sition was  entirely  without  my  knowledge,  but  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  its  unanimous  adoption  was  highly  gratifying  to  my 
feelings ;  and  that  I  availed  myself  of  the  privilege  it  offered 
with  a  grateful  appreciation  of  the  kindness  intended.  I  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  1st  of  June,  returning  after  an  absence 
of  four  and  a  half  months,  much  improved  in  health,  and  with 
impressions  as  to  science  and  education  in  the  Old  World,  which 
may  be  of  value  in  directing  the  aflfairs  of  the  Institution.  Al- 
thoagh  limited  as  to  time,  and  my  plans  interfered  with  somewhat 
by  the  war,  I  visited  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Belgium,  parts 
of  Germany  and  France.  But  deferring  for  the  present  an  ac- 
count of  my  travels,  and  the  observations  connected  with  them, 
I  will  merely  state  that  as  your  representative,  I  was  everywhere 
kindly  received,  and  was  highly  gratified  with  the  commenda- 
tions bestowed  on  the  character  and  operations  of  the  Institution 
Intrasted  to  your  care.  "J 

*  Smithtonian  Report  for  1866,  p.  14. 

t  Smithsonian  Report  for  1869,  p.  89. 

t  Smithsonian  Report  for  1870,  p.  45. 
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Service  on  the  Light-house  Board, — While  the  whole  high 
beat  of  Henry's  mind  was  rather  toward  abstract  than  utilitarian 
research,  there  was  no  well  devised  system  of  practical  benefit 
for  man,  that  did  not  command  his  earnest  sympathy  or  enlist 
his  active  co-operation  : — no  labor  in  such  co-operation  from 
which  he  shrank,  if  he  felt  that  without  the  sacrifice  of  other 
duties,  he  could  make  such  labor  useful.  On  the  establishment 
of  the  Light-house  Board,  in  1852,  Henry  was  appointed  as  one 
of  its  members ;  and  although  his  valuable  time  was  already 
fully  occupied,  he  consented  to  serve  on  the  Board,  in  the  hope 
of  aiding  to  benefit  the  interests  of  navigation.  To  the  require- 
ments of  his  new  position,  he  brought  his  accustomed  energy, 
skill,  and  eminently  practical  judgment;  and  soon  made  his 
influence  felt  throughout  the  Light-house  service. 

When  the  steadily  advancing  cost  of  whale  oil  made  it  neces- 
sary to  seek  for  some  more  economical  illuminant,  he  attacked 
the  problem  with  his  habit  of  scientific  method.  Colza  oil  or 
rape-seed  oil  had  been  used  in  France  with  some  success ;  and 
efforts  were  made  to  introduce  its  culture  and  production  in  thia 
country.  Lard-oil  had  been  tested  by  Professor  J.  H.  Alexander 
of  Baltimore,  and  pronounced  by  him  of  very  inferior  value  as  an 
illuminant.  For  accuracy  of  determination,  Henry  caused  to  he 
prepared  at  the  Light-house  Depot  on  Staten  Island,  a  long 
dark  fire-proof  chamber,  and  had  it  painted  black  on  all  its 
interior  surfaces  for  the  purpose  of  photometric  observations. 
In  ordinary  lamps,  the  colza  oil  was  found  to  be  nearly  equal  to 
whale  oil  in  illuminating  power,  and  lard-oil  inferior  to  it.  Pe- 
troleum or  mineral  oil  was  also  tried  ;  but  its  quality  was  at 
that  time  too  variable,  and  its  use  was  found  to  be  too  dangerous. 
Experiment  showed  that  lard-oil  had  a  greater  specific  gravity 
than  sperm  oil,  a  less  capillarity  or  ascensional  attraction  in  a 
wick,  and  a  less  perfect  fluidity.  The  conditions  were  varied; 
and  it  was  found  that  with  elevation  of  temperature,  the  fluidity, 
and  the  capillarity,  of  the  lard-oil  increased  more  rapidly  than 
those  of  the  sperm  oil,  until  at  about  260°  F.  the  former  sur- 
passed the  latter  in  these  qualities.  With  these  results,  it  became 
important  to  compare  the  oils  in  large  lamps,  such  as  were  actually 
required  for  the  lanterns  of  light-houses.  The  heat  evolved  by 
the  large  sized  Argand  burners,  would  seem  peculiarly  to  favor 
the  lard-oil :  a  few  trials,  with  a  proper  adaptation  of  the  lamps, 
established  its  supremacy;  and  conclusively  demonstrated— con- 
trary to  all  the  laboratory  trials  of  former  experimenters,  that  for 
the  purpose  desired,  this  contemned  article  was  for  equal  quan- 
tities a  more  brilliant  illuminant  than  mineral  kerosene-oil,  or 
vegetable  colza-oil,  or  animal  sperm-oil,  while  its  market  price 
was  only  about  one-fourth  that  of  the  latter.  Against  all  the 
opposition  of  interested  dealers,  and  prejudiced  keepers,  the  lard- 
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«il  was  at  once  introduced  into  actual  use  in  the  years  1865  and 
1866,  in  all  the  light-houses  of  the  United  States;  with  an 
economj  of  at  least  one  dollar  on  every  gallon  of  the  hundred 
thousand  in  annual  use ;  that  is  of  100,000  dollars  per  annum. 

During  the  progress  of  these  useful  labors,  no  less  important 
in?estigations  were  commenced,  on  the  most  efiBcient  forms  of 
apparatus  for  acoustic  signalling,  as  the  substitutes  for  light 
signals  during  the  prevalence  of  sea-board  fogs.  ''Among  the 
impediments  to  navigation,  none  are  perhaps  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  those  which  arise  from  fogs.  .  .  .  The  only  means  at 
present  known  for  obviating  the  difficulty,  is  that  of  employing 
powerful  sounding  instruments  which  may  be  heard  at  a  suffi- 
cient distance  through  the  fog,  to  give  timely  warning  of  impend- 
ing danger."* 

Gun  signals  were  early  abandoned,  as  inefficient,  dangerous, 
and  expensive  :  inefficient,  because  of  botii  "  the  length  of  the 
intervals  between  the  successive  explosions,  and  the  brief  dura- 
tion of  the  sound,  which  renders  it  difficult  to  determine  with 
accuracy  its  direction."  Innumerable  projects  eagerly  pressed 
upon  the  Board  by  visionary  inventors  (some  of  them  being 
rattles,  gongs,  or  organ  pipes  operated  by  manual  cranks,  many 
of  them  being  varieties  of  automatic  horn  or  whistle  operated 
by  the  winds  or  the  waves)  were  impartially  tested,  and  uni- 
formly rejected  as  wholly  insufficient:  very  few  of  their  projec- 
tors having  the  slightest  practical  idea  of  the  requirements  of 
the  service.  Experiments  on  steam-whistles  of  large  size  and 
on  horns  with  vibrating  steel  tongues  or  reeds,  sounded  by  steam- 
power,  or  by  hot-air  engines,  varied  and  continued  for  several 
Tears  under  wide  changes  of  conditions,  finally  determined  their 
most  efficient  size  and  character.f 

In  1867,  comparative  trials  were  made  at  Sandy  Hook  (on 
the  Jersey  shore,  at  the  entrance  to  Raritan  Bay,  and  to  New 
Yorli  Bay,)  with  three  powerful  instruments;  a  large  steam 
whistle  whose  cup  was  8  inches  in  diameter,  and  made  adjust- 
able in  pitch ;  a  large  reed  trumpet  17  feet  long  and  38  inches 
in  diameter  at  its  flaring  mouth,  whose  steel  tongue  was  10  inches 
Jong,  2  J  inches  wide,  and  half  an  inch  thick  at  its  smaller  vibrat- 
ing end,  and  was  blown  by  a  hot  air  engine ;  and  lastly  a  large 

*  Beport  o/L.  H.  Board  tor  1874,  p.  83. 

t  An  esterprising  inventor  had  seoured  a  patent  for  a  metalHo  com- 
ponnd  or  alloy  for  eteam-whietles,  espeoiallj  adapted  to  increase  greatly 
^h«ir  power  as  fog-signals.  In  vain  was  he  assured  that  his  **  improve- 
^B«iit**  was  a  fallacy ;  that  the  cylindrical  cup  of  the  whistle  was  not  a 
h«U,  bnt  only  a  resonant  chamber ;  and  that  its  material  was  compara- 
tttely  unimportant.  He  was  only  with  difficnlty  conyiuced,  when  Henry 
W  his  whistle  formally  tested,  with  a  stout  cord  wound  tightly  around 
jl*  cjlindrioal  surface :  when  its  tone  under  steam  escape  was  proved  to 
h«  u  fnU,  as  lond,  and  as  penetrating,  as  with  the  cord  removed. 
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siren  horn  operated  by  steam  at  different  pressures,  the  aerial 
vibration  being  produced  by  the  intermittence  of  a  revolnn^ 
grating  or  disk  valve  in  the  small  end  of  the  horn,  driven  at  high 
velocities  by  the  steam  engine,  and  its  pitch  regulated  by  the 
adjustable  speed  of  the  revolving  disk.  The  trumpet  or  fog-honi 
was  provided  with  a  series  of  replaceable  sleel  tongues  of  diffe- 
rent sizes,  and  the  siren  was  driven  at  five  different  pitches  of 
from  250  to  700  impulses  per  second,  and  at  steam  pressures 
varying  from  100  pounds  to  20  pounds  per  square  inch.  For 
the  purpose  of  accurate  estimation,  within  short  distances,  a 
phonometer  or  "artificial  ear"  was  employed,  having  at  its 
smaller  upturned  end  a  horizontal  drum  of  stretched  membrane, 
sprinkled  with  sand,  after  the  plan  devised  by  Sondhauss.  Trum- 
pets of  the  same  size,  were  made  of  different  materials,  as  of 
brass,  iron,  and  wood ;  but  these  differences  were  found  to  exer- 
cise little  or  no  influence  on  the  intensity  or  penetration  of  the 
sound.  Trumpets  were  also  made  of  different  shapes,  straight 
and  curved,  and  square  as  well  as  round,  with  equal  lengths  and 
equal  areas  of  cross  section ;  from  whose  trials  it  appeared  that 
the  conical  form  gave  nearly  double  the  distance  of  action  on  the 
sand  of  the  "artificial  ear,"  that  was  given  by  the  pyramidal 
form.  Such  investigations — varied  and  long-continued,  serve  to 
show  the  conscientious  earnestness  with  which  Henry  sought  to 
give  the  highest  eflSciency  to  the  expedients  available  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property  along  our  extended  sea-coast 

The  steam-whistle  was  found  to  be  less  powerful  than  the 
trumpet,  with  the  same  expenditures  of  fuel.  Steam  whistles 
were  afterwards  tried  of  10  inches,  12  inches,  and  18  inches  in 
diameter.  The  largest  size  was  not  found  to  give  results  pro- 
portioned to  its  increased  consumption ;  and  the  10  or  12  inch 
size  was  regarded  as  practically  the  most  eflScient.  The  siren 
was  found  to  be  the  most  powerful  and  penetrating  of  the  instru- 
ments tested,  as  it  admitted  more  advantageously  the  application 
of  a  higher  steam  expenditure.  The  best  result  with  this  instru- 
ment was  attained  with  a  pressure  of  from  60  to  80  pounds,  and 
at  a  pitch  between  350  and  400  vibrations  per  second.  Under 
favorable  conditions,  this  instrument  frequently  made  itself  heard 
at  a  distance  of  fifteen  and  twenty  miles.  Henry's  large  expe- 
rience with  the  occasional  aerial  impediments  to  sound  propa^- 
tion,*  and  his  strong  sense  of  the  vital  importance  of  having 
fog-signals  recognized  at  a  distance,  under  the  most  adverse  con- 
ditions, led  him  to  favor  the  introduction  of  the  most  powerful 
sounders  attainable,  without  absolutely  limiting  the  decision  to 
their  relative  economy.  Hence  he  was  the  first  to  devise  improve- 
ments in  the  siren,  and  to  press  its  adoption  at  important  or 

*  An  abstraet  of  his  elaborate  and  invaluable  researches  on  some  ab- 
normal phenomena  of  Sound — the  crowning  labor  of  his  life,  most  be  re- 
served for  a  concluding  aeotion. 
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dangeroDS  statioDS,  notwithstanding  its  higher  consumption  of 
steam  or  heat  power.* 

Partly  under  the  stimulus  given  to  the  sale  of  lard-oil  by  the 
striking  proofs  of  its  excellence  as  an  illuminant  under  favor- 
able conditions,  furnished  by  Henry,  this  article  slowly  advanced 
in  price ;  though  probably  not  to  an  extent  of  more  than  a  fourth 
part  additional  cost.  Henry's  energies  again  were  called  into 
requisition  to  devise  a  remedy.  Neither  gas,  nor  electricity,  the 
favorite  means  of  numerous  projectors  and  advisers,  appeared 
justified,  on  the  score  of  economy.f  A  new  series  of  elaborate 
experiments  was  undertaken  to  determine  whether  mineral  oil 
(so  abundant  as  to  be  easily  procurable  at  one-third  the  cost  of 
lard  oil)  could  not  be  made  available.  The  great  improvements 
introduced  into  its  preparation  in  later  years  by  high  distillation^ 
seemed  to  justify  the  attempt.  Not  only  was  a  laborious  inquiry 
into  the  b^st  conditions  of  combustion,  by  precise  photometric 
measurement  required,  but  for  the  security  of  the  service,  equally 
laborious  examinations  into  the  best  practicable  methods  of  test- 
ing, of  handling,  and  of  storing  this  material.;|:     To  secure  a 

*  Major  0.  H.  Blliott,  oommisBioned  bj  the  D.  8.  Light-honBe  Board  to 
make  a  tonr  of  iDspection  of  European  Light-house  establishments  in 
1873,  in  his  Report  pnblislied  by  the  Senate  in  1874,  sajs  of  the  British 
and  French  systems,  "  I  saw  many  details  of  construction  and  administra- 
tion which  we  can  adopt  to  advantage,  while  there  are  many  in  which 
we  excel.  Onr  shore  fog-signals  particularly,  are  vastly  soperior  both  in 
number  aud  power.*'  {Report  on  European  Light-houses,  p.  12.)  "To 
the  careful  and  laborious  investigations  and  experiments  of  the  distin- 
guished Chairman  of  the  Light-house  Board,  prolonged  through  a  seriea 
of  years,  and  prosecuted  under  a  great  variety  of  conditions,  is  largely 
to  be  attributed  the  acknowledged  superiority  of  our  fog-signal  service.*' 
{Journal  of  Franklin  Institute,  Jan.  1876,  vol.  Ixxi.  p.  43.) 

t  Report  of  L,  H.  Board  for  1874,  p.  11.  No  agency  (for  whatever 
purpose)  has  proved  so  enticing  to  the  half-informed  as  electricity.  For 
years  past  scarcely  a  month  has  elapsed  without  some  new  form  of  patent 
electrio-Iight,  or  some  marvellous  application  of  electric-lights,  being 
pertinaciously  nrged  by  sanguine  "reformers**  upon  the  Light-house 
Board  for  adoption ;  some  of  these  Ideal  schemes  being  the  mounting  of 
electric-lights  on  buoys,  or  on  the  masts  of  light-ships,  or  their  suspen- 
sion from  moored  balloons.  Many  eminently  original  minds  have  earn- 
estly desired  to  obtain  contracts  for  3upplying  all  the  Light-houses  with 
oxy-hydrogen  lime  lights.  In  a  fog,  the  most  powerful  electric-light  is  as 
useless  as  the  cheapest  kerosene  lamp. 

X  "It  has  been  established  that  the  ordinary  fire-test  is  insuffidient  as 
usuany  applied,  aud  that  an  explosive  mixture  may  be  formed  by  con- 
fining the  vapors  given  off  at  a  temperature  in  some  cases  twenty  degrees 
lower  than  that  certified  to  by  the  public  inspector.  That  this  inquiry  is 
of  great  practical  importance  to  the  Light-house  system,  must  be  evident 
when  we  reflect  that  means  must  be  devised  for  testing  the  oil  offered  for 
acceptance  in  accordance  with  contracts ;  for  storing  it ;  for  transporting 
it  to  light-honse  stations ;  for  preserving  it  in  butts  at  the  stations ;  and 
for  the  instruction  of  the  keepers  in  its  daily  use.*'  {Report  L.  E.  B. 
1877,  p.  6.) 
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proper  oxygenation  in  burning,  a  modification  of  the  lamp  was 
required.  ''  It  was  soon  apparent  that  the  use  of  mineral  oil 
would  necessitate  a  change  of  lamps,  and  attention  is  now 
directed  to  the  perfection  of  one  which  will  produce  the  hest 
results  from  this  illuminant.  It  is  thought  that  the  lamps  now 
used  with  lard-oil  can  be  converted  at  no  great  expense  and 
successfully  used  with  mineral  oil.  Our  experiments  have  shown 
that  this  oil  can  be  more  readily  used  in  the  smaller  lamps ;  and 
it  is  proposed  as  soon  as  suitable  ones  can  be  prepared,  to  put  it 
into  use  at  such  stations  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  order,  as  may  be 
thought  expedient ;  when  if  it  be  found  satisfactory,  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  substitute  it  for  lard-oil  in  lamps  of  the  higher 
orders."*  "  This  change  is  proposed  entirely  with  reference  to 
economy ;  for  it  has  been  found  by  repeated  experiment,  that 
while  a  somewhat  superior  light  may  be  obtained  from  a  small 
lamp  charged  with  kerosene,  a  larger  lamp  charged  with  lard-oil 
affords  the  greater  illuminating  power.  So  great  is  this  differ- 
ence in  lamps  of  the  first  order  with  five  wicks,  that  the  rates  of 
light  from  kerosene  and  lard,  are  as  three  to  four  respectively. 
Since  the  safety  of  the  keeper  and  the  continuity  of  the  light  are 
essential  elements  in  the  choice  of  an  illuminant,  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  the  substance  is  essentiallj 
necessary.  With  a  view  therefore  to  the  introduction  of  kerosene, 
a  series  of  experiments  have  been  made  during  the  last  two 
years  on  the  different  varieties  of  this  material  found  in  the 
market."t 

In  1871,  on  the  resignation  of  Admiral  Shubrick,  Henry  was 
chosen  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Light-house  Board;  and  his 
energetic  labors  in  behalf  of  the  service,  fully  vindicated  the 
wisdom  of  the  choice.  Punctual  in  his  attendance  on  the  weekly 
meetings  of  the  Board,  he  inspired  others  with  a  portion  of  his  own 
zealous  devotion.  Nor  did  he  fail  to  urge  upon  the  Government 
the  constant  need  and  responsibility  of  maintaining  an  efficient 
establishment.  He  emphatically  declared  that  "the  character 
of  the  aids  which  any  nation  furnishes  the  mariner  in  approaching 
and  leaving  its  shores,  marks  in  a  conspicuous  degree  its  advance- 
ment in  civilization.  Whatever  tends  to  facilitate  navigation  or 
to  lessen  its  dangers,  serves  to  increase  commerce ;  and  hence  is 
of  importance  not  only  to  the  dwellers  on  the  seaboard,  bat  to 
the  inhabitants  of  every  part  of  the  country.  .  .  .  Therefore 
it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  signals,  whether  of  light  or 
sound,  which  indicate  the  direction  of  the  course,  and  the  beacons 
which  mark  the  channel,  shall  be  of  the  most  improved  character, 
and  that  they  be  under  the  charge  of  intelligent,  efficient,  and 

♦  Report  L.  H.  Board,  1875,  p.  6. 

t  Report  L.  U.  Board,  1877,  p.  4. 
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trostworthy  attendants. '"*'  And  rising  to  a  higher  argument,  he 
pointed  out  that  **  it  is  not  alone  in  its  economical  aspect  that  a 
ligbt-house  system  is  to  be  regarded  :  it  is  a  life  preserving  es- 
tablishment fonnded  on  the  principles  of  Christian  benevolence, 
of  which  none  can  so  well  appreciate  the  importance  as  he  who 
after  having  been  exposed  to  the  perils  of  the  ocean — it  may  be 
for  months — finds  himself  approaching  in  the  darkness  of  night 
a  lee  shore.  But  it  is  not  enough  to  erect  towers,  and  establish 
other  signals :  they  must  be  maintained  in  an  efficient  state  with 
oninterrapted  constancy,  "t 

A  formal  report  made  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
by  the  Naval  Secretary  of  the  Light-house  Board,  dated  May 
2l8t,  1878,  (very  shortly  after  Henry's  death,)  simply  detailing 
for  information,  the  character  of  his  gratuitous  services  to  the 
Light-house  establishment  during  a  quarter  of  a  century,  (and 
not  intended  for  the  public,)  takes  the  inevitable  form  of  eulogy. 
A  portion  of  it  is  here  quoted. 

''As  chairman  of  this  committee,  Professor  Henry  acted  as  the 
scientific  adviser  of  the  Board.    But  in  addition  it  was  his  duty 
to  conduct  the  experiments  made  by  the  Board,  not  only  in  the 
matter  of  original  investigation  and  testing  of  the  material  used, 
I       bnt  in  examining  and  reporting  on  the  models,  plans,  and  theories 
j       presented  by  others  to  the  Board.     The  value  of  the  services  he 
I       rendered  in  this  position  is  simply  inestimable.     He  prepared 
I       the  formula  for  testing  our  oils ;  he  conducted  the  series  of  ex- 
^       periments  resulting  in  the  substitution  of  lard-oil  for  sperm  oil, 
>       which  effected  an  immense  saving  in  cost ;  and  he  also  conducted 
I.       the  experiments  which  have  resulted  in  making  it  possible  to 
substitute  mineral  oil  for  lard-oil,  when  another  economy  will  be 
made.     His  original  investigation  into  the  laws  of  sound  have 
resulted  in  giving  us  a  fog-signal  service  conceded  to  be  the  best 
I        in  the  world.     His  examinations  into  the  action  of  electricity, 
has  enabled  the  Board  to  almost  completely  protect  its  stations 
j        from  the   eflTect  of  lightning.     The  result  of  his  patient,  con- 
tinuous, practical  experimentation  is  visible  everywhere  in  the 

*  Report  of  L,  H,  Board,  1873,  pp.  3,  4.  The  coast  line  of  th«  United 
States  is  far  more  extended  tlian  that  of  any  other  nation  on  the  globe. 
*'  The  magnitude  of  the  Liglit-hoase  system  of  the  United  States  may  be 
inferred  from  the  following  faots:  from  the  St.  Croix  River  on  the  bound- 
arj  of  Maine,  to  the  month  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  Onlf  of  Mexico,  in- 
olades  a  distance  of  over  5,000  miles ;  on  the  Pacific  coast,  a  length  of 
about  1,500  miles  ;  on  the  great  northern  Lakes,  aboat  3,000  miles ;  and  on 
inland  rivers  about  700  miles ;  making  a  total  of  more  than  10.000  miles. 
Nearly  every  square  foot  of  the  margin  of  the  sea  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  5,000  miles  along  the  Atlantic  and  Oulf  coast  is  more  or  less 
iUaminated  by  Light-house  rays  ;  the  mariner  rarely  losing  sight  of  oii9 
light  until  he  has  gained  another.**     (p.  4,  of  same  Report.) 

t  Report  L.  H.  B.  1874,  p.  5. 
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service.  No  sabject  was  too  vast  for  him  to  undertake ;  none 
too  small  for  him  to  overlook.  And  while  he  has  broaght  into 
the  establishment  so  many  practical  applications  of  science,  he 
has  done  almost  as  much  service  by  l^eeping  oat  what  presented 
by  others  seemed  plausible,  but  which  on  examination  proved 
impracticable. 

**  Every  theory,  plan,  or  machine,  which  was  pressed  on  the 
Board,  as  for  the  interests  of  commerce  and  navigation,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  od  experiments,  when  it  was  examined 
by  its  Chairman,  and  was  formally  reported  npon.  If  it  had  no 
practical  value,  the  report  on  record  simply  stated  the  inexpe- 
diency of  its  adoption  ;  but  the  Professor  often  verbally  pointed 
out  to  the  presenter  its  fallacy ;  and  sent  him  away — ^if  not 
satisfied — at  least  feeling  that  he  had  been  well  treated.  He 
thus  prevented  not  only  the  adoption  of  impracticable  plans,  but 
avoided  the  enmity  of  their  inventors. 

"  Professor  Henry  made  many  valuable  reports,  containing  the 
results  of  his  elaborate  experiments  into  matters  which  were  for* 
mally  referred  to  him,  which  are  spread  on  the  records  of  the 
Board ;  and  the  reports  were  drawn  in  such  form  that  his .  sug- 
gestions were  capable  of  and  received  practical  application.  But 
in  addition  to  this,  he  was  constantly  extending  his  scientific  re- 
searches for  the  benefit  of  the  service  in  all  directions.  His 
summer  vacations  were  as  a  rule  passed  in  experimentation  at 
the  laboratory  of  the  Establishment  at  Staten  Island,  on  its 
steamers,  or  at  its  light-stations,  pushing  his  inquiries  to  their 
last  results.  To  experimentation  in  the  interests  of  this  service. 
Professor  Henry  seemed  to  give  his  whole  heart.  It  appeared 
as  if  he  never  lost  sight  of  the  needs  of  the  Establishment,  and 
as  if  he  never  neglected  an  opportunity  to  advance  its  interests. 
In  addition  to  his  other  duties,  Professor  Henry  presided  as 
Chairman  of  the  Light-house  Board  for  the  last  seven  years  at 
its  weekly  meetings,  when  he  did  much  to  infuse  into  the  different 
members  of  the  Board,  his  own  spirit  of  labor  for,  and  devotion 
to  its  interests."* 

Services  to  the  National  Oovernment. — The  value  of  Henry's 
services  to  the  various  Executive  Departments  of  our  Govern- 
ment, faithfully  and  unostentatiously  performed  through  a  long 
series  of  years  and  a  succession  of  Presidential  Administrations, 
cannot  be  estimated,  as  its  history  can  never  be  written.  What- 
ever material  for  it  existed  in  the  form  of  abstracts  of  inquiries, 
trials,  and  reports,  prior  to  1865,  unfortunately  perished  in  the 

*  Executive  DocumenU^  No.  94,  Forty-fifth  Congress,  2d  Session,  Senate, 
pp.  2,  3.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  on  the  presentation  of  his  report 
and  reoommendation  to  Congress,  bj  the  high-minded  Secretary  of  tbe- 
Treasnry,  a  moderate  appropriation  in  slight  recognition  of  Henry's  "  ines- 
timable'* services  was  at  once  passed  for  the  benefit  of  his  bereaved  family. 
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lire  of  that  year.  Whenever  in  any  important  case  a  scientific 
adviser  coald  be  useful  to  the  proper  conduct  of  a  Bureau, 
Henry's  reputation  generally  pointed  him  out  as  the  most  suit- 
able expert  and  arbiter.  On  the  outbrealr  of  the  great  civil  war, 
the  number  of  such  references  was  naturally  very  considerably 
increased.  The  Departments  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the 
Treasury,  were  besieged  by  projectors  with  every  imaginable  and 
impossible  scheme  for  saving  the  country,  and  demolishing  the 
«nemy.  Torpedo  balloons,  electric-light  balloons,  wonderful  com- 
pounds destined  to  supersede  gunpowder,  and  revolutionize  tbe 
art  of  war;  cheap  methods  for  the  manufacture  of  Qovernment 
bonds  and  paper-money,  multitudinous  expedients  for  tbe  pre- 
vention of  counterfeiting,  by  devices  in  the  engraving,  by  secret 
markings,  by  anti-photographic  inks,  by  peculiar  textures  of 
paper, — applicable  to  coupons,  to  circulating  notes,  to  revenue 
stamps, — each  warranted  to  be  infallible, — such  were  among  the 
agencies  by  which  patriotic  patentees  and  adroit  adventurers 
were  willing  to  serve  their  country  and  to  reap  their  reward  by 
the  moderate  royalty  or  percentage  due  to  the  magnificence  of 
the  public  benefit.  Such  were  among  the  unenviable  tasks  of 
examination  and  a<^*udication  accepted  by  Henry,  only  from  an 
intrepid  sense  of  duty. 

**  The  course  which  has  been  pursued  of  rendering  the  Gov- 
ernment in  its  late  trials,  every  aid  which  could  be  supplied  by 
scientific  research,  has  been  warmly  approved.  As  most  persons 
are  probably  entirely  ignorant  of  the  services  really  rendered  to 
the  Gk)vernment  by  the  Institution,  I  may  here  state  the  fact  that 
a  large  share  of  my  time,  (all  indeed  which  could  be  spared  from 
official  duties,)  has  been  devoted  for  the  last  four  years  to  inves- 
tigations required  by  the  public  exigencies.  Within  this  period, 
several  hundred  reports,  requiring  many  experiments,  and  per- 
taining either  to  proposals  purporting  to  be  of  high  national  im- 
portance, or  relating  to  the  quality  of  the  multifarious  articles 
offered  in  fulfillment  of  legal  contracts,  have  been  rendered.  The 
opinions  advanced  in  many  of  these  reports,  not  only  cost  much 
▼aluable  time,  but  also  involved  grave  responsibilities.  While 
on  the  one  hand  the  rejection  of  a  proposition  would  be  in* con- 
travention to  the  high  importance  claimed  for  it  by  its  author,  on 
tbe  other  the  approval  of  it  would  perhaps  incur  the  risk  of  the 
fruitless  expenditures  of  a  large  amount  of  public  money.  It  is 
not  necessary,  I  trust,  to  say  that  the  labor  thus  rendered  was 
entirely  gratuitous,  or  that  in  the  judgment  pronounced  in  any 
case,  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  interested  solicitations  or  per- 
sonal influence  of  the  parties  concerned  :  on  the  contrary  it  has 
in  some  instances  resulted  from  the  examination  of  materials  sold 
to  the  Qovernment,  that  attempted  fraud  has  been  exposed,  and 
the  baffled  speculator  received  his  due  reward  in  condemnation 
»d  punishment.     These  facts  it  is  thought  will  be  deemed  a 
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safficient  answer  to  those  who  haire  seemed  disposed  to  reproach 
the  Institution  with  the  want  of  a  more  popular  demonstration 
— but  of  a  really  far  less  useful  or  efiScient  aid  in  the  support  of 
the  Government."* 

In  the  performance  of  these  troublesome  and  often  disagree- 
able labors,  conducted  with  the  single  aim  necessitated  by  all  his 
scientific  habits  and  instincts,  it  of  course  resulted  that  a  great 
majority  of  his  judgments  and  recommendations  were  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  hopes  and  wishes  of  the  aspirants  to  fame  and 
fortune.  Having  once  satisfied  himself  of  the  frivolity  or  the 
chicanery  of  an  article  or  project,  his  decision  was  inflexible ; 
and  although  importunate  appeals  to  the  Department  Secretary, 
abetted  by  a  prostituted  political  or  other  influence,  in  one  or 
two  instances  succeeded  in  fastening  for  a  time  upon  the  public 
Treasury  a  worthless  or  a  noxious  leech,  the  vast  number  of 
such,  excluded  from  experimental  imbibitions  by  Henry's  critical 
supervision,  must  have  been  a  protection  to  the  public  interests 
quite  beyond  the  reach  of  estimation  :  while  the  supplies  of  honest 
contractors  awarded  their  just  commendation,  and  the  rare  pro- 
posals of  real  merit  favorably  reported  upon,  which  from  a  hasty 
survey  might  have  been  confounded  and  overlaid  with  the  mass 
of  untried  puerilities,  no  less  served  to  strengthen  and  assist  the 
Government  during  its  years  of  greatest  trial,  need,  and  exhaus- 
tion. 

From  the  outset  of  the  unnatural  sectional  revolt,  fully  appre- 
ciating the  vastness  of  the  interests,  the  sacrifices,  and  the  dan- 
gers involved,  Henry  contemplated  the  crisis — ^notwith  despond- 
ency, but  with  a  profound  sorrow  and  solicitude.  While  his 
sympathies  and  his  hopes  were  all  for  the  preservation  of  the 
national  integrity  of  jurisdiction,  he  was  little  given  to  public 
exhibitions  of  his  feelings.  Undemonstrative — ^less  from  tem- 
perament than  from  the  deliberate  and  habitual  subjection  of 
emotional  expression  to  reason,  during  those  times  of  feverish 
excitement  apprehension  and  circumspection  necessarily  attend- 
ant on  the  prevalence  of  a  gigantic  rebellion  (unparalleled  in 
incentive,  in  temper,  and  in  magnitude)  many  of  whose  leaders 
had'  been  among  his  personal  friends,  he  was  not  unnaturally 
looked  upon  by  many  as  lukewarm  in  his  patriotism,  if  not  dis- 
loyal in  his  citizenship.  To  the  occasional  innuendoes  of  the 
press,  he  deigned  no  answers :  he  was  the  last  man  to  accord 
compliance  with  the  urgency  of  a  popular  clamor.  And  yet 
during  the  entire  period  of  the  Southern  Insurrection,  he  was 
the  personal  and  trusted  friend  of  President  Lincoln. f 

♦  Smithaonian  Report  for  1864,  p.  16. 

f  Early  in  the  war  (in  the  autamn  of  1861,)  a  caller  at  the  PresldenUal 
Mansion  very  anxious  to  see  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  was  in- 
formed that  he  could  not  then  he  seen,  being  engaged  in  an  important  pri- 
vate consultation.    Tlie  caller  not  to  be  repulsed,  wrote  on  a  piece  of  p^per 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  SCIENCB  AT  WASHINGTON. 

In  addition  to  what  may  be  called  the  pablic  labors  of  Henry 
80  diligently  performed  in  varions  fields  after  his  advent  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institation,  it  is  well  briefly  to  contemplate  the 
special  scientific  work  he  was  able  to  accomplish  in  the  intervals 
of  his  exactiug  occupations ;  that  some  estimate  may  be  formed 
of  the  independent  value  of  his  later  contributions,  as  well  as  of 
his  wonderful  industry.  While  still  engaged  in  his  difficult  task 
of  organizing  and  shaping  the  policy  of  the  Institution,  in  1850, 
on  taking  occasion  to  present  before  the  American  Association 
at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  a  resume  of  the  electrical  phenomena 
exhibited  by  the  Leyden  jar,  and  their  true  interpretation,  he 
remarked  that  *'  for  the  last  three  and  a  half  years,  all  his  time 
and  all  his  thoughts  had  been  given  to  the  details  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  He  had  been  obliged  to 
withdraw  himself  entirely  from  scientific  research  ;  but  he  hoped 
that  now  the  Institution  had  got  under  way,  and  the  Regents 
bad  allowed  him  some  able  assistants,  that  he  would  be  enabled 
in  part  at  least  to  return  to  his  first  love — the  investigation  of 
the  phenomena  of  nature."* 

Thermal  Telescope. — Shortly  after  his  establishment  at  Wash-  » 
ington,  he  continued  a  series  of  former  experiments  with  the 
"  thermo-galvanic  multiplicator"  devised  by  Nobili  and  Mellon!  in 
1831 ;  and  by  some  slight  but  significant  modifications  of  the  appa- 
ratus, he  succeeded  in  imparting  to  it  a  most  surprising  delicacy 
of  action.    With  the  thermo-electric  pile  carefully  adjusted  at  the 

that  be  roust  see  Mr.  Lincoln  personally,  on  a  matter  of  vital  and  pressing 
hnportanoe  to  the  public  welfare.  This  of  course  secured  his  admission 
to  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  who  was  sitting  with  a  middle-aged  gentle- 
man. Observing  the  hesitancy  of  his  visitor,  the  President  told  him  he 
might  speak  freely,  as  only  a  friend  was  present.  Whereupon  the  visitor 
umouncf^  that  for  several  evenings  past  he  had  observed  a  light  exhib 
ited  on  the  highest  of  the  Smithsonian  towers,  for  a  few  minutes  about 
nine  o'clock,  with  mysterious  movements,  which  he  felt  satisfied  were 
designed  as  signals  to  the  rebels  encamped  on  Munson's  Hill  in  Virginia. 
Having  gravely  listened  to  this  information  with  raised  eyebrows,  but 
a  subduM  twinkle  of  the  eye,  the  President  turned  to  his  companion, 
•tying  **  What  do  you  think  of  that  ?  Professor  Henry."  Rising  with  a 
smile,  the  person  addressed  replied,  that  from  the  time  mentioned,  he 
presumed  the  mysterious  light  shone  from  the  lantern  of  a  watchman 
who  was  required  at  nine  o'clock  each  evening  to  observe  and  record  the 
indications  of  the  meteorological  instruments  placed  on  the  tower. 

The  painful  confusion  of  the  ofBcious  informant,  at  once  appealed  to 
Henry's  sensibility  ;  and  quite  unmindful  of  the  President,  he  approached 
ths  visitor,  offering  his  hand,  and  with  a  courteous  regard  counselled  him 
never  to  be  abashed  at  the  issue  of  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty, 
and  never  to  let  the  fear  of  ridicule  interfere  with  its  faithful  ezeontion. 
*  Proceed.  Am.  A$8oc.  4th  Meeting,  New  Haven,  Aug.  1860,  p.  378. 

99 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  ; 


326  BULLETIN  OF  THS 

focus  of  a  suitable  reflector,  his  "  thermal  telescope"  when  directed 
to  the  celestial  vault,  indicated  that  the  heat  radiated  inward  by 
our  atmosphere  wben  clear,  is  least  at  the  zenitb,  and  increases 
downward  to  the  horizon ;  as  was  to  have  been  inferred  from  its 
increasiug  mass :  when  directed  to  clouds,  they  were  found  tu 
-differ  very  widely  accordingly  as  they  were  condensing  or  being 
dissipated ;  some  even  indicating  a  less  amount  of  radiation  than 
the  surrounding  atmosphere.  When  directed  to  a  horse  in  a  dis- 
tant field,  its  animal  beat  concentrated  on  the  pile,  was  distinctly 
made  manifest  on  the  galvanometer  needle.  Even  the  heat  from 
a  man's  face  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  could  be  detected ;  and 
that  from  the  side  of  a  honse  at  several  miles  distance.*  These 
and  many  similar  observations  demonstrated  to  sense  the  indac- 
tions  of  reason,  that  there  is  a  constant  and  universal  exchange 
by  radiation  in  straight  lines  from  every  object  in  nature,  follow- 
ing the  same  laws  as  the  palpable  emanation  from  incandescent 
bodies ;  and  that  even  when  the  amplitude  of  the  thermal  vibra-  i 
tions  (equivalent  to  the  square  root  of  their  dynamic  energy)  is  •. 
reduced  a  million  fold,  its  existence  may  still  be  distinctly  traced.     \  ^ 

Henry  showed  by  experiment,  that  ice  could  be  employed  both     | 
as  a  convex  lens  for  converging  heat  to  a  focus,  and  also  as  ft     '  ^ 
concave  mirror  for  the  same  purpose  :  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  incident  rays  being  transmitted,  a  large  portion  reflected,  and 
the  remainder  absorbed  by  the  ice. 

He  presented  to  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  a  discus- 
sion of  the  problem  of  the  suspension  of  the  ball  in  a  water  jet  or 
fountain.f 

In  1849,  for  the  purpose  of  estimating  the  effects  of  certain 
meteorological  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  he  made  some  ex- 
periments on  the  lateral  radiation  from  a  current  of  ascending 
heated  air  at  different  distances  above  the  flame ;  the  latter  being 
thoroughly  eclipsed. 

He  also  experimented  on  the  radiation  of  heat  from  a  hydro- 
gen flame,  which  was  shown  to  be  quite  small,  notwithstanding 
the  high  temperature  of  the  flame.  By  placing  an  infusible  and 
incombustible  solid  in  the  flame,  while  the  temperature  is  much 
reduced,  the  radiant  light  and  heat  are  greatly  increased  J  Re- 
sults closely  analogous  t^  those  he  obtained  in  the  differences 
between  the  audibility  of  vibrating  taning-forks  when  suspended 
by  a  soft  thread,  or  when  rigidly  attached  to  a  sounding-board. 
These  results  have  also  an  undoubted  significance  with  regard 
to  celestial  radiations ;  not  only  as  to  the  differences  between 
gaseous  nebulsB  and  stars  or  clusters,  but  as  to  the  differences 

♦  SilL  Am.  Jour,  Sci,  .Tan.  1848,  vol.  v.  pp.  113,  114. 
t  Proceed.  Am.  Phil.  Soc,  Oct.  16,  1848.  vol.  iv.  p.  286. 
t  Proceed.  Am.  PhU.  Soc.  Got.  19, 1849,  vol.  v.  p.  108. 
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between  stars  in  a  probably  different  state  of  condensation  or  of 
specific  gravity. 

A  few  years  later,  he  continued  his  investigation  of  this  sabject 
of  radiation,  more  especially  with  reference  to  Rumford's  "  Oh- 
fiervations  relative  to  the  means  of  increasing  the  quantities  of 
Heat  obtained  in  the  Combustion  of  Fuel :"  published  in  Great 
Britain  in  1802."^  He  found  that  Rumford's  recommendation  of 
the  introduction  of  balls  of  clay  or  of  fire  brick  (about  two  and  a 
half  inches  in  diameter)  into  a  coal  fire,  was  fully  justified  as  an 
economic  measure :  more  heat  being  thereby  radiated  from  the 
fire  into  the  room,  and  less  being  carried  up  the  flue.  He  also 
showed  however  that  for  culinary  purposes,  while  the  incandes- 
cent or  heated  clay  increases  the  radiation,  and  thereby  improves 
the  quality  of  the  fire  for  roasting,  it  correspondingly  expends 
the  temperature,  and  thereby  diminishes  its  power  for  boiling, 
"  That  a  solid  substance  increases  the  radiation  of  the  heat  of  a 
flame,  is  an  interesting  fact  in  connection  with  the  nature  of  heat 
itself.  It  would  seem  to  show  that  the  vibrations  of  gross  matter 
[  are  necessary  to  give  sufficient  intensity  of  impulse  to  produce 
the  phenomena  of  ordinary  radiant  heat.''t 

i  In  1851,  he  read  before  the  American  Association  at  Albany, 
a  paper  "  On  the  Theory  of  the  so-called  Imponderables :"  (mainly 
a  development  of  his  earlier  discussion  in  1846,  of  the  molecular 
constitution  of  matter,)  in  which  he  forcibly  criticised  a  frequent 
tendency  to  assume  or  multiply  unknown  and  unrealizable  modes 
of  action :  holding  that  with  regard  to  the  most  subtle  agencies 
of  nature,  we  have  no  warrant  by  the  strict  scientific  method,  for 
resorting  to  other  than  the  observed  and  established  laws  of  matter 
and  force,  until  it  has  been  exhaustively  demonstrated  that  these 
are  insufficient :  and  that  time  has  not  yet  come.  The  funda- 
mental laws  of  mechanical  philosophy  "are  five  in  number;  viz., 
the  two  laws  of  force — attraction,  and  repulsion,  varying  with 
some  function  of  the  distance ;  and  secondly,  the  three  laws  of 
motion — ^the  law  of  inertia,  of  the  co-existence  of  motions,  and  of 
action  and  re-action.  Of  these  laws  we  can  give  no  explanation : 
they  are  at  present  considered  as  ultimate  facts ;  to  which  all 
mechanical  phenomena  are  referred,  or  from  which  they  are  de- 
duced by  logical  inference.  The  existence  of  these  laws  as  has 
been  said,  is  deduced  from  the  phenomena  of  the  operations  of 
matter  in  masses ;  but  we  apply  them  by  analogy  to  the  minute 
and  invisible  portions  of  matter  which  constitute  the  atoms  or 
molecules  of  gases,  and  we  find  that  the  inferences  from  this  as- 
saraption  are  borne  out  by  the  results  of  experience."  He  re- 
garded the  modem  kinetic  or  dynamic  theory  of  gases,  by  its 

*  Journal  Royal  Institution,  1802,  vol.  i.  p.  28. 

t  Proceed,  Am.  Asaoc,  Providenoe,  Ang.  1855,  pp.  112-116.     **0n  the 
tt«et  of  mingling  Radiating  inbsUnoes  with  Combustible  materials." 
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predictions  and  verificatioDs,  as  furnishing  almost  a  complete 
establishment  of  the  atomic  and  molecular  theory  of  matter. 
Referring  to  the  ingenious  hypothesis  of  Boscovich,  he  thought 
that  though  well  adapted  to  embrace  the  two  static  laws  above 
mentioned,  it  did  not  appear  equally  well  adapted  to  satisfy  in 
any  intelligible  sense  the  three  kinetic  laws.  He  contended  that 
every  attempt  at  conforming  our  conception  of  the  ultimate  con- 
stitution of  matter  to  the  inductions  of  experience,  would  seem  to 
conduct  us  directly  to  the  atomic  hypotheeis  of  Newton.  A  careful 
study  of  the  dynamics  of  the  so-called  "  imponderables"  certainly 
tended  to  their  unification.  Admitting  the  difficulty  of  framing 
an  entirely  satisfactory  theory  of  the  resultant  transverse  action 
of  electricity,  he  suggested  that  a  tangential  force  was  not  accord- 
ant with  any  inductions  from  direct  experience ;  and  was  incap- 
able of  direct  mechanical  realization.  Extending  the  atomic 
conception  of  matter  to  the  aether! al  medium  of  space,  he  con- 
cluded by  urging  "  the  importance  in  the  adoption  yf  mechanical 
hypotheses,  of  conditioning  them  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
operations  of  matter  under  the  known  laws  of  force  and  motion, 
as  exhibited  in  time  and  space."* 

Among  the  various  public  Addresses  delivered  by  Henry  on 
special  occasions,  reference  may  be  here  made  to  his  excellent 
exposition  of  the  nature  of  power,  and  the  functions  of  machioerj 
as  its  vehicle,  concluding  with  a  sketch  of  the  progress  of  art, 
pronounced  at  the  close  of  the  Exhibition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Mechanics'  Institute,  in  Washington,  on  the  evening  of  March 
I9th,  1853.  After  representing  to  his  hearers  the  close  physical 
analogy  between  the  human  body  as  a  moving  machine,  and  the 
steam  locomotive  under  an  intelligent  engineer,  he  remarked: 
"  In  both,  the  direction  of  power  is  under  the  influence  of  an 
immaterial,  thinking,  willing  principle,  called  the  soul.  Bat  this 
must  not  be  confounded  as  it  frequently  is  with  the  motive  power. 
The  soul  of  a  roan  no  more  moves  his  body,  than  the  soul  of  the 
engineer  moves  the  locomotive  and  its  attendant  train  of  cars. 
In  both  cases  the  soul  is  the  directing,  controlling  principle;  not 
the  impelling  power. "t 

Views  of  Edticatim, — Another  address  deserving  of  special 
notice  (delivered  the  following  year,)  is  his  introductory  dis- 
course before  the  "Association  for  the  Advancement  of  £dact- 
tion,"  as  its  retiring  President.  In  this,  he  maintained  that 
inasmuch  as  ''  the  several  faculties  of  the  human  mind  are  not 
simultaneously  developed,  in  educating  an  individual  we  ought 
to  follow  the  order  of  nature,  and  to  adapt  the  instruction  to 
the  age  and  mental  stature  of  the  pupil.     Memory,  imitation, 

*  Proceed,  Am,  Assoc.  Albanj,  Aug.  1851,  pp.  84-91. 

t  Closing  Address  Metr.  Mech.  Inst.  WashingtOD,  1853,  p.  19 
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imagiDation,  and  the  faculty  of  forming  mental  habits,  exist  in 
early  life,  while  the  judgment  and  the  reasoning  powers  are  of 
slower  growth."  Hence  less  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
development  of  the  reasoning  faculties,  than  to  those  of  obser- 
vation :  the  juvenile  memory  should  be  stored  rather  with  facts, 
than  with  principles:  and  he  condemned  as  mischievous  "the 
proposition  frequently  advanced,  that  the  child  should  be  taught 
nothing  but  what  it  can  fully  comprehend,  and  the  endeavor  in 
accordance  with  this,  to  invert  the  order  of  nature,  and  attempt 
to  impart  those  things  which  cannot  be  taught  at  an  early  age, 
and  to  neglect  those  which  at  this  period  of  life/the  mind  is  well 
adapted  to  receive.  By  this  mode  we  may  indeed  produce 
remarkably  intelligent  children,  who  will  become  remarkably 
feeble  men.  The  order  of  nature  is  that  of  art  before  science ; 
the  entire  concrete  first,  and  the  entire  abstract  last.  These  two 
extremes  should  run  gradually  into  each  other,  the  course  of 
instruction  becoming  more  and  more  logical  as  the  pupil  advances 
in  years." — *  The  cultivation  of  the  imagination  should  also  be 
considered  an  essential  part  of  a  liberal  education :  and  this  may 
be  spread  over  the  whole  course  of  instruction,  for  like  the  rea- 
soning faculties  the  imagination  may  continue  to  be  improved 
antil  late  in  life." 

Applying  this  same  reasoning  to  the  moral  training  of  youth, 
lie  considered  that  (as  in  the  intellectual  culture)  the  object 
fihould.be  "not  only  to  teach  the  pupil  bow  to  ihinkf  but  how  to 
act  and  to  do;  placing  great  stress  upon  the  early  education  of 
the  habits.  .  .  .  We  are  frequently  required  to  act  from  the 
impulse  of  the  moment,  and  have  no  time  to  deduce  our  course 
from  the  moral  principles  of  the  act.  An  individual  can  be 
educated  to  a  strict  regard  for  truth,  to  deeds  of  courage  in  res- 
cuing others  from  danger,  to  acts  of  benevolence,  generosity,  and 
justice.  .  .  .  The  future  character  of  a  child  and  that  of 
the  man  also,  is  in  most  cases  formed  probably  before  the  age 
of  seven  years.  Previously  to  this  time  impressions  have  been 
made  which  shall  survive  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  life,  amid  all 
the  influences  to  which  the  individual  may  be  subjected,  and 
which  will  outcrop  as  it  were,  in  the  last  stage  of  his  earthly 
existence,  when  the  additions  to  his  character  made  in  later  years, 
have  been  entirely  swept  away."  Childhood  (he  intimated)  is 
less  the  parent  of  manhood,  than  of  age :  the  special  vices  of  the 
individual  child  though  long  subdued,  sometimes  surviving  and 
fe-appearing  in  his  "  second  childhood." 

Affirming  that  culture  is  constraint, — education  and  direction 
AQ  expenditure  of  force,  and  extending  his  generalization  from 
the  individual  to  the  race,  he  controverted  the  idea  so  popular 
with  some  benevolent  enthusiasts,  that  there  is  a  spontaneous 
tendency  in  man  to  civilization  and  advancement.  The  origins 
of  past  civilizations — ^taking  a  comprehensive  glance  at  far  dis- 
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tant  haman  popalations — have  been  sporadic  as  it  were,  and 
their  prevalence  comparatively  transitory.  "  It  appears  there- 
fore that  civilization  itself  may  be  considered  as  a  condition  of 
unstable  equilibrium,  which  requires  constant  e£fort  to  be  sus- 
tained, and  a  still  greater  effort  to  be  advanced.  It  is  not  in 
my  view  the  '  manifest  destiny'  of  humanity  to  improve  by  the 
operation  of  an  inevitable  necessary  law  of  progress :  but  while 
I  believe  that  it  is  the  design  of  Providence  that  man  should  be 
improved,  this  improvement  must  be  the  result  of  individual 
effort,  or  of  the  combined  effort  of  many  individuals  animated 
by  the  same  feeling  and  co-operating  for  the  attainment  of  the 
same  end.  .  .  .  If  we  sow  judiciously  in  the  present,  the 
world  will  assuredly  reap  a  beneficent  harvest  in  the  future: 
and  be  has  not  lived  in  vain,  who  leaves  behind  him  as  his 
successor,  a  child  better  educated — morally,  intellectually,  and 
physically,  than  himself.  From  this  point  of  view,  the  respon- 
sibilities of  life  are  immense.  Every  individual  by  his  example 
and  precept,  whether  intentionally  or  otherwise,  does  aid  or 
oppose  this  important  work,  and  leaves  an  impress  of  character 
upon  the  succeeding  age,  which  is  to  mould  its  destiny  for  wesl 
or  woe,  in  all  coming  time.  .  .  .  The  world  however  is 
not  to  be  advanced  by  the  mere  application  of  truths  already 
known  :  but  we  look  forward  (particularly  in  physical  science) 
to  the  effect  of  the  development  of  new  principles.  We  have 
scarcely  as  yet  read  more  than  the  title-page  and  preface  of  the 
great  volume  of  nature,  and  what  we  do  know  is  as  nothing  in 
comparison  with  that  which  may  be  yet  unfolded  and  applied.''* 

Experiments  on  Building-^tone. — In  1854,  a  series  of  experi- 
ments on  the  strength  of  different  kinds  of  building-stone,  was 
undertaken  by  Henry  as  one  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
President,  having  reference  to  the  marbles  offered  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  United  States  Capitol.  Specimens  of  the  different 
samples — accurately  cut  to  cubical  blocks  one  inch  and  a  half 
in  height,  were  first  tried  by  interposing  a  thin  sheet  of  lead  at 
top  and  bottom,  between  the  block  and  the  steel  plates  of  the 

*  Proceed,  Assoc,  Adv,  Education^  4th  Session,  Washington,  Deo.  28, 
1854,  pp.  17-31.  The  pregoant  thought  that  haman  oivilization  is  an 
artifloial  and  ooeroed  coudition,  would  seem  to  have  a  suggestive  bearing 
on  the  two  great  theories  of  development  and  evolution^  so  general  I  j  con- 
founded bj  the  superficial.  What  may  be  called  the  radical  difference 
between  these  two  views  of  organic  extension,  is  that  the  former  assumes 
an  inherent  mysterioos  tendency  to  progression,  whose  motto  is  ever 
*' excelsior  ;**  while  the  latter  assumes  a  general  tendency  to  Tariation 
within  moderate  limits  in  indefinite  directions;  so  that  elevation  is 
no  more  normal  than  degradation,  and  indeed  may  be  rejrarded  as  rarsr 
and  more  exceptional,  since  at  avery  upward  stage  attained  by  the  few, 
there  are  probably  more  further  digressions  downward  than  upward,  the 
motto  being  ever  ^  aptior." 
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crashing  dynamometer.  "  This  was  in  accordance  with  a  plan 
adopted  by  Rennie,  and  that  which  appears  to  have  been  used 
by  most  if  not  all  of  the  sabseqoent  experimenters  in  researches 
of  this  kind.  Some  doubt  however  was  expressed  as  to  the 
action  of  interposed  lead,  which  induced  a  series  of  experiments 
to  settle  this  question ;  when  the  remarkable  fact  was  discovered 
that  the  yielding  and  approximately  equable  pressure  of  the 
lead  caused  the  stone  to  give  way  at  about  half  the  pressure  it 
woald  sustain  without  such  an  interposition.  For  example,  one 
of  the  cubes  precisely  similar  to  another  which  withstood  a  pres- 
sure of  upwards  of  60,000  pounds  when  placed  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  steel  plates,  gave  way  at  about  30,000  pounds 
with  lead  interposed.  This  interesting  fact  was  verified  in  a 
series  of  experiments  embracing  samples  of  nearly  all  the  mar- 
bles under  trial,  and  in  no  case  did  a  single  exception  occur  to 
vary  the  result. 

"  The  explanation  of  this  remarkable  phenomenon  (now  that 
the  fact  is  known)  is  not  difficult.  The  stone  tends  to  give  way 
by  bulging  out  in  the  centre  of  each  of  its  four  perpendicular 
faces,  and  to  form  two  pyramidal  figures  with  their  apices  op- 
posed to  each  other  at  the  center  of  the  cube,  and  their  bases 
against  the  steel  plates.  In  the  case  where  rigid  equable  pres- 
sure is  employed,  as  in  that  of  the  thick  steel  plate,  all  parts 
must  give  way  together.  But  in  that  of  a  yielding  equable 
pressure  as  in  the  case  of  interposed  lead,  the  stone  first  gives 
way  along  the  outer  lines  or  those  of  least  resistance,  and  the 
remaining  pressure  must  be  sustained  by  the  central  portions 
around  the  vertical  axis  of  the  cube.  After  this  important  fact 
was  clearly  determined,  lead  and  all  other  interposed  substances 
were  discarded,  and  a  method  devised  by  which  the  upper  and 
lower  surfaces  of  the  cube  could  be  ground  into  perfect  paral- 
lelism. .  .  .  All  the  specimens  tested  were  subjected  to  this 
process,  and  on  their  exposure  to  pressure  were  found  to  give 
concordant  results.  The  crushing  force  sustained  was  therefore 
much  greater  than  that  heretofore  given  for  the  same  material."* 
In  the  same  communication,  interesting  remarks  are  made  on 
the  tensile  strength  of  materials,  particularly  the  metals.  ^'Ac- 
cording  to  the  views  presented,  the  difference  in  the  tenacity  in 
steel  and  lead  does  not  consist  in  the  attractive  cohesion  of  the 
atoms,  but  in  their  capability  of  slipping  upon  each  other:" 
that  is  on  the  difference  of  lateral  adhesion  of  the  molecules,  as 
exemplified  in  ice  and  water.  A  bar  of  soft  metal — as  lead — 
subjected  to  tensile  strain,  by  reason  of  the  greater  freedom  of 
the  exterior  layers  of  molecules,  exhibits  a  stretching  and 
thinning ;  while  the  interior  molecules  being  more  confined  by 
the  surrounding  pressure,  are  less  mobile,  permit  less  elongation 

*  Proceed.  Am.  Assoc,  Providence,  Aug.  1S65,  pp.  102-112. 
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of  the  mass,  and  are  therefore  the  first  to  commence  breaking 
apart.  Accordingly  on  ultimate  separation,  each  fragment  ex- 
hibits a  hollow  or  cup-like  surface  of  fracture,  where  the  interior 
portion  of  the  material  has  first  parted :  the  depth  of  the  con- 
cavity being  somewhat  proportioned  to  the  malleability  of  the 
substance.  "  With  substances  of  greater  rigidity,  this  effect  is 
less  apparent,  but  it  exists  even  in  iron,  and  the  interior  fibres 
of  a  rod  of  this  metal  may  be  entirely  separated,  while  the  outer 
surface  presents  no  appearance  of  change.  From  this  it  would 
appear  that  metals  should  never  be  elongated  by  mere  stretching, 
but  in  all  cases  by  a  process  of  wire-drawing,  or  rolling.  A  wire 
or  bar  must  always  be  weakened  by  a  force  which  permanentlj 
increases  its  length  without  at  the  same  time  compressing  it^'^ 

ffydrometric  Experiment, — ^A  novel  project  for  the  rectifica- 
tion of  spirits  by  the  simple  process  of  static  separation  of  the 
alcohol  and  water  by  the  stress  of  their  specific  gravities  when 
exposed  in  long  columns,  produced  in  1854  a  considerable  sensa- 
tion. It  was  alleged  that  the  coercitive  compression  exerted  bj 
the  water  in  a  long  hydrostatic  column  greatly  accelerated  the 
displacement  and  separation  induced  by  gravitation,  and  that 
only  a  few  hours  were  necessary  to  complete  the  process,  if  the 
column  were  sufficiently  high.t 

A  patent  was  obtained  :  affidavits  and  samples  fully  attested 
the  wonderful  efficiency  of  the  process ;  and  only  the  co-operation 
of  confiding  capitalists  was  required,  to  realize  fabulous  profits, 
and  effect  a  manufacturing  and  commercial  revolution. 

Simply  in  the  interests  of  truth,  Henry  undertook  the  carefiil 
investigation  of  this  surprising  pretension.  One  of  the  towers  of 
the  Smithsonian  Building  supplied  a  convenient  well  for  the 
experiment,  easily  accessible  throughout  its  height.  "A  series 
of  stout  iron  tubes  of  about  an  inch  and  a  half  internal  diameter 
formed  the  column  ;  the  total  length  of  which  was  one  hundred 
and  six  feet.  Four  stop-cocks  were  provided ;  one  at  the  bot- 
tom, one  about  four  feet  from  the  top,  and  the  other  two  to  the 
intermediate  space  equally  divided  or  nearly  so."  Very  carefol 
hydrometer  and  thermometer  registers  were  made  at  increasing 
intervals  of  time,  the  last  being  that  of  nearly  half  a  year:  a 
portion  of  the  reserved  liquor  being  simultaneously  tested.  The 
result  stated,  is :  ''  There  is  not  the  slightest  indication  of  anr 

*  This  conolnsioti  is  not  at  all  in  opposition  to  the  ascertained  h6i  of 
the  increased  strength  imparted  to  an  iron  rod  hj  thermo-tension,  dis- 
covered by  Prof.  Walter  R  Johnson. 

t  An  incidental  remark  in  Gmelin^s  "  Handbook  of  Chemistry'*  seemed 
to  give  some  color  of  plansibillty  to  the  scheme.  "  Brandy  kept  in  cwta 
is  said  to  contain  a  greater  proportion  of  spirit  in  the  npper,  and  of  watar 
In  the  lower  part.'*  Gme1in*s  Handbook,  Translated  by  Henry  Watts. 
London,  1S41,  part  i.  sect.  4,— vol.  i.  p.  112. 
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difference  of  density  between  the  original  liqaor  and  that  from 
the  top  or  bottom  of  the  column,  after  the  lapse  of  hours,  days, 
weeks,  or  months.  The  fluid  at  the  bottom  of  the  tnbe  it  must 
be  remembered  was  for  five  months  exposed  to  the  pressure  of  a 
column  of  fluid  at  least  one  hundred  feet  high."  * 

Svlphuric-acid  Barometer. — In  1856,  Henry  had  constructed 
for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at  the  suggestion  of  Professor 
G.  O.  Schaefler,  a  large  sulphuric  acid  barometer,  whose  column 
being  more  than  seven  times  the  height  of  the  mercurial  column 
(about  18^  feet)  gave  correspondingly  enlarged  and  sensitive  indi- 
cations. Water  barometers  with  cisterns  protected  by  oil,  (as  that 
constructed  by  Daniell  for  the  Koyal  Society,)  have  always  proved 
instable.  With  reference  to  sulphuric  acid,  ''  The  advantages  of 
this  liquid  are  :  1st  that  it  gives  off  no  appreciable  vapor  at  any 
atmospheric  temperature;  and  2nd  that  it  does  not  absorb  or 
transmit  air.  The  objections  to  its  use  are  :  1st  the  liability  to 
accident  from  the  corrosive  nature  of  the  liquid,  either  in  the 
filling  of  the  tube  or  in  its  subsequent  breakage ;  and  2nd  its 
affinity  for  moisture,  which  tends  to  produce  a  change  in  specific 
gravity."  The  latter  defect  was  obviated  by  a  drying  apparatus 
consisting  of  a  tubulated  bottle  containing  chloride  of  calcium, 
and  connected  by  a  tube  with  the  glass  bottle  forming  the  reser- 
voir, which  excluded  all  moisture  from  the  transmitted  air.  ''  The 
glass  tube  [of  the  barometer]  is  two  hundred  and  forty  inches 
long,  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter ;  and  is  enclosed 
in  a  cylindrical  brass  case  of  the  same  length,  and  two  and  a 
half  inches  in  diameter.  The  glass  tube  is  secured  in  the  axis 
of  the  brass  case  by  a  number  of  cork  collars,  placed  at  inter- 
vals, "t  This  barometer  continued  in  successful  and  satisfactory 
use  for  many  years ;  and  had  its  readings  constantly  recorded. 

Of  several  of  Henry's  courses  of  experiments,  no  details  have 
been  published ;  and  his  original  notes  appear  to  have  perished. 
In  1861,  he  made  a  number  of  experiments  on  the  effects  of 
burning  gunpowder  in  a  vacuum,  as  well  as  in  different  gases. 

"A  series  of  researches  was  also  commenced,  to  determine 
more  accurately  than  has  yet  been  done,  the  expansion  produced 
in  a  bar  of  iron  at  the  moment  of  magnetization  of  the  metal  by 
means  of  a  galvanic  current.  The  opportunity  was  taken  with 
the  consent  of  Professor  Bache,  of  making  these  experiments 
with  the  delicate  instruments  which  had  previously  been  employed 
in  determining  the  varying  length,  under  different  temperatures, 
of  the  measuring  apparatus  of  the  base  lines  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey.  "|     This  wonderfully  microscopic  measuring  appa- 

♦  Proceed,  Am,  Assoc,  Providence,  Aug.  1856,  pp.  142,  143. 
t  Proceed.  Am,  Assoc,  Albany,  Aug.  1856,  pp.  135-138. 
t  SmUh»onian  Report  for  1861,  p.  38. 
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ratns  devised  by  Mr.  Joseph  Saiton,  was  capable  of  distingoiBh- 
ing  by  the  light-ray  index  of  its  contact  reflector,  a  dimension 
equal  to  a  half  wave-length  of  average  light,  or  the  100,000tb 
part  of  an  inch.  The  long  under-ground  vaults  of  the  Smith- 
sonian building  having  been  selected  as  a  suitable  place  for  the 
precise  verification  of  the  residual  co-efficient  of  compensated 
temperature  expansion  of  the  base  rods  of  the  Survey,  the  oppor- 
tunity was  seized  by  Henry,  at  the  termination  of  the  investiga- 
tion, to  apply  the  same  delicate  apparatus  to  the  determination 
of  the  polarized  or  magnetic  expansion. 

In  less  than  six  years  from  the  time  of  these  researches,  he 
was  called  on  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  life-long  intimate  and 
honored  friend,  who  had  always  exhibited  so  fraternal  a  sympathy 
and  co-operation  with  his  own  varied  labors.  In  consequence  of 
this  event — the  death  of  his  friend  Professor  A.  Dallas  Bache  in 
1867,  Henry  was  chosen  in  1868,  to  be  his  successor  as  President 
of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences.  At  the  request  of  that 
body,  he  prepared  a  eulogy  of  his  friend  the  late  President,  which 
was  read  before  the  Academy  April  16th,  1869.  In  grateful  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  wise  counsels  and  valuable  services  of  Dr. 
Bache  as  one  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  he  observed :  "To  say  that  he  assisted  in 
shaping  the  policy  of  the  establishment  would  not  be  enough. 
It  was  almost  exclusively  through  his  predominating  influence 
that  the  policy  which  has  given  the  Institution  its  present  celeb- 
rity, was  after  much  opposition  finally  adopted.  .  Nor 
would  it  be  possible  for  him  [the  speaker]  to  abstain  firom  ac- 
knowledging with  heart-felt  emotion,  that  he  was  from  first  to 
last  supported  and  sustained  in  his  difficult  position  by  the  fira- 
ternal  sympathy,  the  prudent  counsel,  and  the  unwavering  friend- 
ship of  the  lamented  deceased."* 

Many  minor  contributions  in  various  fields  pf  scientific  obser- 
vation, must  here  be  omitted :  but  it  would  be  inexcusable,  hi 
this  place  and  on  this  occasion,  to  neglect  a  reference  to  the 
active  part  he  took  in  the  organization  and  advancement  of  this 
Society  ;f  and  the  unflagging  interest  ever  exhibited  in  its  pro- 
ceedings, from  the  date  of  its  convocation,  March  13th,  1871,  to 
that  of  his  last  illness.  All  here  remember  with  what  punctu- 
ality he  attended  the  meetings — whether  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee or  of  the  society,  undeterred  by  inclemencies  of  the 
weather  which  kept  away  many  much  younger  members.    All 

•  Biographical  Memoirn,  Nat.  Acad.  Set.  voL  i.  pp.  181-212.  Repnb- 
lisbed  In  the  a^mithsonian  Report  for  1870,  pp.  91-116.  The  father  of  Prof. 
Bache— Richard  Bache,  was  a  son  of  the  only  danshter  of  the  iliiutrioat 
Benjamin  Franklin. 

t  The  Philosophical  Society  of  Washington. 
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here,  recall  with  what  unpretentious  readiness  he  communicated 
from  his  rich  stores  of  well-digested  facts,  observations — whether 
initiatory  or  supplementary,  on  almost  every  topic  presented  to 
our  notice ;  how  apt  his  illustrations  and  suggestions  in  our 
spontaneous  discussions;  and  with  what  unfailing  interest  we 
ever  listened  to  his  words  of  exposition,  of  knowledge,  and  of 
wisdom :  utterances  which  we  shall  never  hear  again ;  and  which 
unwritten  and  unrecorded,  have  not  been  even  reported  in  an 
abstract. 

Range  of  information, — It  was  not  alone  in  those  physical 
branches  of  knowledge  to  which  he  had  made  direct  original  con- 
tributions, that  the  mental  activities  of  Henry  were  familiarly 
exercised  and  conspicuously  exhibited.  There  was  scarcely  a 
department  of  intellectual  pursuit  in  which  he  did  not  feel  and 
manifest  a  sympathetic  interest,  and  in  which  he  did  not  follow 
with  appreciative  grasp  its  leading  generalizations.  Holding 
ever  to  the  unity  of  Nature  as  the  expression  and  most  direct 
illustration  of  the  Unity  of  its  Author,  he  believed  that  every 
new  fact  discovered  in  any  of  nature's  fields,  would  ultimately 
be  found  to  be  in  intimate  correlation  with  the  laws  prevailing  in 
other  fields — seemingly  the  most  distant.*  To  his  large  compre- 
hension, nothing  was  insignificant,  or  unworthy  of  consideration. 
He  ever  sought  however  to  look  beyond  the  ascertained  and  iso- 
lated or  classified  fact,  to  its  antecedent  cause ;  and  in  opposition 
to  the  dogma  of  Comte,  he  averred  that  the  knowledge  of  facts 
is  not  science^ — that  these  are  merely  the  materials  from  which 
its  temple  is  constructed  by  sagacious  and  attested  speculation. 

Among  his  earlier  studies.  Chemistry  occupied  a  prominent 
place.  The  youthful  assistant  in  the  laboratory  of  his  former 
instructor  and  ever  honored  friend.  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  and 
later,  himself  a  teacher  of  the  art  and  knowledge  to  others,  a 
skilful  manipulator,  an  acute  analyst  and  investigator  of  re-ac- 
tions, be  seemed  at  first  destined  to  become  a  leader  in  chemical 
research.  Like  Newton,  he  endeavored  to  bring  the  atomic 
combinations  under  the  conception  of  physical  laws ;  believing 
this  essential  to  the  development  of  chemistry  as  a  true  science. 
He  always  kept  himself  well  informed  on  the  progress  of  the 
more  recent  doctrines  of  quantivalence,  and  the  newer  system  of 
nomenclature. 

He  had  also  paid  considerable  attention  to  geology ;  with  its 
relations  to  palseontology  on  the  one  side,  and  to  physical  geog- 
raphy on  the  other. 

Familiar  with  the  details — as  well  of  astronomical  observation 

*  '*  A  proper  view  of  the  relation  of  soience  and  art  will  enable  him 
[the  reader]  to  see  that  the  one  is  dependent  on  the  other ;  and  that  each 
branch  of  the  stndy  of  nature  is  intimatelj  connected  with  every  other." 
(^Agricultural  Report  for  1857,  p.  419.) 
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as  of  the  mathematical  processes  of  redaction,  he  woold  ha?e 
done  honor  to  any  Observatory  placed  under  his  charge.  He 
was  lenient  in  his  judgment  of  the  ancient  star-worshippers ;  and 
was  always  greatly  attracted  by  astronomical  discoveries. 

Well  read  in  the  science  of  Political  Economy,  he  had  by 
observation  and  analysis  of  human  nature,  made  its  indacti?e 
principles  his  own,  and  had  satisfied  himself  that  its  deductions 
were  fully  confirmed  by  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  teach- 
ings of  financial  history.  He  attributed  the  lamentable  disregard 
of  its  fundamental  doctrines,  by  many  so-called  legislators,  to  a 
want  of  scientific  training,  and  consequent  want  of  perception 
and  of  faith  in  the  dominion  and  autonomy  of  natural  law. 

A  good  linguist,  he  watched  with  appreciative  interest  the 
progress  of  comparative  philology,  and  the  ethnologic  significance 
of  its  generalizations,  in  tracing  out  the  affiliations  of  European 
nations.  By  no  means  neglectful  of  lighter  literature,  he  enjoyed 
at  leisure  evenings,  in  the  bosom  of  his  cultivated  family,  the 
readings  of  modern  writers,  and  the  suggestive  interchange  of 
sentiment  and  criticism.  Striking  passages  of  poetry  made  a 
strong  impression  on  his  retentive  memory  ;  and  it  was  not  on- 
usual  to  hear  him  embellish  some  graver  fact,  in  conversation, 
with  an  unexpected  but  most  apt  quotation.  With  a  fine  a^tbetic 
feeling,  his  appreciation  and  judgment  of  works  of  art,  were 
delicate  and  discriminating. 

He  held  very  broad  and  decided  views  as  to  the  reign  of  order 
in  the  Cosmos.  Defining  science  as  the  *'  knowledge  of  natural 
law,"  and  law  as  th»  "  will  of  God,"  Henry  was  always  accus- 
tomed to  regard  that  orderly  sequence  called  the  "law,"  as  being 
fixed  and  immutable  as  the  providence  of  its  Divine  Authoi: 
admitting  in  no  case  caprice  or  variableness.  The  doctrine  of 
the  absolute  dominion  of  law — so  oppressive  and  alarming  to 
many  excellent  minds,  was  to  him  accordingly  but  a  necessary 
deduction  from  his  theologic  and  religious  faith. 

The  series  of  meteorological  essays  already  referred  to  as 
contributed  to  the  Agricultural  Reports  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents,  commences  with  this  striking  passage,  ''All  the 
changes  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  all  the  movements  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  are  the  immediate  results  of  natural  forces 
acting  in  accordance  with  established  and  invariable  laws ;  and 
it  is  only  by  that  precise  knowledge  of  these  laws,  which  is  pro- 
perly denominated  science,  that  man  is  enabled  to  defend  himself 
against  the  adverse  operations  of  Nature,  or  to  direct  her  iooate 
powers  in  accordance  with  his  will.  At  first  sight,  it  might 
appear  that  meteorology  was  an  exception  to  this  general  propo- 
sition, and  that  the  changes  of  the  weather  and  the  peculiarities 
of  climate  in  different  portions  of  the  earth's  surface,  were  of  all 
things  the  most  uncertain  and  farthest  removed  from  the  dominion 
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of  law :  bat  scientific  inyestigation  establishes  the  fact  that  no 
phenomenon  is  the  resalt  of  accident,  or  even  of  fitful  volition. 
The  modern  science  of  statistics  has  revealed  a  permanency  and 
an  order  in  the  occurrence  of  events  depending  on  conditions 
in  which  nothing  of  this  kind  could  have  been  supposed.  Even 
those  occurrences  which  seem  to  be  left  to  the  free  will,  the  pas- 
sion, or  the  greater  or  less  intelligence  of  men,  are  under  the 
control  of  laws — fixed,  immutable,  and  eternal."  And  after 
dwelling  on  the  developments  and  significance  of  moral  statistics, 
he  adds:  "The  astonishing  facts  of  this  class  lead  us  inevitably 
to  the  conclusion  that  all  events  are  governed  by  a  Supreme  In- 
telligence who  knows  no  change ;  and  that  under  the  same  con- 
ditions, the  same  results  are  invariably  produced."* 

Organic  Dynamics, — The  contemplation  of  these  uniformities 
leads  naturally  to  the  great  modem  generalization  of  the  correla- 
tion of  all  the  working  energies  of  nature :  and  this  to  the  subject 
of  organic  dynamics.  "Modem  science  has  established  by  a  wide 
and  careful  induction,  the  fact  that  plants  and  animals  consist 
principally  of  solidified  air ;  the  only  portions  of  an  earthy  cha- 
racter which  enter  into  their  composition,  being  the  ashes  that 
remain  after  combustion."  Some  ten  years  before  this,  or  in 
1844,  (as  already  noticed  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  memoir) 
Henry  had  very  clearly  indicated  the  correlation  between  the 
forces  exhibited  by  inorganic  and  organic  bodies :  arguing  that 
from  the  chemical  researches  of  Liebig,  Dumas,  and  Boussin- 
gault,  "  it  would  appear  to  follow  that  animal  power  is  referable 
to  the  same  sources  as  that  from  the  combustion  of  fuel  :"t 
probably  the  earliest  explicit  announcement  of  the  now  accepted 
view.  In  the  series  of  agricultural  essays  above  referred  to. 
be  endeavored  to  frame  more  definitely  a  chemico-physical 
theory  by  which  the  elevation  of  matter  to  an  organic  c (to bi na- 
tion in  a  higher  state  of  power  than  its  source,  might  be  ac- 
counted for.  Regarding  "vitality"  not  as  a  mechanical  force, 
bat  as  an  inscrutable  directing  principle  resident  in  the  minute 
germ — supposed  to  be  vegetative,  and  enclosed  in  a  sac  of 
starch  or  other  organic  nutriment,  he  considered  the  case  of 
such  provisioned  germ  (a  bean  or  a  potato)  embedded  in  the 
soil,  supplied  with  a  suitable  amount  of  warmth  and  moisture 

•  Agricultural  Report  Com,  Pat.  for  1855,  p.  357. 

t  Proceed,  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  Deo.  1844,  vol.  iv.  p.  129.  The  admirable 
treatise  of  Dr.  JnliuB  R.  Mayer  of  Heilbronn,  on  '*  Organic  Movement  in 
its  relation  to  material  changes,"  in  which  for  the  first  time  he  main- 
tained the  thesis  that  all  the  energies  developed  by  animal  or  vegetable 
organisms,  resnlt  from  internal  changes  having  their  dynamic  source  in 
external  forces,  was  published  the  following  year,  or  in  1845.  Rumford 
nearly  half  a  century  earlier,  had  a  partial  grasp  of  the  same  truth. 
[Pka.  Tran$.  R.  S.  Jan.  25, 1798,  vol.  Ixzzviii.  pp.  80-102.) 
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to  give  the  necessary  molecnlar  mobility,  soon  sending  a  rootlet 
downward  into  the  earth,  and  raising  a  stem  toward  the  sar- 
face,  furnished  with  incipient  leaves.  Supposing  the  planted 
seed  to  be  a  potato,  on  examination  we  should  find  its  large  sup- 
ply of  starch  exhausted,  and  beyond  the  young  plant,  nothing 
remaining  but  the  skin,  containing  probably  a  little  water.  What 
has  become  of  the  starch  ?  "  If  we  examine  the  soil  which  sur- 
rounded the  potato,  we  do  not  find  that  the  starch  has  been 
absorbed  by  it ;  and  the  answer  which  will  therefore  naturally 
be  suggested,  is  that  it  has  been  transformed  into  the  mate- 
rial of  the  new  plant,  and  it  was  for  this  purpose  originally  stored 
away.  But  this  though  in  part  correct,  is  not  the  whole  truti) : 
for  if  we  weigh  a  potato  prior  to  germination,  and  w^igh  the 
young  plant  afterward,  we  shall  find  that  the  amount  of  organic 
matter  contained  in  the  latter,  is  but  a  fraction  of  that  which 
was  originally  contained  in  the  former.  We  can  account  in  this 
way  for  the  disappearance  of  a  part  of  the  contents  of  the  sac, 
which  has  evidently  formed  the  pabulum  of  the  young  plant 
But  here  we  may  stop  to  ask  another  question  :  By  what  power 
was  the  young  plant  built  up  of  the  molecules  of  starch  ?  The 
answer  would  probably  be,  by  the  exertion  of  the  vital  force : 
but  we  have  endeavored  to  show  that  vitality  is  a  directing  prin- 
ciple,  and  not  a  mechanical  power,  the  expenditure  of  which  does 
work.  The  conclusion  to  which  we  would  arrive  will  probably 
now  be  anticipated.  The  portion  of  the  organic  molecules  of 
the  starch,  etc.,  of  the  tuber,  as  yet  unaccounted  for,  has  run  down 
into  inorganic  matter,  or  has  entered  again  into  combination 
with  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  and  in  this  running  down  and  union 
with  oxygen,  has  evolved  the  power  necessary  to  the  organization 
of  the  new  plant.  .  .  .  We  see  from  this  view  that  the  starch 
and  nitrogenous  materials  in  which  the  germs  of  plants  are  im- 
beddedi  ^^^^  two  functions  to  fulfil,  the  one  to  supply  the  pabu- 
lum of  the  new  plant,  and  the  other  to  furnish  the  power  bj 
which  the  transformation  is  effected,  the  latter  being  as  essential 
as  the  former.  In  the  erection  of  a  house,  the  application  of 
mechanical  power  is  required  as  much  as  a  supply  of  ponderable 
materials.'** 

t  Agricultural  Report,  for  1857,  pp.  440-444.  lb  May,  1842,  Dr.  Jnlioft 
R.  Mayer  published  in  Liebig*8  Annalen  der  Chemie,  etc.,  his  first  remark- 
able paper  ou  **The  Foroes  of  iDorganio  Nature,"  oonstitntiug  the  earliest 
soientiflo  ennnoiation  of  the  correlation  of  the  physical  forces ;  and  (if 
we  except  the  work  of  Segnin  in  1839,)  of  the  mechanical  equivalent  of 
heat.  (Annalen  u,$.w,  vol.  zlii.  pp.  233>240.)  In  September,  1849, 
Dr.  R.  Fowler  read  a  short  paper  before  the  British  Association  at  Bir- 
mingham, on  '*  Vitality  as  a  Force  correlated  with  the  Physical  Forces.*^ 
(Report  Brit.  Assoc.  1849,  part  ii.  pp.  77,  78.)  In  June,  1850,  Dr.  W.  B. 
Carpenter  presented  td  the  Royal  Society  a  much  fuller  memoir  **  On  the 
Mutual  Relations  of  the  Vital  and  Physical  Forces.*'  {Phil.  Tram.  R, 
8.  vol.  cxi.  pp.  727-767.)     Neither  of  these  essays  accounts  for  the 
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The  less  difficult  problem  of  the  building  up  of  the  plant  after 
the  consumption  of  the  seed,  under  the  direct  action  of  the  solar 
rays,  is  then  considered ;  the  leaves  of  the  young  plant  absorbing 
by  their  moisture  carbonic  acid  from  the  atmosphere,  which  being 
decomposed  by  solar  actinism,  yields  the  de-oxidized  carbon  to 
enter  into  the  structure  of  the  organism.  ''All  the  material  of 
which  a  tree  is  built  up,  (with  the  exception  of  that  comparatively 
small  portion  which  remains  after  it  has  been  burnt,  and  con- 
stitutes the  ash,)  is  derived  from  the  atmosphere.  In  the  decom- 
position of  the  carbonic  acid  by  the  chemical  ray,  a  definite 
amount  of  power  is  expended,  and  this  remains  as  it  were  locked 
up  in  the  plant  so  long  as  it  continues  to  grow"."  And  thus 
under  the  expenditure  of  an  external  force,  the  plant  (whether 
the  annual  cellular  herb  or  the  perennial  fibrous  tree)  was  shown 
to  be  built  up  from  the  simpler  stable  binary  compounds  of  the 
inorganic  world,  to  the  more  complex  and  unstable  ternary  com- 
pounds of  the  vegetable  world.  "  In  the  germination  of  the 
plant,  a  part  of  the  organized  molecules  runs  down  into  carbonic 
■acid  to  furnish  power  for  the  new  arrangement  of  the  other  por- 
tion. In  this  process  no  extraneous  force  is  required  :  the  seed 
contains  within  itself  the  power,  and  the  material,  for  the  growth 
of  the  new  plant  up  to  a  certain  stage  of  its  development.  Ger- 
mination can  therefore  be  carried  on  in  the  dark,  and  indeed  the 
chemical  ray  which  accompanies  light  retards  rather  than  accele- 
rates the  process."  (p.  446.)  This  important  organic  principle 
appears  to  receive  here  its  earliest  enunciation. 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  on  the  completion  of  the  cycle  of 
growth  (however  brief  or  however  extended),  the  decay  of  the 
plant  not  only  returns  the  elevated  matter  to  its  original  lower 
plane,  but  equally  returns  the  entire  amount  of  heat  energy  ab- 
sorbed in  its  elevation :  an  amount  precisely  the  same,  whether 
the  slow  oxidation  be  c(^ntinued  through  a  series  of  years,  or  a 
rapid  combustion  be  completed  in  as  many  minutes.  ''The 
power  which  is  given  out  in  the  whole  descent  is  according  to 
the  dynamic  theory,  just  equivalent  to  the  power  expended  by 
the  impulse  from  the  sun  in  elevating  the  atoms  to  the  unstable 
condition  of  the  organic  molecules.  If  this  power  is  given  out 
in  the  form  of  vibrations  of  the  sBtherial  medium  constituting 
heat,  it  will  not  be  appreciable  in  the  ordinary  decay  say  of  a 
tree,  extending  as  it  may  through  several  years :  but  if  the  pro- 
cess be  rapid,  as  in  the  case  of  combustion  of  wood,  then  the 
same  amount  of  power  will  be  given  out  in  the  energetic  form 
of  heat  of  high  intensity." 

The  elevation  of  inorganic  matter  (carbonic  acid,  water,  and 

amoant  of  bnUding  energy  displayed  in  the  development  of  the  seed, 
under  conditions  of  low  and  diffnsed  heat :  and  the  expression  '*  Vital 
Force"  used  both  by  Fowler  and  Carpenter,  was  stadionsly  avoided  by 
Henry. 
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ammonia,)  to  the  vegetable  plane  of  power,  introdaces  naturally 
the  consideration  of  the  still  higher  elevation  of  vegetable  or- 
ganic matter  to  the  animal  plane  of  power.  "As  in  the  case  of 
the  seed  of  the  plant,  we  presume  that  the  germ  of  the  future 
animal  pre-exists  in  the  egg ;  and  that  by  subjecting  the  mass  to 
a  degree  of  temperature  sufficient  perhaps  to  give  greater  mobility 
to  the  molecules,  a  process  similar  in  its  general  effect  to  that 
of  the  germination  of  the  seed  commences.  .  .  .  During  this 
process,  power  is  evolved  within  the  shell,  we  cannot  say  in  the 
present  state  of  science  under  what  particular  form  ;  but  we  are 
irresistibly  constrained  to  believe  that  it  is  expended  under  the 
direction  again  of  the  vital  principle,  in  re-arranging  the  organic 
molecules,  in  building  up  the  complex  machinery  of  the  ftitnre 
animal,  or  developing  a  still  higher  organization,  connected  with 
which  are  the  mysterious  manifestations  of  thought  and  volition. 
In  this  case  as  in  that  of  the  potato,  the  young  animal  as  it 
escapes  from  the  shell,  weighs  less  than  the  material  of  the  egg 
previous  to  the  process  of  incubation.  The  lost  material  in  this 
case  as  in  the  other,  has  run  down  into  an  inorganic  condition  by 
combining  with  oxygen,  and  in  its  descent  has  developed  the 
power  to  effect  the  transformation  we  have  just  described.'^ 
The  consumption  of  internal  power  does  not  however  stop 
with  the  development  of  the  young  animal,  as  it  does  in  the 
case  of  the  young  plant.  "The  young  animal  is  in  an  en- 
tirely different  condition :  exposure  to  the  light  of  the  sun  is  not 
necessary  to  its  growth  or  its  existence :  the  chemical  ray  by 
impinging  on  the  surface  of  its  body  does  not  decompose  the  car- 
bonic acid  which  may  surround  it,  the  conditions  necessary  for 
this  decomposition,  not  being  present.  It  has  no  means  by  itself 
to  elaborate  organic  molecules;  and  is  indebted  for  these  entirely 
to  its  food.  It  is  necessary  therefore  that  it  should  be  supplied 
with  food  consisting  of  organized  materials ;  that  is  of  complex 
molecules  in  a  state  of  power.  .  .  .  The  power  of  the  living  ani- 
mal is  immediately  derived  from  the  running  down  of  the  com- 
plex organized  molecules  of  which  the  body  is  formed,  into  their 
ultimate  combination  with  oxygen,  in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid 
and  water,  and  into  ammonia.  Hence  oxygen  is  constantly 
drawn  into  the  lungs,  and  carbon  is  constantly  evolved.  .  .  . 
The  animal  is  a  curiously  contrived  arrangement  for  burning  csf- 
bon  and  hydrogen,  and  for  the  evolution  and  application  of  power. 
A  machine  is  an  instrument  for  the  application  of  power,  and 
not  for  its  creation.  The  animal  body  is  a  structure  of  this 
character.  ...  A  comparison  has  been  made  between  the  work 
which  can  be  done  by  burning  a  given  amount  of  carbon  in 
the  machine — man,  and  an  equal  amount  in  the  machine — steam- 
engine.  The  result  derived  from  an  analysis  of  the  food  in  one 
case,  and  the  weight  of  the  fuel  in  the  other,  and  these  compared 
with  the  quantity  of  water  raised  by  each  to  a  known  elevation,. 
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gives  the  relative  working  value  of  the  two  machines.  Prom 
this  comparison,  made  from  experiments  on  soldiers  in  Germany 
and  France,  it  is  foand  that  the  human  machine  in  consuming 
the  same  amount  of  carbon,  does  four  and  a  half  times  the 
amount  of  work  of  the  best  Cornish  engine." 

"There  is  however  one  striking  difference  between  the  animal 
bodj  and  the  locomotive  machine,  which  deserves  our  special 
attention ;  namely  the  power  in  the  body  is  constantly  evolved 
by  burning  (as  it  were,)  parts  of  the  materials  of  the  machine 
itself;  as  if  the  frame  and  other  portions  of  the  wood-work  of  the 
locomotive  were  burnt  to  produce  the  power,  and  then  imme- 
diately renewed.  The  voluntary  motion  of  our  organs  of  speech, 
of  oar  hands,  of  our  feet,  and  of  every  muscle  in  the  body,  is 
produced  not  at  the  expense  of  the  soul  but  at  that  of  the  ma- 
terial of  the  body  itself.  Every  motion  manifesting  life  in  the 
individual,  is  the  result  of  power  derived  from  the  death  as  it 
were  of  a  part  of  his  body.  We  are  thus  constantly  renewed 
and  constantly  consumed ;  and  in  this  consumption  and  renewal 
consists  animal  life."* 

Seven  years  after  the  publication  of  this  highly  original  and 
saggestive  exposition,  (whose  topics  and  line  of  discussion  had 
been  distinctly  formulated  and  sketched  out  more  than  two  years 
before,  at  the  commencement  of  the  series  in  1855,)  the  eminent 
physiologist  Dr.  Carpenter  produced  his  valuable  memoir  on  the 
Conservation  of  Force  in  Physiology;  in  which  he  for  the  first 
time  distinctly  affirms  the  development  of  vegetative  reproductive 
energy,  by  the  partial  running  down  of  matter  to  its  stabler 
compounds, — "  by  the  retrograde  metamorphosis  of  a  portion  of 
the  organic  compounds  prepared  by  the  previous  nutritive  ope- 
rations :"  and  also  the  ultimate  return  by  decay,  of  the  whole 
amount  of  force  as  well  as  of  matter,  temporarily  borrowed  from 
nature^s  store.  Likewise  with  animal  powers,  "  these  forces  are 
<le?eloped  by  the  retrograde  metamorphosis  of  the  organic  com- 
pounds generated  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  plant,  whereby 
they  ultimately  return  to  the  simple  binary  forms  (water,  car- 
bonic acid,  and  ammonia,)  which  serve  as  the  essential  food  of 
vegetables.  .     .     Whilst  the  vegetable  is  constantly  engaged 

(so  to  speak)  in  raising  its  component  materials  from  a  lower 
plane  to  the  higher,  by  means  of  the  power  which  it  draws  from 
^e  solar  rays, — the  animal  whilst  raising  one  portion  of  these  to 

*  Agricultural  Report  for  1857,  pp.  445-449.  This  important  essay  it 
^1  be  observed,  antedates  Prof.  Joseph  Le  Conte's  paper  '*  Ou  the  Corre- 
Ution  of  Physical,  Chemical,  and  Vital  Force,*'  read  before  the  American 
Association  at  Springfield,  Ang.  1859,  (Proceed,  Am.  Assoc,  pp.  187-203: 
^  Sill.  Am.  Jour.  Set,  Nov.  1869,  vol.  xxviii.  pp.  305-319,)  as  well  aft 
^f«  Carpenter's  second  and  more  mature  pajwr  "On  the  application  of 
J5«  Principle  of  Conservation  of  Force  to  Physiology,"  published  in 
J'ookw'  Quarterly  Journal  of  Science,  for  Jian.  and  April,  1864,  (vol.  i.  pp. 
7M7;  and  pp.  269-277.) 
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a  still  higher  level  by  the  descent  of  another  portion  to  a  lower, 
ultimately  lets  down  the  whole  of  what  the  plant  had  raised.^^ 
So  little  was  Henry's  earlier  paper  known  abroad,  that  his  name 
does  not  occur  in  Dr.  Carpenter's  dissertation. 

With  regard  to  the  great  biologic  question  of  the  past  fifteen 
years — the  affiliation  of  specific  forms,  it  was  impossible  that 
Henry  should  remain  an  unconcerned  observer.  Brought  up  (as 
it  may  be  said)  in  the  school  of  Cuvier,  but  slightly  impressed 
with  the  brilliant  previsions  of  his  competitor,  Qeoffroy  Saint 
Hilaire,  accustomed  to  look  upon  the  recurrent  hypothecs  of 
automatic  development  as  barren  speculations,  and  beside  all 
this,  ever  the  warmly  attached  personal  friend  of  Agassii, 
he  approached  the  consideration  of  thia  controverted  subject, 
certainly  with  no  antecedent  affirmative  pre-po8sessioA&.  His 
general  acquaintance  with  the  ascertained  facts  of  the  metamor- 
phic  development  of  the  individual  organism  from  its  origin,  as 
well  as  with  the  remarkable  analogies  and  homologies  disclosed 
by  the  sciences  of  comparative  physiology  and  embryology,  served 
however  in  some  measure  to  prepare  his  mind  to  apprehend  the 
significance  of  the  indications  which  had  been  so  industrioasly 
collected,  and  so  intelligently  collated  :  and  from  the  very  first, 
he  accepted  the  problem  as  a  purely  philosop])ical  one ;  employ- 
ing that  much  abused  term  in  no  restricted  sense.  With  do 
more  reserve  in  the  expression  of  his  views,  than  the  avoidance 
of  unprofitable  controversies,  (though  no  one  more  than  he- 
enjoyed  the  calm  and  purely  intellectual  discussion  of  an  unset- 
tled question  by  its  real  experts,)  he  yet  found  no  occasion  to 
write  upon  the  subject.  The  unpublished  opinions  however,  of 
one  so  wise  and  eminent,  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
the  student  of  nature ;  and  their  exposition  cannot  but  assist  to 
enlighten  our  estimate  of  the  mental  stature  of  the  man,  and  of 
his  breadth  of  apprehension  and  toleration. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  theory  of  natural 
selection,  (he  remarked  in  the  freedom  of  oral  intercourse  with 
several  naturalists,)  it  at  least  marks  an  epoch,  the  first  eleva- 
tion of  natural  history  (so-called)  to  the  really  scientific  stage: 
it  is  based  on  induction,  and  correlates  a  large  range  of  ap- 
parently disconnected  observations,  gathered  from  the  regions 
of  palaeontology  or  geological  successions  of  organisms,  their 
geographical  distribution,  climatic  adaptations  and  remariuible 
re-adjustments,  their  comparative  anatomy,  and  even  the  occur- 
rence of  abnormal  variations,  and  of  rudimentary  structures— 
seemingly  so  uselessly  displayed  as  mere  simulations  of  a 
"type."    It  forms  a  good  "working  hypothesis"  for  directing 

*   Quart,  Jour,  Set.  1864,  vol.  i.  pp.  86  and  267. 
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the  iDvestigations  of  the  botanist  and  zoologist.*  Natural  selec- 
tion indeed — no  less  than  artificial  (he  was  accnstomed  to  say), 
is  to  a  limited  extent  a  fact  of  observation ;  and  the  practical 
question  is  to  determine  approximately  its  reach  of  application, 
and  its  sufficiency  as  an  actual  agency,  to  embrace  larger  series 
of  organic  changes  lying  beyond  the  scope  of  direct  human  ex- 
perience. It  is  for  the  rising  generation  of  conscientious  zoolo- 
gists and  botanists  to  attack  this  problem,  and  to  ascertain  if 
practicable  its  limitations  or  modifications. 

These  broad  and  fearless  views,  entertained  and  expressed  as 
early  as  1860,  or  1861,  exhibiting  neither  the  zealous  confidence  of 
the  votary,  nor  the  jealous  anxiety  of  the  antagonist,  received 
scarcely  any  modification  during  his  subsequent  years.  Nor  did 
it  ever  seem  to  occur  to  him  that  any  reconstruction  of  his  reli- 
gious^faith  was  involved  in  the  .solution  of  the  problem.  So 
much  religious  faith  indeed  was  exercised  by  him  in  every  scien- 
tific judgment,  that  he  regarded  the  teachings  of  science  but  as 
revelations  of  the  Divine  mode  of  government  in  the  natural 
world :  to  be  diligently  sought  for  and  submissively  accepted ; 
with  the  constant  recognition  however  of  our  human  limitations, 
and  the  relativity  of  human  knowledge. f  Not  inappropriately 
may  be  here  recalled  a  characteristic  statement  of  the  office  of 
hypothesis,  made  by  him  some  ten  years  earlier :  presenting  a 
consideration  well  calculated  to  restrain  dogmatism— whether  in 
science  or  in  theology.  **  It  is  not  necessary  that  an  hypothesis 
be  absolutely  true,  in  order  that  it  may  be  adopted  as  an  expres- 
sion of  a  generalization  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  and  pre- 
dicting new  phenomena  :  it  is  only  necessary  that  it  should  be 
well  conditioned  in  accordance  with  known  mechanical  prin- 
ciples. .  .  .  Man  with  his  finite  faculties  cannot  hope  in 
this  life  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  absolute  truth :  and  were 
the  true  theory  of  the  universe,  or  in  other  words  the  precise 
mode  in  which  Divine  Wisdom  operates  in  producing  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  material  world  revealed  to  him,  his  mind  would 
be  unfitted  for  its  reception.  It  would  be  too  simple  in  its  ex- 
pression, and  too  general  in  its  application,  to  be  understood 
and  applied  by  intellects  like  ours."]! 

*  ''  In  the  investigation  of  nature,  we  provisionally  adopt  fajpotheses 
as  antecedent  probabilities,  whioh  we  seek  to  prove  or  disprove  by  sub- 
sequent observation  and  experiment :  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  science 
is  most  rapidly  and  securely  advanced."  {Agricuit,  Report^  1856,  p.  406.) 

t  With  reference  to  the  intimations  of  the  comparative  antiquity  of 
man,  Henry  quoted  with  sympathetic  approbation  the  sentiment  so  Well 
expressed  by  the  Bishop  of  London  in  a  Lecture  at  Edinburgh,  that  **The 
man  of  science  should  go  on  honestly,  patiently,  diffidently,  observing 
and  storing  up  his  observations,  and  carrying  his  reasonings  unflinch- 
ingly to  their  legitimate  conclusions,  convinced  that  it  would  be  treason 
to  the  majesty  at  once  of  science  and  of  religion,  if  he  sought  to  help 
«lther  by  swerving  ever  so  little  from  the  straight  line  of  truth, '•  {Smith- 
sonian Report  for  1S6S,  p.  33.) 

X  Proceed.  Am,  Assoc.  Albany,  Aug.  1851,  pp.  86,  87. 
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INVESTIGATIONS  IN  ACOUSTIOS. 

DariDg  the  last  qaarter  of  a  centarj,  among  the  manj  intereits 
which  demanded  and  engaged  his  attention,  Henry  studied  with 
much  care  various  phenomena  of  acoustics,  and  added  much  to 
our  practical  as  well  as  theoretical  knowledge  of  this  important 
instrumentality.  In  1851,  he  read  a  communication  before  the 
American  Association,  "On  the  Limit  of  Perceptibility  of  a  direct 
and  reflected  Sound,"  in  which  he  gave  as  the  result  of  experi- 
mental observations,  the  subjective  fact  that  a  wall  or  other  reflect- 
ing surface  if  beyond  the  distance  of  about  35  feet  from  the  ear, 
or  from  the  origin  of  the  sound,  gives  a  distinguishable  echo  from 
the  sound ;  but  that  if  the  ear  or  the  sounding  agent  be  placed 
within  this  distance,  the  reflected  sound  appears  to  bleiM  com- 
pletely with  the  original  one.""  From  a  number  of  experiments,  he 
found  that  under  the  same  circumstances,  this  limit  of  percepti- 
bility did  not  vary  more  than  a  single  foot ;  but  that  under  differ- 
ing conditions  the  limit  of  distance  ranged  from  30  to  40  feet, 
(equivalent  to  a  difference  of  from  60  to  80  feet  of  sound  travel,) 
depending  partly  on  the  sharpness  or  clearness  of  the  sound,  and 
partly  on  the  pitch  or  the  length  of  the  soniferous  wave,  which 
affected  the  amount  of  overlapping  of  the  two  series.  These  re- 
sults imply  a  duration  of  acoustic  impression  on  the  ear  of  about 
one-sixteenth  of  a  second;  serving  to  show  that  16  vibrations  to 
the  second  must  be  about  the  lower  limit  of  a  recognizable  musi- 
cal tone.*  As  applied  to  lecture-rooms,  he  pointed  out  that  the 
ceiling  should  not  be  more  than  about  thirty  feet  high,  within  which 
elevation,  a  smooth  ceiling  would  tend  to  re-inforce  the  sound  of 
a  speaker's  voice,  f 

Many  experiments  were  afterward  made  on  the  resonance  of  dif- 
ferent materials,  by  means  of  tuning  forks.  While  a  tuning  fork 
suspended  by  a  fine  thread  continued  to  vibrate  for  upward  of  four 
minutes  with  scarcely  any  appreciable  sound,  if  placed  in  contact 
with  the  top  of  a  pine  table,  the  same  vibration  continued  bat 
ten  seconds,  but  gave  a  loud  full  tone.  On  a  marble  topped 
table  the  sound  was  much  more  feeble,  and  the  vibration  continued 
nearly  two  minutes.  While  the  tuning  fork  against  a  brick  wall 
gave  a  feeble  tone  continuing  for  88  seconds,  against  a  lath  and 
plaster  partition  it  gave  a  sound  considerably  louder  but  contina- 

*  This  does  not  seem  to  agree  with  results  obtained  hy  Savart  some 
twenty  years  previously ;  who  conolnded  from  obsenratioDS  with  the  flinot 
'*  that  BouDda  are  distiDctly  perceptible,  and  even  strong  when  oompoeed 
of  no  more  than  eight  vibrations  iu  a  second."  (^Rev.  Encyel,  July,  1832. 
Quoted  in  Sill.  Am.  Jour.  Sci.  for  1832,  vol.  zzii.  p.  374.)  This  latter  de- 
termination is  somewhat  difficult  to  reconcile  with  ordinary  observations, 
as  it  is  certain  that  intervals  of  one-eighth  of  a  second  would  give  a  v^ 
appreciable  rattle  to  almost  every  ear. 

t  Proceed,  Am.  Amoc,  Cincinnati,  May,  1851,  pp.  42,  43. 
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log  only  18  seconds.  On  a  large  block  of  soft  India-rubber  rest- 
ing on  the  marble  slab,  the  vibration  was  very  rapidly  extin- 
gnished,  but  without  giving  any  sensible  sound.  This  anomaly 
required  an  explanation.  By  means  of  a  compound  wire  of  copper 
aod  iron  inserted  into  the  piece  of  rubber,  and  having  the  extremi- 
ties connected  with  a  thermo-galvanometer  it  was  found  that  in 
this  case  the  acoustic  vibrations  were  converted  into  heat.  Sheets 
of  India-rubber  therefore  are  among  the  best  absorbers  and  de- 
stroyers of  sound.  A  series  of  experiments  was  also  made  on  the 
reflection  of  sound,  to  determine  the  materials  least  and  those  best 
adapted  to  this  purpose.  A  r^sum^  of  these  researches,  having 
reference  to  the  acoustic  properties  of  public  halls,  was  read  before 
the  American  Association  in  August,  1856. 

In  186&,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Experiments  of  the 
TJ.  S.  Light-house  Board,  Henry  commenced  an  extended  series 
of  observations  on  the  conduct  and  intensity  of  sound  at  a  distance, 
nnder  varying  meteorological  conditions.  Well  aware  that  for  the 
practical  purposes  of  giving  increased  security  to  navigation,  the 
experiments  of  the  laboratory  were  of  little  value,  he  undertook  a 
Domber  of  experimental  trips  on  board  sailing  vessels,  and  on 
steamers,  in  order  to  make  his  observations  under  the  actual  con- 
ditions of  the  required  service.  As  many  of  his  investigations 
required  intelligent  co-operation,  and  sometimes  at  the  distances 
of  many  miles,  he  associated  with  him  at  different  times,  among 
members  of  the  Light-house  Establishment,  Commodore  Powell, 
Commodore  Case,  Admiral  Trenchard,  Commander  Walker,  Cap- 
tain Upshnr,  General  Foe,  General  Barnard,  General  Woodruff, 
Mr.  Lederle,  and  other  engineers  of  different  Light-house  Dis- 
tricts, and  outside  of  the  establishment.  Dr.  Welling  and  others. 

At  the  outset  of  his  experiments,  he  found  that  sound  reflectors, 
vhich  play  so  interesting  a  part  in  lecture-room  exhibitions,  were 
practically  worthless  (of  whatever  available  dimensions)  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  or  concentrating  powerful  sounds  to  any  con- 
siderable distance.  At  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  two  a  large 
fiteam  whistle  placed  in  the  focus  of  a  concave  reflector  10  feet  in 
diameter  could  be  heard  very  nearly  as  well  directly  behind  the 
reflector,  as  directly  in  front  of  it.  In  like  manner  the  direction 
of  bell-mouths  and  of  trumpet-mouths,  was  found  to  be  of  com- 
paratively little  importance  at  a  distance ;  showing  the  remarkable 
tendency  to  diffusion,  especially  with  very  loud  sounds.  Most  of 
the  observations  made  on  ship-board  were  aftei^ward  repeated  on 
land ;  and  several  weeks  were  occupied  with  these  important  re- 
searches. 

"Daring  this  series  of  investigations  an  interesting  fact  was  dis- 
covered, namely,  a  sound  moving  against  the  wind,  inaudible  to 
the  ear  on  the  deck  of  the  schooner,  was  heard  by  ascending  to  the 
mast-head.    This  remarkable  fact  at  first  suggested  the  idea  that 
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8oand  was  more  readily  conveyed  by  the  upper  cnrrent  of  air  than 
the  lower.''  After  citing  observations  by  others  apparently  con- 
firming the  suggestion  of  some  dominant  influence  in  the  upper 
wind,  Henry  adds :  "  The  full  significance  however  of  this  idea  did 
not  reveal  itself  to  me  until  in  searching  the  bibliography  of  sound, 
I  found  an  account  of  the  hypothesis  of  Professor  Stokes  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  British  Association  for  1857,*  in  which  the 
effect  of  an  upper  current  in  deflecting  the  wave  of  sound  so  as  to 
throw  it  down  upon  the  ear  of  the  auditor,  or  directing  it  upward 
far  above  his  head,  is  fully  explained. "f  A  rough  attempt  was 
made  in  the  course  of  these  observations  (which  were  undertaken 
at  the  light-house  near  New  Haven,  Connecticut)  to  compare 
the  velocity  of  the  wind  in  the  upper  regions  with  that  near  the 
surface  of  the  earth.  *'  The  only  important  result  however  was 
the  fact  that  the  velocity  of  the  shadow  of  a  cloud  passing  over 
the  ground  was  much  greater  than  that  of  the  air  at  the  surface, 
the  velocity  of  the  latter  being  determined  approximately  by  mn- 
ning  a  given  distance  with  such  speed  that  a  small  flag  was  at  rest 
along  the  side  of  its  pole.  While  this  velocity  was  not  perbaps 
greater  than  six  miles  per  hour,  that  of  the  shadow  of  the  doad 
was  apparently  equal  to  that  of  a  horse  at  full  speed. "{ 

In  October,  1867,  a  series  of  observations  was  made  at  Sandy 
Hook  (New  Jersey)  with  various  instruments.  A  sound  reflector 
being  employed,  the  distance  at  which  the  sand  on  the  phonometer 
drum — carried  in  front,  ceased  to  move  was  51  yards,  as  compared 
with  a  distance  of  40  yards,  without  the  reflector.  At  a  greater 
distance,  with  a  more  sensitive  instrument,  the  ratio  was  very  mach 
diminished.  Experiments  were  also  made  on  the  relative  distances 
at  which  the  trumpet  affected  sensibly  the  drum  of  the  phonometer 
in  different  directions,  giving  as  their  result  a  limiting  spheroid 
whose  reach  in  the  forward  axis  of  the  trumpet  was  about  double 
that  in  the  rear  axis,  and  at  right  angles  to  the  axis/  was  about  a 
mean  proportional  between  the  two.  With  greater  distances, 
these  differences  were  evidently  very  much  reduced,  the  radii 
becoming  more  equalized.     In  the  summer  of  1871,  Henry  made 

*  Report  Brit,  Assoc,  vol.  xxiv.  2d  part,  p.  27. 

t  Report  of  Light  House  Board,  U.  8.  for  1874,  p.  92. 

t  This  difference  baa  siuoe  been  established  by  a  n amber  of  independ- 
ent observations.  Mr.  Glaisher  from  his  balloon  ascents  in  1863-1865, 
ascertained  that  the  upper  currents  of  air  are  frequently  five  or  six  timet 
more  rapid  than  the  surface  currents.  (Travels  in  the  Air,  p.  9.)  Prof. 
Cleveland  Abbe  remarks  :  *'  From  seven  balloon  ascensions  made  on  July 
4th,  1871,  at  different  points  in  the  United  States,  I  have  dedneed  the 
velocity  of  the  npper  currents  as  aboat  four  times  that  of  the  surface 
wind  prevailing."  (Bulletin  Philosoph,  Soc,  Washington,  Dec.  16,  1871, 
vol.  i.  p.  39.)  And  M.  Peslin  states  in  general  terms  :  "  It  is  certain 
according  to  all  observations  made  both  in  mountains  and  in  balloons, 
that  the  force  of  the  wind  increases  considerably  as  we  ascend  in  the 
atmosphere.*'  (Bulletin  International  de  VObserv,  de  Paris  et  deVObserv. 
Phys.  Cent,  Montsouris,  July  7, 1872.) 
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iDTestigations  at  different  light-stations,  on  oar  western  coast  of 
California. 

The  very  important  observation  that  a  sonnd  could  best  be  heard 
at  an  elevation  when  the  wind  is  adverse  (that  is  when  it  blows 
from  the  observer  towards  the  acoustic  signal,)  and  that  after  it 
had  even  been  entirely  lost  to  the  ear  in  such  case,  it  might  be 
regained  in  full  force  by  simply  ascending  to  a  snitable  elevation, 
•^admitted  apparently  bat  one  explanation,  namely  that  the  line 
of  saccessive  impulse  constituting  a  sound  beam  was  deflected  or 
bent  upwards  by  the  action  of  the  opposing  wind.  If— as  had 
already  been  shown  to  be  the  case  sometimes,  and  as  might  there- 
fore be  expected  generally, — the  adverse  wind  were  assumed  to 
be  a  little  stronger  at  the  elevation  than  at  the  surface  such  a  re- 
Bolt  would  at  once  follow.  "  The  explanation  of  this  phenomenon 
as  saggested  by  the  hypothesis  of  Professor  Stokes  is  founded  on 
the  fact  that  in  the  case  of  a  deep  current  of  air  the  lower  stratum 
or  that  next  the  earth  is  more  retarded  by  friction  than  the  one 
immediately  above,  and  this  again  than  the  one  above  it,  and  so 
on.  The  effect  of  this  diminution  of  velocity  as  we  descend  toward 
the  earth  is  in  the  case  of  sound  moving  with  the  current,  to  carry 
the  upper  part  of  the  sound  waves  more  rapidly  forward  than  the 
lower  parts,  thus  causing  them  to  incline  toward  the  earth,  or  in 
other  words,  to  be  thrown  down  upon  the  ear  of  the  observer. 
When  the  sound  is  in  a  contrary  direction  to  the  current,  an  oppo- 
Bite  effect  is  produced,  the  upper  portion  of  the  sound  waves  is 
more  retarded  than  the  lower,  which  advancing  more  rapidly  in 
consequence,  inclines  the  waves  npward  and  directs  them  above 
the  bead  of  the  observer."* 

From  several  observed  and  reported  cases  where  the  sound  of  a 
fog-signal  was  exceptionally  heard  to  a  greater  distance  against 
the  wind  than  toward  the  direction  of  the  wind.  Professor  Henry 
for  a  while  hesitated  to  give  the  hypothesis  of  Professor  Stokes 
an  unqualified  acceptance;  but  forced  as  he  was  constantly  to  recur 
to  it  as  the  only  plausible  explanation  of  the  ordinary  influence  of 
wind  on  the  transmission  of  sound,  he  finally  was  able  to  satisfy 
himself  that  even  the  apparent  exceptions  to  the  rule  were  really 
in  accord  with  it.  Having  more  than  once  observed  that  when 
the  upper  current  of  air,  as  indicated  by  the  course  of  the  clouds, 
is  in  an  opposite  or  different  direction  from  the  lower  or  sensible 
wind,  the  range  of  audibility  is  most  affected  and  favored  by  the 
Qpper  current,  it  was  a  natural  induction  to  extend  such  a  condi- 
tion in  imagination  to  other  cases  of  abnormal  behavior  of  sound. 
A  large  aroonnt  of  subsequent  labor  and  attention  was  devoted  to 
the  determination  of  this  important  question. 

*  Report  of  Light  House  Board  for  1874,  p.  106. 
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In  1872  it  was  observed  from  oq  board  a  steamer  approaching 
Portland  Head  station  in  the  harbor  of  Portland  (Maine)  that  the 
fog-signal  which  had  been  distinctly  heard  through  many  miles, 
was  lost  to  the  ear  when  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  point, 
that  it  continued  inaudible  throughout  the  nearer  distance  of  i 
mile  or  so,  and  that  it  was  again  beard  as  the  station  was  neared 
At  Whitehead  light  station  on  a  small  rocky  island  about  a  milt 
and  a  half  from  the  coast,  (being  some  65  miles  northeast  of  Port- 
land Head,)  it  was  observed  on  board  a  steamer  approaching  tbt 
station  during  a  thick  fog,  that  the  signal  (a  10-inch  steam  whistle) 
though  distinctly  heard  at  the  distance  of  six  miles  or  more,  sod 
with  increasing  distinctness  as  the  steamer  advanced,  was  suddenlj 
Jost  at  about  three  miles,  and  was  not  recovered  until  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  station ;  the  wind  at  the  time  being  ap- 
proximately adverse  to  the  sound.  A  six-inch  steam  whistle  oo 
board  the  steamer  was  meanwhile  distinctly  heard  at  the  station 
during  the  whole  time  of  inaudibility  of  the  larger  ten-inch  whistle, 
which  had  also  been  sounded  without  any  interruption.  This  re- 
markable phenomenon  implied  a  compound  flexure  of  the  sonnd 
beams,  and  accorded  with  previous  observations  made  at  the  same 
points  by  Qen.  Duane  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  first  and  second 
Light-house  Districts. 

In  1873  observations  were  again  made  at  Whitehead  station, 
and  at  Cape  Elizabeth  light  station,  both  on  the  coast  of  Massa- 
chusetts. At  Whitehead  the  steam  whistle  was  heard  through  a 
distance  of  15  miles,  with  a  light  adverse  wind.  At  Cape  Eliza- 
beth, with  a  stronger  adverse  wind,  the  siren  was  heard  oulj  about 
nine  miles. 

In  1874,  observations  were  made  at  Little  Oull  Island  (off  the 
coast  of  Connecticut) ;  at  Block  Island,  (off  the  coast  of  Khode 
Island);  and  at  Sandy  Hook  (New  Jersey).  At  Little  Gali 
Island  the  sound  of  a  siren  was  heard  against  a  moderate  wind, 
only  three  and  a  half  miles.  At  Block  Island  the  siren  was  reported 
to  have  been  heard  under  favoring  conditions  of  wind  through  a 
distance  of  more  than  25  miles.  While  it  was  frequently  heard  at 
Point  Judith  station,  and  the  siren  at  the  latter  point  was  as  fre- 
quently heard  at  Block  Island,  (the  distance  between  the  two  points 
being  17  miles,)  it  was  shown  on  comparison  of  records,  that  the 
two  instruments  had  not  been  heard  simultaneously;  the  wind 
when  favorable  to  the  one  being  unfavorable  to  the  other. 

At  Sandy  Hook,  for  the  purpose  of  making  simultaneous  ob- 
servations in  different  directions,  three  steamers  (the  tenders  of 
different  light-houses)  were  employed,  with  steam  whistles  specially 
adjusted  to  the  same  tone  and  power.  The  latter  quality  having 
been  carefully  tested  by  the  phonometer,  the  three  vessels  steamed 
out  abreast  on  trial;  and  their  whistles  sounding  in  regular  sac- 
cession  "  became  inaudible  all  very  nearly  at  the  same  moment/' 
One  of  the  vessels  being  then  anchored  at  a  distance  from  laud, 
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the  two  Others  were  directed  in  opposite  coarses,  one  with  the 
wind,  or  eastward,  the  other  against  it,  or  westward.  In  15 
minntes  the  whistle  of  the  former  ceased  to  be  heard,  while  that 
of  the  latter  was  very  distinctly  heard ;  the  anemometer  showing 
a  wind  of  abont  six  miles  per  hoar.  About  noon  the  yessels 
changed  positions,  but  the  sonnd  from  the  west  continued  audible 
for  about  three  times  the  distance  of  that  from  the  east,  though 
the  wind  bad  declined  to  nearly  a  calm  or  to  about  half  a  mile 
per  hour.  In  an  hour  and  a  half  the  wind  had  changed  to  "within 
two  points  of  an  exactly  opposite  direction,  blowing  from  the 
indications  of  the  anemometer  at  the  rate  of  ten  and  a  half  miles 
per  honr.''  The  vessels  once  more  departing,  one  with  the  wind, 
the  other  against  it,  the  sonnd  of  the  whistle  coming  against  the 
wind  was  this  time  heard  for  the  greater  distance,  contrary  to 
expectation.  On  the  following  day  a  number  of  small  balloons 
having  been  provided,  a  similar  scries  of  experiments  to  that  of 
the  preceding  day  was  made ;  a  station  being  selected  at  a  greater 
distance  from  land.  On  the  first  trial,  with  a  light  wind  from  the 
west  of  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles  per  hour  as  indicated  by  the 
anemometer,  a  balloon  was  set  off  which  continued  rising  and 
moving  eastward  till  lost  to  sight.  Two  of  the  vessels  taking 
opposite  courses  as  before,  gave  the  sound  in  the  direction  of  the 
wind  about  double  the  duration  of  that  coming  against  the  slight 
wind.  The  vessels  then  changed  places  in  their  opposite  courses ; 
the  wind  having  subsided  to  a  calm.  ''  A  balloon  let  off  ascended 
vertically  until  it  attained  an  elevation  of  about  1,000  feet,  when 
torning  east  it  followed  the  direction  of  the  previous  one.  In  this 
case  the  sound  of  the  whistle  coming  from  the  east  was  heard 
somewhat  longer  than  the  opposite  one.  At  the  third  trial  made 
after  noon,  the  wind  had  changed  nearly  one-third  of  the  circle,  its 
force  being  about  five  miles  per  hour.  The  vessels  once  more 
taking  their  courses  with  the  wind  and  against  it,  **  several  bal- 
loons set  off  at  this  time  were  carried  by  the  surface  wind  west- 
wardly  until  nearly  lost  to  sight,  when  they  were  observed  to  turn 
east,  following  the  direction  of  the  wind  traced  in  the  earlier 
observations."  In  this  case  the  sound  was  heard  with  the  wind 
very  slightly  farther  than  against  it.  It  was  thus  shown  that  the 
npper  current  of  wind  had  remained  constant  throughout  the  day, 
while  the  changing  surface  wind  was  apparently  a  land  and  sea 
breeze  "  due  to  the  heating  of  the  land  as  the  day  advanced :" 
and  the  varying  behavior  of  the  sonnd  beams  was  easily  explained 
by  the  varying  differences  of  velocity  in  their  wave  fronts  at  dif- 
ferent  heights. 

In  1875  Henry  continued  his  observations  at  Block  Island  (R. 
I)  and  at  Little  Oull  Island  (Conn.).  The  southern  light-house 
on  Block  Island  standing  on  the  edge  of  a  perpendicular  cliff  152 
feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  being  itself  52  feet  high  (to  its  focal 
plane),  this  point  was  selected  for  making  investigations  on  the 
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effect  of  altitude  In  modifying  unfavorable  conditions  of  audibility. 
Observers  were  accordingly  stationed  on  the  beach  at  the  foot  of 
the  cliff,  and  also  on  the  tower  200  feet  above,  to  record  simal- 
taneonsly  the  duration  of  the  whistle  signals  of  two  steamers  pro- 
ceeding in  opposite  directions  toward  the  right  and  the  left.  The 
sound  coming  against  the  wind  (of  about  seven  miles  per  hour) 
continued  audible  at  the  upper  station  four  times  longer,  (».  e., 
for  four  times  greater  distance)  than  at  the  lower  station.  The 
sound  coming  with  the  wind,  was  unexpectedly  heard  at  the  lower 
station  for  a  longer  period  than  at  the  upper  one.  Another  ob- 
servation (with  the  wind  about  five  miles  per  hour)  gave  for  the 
sound  against  the  wind,  rather  more  than  twice  the  distance  of 
audibility  at  the  upper  station ;  and  for  the  sound  favored  by  the 
wind,  a  slightly  greater  distance  at  the  top  than  at  the  bottom 
station.  The  next  observation  gave  as  before,  with  the  adverse 
wind,  the  advantage  of  more  than  double  the  distance  of  audibility 
to  the  upper  station ;  meanwhile  one  of  the  observers  at  the  foot 
of  the  cliff,  after  the  sound  was  entirely  lost,  managed  by  climbing 
to  a  ledge  about  80  feet  above  the  beach,  to  recover  the  signal 
quite  distinctly,  and  to  hear  it  for  some  time.  The  sound  coming 
with  the  wind  continued  ^o  be  heard  at  both  the  higher  and  the 
lower  stations  for  precisely  the  same  time,  giving  on  this  occasion 
no  advantage  to  either.  Observations  made  on  board  the  two 
steamers  while  moving  in  opposite  directions,  gave  for  the  sound 
travelling  with  the  wind  a  duration  and  distance  more  than  five 
times  that  for  the  sound  which  came  against  the  wind.  Five 
similar  experiments  gave  very  similar  results.  The  two  vessels 
moving  in  opposite  courses,  each  at  right  angles  to  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  gave  a  very  close  equality  for  the  reciprocal  dura* 
tions  of  the  sound.  In  the  following  month,  similar  observations 
were  made  at  Little  Gull  Island,  which  were  Tery  accordant  with 
those  made  at  the  former  station.  As  a  result  of  plotting  the 
ranges  of  audibility  in  different  directions  from  a  given  pointy 
producing  a  series  of  circular  figures  (more  or  less  distorted)  of 
very  different  sizes,  Henry  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  whole 
area  of  audition  is  less  in  high  winds  than  in  gentle  winds.  These 
investigations  as  their  author  well  remarks, — **  though  simple  in 
their  conception  have  been  difficult  and  laborious  in  their  execa- 
tion.  To  be  of  the  greatest  practical  value  they  were  required  to 
be  made  on  the  ocean  under  the  conditions  in  which  the  results 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  mariner,  and  therefore  they 
could  only  be  conducted  by  means  of  steam  vessels  of  sufficient 
power  to  withstand  the  force  of  rough  seas,  and  at  times  when 
these  vessels  could  be  spared  from  other  duty.  They  also  required 
a  number  of  intelligent  assistants  skilled  in  observation  and  faith* 
ful  in  recording  results."* 

♦  Report  of  the  [AgJu-hoase  Board  U.  S.  for  1875,  p.  107. 
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In  the  sammer  of  last  year,  IS1*1,  with  an  diminished  ardor,  he 
eontinaed  his  observations  on  sound;  selecting  this  time  Portland 
harbor,  Monhegan  Island,  and  Whitehead  light  station,  on  the 
coast  of  Maii\e.  At  the  latter  station,  the  abnormal  phenomenon 
of  a  region  of  inandibility  near  the  fog-signal,  and  extending  out- 
ward for  two  or  three  miles,  (beyond  which  distance  the  signal  is 
again  yery  distinctly  heard,)  had  for  several  years  been  frequently 
observed.  This  singular  effect  is  noticed  only  in  the  case  of  a 
southerly  wind  when  the  vessel  is  approaching  the  signal  from 
the  same  quarter,  and  consequently  with  the  wind  adverse  to  the 
direction  of  the  sound  beams,  a  condition  of  the  wind  which  is 
the  usual  accompaniment  of  a  fog.  The  observation  showed  this 
intermediate  "belt  of  silence"  to  be  well  marked  on  board  the 
steamer  both  on  approaching  the  station  and  on  receding  from  it 
by  retracing  the  same  line  of  travel.  Meanwhile  the  intermittent 
signal  whistle  from  the  steamer  was  distinctly  heard  at  the  station 
on  both  the  outward  and  homeward  trips  of  the  vessel,  through- 
out its  course.  The  next  set  of  observations  was  made  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  small  island,  by  directing  the  course  of  the 
steamer  northward;  and  in  this  case  the  shore  signal  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  throughout  the  trip,  while  the  signal  from  the  vessel 
passed  through  the  ''  belt  of  silence"  to  the  observers  at  the  sta- 
tion. The  hypothesis  of  a  local  sound  shadow  of  definite  extent, 
is  exclnded  by  the  simple  fact  that  the  regions  traversed  were 
entirely  unobstructed,  the  two  points  of  observation — movable 
and  stationary — being  constantly  in  view  from  each  other  when 
not  obscured  by  fog.  The  hypothesis  of  a  stationary  belt  of 
acoustic  opacity  is  equally  excluded  by  the  uninterrupted  trans- 
mission of  sound  through  the  critical  region  in  one  direction  ; 
and  this  too  whichever  order  of  observation  be  selected.  So  that 
in  one  of  the  cases  the  powerful  whistle  ten  inches  in  diameter 
blown  by  a  steam  pressure  of  60  pounds,  failed  utterly  to  make 
itself  heard,  while  the  sound  from  a  much  feebler  whistle  only  six 
inches  in  diameter  and  blown  by  a  steam  pressure  of  25  pounds, 
traversed  with  ease  and  fulness  the  very  same  space.  The  only 
hypothesis  left  therefore  is  that  of  diacoustic  refraction ;  by  which 
the  sound  beam  from  one  origin  is  bent  and  lifted  over  the  observer, 
while  from  an  opposite  origin  the  refraction  is  in  a  reversed  direc- 
tion ;  and  such  a  quality  in  the  moving  air  is  referable  to  no  other 
observed  condition  but  that  of  its  motion,  that  is  to  the  influence 
of  the  wind.  Observations  were  afterward  made  at  Monhegan 
Island,  on  some  of  the  more  normal  effects  of  the  refraction  of 
sound  by  differences  of  wave  veFocity,  all  fully  confirming  the 
supposition  which  had  been  so  variously  and  critically  subjected 
to  examination. 

The  principal  conclusions  summed  np  in  this  last  Report  for 
1817,  are :  1st.  The  audibility  of  sound  at  a  distance  depends 
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primarily  npon  the  pitch,  the  intensity,  and  the  quantity  of  the 
fioand  :  the  most  efficient  pitch  being  neither  a  very  high  nor  a 
very  low  one, — the  intensity  or  loudness  of  sound  resulting  from 
the  amplitude  of  the  vibration,  and  the  quantity  of  sound  result- 
ing  from  the  mass  of  air  simultaneously  vibrating.  2nd.  The 
external  condition  of  widest  transmission  of  sound  through  the 
air  is  that  of  stillness  and  perfect  uniformity  of  density  and  tem- 
perature throughout.  3rd.  The  most  serious  disturbance  of  the 
audibility  of  sound  at  a  distance,  results  from  its  refraction  by 
th&  wind,  which  as  a  general  rule  moving  more  freely  and  rapidly 
above  than  near  the  earth,  tends  by  this  difference  to  lift  the 
sound-beams  upward  when  moving  against  the  wind,  and  in  a 
downward  curve  when  moving  with  it.  4th.  When  the  upper 
current  of  air  is  adverse  to  the  lower  or  sensible  wind,  or  when- 
ever from  any  cause  the  wind  below  has  a  higher  velocity  than 
that  above — ^in  the  same  direction,  the  reverse  phenomenon  is 
observed  of  sound  being  heard  to  greater  distances  in  opposition 
to  the  sensible  wind  than  it  is  when  in  the  direction  of  the  surface 
wind.  5th.  While  suitable  reflectors  and  trumpet  cones  are  ser- 
viceable in  giving  promgient  direction  to  sounds  within  moderate 
or  ordinary  distances,  yet  from  the  rapid  diffusibility  of  the  sound- 
beams,  such  appliances  are  worthless  for  distances  beyond  a  mile 
or  two.  6th.  The  siren  has  been  frequently  found  to  have  its 
clearest  penetration  through  a  widely  extended  fog,  and  also 
through  a  thick  snow-storm  of  large  area.  7th.  Intervening  ob- 
structions produce  sound  shadows  of  greater  or  less  extent,  which 
however  at  a  distance  but  slightly  enfeeble  the  sound  owing  to 
the  lateral  diffusion  and  closing  in  of  the  sound  waves.  Sth.  The 
singular  phenomenon  of  distinct  audibility  of  sound  to  a  distance 
with  a  limited  intermediate  region  of  inaudibility  where  no  opUcal 
obstruction  exists,  is  due  sometimes  to  a  diffusion  of  upper  sound- 
beams  which  have  not  suffered  the  upward  refraction ;  sometimes 
to  the  lateral  refraction  of  sound-beams  or  to  the  lateral  spread 
of  sound  from  directions  not  affected  by  the  upward  refraction; 
and  very  frequently  to  a  double  curvature  of  the  refracted  sound- 
beams  under  an  adverse  lower  wind,  by  reason  of  the  wave  fronts 
being  less  retarded  by  the  lower  or  surface  stratum  of  wind  than 
by  that  a  short  distance  above,  and  at  still  greater  heights  being 
again  less  retarded,  and  finally  accelerated  by  the  superior  favor- 
ing wind. 

These  remarkable  series  of  acoustic  investigations  undertaken 
after  the  observer  had  considerably  exceeded  his  three  score  years, 
— perseveringly  continued  weeks  at  a  time,  and  sometimes  for 
more  than  a  month, — extending  through  a  period  of  twelve  years, 
and  pursued  over  a  wide  and  extremely  irregular  range  of  sear 
coast,  and  under  great  variety  of  both  topographical  and  meteor- 
ological conditions  —  untiringly   prosecuted  by  numberless  sea 
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trips  of  10,  15  and  even  20  miles  in  single  stretches,  in  calm,  in 
sanshine,  in  storm,  with  every  variety  of  disregarded  exposure, 
form  altogether  a  labor  and  a  research — quite  onequalled  and  un- 
approached  by  any  similar  ones  on  record.  As  a  result  of  so 
great  earnestness  and  thoroughness  in  the  conduct  of  an  enter- 
prise of  so  great  difficulty,  Henry  has  advanced  and  enriched 
onr  knowledge  by  contributions  to  the  science  of  acoustics  nn- 
qoestionably  the  most  important  and  valuable  of  the  century. 
By  persistent  cross-examination  of  the  bewildering  anomalies  of 
sound  propagation  nnder  wide  diversities  of  locality  and  con- 
dition, he  has  succeeded  in  evolving  order  out  of  apparent  chaos, 
— in  reclaiming  a  new  district,  now  subjected  to  the  orderly  reign 
of  recognized  l:iw, — arid  in  raising  the  plausible  but  long  neglected 
hypothesis  of  Stokes  into  the  domain  of  a  verified  and  fully  estab- 
lished theory.  Only  on  the  subject  of  the  ocean  echo  had  he 
failed  to  reach  a  solution  which  entirely  satisfied  his  judgment  ;*. 
and  at  the  ripe  age  of  four  score  years  he  had  mapped  out  a 
farther  extension  of  his  laborious  search  after  truth,  when  his 
beneficent  and  all  unselfish  purposes  were  cut  short  by  death. 

With  these  great  labors  (a  full  demand  upon  the  energies  of 
youthful  vigor)  fittingly  closed  the  life  of  one  whose  long  career 
had  been  dedicated  to  the  service  of  his  race, — no  less  by  the  un- 
recorded incitations  and  encouragements  of  others  to  the  prose- 
cation  of  original  research,  than  by  his  own  earnest  efiforts  on  all 
convenient  occasions  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  our  knowledge. 
Nor  is  it  permitted  us  to  indulge  in  vain  regrets  that  thirty  years 
of  such  a  life  were  seemingly  so  much  withdrawn  from  his  own 
chosen  ministry  at  the  altar  of  science,  to  be  occupied  so  largely 
with  the  drudgery  and  the  routine  of  merely  administrative  duties. 
True  though  it  be,  that  talents  adapted  to  such  functions  are  very 
much  more  common  and  available  than  those  which  form  the  sue- 
•cessful  interrogator  of  Nature,  who  that  knows  by  what  exertions 
Smithson's  wise  endowment  was  rescued  from  the  wasteful  dissi- 
pation of  heterogeneous  local  agencies  and  objects — by  what 
heroic  constancy,  and  through  what  ordeals  of  remonstrance  and 

*  "  The  qneatioD,  therefore,  remains  to  be  answered  :  what  ia  the  cause 
of  the  aerial  echo  f  As  I  have  stated,  it  mast  in  some  way  be  connected 
with  the  horizon.  The  only  explanation  which  suggests  itself  to  me  at 
present  is,  that  the  spread  of  the  sound  which  fills  the  whole  atmosphere 
from  the  zenith  to  the  horizon  with  sound-waves,  may  continue  their 
curvilinear  direction  until  they  strike  the  surface  of  the  water  at  such 
An  angle  and  direction  as  to  be  reflected  back  tp  the  ear  of  the  observer, 
la  this  case  the  echo  would  be  heard  from  a  perfectly  flat  surface  of 
water,  and  as  different  sound-rays  won  Id  reach  the  water  at  different  dis- 
tances and  from  different  azimuths,  they  would  produce  the  prolonged 
oharaoter  of  the  echo  and  its  angular  extent  along  the  horizon.  While 
we  do  not  advance  this  hypothesis  as  a  final  solution  of  the  question,  we 
shall  provisionally  adopt  it  as  a  means  of  suggesting  farther  experiments 
in  regard  to  this  perplexing  question  at  another  season. *'  {Report  of 
li^ht  House  Boards  1877,  p.  70.) 
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misconception,  of  contumely  and  denunciation,  the  modest  income 
of  the  fund  (husbanded  and  increased  by  prudent  management) 
was  yearly  more  and  more  withdrawn  from  merely  popular  uses 
and  interests,  and  more  and  more  applied  to  its  truest  and  highest 
purpose,  the  fostering  of 'abstract  research,  the  founding  of  a 
pharos  for  the  future, — the  "  increasing  and  diffusing  of  know- 
ledge among  men," — who  that  knows  all  this,  can  say  that  Henry 
was  mistaken  in  his  devotion,  or  that  his  ripest  years  were  wasted 
in  an  unprofitable  mission  ?  But  in  addition  to  this  vast  work, — 
accomplished  as  probably  no  one  of  his  scientific  compeers  would 
have  had  the  fortitude  and  the  indomitable  persistence  to  carrj 
through,  his  personal  contributions  to  qoodern  science  (as  has 
been  shown)  have  in  the  meantime  been  neither  few  nor  onim* 
portant. 

One  remarkable  circumstance  relating  to  Henry's  directorship 
of  the  Smithsonian  publications  (which  have  had  so  wide  a  dis- 
tribution and  influence)*  must  not  be  here  passed  over.  Having 
himself  amidst  the  absorbing  occupations  of  his  position  conducted 
so  valuable  original  investigations — on  the  strength  of  building 
materials, — on  the  best  illuminants  and  their  proper  conditions,— 
and  especially  in  his  last  great  labor  on  the  philosophy  of  sonnd, 
we  should  naturally  expect  to  find  them  displayed  in  the  ''  Smith- 
sonian Contributions ;" — where  in  interest  and  importance  second 
to  none  contained  in  that  extensive  and  admirable  series,  these 
memoirs  would  have  found  their  fitting  place,  and  have  given 
honor  to  the  collection.  But  as  if  to  avoid  all  semblance  of  a 
personal  motive  in  his  resolute  policy  of  administration,  he  pub- 
lished nothing  for  himself  at  the  expense  of  the  Smithsonian  fund; 
his  numerous  original  productions  being  given  to  the  pablic 
through  the  channel  of  various  official  reports.  And  thus  it  has 
occurred  that  his  writings  scattered  in  the  different  directions 
which  seemed  to  him  at  the  time  most  suitable,  with  little  thoaght 
of  any  special  publicity  or  perpetuity,  have  largely  failed  to  reach 
the  audience  which  would  most  appreciate  them.  And  many  of 
bis  most  valuable  papers — never  by  himself  collected — ^mastbe 
searched  for  in  unsuggestive  volumes  of  Agricultural  or  Light* 
House  Board  Reports. f 

*  **  The  number  of  copies  of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  distribated, 
is  greater  than  that  of  the  Transactions  of  any  scientific  or  literary 
society ;  and  therefore  the  Institution  offers  the  best  medium  to  be  foand 
for  diffusing  a  knowledge  of  scientific  discoveries/'  (^SmithMonian  Report 
for  1851,  p.  202.) 

t  Many  valaable  commnnications  made  to  the  American  AssoeiatioD, 
to  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  to  the  Washington  Philosophical 
Society,  and  to  other  bodies,  from  rough  notes,  which  their  author  was 
prevented  from  writing  fairly  out,  by  the  unceasing  pressure  of  his  mal- 
titudinoufl  official  and  public  duties,  have  unfortunately  been  published 
only  by  title. 
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For  him  it  seemed  enoagh  that  what  was  once  established, 
voald  not  be  wilHnglj  let  die ;  that  the  mediom  or  the  occasion 
of  communication  ^s  of  comparatively  little  consequence,  if  but 
a  new  fact  or  principle  were  thrown  into  proper  currency,  and 
dolj  accepted  as  part  of  the  world's  wealth  :  and  beyond  all  ordi- 
nary men  he  seemed  to  feel  the  insignificance  of  personal  fame  as 
compared  with  the  infinite  value  of  truth.  For  such  a  man  the 
most  appropriate  monument  would  be  a  full  collection  of  his 
writings,  produced  in  a  worthy  and  appropriate  style  of  publica- 
tion. 

PERSONALITY  AND  CHARACTER. 

Of  Henry's  personal  appearance,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  his 
figure,  above  the  medium  height,  was  finely  proportioned ;  that 
bis  mien  and  movement  were  dignified  and  imposing ;  and  that  on 
whatever  occasion  called  upon  to  address  an  assembly, 

"  With  grave  aspfet  he  rose,  and  in  his  rising  seemed 
A  pillar  of  state :  deep  on  his  front  engraven 
Deliberation  sat,  and  pablio  care." 

His  head  and  features  were  of  massive  mould  ;  though  from  the 
perfect  proportion  of  his  form,  not  too  conspicuously  so.  His 
expansive  brow  was  crowned  with  an  abundant  flow  of  whitened 
hair;  bis  lower  face  always  smoothly  shaven  expressed  a  mingled 
gentleness  and  firmness ;  and  his  countenance  of  manly  symmetry 
was  in  all  its  varying  moods,  a  pleasant  study  of  the  mellowing, 
moulding  impress  of  long  years  of  generous  feeling,  and  a  worthy 
exponent  of  the  fine  and  thoughtfiil  spirit  within  :  wearing  in  re- 
pose a  certain  pensive  but  benignant  majesty,  in  the  abstraction 
of  study  a  semblance  of  constrained  severity,  in  the  relaxation  of 
friendly  intercourse  a  genial  frank  and  winning  grace  of  expres- 
sion. Like  his  intimate  personal  friend  Agassiz,  he  seemed  to 
stand  and  to  move  among  men  as  the  very  embodiment  of  unfail- 
ing vigorous  health  and  physical  strength,  and  only  a  year  ago,  he 
walked  with  as  erect  and  elastic  a  carriage, — with  as  firm  and 
sprightly  a  step,  as  any  one  here  present. 

It  is  difficult  to  attempt  even  a  sketch  of  Henry's  intellectual 
character,  without  allusion  to  his  moral  attributes ; — so  constantly 
did  the  latter  dominate  the  former.  It  may  be  said  that  the  most 
characteristic  feature  of  his  varied  activities  was  earnestness,  and 
this  as  usual  was  the  offspring — as  much  of  a  moral  as  of  a  mental 
purpose. 

His  mind  was  eminently  logical ;  and  this  rational  power  was 
exhibited  in  every  department  of  his  theoretical  or  his  practical 
pursuits.  He  never  showed  or  felt  uneasiness  at  necessary  deduc- 
tive consequences,  if  the  premises  were  well  considered  or  appeared 
to  be  well  founded.     If  presented  with  the  problem  of  an  untried 
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case, — while  avowing  the  necessity  of  reserve  in  predicting  resalts, 
he  seemed  to  have  an  almost  intuitive  apprel^nsion  of  the  opera- 
tion  of  natural  law.  If  confronted  with  an  unfamiliar  phenomenoD^ 
whether  in  the  experience  of  others,  or  in  his  own  observations^ 
his  imagination  was  fertile  in  the  suggestion  of  test  conditions  for 
eliminating  varying  influences.  While  few  have  ever  held  the 
function  of  hypothesis  in  higher  estimation  as  an  instrument  of 
research,  no  one  ever  held  hypothesis  in  more  complete  sub- 
jection. 

As  a  lecturer  and  instructor,  he  was  always  most  successful. 
Free  from  all  self-consciousness, — without  attempting  oratorical 
display,  his  expositions — in  simple,  direct,  and  conversational 
language,  were  so  lucid,  satisfying,  and  convincing,  that  they 
enlisted  from  the  start  and  secured  to  the  close,  the  attentive 
interest  of  his  auditors. 

In  his  sympathy  with  the  pursuits  of  the  rising  generation  of 
physicists  was  ever  manifested  a  disposition  to  frequent  consulta- 
tion and  interchange  of  views  with  them ;  as  if  (aware  of  the  usual 
tendency  to  mental  ossification  with  advancing  years,)  he  thus 
sought  by  familiar  association  to  drink  at  the  fountain  of  perennial 
youth.  And  surely  no  one  was  ever  more  successful  in  retaining 
ife's  coveted  greenness  in  age ; — not  more  in  the  geniality  of  his 
affections  and  in  his  undimmed  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  for  man- 
kind,— than  in  his  intellectual  freedom  from  undue  prejudices,  and 
in  his  readiness  calmly  to  discuss  or  adopt  new  theories. 

And  this  leads  to  the  reflection  that  in  the  seeming  contrasts  of 
his  nature  were  combined  qualities  which  formed  in  him  a  resultant 
of  character  and  of  temperament  as  rare  as  admirable  With  this 
great  mobility  of  aptitude  and  of  circumspection,  this  adaptability 
of  mental  attitude,  he  yet  possessed  an  unusual  firmness  of  resolu- 
tion. With  a  manly  sturdiness  of  conviction  he  presented  an  un- 
varying equability  of  temper  and  of  toleration ;  and  with  perfect 
candor  as  perfect  a  courtesy.  With  a  characteristic  dignity  of 
figure  of  presence  and  of  deportment,  he  preserved  an  entire  free- 
dom from  any  shade  of  arrogance.  With  a  warm  and  active 
charity,  he  still  displayed  a  shrewd  perception  of  character ;  and 
while  ever  responsive  to  the  appeals  of  real  distress,  his  insight 
into  human  nature  protected  him  from  being  often  deceived  by  the 
wiles  of  the  designing.  Intolerant  of  charlatanism  and  imposture, 
he  was  capable  of  exhibiting  a  wonderful  patience  with  the  tedium 
of  honest  ignorance.  Posseissing  in  earlier  life  a  natural  quick- 
ness of  temper,  and  always  a  high  degree  of  native  sensibility,  his 
perfect  self-control  led  the  casual  acquaintance  to  regard  him  as 
reserved  and  unimpressible.  Of  him  it  may  be  truly  said  in 
simple  and  oft-quoted  words  : 

<*  His  life  was  gentle ;  and  the  elements 

So  mixed  in  him,  that  Nature  might  stand  np 

And  say  to  all  the  world — This  was  a  man  t*' 
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With  all  bis  broad  hnmanity,  he  possessed  bnt  little  of  what  \» 
known  as  *'  humor."  He  eonld  more  heartily  enjoy  the  ladicroas 
as  drolly  narrated  by  its  appreciative  victims,  than  when  sarcasti- 
cally recited  at  the  expense  of  another.  The  sparkle  of  wit  ha 
fally  appreciated  provided  it  were  free  from  coarseness  and  from 
personal  satire.  From  the  subordination  of  his  sense  of  humor  ta 
his  native  instinct  of  sincerity,  he  had  no  approbation — or  indeed 
tolerance  of  "  practical  jokes,"  holding  that  the  shock  to  the  feeU 
ings  or  to  the  confidence  of  the  dupe,  is  far  too  high  a  price  for  the 
momentary  hilarity  enjoyed  by  the  thoughtless  at  a  farcical  situa- 
tion.  Newspaper  hoaxes — literary  or  scientific,  in  like  manner 
recei^d  his  stern  reprobation,  as  uncompensated  injuries  to 
popular  trust,  and  to  the  cause  of  popular  enlightenment. 

Strong  in  his  unerring  sense  of  justice  and  of  right,  he  allowed 
no  prospects  of  personal  advantage  to  influence  his  judgment  in 
action,  in  decision,  or  in  opinion.  He  never  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunities  offered  by  his  position,  of  reaping  gain  from 
profitable  suggestions  or  favorable  awards:  and  he  never  willingly 
inflicted  an  injury  even  on  the  feelings  of  the  humblest.  This 
was  characteristically  shown  in  the  pains  taken  to  convince  tbo 
judgment  of  those  against  whose  visionary  projects  he  was  so  oftei> 
called  npon  to  report  in  the  public  interests  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  of  the  Light-house  service,  and  of  the  General  Oov« 
ernment : — often  expending  an  amount  of  valuable  time  and  of 
patience  which  few  so  situated  would  have  accorded,  or  could 
'have  well  afforded.  And  yet  on  the  other  hand  when  himself 
the  subject  of  injustice,  misconstruction,  or  abuse,  he  never  suffered 
himself  to  be  provoked  into  a  controversy ; — as  if  holding  life  too 
serious,  time  too  precious,  to  be  wasted  in  mere  disputation 
Least  of  all  did  he  ever  think  of  resorting  to  retaliatory  conduct 
or  to  the  expression  of  opprobrious  sentiments.  He  calmly  put 
aside  disturbing  elements,  and  seemed  endowed  with  the  power  of 
excluding  from  his  mental  vision  all  irritating  incidents.  In  that 
benignant  breast  there  harbored  no  resentments. 

To  those  who  knew  the  man, — to  those  who  have  enjoyed  the 
charm  of  his  more  intimate  society,  and  felt  the  magnetism  of  his 
cheery  presence,  how  poor  and  insufficient  must  appear  these  dis- 
jointed outlines  of  that  mental,  moral,  and  spiritual  nature,  which 
always  and  at  every  point  was  so  much  larger  than  it  seemed. 

Less  than  a  year  ago,  (on  the  evening  of  November  24th,  1 877,)  he 
delivered  in  this  place  before  this  Society  his  annual  address,  shortly 
after  his  re-election  as  its  President ; — an  address  which  as  we  be- 
held the  remarkable  fulness  and  freshness  of  the  speaker's  mental 
and  bodily  powers, — we  little  thought  was  in  reality  his  vale- 
dictory. In  it  he  concisely  yet  lucidly  portrayed  for  the  stimula* 
tion  of  more  youthful  physicists,  the  processes  and  the  qualities 
necessary  for  success  in  original  research ; — the  awakened  attention 
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to  "  the  seeds  of  great  discoTeries  coDStantlj  floating  around  as," 
— ^the  careful  obserTation,  the  clear  perception  of  the  actoal  facts 
nncolored  as  mach  as  possible  by  a  priori  conceptions  or  expec- 
tations,— the  faculty  of  perscTcring  watchfulness,  and  the  judg- 
ment to  eliminate  (with  all  due  caution)  the  conditions  which  are 
accidental,— the  importance  of  a  proTisional  hypothesis, — ^tbe 
conscientious  and  impartial  testing  of  such  by  every  expedient  that 
ingenuity  may  suggest, — ^the  lessons  taught  by  failure, — the  firm 
holding  of  the  additional  facts  thus  gleaned,  though  adverse  and 
disappointing, — the  diligent  pondering,  and  the  logical  applica- 
tion of  deductive  consequences,  to  be  again  examined  until  as  the 
reward  of  patient  solicitation,  the  answer  of  nature  is  at  lail  re- 
vealed. 

"The  investigator  now -feels  amply  rewarded  for  all  his  toil, 
and  is  conscious  of  the  pleasure  of  the  self-appreciation  which 
flows  from  having  been  initiated  into  the  secrets  of  nature,  and 
allowed  the  place  not  merely  of  an  humble  worshipper  in  the  vei«- 
tibnle  of  the  temple  of  science,  but  an  officiating  priest  at  the 
altar.  In  this  sketch  which  I  have  given  of  a  successful  investi- 
gation, it  will  be  observed  that  several  faculties  of  the  mind  are 
called  into  operation.  First,  the  imagination,  which  calls  forth 
the  forms  of  things  unseen  and  gives  them  a  local  habitation, 
must  be  active  in  presenting  to  the  mind's  eye  a  definite  concep- 
tion of  the  modes  of  operation  of  the  forces  in  nature  sufficient  to 
produce  the  phenomena  in  question.  Second,  the  logical  power 
must  be  trained  in  order  to  deduce  from  the  assumed  premises 
the  conclusions  necessary  to  test  the  truth  of  the  assumption  io 
the  form  of  an  experiment^  and  again  the  ingenuity  must  be  taxed 
to  invent  the  experiment  or  to  bring  about  the  arrangement  of 
apparatus  adapted  to  test  the  conclusions.  These  faculties  of 
mind  may  all  be  much  improved  and  strengthened  by  practice. 
The  most  important  requisite,  however,  to  scientific  investigations 
of  this  character,  is  a  mind  well  stored  with  clear  conceptions  of 
scientific  generalizations,  and  possessed  of  sagacity  in  tracing 
analogies  and  devising  hypotheses.  Without  the  use  of  hypotheses 
or  antecedent  probabilities,  as  a  general  rule  no  extended  series 
of  investigations  can  be  made  as  to  the  approximate  cause  of  casaal 
phenomena.  They  require  to  be  used  however  with  great  care, 
lest  they  become  false  guides  which  lead  to  error  rather  than  to 
truth."*  Who  that  listened  could  fail  to  see  that  the  speaker 
was  unconsciously  giving  us  precious  glimpses  into  his  own  expe- 
rienced 

Less  than  two  weeks  after  this,  he  suffered  at  New  York  a  tem- 
porary numbness  in  his  hands,  which  he  feared  might  threaten  a 
paralysis ;  but  a  subsequent  swelling  of  his  feet  and  hands  revealed 

*  Bulletin  Phil.  Soe,  Washington,  Nov.  24, 1877,  vol.  il.  p.  166. 
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to  his  physician  the  natore  of  his  inward  disease  as  a  nephritis, 
which  had  been  insidioosly  assailing  him  before  it  was  snspected, 
and  had  doubtless  been  aggravated  by  his  unremitting  scientific 
labors  continued  as  usual  through  his  last  summer  vacation.  Only 
a  month  before  he  died,  he  thns  described  the  commencement  of  his 
malady :  ''After  an  almost  uninterrupted  period  of  excellent  health 
for  fifty  years,  I  awoke  on  the  5th  of  December  at  my  office  in  the 
Light-house  Depot  in  Staten  Island,  finding  my  right  hand  in  a 
paralytic  condition.  This  was  at  first  referred  by  the  medical 
adviser  to  an  affection  of  the  brain,  but  as  the  paralysis  subsided  in 
a  considerable  degree  in  the  course  of  two  days,  this  conclusion  was 
doubted,  and  on  a  thorough  examination  through  the  eye,  and  by 
means  of  auscultation,  and  chemical  analysis,  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell 
and  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward  pronounced  the  disease  an  affection  of 
the  kidneys."* 

Aware  that  his  illness  was  fatal,  he  yet  felt  lulle&  by  that  strange 
flattery  of  disease  when  unattended  with  a  painful  wasting,  into  the 
thought  that  he  might  probably  survive  the  approaching  warmer 
weather;  and  folly  prepared  for  death,  with  the  sense  of  life  still 
strong  within  him,  he  planned  what  might  yet  be  accomplished. 

But  with  occasional  alternations  of  more  favorable  symptoms, 
with  the  ursBmia  steadily  increasing,  his  strength  slowly  declined  : 
and  as  he  lay  at  noon  of  the  13th  of  last  May,  [1878,]  with  grow- 
ing difficulty  of  breathing— surrounded  by  loving  and  anguished 
hearts — his  last  feeble  utterance  was  an  inquiry  which  way  the 
wind  came.  With  intellect  clear  and  unimpaired,  calmly  that  pure 
and  all  unselfish  spirit  passed  away — leaving  a  void  none  the  less 
real,  none  the  less  felt,  that  the  deceased  had  reached  a  good  old 
age,  and  had  worthily  accomplished  his  allotted  work. 

Oreat  as  is  the  loss  we  have  sustained  of  "  guide,  philosopher, 
and  friend,"  we  have  yet  the  mournful  satisfaction  of  reflecting  that 
his  influence,  powerful  as  it  always  has  been  for  good,  still  survives 
— in  his  works,  his  high  example,  and  his  unclouded  memory ; — 
that  our  community,  our  country,  the  world  itself,  has  been  bene- 
fited by  his  existence  here;  and  that  as  time  rolls  on,  its  course 
will  be  marked  by  increasing  circles  of  appreciation,  reverence, 
and  gratitude,  for  the  teachings  of  his  high  and  noble  life. 


*  Opening  Address,  written  for  tbe  meeting  of  the  National  Academj  of 
Sciences,  April  16th,  1878.  {Proceed.  Nat.  Acad.  Set.,  vol.  i.  part  2,  p. 
127.) 
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Adjoxtbnxd  Msstino.  -NoysMBsa  2,  1878. 

Continued  Memorial  Meeting, 

Yice-President  Willing  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  PsTSB  Pabksr  read  the  following  address  commemorative 

of 

joseph  henbt. 

Mb.  Pbssident  and  Members  of  the 

Philosophioal  Sooiett  of  Washington: 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  memory  of  oar  lamented  Presi- 
dent, Joseph  Henbt.  Many  have  already  pronounced  his  enlogy 
and  set  forth  his  rare  talents  and  influence  upon  the  world,  and  I 
need  not,  and  could  not  well  were  I  to  attempt  it,  add  to  your 
appreciation  of  Professor  Henbt,  his  life  and  character  as  a 
friend,  scientist,  his  eminent  serrices  in  the  department  of  sci- 
ence, and  as  a  Christian  the  highest  type  of  man.  For  twenty 
years  I  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Professor  Henbt, 
and  happily  associated  with  him  in  many  ways;  for  ten  years  as 
a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  I  have  never  knoum 
a  more  excellent  maTt.  His  memory  has  been  much  on  my  miod 
since  he  left  us,  and  I  often  find  myself  inquiring  how  he,  and 
others  like  him,  are  occupied  now?  His  connection  with  time 
is  severed,  but  his  existence  continues.  When  I  recall  the  names 
of  Bacre,  of  Page,  of  Agassiz,  and  Henbt,  and  others  of  sim- 
ilar intellect  and  virtues,  I  detect  myself  asking  the  question,  Are 
to  them  all  consciousness  and  thought  now  suspended  by  sepsra- 
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tion  from  the  body?  I  am  reluctant  to  believe  it.  Bat,  tbis  I 
believe:  ^e  Infinite  Father^ b  ways  are  right. 

It  seems  most  providential  that  Professor  Hsnby  had  the  op- 
portunity and  the  strength  to  give  in  person  his  last  words,  a 
priceless  legacy,  to  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  and 
through  that  association  to  the  civilized  and  scientific  world. 
I  refer  to  his  sentiment  that  ''  moral  excellence  is  the  highest 
Hgnity  of  man,^*  The  loftiest  talent  and  highest  attainments 
without  this  are  deficient  in  that  which  in  the  judgment  of  wise 
men  and  of  Infinite  Wisdom,  is  of  greatest  worth.  Was  there 
ever  a  man  from  whom  the  sentiment  could  come  with  a  better 
grace  I 

I  have  heard  the  opinion  expressed,  and  do  not  think  it  extra- 
vagant, that  the  letter  addressed  by  Professor  Henry  to  his 
valued  friend,  Joseph  Patterson,  emanating  from  such  a  mind, 
such  a  man,  at  the  close  of  a  protracted  life  of  singular  distinc- 
tion, was  worth  a  lifetime  to  produce.  It  has  been  read,  probably, 
by  millions,  in  various  languages,  and  will  be  by  future  genera- 
tions. The  best  tribute  we  as  members  of  tbis  Society  can  offer 
to  the  memory  of  our  first  President  will  be  to  emulate  his  vir- 
tues, and,  far  as  practicable,  to  imitate  his  urbanity,  his  candor, 
nobleness  of  mind  and  heart,  and  his  Christian  character. 

Professor  Henky  was  not  only  a  man  of  science,  a  discoverer 
of  nature's  latent  laws  and  forces,  but  a  sincere  believer  in  God, 
their  author,  and  in  His  atoning  Son.  To  quote  his  language, 
"We  are  conscious  of  having  evil  thoughts  and  tendencies  that 
we  cannot  associate  with  a  Divine  Being,  who  is  the  director  and 
governor  of  all,  or  call  upon  Him  for  mercy  without  the  inter- 
cession of  One  who  may  aflSIiate  himself  with  us." 

I  quote  in  conclusion  from  the  prayer  we  offered  at  his  funeral, 
to  which  we  repeat  our  sincere  Amen,  [The  lips  that  uttered 
them  in  one  short  month  became  silent  in  death,  and  the  two 
remarkable  men.  Professors  Joseph  Heney  and  Charles  Hodoe, 
closely  united  in  life,  were  not  long  divided  by  death.] 

"We  thank  Thee,  O  God,  that  Joseph  Henry  was  bom,  that 
Thou  didst  endow  him  with  such  rare  gifts,  intellectual,  moral, 
and  spiritual;  that  Thou  didst  spare  him  to  a  good  old  age,  and 
enable  him  to  accomplish  so  much  for  the  increase  of  human 
knowledge,  and  for  the  good  of  his  fellow  men ;  and  above  all, 
that  Thou  didst  hold  him  up  before  this  whole  nation  as  such  a 
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coQspicuoas  illustration  of  the  truth  that  moral  excellence  is  the 
highest  dignity  of  man. " 

The  following  address  by  Mr.  B.  Alvobd  was  also  read  :^ 

JOSEPH  HENBT. 

On  the  13th  May,  18t8,  Joseph  Henbt  died  in  this  city.  No 
body  of  gentlemen  have  had  such  opportunities  of  watching  the 
recent  career  of  this  distinguished  man  as  the  members  of  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Washington.  The  snddenness  of  the 
event  is  best  realized  by  us  when  we  recur  to  the  clearness  sod 
firmness  of  his  mind  as  evinced  in  contact  with  this  Society  the 
whole  of  last  winter.  His  annual  address  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, I87t,  was  replete  with  the  soundest  advice  to  those  who 
are  entering  on  scientific  investigations.  We  are  struck  with  the 
freshness  and  elasticity  of  his  mind  and  temper  in  his  allnsion  to 
the  method  of  scientific  observation  when  he  said:  "There  is  a 
"story  in  a  work  entitled  'Evenings  at  Home,'  which  made  an 
"indelible  impression  on  my  mind.  It  is  entitled  'Eyes  and  No 
"  Eyes,'  and  related  to  two  boys  who  started  on  a  walk  donng  a 
"  warm  snmmer  afternoon.  On  their  return,  one  was  fatigued, 
"dissatisfied,  having  seen  nothing,  encountered  only  dost  and 
"  heat ;  while  the  other  was  charmed  with  his  walk,  which  bad 
"been  over  the  same  ground,  and  gave  a  glowing  account  of  the 
"  objects  which  he  had  met  with,  and  of  the  reflections  which 
"  wera  awakened  by  them." 

Rarely  does  it  happen  that  the  labors  of  the  scholar  and  stu- 
dent are  continued  with  such  nndirainished  powers  up  to  the  age 
of  eighty.  Besides  his  mental  force  and  vigor,  it  is  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  equipoise  and  judicial  character  of  his  temperament 
and  organization.  This  fairness  and  carefnl  avoidance  of  hastj 
judgments  were  important  elements  in  his  position  as  Director 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  I  had  corresponded  with  him 
since  1850,  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  the  more  we  knew  of  him 
the  more  have  all  been  impressed  with  his  peculiar  fitness  for  his 
task  in  that  Institution. 

It  may  be  deemed  unnecessary  to  recur  to  the  amiable  traits 
of  his  private  character,  and  to  his  gentle  and  unostentatious 
demeanor ;  but  in  such  a  position  these  qualities  form  an  impor- 
tant element  in  pnblic  character.     Especially  did  this  appear  in 
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fais  ezemptioQ  from  dogmatism,  so  admirably  portrayed  in  the 
words  of  General  Sherman,*  that  he  was  free  from  the  "arro- 
gance of  wisdom."  This  was  aptly  said  of  a  man  who,  if  any 
in  this  country,  could  claim  the  right  to  dogmatize. 

The  generous  traits  of  his  character  are  most  vividly  shown  in 
the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  (Annual  Report,  p.  88,  Smith.  Inst., 
poblished  in  1858)  presented  by  the  late  Prof.  C.  C.  Felton  on 
the  matters  between  Samuel  F.  Morse  and  Prof.  Henry,  I  refer 
especially  to  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Mason,  Commissioner 
of  the  Patent  Office,  dated  March  31,  1856,  stating  that  he  was 
indnced  to  grant  the  extension  of  Morse's  patent  for  the  telegraph 
m  ''accordance  with  the  express  recommendation  of  Professor 
Henry."  It  did  not  require  the  repeated  dogma  of  the  Supreme 
Coart,  that  "  a  principle  is  not  patentable ;  its  practical  applica- 
tion to  some  useful  purpose  constitutes  the  invention"  (Brightly's 
Digest,  Vol.  I.  p.  609;  Vol.  II.  p.  275)  to  cause  Professor 
Henbt  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  patents, in  such  cases.  The 
bent  of  his  whole  life,  the  acme  of  his  ambition,  the  goal  of  his 
unflagging  industry,  was  the  discovery  of  scientific  truths,  the 
extension  of  the  boundaries  of  human  knowledge,  and  not  the 
acquirement  of  wealth.  Still  it  was  but  just  that  his  brilliant 
discoFeries  in  electro-magnetism,  so  essential  in  the  invention  of 
the  telegraph,  should  be  acknowledged. 

His  recent  investigations  and  experiments  in  sound  (as  we  of 
this  Society  have  all  seen)  all  bordered  on  the  inventions  of  the 
telephone,  the  phonograph,  and  the  microphone.  One  of  his  roost 
Taluable  suggestions  was  the  publication  by  the  Royal  Society 
of  London  of  the  Index  of  Scientific  Papers,  recently  completed 
in  nine  volumes,  the  preface  to  which  refers  to  its  origin  from  the 
recommendation  of  Professor  Henbt. 

On  the  15th  of  April  last,  a  month  before  he  died,  I  had  a 
memorable  conversation  with  him.  As  he  had  been  denied  the 
priYilege,  so  long  his  habit  and  pleasure,  of  attending  the  meet- 
ings of  this  Society,  I  recounted  for  his  amusement,  at  his  request, 
a  few  of  the  items  of  one  of  our  recent  meetings,  in  which  the 
fact  that  the  motion  of  the  inner  satellite  of  Mars  is  more  rapid 
than  the  motion  of  the  planet,  was  the  topic.    And  I  referred  to 

*  Bis  Address  at  PHuoetOD,  June  19, 1878. 
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some  of  the  theories  which  were  in  harmonj  with  the  Nebolar 
Hypothesis.  He  emphasized  his  firm  persuasion  that  howcFer 
we  may  sacceed  in  elucidating  and  confirming  the  Nebular  Hy* 
potbesis,  we  do  not  in  any  way  weaken  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  a  belief  and  a  faith  In  an  Omnipotent  First  Cause,  who  chooses 
his  own  devices  and  methods  to  create  and  sustain  the  machinery 
of  the  Universe.  Similar  sentiments  are  forcibly  presented  in 
his  remarkable  letter  of  the  12t&  of  April  last  to  a  friend  in  Phil- 
adelphia, printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  pamphlet  "/n  memoriam 
of  the  funeral  services." 

He  did  not  often  dwell  in  public  on  these  topics.  No  one  ever 
lived  more  tolerant  in  the  best  meaning  of  the  word  than  Joseph 
Henbt.  And  no  one  more  clearly  discerned  the  wisdom  and 
necessity  of  keeping  science  and  religion  in  their  independent 
channels,  so  that  neither  should  be  obstructed.  But  he  never 
held  that  for  this  purpose  it  was  necessary  to  lop  off,  or  stunt,  or 
suppress  the  delicate  tendrils,  the  emotions  and  intuitions  which 
may  lead  the  faithful*  student  to  such  thoughts. 

This  association  is  termed  the  Philosophical  Society.  And 
Prof.  Henbt  was  in  the  truest  and  most  comprehensive  sense  a 
Philosopher.  "P^i7os,"  a  lover;  **8opho8,"  wise— a  wise  lover; 
or  a  lover  of  wisdom.  It  is  true  that  the  word  is  generally  em- 
ployed in  reference  either  to  pure  and  abstract  science,  or  to  phe- 
nomena and  the  logical  deductions  from  those  phenomena.  And 
we,  here  in  this  Society,  mainly  dwell  on  the  signal  achievements 
of  Prof.  Henbt  in  those  domains,  and  on  the  traits  of  his  career 
and  character  which  have  thus  made  him,  emphatically,  in  the 
view  of  the  whole  world,  a  great  philosopher.  But  he  did  really 
attain  his  very  highest  position  as  a  philosopher;  he  was  in  the 
widest  sense  a  lover  of  wisdom,  of  truth,  and  of  nature,  with 
wonderful  insight  of  its  entire  economy,  when  he  went  beyond 
the  mere  cultivation  of  his  logical  faculties,  and  also  cherished  a 
contemplation  of  his  moral  and  spiritual  being,  and  of  all  the 
ties  and  elements  which  environ  man  in  the  creation. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Gill,  Pabkeb,  Welling, 
WooDWABD,  and  Elliott,  chiefly  with  regard  to  Professor 
Henbt  on  the  Darwinian  hypothesis  and  his  willingness  at  an 
early  period  to  receive  it  as  a  working  hypothesis  only. 
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Mr.  Nicholson  referred  to  experiments  condacted  by  him  ia 
1861  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Henry  on  the  six  metre  bar  of 
the  Coast  Survey  for  determining  its  expansion  by  heat,  and  a 
series  commenced,  but  not  completed,  for  determining  the  effect 
of  magnetism  on  metallic  bars,  showing  a  decided  effect. 

Mr.  Elliott  spoke  of  the  interest  he  manifested  in  the  higher 
applications  of  mathematics  especially  to  electricity,  and  the 
wish  on  bis  part  to  promote  the  branches  of  science,  with  which 
he  did  not  profess  to  be  completely  familiar. 

Messrs.  Antisell,  Pabker,  and  Fabquhab  spoke  of  the  en- 
couragement and  assistance  afforded  by  Mr.  Henby  to  young 
men  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  researches. 
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V. 

ON  THE  "  PRODROMUS  METHODI  MAMMALIUM'^ 

OF  STORR. 

Bt  THEODORE  QILL. 

(Rbad  Octobbb,  1874.) 

In  the  year  1780,  Dr.  Gottlieb  Conrad  Christian  Storr,  at  that 
time  prorector  and  a  professor  of  the  University  of  Tubingen, 
poblisbed  a  memoir  on  the  classification  of  the  mammals,  under 
the  title  **Prodromv8  Methodi  Mammalivm,^^^  which  has  attained 
a  certain  degree  of  celebrity,  and  which  at  the  same  time  is  ex- 
tremely rare.  For  nearly  two  years  I  endeavored  in  vain  to 
obtain  this  publication,  and  applied  to,  or  examined  the  catalogues 
of,  the  libraries  of  Congress  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
the  chief  libraries  of  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  New  York,  and 
also  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  the  Zoological  Society  of 
London,  and  the  Linnsean  Society  of  London,  and  in  the  eata- 
logues  of  none  was  the  work  mentioned.  Through  the  Agent  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  London,  application  was  also  made 
at  the  British  Museum  in  order  to  have  it  copied,  but  nothing 
was  known  there  of  the  publication.  By  a  happy  chance,  how- 
ever, a  copy  of  the  long  desired  work  was  recently  procured  by 
the  indefatigable  officer  in  charge  of  the  library  of  the  Surgeon- 
General's  office.  Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  in  a  lot  of  medical  theses 
purchased  by  him.  It  is  to  be  at  once  noted  that  this  disserta- 
tion is  a  pamphlet  of  43  pages  and  with  four  tables  of  classifica- 
tion annexed,  and  it  thus  corresponds  with  a  publication  noticed 
in  several  bibliographies  under  the  title  ''Prodromvs  Methodi 
Mammalivm  et  Avivm ;"  it  is  therefore  probable  that  no  other 
work  with  the  title  just  mentioned  exists.  If  conjecture  may  be 
hazarded,  it  is  possible  that  the  somewhat  similar  title  of  Illiger's 
work  has  been  confounded  with  and  carried  over  to  the  work  of 
Storr.  Storr's  Prodromus  is,  however  (with  the  limitations  here- 
after noted),  exclusively  confined  to  the  mammals,  the  birds  not 
heing  at  all  considered. 

'  Storr  (Gottlieb  Conrad  Christian).  Prodromvs  Mbthodi  Mammalivm. — 
—  I  Reotore  Vniversitatis  magnifloentissimo  |  aerenissimo  atqve  potentis- 
•imo  I  dvce  ao  domino  |  Carolo  |  dvce  WvrtembergiiB  ao  Tecois  regnaute, 

Irel.  rel.  |  —  |  Ad  institvendam  |  ex  decreto  gratiosn  faovltatis  medio» 
pro  legitime  conseqvendo  |  doctoris  medioiniB  gradv  |  inavgvralem  dig- 
pvtationein  |  propositvs  |  praaside  |  Gk)TTL.  Conb.  Chbist.  StooR  |  medioinn 
doetoTA,  hviTs,  chemiiB  et  botanioes  |  professore  pvblioo  ordinario  |  vni- 
▼enitatis  U.  T.  pro-reotore,  |  respondHnte  |  Priderico  Wolffer,  |  Bohnland- 
-       I  —  I   Tvbingce,  d.  Jul.  MDCCLXXX,  \  —  |  Litteria  Reisaiania. 


[4to,43pp.,  4Uble8.] 
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Storr,  after  general  remarks  on  methods  and  classification 
(which  would  contrast  rather  than  compare  with  the  views  corrent 
among  scientific  taxonomists  of  the  present  day),  discnsses  the 
classification  in  saccessively  narrowed  terms,  of  the  groups  in- 
cluding the  mammals,  dividing  them  as  follows : — 

(1)  The  animal  kingdom  into  two  agmina;  one  containing 
the  Bed-blooded  Animals  (Rubrisanquia),  and  the  other  the 
White-blooded  animals. 

(2)  The  agmen  Kubbisanquia  into  two  acies:  the  Warm- 
blooded and  the  Cold-blooded  animals. 

(3)  The  acies  of  Warm-blooded  animals  into  two  cloBsei: 
Mammalia  and  Ayes. 

(4)  The  class  Mammalia  into  three  categories  or  phalanget: 
one  (Pedata)  fitted  for  locomotion  on  the  land ;  the  second 
(Pinnepedia)  for  progression  in  the  water  rather  than  on  the 
land ;  and  the  third  (Pinnata)  for  progression  exclusively  in 
the  water.' 

(5)  The  phalanx  Pedata  into  two  cohortes:  distinguished,  one 
by  the  presence  of  claws  (Cohors  Unguiculata),  and  the  other 
by  the  presence  of  hoofs  (Cohors  Ungulata).' 

'  "Sedes  nlmiram  hisoe  antmaltbas  non  eadem  omnibus  facta  est: 
maxima  qaidem  ecram  pars  io  terra  potius  yitam  agit,  quam  in  aqai8,qiii- 
bu8dam  tamen  aquam  magis,  qaam  terram,  habitantibna,  aliqaibos  k 
aeqaori  perpetuo  commissis : 

Triplici  itaqae  vitae  generi  hand  paroior  respondit  fabrio»  mammalinm 
▼arietas : 

Terrena  qaidem  artnum  absolntissima  fabrioa  eminent,  qai,  ab  exortn 
liberi,  oommodeque  trnnoo  uexi,  maltipUoi  &  artifluiosissimo  perfioiendo 
motiii  aptati  sunt ; 

Aquatili  magis  quam  terrestri  vit»  dedltis  ninns  in  artobos  habilitatii 
est,  cum  integumeutis  trnnoi  ultra  medietatem  includantur,  postremiqoo 
prsoipae  artas  ad  imum  ventrem  reviuotl,  qaa  parte  demnm  solotiores 
prodeout,  apices  porrigant  ad  inoessam  minus  idonaoa,  ad  remigaodom 
contra  magis  adaptatos,  oomplanatos,  expausosqne.  Corpus  praterea  circa 
pectus  ampliatum,  hinc  magis  magisque  extennatum,  sic  quoque  pisciwB 

quandum  kabitudinem  induit. 

•         •         •         •.•         •         •         •         •         •         • 

Atque  sic  mammalium  classis  in  trea  neoedii  phalanges,**  pp.  16, 17. 

*  Neque  vero  haotenus  expositis  momentis  ita  exbauriuntur  omnes  fab- 
riose  eorum  modi,  omnisque  hornm  ferax  vitn  generis  varietas,  ut  nnllii 
porro  loons  sit  nltArioribus  modiflcationibus,  quas  yitn  genus  tulerit  subiode 
magis  magisque  definitum.  Quin  ipsa  artuum  conformatio  novo  orescentii 
varietatis  mox  exeroplo  est :  Bxtremi  pedatorum  mammalium  artus  eomiit 
quibusdam  muuinntur  laminis^  quae  pronti  in  sontuli  nncire  Incumhentii 
[Unguicutata']^  vel  nndeqnaque  circumjeoti  calceoli  [UnguLata']  fonnentar 
modnm,  plus  roinns  favent,  obsunt  partium  earnm  expeditis,  apto,  yalidofe 
motni.  Respondet  antem  reliquo  yit»  generi  bieo  qnoque  artuum  fabrioa. 
Neque  adeo  repudianda  erat  dndum  adnotata  n)  nnguiculatorum  uogu- 
latorumqne  animaliam  disorepantia,  quse  quippe  dignoscendis  prolie  infer- 
viat  plialangis  huina  ambis  ooliortibus:  Prima  sic  unguiculaiorum  coliori 
est,  Ruperimpositis,  neo  oiroumjectis  oorneis  istis  munimentis  ad  artoi 
extimos  armata ;  Altera  ungulatorum^  qiin  yelamento  tali  comeo  obdooU 
atque  oircumsoriptos  prodit  artuum  apices,    p.  18. 
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(6)  The  cohortes  ioto  respectively  three  ordines/  distinguished 
by  modifications  of  the  teeth  and  digestive  apparatus,  viz. :  (a) 
tbecohora  Unguiculata  into  the  ordinea  (1)  Primates,*  (2)  Ro- 
80RE8,«  and  (3)  Mutici  ;^  (6)  the  cohors  Ungnlata  into  the  orders^ 
(1)  JuMENTA,»  (2)  Pecora,*^  and  (3)  Bellu^." 

(7)  The  Ordo  Primates  into  two  missus,  distinguished  by 
the  presence  or  absence  of  hands :  Missus  (I.)  Manuati,  and 
Missus  (II.)  Emanuati." 

*  Pedatoram  mammalinm  ntraqae  oohors,  etqaidem  instrnmentornm 
mandncationia  babeatur  ratio,  ad  hoo  momentam  triplicem  varietatem  offe rt, 
ande  tot  ntriqae  ordines  sabjioiantar.    p.  21. 

*  Primus  none  nngaicalatoram  ordo  ea  de  oohorte  animalia  feligit,  qua 
mandnoationis  apparata  instraotisaimo  ao  perfeotissimo  eminent.    *    *    * 

*  Primatum  nomen  primo  ordini  mammalium  Linnsei  iam  auctoritate  con- 
eiliatum  haio  meas  methodi  niammaliutn  primo  nqne  ordini  fer^are  uallua 
dnbito,  qaum  eodem  primi  loui  titnlo  deuominatione  iata  atar,  roajorem 
licet  animaiiam  nnmernm  haio  ordini  odsoisui  prolate  me»  methodi  leges 

'  prscipiant.  Pleraque  hajas  ordinis  animalia  aaut  oarnirora,  vel  omni- 
Tora,  aliquibns  in  usnm  quoque  cedit  ▼ictus  regetabilis,  sed  frnctuum 
maziine  &  universe  partium  plantarum  probe  nutrientium.    pp.  21-25. 

*  Seeundus  Vnguiculatorum  ordo  dentaria  offioina  distinguitur  ad  roden- 
dnm  tarn  exquisite  adaptata,  at  rosorum  nomine  huno  ordinem  siguaro 
Tfffum  fuerit.    pp.  26-27. 

T  Terlitia  uAguiculatorum  ordo  manoa  dentarii  apparatus  conditione  ag- 
j      Doscitur.    p.  29. 

'  •  Ungulatomm  animalium  cohort!  tres  leque  ordines  subesse,  pr»signifi- 
eatom  fuit.    p.  29. 

>  Primus  nunc  horum  ordinum  cum  primo  nnguiculatorum  ordine  oom- 
mune  habet,  quod  dentium  omni  geuere  amb»  maxill»  poUeant.    *    *    * 

*  lumentorum  nomen  ordini,  qui  equum  recipit,  LinusBi  olimr)  Snditum 
iiiotoritate,  couaervari  etiamuum  puaae  visum  fuit.  p.  29. 

^  Pecorum  ordo^  ungulatorum  alter,  satis  quoque  conspicno  signatus  est 

[      nators  sigillo,  cum  uiaxillaruin  &  ▼entriculi  fabrioa,  k  pabnli  conficiendi 

)      modaa  alius  hujus  ordinis  animalibns,  qnam  cnique  alii,  obtigerit;  Unde 

I       k  ruminantiwn  nomine  ab  antiquissimus  temporibus  distingui  oonsueve- 

rnnt.   p.  29. 

"  BeUu4rum  indioandns  ordo  superest,  ungulatorum  animalium  lis  dioa- 
I  tos,  qtmad  manducalionis  apparatum  non  tarn  perpetua  circa  genus  den- 
tiom  sibi  aliud  aliudqne  reservatum  fabricse  oonformitate,  quam  maxilloso 
ore,  deniosisque  maxillis  agnoscuntur;  Omnia  enim  hujuA  ordinis  ani- 
malia prse^^raudes  exhibent  maxillas,  dentibusqne  plurimum  val^ntes, 
qnam  pierisque  angnlares  dentes  soleant  in  arma  excresoere,  extra  os 
ezserta,  vA  hiante  saltern  ore  minitantia,  feroque  aspectu  horrorem  incu- 
ti«ntia,  in  solitario  autem  Hydroohoeri  geuere  yalidorum  dentium  ingnns 
samerus  memorati  dentosarnm  maxillarum  oharacteris  sustineat  stabili- 
tttetn.  Praterea  &  corpulentia  insigni,  immo.  si  a  potiori  parte  fieri  de- 
noiniaationem  liceat,  immani  corporis  mole  eminent.  Virtu  quidem  vegf- 
ttbili  ntuntnr  at  oopioso,  &  qui  nutriendi  facultate  maxime  prsepoUeat. 
p.  30. 

^  Primatum  ordo  moz  peculiarem  artnnm  dliformitatem  exhibet :  Aliia 
Mkim  in  manus  efformantur  artus  extimi,  remoto  &  prao  reliquis  digitis 
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(8)  The  two  Missus  into  severallj  three  seciianes,  distingaished 
by  varioaa  characters." 

(9a)  The  sections  of  the  missus  Manuati  are  differentiated  bj 
the  modifications  of  the  members,  viz. :  Sectio  i.  Palmares,  with 
the  genus  Homo;^*  Sectio  ii.  Palmoplantabes,  with  the  gener* 
Simia^  Prosimia,  Procebus^  Tarsius^  Lemur:^^  Sectio  iii.  PukN- 
TABES,  with  the  genera  Didelphis  and  Phalanger}^ 

(96)  The  sections  of  the  missus  Emanuati  are  characterized 
(but  erroneously)  by  the  extent  to  which  the  feet  are  applied  to  the 
ground,  and  severally  embrace  the  following  genera,"  viz. :  Sec- 
tio I.  {Nocturni)  with  nine  genera,  Vespertilio,  Sorex,  Tcdpa, 
Erinaceus,  Meles,  Oulo^  MelUvora,  Ursus,  and  Nasua  .-'•  Sec- 
tio IL  (Unnamed),  with  two  coetus ;  one  (Olaces)  with  the  gen- 
era Procyon^  Ganis,  and  Hyaena;  the  other  (Unci)  with  PeUi 
alone  :'•  Sectio  iiL  (  Verminei),  with  the  genera  Viverra^  Muslela, 
and  LiUra.^ 

extensili  polltoe,  aliis  mannnm  sabsidio  orbatis,  qaibns  eeterofl  ad  digitos 
adpresBQs  pollex  est.  Sio  ordo  hio  iu  missus  binos  abit,  primum  qoidem 
manuatoruntf  emanuatorum  alteram,    p.  31. 

^  Manuatorum  denao  ad  ipsum  hoo  momentam  trifaria  observatar  diver- 
flitas,  tot  exprimenda  seetionibus,    p.  31. 

1^  Prima  sectio  palmares  habet,  qui  ad  anteriores  artus  exiimos,  palmas  ', 
diotos,  xnannati  sunt,  non  item  ad  posteriores  artus  ;  Posteriorom  artoam 

eztremam  partem  palmis  plant»  nomine  oppoui,  inter  Zoologos  oonatat.  : 

p.  31.  j 

^  Seeunda  sectio  palmoplantares  reoipit,  qaoram  &  palmao  manos  refemnt       ,  ^ 
h  plantaB.    p.  31.  j 

^  Plantaresj  plantis  quidem,  neqae  vero  palmis,  manaati,  sectionem  Ur-        \ 
tiam  stabiliant.   p.  31. 

17  Emanuatorum  missus  trifaria  conditione  metatarsomm  in  tres  abit  mc- 
iiones:   p.  34. 

^  Prostratis  k  ad  hamom  in  incessa  applicatis  metatarsis  prima  sedth 
distingnitar,  oui  genera  adsoribo  Vespertilionis  a),  Soricis,  Talpae,  Erinaeeit 
Melis^  Gulonis,  Mdlivorae  6),  CJrsit  Nasuae  (c) ;  Qaornm  quidem  animaliam 
a  vit»  genere  band  alienum  nocturnorum  nomen  videatnr.   pp.  34-35. 

1*  Sectio  seeunda  metaoarpis  atque  metatarsis  prasdita  snbelongatis  & 
arreotis,  tellnrem,  oum  inoedit,  non  his,  sed  digitorum  saltem  apicibas, 
attingit:  Peouliari  nnguium  infra  banc  sectionem  ooourente  disorepantia 
bines  eius  scissiones  stabiliuntnr ;  Quamm  prior  Axis  &  patentibus  dif^tiuota 
nnguibus,  ad  hoc  momentum  potiori  nngnionlatornm  parti  simili-m  se 
exhibet,  tria  complectens  genera,  qu»  h»o  sunt :  Procyon  <f),  Canis,  Hf- 
aena;  Odoratu  plnrimnm  valentes  besti»  Olaces  dioi  possint. 

Mobilibns  &  retractilibus  distinota  unguibus  altera  scissio,  cni  hamati, 
unci  inde  dicti,  ungues  sunt,  Felis  unum  genus  oapit,  quod,  speoiebas  licet 
ditissimum,  dinisionem  tamen  vix  admittere  videtur,  quum  in  ooUatione 
horum  animalium  einsmodi  dotium,  qa»  ad  docendaro  generis  varietatem 
reqniruutur,  nulla  adhuo  innotuerit  varietas.    pp.  36-36. 

^  Tertiae  sectionis  decUves  in  incessa  atque  aconrtati  turn  metatarsi,  torn 
prttsertim  metacarpi  sunt.  Cum  elongati  atque  inourvati  corporis  &  pedom 
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The  other  phalanges  and  orders  have  no  other  subdivisions 
than  into  genera,  and  are,  under  other  names  and  with  some  rec- 
tifications, except  the  Pinnipeda,  the  same  as  the  orders  of  Lin- 
osus.  The  tables  of  Storr,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  given, 
irill  convey  all  necessary  information  respecting  their  contents. 

The  analysis  of  this  classification  will  show  that  Storr  erred  to 
a  greater  extent  than  Linnsus  had  done  in  proceeding  from  the 
basis  that  because  modifications  had  certain  evident  relations  to 
the  economy  of  the  animal,  they  were  therefore,  and  to  the  de- 
gree of  their  physiological  influence,  of  importance  in  determining 
the  affinities  of  those  animals.  As  we  will  soon  see,  however,  he 
greatly  improved  upon  the  genera  of  the  systema  mammalium 
by  their  limitation  to  species  naturally  and  more  closely  allied. 

Proceeding  as  the  author  thus  did  from  a  physiological  basis, 
the  major  groups  proposed  by  him  cannot  be  compared  strictly 
with  those  at  present  recognized  by  naturalists,  but,  so  far  as 
regards  the  subordination  of  recognized  categories,  the  following 
names  are  as  nearly  synonymic  as  the  nature  of  the  facts  will 
allow.  For  it  must  be  further  remembered  that  the  term  "genus" 
has  undergone  .successive  restrictions  till  now  it  corresponds  with 
DO  named  section  of  the  older  writers,  their  genera  being  rather 
equivalent — among  the  mammals  at  least — with  the  familiea  of 
the  modems.  With  such  qualifications,  these  are  the  approximate 
equivalents,  viz  :— 

1.  The  two  agmina  are  Vertebrates 
and  Inyertebrates. 

2.  The  acies  are  Warm-blooded  and 
Cold-blooded  Vertebrates. 

3.  Class. 

4.  SabolasB. 

5.  Saperorder. 

6.  Order. 

8.  V  Saborder. 

10.  Family. 

11.  Snbfamilj. 

12.  Genas. 

Although  the  new  genera  were  not  characterized  in  distinctive 
diagnoses,  many  of  the  most  familiar  were  first  recognized  and 
introduced  into  the  system  by  our  author.  These  were,  however, 
only  enumerated,  along  with  the  old  genera,  as  the  final  divisions 
of  the  including  groups,  and  all  that  was  said  respecting  them 
was  placed  in  the  form  of  foot-notes.     These  foot-notes  are  here 

op*  abbreyiatornm  his  animalibns  ad  perreptanda  qnsqae  loooram  olaos- 
tra  plarironm  obtigerit  aptitndinis,  verminei  generia  uomen  positaro  olim 
foit.  Tria  in  hao  sectione  distingaatitar,  Viverrae^  Afustelaef  Lutrae  genera; 
Plara  etiam  deposcere  videtnr  speoieram  adhao  cognitarum  maltiplez, 
aeo  tamen  satis  extricata,  nee  ezhaa^ta  rarietas. 

(t) 


1. 

Agmen. 

2.  Acies. 

3. 

Class. 

4. 

Phalanx. 

5. 

Cohors. 

6. 

Ordo. 

7. 

Missns. 

I' 

BeoUo. 

%. 

Coetas. 

10. 

Qeoos. 
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reproduced  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  newly  named  or  newly 
modified  genera. 

The  newly  established  genera  were  named  respectively  (1) 
Prosimia  (adopted  from  Brisson  and  retained  for  the  Lemurs);*' 
(2)  Procebus  ({Established  for  Lemur  catta,  Linn.);**  (3)  Tarsitis 
(universally  accepted);"  (4)  Phalanger;^  (5)  Melea  (not  com- 

*>  t)  Prosimia  nomen  a  Gel.  Brisson  introdaotam  lis  adhibeo  Lemarem 
alias  valgatiori  nomine  signatis  auimalibnsi  quiB  oharaoterem  generis  re- 
vera  sastinent,  segregatarns  ea,  qu»  dentinm  distent  fabrica,  in  genernm 
limitiboa  deflniendis  magni  omnino  faoienda;  Neo  oonsangnineos  haic 
generi  Pennanti  Lemur  llamas  yideatur,  qaem  aliennm  qaoqae  odioaase 
modo  laadatam  Schreber  (1.  c.  p.  146)  moneo,  ne  forte  solas,  nimioTO 
daotos  sjstematis  amore,  ita  sentire  videar.  Commodius  hano  beetiam 
censaerim  ad  tertiam  referri  emanaatornm  seotionem,  qaoram  sio  novam 
indicarerit  onm  manaatis  ylncalam ;  Ita  vero  generis  i>eoaliari8  dignita- 
tem sibi  vindloaverit.   p.  32. 

"  u)  Prooebi  genas  stataendnm  Lemur  Catta  Linn,  postnlare  visas  est, 
dentiam  qnfppa  fabrica  satis  a  prosimiis  distinotas,  &  reliqna  forma  mo- 
riba-tqae  etiam  ab  iis  non  nibil  reoedens.  Singnlare  animal,  onjos  plnres 
noudam  species  nosoantar,  genere  seoemi,  neo  aroessitam,  neqne  nimis 
artifloiosam  iis  videbitar,  qai  porro  ciroumapioientes  nullibi  vel  generam, 
ordinnmre,  yel  classium  adeo,  imo  k  regnoram  in  natar»  imperio  tam 
ezasqaatam  depreheadant  modum,  at  speoierum  qnidam  namerns  ad  ge- 
nas stataendam  neoessarias  habendas  esset.  Lncalento  satis  argameoto 
faerit  liamanam  genas  in  si>eoies  neqaa  qnam  dirimendam,  Ticinam 
tamea  polymorpho  pitbeoino  generi,  neo  homogeneos  iamentornin  ordo 
juzta  peooram  ordinera  generam  fHracissimam  dignitate  saa  visas  fnerit 
ezoidere,  neqae  demam  longe  qaidem  angastior  mammaliam  olassis  pm 
vermiam  inseotorumve  namerosa  gente  nulla  habeatar.  pp.  32-33. 

>  x)  Viz  alio  in  geaere,  quam  eo,  quod  Lemuris  signari  nomine  oon- 
sueyit,  tot  animalia  ooo arrant,  alienissima  lioet  ingenio,  scriptornm  tameo 
arbitrio  intrasa.  Quod  qaidem  novo  mox'  speoimine  ezemplam  Tarsii 
oonftrmat  (J.  G.  P.  tirzleben  Sjrnt.  Regni  Anim.  p.  71.  Lemur  Tarsias. 
Lips.  1777.  8.),  animalis  tarsis  elongatis,  nnde  nomen  fortitam  est,  facile 
agnooendi,  neo  tamen  ea  niiioe  distinoti  nota,  qnam  pro  generis  discrimine 
dooeodo  neatiqaam  saf&cere,  paalatiua  longitadinis  plantaram  in  genere 
rosornm  ordini  fabieclo  obvia  progressio  oommonstrat  (P.  S.  Pallas  Noyft 
Species  Qaadrapednm  e  gliriam  ordine.  Brl.  1778.  4.  p.  88.  &  p.  276.  Qao 
loco  idem  aactor  Tarsinm  vocat  Lemarem  spectram)  ;  Sed  aliud  k  grare 
qaidem  disoernendi  Tarsii  generis  e  dentiam  diversa  fabrica  aooedit  arga- 
mentnm.  Moaendamqun,  dentes  huins  animalis,  ez  Ooeani  indioi  eztremis 
insnlis  oriandi,  Belgis  nomine  maoasarico  Podje  dioti,  ezploratis  plaribas 
speoiminibni),  paalo  alitor,  qoam  Jll.  Daabenton  ennmerantar,  desoribi 
JU.  Pallas  (L.  oit.  p.  275.)  *'  Primores  nempe  snpra  infraqne  tantum  binos 
maiusoalos,  obtusoa,  hino  oaninos  primaries  supra  a  primoribas,  qaibaa 
Tiz  longiores,  remotos,  infra  magnos,  primoribas  approximates,  turn  lania- 
rios  seoatidarios  minores  ubiqoe  binos,  quorum  supra  anteriorea  minores." 
pp.  33-34. 

^  x)  Phalanger  ad  Didelphidis  genas,  orientalis  addito  oognominsi 
aliis  relatus,  (P.  8.  Pallas  Miscellan.  Zoolog  Hag.  Gom.  1766,  4.  p.  59. 
Brzleben  Sjrst.  R.  A.  p.  79.)  tnm  snpra  (p.  27  8.)  memorata  dentiam  ooo- 
ditione  singnlari,  tum  h  feoundi  plants  digit!  oum  tertio  ooalitu  prorsus 
peonliari  distinotissimus,  genas  sistit  manifesto  satis  disorepans,  qain 
nonnihil  anomalnm.  p.  34. 
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mented  apon);  (6)  Oulo  (from  Klein  and  not  noted);  (7)  Melli- 
w>ra  (Act.  Holm.  Ittt,  t  4,  f.  3:  not  otherwise  referred  to); 
(8)  Nasua;^  (9)  Frocyon;^  (10)  Olia  (not  of  Erxleben,  but  em- 

*  e)  Qaod  Viyerris,  uasaa   &   Dario»  oognomine   adi«oto,   Linnaoos 

nalait  adsoribeni  (Syst.  nat.  T.  I.  p.  64.  2.  3.  Holm.  1766.  8),  areini  gen- 

arii  Tioini«  restitaeadam  animal,  at  genere  tamen,  at  &  Melem  &  Qnlo- 

neni,  ab  Urso  distingaeudam  esse,  tarn  ex  plnribus  aliis  argamentis,  tnm 

mazime  ez  dentiam  pedamqae  manifesta  ad  generaliorem  qaidem  modam 

eom  arsino  genere  oonrenientia,  eoratndem  tamen  momentoriiin  ad  spe- 

oialorem  modnm  sna  singalis  expen^a  disorepantia,  legitime  oolligere  mihi 

▼ideor,  neo  rationes  ceterarum  dotiam  obesse  Jato.    Pollionlns  oerte  pato- 

rios  tarn  Nasoa,  tarn  Mells  adstraendie  cam  Vi^erris  oonsangainitati 

,      (^/iMieii6acA  Handbuch  der  Naturgeschichte.   S.   96.  97.    GStt,   1779.  8.) 

I    Dallas  snffioit,  cam  neo  Vi^errU  omnibns,  neo  solis  oompetat  ( Affiiiitatam 

I    animaliain  Tab.  Praes.  J.  Herrmanno.  Reap.  G.  C.  Wttn.  Argent.  1777  4). 

I    p.  35. 

1  '  d)  Maltiplioe  onm  ntiia  oomparatione  hoo  qnidem  animal  obscaratnra 
sapius  quam  illnstratam  fait :  Tarn  ProsiroiiB,  turn  Cani  dotibas  qnibusdam 
simile  indioat  Jllnstrisaimas  Comes  de  Haffon  (HUt.  nat.  gen.  &  part.  T. 
VIII.  le  Raton.),  qai  Metis  qaoqae  ianioris  formam  &  stataram  in  eo  dep- 
rebendit.  Nfo.  Jll.  Daabeuton  (ib.)  dissentit,  qui  pr»terea  Tulpini  rosiri 
nrget  slmilitodinem.  Meli  adeo  oongener  idem  feoit  animal  Anatomies 
miscellanea  anotor  Major,  qui  follicnlam  el  patorium  affinxit,  ab  aliis 
Bcriptoribos  reieotam,  denuo  aatem  &  geminum  qaidem  propositam  ano- 
tore  Rrxleben  (1.  o.  p.  165),  oai  yisam  gland  alas  Daabentonio  aduotatas, 
I  inzta  intestinam  reotam  sitas,  inqae  hoo,  intra  anam  ample  ntriuqae 
•  Mtio  hiantea  in  follicalos  patorios  transfignrare.  Ad  Ursam,  nomine 
lotoris  addito  Linnseas  retalit  (Sjst.  Nat.  T.  I.  p.  70.)  ab  ipso  obser- 
Tatom  descriptnraqae  animal  {Der  Kd'nigL  Sehtoed,  Akad,  d,  Wias.  Ab- 
kandl.  au8  d,  J.  1746.  B.  9.  S.  300  ff.  Uarnb,  1753.  fed  gratia  argnmenta 
oppoBoit  &  ipse  avtopta  Roloff  (M4m.  de  TAcad.  Roi.  Ann,  1756.  Berl. 
1758.  p.  149.  M.)  Nasa»  adfine  idem  animal  in  patria  haberi,  commune 
ntriqae  Coati  nomen  (J.  de  La6t  norns  orbia  Lngd.  Bat.  1633,  fol.  p.  553. 
0.  Marggravii  de  Liebdtatt.  Hist.  rer.  nat  BrasilitB  Lngd.  Bat.  1648.  fol.) 
indioat.  Discrimen  data  opera  exposnit  laudatas  Baffon  (1.  o.),  yixque 
)  Alio,  qaam  topograph!,  errore  accidere  potait,  at  Linnaana  hnins  bestio 
I  desoriptio  ad  Nasa»  hi^toriam  in  opere  Baffoniano  referretar.  Cani,  eias^e 
!  speoiei,  valpi,  analognm  domestioa  qnoqne  coropellatio  (Q.  Charleton 
txeroitationes.  Oxon.  1677.  fol.  p.  15.  M.  Catesbjr,  nat.  hist,  of  Carolina 
&o.  app.  p.  29.  Lond.  173.  fol.)  pronnntiat,  neo  raids  abladit  alia  etiam- 
Bam  batTfs  India  ocoidentalis  colonis  familiaris,qai  Boschhoen  den  rooant^ 
teste  Nob.  Res  pendente,  oai  ibi  oommomorato  noiissimum  animal  fait.  Bed 
dsiiominationnra,  qnas  aliqaando  ineptissimas  nsas  fovet,  aaotoritatem 
Binos  tatam  inter  alia  &  Felis  nomen  Americana  eidem  animali  inditnm 
•ommonstrat  (J.  D.  Meyers,  Vorstellung  allerhand  Tluere  und  ihrer  Scelete 
N^rnb,  1748,  fol.  71  ///.  t,  18.).  Ex  ipsa  oontemplatione  natara  haius 
tnimaiis  manifesta  eins  cam  olaoibos  neoessitado  abande  elaoescere  vide- 
tar;  N*h}  sola argamento  faerit,qaa  plurimam  valet,  nasi  sagaoitas (<ScAto0d. 
Abkandl.  a,  a,  «<.),  qaam  &  reliqaaram  partiam  ingeniiqae  oongraentia 
•St  looalenta  praestent  dooomenta.  Ceteram  &  idem  animal  olaoam  cam 
soctamia  ad^trait  vioiniam,  cam  more  qaidem  reliqaorum  sni  coetas 
soimaliam  sabelonfratis  &  arrectis  metatarsis  gandeat,  neo  nisi  digitis 
tsllarem,  oom  inoedit,  feriat,  at  plantis  simal  ita  fabrefactis  polleat,  at 
rtdnm  sistens,  renitensve  adpressis  firmiter  ad  hamam  talis  potentioft 
it  lastinere  yaleat.   pp.  35-36. 
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bracing  the  Myoxi  and  other  forms);*'  (11)  Lagomys  (an  annate- 
ral  and  undefined  combination  of  forms  with  squat  bodies,  but 
.  typified  by  species  of  Arctomys) ;"  (12)  Procavia  (equiFaleof  to 
Hyrax  of  Herrmann)  ;•  and  (13)  Ro8maru8.^ 

New  names  were  also  conferred  on  genera  retained  with  oid 
limits  because  they  did  not  come  up  to  the  ideas  of  Storr  in  r- 
spect  to  purity  or  aptness.  These  were,  (1)  CcUaphractus  (= 
JDasypus,  Linn.);  (2)  Pholidotus  (=  Mania,  Linn.);  (3)  Aria 
(=  0ms,  Linn.);**  (4)  Taurus  (==  Bos,  Linn.);  and  (5)  Diodm 
(=  Monodon,  Linn.)." 

The  elimination  of  the  species  necessarily  connected  new  ideas 
with  the  old  genera  from  which  they  were  rejected,  and  thus  the 
following  were  modified,  but  by  implication  rather  than  by  distinct 
diagnoses:  (1)  Simia  (by  the  rejection  of  Frosimia,  ProcduB, 
and  Tarsius) ;  (2)  Ursua  (by  the  exclusion  of  Meles,  Gulo,  and 
Frocyon)\  (3)  Cams  (Hy«na  being  excluded) ;  (4)  Viverra  (by 
the  elimination  of  the  Nasuce) ;  (5)  Mustela  (by  the  remoTsl  of 
Oulo) ;  (6)  Mu8  (by  the  rejection  of  his  "  Olirea^^  and  **Lago- 
myes^^),^ 

The  other  genera  were  retained  from  previous  authors,  m : 

^  h)  Gliriam  species  eodem  animo  affero,  nominibas  potissimam  Jll 
Pallaa  nans,  qui  singula  h»o  animalia  ad  maris  genua  rerocat:  M. 
tamaricinas.  M.  longipes.  M.  oafer.  M.  sagitta.  M.  jaoalua.  M.  uitadolA. 
H.  ayellanaiias.  H.  glis.  p.  39.  • 

"  0  Seqanntnr  in  enndem  finem  nomina  apeoiernm,  landato  PalUs 
pariter  ad  mures  traotarum,  qua  mihi  genus  oonstituunt,  Logomys,  neo 
Arotomys  dictum,  nam  Lepori  aptius,  quam  Urao,  oomparari  posse  rid^- 
autur.  DioendiB  species,  nominibna  111.  Pallas  ssque  adhibitis,  h»  soot: 
M.  arenarius.  M.  songarus.  M.  fnrunoulna.  M.  crioetus.  M.  aocedula.  M. 
phsBus.  M.  lagurua.  M.  gregalis.  M.  aooialis.  M.  csconomns.  M.  ratlliis. 
M.  glareolua  Scbreberi.  M.  monax.  M.  marmota.  M.  empetra.  M.  arctomvs. 
M.  oitillua.  M.  lemmns.  M.  torquatufi.  M.  hadsonins.  M.  talpinoa.  II.  ca* 
pensia.  M.  aapalax.  M.  typclua.    p.  39. 

"  k)  ProcaviiB  genus  africanum  animal  conatitait,  at  patria,  aio  dotibos 
quamplnriraia  a  Cavis  geuere  diatinotum,  Cavia  capenaia  111.  Pallas  die- 
tarn  (Spicileg.  Zoog.  fascic.  II.  pag.  16,  sa.  Berol.  1767.  4.).    p.  40. 

^  q)  Rosmari  binoa  in  snperioii  maxilla  primores  detezit  III.  Sohfeb«r 
iSdugthiere,  II.  Abtheilung  S.  260.).    p.  41. 

"  Tbe  genera  (1)  Ovis  and  (2)  Bo$  were  also  renamed  independenUj, 
many  jeara  afterwarda,  by  Rafinesque  in  aooordanoe  with  the  aame  prin- 
oiplea  (1 )  Arie8  and  (2)  Taurus, 

*  0  Vulgari  circa  liuiua  animalis  fabricam  error!  nimium  favere  Modo- 
dontia  nomen  rideatur.   p.  42. 

*  g)  Murini  generia  liroitea  qui  mihi  atatnantnr,  expeditiaalme  spjwi* 
erum  brevia  reoenaio  explanabit ;  Sunt  h» :  M.  Caatoreua  (Castor  Zibe- 
thioua  Linn.).  M.  amphibina.  M.  arualia.  M.  agrariua.  M.  saxatilia.  M. 
alliarina.  M.  minntua.  M.  betulinua.  M.  Tagus.  M.  atriatua.  M.  rattns. 
M.  mnaonlua.  M.  sylvaticaa.  M.  decumanoa.  M.  pylorides.  M.  caraco  M. 
Aoricinua  Hermann!,   p.  39. 
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(a)  from  LinnsBus,  the  genera  (1)  Homo;  (2)  Didelphis;  (3)  Ves- 
p&miio;  (4)  S<yrex;  (5)  Talpa;  (6)  Erinaceus;  (7)  Felis;  (8) 
Lm^o;  (9)  Hystrix;  (10)  Castor;  (11)  Sciurus;  (12)  Lepus; 
(13)  Bradypiis;  (14)  Myrmecophaga ;  (15)  Equiis;  (16)  Came- 
/u«;  (17)  Cervus;  (18)  MoBchus;  (19)  iSii3;  (20)  Rhinoceros; 
(21)  Hippopotamus;  (22)  Phoca;  (23)  Tricheckus  (=Manatu8 
of  later  authors);**  (24)  Delphinus;  (25)  Physeter;  and  (26) 
Balaena:  (b)  from  Erxleben,  the  genus  (1)  Hydrochoerus :  (c) 
from  Leske,  Lemur  (=  Galeopithecus,  Pallas,  and  later  writers)  :** 
from  Brisson  (who  was  not  a  binomial  writer)  the  genera  (1)  Pro- 
simia;  and  (2)  Oiraffa;  and  (d)  from  Steller,  Manatus  in  a  mod- 
ified form.** 

The  punctnation,  capitalization,  and  orthography  of  the  origi- 
nal are  retained  in  the  excerpts  here  given.  The  letters  in  italics 
(c,  etc.)  before  the  notes  are  also  repeated  from  the  original  foot- 
notes. The  words  inclnded  in  brackets  [  ]  in  the  tables  are  in- 
serted bj  the  present  writer  in  explanation  of  the  text. 

^  r)  Obsonrnm  animal  Dngong  iTrichechua'i  diotam,  oppido  a  prseoe- 
dente  gehere  [Rosmarus]  dUtinotam  &  nomine  distingaendumvisam  fuit. 
p.  41. 

*  y)  Lemnram  nomen,  in  agilissima  adhao  memorata  animalcnla  nnllo 
modo  qnadrans,  aptins  seryari  animali  visum  fait,  Lemaris  ^olantis  nom- 
ine aactoribud  plerisqae  venieuti,  pecaliaris  antem  sibi  vindloanti  generis 
loenm,  ouias  charaoterem  paaois  at  nervose  reddidit  Cel.  Leske  (^Anfangs- 
grUnde  der  NiUurgesetdchie,  L  Th.  p.  121.  Leipz,  1779.  8).    p.  34. 

*  s)  Stellero  memoratnm  animal  Manati  qnidem  nomine  signatnm 
(Nov.  Comm.  ao.  so.  Petropol.  T.  II.  pag.  302),  ez  desoriptione  potias  ad 
pinnatoram  relegaverim  pbalangemt   p«  41. 
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'•*. 
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'* 


PhaUnzI. 
Padatoram. 

Gohon  I. 
Vngnioalatoram. 

^       Sjb       ^ 

♦        4S^        4A& 

4i^  ^  ^ 

Ordo  I.      Ordo  II.      Ordo  IIL 
PrimaUi.  Bosores.     Ilatiol. 


TABVLA  GENEBAIiIOB. 

Imp  erii  N  atvra. 
Regni  Organ  ioi. 
Reipvblioa  Auimalivm. 
Agminis  RybrisaDgvivm. 
Aoi«8  Calidornm. 
Classis  I.  Mammalivm. 
^  ^  ^ 

Phalanx  II.        Phalanx  IIL 
Pinuipednm.  Pinnatomnu 


% 


m 


'* 


* 


•* 


Cohora  II. 
Vngalatoram. 

Sjb     A     ^ 

♦       *       ♦ 

^y  "^p  ^y 

Ordo  I.      Ordo  IL     Ordo  IIL 
Jamenta.     Peoora.      Bellas. 
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[PHALANX  I.    PEDATAJ 

[OOHOBS  I UNGTJIOULATA,] 

TABUIiA  SPEOIAIJOB  A. 


$    Seotio  I.    .    .    . 

Homo  [L.] 

$     [Palmares.  31.] 

• 

5 

Simla  [L.] 

• 

$ 

Prosimia  [Brisson.] 

$  Missus  L  «o.  Seotio  II.  .     .     . 

Prooebus  [Storr.] 

\    Manuati.  [Palmoplantares.32.] 

Tarsias  [Storr.] 

i 

§ 

Lemur  [Leske.] 

$ 

§ 

. 

Mammalinm 

5 
§  Seotio  III.     .     . 
[Plantares.  33.] 

Didelphis  [L.] 
Phalanger  [Storr.] 

Pedatornm 

Vngnioalatoram 

'  Vespertine  [L.] 

0   r   d    o      I . 

Sores  [L.] 

Primates. 

Talpa  [L.] 

§ 

Erinaoens  [L.] 

$ 

Seotio  I.      .     . 
J     [Nootnmi.  35.] 

Meles  [Storr.] 

$ 

Gnlo  [Storr.] 

§ 

$ 

MellWora  [Storr.] 

$ 

5 

Ursus  [L.] 

§ 

$               $  Coetas  I. 

L  Nasua  [Storr.] 

$  MissuB 

II.              $  [Olaoes.  35.] 

•  Prooyon  [Storr.] 

Emanuati.  ^  Seotio  II.  ... 

CaDis  [L.] 

$                  §                 1 

.  Hyana  [Storr.] 

$                   $ 

Coetns  II. 
[Unoi.36.] 

Felis  [L.] 

^                                1 

'  Viverra  [L.] 

$  Seotio  III    .     . 

Mnstela  [L.] 

[Verminei.  37.] 

.  Latra  [L.] 
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S 

'  Hystrix  [L.] 

Castor  [L.) 
Mas  [L.] 

s 

OrdoU. 

GUs  [Storr.] 

•        • 

Bosorei. 

Scinras  [L.] 

Mammallnm 

s 

Lagomjs  [Storr.] 

» 

Cania  [Klein.] 

Pedatornm 

» 

Procaafa  [Storr.] 

VngnioaUttomm 

Lepos  [L.] 

a 

s 

s 
s 

BradTpos  [L.] 

s 

Ordo  III. 

CaUphraotos  [Storr.] 

IK 

Mntioi. 

Pholidotnt  [Storr.] 
Mjrmooophaga  [L.] 
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TABVIaA  8PEOIALIOB  O. 

[COHORS  II.— UNGULATA.] 

Ordo  I. 
$  ......        Eqans  [L.] 

§      laments. 


Mammalittm     $ 

Pedatoram  *<f»^*ot  Ordo  IL 

VngaUtoram     §  Peeora 


Camelofl  [L.] 
GIraffa  [Brissoii.] 
Aries  [Storr.} 
Antilope  [L.] 
Taarus  [Stoir.J 
Cera  as  [L.] 
Mosohas  [L.] 


Ordo  III. 
Bellas 


6as  [L.] 

HydroohoBrns  [Bnd.] 
Rhinooeros  [L.] 
Elephas  [L.] 
Hippopotamos  [L.] 


[PHALANX  II.   PINNIPEDAJ 


Mammalia 
Unnipeda 


Phoca  [L.] 
Rosmaros  [Sohreber.] 
Tricheoos  [L.] 
Manatas  [Steller  f] 


CPHLANX  III.    PINNATA.3 


Mammalia 
Pinnata 


^  Delphinas  [L.] 
Diodon  [Storr.] 
Physeter  [L.] 
Balana  [L.] 
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ON  THE  NUMBEE  OF  WORDS  USED  IN  SP^AKINQ 
AND  WRITING. 
By  EDWARD  8.  HOLDBN. 
(Rbad  January  30,  1875.) 

The  question  which  I  have  proposed  to  myself  is  to  determine 
the  size  of  mj  own  vocabulary  ;  that  is,  to  fix  approximately  the 
number  of  words  of  which  I  may  be  supposed  to  be  master.  To 
do  this  accurately t  two  things  are  necessary  :  first,  the  collected 
works  of  an  author,  and  second,  the  time  necessary  to  form  a 
complete  concordance  to  these.  In  my  own  case  neither  of  these 
prerequisites  is  fulfilled,  and  indeed,  the  object  of  the  attempt  is 
not  to  fix  with  absolute  certainty  the  number  in  question,  but 
simply  to  get  an  approximate  solution,  and  if  possible  to  deter- 
mine the  limit  of  error  in  the  result  I  approached  the  subject, 
as  almost  every  one  will  do,  with  the  impression  that  this  voca- 
bulary was  very  small.  The  only  basis  for  this  opinion  that  I 
know  of,  is  a  statement  of  Marsh  that  an  intelligent  man  will  use 
in  speaking  and  writing  less  than  10,000  words.  My  impression 
was,  that  this  number  was  too  small,  and  it  was  to  determine  hov 
much  too  small  that  I  undertook  the  research. 

For  my  purpose  I  define  a  word  to  be  a  symbol  printed  in 
capital  letters  in  Webster's  Dictionary,  edition  of  1852. 

In  turning  over  the  leaves  of  a  dictionary  one  meets  with  three 
classes  of  words :  1st,  those  which  one  is  certain  truly  belong  to 
him  and  are  constantly  used  in  writing  and  speech ;  2d,  those 
which  one  might  use  in  writing  or  very  formal  conversation,  hot 
which  it  requires  a  moment's  consideration  to  determine  to  include 
or  not  to  include  in  one's  vocabulary  ;  and  3d,  those  rare  or  extre* 
ordinary  words  which  one  unhesitatingly  rejects.  It  is  to  be  noted, 
however,  that  technical  words  are  not  all  in  this  last  class,  althoogfa 
a  large  part  of  this  class  is  composed  of  them.  For  example,  the 
vocabulary  of  the  geologist  contains  many  technical  words  which 
I  never  use  in  writing  or  speech,  and  this  is  true  of  other  specialists; 
80  that  the  3d  class  of  words  mentioned  above  would  not  include 
the  same  words,  by  any  means,  for  different  members  of  this  Society. 

Literary  men,  however,  would  probably  be  nearly  unanimoasio 
their  selection  of  this  third  class.  Perhaps,  here  is  the  place  to 
say  that  we  ought  to  expect  that  the  vocabulary  of  a  literary  man 
of  even  the  highest  class,  like  Thackeray,  would  be  smaller  than 
that  of  Huxley,  for  example.  In  counting  the  number  of  words  in 
the  dictionary  which  are  properly  to  be  included  as  in  habitaal 
use,  one's  natural  tendency  is  to  include  too  many  of  the  2d 
class  spoken  of,  that  is,  too  many  words  whose  meaning  is  per- 
fectly well  understood,  which  would  be  intelligible  if  met  with  in 
reading,  and  which  yet  might  not  be  used  i    a  lifetime. 
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I  hare  sedulously  endeayored  to  ayoid  this  tendency ;  and,  in- 
deed, I  have  gone  over  many  of  the  pages  prefioosly  examined, 
finding  not  more  than  one  per  cent,  of  words  wrongly  marked  as 
my  own. 

I  will  give  an  account  of  my  method  of  proceeding,  asking 
attention  to  its  details.  As  the  basis  of  the  inquiry  I  chose 
the  unillustrated  edition  of  Webster's  Dictionary  of  1852 ;  un* 
Olostrated,  because  the  average  number  of  words  to  a  page  could 
be  more  easily  had,  as  the  page  was  not  broken  up  by  cuts.  This 
edition  contains  1281  pages  of  defined  words.  I  first  proceeded 
to  find  the  relative  frequency  of  the  various  letters  of  the  alpha- 
bet as  the  initial  letters  of  words.  This  has  of  course  been 
often  done,  but  I  do  not  know  where  to  refer  to  it  The  number 
of  pages  devoted  to  each  letter  in  my  edition  is  as  below : — 

A  90.6;  B69.6;  C  136.0;  D  77.8  ;  E  55.9  ;  P  58.7  ;  G  38.3; 
n44.1;  156.3;  J  8.2 ;  K6.7;  L40.2;  M  58.6 ;  N  19.6;  O 
27.6;  P  106.1;  Q  8.0 ;  R69.7;  S  150.5;  T  fi4.3 ;  TJ  35.6; 
V  20.6 ;  W  33.0 ;  X  0.4 ;  Y  2.9 ;  Z  1.6.  The  tenths  were  esti- 
mated.    The  order  of  frequency  as  initial  letters  is  then  : — 

1,  S;  2,  C;  3.  P;  4,A;  5,  D;  6,R;  7,B;  8,  T;  9,P;  10, 
M;  11,  I;  12,  E;  13,  H;  14,  L;  15,  O;  16,  U;  17,  W;  18, 
0;  19,  V;  20,  N;  21,  J;  22,  Q;  23,  K;  24,  Y ;  25, Z  ;  26,  X. 
The  relative  frequency  can  be  deduced  from  the  numbers  first 
gi?en,  and  the  further  consideration  that  there  were  1281  pages 
of  words  in  this  dictionary. 

Mj  next  step  was  to  find  the  average  number  of  words  to  a 
page :  to  this  end  I  counted — 

10  pages  in  S  and  found 
10     '*       **  C   "       " 

1A         II  (I     p       II  11 

1      II        "  TT    ''        " 
t      II        '*   Y   "        " 

I     II      "  z   ''      '' 

83     "      containing 

1  page  averages 
The  book  contains 

I  then  proceeded  to  count  the  words  that  I  use  in  writing  or 
speaking.  This  was  done  rapidly,  jet,  as  I  have  said,  it  was  en- 
deavored to  keep  out  all  unusual  words  except  such  as  I  felt  that 
I  had  an  undoubted  right  to  retain. 

Each  word  which  in  the  text  is  printed  in  capitals  was  counted 
once  for  itself,  but  each  of  its  meanings  was  not  counted:,  except 
that  a  verb  whether  transitive  or  intransitive  was  only  once 
counted.  The  counting  was  not  done  on  a  uniform  plan  ;  and  I 
^11  give  each  result  as  it  was  obtained^  in  order  that  a  verifica- 
^OQ  can  be  had,  if  desired. 
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655 

763 

91 

69 

84 

2383 

ti 

72.3  words 

92,488  words. 
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I  first  ooanted  in  A,  S,  C,  P  the  foar  letters  most  freqaently 
used,  then  in  E,  H,  L  and  others  aboat  the  mean,  and  then  in 
K,  T,  Z  those  which  occur  rarest  as  initials. 


[. 

II. 

III.              IV. 

V. 

Letter. 

Paget  of  Book. 

No.  of  Fagei.  Total  Words.  Words  i 

4  r  A 

pp. 

I  to 

16.6 

16.6*            1199 

500 

1      8 

u 

974  ♦• 

979 

455 

200 

2      C 

« 

162  " 

166 

300 

86 

3  I  P 

II 

790  " 

793 

300 

107 

9 

r^ 

II 

462  " 

463 

2*               144 

31 

10 

M 

II 

716  " 

717 

2»                145 

51 

11 

I 

II 

590  " 

591 

2»                144 

44 

12 

B 

II 

380  " 

384 

4»                289 

115 

13  . 

H 

M 

560  " 

554 

4*                289 

100 

14 

L 

»l 

666  " 

670 

4»                289 

110 

15 

G 

*l 

492  " 

493 

2»                145 

53 

16 

U 

II 

1210  " 

1211 

2»                144 

37 

17 

W 

II 

1248  " 

1249 

2»                145 

29 

23 

K 

,      II 

638  " 

632 

4»                289 

102 

24 

Y 

II 

1278  " 

•.• 

59 

20 

25 

Z 

II 

1281  " 

... 

84 

14 

ToUl,      4420  1599 

N.  B.  The  nnmbers  prefixed  to  the  letters  In  the  first  colamn  denote  tht 
order  of  freqneocy  of  those  letters  as  initials. 

This  would  give  33,456  words  inmj  vocabulary,  and  this  seems 
too  great.  I  cannot  see,  however,  how  my  process  is  not  a  fair 
one.  One  point  where  I  may  be  in  fault,  may  be  in  the  determi- 
nation of  the  total  number  of  words  included.  At  the  beginniog 
and  at  the  end  of  each  letter  of  the  alphabet  there  is  a  blanlE 
space,  which  I  have  estimated  can  hardly  be  more  than  15-1  Ot^ 
of  a  page  on  the  average,  or  4  or  at  most  5  pages  in  all.  This 
space  has  been  counted  as  full,  and  hence  we  ought  to  subtract 
from  92,488  =  the  toial  number  of  words,  about  300  on  this 
account.  Dr.  Webster  states  in  hi.s  preface  to  the  first  edition, 
that  it  contains  between  70,000  and  80,000  words ;  and  in  the 
preface  to  the  edition  of  1840  it  is  stated  that  "several  thousand" 
words  have  been  added.  Probably  there  are  at  least  90,000  words 
included :  which  would  reduce  the  number  of  "  words  used." 
slightly.  The  entire  number  of  words  in  the  latest  editions  of 
Webster's  Dictionary  is  110,000,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the 
error  in  the  concluded  total  number  of  words  is  not  great 

It  then  becomes  important  to  scrutinize  carefally  the  other 
term  of  the  ratio,  t.  «.,  the  number  of  words  marked  as  used.  A* 
I  stated,  on  examining  several  pages  of  words  which  I  marked 
as  v^ed,  I  found  an  error  of  about  one  per  cent. 

Since  my  first  scrutiny  I  have  asked  my  friend  Mr.  Fsurqnhar, 

*  The  nnmbers  in  oolnmn  IV,  opposite  numbers  in  oolnmn  Ilf,  dl^ 
tingnished  with  asterisks,  were  derived  hy  maltiplying  snch  disoriminatcd 
numbers  bj  72.2 ss  the  average  namber  of  words  on  a  page. 
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Assistant  Librarian  in  the  Patent  Office,  to  count  the  number  of 
words  which  he  would  use  on  8  of  the  pages  previously  counted  hj 
me.  He  has  done  so,  and  on  pp.  550  to  554  in  H,  where  I  find  100 
he  has  marked  142  ;  and  on  pp.  380  to  384,  where  I  find  115,  he 
finds  131.  This  counting  and  selection  was  done  in  the  most  de- 
liberate and  critical  way,  and  the  excess  of  his  numbers  over  mine 
shows  not  only  that  hi^  vocabulary  is  larger  than  mine,  but  it 
further  shows  that  my  estimate  was  fairly  made  ;  and  this  is  a 
point  I  am  very  glad  to  have  so  clearly  established. 

I  have  a  letter  from  the  eminent  Prof.  Whitney,  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, on  this  subject,  portions  of  which  I  quote  :  "  I  do  not  see 
that  your  method  is  not  one  which  should  yield  a  tolerably  accu- 
rate result,  nor  am  I  disposed  seriously  to  question  the  accuracy 
of  the  result  you  have  reached."  Prof.  Whitney  refers  to  Marsh, 
Lectures  on  the  English  Language,  p.  181-2,  who  says  that  one 
person  may  be  able  to  wield  50,000  of  the  100,000  English  words, 
but  that  "few  writers  or  speakers  use  as  many  as  10,000 ;  ordi- 
nary persons  of  fair  intelligence  not  above  3000  or  4000." 

Since  the  receipt  of  Prof.  Whitney's  note  I  have  determined 
from  Mrs.  Mary  Cowden  Clarke's  "Complete  Concordance  to 
Shakspere"  the  number  of  words  in  his  vocabulary.  Here, 
however,  we  have  incomplete  data,  as  "all  nouns  and  verbs 
spelled  alike  are  placed  under  the  same  heading." 
I  find  in — 

A  pp.  2  and  3  86  words.  F  pp.  258  and  259  27  words. 
B  "  38  "  39  87  "  G  "  296  "  297  25  ^ 
C  "  136  "  137  83  "  H  "  338  "  339  11  " 
D  "  178  "  179  51  "  I  "  386  "  387  134  " 
E  "  218  "  219  68  "  J  "  398  "  399  57  " 
CooDting  also  the  words  on  the  35  pages,  1,  25,  50,  75,  100, 

125, 825,  850,  I  find  926  words. 

Therefore  55  pages  have  1555  words,  or  1  page  has  28.3  words. 
There  are  859.5  pages  of  such  words,  and  hence  Shakspere's 
vocabulary  (with  the  important  omission  of  all  verbs  which  are 
spelled  like  nouns)  contained  over  24,000  words. 

A  complete  "  Concordance  to  the  Poems  of  Milton"  has  been 
pablished  by  Mr.  Charles  Dexter  Cleveland,  and  I  find  that  on 
5  pages  of  this  work  there  are  562  words,  or  112.4  words  to  a 
P«ge.  The  number  of  words  to  each  page  is  quite  uniform,  so 
that  five  pages  give  a  suflBciently  accurate  determination.  The 
^alts  from  each  page  below  will  show  this. 


p.  600 

108  words. 

p.  601 

116      " 

p.  602 

113      " 

p.  603 

114      " 

p.  604 

111      " 

563     "  oraTeragennmberofwordstoapagell2.4. 
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There  are  154.6  of  such  pages,  and  hence  Milton,  in  his  poeas 
alone,  uses  17,377  words.  His  prose  would  yield  a  mach  larger 
number,  as  any  one  who  is  acquainted  with  it  will  at  once  admit. 
I  have  likewise  examined  Cruden^s  "  Concordance  to  the  Eng- 
lish Bible,"  in  the  same  manner;  there  are  705.4  pages  of 
words,  exclusive  of  proper  names. 

The  number  of  words  to  a  page  is  somewhat  hard  to  estimate, 
but  this  was  done  with  great  care,  as  below  : — 

pp.  524-563  =  10  pages  contained    42  words, 
pp.  602-611  =  10      " 
pp.   672-681  =  10      " 
pp.   328-337  =  10      " 
pp.  446-455  =  10      " 

50  511       " 

Therefore  1  page  contains      102.2    " 
Hence  there  are  7209  words  in  the  English  Bible,  exclusive  of 
proper  names. 

I  have  likewise  treated  the  "  Dictionary  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Language"  by  the  Rev.  O.  Bosworth,  LL.D.,  etc.,  in  the  same 
manner.  This  Dictionary  was  compiled  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle,  and  therefore  contains  only  words  actually  nsed  in  writ- 
ten speech.  There  are  but  a  few  which  were  not  in  full  use 
before  A.  D.  1100. 

In  the  English  Appendix  to  this  work  there  are  93.8  pages  of 

English  words,  each  of  which  has  its  analogue  in  Anglo-Saxon. 

On  p.  524  I  find  121  words. 

"   p.  525       "  131      " 

"    p.  526       "  125      " 

"    p.  527       '•  131      " 


4  pages  contain  508      " 

1  page  contains  127.0  " 

Hence  the  Anglo-Saxon  vocabulary  was  11,913  words;  it  mast 
be  remembered  that  this  is  not  strictly  a  dictionary,  but  rather  • 
concordance  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle. 

In  Mr.  John  Camden  Hotten's  "  Dictionary  of  Slang"  I  find 
10,000  words  which  are,  or  have  been,  used  in  a  cant  way.  As 
this  is  a  dictionary,  and  fortunately  not  a  concordance,  it  deserfes 
only  this  passing  mention. 

An  examination  of  some  of  the  dictionaries  of  the  dialects  of 
the  various  shires  of  England  would  be  interesting,  but  it  re- 
quires more  time  than  I  can  give  to  it. 

RECAPITULATION. 

I.  I  find  among  all  intelligent  people  an  impression  of  this 
kind  :  a  child  uses  less  than  1000  words,  an  ordinary  man  osei 
from  3000  to  4000,  an  accomplished  writer  about  10,000. 
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This  rests,  so  far  as  I  can  determine,  upon  the  statement  of 
Marsh,  already  quoted. 

II.  We  have  seen  that  Shakspere  has  oyer  24,000,  and  that 
Milton  in  his  poems  has  oyer  17,000. 

The  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle  contains  about  12,000  words,  and 
the  English  Bible,  which  is  treating  of  quite  special  subjects, 
contains  over  7000  words. 

III.  The  whole  number  of  words  in  Worcester's  Dictionary  is 
104,000;  in  Webster's  last  edition  110,000  (these  numbers  are 
approximate).  Many  of  these,  in  fact  most  of  the  additions  since 
1840,  are  technical  words,  the  use  of  which  is  quite  common 
among  educated  people. 

The  only  conclusion  I  feel  at  liberty  to  draw  is,  that  Marsh's 
Dombers  are  quite  too  small,  and  that  ^0,000  words  is  not  at  all 
an  unusual  yocabulary. 

The  further  pursuit  of  this  subject  has  great  interest,  but  I 
feel  obliged  to  leave  it,  at  this  point,  to  the  philologists,  who  are 
more  peculiarly  concerned.  I  shall  hope  that  this 'slight  paper 
may  call  out  remarks  from  those  members  of  the  Society  who 
are  better  informed  upon  this  subject  than  I  can  be. 

Note. — Since  writing  the  above  the  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh 
has  written  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Nation,  in  which  he  states 
that  in  giving  estimates  of  the  vocabularies  of  men  of  various 
classes  he  used  word  *Mn  the  sense  in  which,  in  such  discussions, 
all  philologists  would  agree  in  employing  it,"  that  is,  "in  esti- 
mating the  number  of  words  1  took  only  the  simple  or  stem  and 
not  the  inCected  forms  of  the  vocables." 

This  of  course  explains  the  difference  between  Mr.  Marsh's 
estimates  and  my  own  conclusions  in  the  preceding  paper,  but 
I  have  been  induced  to  allow  that  paper  to  remain  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  as  it  is  an  attempt  to  get  a  practical  idea  of  the 
number  of  words,  in  the  sense  in  which  I  use  the  term,  which 
are  in  common  use  (counting,  for  example,  lover^  loveless,  and 
lovely,  as  three  words,  although  they  have  the  same  "simple  or 
stem").  In  this  way  we  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  number  of 
signs  for  ideaa^  and  the  research  may  be  of  interest  although. not 
of  philological  value. 

I  am  the  more  inclined  to  leave  the  conclusions  as  they  are, 
w  Prof.  Eastman,  U  S.  Navy,  starting  from  the  same  basis,  has 
Wly  and  carefully  confirmed  my  principal  conclusion,  viz. :  that 
niany  men  have  vocabularies  of  over  30,000  words,  and  he  has 
shown  that  the  probable  error  of  his  estimate  is  less  than  one 
percent 

Ha7  30, 1875. 
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VII. 

ON  THE  MOVEMENTS  CAUSED  IN  LARGE  ICE- 
FIELDS BY  EXPANSION  AND  CONTRACTION,  AS 
ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  FORMATION  OP  ANTI- 
CLINAL AND  SYNCLINAL  AXES  IN  GEOLOGICAL 
FORMATIONS 

By  MONTGOMERY  C.  MEIGS. 
(Prbpabbd  Apbil,  1869.     Rbad  Fbbruabt  27,  1875.) 

Hearing  the  discussion  of  the  National  Academy  upon  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Appalachian  formations  contributed  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Les- 
ley, N.  A.,  I  was  led  to  recur  to  certain  phenomena  which  were  daily 
presented  to  my  observation  during  two  severe  winters  spent  at 
Rouse's  Point  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Champlain  in  latitude  45^  N. 

The  winters  in  that  region  are  severe.  The  thermometer  is 
frequently  below  0  of  Fahrenheit  for  days  together.  It  seldom 
descends  below  — 30®,  but  — 18®  is  a  not  uncommon  temperature 
The  lake  is  fed  by  streams  which  rise  in  the  Adirondack  and  Green 
Mountains,  deriving  their  supplies.from  the  heavy  snows  of  those 
ranges,  where  four  feet  of  snow  on  a  level  is  not  uncommon.  Ita 
waters  are  clear,  cold,  and  still.  No  current  exists  to  more  the 
ice,  which  is  produced  early  and  remains  late.  Its  thickness,  I 
judge,  averages  about  twenty-four  inches.  The  lake  is  irregular 
in  form.  Its  shores  and  those  of  the  islands  it  contains  are  gen- 
erally rocky,  with  some  beaches  of  drift  gravel,  sand,  and  bonldew. 

While  at  night  the  thermometer  descends  to  — 30°,  during  the 
day  the  sun's  rays,  shining  through  a  dry,  clear  atmosphere,  have 
considerable  power.  The  ice,  a  two  feet  thick  stratum  floatiDg 
freely  upon  the  quiet  water,  lies  between  the  water  always  at  32® 
and  the  air  varying  from  +32®  to  — 30°  and  further  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun.  Its  lower  surface  most 
always  retain  the  uniform  temperature  of  freezing  water  or  melting 
ice  (+32°).  Its  upper  surface  may  take  any  temperature  between 
+32°  and  approximately  — 30°.  As  ice,  when  once  formed,  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  laws  of  expansion  and  contraction  as  other  solid 
bodies,  the  upper  surface  contracts  under  the  low  nocturnal  tem- 
perature, producing  a  tension  which  is  suddenly  relieved  by  ex- 
tended cracks.  On  a  frosty  night  the  great  ice  fields,  125  miles  long 
and  from  1  to  10  miles  in  width,  are  continually  cracking  with  s 
rushing  or  roaring  sound,  which  is  one  of  the  striking  natoral 
phenomena  of  this  northern  region.  A  crack  sometimes  starts 
apparently  at  the  feet  of  a  traveller  on  the  ice,  and  its  rasbing 
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roaring  soond  will  ran  off  till  lost  in  the  extreme  distance.  This 
soond  is  almost  continuous  in  yery  cold  nights,  and  there  mast 
be  millions  of  such  cracks  formed. 

All  these,  sooner  or  later,  by  the  hydrostatic  pressure,  are 
infiltrated  with  water,  which,  in  the  thin  fissures,  freezes  imme- 
diately. They  can  be  seen  of  all  sizes  from  a  mere  crack  to  some 
inches  in  width  where  the  ice  has  parted  through  its  whole  thick- 
ness and  yielded  to  the  contractile  effort.  When  the  temperatare 
rises  daring  the  day,  this  cracking  ceases.  The  ice  expands  to 
suit  its  increased  mean  temperature,  and  its  edges  encroach  upon 
the  shores  more  and  more  day  by  day.  A  permanent  increase  of 
size  results  from  the  filling  of  the  contractile  fissures  by  frozen  wa- 
ter, and  on  all  the  beaches  of  the  lake  a  ridge  parallel  to  the  shore 
is  formed  above  the  level  of  the  water  of  the  lake,  composed  of 
sand,  gravel,  stones,  and  even  large  boulders,  which  are  each  win- 
ter pushed  further  and  further  up  the  beach,  until  they  reach  the 
limit  of  the  ice  edge.  This  may  be  likened  to  a  secular  variation 
or  expansion,  its  period  being  the  existence  of  the  ice  field. 

The  daily  expansion  and  nightly  contraction,  arising  from  the 
diurnal  change  of  temperature  of  the  ice,  gives  rise  to  effects 
even  more  striking  and  important  to  the  residents  on  the  shores 
than  this  annual  variation.  The  lake  is  irregular  in  form.  Its 
shores,  and  those  of  the  islands  with  which  it  abounds,  form  wide 
bays  or  lobes  of  water,  separated  from  each  other  by  narrower 
straits,  which  are  limited  by  opposite  advancing  or  receding 
points  or  reefs  of  land  or  of  rock.  One  bay  or  lobe  three  or  four 
miles  in  width  and  several  miles  in  length  will  be  connected  with 
the  next  by  a  narrower  portion,  perhaps  only  a  mile  in  width. 
In  the  contraction  and  expansion  of  these  great  fields  the  weaker 
lines,  or  lines  of  least  resistance,  are  across  these  constrictions,  and 
it  is  along  these  lines,  which  are  the  same  year  after  year,  that 
the  principal  visible  effects  of  diurnal  expansion  and  contraction 
are  to  be  observed.  The  ice  breaks  or  parts  on  these  lines,  some- 
times leaving  an  open  cracker  line  of  water  several  feet  in  width, 
difficult  to  cross  on  foot  or  in  the  carriole,  as  the  northern  sledge 
is  called.  The  common  winter  road  of  the  shore  inhabitants  is  on 
the  ice ;  and  I  have  often,  at  certain  well-known  points,  driving 
out  early  in  the  morning,  found  an  open  crack  difficult  to  pass. 
Returning  in  the  evening,  after  the  heat  of  the  day  had  produced 
its  effect,  the  edges  of  the  ice  would  be  found  to  have  met  and  in- 
flected either  upwards  or  downwards  to  such  a  degree  that  an  axe 
woald  be  needed  to  effect  a  passage. 

This  action  is  to  be  seen  winter  after  winter  at  the  same  places, 
and  the  formation  of  the  ridge  or  gutter  is  observed  by  all,  for 
•11  are  put  to  inconvenience  and  sometimes  in  peril  by  their  move- 
ments. When  the  edges  of  the  ice  fields  happen  to  bend  down- 
wards under  the  effects  of  expansion,  the  passage  is  most  danger- 
<»UB.    I  have  seen  horses,  approaching  too  near  the  edge  con- 
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cealed  by  a  thin  film  of  ice  which  is  generally  formed  over  the 
exposed  water  surface,  slip  into  the  water  and  lose  their  liTea. 
Sach  accidents  are  common,  though  not  often  fatal.  The  horae 
is  generally  choked  by  a  strap  round  his  neck  to  stop  his  strug- 
gles, and  while  thus  quieted^  he  is  dragged  out  by  the  efforts  of 
the  driver,  and  soon  recovers  on  the  slacking  of  the  strap. 

When  the  edges  of  the  ice  rise  a  passage  is  hewn  by  means  of 
an  axe.  Looking  at  the  Appalachian  section  of  Mr.  Lesley,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  a  section  of  these  ice  fields  was  a  model,  on  a 
small  scale  it  is  true,  yet  several  miles  in  length  and  width,  of  the 
rock  strata  which  are  there  represented. 

The  same  solid  field  floating  upon  a  liquid  ocean  of  constant  or 
nearly  constant  temperature,  exposed  now  on  its  upper  surface  to 
the  atmosphere  and  to  empty  space,  but  at  some  former  time 
covered  by  many  thousand  feet  in  thickness  of  ice,  which  has 
eroded  the  ridges  and  filled  the  valleys ;  iu  some  places  crimped 
by  an  evident  increase  in  dimensions,  in  others  forced  up  into 
ridges  or  depressed  into  valleys,  anticlinal  and  synclinal  axes, 
but  these  greater  disturbances  occupying  only  175  miles  of  a 
cross  section  or  profile  3000  miles  in  length. 

The  filling  of  the  ice  cracks  by  water  which  freezes  is  repre- 
sented by  the  dykes  of  igneous  or  aqueous  rock  which  abound  in 
the  geological  profile.  All  these  entered  in  a  fluid  condition, 
then  solidified,  and  increased  the  dimensions  of  the  field  or  forma* 
tion. 

Changes  of  temperature,  not  diurnal  as  in  the  ice  fields,  but 
secular,  would  produce  the  ridges  and  valleys  in  the  rocks  as  the 
diurnal  changes  produce  their  models  in  the  ridges  and  gutters  of 
the  ice  fields. 

It  is  well  to  look  for  the  smallest  sufficient  cause  in  reasoning 
upon  observations  of  natural  phenomena ;  and  as  Lyell  holds  that 
most  of  vhe  changes  on  the  earth's  surface  may  be  accounted  for 
by  causes  and  operations  still  seen  in  action,  I  have  thought  it 
worth  while  to  record  these  observations,  forced  upon  my  attention 
during  my  daily  rides  for  two  seasons  upon  a  frozen  lake,  as  illus- 
trating and  accounting  for  a  part  of  the  contortions  of  the  earth's 
surface. 

Some  sketches  on  the  accompanying  page  illustrate  the  more 
common  physical  phenomena  herein  described. 
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A.  Craok  in  the  ioe  on  a  oold  night  or  morning. 
AIR.    —300  to +320 


B.  Craok  on  a  moderately  warm  afternoon. 


O.  Craok  on  a  moderately  warm  afternoon. 


D.  Edge  of  ice,  showing  stones  and  earth  driven  np  the  beach. 


(JC  C  C  C  C,    Cracks  filled  with  water,  and  frosen. 
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DESCRIPTIONS    OP    NEW  SPECIES  OP  POSSIL  PLANTS 

PROM  ALLEGHANY  CO.,  VIRGINIA;  WITH  SOME  B£ 

MARKS    ON    TFE    ROCK    SEEN    ALONG    THE   CHESA 

PEAKE    AND    OHIO    RAILROAD,    NEAR    THJl    WHITE 

SULPHUR  SPRINGS  OP  GREENBRIER  COUNTY,  WEST 

VIRGINIA. 

BY  F.  B.  MEEK. 

(Rbad  Junb  15,  1872.) 

While  on  a  visit  last  sammer  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs 
of  Greenbrier  County,  West  Virginia,  I  saw,  in  the  possession  of 
a  gentleman  near  that  place,  a  beautiful  specimen  of  a  fossil  fern, 
that  had  been  found  at  Lewis's  tunnel,  on  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  some  six  miles  southeast  of  the  springs.  Being 
much  impressed  with  its  elegant  form,  and  fine  state  of  presena- 
tion,  I  concluded  to  stop  at  the  locality  on  my  return  home,  with 
the  view  of  examining,  the  rocks,  and  collecting  such  specimens 
as  could  be  found;  and,  while  there,  I  succeeded  in  procuring 
the  species  described  in  this  paper.  ^ 

The  masterly  preliminary  reports  and  papers  of  Prof  William 
B.  Rogers,  on  the  territory  now  composing  Virginia  and  West 
Virginia,  have  rendered  the  grand  general  features  of  the  geology 
of  those  States  so  familiar  to  most  scientific  readers,  that  anj 
extended  remarks  on  that  subject  are  unnecessary  here.f  For 
the  information,  however,  of  those  who  may  never  have  visited 
this  interesting  mountain  region,  as  well  as  to  convey  a  more 
clear  idea  of  the  geological  horizon  of  the  fossils  under  considera- 
tion, it  may  be  proper,  before  proceeding  to  describe  these  plants, 
to  state  a  few  of  the  details  of  the  geology  and  topography  of  the 
country  immediately  surrounding  the  springs,  as  well  as  for  a  few 
miles  west  of  the  same,  and  eastward  along  the  railroad  to  the 
locality  of  Lewis's  tannel,  where  these  fossils  were  discovered. 


♦  I  am  under  obligations  to  Gen.  W.  C.  Wickbam,  Vice-Preaident  rf 
0.  and  O.  Railroad,  for  a  letter  to  the  oondnotors  of  passenger  trains,  in* 
Atraotiug  them  to  stop  and  allow  me  to  get  off  at  any  points  I  might  wiBb 
to  examine  along  the  road;  also  to  H.  D.  Whitoomb,  Esq.,  Chief  Bngin^r 
of  the  road,  and  to  Maj.  Peyton  Randolph,  Chief  Assistant  Engineer,  for 
aocnrate  maps  of  portions  of  the  ooantry  along  the  same,  and  for  otb«r 
information.  I  am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Gordon,  one  of  the  oontraoton 
of  Lewis's  tannel,  and  to  Mr.  Terrence  MoQlone,  for  fine  specimens  of  th9 
fossil  plants  found  at  that  place. 

t  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Prof.  Rogers's  final  reports  on  th<* 
Geology  of  Virginia,  which  I  understand  were  prepared  in  mnob  detsH. 
were  never  pablished. 
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In  the  first  place  it  mftj  be  stated  that  these  springs  are 
sitnated  in  a  narrow  valley,  two  thousand  feet  above  tide,  near 
the  eastern  margin  of  Greenbrier  Coantj,  West  Yirginia,  and 
also  within  a  few  miles  of  the  dividing  line  between  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia.  A  little  to  the  northwestward  of  the  inclosed 
grounds  at  the  springs,  which  are  not  situated  quite  in  the  lowest 
part  of  the  valley,  flows  Howard's  creek,  a  beautiful,  perfectly 
clear  mountain  stream,  that  runs  westward  into  Greenbrier 
River,  a  tributary  of  the  Great  Kanawha.  Almost  immediately 
on  the  southeast  side  of  the  grounds,  and  at  a  little  greater 
distance  across  the  valley  to  the  northwestward,  mountains, 
clothed  with  pines  and  vaiious  deciduous  trees,  rise  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  hundred  feet  above  the  valley ;  that  to  the  northwest- 
ward being  composed,  at  least  near  its  base,  of  shales  and  flags 
of  the  age  of  the  Hamilton  Group  (including  the  Marcellus 
shale)  of  the  New  York  series;  while  that  on  the  southeastward, 
for  flve  or  six  hundred  feet  above  its  base,  is  composed  of  the 
same  formation,  with  heavy  beds  of  Chemung  strata  above,  the 
whole  dipping  at  a  high  angle  to  the  southeast,  and  contaiDing 
many  characteristic  fossils.  To  the  southward  Kate's  Mountain 
is  in  sight,  at  a  distance  of  two  miles;  while  Greenbrier  Mountain 
bounds  the  view  on  the  west,  within  a  mile  or  so  of  the  springs. 
Four  to  five  miles  to  the  eastward,  the  Alleghany  Mountains 
proper  occur,  the  springs  being  west  of  the  principal  crest  of  this 
range,  in  the  midst  of  a  district  abounding  in  mineral  springs  of 
various  kinds  and  temperatures. 

The  grandeur  of  the  scenery  of  this  region,  its  pure  mountain 
air,  always  comparatively  cool  and  pleasant  during  the  hottest 
part  of  the  season  at  this  altitude,  together  with  the  well-known 
medicinal  properties  of  its  waters,  and  the  elegant  and  ample 
preparations  for  the  accommodation  of  large  numbers  of  visitors, 
render  this  a  delightful  place  for  invalids  and  seekers  of  pleasure 
and  comfort  to  while  away  the  sultry  months  of  summer. 

As  stated  by  Prof.  Rogers,  these  springs  issue  directly  from 
a  local  uplift  of  rock  of  the  age  of  the  Oriskany  sandstone  of  the 
New  York  series ;  but  so  near  the  junction  of  this  with  the  overly 
lower  black  shales  at  the  base  of  the  Hamilton  group,  as  to  ren- 
der it  probable  that  the  water  derives  its  sulphurous  properties, 
and  possibly  some  of  its  salts,  from  the  latter."" 

*  Aooording  to  Prof.  Rogers's  analysis,  the  solid  matter  left  by  the 
evaporation  of  100  oubic  inches  of  this  water,  at  a  temperature  of  212^ 
Fah.,  was  65.54  grains,  composed  as  follows : — 

Sulphate  of  lime 31.680  grains. 

.   Salphate  of  magnesia         ....     8.241 

Salpbate  of  soda 4.050 

Carbonate  of  lime 1.530 

Carbonate  of  magnesia       ....     0.506 
Chloride  of  magnesiam      .....     0.071 

Chloride  of  caloinm 0,010 
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The  exposed  portions  of  the  Oriskanj  beds  here  are  not,  as  is 
often  the  case  farther  north,  composed  of  sandstones,  bat  consist, 
at  least  mainly,  of  a  roagh,  jellowish-graj  mass  of  highly  cherty 
strata,  in  some  parts  passing  almost  into  a  qaartz  rock.  Although 
little  exposed  at  this  place,  this  rock  evidently  forms  almost  the 
entire  balk  of  a  low  hill,  or  ridge  of  oval  form,  and  a  few  hundred 
yards  in  length,  included  as  a  part  of  the  north  side  of  the  orna- 
mented grounds  about  the  springs.  This  bill  is  depressed  on 
top  and  covered  by  a  natural  growth  of  shade  trees,  and  has  been 
tastefully  laid  out  into  walks  and  winding  paths,  provided  with 
occasional  rustic  seats  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors.  Ito 
summit  is  perhaps  not  more  than  ninety  to  one  hundred  feet  abore 
the  lowest  part  of  the  valley  on  the  north,  around  which  side  it  is 
more  or  less  precipitons ;  while  to  the  southward  it  slopes  dowD 
more  gradually  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  grounds,  laid  out  into 
winding  walks  and  drives,  with  intervening  spaces  of  grassy 
sward,  shaded  at  intervals  by  clumps  of  spreading  oaks,  elms, 
and  other  trees.    Along  the  entire  length  of  its  southern  slope  a 

Chloride  of  sodium 0.226  grains. 

Protosnlphate  of  iron         •        .        .        .0.069        '< 

Snlphate  of  alnmina 0.012        " 

Barthy  phosphatos a  trace 

Aiotized  organic  matter,  blended  with  a 

larger  proportion  of  snlphor,  about         .    0.006        " 
Iodine,  combined  with  sodium  or  magnesium,  a  trace. 

The  volume  of  each  of  the  gases  in  a  f^ee  state  in  100  cubic  inches  of 
the  water,  he  found  to  be  as  follows : — 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen       ....      0.66 

Nitrogen 1.88 

Oxygen 0.19 

Carbonic  acid 3.67 

The  water  is  perfectly  clear,  and  flows  copiously ;  and,  although  app•a^ 
ing  cool  to  the  taste  when  drank  during  the  warmer  part  of  «  summer^ 
day,  it  is,  as  first  shown  by  Prof.  Rogers,  properly  speaking,  «  thermal 
water,  its  temperature,  though  somewhat  variable,  never  being  less  than 
about  nine,  and  sometimes  as  mnoh  as  nearly  thirteen  degrees  Fab., 
above  the  mean  annual  temperature  of  the  air  at  the  locality  and  altitude. 
That  is,  its  temperature  varies  from  61^  to  660  Fah. ;  while  the  mean  tem- 
perature of  the  air,  as  determined  by  seven  years'  observations  under  ths 
direction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at  Lewisburg,  a  few  miles  west  of 
the  springs  and  at  a  little  lower  elevation,  is,  I  am  informed  by  Prof.  Henry, 
62.20  Fah.  Most  of  the  mineral  springs  of  this  region,  especially  those 
that  issue  from  anticlinal  axes  of  the  strata,  are,  as  observed  by  ProL 
Rogers,  thermal  waters,  from  which  fact  we  may  infer  that  they  most 
probably  arise  from  considerable  depths,  and  owe  their  temperatore  to 
the  internal  heat  of  the  earth. 

The  White  Sulphur  is,  I  believe,  the  only  proper  thermal  water  in  the 
State,  that  is  at  the  same  time  rather  strongly  impregnated  with  snlphor. 
When  freely  drank,  it  acts  as  a  mild  cathartic  and  diuretic  ;  but  its  most 
valuable  properties  are  its  alterative  powers  in  chronic  diseases  of  various 
kinds,  for  the  relief  of  which  it  has  long  been  celebrated. 
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continaons  excavation  has  been  made  to  form  a  terrace,  for  the 
reception  of  a  long  row  of  neat  one-  and  two-story  cottages,  which 
are,  at  places,  almost  hidden  from  view  by  shade  trees. 

At  the  eastern  end  of  this  terrace,  just  behind  the  cottages,  as 
well  as  along  the  broad  walk  winding  aronnd  that  end  of  the  hill, 
the  dark  Devonian  shales  belonging  at  the  base  of  the  Hamilton 
groap  of  the  New  York  series,  are  seen  dipping  off  at  a  high 
angle  to  the  sontbeastward.  But  on  following  the  terrace  west' 
ward  behind  the  cottages,  we  soon  come  to  a  low  nearly  con- 
tinuous outcrop  of  the  Oriskany  beds,  dipping  at  the  same  high 
angle  as  the  shale  mentioned,  to  the  southeastward.  This  rock 
can  be  traced  to  the  west  end  of  the  hill  on  this  side,  and  also 
forms  high  precipitous  exposures  around  its  northern  side,  one 
of  which  has  been  fancifully  called  the  "lover's  leap."  At  the 
western  base  of  the  hill,  it  is  likewise  again  seen  in  the  walk 
leading  down  to  the  bath-houses,  where  it  presents  almost  a 
flinty  appearance.  Again  it  appears  just  below  the  principal 
spring,  some  ten  or  fifteen  feet  higher  than  at  the  bath-houses, 
forming  the  bed  of  the  little  stream  running  from  the  springs- 
being  here,  in  places,  whitened  by  the  deposit  of  hydrated  sulphur 
left  by  the  water  trickling  over  its  surface.  The  bottom  of  this 
spring  is  also  formed  of  this  rock,  and  it  is  a  little  exposed  along 
the  side  of  a  road,  at  a  somewhat  higher  elevation,  about  forty 
or  fifty  yards  south  of  the  same. 

This  last  seems  to  be  about  the  end  of  the  exposed  part  of  this 
little  uplift  of  the  Oriskany  formation  here,  in  a  southwestward 
direction,  the  overlying  shales  being  met  with  in  a  hill  on  this 
side  behind  another  row  of  cottages  situated  along  its  north- 
eastern slope. 

A  low  naked  knob,  only  about  twelve  feet  in  height,  of  the 
lower  black  shales,  is  also  seen  on  the  immediate  margin  of 
Howard's  creek,  some  sixty  or  seventy  yards  west  of  the  springs, 
which,  as  already  intimated,  are  situated  at  the  western  and  low- 
est part  of  the  grounds.  This  exposure  is  hardened,  contorted, 
and  crumpled  as  if  it  had  been  kneaded  together  by  some  power- 
ful agency  while  in  a  yielding  or  semi  plastic  condition. 

Another  elevation  at  the  northeast  side  of  the  grounds,  called 
**  Prospect  hill,"  rises  gradually  to  about  the  height  of  that 
already  mentioned  on  the  north,  and  is  also  covered  by  shade 
trees  and  laid  out  into  walks;  its  southwestern  slope  being  like- 
wise occupied  by  a  row  of  elegant  two-story  cottages;  which, 
with  those  already  mentioned,  and  others  on  the  south  side, 
surround  the  central  part  of  the  ornamented  grounds  in  which 
the  large  hotel  is  situated.  So  far  as  I  could  see,  this  last- 
mentioned  hill  seems  to  be  composed  entirely  of  the  shales  and 
flags  of  the  Hamilton  group,  of  different  shades  of  color. 

The  exposures  here  show  that  the  strike  of  this  little  uplift  of 
Oriskany  and  the  overlying  shales,  is  northeastward,  and  south- 
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westward,  or  parallel  to  the  general  trend  of  the  ranges  of  the 
whole  Appalachian  region,  as  is  most  generally  the  case  (local 
flexures  excepted)  with  the  anticlinal  axes  throughout  this  dis- 
trict. 

As  there  are  no  corresponding  Oriskany  beds  seen  just  on  the 
northwest  of  this  uplift,  dipping  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  it 
is  evident  that  such  material  could  not  have  been  worn  awaj  by 
Howard's  Creek,  the  immediate  valley  of  which  directly  inter- 
venes between  this  hill  and  the  mountain,  composed  mainly,  if 
not  entirely,  of  Hamilton  and  perhaps  Chemung  group  beds  on 
that  side,  it  would  seem  that  there  may  be  a  slight  local  inequality 
in  the  elevation  of  the  strata  here,  along  the  opposite  sides  of  a 
fracture.  Whether  this  axis  brings  to  view  the  Oriskany  beds 
further  northeastward,  along  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  on 
the  line  of  strike,  I  did  not  ascertain  by  personal  observation, 
as  I  did  not  examine  the  mountains  in  that  direction.  I  infer, 
however,  from  Prof.  Rogers's  remarks  that  it  does,  and  this  would 
indicate  an  oblique  fracture  of  these  beds,  because  the  valley  of 
Howard's  Creek,  which  crosses  the  strike  obliquely,  could  hardly 
have  been  cut  through  such  a  rock  by  that  stream. 

For  some  time  I  was  unable  to  find  any  recognizable  fossils  in 
the  Oriskany  beds  here,  though  I  had  seen  some  obscure  casta 
and  moulds  of  brachopods  in  the  cherty  beds  along  the  little 
stream  running  from  the  springs.  After  diligent  search,  however, 
I  succeeded  in  finding,  near  the  bath-house,  behind  the  cottages, 
at  the  west  end  of  the  hill  above  mentioned,  imperfect  casts  of 
the  well-known  Oriskany  shells  Spir/er  arenosus,  Meristella  laJta, 
and  moulds  of  Rensselaeria  ovoides  f 

The  deep  cuts  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  through 
the  spurs  and  ridges  of  the  mountains  along  the  south  side  of  the 
valley  here,  afford  a  very  fine  opportunity  to  study  the  Hamilton 
group  shales  and  more  or  less  slaty  beds,  which  seem  to  be  of  coq- 
siderable  thickness,  and  from  near  the  springs  dip  at  various  angles 
to  the  southeastward,  excepting  where  they  are  locally  flexed  and 
contorted.  As  the  railroad  runs  close  along  the  south  side  of 
the  grounds,  some  of  these  deep  cuts  are  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  hotel.  One  of  these,  in  a  direction  nearly  south  from 
the  springs,  and  almost  on  a  line  with  the  strike  of  the  Oriskany 
uplift,  but  at  a  higher  elevation  than  the  nearest  exposures  of 
this  rock  immediately  at  the  springs,  shows  the  black  Hamilton 
shale  at  the  bottom,  much  contorted,  with  many  polished  surfaces 
caused  by  the  slipping  of  one  part  upon  another  at  the  time  of  the 
upheaval,  or  during  other  disturbances  of  the  beds.  As  freshly 
laid  open  by  the  excavations  in  progress  when  I  was  there,  these 
dark  shales  emitted,  under  a  noon-day  sun,  a  sulphurous  odor, 
suggesting  the  probable  origin  of  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  of 
the  springs,  that  have  their  source,  as  already  stated,  near  the 
connection  of  these  shales  with  Oriskany  formation. 
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I  saw  no  traces  of  any  kind  of  organic  remains  in  these  lower 
dark  shales,  excepting  a  few  trails,  apparently  of  annelids,  bat 
they  doubtless  owe  their  dark  color  mainly  to  minutely  com- 
minuted particles  of  organic  matter,  perhaps  chiefly  of  marine 
plants.  From  their  position,  boweyer,  and  general  appearance, 
there  is  little  or  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  represent  the  Mar- 
cellas  shale  of  the  New  York  series ;  which,  although  sometimes 
viewed  as  a  distinct  formation,  may  perhaps  be  properly  con- 
sidered a  sabdivision  of  the  Hamilton  group.  Here  these  dark 
beds  are  seen  to  shade  upward  into  varioas  lighter  colored  shales, 
and  flags,  presenting  dififerent  shades  of  drab,  olive,  and  dull  gray, 
and  bluish-gray.  In  some  parts  there  are  intercalated  layers  of 
various  thickness  and  harder  texture,  composed  of  variable  pro- 
portions of  arenaceous  and  argillaceous  matter.  These  latter 
harder  layers  are  usually  of  dull  gray  color,  or  often  on  fresh 
fractures,  bluish-gray,  and,  as  may  be  seen  in  other  cuts  further 
eastward  and  westward,  increase  in  proportion  to  the  more  shaly 
portions  as  we  ascend  in  the  series.  At  some  places,  however, 
higher  in  the  series  there  are  seen  beds  of  dark  shale.  The  lighter 
colored  shaly  beds  above  the  lower  dark  shales  are  often  quite 
soft,  and  are  dug  out  along  the  railroad  in  small  rhomboid  blocks 
that  soon  crumble  under  exposure  to  atmospheric  agencies. 

Fossils  seem  also  to  be  rather  rare  here  in  the  lighter  colored 
beds  of  the  Hamilton  group,  near  the  bases  of  the  mountains,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  springs,  but  I  succeeded  in  finding, 
ID  some  of  the  harder  layers  at  several  places  along  the  cuts  of 
the  railroad,  and  up  the  side  of  the  mountain  to  the  southeastward, 
casts  and  moulds  of  the  well-known  Hamilton  species,  Spiri/er 
miLcroncUuSf  and  Orthis  Vanuxemii,  along  with  Martinia  umbo- 
ncUa,  Atrypa  reticularis^  A,  aspera^  a  flattened  Strophomena  and 
a  smooth  Avicula  or  Pterinea, 

From  what  has  already  been  said,  it  seems  that  there  are  here 
no  representatives  of  the  Upper  Helderberg  limestones  or  grits 
of  the  New  York  series ;  the  black  shales  at  the  base  of  the 
Hamilton  group  being  found  resting  directly  against  and  upon 
the  Oriskany. 

West  of  the  Springs,  the  lower  dark  shales  are  seen  along  the 
base  of  the  mountains  for  a  mile  or  more,  on  the  right  or  north- 
west side  of  the  valley,  dipping  at  high  angles  to  the  northwest- 
ward, or  at  places  locally  tilted  vertically,  or  variously  flexed  and 
distorted  as  if  by  lateral  pressure,  as  well  as  from  upheaval. 
The  direction  of  the  valley  here  is  southwestward,  but  within  a 
short  distance  it»  direction  becomes  nearly  east  and  west,  and  five 
miles  below,  it  curves  around  more  nearly  to  the  north.  The  rail- 
road sweeps  around  the  south  side  of  this  curve,  catting  through 
several  spurs  and  ridges  of  the  mountains  on  that  side  of  the 
valley,  at  an  elevation  of  some  fifty  feet  above  its  bottom.  Its 
direction  for  several  miles  below  the  springs  being  very  obliquely 
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across  the  axis  of  elevation,  the  cuts  continue  in  the  lighter 
«ok)Fed  shales  and  harder  layers,  which  are  at  places  seen  contorted 
and  dipping  locally  in  different  directions.  As  the  road  curves 
around  to  the  northwestward,  however,  it  crosses  the  strike  of 
the  strata  less  and  less  obliquely,  so  that,  although  a  descending 
grade,  it  rapidly  passes  from  (geologically)  lower  to  higher 
strata,  as  it  turns  more  nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  dip. 

I  found  Hamilton  types  of  fossils  for  a  mile  or  more  below  the 
springs,  but  beyond  this  my  examinations  in  that  direction  were 
not  sufficient  to  determine  exactly  where  the  Hamilton  ends,  in 
going  down  the  valley.  To  the  westward,  the  harder  less  shaly 
beds  were  noticed  to  increase,  but  no  very  abrupt  or  strongly 
marked  lithological  changes  were  observed  near  the  bases  of  the 
mountains,  until  about  four  to  four  and  a  half  miles  below  the 
springs,  by  the  curve  of  the  road,  near  which  point  some  whitish, 
rather  coarse  sandstone,  at  places  containing  pebbles  of  white 
quartz,  was  seen  along  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  in  rather  massive 
beds,  dipping  at  a  high  angle  to  the  northwestward.  Some  half 
mile  or  less  further  on,  in  a  nearly  northwestward  direction,  the 
dip  brings  this  sandstone  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  valley.  A 
deep  cut  at  this  place,  at  the  entrance  of  a  tunnel  some  forty 
to  fifty  feet  above  the  sandstone,  penetrates  hard  bluish-gray, 
more  or  less  gritty  beds,  alternating  with  softer  crumbling  red- 
dish, and,  in  places,  greenish  strata,  in  which  argillaceous  matter 
seems  to  predominate.*  I  saw  no  fossils  here,  excepting  frag- 
ments of  black  vegetable  matter,  but  I  was  impressed  with  the 
resemblance  of  these  beds,  and  the  red  clays  some  of  them  form 
by  disintegration,  to  some  of  those  seen  in  the  Gatskill  Moan- 
tains  of  New  York,  formerly  referred  to  the  Old  Red  Sandstone, 
but  which,  since  Col.  Jewett's  discovery  of  Chemung  fossils  high 
in  those  mountains,  have  been  mainly  included  in  the  Chemang 
group  of  the  New  York  Devonian.  1  have  the  impression,  how- 
ever, that  the  beds  penetrated  by  this  excavation  aro  at  least  as 
high  in  the  series  as  the  Old  Red,  or  possibly  somewhat  higher,  as 
there  must  be,  owing  to  the  dip  here,  a  very  considerable  thick- 
ness of  strata  between  them  and  the  Hamilton  group  seen  further 
up  the  valley.  Being  at  the  time  in  rather  feeble  health,  I  did 
not  attempt  to  make  the  necessary  examinations  to  ascertain  the 
exact  limits  of  the  groups  here,  and  only  allude  to  the  rocks  seen 
in  this  cut,  on  account  of  their  close  similarity  in  lithological 
characters,  to  those  containing  the  plants  described  in  this  paper 
from  Lewis's  tunnel,  about  six  miles  to  the  southeast  of  the 
springs;  especially  as  the  reverse  of  dip,  to  the  southeastward 
from  the  springs  to  the  last-mentioned  locality,  would  also  indi- 

*  It  Is  probable  that  these  beds  and  the  whitish  sandstone  seen  belov 
tbem,  owing  to  the  general  inclination  of  all  the  rooks  here,  rise  to  tli« 
summits  of  the  mountains,  some  miles  farther  eastward,  on  the  west  lids 
of  the  valley,  and  nearer  the  springs,  than  where  I  saw  them. 
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Pig.  1.    Lepidodendron  scobinifobmis. 

A  part  of  one  of  the  smaller  branches,  showing  the  cha- 
racter of  the  surface  scars  of  the  same. 

Fig.  2.      CyCLOPTERIS  (ARCH2EOPTERI8)  ALLBGHANENSIS. 

2a.  A  part  of  a  frond,  natural  size. 

26.  One  of  the  pinnules  magnified,  to  show  the  nervation. 

Fig.  3.     Cyclopteris  Virgikiana. 
3a.  Part  of  a  frond,  natural  size. 
36.    Outer  extremity  of  one  of  the  pinnse. 
3c.    One  of  the  pinnules  magnified,  to  show  the  nervation. 

Fig.  4.       CARP0LITHB8. 
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Fig.  1.    Cyclopteris  (Archjeoptekis)  Lescttbiaka. 

la.  A  part  of  a  frond,  upper  side,  reduced  somewhat  more  than 

one-eighth  diameter  in  size. 
lb.  One  of  the  pinnules  magnified,  to  show  the  nervation. 
Ic.  A  small  part  of  the  rachis  magnified,  to  show  its  rugose 

character. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i 

I 

M 
I 

k 

I 

II 


T;  •*, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX.  Tiii 

eate  that  the  beds  at  these  two  ezcavations  occnpj  aboat  the 
same  position  in  the  series. 

Retarning  to  the  springs,  which  are  situated  in  the  axis  of 
ele?ation,  we  find  that  several  deep  cuts  and  tunnels  along  the 
railroad,  jast  east  of  the  same,  present  fine  sections  of  the  Ham- 
ilton group  shaly  beds,  with  more  or  less  of  harder  and  more 
compact  gray  layers  intercalated.  The  more  shaly  softer  beds 
here  present  the  usual  lightpdrab  and  grayish  tints,  but  at  one 
place  I  noticed  some  very  dark  shale.  Generally  fossils  seem  to 
be  rare  here  also,  along  the  cuts  of  the  road,  though  in  some  of 
the  harder  more  arenaceous  beds,  within  about  one  mile  of  the 
springs,  I  found  casts  of  a  few  Hamilton  types. 

Between  this  and  Alleghany  tunnel,  three  and  a  half  miles 
southeast  of  the  springs  by  a  right  line,  I  only  saw  the  rocks  in 
passing  along  on  the  cars.  As  already  stated,  the  dip  of  the 
strata  east  of  the  springs  is  to  the  southeastward,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  local  distortions,  apparently  all  the  way  to  Lewis's  tuunel 
and  beyond ;  and  as  the  direction  of  the  road  between  these  two 
places  is  nearly,  though  not  exactly,  the  same  as  the  dip,  in 
coming  eastward,  we  ascend  again  rather  rapidly  in  the  series,  the 
inclination  of  the  strata  being  at  a  pretty  high  angle.  With 
local  exceptions,  the  beds  become  less  shaly,  with  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  hard  layers  in  coming  eastward.  At  the  west  end  of 
Alleghany  tunnel,  which  is  seven-eighths  of  a  mile  in  leugth,  and 
at  nearly  the  same  actual  elevation  as  the  springs,  I  saw  gpray 
and  olive  shales,  with  some  more  compact  arenaceous  layers, 
tilted  and  much  confused,  some  parts  standing  nearly  in  a  verti- 
cal posture,  as  if  crowded  together  by  lateral  pressure.  Similar 
shaly  beds  seem  also  to  occur  at  some  points  in  the  tunnel,  as  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  wall  up  and  arch  it  over  with  masonry 
at  places. 

At  the  east  end  of  this  tunnel  there  is  a  long  open  cut,  with 
vertical  walls  on  each  side,  in  which  the  strata  are  seen  to  be 
more  compact,  and  show  little  of  the  shaly  structure.  They 
generally  present  a  bluish-gray  tint  on  fresh  fractured  surfaces, 
and  dip  to  the  south  westward  at  an  angle  of  from  45^  to  50^ 
below  the  horizon.  Where  long  exposed  to  atmospheric  agencies, 
however,  above  the  cut,  on  the  slope  of  the  mountains,  they 
weather  to  a  light  yellowish-gray  color,  but  sometimes  show  rusty 
surfaces,  when  broken.  At  one  place,  a  little  above  the  east  end, 
and  on  the  south  side  of  this  cut,  I  found  a  mould  of  the  ventral 
valve  of  a  Spirifer  agreeing  exactly  with  that  of  the  more  ex- 
tended forms  of  jS.  mucronatus.  Associated  with  this,  however, 
were  numerous  casts  of  the  interior,  and  moulds  of  the  exterior, 
of  the  Chemung  species  8,  mesacostalis,  agreeing  in  all  respects 
with  the  transversely  extended  variety  of  that  shell,  as  found  in 
New  York,  not  only  in  form,  surface  markings,  and  the  charac- 
teristic mesial  rib,  but  also  in  having  a  deep  slit  in  casts  of  the 
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rostral  cavity,  left  by  a  prominent,  narrow,  internal  ridge  or  sep- 
tum, similar  to  that  seen  in  Spiri/erina.  In  the  same  beds  with 
these,  I  also  found  several  casts  agreeing  well  with  the  Chemnng 
species  Leiorhynchus  mesHcostalis^  and  Orthis  impresBa,  together 
with  the  Chemung  and  Hamilton  forms  Atrypa  reticularis  and 
Martinia  umbonata:  likewise  a  small  hemispherical  Productus, 
a  small  plicated  Bhynckonella,  and  an  Avicula  or  Pierinea^  like 
A.  spinigera. 

From  such  an  assemblage  of  fossils,  it  can  scarcely  be  doabted 
that  these  beds  belong  to  the  horizon  of  the  Chemung  groap  of 
the  New  York  Devonian  series.  It  is  true,  Spiri/ermiicronaius, 
is,  I  believe,  not  there  known  above  the  horizon  of  the  Hamilton 
group,  but  Prof.  Henry  D.  Rogers  states  that  it  occurs  in  the 
Chemung  in  Pennsylvania,  while  the  associated  species  form 
together  a  group  of  fossils  nowhere,  so  far  as  I  am  informed, 
ever  found  below  the  horizon  of  the  Chemung. 

About  half  a  mile  east  of  the  locality  where  the  above-men- 
tioned fossils  were  found,  I  collected  from  loose  pieces  of  fine- 
grained, gray,  somewhat  gritty  rock,  along  the  bed  of  a  little 
mountain  stream,  a  Schizodua  apparently  identical  with  a  New 
York  Chemung  species ;  and  from  a  cut  a  few  hundred  yards 
further  eastward,  from  a  similar  rock  in  place,  several  bivalves 
like  Chemung  forms,  along  with  casts  of  the  well-known  Chemnng 
species  Spirifer  disjunctus. 

The  beds  all  along  here  continue  to  dip  at  the  same  high  angle 
to  the  southeastward,  and  become  rather  more  gritty  in  that 
direction ;  while  immediately  east  of  the  last-mentioned  locality, 
small  masses  of  whitish,  more  or  less  pebbly  sandstone  had  slidden 
from  the  slope  above  the  road.  This  material  seems,  however, 
scarcely  to  form  a  continuous  bed  here,  but  apparently  passes 
into  fine-grained,  hard  gray  rock,  nearly  or  entirely  without  peb- 
bles. This,  more  or  less  pebbly  and  at  places  whitish  grit,  is 
very  probably  the  same  seen  dipping  to  the  northwestward,  five 
miles  below  the  springs  on  Howard's  Creek,  though  here  it  seems 
to  be  much  less  developed  as  a  distinct  mass  from  the  other  beds. 

At  a  point  some  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east  of  the  Alleghany 
tunnel,  exposures  were  seen  along  the  road,  of  rather  massive 
beds  of  hard,  bluish-gray,  more  or  less  gritty  rock,  alternating 
with  softer  crumbling  material  of  brownish  color,  the  whole  being 
much  like  the  beds  seen  in  the  cut  five  miles  below  the  sprioga 
At  one  place,  thin  local  seams  of  dark  shale,  and  some  little  coal 
were  seen  intercalated  among  these  rocks.  A  little  east  of  this 
the  road  curves  around  to  the  left,  in  a  northeast  djrection,  and 
enters  a  long  open  cut,  leading  to  the  southwestern  end  of  Lewis's 
tunnel ;  and  it  was  at  the  bottom  of  this  excavation  that  the 
plants  under  consideration  were  found. 

The  base  of  this  excavation  is  here  perhaps  some  twenty  odd 
feet  lower  than  the  exposures  containing  the  thin  seams  of  dark 
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shale  and  coaly  matter  already  meDtioned ;  bat  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  very  nearly,  if  not  exactly  at  the  same  geological  horizon, 
as  the  dip  of  the  strata  would  apparently  bring  those  seams  down 
to  this  level.     The  direction  of  the  cut  being  more  nearly  par- 
allel with  the   strike  of  the  strata  than  the  general  coarse  of  the 
road  west  of  this  curve,  the  beds  dip  more  obliquely  across  the 
excavation,  and  at  the  point  where  the  laborers  were  at  work 
when  I  was  there,  a  thin  seam  of  black,  more  or  less  shaly  matter, 
containing  at  places  a  few  inches  of  coal,  was  seen  passing  across 
the  bottom  of  the  cut.     This  seam  of  bituminous  shaly  matter  is 
very  irregular  in  thickness,  being  in  some  places  a  foot  or  more 
thick,  but  soon  thinning  out  to  a  few  inches.     The  included  coal 
is  also  even  more  irregular,  being  sometimes  several  inches  in 
thickness,  and  ag^in  thinning  to  a  mere  streak  of  black  bitu- 
minous shaly  matter,  or  sometimes  entirely  disappearing.    Where 
pure  and  not  crushed,*  it  often  presents  a  somewhat  lustrous 
appearance  like  anthracite,  but  it  burns  with  a  bright  flame  that 
shows  it  to  be  bituminous  or  semi-bitaminous.     Of  course  it 
does  not  exist  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  made  available  for  any 
practical  purposes,  but  its  occurrence  here  among  these   older 
strata,  so  far  beneath  the  horizon  of  the  true  Coal  measures,  and 
in  connection  with  so  many  beautiful  fossil  plants,  is,  to  the  geo- 
logist, an  interesting  fact,  as  it  shows  that  similar  physical  con- 
ditions to  those  that  gave  origin  to  our  great  widely  extended 
coal-beds  of   the  later  Carboniferous  period,  prevailed   locally 
here,   at  least  for  a  comparatively  brief  period  of  time,  long 
before  the  true  coal-producing  epoch. 

The  plants  found  associated  with  this  coal  occur  both  in  the 
more  or  less  dark-colored  shaly  matter,  and  in  the  fine-grained 
argillaceous  and  slightly  gritty  harder  rock  just  below  it,  as  well 
as  above.  The  wonderfully  perfect  condition  of  the  most  deli- 
cate fronds  of  the  ferns  found  here,  shows  that  these  plants  could 
not  have  been  drifted  any  great  distance,  by  streams  or  ocean 
currents,  before  being  buried  beneath  the  fine  sediment  now  form- 
ing the  rocks  in  which  they  are  imbedded,  but  that  they  must 
have  grown  at  least  near  the  locality  where  they  are  now  found. 
Hence  it  is  evident  that  while  the  vast  accumulations  of  sedi- 
mentary matter  composing  these  mountain  masses,  were  being 
deposited  upon  a  gradually  sinking  ocean  bottom,  there  were 
shores,  and  perhaps  islands  near,  that  supported  a  growth  of 
terrestrial  vegetation.  Indeed  it  is  probable  that  even  at  some 
of  the  very  spots  where  the  coal  is  found,  the  bed  upon  which  it 
rests  was  raised  slightly  above  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  that 
most  of  the  plants  of  which  the  coal  is  formed,  as  well  as  those 
with  which  it  is  associated,  may  have  grown  very  nearly,  or  pos- 

*  Being  a  much  softer  material  than  the  hard  rooks  above  and  below, 
this  seam  of  coal  and  shaly  matter  has,  at  some  places,  been  orashed  by 
the  movements  of  the  beds  ander  tremendoos  pressure. 
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siblj  in  some  cases  exactly  where  they  are  now  found.  Of  conne 
there  were  many  subseqaent  oscillations  of  level,  by  which  mach 
of  oar  continent  was  sank  deep  enoagh  beneath  the  ocean  le?el, 
to  receive  thousands  of  feet  in  thickness,  of  later  deposits,  and 
again  raised  to  its  present  elevation. 

The  walls  of  the  excavation  at  the  bottom  of  which  these  planti 
were  found,  are  composed  of  the  same  fine-textured,  more  or  leas 
hard,  gray  and  bluish-gray,  argillaceous,  slightly  gritty  beds,  ti 
some  of  those  containing  the  plants,  for  ten  or  twelve  feet  above 
the  bottom  of  the  cut;  and  farther  up,  apparently  much  the  same 
kind  of  rocks  continue  for  thirty  or  forty  feet,  alternating  with 
beds  of  softer,  crumbling,  brownish-red  material,  disposed  to  form 
red  clays  by  disintegration.  The  nature  of  the  rocks  composing 
the  mountains  here,  above  this  last-mentioned  horizon,  was  not 
determined  by  examination ;  and  no  organic  remains,  excepting 
those  of  the  plants  collected  here,  were  seen  at  this  locality. 

About  two  hundred  yards  to  the  northeastward  from  the  point 
where  the  plants  already  mentioned  were  taken  out  at  the  bottom 
of  the  cut,  excavations  were  in  progress  in  the  tunnel,  by  means 
of  a  vertical  shaft  sunk  on  an  elevation  more  than  one  hundred 
feet  above  the  actual  horizon  of  the  point  where  the  plants 
alluded  to  above  were  found.  The  rock  thrown  out  of  this  shaft 
is  a  very  hard,  compact,  rather  coarse-grained,  massive  grit,  oft 
light  bluish-gray  color,  differing  from  any  of  the  beds  exposed 
in,  or  directly  over,  the  cut  at  the  plant  locality.  It  is  brought 
up  from  the  shaft  generally  in  large,  irregular  massive  blocks,  as 
blasted  from  the  beds.  In  these  I  saw  many  fragments  of  stems 
and  branches  of  trees,  most  of  which  are  small,  but  I  obtained 
several  specimens  of  moderate  size,  one  of  which  consists  of  t 
fragment  broken  at  both  ends,  measuring  twenty-two  inches  in 
length,  and  three  to  four  inches  in  diameter.  Some  crushed  ex- 
amples seen  in  the  rock  appear  to  have  belonged  to  individuals 
of  considerably  larger  size.  All  of  these  specimens  are  coated, 
as  it  were,  by  a  bark-like  covering  of  shining  coaly  matter,  while 
inside  of  this  nothing  but  the  same  hard,  gritty  material  compos- 
ing the  surrounding  matrix  occurs.  Generally  no  well-defined 
markings  are  seen  either  on  the  surface  of  this  coaly  matter,  or 
on  the  rock  within.  On  one  of  the  specimens,  however,  obtained 
here,  there  are  pits  closely  resembling,  in  size,  form,  and  arrange- 
ments, those  of  the  genus  Stiqmaria, 

The  absence  of  surface  markings  on  most  of  these  specimens  is 
perhaps  due,  in  part,  to  the  fact  that  they  were  drifted  and  con- 
sequently abraded  before  being  deposited  here,  and  in  part  to  the 
tremendous  pressure  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  daring 
the  consolidation  of  the  rock,  or  its  subsequent  movements.  The 
evidences  of  pressure  are  seen  on  nearly  all  the  specimens,  which 
are  usually  found  crushed  and  broken,  with  the  surface  of  the 
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shining  coaly  covering  polished  and  striated  by  the  slipping  of 
contiguoas  portions  of  the  matrix  under  great  pressure. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  nearly  or  quite  all  of  the  plants  I 
obtained  here  in  a  condition  to  show  their  specific  characters, 
seem  to  be  new  species,  while  no  other  organic  remains  of  any 
kind  were  observed  in  these  beds  during  my  rather  limited  ex- 
amination, we  scarcely  have  the  means  of  determining  their  exact 
horizon  in  the  series.  The  affinities  of  the  several  species  of 
ferns  found  in  the  bed  at  the  bottom  of  the  cut,  at  this  place, 
would,  however,  favor  the  conclusion  that  they  belong  near  the 
junction  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  and  the  lower  Carboniferous, 
but  probably  in  the  latter. 

That  the  remains  of  Chemung  types  of  shells  occur  at  lower 
stratigraphical  positions  at  several  places*  between  here  and  Al- 
leghany tunnel,  has  already  been  stated.  There  must,  however, 
be  a  considerable  thickness  of  strata  intervening  between  these 
two  points,  the  dip  being  all  along  here,  I  should  think,  scarcely 
less  than  30°  to  40°  below  the  horizon,  and  perhaps  at  some 
points  more,  to  the  southeastward.  I  made  no  measurements 
of  distances,  angles  of  dip,  or  of  the  thickness  of  strata  (having 
no  instruments),  but  the  distance  between  the  two  tunnels,  by  the 
curve  of  the  road,  is,  I  was  informed,  about  one  and  a  half  miles. 
A  straight  line  between  these  two  points^  however,  would  not  be 
in  the  direction  of  the  dip,  but  obliquely  across  the  strike,  and 
something  less. 

The  distance,  by  a  right  line,  between  the  locality  where  I 
found  the  last  Chemung  foBsil8,'coming  eastward,  and  the  point 
where  the  remains  of  the  plants  were  found  in  the  cut  at  Lewis' 
tunnel,  1  should  think  little  more  than  half  a  mile ;  and,  making 
allowance  for  the  direction  of  this  line  with  relation  to  the  dip, 
there  would  seem  to  be  scarcely  less  than  1500  feet  of  strata,  and 
possibly  more,  between  the  horizons  of  these  two  points.  How 
much  if  any  of  this  space  may  be  occupied  by  Chemung  rocks 
remains  to  be  determined.  That  the  Chemung  extends  from  the 
furthest  eastward  point  at  which  I  found  its  characteristic  fossils, 
back  to  Alleghany  tunnel,  however,  where  the  same  types  occur, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  there  appears  to  be'  good  reason  to 
believe  that  there  are  from  1200  to  1500  feet  of  these  rocks  be- 
tween these  two  points.  Whether  or  not  the  Chemung  extends 
back  into  Alleghany  tunnel,  I  did  not  ascertain.  I  think  it  pro- 
bable, however,  that  at  least  a  part  of  the  strata  penetrated  by 
this  tunnel  belongs  to  the  horizon  of  the  Portage  group,  because 
among  the  material  brought  out  of  its  eastern  end.  I  saw  many 
thin  slabs,  of  bluish  and  greenish  tinge,  showing,  on  their  slightly 
glazed  surfaces,  fucoidal  markings  very  similar  to  Fucoides 
graphica,  so  characteristic  of  the  Portage  group  in  New  York. 
There  is  ample  space  between  this  point  and  the  White  Sulphur 
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Springs,  for  great  developments  of  the  Portage  and  Hamilton 
groups,  if  both  exist  here. 

The  thickness  of  the  Chemung  groap  was  formerly  estimated 
at  about  1500  feet  in  New  York ;  but  from  Col.  Jewett's  dis- 
covery, that  a  considerable  thickness  of  the  strata  forming  the 
Catskill  Mountains,  that  had  for  a  long  time  been  referred  to  the 
Old  Red  Sandstone,  really  belongs  to  the  Chemung,  we  may 
perhaps  infer  that  1500  feet  is  considerably  below  the  maximum 
thickness  of  the  latter  formation  in  New  York.  Prof  Henry  D. 
Rogers  estimated  its  greatest  thickness  in  Pennsylvania  at  more 
than  3000  feet. 

From  all  the  facts  observed,  I  had  at  one  time  supposed  tfas^ 
the  plant  bed  at  Lewis's  tunnel  holds  a  position  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  Devonian  ^  but  as  Prof.  Rogers  informs  me  that  the 
Old  Red,  if  it  exists  there,  is  probably  but  little  developed,  the  i 
position  of  these  plants  may  be  more  properly  within  the  inferior 
part  of  the  lower  ox  subcarboniferous  series. 

Fossil  Botany  not  coming  within  the  range  of  my  own  especial 
department  of  investigation,  my  object  in  studying  these  plants 
was,  at  first,  merely  to  identify  the  species,  which  it  was  supposed 
had  probably  been  described.  After  making  extensive  compari- 
sons, however,  with  the  figures  and  descriptions  in  a  large  number 
of  publications,  without  finding  any  species  agreeing  with  them, 
I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  they  are  new,  and  decided  to 
name  and  describe  them.  The  specimens,  however,  have  been 
submitted  to  Prof.  Lesqnereux,  and  afterwards  to  Dr.  Newberry, 
as  well  as  in  part  (with  tracings *of  others),  to  Prof.  J.  W.  Daw- 
son, of  Montreal,  all  of  whom  are  well  known  to  be  high  authori- 
ties on  fossil  botany;  and  these  gentlemen  concuned  in  the 
opinion  that  the  species  are  new ;  though  they  dififered  somewhat 
in  opinion  respecting  the  generic  affinities  of  the  ferns,  which 
happen  to  be  types  standing,  as  it  were,  intermediate  between 
several  of  the  established  genera.  This  peculiarity  of  Uiese 
forms,  and  the  fact  that  the  most  important  generic  character 
(the  nature  of  the  fructification)  can  very  rarely  be  seen  in  speci- 
mens of  these  older  types  of  fossil  ferns,  render  their  classifica- 
tion difficult,  and  give  origin  to  conflicting  opinions,  among  the 
most  careful  and  conscientious  observers,  respecting  the  generic 
names  under  which  the  species  should  be  ranged. 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  my  obligations  to  Prof. 
Dawson,  Prof  Lesqnereux,  and  Dr.  Newberry,  for  the  sugges- 
tions alluded  to  above,  respecting  these  plants. 

Lbpidodendron  scobinipoemb,  M. 
PI.  I,  fig.  1. 
Cicatrices  of  smaller  branches  moderately  distinct,  small,  or 
about  0.14  inch  in  length,  and  0.09  inch  in  breadth,  subovatein 
form,  or  rounded  above  and  tapering  to  a  mucronate  point  below, 
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placed  in  the  usaal  obliquelj  ascending  rows  so  as  to  present  a 
qainconcial  arrangement,  smooth  below.  Interspaces  smooth, 
somewhat  less  than  the  breadth  of  the  cicatrices,  measuring 
transYersely,  and  half  their  breadth  measuring  in  the  direction 
of  the  oblique  rows.  Leaf  scars  small,  placed  at  the  upper  end 
(and  usually  a  little  excentric  to  the  right)  of  the  cicatrices,  sub- 
ibombic,  about  as  wide  as  long,  with  upper  side  convex  in  out- 
line, the  lateral  angles  rounded,  and  the  base  abruptly  pointed ; 
sometimes  with  the  entire  outline  su'bcircular,  smooth,  or  without 
any  visible  vascular  pits  within. 

The  above  description  is  taken  from  a  portion  of  a  flattened 
branch  about  an  inch  and  a  half  wide,  showing  the  cicatrices  quite 
distinctly.  But  these  markings  present  a  great  diversity  of  ap- 
pearances on  different  portions  of  the  different  sized  branches  and 
tranks;  and,  consequently,  the  description  would  not  apply  to  all 
of  its  parts.  In  some  of  the  impressions  of  still  smaller  branches, 
or  individuals,  the  cicatrices  are  more  crowded  laterally,  more 
elongated,  proportionally  narrower,  and,  as  seen  in  a  cross  light, 
present  a  decided  elongate-rhombic  outline,  the  interspaces  being 
proportionally  narrow,  so  as  to«make  the  cicatrices  appear  as  if 
acutely  pointed,  both  above  and  below.  In  this  aspect,  the  leaf 
scars  are  scarcely  seen,  and  the  whole  surface  presents  much  the 
appearance  of  the  figure  of  Sigillaria  Ghemungensis,  given  on 
page  275  of  the  Report  on  the  fourth  Geological  District  of  New 
York.  Even  in  these  specimens,  however,  when  viewed  in  a 
different  light,  the  cicatrices  can  be  seen  to  be  really  more  or  less 
rounded  above,  and  the  leaf  scars  obscurely  defined.  On  still 
larger  branches,  the  cicatrices  become  more  and  more  faintly 
defined,  and  the  leaf  scars  proportionally  more  distinct  and  more 
scattering,  so  that  the  surface  looks  very  much  like  that  of  a 
Stigmaria,  In  following  the  markings  to  larger  and  larger 
branches,  or  individuals,  the  cicatrices  are  seen  gradually  to  be- 
come obsolete,  and  longitudinal  ridges  begin  to  be  developed.  On 
fragments,  apparently  of  the  trunk  of  the  same  tree,  these  ridges 
are  found  to  be  from  0.25  to  0.46  inch  in  breadth,  nearly  flat  (with 
sometimes  very  obscure  traces  of  irregular  longitudinal  strise), 
and  separated  by  narrow  irregularly  interrupted  furrows;  while 
A  single  row  of  the  small  scars  occurs  along  the  middle  of  each, 
^parated  by  intervals  of  about  0.50  inch.  Again  other  speci- 
mens, apparently  of  portions  of  the  trunk,  show  the  ridges  to 
ba?e  become  obsolete  or  nearly  so ;  but  the  leaf  scars  are  still 
8«en,  more  widely  separated,  and  more  obscurely  defined.  These 
longitudinally  ridged  specimens,  therefore,  present  very  nearly 
tbe  characters  of  Sigillaria,  Hence,  it  becomes  a  matter  of 
^me  doubt  to  which  one  of  the  three  genera,  Lepidodendron, 
^igmaria,  or  Sigillaria,  the  species  should  be  referred. 

It  is  true  that  the  specimens  seen  are  not  in  such  a  condition 
M  positiyely  to  demonstrate  that  they  all  belong  to  the  same 
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species — that  is,  do  one  individual  tree  has  been  seen  entire,  and 
showing  all  of  the  characters  mentioned — but  the  specimens  were 
found  flattened  together  in  the  same  matrix,  and  present  such 
an  uninterrupted  series  of  gradations  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  separate  them ;  and  to  leave  the  impression  on  the  mind  that 
they  really  belong  to  the  different  parts  of  the  same  species. 

Prof.  Lesquereux  has  also  informed  me,  that  after  figuring  and 
describing  his  Siigmaria  minuta,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Report, 
from  the  Lower  Carboniferous  of  the  State,  he  found  other  spe- 
cimens clearly  showing  very  similar  gradations  in  the  surface 
markings,  and  yet  under  circumstances  rendering  it  positively 
certain  that  they  all  belong  to  one  tree. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see,  the  markings  on  decorticated 
surfaces  all  become  nearly  obsolete. 

In  the  same  matrix  numerous  very  slender  grass-like  leaves 
occur  that  probably  belong  to  this  species.  The  widest  of  these 
are  not  more  than  0.13  inch  in  breadth,  while  some  of  them  can 
be  traced  to  a  length  of  more  than  seven  inches,  and  yet  they  are 
broken  at  both  ends,  and  appear  to  be  simple  and  almost  of  the 
same  breadth  throughout  the  entire  length.  They  are  always 
flattened  by  pressure,  and  generally  show  no  very  well-defined 
median  vein,  but  in  some  cases  they  appear  to  exhibit  traces  of 
about  four  longitudinal  lines,  or  veins. 

Stigbiaria  ?  (sp.  undetermined). 

The  specimens  of  this  fossil  in  the  collection  are  more  or  less 
compressed  laterally  by  accidental  pressure,  and  surrounded  by  a 
thin  bark-like  covering  of  shiuing  coal.  Generally  they  show 
scarcely  any  traces  of  surface  scars ;  but  one  of  them  about  19 
inches  in  length,  with  both  ends  broken  away,  and  measuring  at 
the  larger  end  (which  rather  suddenly  enlarges),  3,  by  a  little 
more  than  5^  inches  in  diameter,  and  at  the  smaller  2.40  by  4.30 
inches  in  diameter,  retains  the  scars  or  pits  on  the  decorticated 
surfaces,  with  some  degree  of  distinctness.  These  are  alternately 
arranged  in  obliquely  ascending  rows,  and  are  simple,  vertically 
elongated  depressions,  deepest  in  the  middle,  and  becoming 
rapidly  shallower  and  narrowed  to  nothing  above  and  below.  In 
the  direction  of  the  spiral  rows,  as  well  as  transversely,  they 
measure  about  0.40  inch  from  the  middle  of  one  to  that  of  the 
next ;  while  the  interspaces  are  sometimes  obscurely  and  irregu- 
larly a  little  wrinkled  longitudinally. 

The  whole  interior,  within  the  surrounding  bark-like  coating 
of  coal,  is  merely  composed  of  the  hard,  rather  fine  gritty  mate- 
rial composing  the  surrounding  matrix,  and  shows  no  traces 
of  an  eccentric  pith.  This  latter  fact  and  the  rather  elongated 
form  of  the  surface  pits,  without  any  ring  or  elevated  point 
within,  render  it  doubtful  whether  or  not  this  form  can  be  pro* 
perly  referred  to  the  genus  iitigmaria. 
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The  specimens  of  this  species  do  not  occur  directly  associated 
with  the  other  plants  described  in  this  paper,  but  at  a  somewhat 
higher  geological  horizon,  about  one  or  two  hundred  yards  fur- 
ther eastward. 

Carpolithks? 

PI.  I,  fig.  4. 

These  bodies  may  or  may  not  be  fruits,  as  they  are  too  im- 
perfectly preserved  and  defined  to  be  satisfactorily  determined. 
They  seem  to  have  been  vesicular,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  have  pos- 
sessed little  solid  substance,  as  they  are  almost  entirely  flattened 
by  pressure.  As  thus  seen  flattened  in  the  matrix,  they  most 
generally  present  a  spatulate  outline,  and  vary  in  length  from  1 
inch  to  1.60  inches,  and  from  0.20  to  0.30  inch  in  breadth,  the 
widest  part  being  generally  near  one  end ;  while  the  opposite 
end  is  sometimes  abruptly  pointed,  and  the  other  usually  more 
obtuse,  or  more  or  less  rounded.  They  show  no  surface  markings 
of  any  kind. 

CyCLOPTERIS  ?    (AROHiBOPTERIS)    LeSCURIANA,  M. 
pi.  II,  fig.  1,  a,  6,  c. 

Frond  tripinnate,*  attaining  a  large  size,  primary  pinn©  lance- 
ovate  or  lanceolate  in  general  outline,  with  a  moderately  stout, 
straight,  somewhat  rugose  rachis.  Secondary  pinnae  regularly 
alternating,  rather  approximate,  lanceolate,  nearly  straight  or  a 
little  arched  upward,  with  a  slender,  very  slightly  flexuous  rachis, 
that  diverges  from  the  secondary  one  at  distinctly  less  than  a 
right  angle.  Tertiary  divisions  or  pinnules  regularly  alternating, 
narrowed  below  to  the  short  oblique  petiole,  the  lower  or  inner 
ones  being  deeply  divided  into  from  three  to  five  (rarely  six) 
alternating,  moderately  divergent,  narrow  sublanceolate,  simple, 
or  rarely  dentate  leaflets ;  upper  ones  gradually  becoming  less 
and  less  divided,  until  they  pass  into  merely  slightly  dentate,  or 
simple  lanceolate  forms  that  are  more  oblique  to,  and  slightly 
decurrent  upon,  the  rachis.  Nervation  rather  obscure ;  nerves 
not  very  numerous,  moderately  diverging,  and  apparently  several 
times  bifurcating. f 

*  The  desoripliona  of  this  and  the  following  species,  are  drawn  np 
under  the  sapposition  that  the  largest  ftpeoimens  fonnd  are  not  fronds, 
bat  mere  divisions  of  the  same.  If  thej  should  he  foand  to  be  entire 
frond:!,  howev«*r,  of  coarse  the  description  wonld  hav.«  to  be  modified  to 
correspond,  as  in  that  case  the  species  should  be  described  as  bi-pinnatOi 
ftnd  the  division  termed  secondary  pinna,  woald  be  primary,  etc. 

t  In  some  of  the  specimens  the  app<'r  side  of  the  pinnules  can  be  seen 
under  a  strong  ma^ifier  in  a  cross  light,  to  be  covered  by  naroeroas 
extremely  minute,  crowded  longitudinal  striao,  apparently  independent  of 
the  nervation.  These  stris  can  be  traced  down  the  narrowed  base,  or 
Petiole,  upon  and  along  the  rachis. 
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The  specimens  apparently  belonging  to  this  species  before  me, 
present  considerable  variations  of  form  and  other  characters,  some 
being  decidedly  narrower,  with  their  pinnae  shorter,  more  distant, 
and  more  oblique,  and  their  pinnnles  less  divided.  These,  how- 
ever, probably  belong  to  different  parts  of  the  frond  from  that 
de.scribed  here  as  the  typical  form  of  the  species.  Others  hare 
the  pinnsB  and  pinnules,  as  well  as  the  subdivisions  of  the  latter, 
smaller  and  proportionally  more  slender,  and  presenting  a  more 
delicate  appearance  throaghout.  These  latter  may  possibly  be- 
long to  a  distinct  species,  but  they  agree  so  nearly  in  all  other 
respects  with  the  form  described  as  to  leave  the  impression  thtt 
the  whole  series  belongs  to  one  somewhat  variable  species. 

This  species  has  much  the  aspect  of  a  Sphenopteris^  to  whidi 
Dr.  Newberry  thought  it  might  be  referred  without  impropriety. 
In  this  opinion  Prof.  Dawson  was  inclined  to  concur  on  examin- 
ing a  photograph  of  it.  On  a  critical  examination  of  its  nerva- 
tion, as  seen  in  some  specimens  sent  to  him,  he  writes  that  be 
thinks  it  belongs  more  properly  to  the  same  group  as  Archstop- 
teris  Halliana  (=  Sphenopteris  laxa,  Hall),  to  which  I  had  from 
the  first  supposed  it  to  be  related.  Prof.  Lesquereux,  to  whom  I 
showed  the  specimens,  also  supposed  the  species  to  belong  to 
Falseopteris  of  Schimper,  which  is  the  same  as  Archseopteris, 
Dawson,  the  name  Palmopteris  being  preoccupied.  Some  other 
high  authorities  on  fossil. botany,  however,  have  arranged  similar 
forms  under  the  names  Asplenites  and  AdiantUes. 

From  these  remarks  the  student  will  readily  understand  that 
in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  limits 
between  several  of  these  older  groups  of  fossil  ferns,  and  the 
consequent  confusion  existing  in  their  nomenclature,  it  is  im- 
possible to  determine  beyond  doubt  under  what  genus  this  species 
may  ultimately  have  to  be  ranged,  when  all  of  these  questions 
can  be  settled.  It  may  therefore  have  to  take  the  name  Sphenr 
opteris  Lescuriana,  or  AdiantUes  (Aaplenitea)  Lescurianus,  Or, 
possibly,  in  case  the  name  Palaeopieris  of  Oenitz  should  be  found 
not  to  have  been  based  upon  a  tenable  genus,  so  that  Schimper's 
name  Falseopteris  would  have  to  replace  Archssopteris,  our  species 
may  have  to  be  called  Falseopteris  Lescuriana. 

Specifically  this  form  will  be  readily  distinguished  from  Cycl 
(Archseopteris)  Halliana,  by  wanting  the  row  of  broad  separate 
pinnules  along  its  rachis  between  the  pinnte  as  seen  in  that  species, 
as  well  as  by  its  more  divided  inner  pinnules  and  more  rigid  pinnse. 
Prof.  Dawson  thinks  it  more  nearly  related  to  his  C.  (Falseop- 
teris) Rogersi,  though,  on  comparison,  he  says  he  finds  that  the 
Rogersi  has  larger  pinnse,  and  more  obtuse  as  well  as  larger 
pinnules,  and  a  somewhat  different  venation. 
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Ctolopteris  Yiroiniana,  M. 

PI.  I,  fig.  3,  a,  6,  c. 

Frond  apparently  attaining  a  large  size,  and  probably  tripin- 
nate.  Primary  pinnse  with  a  rather  stout,  rigid,  smooth,  or 
slightly  striated  rachis.  Secondary  pinns  long  lanceolate, 
regularly  alternating,  nearly  straight,  rather  closely  arranged, 
and  standing  nearly  or  quite  at  right  angles  to  the  rachis. 
Pinnules  more  oblique,  rather  approximate  and  regularly  alter- 
nating ;  lower  or  inner  ones  shorter  and  broader  than  the  others, 
abruptly  narrowed,  or  apparently  sometimes  subcordate  at  the 
base,  and  attached  to  the  rachis  by  an  extremely  short  petiole, 
more  or  less  distinctly  trilobate,  the  lobes  being  obtuse,  and 
broad-ovate  in  form;  succeeding  pinnules  gradually  becoming 
fiye-lobed,  more  elongated,  or  obtusely  sublanceolate,  more  ob- 
lique, and  less  abruptly  tapering  at  the  base  ;  beyond  these,  the 
ethers  are  less  and  less  strongly  lobed,  or  merely  undulated  on 
the  margins,  while  a  few  near  the  extremities  of  the  pinnse  are 
quite  simple,  still  more  oblique,  and  very' gradually  tapering 
to,  and  more  or  less  decurrent  upon,  the  rachis.  Nervation  dis- 
tinct, nerves  slender,  palmately  spreading,  and  bifurcating  seve- 
ral times. 

If  specimens  of  this  species,  like  the  one  figured,  are  imperfect 
primary  pinnse,  and  not  fronds,  it  must  have  been  a  very  large 
beautiful  fern.  It  seems  to  have  been  much  more  rare  than  the 
last,  as  only  the  two  specimens  figured  occur  in  a  collection,  con- 
taining fifteen  or  sixteen  more  or  less  imperfect  examples  of  the 
last. 

Although  very  distinct  specifically  from  the  foregoing,  this 
seems,  like  that  form,  to  stand  as  it  were  intermediate  between 
several  of  the  established  genera.  In  some  respects  it  is  related 
to  both  Sphenopteris  and  Cyclopteris,  while  Prof.  Schimper  has 
included  some  similar  forms  in  his  genus  Triphyllcpteris.  Still 
other  high  authorities  have  placed  apparently  congeneric  forms 
under  the  names  Adiantites  and  Asplenites,  It  is  therefore  pos- 
sible that  when  the  aflBnities  of  the  ancient  types  of  ferns  can  be 
better  understood,  and  the  confusion  that  now  exists  in  their 
nomenclature  is  corrected,  the  name  of  this  species  may  have 
to  be  changed  to  Sphenopteris  or  Triphyllopieris  Virginiana. 
I  am  not  sure,  however,  that  it  should  not  be  called  Archseopteris 
IPaleeopteris)  Virginiana, 

Ctou>pteris  (AaoHiEOPTERis)  Alleghanensis,  M. 

PI.  I,  fig.  2,  a,  6. 

Frond  tri-  or  bipinnate.  Primary  pinnse  (or  possibly  the 
frond)  narrow,  or  apparently  lanceolate,  with  a  comparatively 
•tfong,  transversely  wrinkled,   rigid   rachis,   that  is   provided 
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with  short,  sablanceolate,  regularly  alternating,  rather  crowded 
pinnae,  directed  nearly  at  right  angles  to  its  sides.  Pinnules  simple, 
alternate,  very  obtase,  and  varying  from  snbcircular  to  obovate, 
those  nearest  the  rachis  being  sometimes  nearly  circalar,  and 
connected  with  the  rachis  by  an  extremely  short  petiole,  or  almost 
sessile ;  those  farther  oat  narrower,  more  oblique,  and  tapering 
to  a  narrow  base  that  is  more  or  less  decurrent  on  the  rachis; 
terminal  one  sometimes  a  little  larger  than  the  smaller  of  the 
others,  and  partly  conflaent  with  the  nearest  of  the  latter. 
Nervation  moderately  distinct ;  nerves  spreading  from  the  base, 
and  bifurcating  two  or  three  times. 

This  is  probably  a  smaller  species  than  either  of  the  other  two 
already  described,  and  is  very  distinct  from  them  both  in  tbe 
form  and  simplicity  of  its  pinnules.  But  the  single  imperfect 
specimen  of  it  figured  was  found,  and  it  occurred  directly  asso- 
ciated with  the  others.  In  the  form  of  its  pinnules  and  their 
nervation  it  resembles  Archseopteris  (Nceggerathta)  minora  of 
Lesquereux,  but  its  pinnsB  and  pinnules  are  much  more  crowded 
and  shorter. 

For  the  reasons  already  explained,  future  corrections  of  nomen- 
clature  may  require  the  name  of  this  species  ts  be  written  Adian- 
titea  {Asplenites)  AlUglianensia,  or  PaUeopteris  Alleghanensis. 
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ON  SOUND  IN  RELATION  TO  FOG-SIGNALS,  PROM 
INVESTIGATIONS  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OP 
THE  U  S.  LIGHT  HOUSE  BOARD. 

Bt  JOSEPH  HENRY. 

(Rbad  Dicbmbu  11, 1872.) 

(Before  reading  this  paper  Prof.  Henry,  aa  President,  made  the  follow- 
iog  preliminar/  remarks.) 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  have  this  evening  called  an 
extra  meeting  of  the  Society  to  embrace  the  opportunity  to  invite 
a  few  friends  to  meet  Professor  Tyndall.  They  have  extended 
this  courtesy  to  him  as  a  mark  of  the  high  appreciation  which 
the  Society  entertains  of  his  scientific  labors.  As  the  worthy 
successor  of  Faraday,  we  recognize  him  as  among  the  first  con- 
tributors to  the  physical  science  of  the  day.  Although  this  is  an 
extra  meeting,  the  proceedings  will  not  differ  essentially  from 
those  of  ordinary  meetings,  but  will  consist  in  the  presentation 
of  communications  purporting  to  be  additions  to  knowledge,  and 
in  discussions  regarding  them.  We  trust  that  Doctor  Tyndall, 
and  the  other  invited  guests,  will  join  in  the  discussion,  and  in 
the  communication  of  any  facts,  which  the  occasion  may  recall  to 
memory,  pertaining  to  the  subjects  under  consideration. 


The  communication  which  I  propose  to  make  this  evening  Is 
brought  forward  at  this  time  especially  on  account  of  the  presence 
of  Doctor  Tyndall,  he  being  connected  with  the  Light  House 
system  of  Great  Britain,  while  the  facts  I  have  to  state  are  con- 
nected with  the  Light  House  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
must  therefore  be  of  interest  to  our  distinguished  visitor.  The 
facts  I  have  to  present  form  part  of  a  general  report  to  be  pub- 
hshed  by  the  U.  S.  Light  House  Board. 

The  Light  House  Board  of  the  United  States  has  from  its  first 
establishment  aimed  not  only  to  furnish  our  sea-coast  with  all 
the  aids  to  navigation  that  have  been  suggested  by  the  experience 
of  other  countries  and  to  adopt  the  latest  improvements,  but  also 
to  enrich  the  Light  House  service  with  the  results  of  new  investi- 
gations and  new  devices  for  the  improvement  of  its  efficiency,  or, 
in  other  words,  to  add  its  share  to  the  advance  of  a  system  which 
pertains  to  the  wants  of  the  highest  civilization. 

Among  the  obstructions  to  navigation  none  are  more  serious, 
especially  on  the  American  coast,  than  those  caused  by  fogs. 

Fog,  as  it  is  well  known,  is  due  to  the  mingling  of  warmer 
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air  sarcharged  with  moisture  with  colder  air,  and  nowhere  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth  do  more  favorable  conditions  exist  for  pro- 
ducing fogs  than  on  both  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts.  On 
the  Atlantic  the  cold  stream  of  water  from  the  polar  regions  in 
its  passage  southward,  on  account  of  the  rotation  of  the  earth, 
passes  close  along  our  eastern  coast  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other,  and  parallel  to  this  but  opposite  in  direction,  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  is  the  great  current  of  warm  water  known  as 
the  Gulf  stream.  Above  the  latter  the  air  is  constantly  surcharged 
with  moisture,  and  consequently  whenever  light  winds  blow  from 
the  latter  across  the  former,  the  vapor  is  condensed  into  fog,  and 
since  in  summer  along  our  eastern  coast  the  southerly  wind  pre- 
vails, we  have  during  July,  August,  and  September,  especially  on 
the  coast  of  Maine,  an  almost  continuous  prevalence  of  fogs  so 
dense  that  distant  vision  is  entirely  obstructed. 

On  the  western  coast  the  great  current  of  the  Pacific,  after 
having  been  cooled  in  the  northern  regions,  in  its  passage  south- 
ward gives  rise  to  cold  and  warm  water  in  juxtaposition,  or,  in 
other  words,  a  current  of  the  former  through  the  latter,  and  hence 
whenever  a  wind  blows  across  the  current  of  cold  water,  a  fog  is 
produced. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  it  is  evident  that  among  the  aids 
to  navigation  fog-signals  are  almost  as  important  as  light  houses. 
The  application,  however,  of  the  science  of  acoustics  to  the  former 
is  far  less  advanced  than  is  that  of  optics  to  the  latter.  Indeed, 
attempts  have  been  made  to  apply  lights  of  superior  penetrating 
power,  as  the  electric  and  calcium  lights,  to  supersede  the  imperfect 
fog-signals  in  use.  When,  however,  we  consider  the  fact  that  the 
absorptive  power  of  a  stratum  of  cloud,  which  is  but  a  lighter  fog, 
of  not  more  than  two  or  three  miles  in  thickness,  is  sufficient  to 
obscure  the  image  of  the  sun,  the  intensity  of  the  light  of  which 
is  greater  than  that  of  any  artificial  light,  it  must  be  evident 
that  optical  means  are  insufficient  for  obviating  the  difficulty  in 
question. 

The  great  extent  of  the  portions  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  subject  to  fogs,  renders  the  investigation  of  the 
subject  of  fog-signals  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
Light  House  Board. 

In  studying  this  subject  it  becomes  a  question  of  importance  to 
ascertain  whether  waves  of  sound,  like  those  of  light,  are  absorbed 
or  stifled  by  fog;  on  this  point,  however,  observers  disagree.  At 
first  sight,  from  the  very  striking  analogy  which  exists  in  many 
respects  between  light  and  sound,  the  opinion  has  largely  pre- 
vailed that  sound  is  impeded  by  fog.  But  those  who  have  not 
been  influenced  by  this  analogy  have  in  some  instances  adopted 
the  opposite  opinion — that  sound  is  better  heard  during  a  fof^ 
than  in  clear  weather.  To  settle  this  question  definitely  the  Light 
House  Board  have  directed  that  at  two  light  houses  on  the  route 
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from  Boston  to  St.  John,  the  fog-signals  shall  be  sounded  everj 
day  CD  which  the  steamboats  from  these  ports  pass  the  station, 
both  in  clear  and  foggy  weather,  the  pilots  on  board  these  vessels 
having,  for  a  small  gratuity,  engaged  to  note  the  actual  distance 
of  the  boat  when  the  sound  is  first  heard  on  approaching  the  sig- 
nal, and  is  last  heard  on  receding  from  it.  The  boats  above  men- 
tioned estimate  their  distance  with  considerable  precision  by  the 
number  of  revolutions  of  the  paddle-wheel  as  recorded  by  the 
indicator  of  the  engine,  and  it  is  hoped  by  this  means  to  definitely 
decide  the  point  in  question.  We  think  it  highly  probable  that 
fog  does  somewhat  diminish  the  penetrating  power  of  sound,  or, 
in  other  words,  produce  an  efiect  analogous  to  the  propagation 
of  light  But  when  we  consider  the  extreme  minuteness  of  the 
particles  of  water  constituting  the  fog  as  compared  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  waves  of  sound,  the  analogy  does  not  hold  except 
in  so  small  a  degree  as  to  be  of  no  practical  importance,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  existence  of  fog  is  a  true  but,  we  think,  an  insuf- 
cient  cause  of  diminution  of  sound,  which  view  is  borne  out  by 
the  great  distance  at  which  our  signals  are  heard  during  a  dense 
fog.  / 

Another  cause,  which  without  doubt  is  a  true  one,  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  penetrating  power  of  sound  is  the  varying  density  of 
the  atmosphere,  from  heat  and  moisture,  in  long  distances.  The 
effect  of  this,  however,  would  apparently  be  to  slightly  distort  the 
wave  of  sound  rather  than  to  obliterate  it.  However'this  may  be, 
we  think,  from  all  the  observations  we  have  made,  the  effect  is 
small  in  comparison  with  another  cause,  viz.,  that  of  the  influence 
of  WIND.  During  a  residence  of  several  weeks  at  the  sea-shore,  the 
variation  in  intensity  of  the  sound  of  the  breakers  at  a  distance  of 
about  a  mile  in  no  case  appeared  to  be  coincident  with  the  varia- 
tions of  an  aneroid  barometer  or  a  thermometer,  but  in  every  in- 
Btance  it  was  affected  by  the  direction  of  the  wind.  The  variation 
in  the  distinctness  of  the  sound  of  a  distant  instrument  as  depending 
on  the  direction  of  the  wind  is  so  marked  that  we  are  warranted 
in  considering  it  the  principal  cause  of  the  ineflBciency  in  certain 
cases  of  the  most  powerful  fog-signals.  The  effect  of  the  wind  is 
usually  attributed,  without  due  consideration,  to  the  motion  of 
^e  body  of  air  between  the  hearer  and  the  sounding  instrument :  in 
the  case  of  its  coming  towards  him  it  is  supposed  that  the  velocity 
of  the  sound  is  reinforced  by  the  motion  of  the  air,  and  when  in 
tbe  opposite  direction  that  it  is  retarded  in  an  equal  degree.  A 
Httle  reflection,  however,  will  show  that  this  cannot  be  the  cause 
of  the  phenomenon  in  question,  since  the  velocity  of  sound  is  so 
vastly  greater  than  that  of  any  ordinary  wind,  that  the  latter  can 
only  impede  the  progress  of  the  former  by  a  very  small  percentage 
of  the  whole.  Professor  Stokes,  of  Cambridge  University,  Eng- 
land, has  offered  a  very  ingenious  hypothetical  explanation  of 
wind  on  sound,  which  we  think  has  an  important  practical  bear- 
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ing,  especially  in  directing  the  line  of  research  and  subsequent 
application  of  principles. 

His  explanation  rests  upon  the  fact  that  daring  the  passage  of 
a  wind  between  the  observer  and  the  sounding  instruroeut  the 
Telocity  of  this  will  be  more  retarded  at  the  surface  of  the  earth 
on  account  of  friction  and  other  obstacles,  and  that  the  velocity 
of  the  stratum  immediately  above  will  be  retarded  by  that  below, 
and  so  on,  the  obstruction  being  lessened  as  we  ascend  through 
the  strata.  From  this  it  follows  that  the  sound  wave  will  be  de- 
formed and  the  direction  of  its  normal  changed.  Suppose,  for 
example,  that  the  wind  is  blowing  directly  from  the  obser?er. 
In  this  case  the  retardation  of  the  sound  wave  will  be  greater 
above  than  below,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  wave-front  will 
be  thrown  backwards  so  that  the  axis  of  the  phonic  ray  will 
be  deflected  upwards,  and  over  the  head  of  the  observer.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  deep  river  of  wind  is  blowing  directly  towards 
the  observer,  the  upper  part  of  the  front  of  the  wave  will  be  in- 
clined down  and  towards  him,  concentrating  the  sound  along  the 
surface  of  the  earth. 

The  science  of  acoustics  in  regard  to  the  phenomena  of  sonnd 
as  exhibited  in  limited  spaces  has  been  developed  with  signal 
success.  The  laws  of  its  production,  propagation,  reflection,  and 
refraction  have  been  determined  with  much  precision,  so  that 
we  are  enabled  in  most  cases  to  explain,  predict,  and  control  the 
phenomena  exhibited  under  given  conditions.  But  in  case  of  loud 
sounds  and  those  which  are  propagated  to  a  great  distance,  socb 
as  are  to  be  employed  as  fog-signals,  considerable  obscurity  still 
exists.  As  an  illustration  of  this  I  may  mention  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  apparently  abnormal  phenomena.  Gen.  Warren 
informs  me  that  at  the  battle  of  Seven  Piues,  in  June,  1862, 
near  Richmond,  Gen.  Johnston,  of  the  Confederate  army,  was 
within  three  miles  of  the  scene  of  action  with  a  force  intended  to 
attack  the  flank  of  the  Northern  forces,  and  although  listening  at- 
tentively for  the  sound  of  the  commencement  of  the  engagement, 
the  battle,  which  was  a  severe  one,  and  lasting  about  three 
hours,  ended  without  his  having  heard  a  single  gun.  (See  John- 
ston's Report.)  Another  case  of  a  similar  kind  occurred  to  Gen. 
McClellan  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mills,  June  27,  1862,  also 
near  Richmond.  Although  a  sharp  engagement  was  progressing 
within  three  or  four  miles  for  four  or  five  hours,  the  general  and 
his  staff  were  unaware  of  its  occqrrenoe,  and  when  their  attention 
was  called  to  some  feeble  sound  they  bad  no  idea  that  it  was 
from  anything  more  than  a  skirmish  of  little  importance.  (See 
Report  of  the  Commission  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War.)  A  third 
and  perhaps  still  more  remarkable  instance  is  ^iven  in  a  skirmish  , 
between  a  part  of  the  2d  Corps  under  Gen.  Warren  and  a  force 
of  the  enemy.  In  this  case  the  sound  of  the  firing  was  heard 
more  distinctly  at  Gen.  Meade's  head-quArtera  than  it  was  at  the 
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tiead-qnarters  of  the  2d  corps  itself,  although  the  latter  was 
about  midway  between  the  former  and  the  point  of  conflict.  In- 
deed the  sound  appeared  so  near  Gen.  Meade's  camp  that  the 
impression  was  made  that  the  enemy  had  gotten  between  it  and 
Oen.  Warren's  command.  In  fact  so  many  instances  occurred 
of  wrong  impressions  as  to  direction  and  distance  derived  from 
the  sound  of  guns  that  little  reliance  came  to  be  placed  on  these 
indications. 

In  the  report  of  a  series  of  experiments  made  nnder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Light  House  Board  by  Gen.  Duane  of  the  Engineer 
Corps  is  the  following  remark :  "  The  most  perplexing  difficulty 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  fog-signal  often  appears  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  a  belt  varying  in  radius  from  one  to  one  and  a  half 
miles.  Thus  in  moving  directly  from  a  station  the  sound  is  au- 
dible for  the  distance  of  a  mile,  is  then  lost  for  about  the  same 
distance,  after  which  it  is  again  distinctly  heard  for  a  long 
time." 

Again,  in  a  series  of  experiments  at  which  Sir  Frederic  Arrow 
and  Captain  Webb,  of  the  Trinity  Board,  assisted,  it  was  found 
that  in  passing  in  the  rear  of  the  opposite  side  of  an  island  in 
front  of  which  a  fog-signal  was  pla  ed,  the  sound  entirely  dis- 
appeared., but  by  going  further  off  to  the  distance  of  two  or  three 
miles  it  reappeared  in  full  force,  even  with  a  large  island  inter- 
vening. Again,  from  the  experiments  made  under  the  immedi- 
ate direction  of  the  present  chairman  of  the  Light  House  Board, 
with  the  assistance  of  Admiral  Powell  and  Mr.  Lederle,  the  Light 
House  Engineer,  and  also  from  separate  experiments  made  by 
Oen.  Duane,  it  appears  that  while  a  reflector,  in  the  focus  of  which 
a  steam  whistle  or  ordinary  bell  is  placed,  reinforces  the  sound 
for  a  short  distance,  it  produces  little  or  no  effect  at  the  distance 
of  two  or  three  miles,  and,  indeed,  the  instrument  can  be  as  well 
heard  in  still  air  at  the  distance  of  four  or  five  miles  in  the  line 
of  the  axis  of  the  reflector,  whether  the  ear  be  placed  before  or 
behind  it.  From  these  results  we  would  iner  that  the  lateral 
divergency  of  sound,  or  its  tendency  to  spread  laterally  as  it  passes 
from  its  source,  is  much  greater  than  has  been  supposed  from 
experiments  on  a  small  scale.  The  idea  we  wish  to  convey  by 
this  ia  that  a  beam  of  sound  issuing  through  an  orifice,  although 
at  first  proceeding,  like  a  beam  of  light  in  parallel  rays,  soon 
begins  to  diverge  and  spread  out  into  a  cone,  and  at  a  sufficient 
distance  may  include  even  the  entire  horizon. 

We  may  mention  also  in  this  connection  that  from  the  general 
fact  expressed  by  the  divergence  of  the  rays  of  sound,  the  appli- 
«ation  of  reflection  as  a  means  of  reinforcing  sound  must  in  a 
considerable  degree  of  necessity  be  a  failure. 

By  the  application  of  the  principle  we  have  stated  and  the  effect 
of  the  wind  in  connection  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  topography 
of  a  region  and  the  position  of  the  sounding  body,  we  think  that  not 
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only  may  most  of  the  phenomena  we  have  just  mentioned  be  ac- 
counted for,  but  also  that  other  abnormal  effects  may  be  anticipated. 

In  critically  examining  the  position  of  the  sounding  body  in 
the  experiment  we  have  mentioned,  in  which  Sir  Frederic  Arrow 
and  Captain  Webb  assisted,  it  was  found  that  the  signal  was 
placed  on  the  side  of  a  bank  with  a  large  house  directly  in  the 
rear,  the  roof  of  which  tended  to  deflect  the  sound  upwards  so  as  to 
produce  in  the  rear  a  shadow,  but  on  account  of  the  divergency  of 
the  beam  this  shadow  vanished  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and 
a  half  or  two  miles,  and  at  the  distance  of  say  three  miles  the 
sound  of  the  instrument  was  distinctly  heard.  I  doubt  not  that, 
on  examination,  all  the  cases  mentioned  by  General  Duane,  with 
one  exception,  might  be  referred  to  the  same  principle,  the  excep- 
tion being  expressed  in  the  following  remarkable  statement  in  bis 
report  to  the  Light  House  Board :  "  The  fog-signals  have  fre- 
quently been  heai^  at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  and  as  frequently 
cannot  be  heard  at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  and  with  no  percepti- 
ble difference  in  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  The  signal  is  often 
heard  at  a  greater  distance  in  one  direction,  while  in  another  it 
will  be  scarcely  audible  at  the  distance  of  a  mile.  For  example,  the 
whistle  at  Cape  Elizabeth  can  always  be  distinctly  heard  in  Port- 
land— a  distance  of  nine  miles — daring  a  heavy  northeast  snow 
storm,  the  wind  blowing  a  gale  nearly  from  Portland  towards  the 
whistle." 

This  is  so  abnormal  a  case,  and  so  contrary  to  generally  T^ 
ceived  opinion,  that  I  hesitated  to  have  it  published  under  the 
authority  of  the  Board  until  it  could  be  verified  and  more 
thoroughly  examined.  In  all  the  observations  that  have  been 
made  under  my  immediate  supervision,  the  sound  has  always 
been  heard  further  with  the  wind  than  against  it.  It  woold 
appear,  therefore,  from  all  the  observations  that  the  normal  effect 
of  the  wind  is  to  diminish  the  sound  in  blowing  directly  against  it 

There  is,  however,  a  meteorological  condition  of  the  atmosphere 
during  a  northeast  storm  on  our  coast  which  appears  to  me  to 
have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  phenomenon  in  question.  It  is  this : 
that,  while  a  violent  wind  is  blowing  from  the  northeast  into  the 
interior  of  the  country,  a  wind  of  equal  intensity  is  blowing  in  an 
opposite  direction  at  an  elevation  of  a  mile  or  two.  This  is  shown 
by  the  rapidly  eastwardly  motion  of  the  upper  clouds  as  occasion- 
ally seen  through  breaks  in  the  lower. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  this  principle  I  may  mention  that 
on  one  occasion  (in  1855)  I  started,  on  my  way  to  Boston  from 
Albany,  in  the  morning  of  a  clear  day  with  a  westerly  wind.  The 
weather  continued  clear  and  pleasant  until  after  passing  the  Con- 
necticut River,  and  until  within  fifty  miles  of  Boston.  We  then 
encountered  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  which  continued  until 
we  reached  the  city.  On  inquiry  I  learned  that  the  storm  had 
commenced  in  Boston  the  evening  before,  and,  although  the  wind 
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bad  been  blowing  violentlj  towards  Albany  for  iwenty  hours,  it 
bad  not  reached  inwardly  more  than  fifty  miles.  At  this  point 
it  met  the  west  wind  and  was  turned  back  above  in  almost  a 
parallel  current.  This  is  the  general  character  of  northeast 
storms  along  our  coast,  as  shown  by  Mr.  Espy,  and  is  directly 
applicable  to  the  phenomenon  mentioned  by  General  Duane,  and 
which,  from  the  frequency  with  which  he  has  witnessed  the  occur- 
rence, we  must  accept  as  a  fact,  though  by  no  means  a  general 
one  applicable  to  all  stations.  While  a  violent  wind  was  blowing 
towards  his  place  of  observation  from  Cape  Elizabeth,  at  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth,  a  parallel  current  of  air  was  flowing  above  with 
equal  or  greater  velocity  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  effect  of 
the  latter  would  be  to  increase  the  velocity  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
wave  of  sound,  and  of  the  former  to  diminish  it;  the  result  of  the 
two  being  to  incline  the  front  of  the  wave  of  sound  towards  the 
observer,  or  to  throw  it  down  towards  the  earth,  thus  rendering 
the  distant  signal  audible  under  these  conditions  when  otherwise 
it  could  not  be  heard.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  the  same 
principle  applies  in  other  cases  to  the  abnormal  propagation  of 
sound. 

For  the  production  of  a  sound  of  sufficient  power  to  serve  as  a 
fog-signal,  bells,  gongs,  etc.,  are  too  feeble  except  in  special  cases 
where  the  warning  required  is  to  be  heard  only  at  a  small  dis- 
tance. After  much  experience  the  Light  House  Board  has 
adopted,  for  first  class  signals,  instruments  actuated  by  steam  or 
hot-air  engines,  and  such  only  as  depend  upon  the  principle  of 
resonance,  or  the  enforcement  of  sound  by  a  series  of  recurring 
echoes  in  resounding  cavities. 

Of  these  there  are  three  varieties.  First  the  steam  whistle,  of 
which  the  part  called  the  bell  is  a  resounding  cavity,  the  sound  it 
emits  having  no  relation  to  the  material  of  which  it  is  composed  ; 
one  of  the  same  form  and  of  equal  size  of  wood  produces  an  effect 
identical  with  that  from  one  of  metal.  Another  variety  is  the 
fog  trumpet,  which  consists  of  a  trumpet  of  wood  or  metal  actu- 
ated by  a  reed  like  that  of  a  flageolet.  The  third  variety  is  called 
the  siren  trumpet,  which  consists  of  a  hollow  drum  into  one  head 
of  which  is  inserted  a  pipe  from  a  steam  boiler,  while  in  the  other 
nead  a  number  of  holes  are  pierced  which  are  alternately  opened 
and  shut  by  a  revolving  plate  having  an  equal  number  of  holes 
through  it.  This  drum  is  placed  at  the  nftouth  of  a  large  trum- 
pet. The  sound  is  produced  by  the  series  of  impulses  given  to 
the  air  by  the  opening  and  shutting  of  the  orifices  and  consequent 
^ting  out  at  intervals  with  explosive  violence  of  the  steam,  or 
condensed  air.  The  instrument,  as  originally  invented  by  Craig- 
nard  De  la  Tour  of  France,  was  used  simply  in  experiments  in 
wsics  to  determine  the  pitch  of  sound ;  but  Mr.  Brown  of  New 
^ork,  after  adding  a  trumpet  to  it,  and  modifying  the  openings 
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in  the  head  of  the  dram  and  the  revolving  plate,  offered  it  to  the 
Light  House  Board  as  a  fog-signal,  and,  as  such,  it  has  been 
found  the  most  powerful  ever  employed. 

In  ascertaining  the  penetrating  power  of  different  fog-signali, 
I  have  used  with  entire  success  an  instrument  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  description.  A  trumpet  of  ordinary  tinned  iron  d 
about  three  feet  in  length,  and  nine  inches  in  diameter  at  tiie 
larger  end  and  about  an  inch  at  the  smaller,  is  gradually  bent  so 
that  the  axis  of  the  smaller  part  is  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of 
the  larger  end  ;  on  the  smaller  end  is  soldered  a  cone  of  which 
the  larger  end  is  about  two  inches  in  diameter.  Across  the 
mouth  of  this  cone  is  stretched  a  piece  of  goldbeater's  skin. 
When  the  instrument  is  used,  the  opening  on  the  larger  end  ii 
held  before  the  instrument  to  be  tested,  the  membrane  being 
horizontal,  and  the  mouth  of  the  trumpet  vertical ;  over  the  mem- 
brane is  strewed  a  small  quantity  of  fine  sand  which  is  defended 
from  the  agitation  of  the  air  by  a  cylinder  of  glass,  the  upper  end 
of  which  is  closed  by  a  lens.  When  the  instrument  under  exam- 
ination is  sounded,  the  sand  being  sufficiently  near  is  agitated,  it 
is  then  moved  further  off  step  by  step  until  the  agitation  jost 
ceases ;  this  distance  being  measured  is  taken  as  the  relative  pene- 
trating power  of  the  sounding  instrument.  The  same  process  is 
repeated  with  another  sounding  instrument,  and  the  distance  at 
which  the  sound  ceases  to  produce  an  effect  on  the  sand  is  taken 
as  the  measure  of  the  penetrating  power  of  this  instrument,  aod 
so  on.  On  comparing  the  results  given  by  this  instrument  witli 
those  obtained  by  the  ear  on  going  out  a  sufficient  distance,  the 
two  are  found  to  agree  precisely  in  their  indications.  The  great 
advantage  in  using  this  contrivance  is  that  the  relative  penetrat- 
ing power  of  two  instruments  may  be  obtained  within  a  distance 
of  a  few  hundred  yards,  while  to  compare  the  relative  power  of 
two  fog-signals  by  the  ear  requires  the  aid  of  a  steamer  and  a 
departure  from  the  origin  of  sound  in  some  cases  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles. 


(69) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


X. 

BIOGRAPHICAL   NOTICE  OF 
ARCHIBALD  ROBERTSON  MARVINE. 

By  J.  W.  POWBLL. 
(Read  Juhb  3,  1876.) 

Mr.  Archibald  R.  Marvine  was  born  at  Auburn,  New  York, 
Sept.  26,  1848.  When  a  youth  he  attended  the  military  school 
at  Sing  Sing,  and  subsequently  the  School  of  Technolopry  at 
Philadelphia.  Leaving  the  latter  he  entered  the  Hooper  Mining 
School  of  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1870, 
when  he  was  appointed  iustructor  in  the  same  school,  a  position 
which  he  held  until  July,  1871. 

In  1869  Professor  J.  D.  Whitney,  of  Harvard  University, 
conducted  a  party  of  students  on  a  trip  among  the  Park  Moun- 
tains of  Colorado  for  the  purpose  of  making  practical  studies  in 
geography  and  geology.  On  this  trip  Mr.  Marvine,  who  was 
one  of  the  party,  was  instructed  in  both  these  branches. .  The 
field  of  study  was  happily  selected,  being  a  portion  of  the  Park 
Mountain  region  including  South  Park  and  the  lofty  mountains 
with  which  it  is  walled.  The  geographic  features  of  the  region 
in  its  larger  outlines  are  simple.  On  the  north  is  the  great  Col- 
orado Range,  a  wilderness  of  crags  and  peaks ;  on  the  south  the 
great  group  of  mountains  of  which  Pike's  Peak  is  the  culmina- 
tion ;  on  the  east  the  Front  Range,  a  low,  broad,  flat-top  moun- 
tain mass ;  on  the  west  the  Park  Range. 

The  Colorado  Range  along  its  main  course  west  of  Denver 
has  a  north  and  south  axis,  but  near  its  southern  end  it  sweeps 
westward  in  a  great  curve  and  abuts  against  the  Park  Range, 
and  this  southern  curve  forms  the  boundary  between  North  and 
Middle  Parks.  Just  here  where  the  Park  and  Colorado  Ranges 
unite,  South  Platte  River  beads  in  snow  banks  that  even  niid- 
SQmroer  suns  cannot  destroy,  and  running  eastward  at  the  foot 
of  the  Colorado  Range,  it  breaks  through  the  Front  Range  by  a 
deep,  narrow  cafion  set  with  crags  and  pinnacles.  In  the  midst 
of  the  Park  are  low  subsidiary  ranges  chiefly  trending  north  and 
south,  and  between  these  ranges  there  are  long,  narrow  valleys 
heading  in  the  Pike's  Peak  Mountains  and  stretching  northward 
to  the  foot  of  the  great  Colorado  Range,  where  the  streams  that 
meander  through  these  valleys  yield  their  waters  to  the  South 
Platte. 
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The  party  climbed  Pike's  Peak,  and,  standing  on  its  snmmit, 
the  district  of  country  just  described — South  Park  with  its  moan- 
tain  walls,  its  interior  ranges,  its  deep  valleys,  its  wild  gorges, 
its  silver  rivers  and  its  crystal  lakes,  was  all  before  them  in  one 
grand  view.  In  such  a  field  the  young  men  were  instructed  ia 
determining  latitudes  and  longitudes,  in  determining  relatife 
positions  by  triangulation,  and  in  delineating  the  more  important 
topographic  features. 

But  mountains  and  valleys  have  something  more  than  positions 
and  magnitudes  to  interest  the  student  of  nature — they  have 
structure ;  and  in  this  structure  are  revealed  the  great  facts  of 
geology  relating  to  displacement,  degradation,  sedimentation, 
metamorphism,  and  extravasation;  and  the  field  of  study  pre- 
sented many  interesting  facts  in  each  of  these  categories  of  phe- 
nomena. The  great  ranges  stood  before  them  to  attest  to  the 
displacement  or  corrugation  of  the  Earth's  surface  in  mountain 
wrinkles,  and  these  mountains  are  seen  to  be  but  residuary  frag- 
ments of  upheaved  masses  as  plainly  giving  evidence  of  degra- 
dation as  they  do  of  displacement;  while  the  methods  of  degra- 
dation by  the  wash  of  rains,  by  the  sapping  of  cliffs,  by  the 
corrosion  of  water  channels,  and  by  the  sculpture  of  ice,  could 
be  studied  on  every  hand. 

To  Marvinb,  the  summer's  study  was  rich  in  results.  He 
learned  that  a  mountain  was  more  than  a  mountain,  that  it  wa3 
a  fragment  of  earth's  history. 

In  the  summer  of  1870  Mr.  Marvine  was  appointed  assistant 
geologist  to  attend  the  celebrated  Santo  Domingo  Expedition, 
and  on  his  return  he  prepared  a  brief  report  on  the  economic 
geology  of  some  portions  of  that  island  which  he  visited.  This 
was  published  with  the  report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  to 
Santo  Domingo  by  authority  of  Congress.  It  was  a  special  and 
brief  study,  and  contains  little  of  general  interest  to  the  geologist. 

In  1871  he  received  an  appointment  as  astronomer  to  the 
Wheeler  Expedition,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  several 
months,  and  then  continued  several  months  longer  as  geologist. 
His  report  on  the  geology  of  a  district  of  country  through  which 
he  passed,  embraced  in  southern  Nevada,  northwestern  Arizona, 
and  southern  California,  has  lately  been  published  as  one  of  the 
papers  in  Volume  III.  of  the  United  States  Engineer  Reports 
of  the  Explorations  and  Surveys  west  of  the  100th  Meridian, 
Lieut  George  M.  Wheeler  in  charge.  The  region  of  conntry 
studied  by  Mr.  Marvine  during  these  months  of  field  service  was 
one  of  great  complexity.  On  one  side  of  his  general  route  of 
travel  an  extensive  series  of  sedimentary  formations  are  revealed, 
embracing  Tertiary,  Mesozoic,  and  Paleozoic  groups;  on  the 
other,  low  mountain  ranges  are  seen  rising  from  a  desert  sea  of 
sand,  the  ranges  being  composed  of  more  ancient  sediments  and 
schists.     The  former  is  a  portion  of  the  Plateau  Province,  the 
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latter  a  portion  of  the  Desert  ProviDce.  Both  the  Plateau  sedi- 
ments and  the  Desert  Range  rocks  are  greatly  masked  by  beds 
of  basalt  and  other  extra vasated  material.  Back  and  forth  across 
the  zone  separating  the  plateaus  from  the  Basin  Ranges  he  passed 
in  long  rapid  marches,  studying  now  the  one,  now  the  other  re- 
gion, and  ever  examining  the  volcanic  phenomena  by  which  he 
was  surrounded,  and  yet  his  keen  and  well-trained  eye  caught 
the  more  important  topographic  and  geologic  features,  and  he 
has  given  in  his  report  a  singularly  clear  and  comprehensive  ac- 
count of  the  region  when  we  consider  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  made.  He  recognized  the  principal  structural  cha- 
racteristics of  the  plateaus,  and  in  some  instances  the  structure 
of  the  Basin  Ranges.  He  recognized  that  he  was  travelling  on 
the  border  between  the  two.  He  discovered  the  sequence  of  the 
sedimentary  groups  of  the  Plateau  Province,  and  collected  suffi- 
cient paleontological  evidence  to  demonstrate  his  conclusions. 
He  closes  this  report  with  the  following  characteristic  and  vivid 
description  of  the  Desert  Range  Province :  "  It  is  a  great  de- 
pressed mountainous  region,  deeply  buried  beneath  the  sediments 
which  have  been  eroded  from  its  own  mountains  by  a  surrounding 
sea.  This  action  has  filled  the  valleys,  gradually  covered  the 
foot-hills,  and,  removing  the  debris  from  the  mountain  bases  as 
fast  as  formed,  has  left  their  clean  and  sharp-cut  tops  projecting 
above  the  surrounding  plain  without  the  usual  accompaniment  of 
foot-hills  and  border  region  which  surround  nearly  all  ranges,  the 
changes  on  the  contrary  from  mountain  slope  to  the  gentle  incline 
of  the  plain  being  generally  very  abrupt  The  mountains  seem 
to  be  of  ancient  plutonic  or  metamorphic  rocks,  or  else  of  lavas; 
the  former  more  often  forming  ranges,  of  which  the  majority  trend 
abont northwest  and  southeast;  the  latter  more  frequently  occur- 
ring as  striking  isolated  peaks.  The  detrital  filling  varies  from 
gravels  traceable  to  the  rocks  -of  adjacent  hills,  to  the  finest  of 
alluvium,  the  dust  of  which  the  winds  often  carry  for  miles  into 
Northern  Arizona.  It  is  sparsely  sprinkled  with  a  dreary  vege- 
tation, composed  principally  of  scattered  individuals  of  many 
species  of  mimosse  and  of  cacti,  the  most  striking  of  the  latter 
being  the  tall  and  isolated  Cereus  gigantetis. 
.  "To  stand  on  the  edge  of  the  Pinal  Mountains  upon  a  quiet  day 
and  look  off  upon  these  wonderfully  silent  and  arid  plains,  with 
their  innumerable  '  lost  mountains'  rising  like  precipitous  islands 
from  the  sea,  all  bathed  in  most  delicate  tints,  and  lying  death- 
like in  the  peculiar,  intangible  afternoon  haze  of  this  region,  which 
seems  to  magnify  distant  details  rather  than  to  subdue  them, 
impresses  one  most  deeply.  The  wonderful  monotony  seems 
oninclosable  by  an  horizon ;  and  one  imagines  the  scene  to  con- 
tinae  on  the  same  and  have  no  end.  Though  the  gulf  and  ocean 
are  three  hnndred  miles  away,  yet  here  is  the  continent's  real 
soathwestem  border. 
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"  Were  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  California  saddenlj  changed 
to  grayel  and  sand,  with  its  precipitous  and  rugged  moantain 
islands  left  projecting  from  the  surface  as  now,  there  would  be 
BO  [produced  an  excellent  representation  of  these  deserts,  and. 
geologically  speaking,  it  is  but  as  yesterday  that  precisely  the 
same  action  was  going  on  over  all  this  enormous  area  as  is  now 
in  progress  in  the  more  confined  region  of  the  Gulf.  The  slow 
elevation  which  has  in  part  probably  caused  the  gradual  receding 
of  the  waters,  may  still  be  extending  the  area  of  our  continent." 

Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Marvine's  geological  studies  bad  been 
somewhat  general  and  desultory — necessarily  so  from  the  condi- 
tions under  which  they  were  made.  But  in  the  following  summer 
he  was  engaged  with  Professor  Pumpblly  in  the  Keweenaw  Cop- 
per Region  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  and  his  report  on  this 
work  was  published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan. 

His  work  during  this  season  was  confined  to  a  narrow  area, 
and  was  special,  and  is  a  fine  example  of  painstaking,  minute 
geological  study.  It  consisted  in  tracing  a  series  of  geological 
beds  through  two  or  three  counties  lying  along  the  lake  shore. 
This  was  done  by  careful  triangulation  and  levelling  of  the  gene- 
ral area,  and  the  following  of  the  dips  and  strikes  of  the  beds 
and  measuring  their  thicknesses,  and  by  carefully  analyzing  their 
lithologic  and  mineralogic  constituents.  The  entire  work  is  pre- 
sented in  a  series  of  sections  and  tables  carefully  and  skilfallj 
arranged,  with  a  general  discussion,  sufficiently  elaborate  to  set 
forth  the  relations  of  all  the  important  facts.  His  work  is  thus 
a  fine  model  for  what  must  be  done  throughout  the  Lake  Superior 
region  before  any  general  discussion  of  the^geology  of  the  district 
can  be  made  which  will  have  permanent  value. 

Mr.  Marvine  thus  demonstrated  that  his  experience  in  the 
fragmentary  work  incident  to  a  geological  reconnoissance  had 
not  led  to  such  habits  of  hasty  conclusion  as  to  incapacitate  him 
for  the  more  thorough  work  of  a  geological  survey. 

Yet  up  to  this  time  his  work  was  but  fragmentary,  but  in 
March,  1873,  he  was  given  a  position  as  geologist  in  the  corps 
of  the  U.  S.  Geological  and  Geographical  Survey  of  the  Terri- 
tories under  Dr.  Hayden. 

Daring  the  following  season  his  field  of  research  embraced  the 
region  of  Middle  Park  in  Colorado  Territory,  including  tKe 
mountains  by  which  it  is  inclosed,  and  extending  eastward  to 
the  Great  Plains,  embracing  an  area  of  about  5000  square  miles. 
How  thoroughly  his  work  was  done,  how  clearly  the  geography 
and  geology  of  the  region  was  set  forth  in  his  report,  and  what 
important  conclusions  he  reached  in  mountain  structure  and  geo- 
logical history,  can  only  be  fully  appreciated  by  a  careful  and 
thorough  reading  of  his  report.  It  is  impossible  to  understand 
a  discussion  of  the  geological  structure  of  a  region  without  first 
fullv  grasping  the  character  and  magnitude  of  its  geographic 
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featnres.  Geology  is  revealed  in  topography.  The  details  of 
topography  may  seem  simple,  and  taken  severally  may  be  simple, 
but  in  groups  they  become  extremely  complex,  and  few  persons 
readily  comprehend  the  order  and  system  with  which  topographic 
features  are  gathered  about  the  great  geological  structure  lines 
of  a  region.  Jt  is  easy  to  be  lost  in  a  maze  of  hills  and  a  con- 
fusion of  mountain  peaks  unless  the  grand  topographic  forms  on 
which  the  hills  and  mountains  arc  sculptured  are  seen  with  a 
mental  vision  that  reaches  further  than  the  eye.  He  who  can  see 
a  mountain  range,  or  a  river  drainage,  or  a  flock  of  hills,  is  more 
rare  than  a  poet.  In  anatomy  there  is  a  place  for  apophysis  and 
sinus,  for  arch  and  foramen ;  so  in  a  mountain  range  there  is  a 
place  for  peak  and  valley,  a  place  for  amphitheatre  and  canon, 
and  the  geologist  who  seeks  to  reveal  the  embryology  and  growth 
of  a  mountain  range  must  first  become  thoroughly  familiar  with 
its  anatomy.  A  hill  may  be  a  hundred  or  five  hundred  feet  high, 
a  mountain  a  thousand  or  ten  thousand  feet  in  altitude,  and  these 
may  be  interesting  facts,  but  they  give  no  clue  to  hill  or  mountain 
structure,  and  have  values  of  the  same  order  as  the  size  of  animals 
in  systematic  zodlogy.  Not  every  geologist  has  been  able  to 
understand  the  geography  of  a  region  studied,  and  very  few 
indeed  have  been  able  to  describe  the  geography  of  a  district. 
Something  more  is  needed  than  to  make  mention  of  mountains 
and  hills,  of  valleys  and  canons;  the  order  in  which  they  are 
arranged  mnst  be  set  forth,  and  their  relations  to  the  general 
Btracture  must  be  explained. 

Mr.  Mabvins  went  into  a  region  which  to  the  common  eye  would 
seem  but  a  wild  confusion  of  mountains  and  valleys,  of  crags  and 
gorges,  but  in  that  single  summer's  study  he  discovered  the  sub- 
lime order  in  which  the  mountains  and  hills  and  ridges  were 
placed,  and  in  the  first  few  pages  of  his  report  ho  sets  forth  this 
order  in  language  clear  and  simple,  giving  a  plain  bird's-eye  view 
of  all  that  five  thousand  square  miles  of  mountain  crag  and  canon 
gorge.  Then  he  divides  the  area  into  three  natural  geographic 
di?isions,  and  hence  geologically  distinct;  the  zone  of  ridges 
separating  the  plains  from  the  mountains  or  mountain  border 
region ;  the  great  range  and  Middle  Park.  In  the  first  he  found 
a  series  of  sedimentary  groups  having  a  total  thickness  of  more 
than  iTOOO  feet,  and  a  natural  grouping  was  first  discovered; 
then  he  studied  the  overlaps  and  out-thinnings,  the  changes  in 
conditions  of  sedimentation,  the  grand  displacements  due  to  or- 
ographic movements,  and  the  minor  concomitant  flexures  and 
faults.  All  of  these  facts  he  presents  in  orderly  arrangement 
with  appropriate  diagrams  and  sections.  His  chapter  on  this 
topic  is  full  of  facts  and  yet  it  never  wearies  the  reader,  for  every 
fact  has  a  meaning.  The  geological  literature  of  America  is 
greatly  burdened  with  inconsequent  facts :  A  geologist  repairs 
to  the  field,  finds  a  sandstone,  measures  it  and  it  is  ninety-nine 
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feet  in  thickness ;  the  next  day  he  finds  a  limestone,  measures  it 
and  it  is  a  hundred  and  one  feet  in  thickness.  He  returns  and 
reports,  and  his  report  has  the  same  value  as  that  of  the  zoolo- 
gist who  went  into  the  woods  and  found  an  animal  with  four  legs 
and  a  tail,  and  the  tail  was  four  inches  long  as  determined  bj 
careful  estimation  or  barometric  measurement.  But  the  thick- 
ness of  the  limestone  or  the  length  of  the  animal's  tail  are  facti 
of  very  little  value  except  as  related  to  those  of  greater  signifi- 
cance. 

The  geological  report  which  has  no  reference  to  geological 
structure  is  dreary  reading,  and  less  interesting  as  a  recreation 
than  a  table  of  logarithms ;  while  the  latter  has  a  logical  arrange- 
ment and  may  serve  some  important  purpose,  and  the  student 
may  find  a  meaning  in  the  figures,  the  former  is  purposeless  and 
meaningless.  Some  of  our  geological  literature  could  be  burned 
and  no  harm  done.  O  that  a  pope  would  rise  in  the  holy  catho- 
lic church  of  geologists — a  pope  with  will  to  issue  a  bull  for  the 
burning  of  all  geological  literature  unsanctified  by  geological 
meaning.  Then  there  would  remain  the  writings  of  those  inspired 
with  the  knowledge  that  a  mountain  ha^  structure,  that  every  hill 
has  an  appointed  place  and  every  river  runs  in  a  channel  foreor- 
dained by  earth's  evolution,  and  Mabvink's  work  would  be  a  book 
of  genesis  in  the  bible  of  the  geological  priesthood.  To  those 
members  of  the  Society  who  have  not  made  a  special  studj  of 
American  geology  and  its  literature,  this  statement  may  seem  an 
exaggerated  panegyric;  but  let  him  wade  by  months  and  years 
of  study  through  the  volumes  of  valueless  records  by  which  geo- 
logical literature  is  encumbered  and  then  take  up  Mabyine's  paper 
on  the  Middle  Park  district  and  his  appreciation  will  be  meagre, 
his  enthusiasm  cold  if  be  does  not  exclaim  that  order  has  moved 
on  chaos. 

In  his  third  chapter  Mr.  Marvine  discusses  the  structure  of  the 
great  Colorado  Range.  Two  great  facts  appear :  first,  that  the 
range  is  composed  of  metamorphic  schists  and  granites  having  a 
detailed  structure  independent  of  the  grand  topographic  forms 
DOW  existing,  but  related  to  a  topography  antecedent  to  the  pre- 
sent and  which  was  buried  by  encroaching  waters  prior  to  the 
upheaval  of  what  we  now  know  as  the  great  Colorado  Range  ; 
and,  second,  that  the  great  orographic  movements  producing  the 
present  grand  features  of  the  country  brought  up  once  more  that 
ancient  and  buried  land ;  and  the  present  drainage  system,  deter- 
mined by  these  later  upheavals,  while  conforming  to  the  later 
structure,  was  superimposed  on  the  earlier;  and  his  facts  are 
assembled  in  such  manner  in  this  chapter  that  his  grand  conclo- 
sions  are  fully  demonstrated. 

His  fourth  chapter  is  on  the  Middle  Park  proper.  This  is  an 
exceedingly  complex  piece  of  geology,  and  to  properly  character- 
ize the  chapter  it  would  be  necessary  to  substantially  reproduce 
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it.  The  yestfges  of  earth's  history  fonnd  here  where  the  sea  aud 
clouds  have  alternate  dominion  over  the  land,  are  set  forth  in  a 
manner  simple  and  perspicaous. 

One  very  important  conclusion  reached  by  Mr.  Marvine  must 
not  be  neglected,  viz.,  that  the  ranges  about  this  park  were  not 
upheaved  as  great  appressed  folds,  but  that  the  upheaval  was 
along  lines  by  faulting,  or  narrow  zones  by  abrupt  flexure — an 
important  characteristic  of  displacement  throughout  much  of  the 
interior  of  this  continent — and  these  facts  are  eventually  destined 
to  modify  if  not  revolutionize  the  geological  theories  concerning 
the  constitution  of  the  earth. 

After  the  preparation  of  this  report,  in  the  spring  of  1874, 
Mr.  Marvine  again  returned  to  Colorado  Territory  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  his  geological  studies  ia  the  region  west  of 
Middle  Park.  From  my  intimacy  with  Mr.  Marvine  1  know 
well  with  what  eagerness  he  resumed  these  studies  and  how 
anxious  he  was  to  pursue  lines  of  investigation  suggested  by 
facts  discovered  in  his  previous  work.  And  so,  fired  with  an 
enthusiasm  for  the  discovery  of  the  secrets  of  the  mountains,  he 
plunged  into  the  wilderness  far  away  from  civilization.  All  that 
summer  long  be  toiled,  climbing  only  where  the  geologist  would 
climb,  seeing  only  what  the  geologist  could  see ;  and  still  eager 
for  more  knowledge,  he  pressed  his  work  until  the  desolate  moun- 
tains were  mantled  with  the  winter's  snow,  and  a  further  study 
of  geology  was  impossible ;  then  he  returned.  But  the  labor  and 
hardships  of  the  summer's  travel,  though  unheeded  at  the  time, 
were  too  great  for  his  physical  endurance,  and  on  his  return  be 
was  prostrated  with  the  disease  that  held  him  in  firm  grasp  for 
many  long  weeks.  Slowly  during  the  following  spring  he  par- 
tially recovered,  and  then,  although  he  was  not  able  to  work  with 
vigor,  those  with  whom  he  was  more  intimate  and  who  loved  to 
talk  with  him  on  the  subjects  of  bis  investigation,  learned  the 
great  results  and  significance  of  the  past  year's  study.  Not 
recovering  health  and  strength,  he  was  unable  to  return  to  the 
field  or  to  prepare  the  results  of  his  former  work  for  publication ; 
still  he  worked  on  his  map,  coloring  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  geographic  distribution  of  the  geological  formations  within 
his  field  of  study,  and  this  was  done  with  elaboration.  Then  he 
thoroughly  arranged  and  systematized  his  notes  and  determined 
his  plan  of  discussion.  Here  his  work  ended,  for  health  and 
strength  failed  again,  and  he  relapsed  into  a  condition  that  his 
friends  soon  found  was  hopeless.  On  the  second  of  March,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  Marvine,  the  young,  enthusiastic,  and 
brilliant  geologist,  died. 

Mr.  Marvine'b  preparation  for  work  as  a  geologist  was  very 
thorough,  and  for  one  of  his  age,  very  broad.  In  chemistry, 
astronomy,  and  physics,  his  studies  had  been  careful  and  thorough, 
and  his  grasp  of  these  subjects  was  comprehensive  and  firm ;  but 
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he  was  especially  attracted  to  chemical  physics,  and  had  he  lired 
to  continae  his  labors  as  a  geologist,  his  predilectioa  for  these 
stadies  would  doabtless  have  greatly  modified  all  his  geological 
investigations. 

Personally  and  socially  his  modesty  was  great,  and  this  trait 
of  character  is  evinced  in  his  writings;  and  those  who  knew  him 
intimately  loved  him  for  his  honesty,  a  trait  of  character  that 
appeared  everywhere  in  his  collection  of  facts  and  in  every  step 
made  toward  conclusions,  and  he  leaves  behind  many  to  monm 
the  loss  of  his  genial  presence,  and  the  labors  of  his  vigoroas  and 
comprehensive  mind. 
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85.  On  the  glacial  theory. 

87.  On  fog  signals  and  abnormal  conditions  of  sound. 

39.  Commanicates  two  letters  from  Mr.  A.  C.  Ross. 

40.  Remarks  on  Mosher's  experiments  on  latent  impressions. 
40.  On  electricity  engendered  by  the  driving  belt  of  ma- 
chinery, [per  plates. 

43.  Remarks  on  magnetic  condition  of  iron  facing  for  cop- 

48    Remarks  on  unconscious  cerebration. 

50.  Remarks  on  rainfall  observations  in  high  towers. 
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57.  On  sound  in  connection  with  fog  signalB. 

59.  Remarks  on  acoustic  refraction. 

60.  On  researches  on  sound  in  its  application  to  fog  aigntk 
60.  On  half  vision. 

62.  Remarks  on  ripple-marks. 

67.  Remarks  on  the  regulation  of  the  Hndsotu 

71.  Remarks  on  the  recent  progress  of  the  Japaneaa 

71.  On  illuminating  materials  for  lighthouses. 

74.  Remarks  on  the  temperature  of  space. 

80.  Exhibition  of  Crooke's  Radiometer. 

85.  On  apparatus  for  fog  signals. 

86.  Exhibition  of  a  specimen  of  paper  made  of  asbestos. 

87.  Communicates  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  G.  Boemer. 

104.  Remarks  on  the  telephone  of  Mr.  A.  6.  Bell. 

105.  Remarks  on  tornadoes.  [ley. 
109.  Announces  the  death  of  Rear-admiral  Theodoras  Bai- 
111.  Announces  the  decease  of  Messrs.  Meek,  Eaton,  and 
113.  Remarks  on  the  cosmogony.  p)am 
130.  Remarks  on  the  late  Dr.  B.  F.  Craig. 

162.  Annual  Address  of  the  President 

J.  E.  HiLOARD. 

22.  Remarks  on  sound  and  audition. 

24.  Remarks  on  hypsometry  and  local  attractions. 

28.  Remarks  on  vocabulary  of  an  Italian  opera. 

29.  On  a  proposed  reformation  of  the  Gregorian  calendar. 

30.  Remarks  on  an  improvement  in  the  calendar. 

33.  Remarks  on  the  measurement  of  photographs  of  ibeSao. 
33.  Communicates  a  memoir  by  M.  C.  Meios. 
36.  Remarks  on  the  glacial  accumulation  of  snow. 

41.  On  the  progress  of  the  International  Metrical  Commis- 

42.  On  iron  facing  for  copper  plates.  [sion. 
48.  Remarks  on  unconscious  cerebration. 

50.  Remarks  on  rainfall  observations.  [Atlanta. 

50.  On  the  measurement  of  the  Coast  Survey  base  line  near 
64.  Remarks  on  meteorology  and  hygiene. 
64.  Remarks  on  Mayer's  method  of  determining  a  definite 

interval  of  time. 
79.  Remarks  on  Japan  and  the  Japanese. 
82.  Remark  on  reservoirs  for  regulating  rivers. 
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83.  Remarks  on  deviations  of  the  plumb  line. 

85.  Remarks  on  force  and  momentum. 

85.  Remarks  on  the  thickness  of  the  earth's  cmst. 

92.  Remarks  on  a  Dakota  calendar. 

95.  Remarks  on  the  appearaoce  of  Saturn's  rings. 

104.  Remarks  on  the  telephone  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Bell. 

113.  Remarks  on  the  family  Centrarchoides. 

123.  Remarks  on  Malfatti's  problem. 

123.  Remarks  on  observations  of  meteors. 

123.  Remarks  on  Ritchie's  liquid  compass. 
130.  Remarks  on  the  late  B.  F.  Craig. 

1 36.  On  standard  measures  of  length. 

185.  On  an  optical  salinometer. 

196.  Announces  the  death  of  Professor  Joseph  Henrj. 

196.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

Dr.  Hoffman  (Surgeon  U.  S.  A.). 

183.  On  the  use  of  poisoned  arrows  hj  N.  American  Indians. 

B.  S.  HoLDEN.  l(See  Appendix,  p.  16.) 

28.  On  the  number  of  words  used  in  speaking  and  writing. 
51.  On  two  drawings  of  nebulse  made  bj  Mr.  L.  Trouvelot 
82.  Remarks  on  Major  Farquhar's  Report  on  Reservoirs 

for  the  Mississippi. 
85.  On  the  search  for  the  supposed  planet  Yulcan. 
95.  Remarks  on  the  appearance  of  Saturn's  rings. 
95.  On  reference  catalogues  of  astronomical  literature. 
102.  On  the  shadow  of  the  ball  of  Saturn. 
(18).  Appendix  No,  VL    On  the  number  of  words  used  in 
spelling  and  writing. 

Mr.  Johnson  (of  ). 

196.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Prof.  Henry. 

Prof.  D.  S.  Jordan  (of  Indianapolis,  Ind.). 

113.  Remarks  on  the  family  Centrarchoides. 

Mr.  F.  F.  JuDD  (of  ). 

67.  On  the  water-shed  of  the  Adirondack  region. 
82.  On  the  Adirondack  water-shed. 

A.  F.  A.  Kino. 

111.  On  the  conservative  element  in  disease. 

124.  On  the  conservative  influence  of  disease. 
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28.  Remarks  on  vocabulary  of  a  work  on  Mechanics. 

B.  P.  Lull. 

83.  On  the  Nicaragna  Interoceanic  Canal. 

G.  Mallebt. 

90.  On  a  calendar  of  the  Dakota  Indians.  [Indians. 

1*75.  On  some  common  errors  regarding  the  North  American 
175.  On  some  common  errors  regarding  the  North  American 
Indians  (concluded). 

Prof.  0.  C.  Mabsq  (of  New  Haven,  Conn.). 
113.  Remarks  on  the  cosmogony. 

Mr.  Mason  (of  Baltimore,  Md.). 

72.  On  tests  for  explosive  character  of  kerosene  oils. 

O.  T.  Mason. 

48.  On  archseological  specimens  from  Porto  Rico. 
50.  On  the  classification  of  objects  of  archaeology. 
66.  Remarks  on  the  instruments  found  in  Australia  and 
Alaska.  «  [archseologj. 

71.  On  international  symbols  for  charts  of  pre-historical 

72.  Continuation  of  the  preceding*. 

85.  Remarks  on  force  and  momentum.  [O.  Bell. 

104.  Remarks  on  an  application  of  the  telephone  of  Mr.  A. 

180.  Remarks  on  the  Indians  of  America. 

185.  Remarks  on  pre-historic  mounds  in  Wiconsin. 

196.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

Prof.  A.  M.  Mayer  (of  Hoboken,  N.  J,). 

64.  On  a  method  of  determining  a  definite  interval  of  time. 

F.  B.  Meek.  [fossil  plants. 

(46).  Appendix  No.  VIIL  Descriptions  of  new  species  of 

M.  C.  Meiqs. 

22.  Remarks  on  sound  and  audition. 

26.  Remarks  on  the  distribution  of  mammals. 

33.  On  the  movements  caused  in  large  ice-fields.     [See 

Appendix  No.  VIL} 
37.  Remarks  on  the  deposits  of  ivory  in  Siberia. 
(22).  Appendix.   On  the  movements  caused  in  large  ice* 
fields  by  expansion  and  contraction. 
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132.  On  the  estimation  of  manganese  as  pyrophosphate. 

Dr.  David  Murray  (of  Tokio,  Japan). 

69.  On  the  present  progress  of  edaeationai  matters  in  Japan. 

S.  Newcomb. 

41.  On  the  transit  of  Venus. 

73.  Remarks  on  the  temperature  of  space. 

81.  Remarks  on  the  phenomena  of  the  radiometer. 

85.  Remarks  on  the  probable  existence  of  the  planet  Yulcan. 

85.  Remarks  on  the  thickness  of  the  earth *8  crust. 

85.  Remarks  on  the  silver  currency. 
110.  Remarks  on  the  use  of  certain  terms. 
113.   On  the  cosmogony. 
186.  Remarks  on  the  satellites  of  Mars. 
199.  On  the  recent  transit  of  Mercury.  [1878. 

202.  On  the  observations  of  the  total  solar  eclipse,  July  29^ 

W.  L.  Nicholson. 

373.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

J.  A.  Osborne. 

63.  On  a  new  meteorological  instrument. 

a.  A.  Otis. 

190.  Remarks  on  asymmetry. 

Peter  Parker. 

28.  Remarks  on  ordinary  Chinese  vocabularies. 

30.  Remarks  on  the  calendars  in  use  in  China. 

40.  Remarks  on  the  application  of  electricity  to  disease.   . 

65.  Remarks  on  Egyptian  antiquities. 

94.  Remarks  on  Chinese  and  Indian  coincidents. 
HI.  Moves  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  commemo* 

rative  resolutions. 
130.  Remarks  on  the  late  B.  F.  Craig.  [of  Mars. 

186.  Presents  report  of  committee  on  discovery  of  satellitea 
368.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 
372.  Address  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

n.  M.  Paul. 

202.  Remarks  on  drawings  of  solar  corona. 
39 
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28.  Remarks  on  the  vocabulary  of  the  Ute  Indians. 

34.  On  the  Uintah  Mountains. 

44.  Remarks  on  GrolPs  theory  of  glacial  climate. 

45.  Remarks  on  the  nature  and  origin  of  gravels. 
62.  Remarks  on  ripple-marks  in  deep  water. 

65.  On  some  types  of  mountain  building. 

66.  Remarks  on  the  Khiva, 

67.  Remarks  on  the  regulation  of  the  Hudson. 
69.  Remarks  on  lakes  formed  by  dams  of  detritus. 

72.  Remarks  on  the  scanty  knowledge  to  be  gathered  from 
relics. 

74.  On  monodinal  ridges. 

79.  Remarks  on  the  thickness  of  the  earth's  cmst. 

83.  Biographical  notice  of  A.  R.  Marvine.  ^See  Appen- 
dix No.  X] 

85.  On  the  thickness  of  the  earth's  crust. 

93.  Remarks  on  a  Dakota  calendar. 

109.  On  the  philosophy  of  the  North  American  Indians. 

110.  On  the  philosophy  of  the  North  American  Indians 

(continued). 
113.  Remarks  on  the  cosmogony. 
113.  Remarks  on  the  Henry  Mountains. 
134.  Remarks  on  the  formation  of  the  earth. 

180.  Remarks  on  the  North  American  Indiaqs. 

181.  Remarks  on  the  Indians  of  North  America. 

182.  On  the  use  of  poisons  by  North  American  Indians. 

183.  Remarks  on  arrows  dipped  in  blood.  [Indians. 
185.  Remarks  on  stone  implements  used  by  North  American 

189.  On  the  arid  region  of  the  United  States. 

190.  Remarks  on  asymmetry. 

192.  Remarks  on  meteoric  accumulations. 
199.  On  the  evolution  of  language.  [Marvine. 

(53).  (Appendix  No.   X)    Biographical   notice  of  A.  R. 

Prof.  F.  W.  Putnam  (of  Cambridge,  Mass.). 

62.  Remarks  on  ripple-marks  formed  by  the  tides. 

R.  RiDGWAT. 

41.  On  the  natural  arrangement  of  the  Falconidce. 
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39.  On  latent  impressioDS  on  polished  glass  plates. 

S.  SEnLLABAROER. 

105.  Remarks  on  water-spouts  and  cloud-bursts. 

C.  A.  SOHOTT. 

38.  Remarks  on  the  time  reckoning  in  Alaska. 
77.  Remarks  on  the  rigidity  of  the  earth's  cmst. 
200.  On  a  new  eye-piece  for  observing  personal  equations. 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  W.  Shields  (of  Princeton,  N.  J.). 
15.  On  the  present  state  of  the  sciences. 

A.  N.  Skinner. 

25.  Remarks  on  vision,  the  microscope,  etc. 

Prof.  J.  Lawrence  Smith  (of  Louisville,  Kj.). 
190.   Remarks  on  aerolites. 

A.  R.  Spofford. 

42.  On  proposed  reforms  in  spelling  the  English  language. 

0.  Stone.  9 

22.  On  the  correction  of  a  comet's  orbit. 

30.  Remarks  on  a  proposed  reformation  of  the  calendar. 

Prof.  Dr.  J.  J.  Sylvester  (of  Baltimore,  Md.). 
95.   On  the  theory  of  invariants. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Talbot  (of  ). 

105.  Remarks  on  waterspouts  and  cloud-bursts. 

G.  Taylor. 

196.   Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

W.  15.  Taylor. 

25.  Remarks  on  vision,  the  microscope,  etc. 

26.  Remarks  on  the  distribution  of  mammals. 

27.  Remarks  on  CrolPs  theory  of  the  Glacial  epoch. 

30.  Remarks  on  a  desirable  change  in  the  calendar.  [1079. 
38.  Remarks  on  the  calendar  proposed  by  Omar  Cheyam  in 

43.  Remarks  on  Croll's  astronomical  theory  of  glacial  cli- 

mate, [theories  of  climate. 

46.  Remarks  on  the  astronomical  and  the  geographical 
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48.  Remarks  on  anconscioas  cerebratioD.  [BUTance- 

49.  Kemarks  on  the  policy  of  goYernment  plans  for  life  ip- 
52.  Remarks  on  drawings  of  nebulas. 

57.  On  acoustic  refraction. 

73.  On  the  temperature  of  space. 

76.  Remarks  on  thickness  and  rigidity  of  the  earth's  crust 

77.  Remarks  on  the  rigidity  of  the  earth. 

80.  Remarks  on  the  phenomena  of  the  radiometer. 

85.  Remarks  on  force  and  momentum. 

85.  Remarks  on  the  theory  of  Vulcan. 

85.  Remarks  on  the  thickness  of  the  earth's  crust. 

111.  Remarks  on  the  telephones  of  Messrs.  Qray  and  Bell. 

112.  Remarks  on  disease. 

113.  Remarks  on  the  cosmogony. 

137.  Remarks  on  standard  measures.  [pothesis. 

186.  Remarks  on  the  satellites  of  Mars  and  the  nebular  bv- 

188.  Remarks  on  the  nebular  hypothesis. 

189.  On  the  analogy  between  the  rings  of  Saturn  and  the 

satellites  of  Mars. 

190.  Remarks  on  atmospheric  electricity. 

199.  Remarks  on  intersection  of  circlemnd  spheres. 

199.  Remarks  on  the  evolution  of  language. 

203.  Historical  account  of  the  scientific  labors  of  Joseph 

230.  A  memoir  of  Joseph  Henrj.  [Henry. 

J.  M.  Toner. 

95.  On  the  burning  of  theatres  and  public  halls. 

185.  Ou  a  case  of  malformation. 

196.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

Mr.  Chief  Justice  M.  R.  Waitb  (of  Washington,  D.  C.)- 
196.  Announces  the  funeral  of  Professor  Joseph  Henry. 

L.  F.  Ward. 

110.  Remarks  on  the  use  of  certain  terms. 
134.  Remarks  on  the  formation  of  the  earth. 

186.  On  the  natural  system  of  plants. 

187.  On  the  natural  system  of  plants  (continued). 
189.  Remarks  on  the  arid  region. 

199.  Remarks  on  the  evolution  of  language. 
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27.  Remarks  on   changes  in   drainage  system  of  North 

America. 

J.  C.  Welling, 

26.  Remarks  on  the  distribntion  of  mammals. 

28.  Remarks  on  the  method  of  estimating  vocabularies. 
86.  Remarks  on  silver  currency. 

110.  Remarks  on  the  use  of  certain  terms. 

199.  Remarks  on  the  evolution  of  language. 

203.  Address  on  the  life  and  character  of  Joseph  Henry. 

372.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

• 

C.  A.  White. 

110.  Remarks  on  the  use  of  certain  terms. 

181.  Remarks  on  the  North  American  Indians. 

181.  On  the  evolution  of  the  North  American  UnionidsB. 

185.  Remarks  on  copper  drifts  in  Iowa  and  Missouri. 

187.  Remarks  on  fossil  plants. 

187.  Remarks  on  the  Great  Salt  Lake. 

188.  Remarks  on  Oreat  Salt  Lake. 

189.  Remarkli  on  the  arid  region  of  the  United  States. 

190.  On  asymmetry  in  the  form  of  the  human  cranium. 

Dr.  A.  Woeikopp  (of  St.  Petersburg,  Russia). 

84.  On  Col.  Tillo's  determination  of  the  elevations  of  the 

Caspian  and  Aral  Seas. 

85.  On  meteorological  observations  in  Peru. 

J.  J.  Woodward. 

20.  On   the   similarity  between   red  blood-corpuscles  in 

mammals. 
22.  Remarks  on  the  human  ear. 

25.  On  the  modern  microscope,  and  Nobert's  lines,  [stains. 
41.  Explanatory  note  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis  of  blood- 
60.  On  diffraction  phenomena  in  the  field  of  the  microscope. 
60.  Remarks  on  the  frequency  of  half  vision. 
62.  On  the  microscopical  structure  of  wool. 
64.  Remarks  on  a  meteorological  instrument. 
64.  On  the  Papyrus  Ebers,  written  1552  B.  C. 
69.  On  the  markings  on  Navicula  Rhomboides. 
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79.  On  the  measuremeDt  of  blood-corpuscles. 

85.  Remarks  on  force  and  momentum. 
112.  Remarks  on  disease. 
126.  Remarks  on  pulmonary  phthisis. 
126.  On  a  simple  device  for  microscopic  illumination. 
130.  On  the  rulings  on  glass,  by  Prof.  W.  A.  Rogers,  of 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
130.  Remarks  on  the  late  B.  F.  Craig. 
180.  Remarks  on  the  American  Indians. 
182.  Remarks  on  poisoned  arrows. 
185.  Remarks  on  a  case  of  Ynalformation. 
190.  Remarks  on  asymmetry. 

201.  Remarks  on  an  adjustment  of  the  Carlisle  tables. 

202.  Remarks  on  total  solar  eclipse. 

372.  Remarks  commemorative  of  Professor  Henry. 

Prof.  C.  A.  Young  (of  Princeton,  N.  J.). 

33.  On  the  expedition  to  Pekin,  to  observe  the  transit  of 
Venns. 
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CONSTITUTION 


PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Article  I.  The  name  of  this  Society  shall  be  The  Phi- 
losophical Society  of  Washington. 

Abticlb  II.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, four  Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  and  two  Secretaries. 

Article  III.  There  shall  be  a  General  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  officers  of  the  Society  and  nine  other  mem- 
bers. 

Article  IV.  The  officers  of  the  Society  and  the  other 
members  of  the  General  Committee  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally by  ballot;  they  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors 
are  elected,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Article  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee to  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Society, 
and  to  transact  all  business. 

Article  VI.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  amended 
except  by  a  thVee-fourths  vote  of  those  present  at  an  an- 
nual meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  after  notice 
of  the  proposed  change  shall  have  been  given  in  writing 
at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Society  at  least  four  weeks  pre- 
viously. 
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STANDING    KULES 

FOB  THB  00VBR2fMBKT  OP  TBB 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

NOYBKBBB,  1877. 

1.  The  Stated  Meetingai  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  at 
8  o'clock  P.  M.  on  every  alternate  Saturday ;  the  place  of 
meeting  to  be  designated  by  the  General  Committee. 

2.  The  Annual  Meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  shall 
be  the  first  stated  meeting  in  the  month  of  November. 
When  necessary,  Special  Meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President. 

S.  Notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  meetings  shall  be 
sent  to  each  member  by  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

4.  The  Stated  Meetings,  with  the  exception  of  the  annual 
meeting,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  and  discussion 
of  scientific  subjects. 

5.  Persons  interested  in  science,  who  are  not  residents 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  be  present  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Society,  except  the  annual  meeting,  upon  invitation 
of  a  member. 

6.  Similar  invitations  to  residents  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, not  members  of  the  Society,  must  be  submitted 
through  one  of  the  Secretaries  to  the  General  Committee 
for  approval. 

7.  Invitations  to  attend  during  three  months  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  and  participate  in  the  discussion  of 
papers,  may,  by  a  vote  of  nine  members  of  the  General 
Committee,  be  issued  to  persons  nominated  by  two  mem- 
bers. 
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8.  Communications  intended  for  publication  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Society  shall  be  submitted  in  writing  to 
the  General  Committee  for  approval. 

9.  New  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee, after  having  been  proposed  in  writing  by  at  least 
three  members  of  the  Society. 

10.  Each  member  shall  pay  annually  to  the  Treasurer 
the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  no  member  whose  dues  are 
unpaid  shall  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  oflacers,  or  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  Bulletin.  The 
names  of  those  two  years  in  arrears  will  be  dropped  from 
the  list  of  members.  Notice  of  resignation  of  membership 
should  be  given  in  writing  to  the  General  Committee 
through  the  President  or  one  of  the  Secretaries. 

11.  The  fiscal  year  terminates  with  the  81st  of  December 
of  each  year.  Members  elected  after  the  annual  meeting 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  assessment  for  that  year. 

12.  Members  who  are  absent  from  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  more  than  twelve  months  may  be  excused  from 
payment  of  the  annual  assessments,  in  which  case  their 
names  shall  be  dropped  from  the  list  of  members.  They 
can,  however,  on  returning  to  the  District,  resume  their 
membership  by  giving  written  notice  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee through  the  President  or  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
their  wish  to  do  so. 

13.  Elections  of  officers  are  to  be  held  as  follows: — 

In  each  case  nominations  shall  be  made  by  means  of  an 
informal  ballot,  the  result  of  which  shall  be  announced  by 
the  Secretary ;  after  which  the  first  formal  ballot  shall  be 
taken. 

In  the  ballot  for  Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  General  Committee,  each  voter  shall  write  on 
one  ballot  as  many  names  as  there  are  officers  to  be  elected, 
viz ,  four  on  the  first  ballot  for  Vice-Presidents,  two  on  the 
first  for  Secretaries,  and  nine  on  the  first  for  Members  of 
the  General  Committee;  and  on  each  subsequent  ballot  so 
many  names  as  there  are  persons  yet  to  be  elected ;  and 
40 
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those  persons  who  receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall 
be  declared  elected. 

If  in  any  case  the  informal  ballot  result  in  giving  a  ma- 
jority for  any  one,  it  may  be  declared  formal  by  a  majority 
vote. 

14.  Any  member  not  in  arrears  may,  by  the  payment  of 
one  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  become  a  life  member, 
and  be  relieved  from  all  further  annual  dues  and  other 
assessments. 

All  moneys  received  in  payment  of  life  membership 
shall  be  invested  as  portions  of  a  permanent  fund,  which 
shall  be  directed  to  the  furtherance  of  only  such  special 
scientific  work  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  General  Conamittee. 


STANDING-  RULES 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  PHILOSOPHICAL 
SOCIETY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

NOYBHBBB,  1877. 

1.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  shall  hold  like  offices  in  the  Qeneral  Committee. 

2.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meet- 
ings of  the  Committee,  and  to  appoint  Sub-Committees. 

3.  The  Sub-Committees  shall  prepare  business  for  the 
General  Committee,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  entrusted  to  them. 

4.  There  shall  be  two  Standing  Sub-Committees;  one  on 
Communications  for  the  Stated  Meetings  of  the  Society, 
and  another  on  Publications. 

5.  The  General  Committee  shall  meet  at  half  past  seven 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  each  Stated  Meeting,  and  by  ad- 
journment at  other  times. 
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6.  For  all  purposes  except  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Standing  Rules  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Society  and 
the  election  of  members,  six  members  of  the  Committee 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

7.  Proposals  of  new  members  may  be  read  at  any  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Committee,  but  shall  lie  over  for  at 
least  four  weeks  before  final  action,  and  the  concurrence  of 
twelve  of  the  members  shall  be  necessary  to  election. 

8.  These  Standing  Rules,  and  those  for  the  government 
of  the  Society,  shall  only  be  modified  with  the  consent  of 
A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  General  Committee. 


RULES 

PORTHB 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  BULLETIN 

OF  TBS 

PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  WASHINGTON 

1.  The  President's  annual  address  will  be  published  in 
full. 

2.  When  directed  by  the  General  Committee,  any  com- 
munication may  be  published  in  full  in  an  appendix  to 
the  proceedings  of  any  meeting.  Proofs  will  be  sent  to 
the  author  when  it  is  convenient  to  do  so,  and  a  number 
of  extra  copies,  not  exceeding  fifty,  will  be  supplied  to  him, 
if  applied  for  before  the  communication  is  printed. 

3.  Abstracts  of  papers  and  remarks  on  the  same  will  bo 
published,  when  presented  to  the  Secretary  by  the  author 
in  writing  within  two  weeks  of  the  evening  of  their  deliv- 
ery, and  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Publications. 
Brief  abstracts   prepared  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  and 
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approved  by  the  Committee  on  Publications  may  also  be 
published. 

4.  Communications  which  have  been  published  elsewhere, 
so  as  to  be  generally  accessible,  will  appear  in  the  Bulletin 
by  title  only,  but  with  reference  to  the  place  of  publication, 
if  made  known  in  season  to  the  Committee  on  Pablications. 


Note. — T^e  attention  of  memben  it  specially  requested  to  the  3d  and  4th  of 
the  above  rules.  If  those  who  present  communications  or  remark*  will  promptly 
furnish  abstracts  or  the  papers  infull^  the  Bulletin  will  be  more  complete^  and 
can  be  published  with  less  delay. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS 

OFTU 

PHILOSOPHICAL   SOCIETY   OP   WASHINGTON. 

APRIL  2,  1879. 


Cleveland  Abbe 
Sylvanus  Thaybe  Abbbt 
Asa  0.  Aldis 
Benjamin  Alvobd 
Thomas  Antisell 

Obville  Elias  Baboook 
Spencer  Fullebton  Batbd 
Mabgus  Bakeb 
Geobge  Bangboft 
Joseph  E.  Babnes 
Thomas  W.  Babtley 
Henby  Hobart  Bates 
Alexandeb  Gbaham  Bell 
Stephen  Vingent  BENfo 
IiImil  Bessels 
John  Shaw  Billings 
William  Birney 

ROGEBS  BiBNIE 

Swan  M.  Bubnett 
Samuel  Clagett  Busey 

HoBAOE  Capbon 

Thomas  Lingoln  Casey 

John  White  Chigkebing 

Edwabd  Clabk 

John  Huntington  Cbane  Coffin 

Elliott  Coues 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE 

Robert  Craig 
Charles  Henrt  Crane 
JosiAu  Curtis 
klcuard  dominicus  cutts 

William  Healey  Dall 

George  Dewey 

Myriok  Hasoall  Doolittle 

Henry  Harrison  Chase  DuNWooDr- 

Clarenoe  Edward  Dutton 

John  Robie  Eastman 
John  Eaton 

EzEKiEL  Brown  Elliott 
Frederic  Miller  Endlioh 
Charles  Ewing 

Edward  Jessop  Farquhar 
William  Ferrel 
Robert  Fletcher 
Edgar  Frisby 
Edward  T.  Fristoe 

Leonard  Bunnell  Gale 
Edward  Miner  Gallaudet 
Henry  Gannett 
Alexander  Y.  P.  Garnett 
Grove  Karl  Gilbert 
Theodore  Nicholas  Gill 
William  Whiting  Qoddard 
George  Brown  Goods 
Edward  Goodfellow 
Henry  Goodfellow 
Walter  Hayden  Graves 
Bernard  Richardson  Green 
Francis  Mathews  Green 
Francis  Vinton  Greene 
Benjamin  Franklin  Greene 
Francis  Mackall  Gunnell 
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Feteb  Conovbr  Hains 
Asaph  Hall 
William  Harkness 
Ferdinand  Vandbvber  Hatdbn 
Henry  Wetherbee  Hensuaw 
Julius  Erasmus  Hilqard 
Oeorqe  William  Hill 
Edward  Sinoleton  Holden 
William  Henry  Holmes 
Franklin  Benjamin  Houqh 
Henry  W.  Howoate 
David  Lowe  Huntington 

Thornton  Alexander  Jenkins 
Arnold  Burgess  Johnson 
Joseph  Tabor  Johnson 
William  Waring  Johnston 

Albert  Freeman  Afrioanus  Kino 
John  Jay  Knox 

Jonathan  Homer  Lane 
William  Lee 
Nathan  Smith  Linooln 
Edward  Phelps  Lull 

Garrick  Mallery 
Joseph  Badger  Marvin 
Otis  Tufton  Mason 
Frederio  Bauders  MoGuirb 
William  McMurtrib 
Montgomery  Cunningham  Meigs 
Montgomery  Meigs 
Aniceto  Gabriel  Menocal 
William  Manuel  Mew 
Martin  Ferdinand  Morris 
Albert  J.  Myer 

Simon  Newoomb 
Walter  Lamb  Nioholson 
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John  Walter  Osborne 
George  Alexander  Otis 

Robert  Lawrence  Packard 
John  Grubb  Par&e 
Peter  Parker 
Henry  Martyn  Paul 
Albert  Charles  Peale 
Orlando  Metcalfe  Poe 
John  Wesley  Powell 
Henry  Smith  Pritchbtt 

Charles  Valentine  Riley 
John  Rodoers 

Benjamin  Franklin  Sands 
.James  Hamilton  Saville 
Charles  Anthony  Schott 
Henry  Robinson  Searlb 
Samuel  Shellababqer 
John  Sherm*an 
William  Tecumseh  Shebman 
Charles  Dwight  Siqsbee 
Aaron  Nichols  Skinner 
David  Smith 
AiNSWORTH  Rand  Spofford 

William  Bower  Taylor 
Almon  Harris  Thompson 
David  P.  Todd 
Joseph  Meredith  Toner 
William  J.  Twining 

Jacob  Kendrick  Upton 
George  Vasey 

Lester  Frank  Ward 
James  Clarke  Welling 
George  M.  Wheeler 
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Charles  Abiathar  White 
Allen  D.  Wilson 
James  Ormond  Wilson 
Joseph  Janvier  Woodward 

HsNRT  Crissey  Yarrow 
Anton  Zumbrook 


Members  who  have  been  absent  from  the  District  of  Columbia  for  more  than 

twelve  monthSf  and  who  may  on  their  return  resume  their  membership 

f^Jf  <7tr«n  jf  written  notice  to  the  General  Committee  through  the 

President  or  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  their  wish  to  do  so, 

Lester  A.  Bbardblee 

Augustus  Ludlow  Case 
Frank  Wiqglesworth  Clarke 

Richard  Crain  Dean 

Hugh  Ewing 

Eltsha  Foote 

James  Terry  Gardner 
Edward  Oziel  Graves 

Isaiah  Hanscom 
Edwin  Eugene  Howell 

Henry  Arundel  Lambe  Jackson 

Reubl  Keith 

William  Myers 

Charles  Henry  Nichols 
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Ziv^  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

Chables  Christopher  Parrt 
Titian  Ramsay  Peals 
Benjamin  Peirce 
Charles  Sanders  Peiroe 

Henry  Reed  Rathbone 

Christopher  Raymond  Perry  Rodqsrs 

Joseph  Addison  Rogers 

Montgomery  Sioard 
John  Stearns 
Ormond  Stone 

William  Calvin  Tilden 

Francis  Aaiasa  Walker 

Junius  B.  Wheeler 

Joseph  Wood 

William  Maxwell  Wood 

Christopher  Columbus  Woloott 


Deceased  Member§. 

Theodorus  Bailey 

Salmon  Portland  Chase 
Benjamin  Faneuil  Craig 

Charles  Henry  Davis 
Frederic  William  Dorr 
Alexander  B.  Dyer 

Amos  Beebe  Eaton 

John  Gray  Foster 

Joseph  Henry 

F.  Kampf 
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OsoAa  A.  Maok 

Archibald  Robsbtson  Mabvine 

Fielding  Bbadfobd  Meek 

John  Campbell  Rilet 

Oeobge  Christian  Schaeffer 

John  Maynard  Woodworth 

MORDECAI  YaRNALL 


Members  are  requested  to  give  notice  to  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  any  error  in  their  names,  also  of  any  error  or  change  of  ad- 
dress, or  of  intention  of  being  absent  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia more  than  twelve  months  and  wish  on  account  thereof 
to  be  excused  from  payment  of  the  annual  assessment.  {ArL 
12  of  ihe  Standing  Rulei,^ 
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THE   PHILOSOPHICAL   SOCIETY  OP 
WASHINGTON. 


149th  Mbbtino.       8th  Annual  Meeting,  November  9,  18T8. 
Vice-President  Tayloe  in  the  Chair. 
Thirtj-five  members  present. 

The  names  of  members  elected  since  the  last  annual  meeting 
were  read. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  jear  was  conducted  in 
accordance  with  the  rules,  with  the  following  result : — 

President,  Simon  Newcomb. 

Vice-Presidents,         J.  K.  Barnes,       W.  B.  Taylor, 
J.  E.  HiLQAED,     J.  C.  Welling. 
Treasurer,  Cleveland  Abbe. 

Secretaries.  J.  H.  C.  Coffin,  T.  N.  Qill. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

Thomas  Antibell,  C.  E.  Button, 

E.  B.  Elliott,  J.  W.  Powell, 

Asaph  Hall,  C.  A.  Schott, 

W.  Harkness,  J.  M.  Toner, 
J.  J.  Woodward. 


150th  Meeting.  November  23,  1878. 

The  President,  Mr.  Newcomb,  in  the  Chair. 

Fortj-five  members  and  visitors  present. 

(IT) 
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The  minates  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  election  of  Maj.  William  J.  Twining,  of  U.  S.  Engineers, 
and  Mr.  David  P.  Todd,  of  the  Nautical  Almanac  Office,  as 
members  of  the  Society,  was  annoanced. 

A  paper  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Holden,  entitled 

NOTES  ON  THE  BRIGHTNESS  AND  THE  STEI(LAR  MAGNITUDE  OF  THE 
THIRD  SATURNIAN  SATELLITE,  TETHY8, 

was  read  by  Mr.  Skinner. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Abbe. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  remarks 

ON  THE  APERTOMETER  OF  PROF.  E.  ABBE,  OF  JENA,  GERBIANT. 
(AB8TBACT.) 

Mr.  Woodward  exhibited  and  described  the  apertometer  de- 
vised by  Professor  Abbe,  of  Jena,  for  measuring  the  aperture 
of  microscopic  objectives,  and  manufactured  by  Carl  Zeiss,  also 
of  Jena.  An  account  of  this  instrument  will  be  found  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Royal  Microscopical  Society,  March,  1878,  p.  19. 
As  the  instrument  was  designed  for  use  on  the  perpend icolar 
microscope  stands  commonly  employed  in  Germany,  Mr.  Wood- 
ward had  modified  it  by  mounting  the  glass  disk  on  a  block  of 
wood  3  inches  long  by  1.5  wide  and  A  thick,  and  by  attaching 
springs  of  thin  sheet  brass  to  the  two  movable  indices,  the  object 
being  to  allow  the  apparatus  to  be  used  on  English  or  American 
stands  inclined  at  convenient  angles.  He  praised  the  inpreuuity 
of  Professor  Abbess  device  and  the  excellence  of  the  workman- 
ship of  Zeiss,  and  commended  the  instrument  as  affording  a  con- 
venient method  of  measuring  the  apertures  of  objectives  by  lamp- 
light. He  still  preferred,  however,  as  simpler  and  more  convenient, 
the  method  he  had  used  for  several  years  in  measuring  such  aper- 
tures by  sunlight.  As  originally  used,  this  method  was  described 
by  him  in  the  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  June,  1873,  p. 
268.  The  objective  was  screwed  to  an  opening  in  the  shutter  of 
the  dark  room;  a  parallel  pencil  of  solar  light  was  thrown  through 
it  from  behind  by  a  plane  mirror,  while  the  front  lens  of  the  ob- 
jective was  in  contact  with  a  thin  sheet  of  Canada  balsam  confined 
between  two  plates  of  glass,  one  of  them  ground.  The  solar 
rays,  after  coming  to  a  focus  in  the  balsam,  diverged,  and  the 
margins  of  the  cone  of  light  could  readily  bo  marked  with  a  lead- 
pencil  on  the  surface  of  tlie  plate  of  ground  glass.  The  angle 
formed  was  afterwards  measured  with  a  protractor,  which  gave 
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the  "balsam  angle"  of  the  objective.  Subsequently,  at  the  sng- 
gestiou  of  Mr.  Tolles,  of  Boston,  he  substituted  for  the  sheet  of 
balsam  a  quadrangle  of  crown-glass  ground  on  one  side  and  pol- 
ished on  the  edges.  One  of  the  edges  was  placed  in  front  of  the 
objective  with  which  it  was  connected  with  the  immersion  fluid 
for  which  the  objective  was  intended.  The  solar  rays  coming 
from  behind,  after  passing  through  the  crown-glass  front  of  the 
objective,  and  suffering  refraction  on  entering  and  leaving  the 
immersion  fluid,  resumed  in  the  quadrangle  of  crown-glass  the 
direction  they  had  in  the  crown-glass  front.  The  margins  of  the 
visible  cone  were  marked  on  the  ground  glass  surface  of  the  quad- 
rangle with  a  lead-pencil,  and  the  angle  read  by  a  protractor.  The 
angle  thus  measured  was  of  course  substantially  the  angle  of  the 
extreme  rays  in  the  crown-glass  front.  It  might  be  conveniently 
called  the  '*  interior  angle"  of  the  objective,  with  which  it  would 
be  identical  were  it  not  for  trifling  differences  between  the  refrac- 
tive index  of  the  crown-glass  quadrangle  and  that  of  the  crown- 
glass  selected  for  the  front  of  particular  objectives.  Measured 
io  this  way  it  was  easy  to  see  experimentally  that  the  limit  of  82^ 
interior  angle,  which  Mr.  Wenham  had  assigned  to  all  objectives, 
did  not  practically  exist.  He  himself,  Professor  R.  Keith,  and 
lately  Professor  Stokes,  of  Cambridge,  had  shown  that  the  rea- 
soning on  which  Mr.  Wenham  based  his  assertion  was  not  in 
accordance  with  optical  theory.  Experimental  observation  indi- 
cates that  the  number  of  makers  who  produce  objectives  with 
more  than  82°  interior  angle  is  increasing.  This  was  the  case  in 
this  country,  especially  with  many  of  the  immersion  objectives  of 
Tolles  and  Spencer;  in  England,  with  some  of  the  immersion 
objectives  of  Powell  and  Lealand,  and  on  the  Continent  with  the 
immersion  objectives  of  Zeiss.  From  the  latter  maker  he  had 
recently  received  two  of  his  new  oil-immersion  objectives,  a  ^th 
and  a  ^^^rth.  As  measured  by  the  glass  quadrangle  by  sunlight, 
the  ith'ha<l  an  interior  angle  of  115*^,  the  ^^^th  of  114^  Mea- 
sured by  the  apertoraeter  of  Abbe  the  results  were,  as  nearly  as 
could  be  estimated,  identical.  Both  objectives  exceeded  a  little 
the  number  1.25  on  Abbe's  arbitrary  scale,  which  corresponds  to 
113^  interior  angle;  but  owing  to  the  character  of  that  scale  the 
exact  amount  of  excess  could  only  be  estimated.  Mr.  Woodward 
regarded  the  adoption  of  that  scale  as  an  unfortunate  one.  A 
simple  division  of  the  glass  circle  into  degrees  would  have  been 
in  many  respects  more  convenient. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLOARD  made  a  communication  on 
jablokoff's  elegtbic  candle. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  commenced  a  paper  entitled 

HOTES  ON  THE  MUSEUMS  AND  ZOOLOGICAL  GARDENS  OF  NORTHERN 

EUROPE. 
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151st  Meeting.  December  t,  18*78. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Fifty-one  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  election  of  Mr.  John  Walter  Osbobne  as  a  member  of 
the  Society  was  announced. 

Mr.  Henrt  Reed  read  a  paper  on 

THE  PHYSIOLOGY  OP  CIVILIZATION. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Woodward,  Powell,  HabK' 
NESS,  Hayden,  Newcomb,  White,  Chipman,  Dutton,  Alvord, 
Gill,  J.  D.  Cox,  Elliott,  Mason,  Parker,  and  Dall,  gene- 
rally controverting  views  advanced  by  Mr.  Reed. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  made  the  following  communication 

ON  the  supposed  discovery  of  a  trans-nbptunian  planet  at 
the  u.  s.  naval  obsbrvatory  in  1850. 

In  October,  1850,  Mr.  James  Ferguson,  Assistant  Astronomer 
of  the  Naval  Observatory,  while  observing  the  planet  Hygeia, 
observed  on  four  nights  an  object  of  the  9^  magnitude  which 
afterwards  seemed  to  have  disappeared.  A  communication  on 
this  subject  was  made  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Observatory* 
Mr.  Maury,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Mr.  Maury's  let- 
ter, together  with  Mr.  Ferguson's  observations,  were  published 
in  OouWs  Journal^  Vol.  XL,  p.  53.  Mr.  Hind,  of  London,  dis- 
cussing these  observations,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  object 
observed  by  Mr.  Ferguson  was  a  trans-Neptunian  planet,  at  a 
distance  from  tho  sun  of  "more  than  18T,  and  a  period  of  above 
1600  years.''  OouWs  Journal,  Vol.  II.,  p.  78. 

Recently  Professor  C.  H.  F.  Peters,  Director  of  the  Litchfield 
Observatory  of  Hamilton  College,  has  given  this  matter  a  critical 
examination,  and  has  found  that  the  true  explanation  is  that  Mr 
Ferguson  made  a  mistake  in  observing  the  difference  of  declina- 
tion, and  that  by  making  the  proper  corrections  the  whole  series 
of  observations  comes  into  harmony,  and  the  missing  object  proves 
to  be  a  well-known  fixed  star. 

Mr.  Hall,  on  examining  the  original  observing  books  of  Hr. 
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Fergason,  finds  that  the  explanation  given  by  Prof.  Peters  is 
undoubtedly  correct.  These  books  show  that  Mr.  Ferguson 
made  eleven  comparisons  of  the  difference  of  declination,  and 
that  eight  of  these  comparisons  were  correct,  and  three  erroneous. 
For  some  unknown  reason  Mr.  Ferguson  in  his  reductions  changed 
the  eight  correct  comparisons  to  correspond  with  the  three  erro- 
neous ones,  and  this  arbitrary  change  produced  the  mysterious 
pseudo-planet. 


152d  Msetino.  December  21,  1878. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  W.  n.  Da&l  continued  his  communication  on 

THE  MUSEUMS  AND  ZOOLOGICAL  OABDEN8  OF  NORTHERN  EUROPE, 

describing  those  at  Bremen,  Berlin,  Gotha,  Frankfort-am-Main, 
Stuttgart,  Bonn,  Cologne,  Amsterdam,  and  Paris;  also  those  of 
London,  Oxford,  Cambridge  (Eng.),  Edinborough,  Dublin,  and 
Liverpool :  also  answering  inquiries  made  by  Messrs.  Newcomb, 
Powell,  Elliott,  and  HARKNEsa 

Mr.  J.  W.  Osborne  made  a  communication  on 

SUOOESnONS  RESPEOTINO  THE  STUDY  OF  MBTEOROLOQT  IN  REGARD 
TO  THE  CAUSES  OF  YELLOW  FEVER. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Antisell. 


153d  Meeting.  January  4, 1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty-three  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  A.  N.  Skinner  communicated 

A  NOTE  ON  THE  PRECESSION  OF  STARS  IN  RIGHT-A80BNBI0N. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Newcomb. 
41 
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Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  the  following  commanication 

ON  A  STANDARD  FOB  MICROMETBT. 

Mr.  Woodward  read  a  letter  be  had  recently  received  from  a 
committee  of  the  microscopical  section  of  the  Troy  Scientific 
Association,  asking  answers  to  the  following  questions  > — 

"1.  Is  it  expedient  at  present  to  adopt  a  standard  for  microm- 
etry? 

2.  If  so,  should  the  English  or  the  metric  system  be  employed? 

3.  What  unit,  within  the  system  selected,  is  most  eligible? 

4.  What  steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  a  suitable  standard 
measure  of  this  unit  ? 

5.  How  can  this  standard  micrometer  be  best  preserved  and 
made  useful  to  all  parties  concerned  ?" 

These  questions  were  asked  with  a  view  to  some  action  to  be 
taken  on  the  subject  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of 
Microscopists  to  be  held  in  Buffalo  during  the  summer  of  1879. 
He  had  made  the  following  reply,  with  regard  to  which  he  invited 
comments  or  criticism  by  the  Society. 

I  submit  the  following  replies  to  the  questions  of  your  circular 
letter  of  December  2d: — 

1.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  a  suitable  standard  for 
micrometry  by  the  American  Society  of  Microscopists  at  their 
next  meeting. 

2.  For  this  particular  purpose  I  think  the  metric  system  offers 
so  many  conveniences  that  I  favor  its  employment 

3.  The  selection  of  an  eligible  unit  within  the  system  involves, 
it  appears  to  me,  two  distinct  questions :  A,  How  shall  the  stage- 
micrometer  be  ruled  ?  B.  How  shall  the  measurements  made  be 
expressed  in  speech  or  writing  ? 

A,  The  object  of  the  stage-micrometer  is  chiefly  to  give  values 
to  the  divisions  of  the  eyepiece-micrometer  with  the  power  used 
in  any  given  case.  It  should  be  long  enough  to  be  used  for  this 
purpose  with  the  lowest  powers  of  the  compound  microscope,  and 
have  a  part  of  its  length  ruled  sufficiently  close  to  answer  the 
same  end  with  the  highest  powers.  I  favor  the  adoption  of  a 
standard  scale  a  centimetre  long  ruled  in  millimetres,  and  one 
of  these  ruled  in  hundredths.  I  have  used  stage-micrometers 
ruled  in  thousandths  of  a  millimetre,  but  regard  such  divisions 
as  inconveniently  close  for  this  purpose.     To  measure  in  thou- 
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sandtbs  of  a  millimetre  as  the  unit,  which  is  yerj  conyenient  in 
a  large  number  of  cases,  the  simplest  way  is  to  use  a  magnifying 
power  that  will  make  ten  divisions  of  the  eyepiece-micrometer 
exactly  coincide  with  one-hundredth  of  a  millimetre  on  the  stage- 
micrometer.  The  glass  eyepiece-micrometer  should  have  a  scale 
a  centimetre  long  ruled  in  one  hundred  parts.  By  increasing  the 
power  so  that  a  larger  number  than  ten  of  these  divisions  shall 
correspond  to  one-hundredth  of  a  millimetre  on  the  stage-micro- 
meter,  a  unit  of  any  degree  of  minuteness  that  may  be  required 
for  any  special  work  can  be  obtained  up  to  the  limits  of  distinct 
vision  with  the  microscope. 

B.  But  although  I  regard  the  hundredth  of  a  millimetre  as  a 
very  eligible  dimension  for  the  closest  divisions  of  the  stage- 
micrometer,  when  it  comes  to  expressing  the  results  of  our  mea- 
surement in  speech  or  writing,  I  do  not  think  it  is  convenient  to 
use  the  hundredth  of  a  millimetre  as  the  unit  of  expression.  It 
is  too  large,  and  the  results  of  too  many  measurements  would 
still  have  to  be  expressed  in  decimal  fractions.  The  thousandth 
of  a  millimetre  is  much  more  convenient  as  a  unit  of  expression, 
and  I  would  advise  that  microscopists  should  agree  to  call  this 
dimension  a  micron,  and  represent  it  in  writing  by  the  Greek 
letter  n.  This  dimension  has  already  been  adopted  as  the  unit 
of  expression  by  a  number  of  European  microscopists,  who  rep- 
resent it  by  the  same  Greek  letter,  but  call  it  a  micro-millimetre. 
The  terra  micron  should,  I  think,  be  preferred  because  well  known 
to  scientific  men  other  than  microscopists,  having  for  some  time 
been  used  in  expressing  minute  differences  by  those  officially 
engaged  in  preparing  standard  measures  of  length,  and  having 
been  adopted  by  the  International  Metric  Commission.  I  think 
it  running  an  unnecessary  risk  of  confusion  to  select  any  other 
than  this  well-recognized  term  for  the  dimension  in  question. 

4  and  5.  To  obtain  a  suitable  standard  stage-micrometer,  I 
would  advise  each  microsco]  ical  society  to  select  one  ruled  as 
above  described,  by  any  peison  in  whom  they  have  confidence, 
and  to  satisfy  themselves  by  comparison  of  the  several  parts  with 
each  other,  by  means  of  the  same  part  of  the  eyepiece-microm- 
eter, that  the  divisions  agree  among  themselves.  This  is  com- 
paratively easily  done;  the  real  difficulty  will  be  to  determine 
whether  the  whole  scale  is  really  a  centimetre  long.  To  ascertain 
this,  I  would  advise  each  microscopical  society  to  send  its  stand* 
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ard  micrometer  to  the  Sopenutendeat  of  the  Coast  Sarrej  at 
Washiugtou,  with  the  request  that  he  will  have  it  compared  wiih 
a  recognized  standard  in  the  Bureau  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
and  return  it  with  a  report  of  the  error,  if  any.  I  ha?e  reasoa 
to  believe  that  such  requests  would  be  promptly  and  courteously 
responded  to.  Each  society  should  then  preserve  the  standard 
thus  obtaiued  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enabling  its  members  to 
compare  their  stage- micrometers  with  it.  I  think  this  plan  mach 
wiser  than  to  relegate  the  question  to  any  one  of  the  iugenioas 
men  who  are  endeavoring  Id  this  country,  with  considerable  suc- 
cess, to  make  accurate  rulings  on  glass,  and  I  should  anticipate 
better  results  from  it  than  from  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  of  the  American  Society  of  Microscopists  to  prepare 
a  standard  scale. 

In  conclusion,  I  readily  admit  that  so  long  as  the  English 
microscopists  continue  to  express  the  results  of  their  measure- 
ments in  decimals  of  an  English  inch,  there  will  be  American 
microscopists  who  will  do  the  same,  either  for  all  purposes  or  for 
particular  work,  and  of  course  it  is  very  desirable  that  these 
measurements  also  should  be  accurate.  The  stage-micrometers 
on  this  system  in  the  market  are  usually  ruled  in  hundredths  and 
thousandths  of  an  inch.  The  latter  divisions  are  too  wide  to 
give  values  to  the  eyepiece-micrometer  with  the  higher  powers, 
while  the  five-thousandths,  ten-thousandths,  or  even  finer  divisions, 
ruled  also  on  some  of  these  micrometers,  are  inconveniently  close. 
I  would  advise  the  makers  to  rule  such  micrometers  four-tenths 
of  an  inch  long,  divided  into  hundredths  of  an  inch,  one  of  the 
hundredths  being  subdivided  into  ten,  another  into  twenty-five 
spaces.  These  latter  spaces,  each  representing  one  twenty-five- 
hnndredth  of  an  inch,  sufficiently  approximate  the  hundredth  of 
a  millimetre  to  be  used  with  equal  convenience  with  the  higher 
powers.  The  scale  on  the  glass  eyepiece-micrometer,  used  with 
these  stage-micrometers,  should  be,  if  specially  made  for  the 
purpose,  four-tenths  of  an  inch  long,  divided  into  one  hundred 
parts,  each  one  two-hnndred-and-fiftieth  of  an  inch;  but  these 
divisions  would  so  closely  approximate  those  of  the  metric  eye- 
piece-micrometer proposed,  that  it  might  be  used  without  incon- 
venience instead.  Where  it  is  thought  worth  while  by  a  micro- 
scopical society  to  procure  a  standard  scale  of  this  kind,  it  should 
be  sent  to  the  Coast  Survey  office  for  measurement,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  metric  scales. 
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Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.   Harkness,  Elliott,  and 
Taylob. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  also  made  a  communication 

ON  THB  OIL-IMMBRSION  OBJEOTIYES  OF  ZEISS,  AND  ON  CONVENIENT 
METHODS  OF  OBTAINING  OBLIQUE  ILLUMINATION  FOR  THESE  AND 
SIMILAR  OBJECTIVES. 

(a  bstbaot.) 

Mr.  Woodward  exhibited  and  described  his  snb-stage  prism 
for  the  illumination  of  balsam  mounted  objects  for  examination 
with  immersion  objectives  whose  balsam  angle  (or  preferably 
interior  angle)  is  90°  or  upwards.  It  is  described  in  the  Journal 
of  the  Royal  Microscopical  Society,  November,  1878,  p.  246. 
By  using  a  prism  of  98^  angle  instead  of  a  right-angled  one, 
immersion  objectives  of  less  than  90^  but  more  than  82^  interior 
angle  could  be  satisfactorily  illuminated.  Both  prisms  had  re- 
cently been  manufactured  without  any  mounting  by  G.  S.  Wool- 
man,  116  Fulton  Street,  New  York.  This  had  the  advantage  of 
economy ;  but  the  prism  being  necessarily  attached  to  the  under 
surface  of  the  slide  by  glycerine  or  oil  of  cloves,  would  move  with 
the  object,  which  was  inconvenient.  He  therefore  greatly  pre- 
ferred the  instrument  as  originally  made,  although  of  course  the 
same  results  could  be  obtained  by  Woolman's  modification,  pro- 
vided the  prism  was  readjusted  each  time  the  object  was  moved. 
He  also  exhibited  and  described  a  more  complex  apparatus  which 
he  had  devised  for  microphotography,  and  which  enabled  him  to 
register  the  precise  angle  of  the  illuminating  pencil  employed. 
(This  apparatus  will  be  described  in  full  and  figured  in  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Royal  Microscopical  Society  during  1879.) 

Mr.  Woodward  remarked  that  although  the  most  oblique  pen- 
cil an  immersion  objective  can  take  in  is  necessary  to  obtain  the 
best  results  on  lined  test  objects,  e.  gr.,  Aniphipleura  pellucida 
mounted  in  Canada  balsam,  this  was  no  longer  the  case  when 
direct  sunlight  was  used.  In  illustration  he  exhibited  a  photo- 
graph of  Amphipleura  pellucida  taken  with  about  2700  diameters 
by  the  oil-immersion  -^th  of  Zeiss,  referred  to  by  him  in  his 
communication  of  November  23d,  when  he  stated  that  its  interior 
angle  was  114®.  The  photographs  excelled  in  definition  any 
picture  of  this  test  he  had  ever  obtained  with  any  objective ;  and 
yet  the  optical  axis  of  the  illuminating  lens  (a  3-inch  objective  of 
IQO  aperture  which  was  used  without  any  substage  lens  or  prism) 
was  only  inclined  at  an  angle  of  45^  to  the  optical  axis  of  the 
microscope.  As  a  further  illustration  of  the  difference  between 
the  results  obtained  by  illuminating  the  microscope  by  lamp  and 
sunlight,  he  exhibited  two  photographs  of  Pleurosigma  angulatum 
taken  by  the  oil-immersion  ^th  of  Zeiss  of  115°  interior  angle. 
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One  of  them  showed  the  well-known  appearance  of  hexagons,  the 
other  the  longitudinal  diffraction  lines  produced  in  the  experiment 
devised  by  Professor  Abbe,  of  Jena.  Professor  Abbe  had  found 
that  if  the  central  part  of  a  high-angled  objective  be  stopped  out 
by  a  transverse  bar  and  a  frustule  of  Pleurosigma  angulatum  exam- 
ined, its  midrib  being  parallel  to  the  bar  and  the  light  thrown  at 
right  angles  to  it,  the  hexagonal  markings  would  be  no  longer  seen, 
but  instead  a  series  of  sharp  diffraction  lines  parallel  to  the  mid- 
rib, lu  their  distance  apart  these  markings  are  so  related  to  the 
distance  of  the  hexagons  from  centre  to  centre  that  seven  of  the 
diffraction  lines  occupy  the  space  of  four  of  the  hexagons.  By 
lamplight,  Professor  Abbe  found  that  these  diffraction  lines  ap- 
peared only  on  those  parts  of  the  Angnlatum  frustnle  which  were 
fused  to  the  glass  cover  in  preparing  the  specimen;  where  a  film 
of  air  existed  between  the  frustule  and  the  cover  they  did  not 
appear.  Mr.  Woodward  had  found  that  this  was  true  only  for 
illuminatiou  by  lamp;  by  sunlight  the  diffraction  lines  appeared 
on  all  parts  of  all  the  frustulcs.  lu  the  photographs  which  he 
exhibited  the  boundary  of  the  adherent  part  of  the  frustule  could 
be  distinctly  seen,  and  the  diffraction  lines  were  equally  distinct 
on  the  non-adherent  parts.  Professor  Abbe's  explanation  of  the 
phenomenon  was  therefore  inadequate,  as  it  required  the  non- 
appearance of  the  diffraction  lines  on  the  non-adherent  parts  by 
sunlight  as  well  as  by  lamp. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  Habknxss  and 
Woodward. 

Mr.  Asaph  Hall  made  a  communication 

ON  THE  satellites  OV  SATURN. 
(ABBTBACT.) 

Mr.  Hall  stated  that  his  observation  of  Hyperion,  the  faint 
satellite  of  Saturn,  made  in  1878,  indicate  that  the  line  of  apsides 
of  the  orbit  of  this  satellite  has  a  rapid  motion.  Probably  this 
line  has  revolved  at  least  180^  since  the  time  of  the  discovery 
of  this  satellite  in  1848  by  the  Bonds  and  Lassell. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  peculiar  relations  of  the  orbits  of 
Hyperion  and  of  the  large  satellite  Titan,  through  which  Titan 
is  able  to  exert  a  great  influence  on  the  motion  of  Hyperion. 
The  motion  of  the  line  of  apsides  of  Hyperion  will  probably  fur- 
nish an  accurate  determination  of  the  mass  of  Titan. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Newoomr 
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154th  Mssting.  Januaby  18,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-one  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  President  referred  to  the  recent  memorial  services  of  Prof. 
Henry  at  the  Capitol,  and  stated  that  an  invitation  to  attend 
them  had  been  extended  to  the  Philosophical  Society,  and  that 
the  Society  was  represented  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Osborne  gave  a  recapitulation  of  his  communication 
made  at  a  previous  meeting,  on 

THB  APPLICATION  OF   METEOROLOGY  TO  YELLOW  FEVER 
INVESTIGATIONS. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Antisell,  Abbe,  and  Wood- 
ward. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Osborne  also  made  a  communication  on 

A  CURIOUS  MANIFESTATION  OF  FORCE  BY  THE  WIND, 

exhibiting  a  distorted  wind  vane. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication  on 

THE  PROGRESS  OF  INTERNATIONAL  COINAGE  IN  FRANCE  AND 
AMERICA. 


155th  Meeting.  February  1,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-one  members  and  visitors  present 

Medical  Director  Francis  M.  Gunnell,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  and  Mr. 
0£0RQE  William  Hill,  of  the  Nautical  Almanac  OflBce,  were 
announced  as  having  been  elected  members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Endlich  made  a  communication 

ON  SOME  INTERESTING  OASES  OF  METAMORPHISM. 
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The  sabject  was  discassed  bj  Messrs.  Antisell,  Whits,  and 
Enduoh. 

Mr.  C.  E.  DuTTON  made  a  communication  on 

THE  GEOLOGICAL  OHABAOTEB  Or  THE  OOLOKADO  BIVER. 

Comments  were  made  and  questions  asked  by  Messrs.  White, 
Endlioh,  and  Hall. 


166th  Meeting.  February  15,  18t9. 

Vice-President  Welling  in  the  Chair. 
Tbirtj-eight  members  and  visitors  presen^. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Bernard  Richard  Green,  Major  Peter 
CoNOVER  Hains,  U.  S.  Engineers,  Commander  George  Dbwet, 
U.  S.  Navy,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Borden  McGuire,  as  members 
of  the  Society,  was  announced. 

Mr.  Thomas  Antisell  read  a  paper  entitled 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  CHEMICAL  MOLECULAR  CHANGES. 

Remarks  were  made  and  questions  asked  by  Mr.  Harkness, 
Prof.  F.  W.  Clarele,  of  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Doolittle,  and  Mr. 
Dall. 


157th  Meeting.  March  1,  1879. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  deaths  of  Dr.  John  C.  Riley  and  of  Prof.  Mordecai 
Yarnall,  U.  S.  Navy,  members  of  the  Society,  were  announced. 

The  election  of  Lieut.  Comr.  Charles  D.  Sigsbee,  U.  S.  N., 
as  a  member  of  the  Society,  was  also  announced. 
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Mr.  S.  F.  Baibd  made  a  communication  on 

THE  ABTIflOLAL  PBOPAOATION  OF  THE  OOD, 

describing  the  measures  and  process  adopted  at  Qloucester,  Mass., 
and  the  success  thus  far  obtained.  A  vessel  is  to  be  specially 
constructed  for  the  Fish  Commission,  to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Elliott  made  some  remarks  and  inquiries  respecting  the 
extent  of  the  cod  fisheries. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Dudley,  C.  E.,  made  a  communication,  illustrated 
by  drawings,  on 

THE  USES  OF  HIS  DYNAORAPH,  AND  THE  WORK  PEEFOEMED  IN 
DSTBBMININO  THE  RESISTANCE  OF  RAILWAY  TRAINS,  ETC. 

(ABSTRACT.) 

It  is  an  instrument  designed  for  the  purpose  of  determining, 
and  graphically  recording  on  a  continuous  sheet  of  paper,  the 
resistance  to  traction  of  railway  rolling  stock  of  all  kinds,  either 
as  single  cars  .or  in  trains;  also,  testing  the  resistance  to  traction 
of  locomotives  of  various  kinds  of  wheel  base,  and  also  their 
capacity;  the  object  being  to  obtain  data  from  a  knowledge  of 
which  the  cost  of  transportation  may  be  reduced,  by  substituting 
facts  for  mere  opinion. 

It  has  several  attachments,  so  that  data  can  be  obtained  to 
solve  most  of  the  problems  connected  with  the  movement  of  trains. 
The  low  joints  in  the  rails  are  also  shown  at  the  same  time. 

The  wearing  effect  on  the  rails  and  tires  of  various  kinds  of 
wheel  base  of  locomotives  can  also  be  shown  by  special  experi- 
ments. A  car  is  specially  constructed  for  its  use ;  the  present 
one  is  50  feet  long  by  9  feet  6  inches  wide,  and  has  five  apart- 
ments, viz.:  1st.  Dynagraph  room  with  bookcase:  2d.  Sleeping 
room:  3d.  Laboratory:  4th.  Sitting  room;  one  double  overhead 
berth,  piano,  wardrobe,  and  washstand :  5th.  Dining  room,  con- 
taining range,  ice  box,  provision  drawers,  china  cupboard,  and 
portable  table.  An  aisle  on  one  side  of  the  car  permits  access 
to  any  apartment.  The  instrument  is  placed  near  the  end  of  the 
car  in  the  Dynagraph  room. 

The  car  has  two  4-wheeled  trucks,  each  with  t  feet  wheel  base, 
all  the  wheels  being  turned  truly  cylindrical.  The  elliptical 
springs  in  the  trucks  are  quadruplets,  so  that  the  car  rides  very 
steadily  on  most  roads.  The  draw-bar  is  enlarged,  and  a  steel 
cylinder  6  inches  long  and  4  inches  internal  diameter  inserted 
instead  of  the  usual  fastening.  In  each  end  of  the  cylinder  pis- 
tons with  cup-leather  packing  are  inserted  and  by  means  of  an- 
nular rings  both  are  free  to  move  in,  but  prevented  from  moving 
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outward ;  the  required  movement  in  use  is  less  than  j^^th  of  an 
inch.  The  cylinder  is  filled  with  oil,  and  from  its  centre  a  pipe 
leads  to  a  small  piston  on  top  of  the  instrument  on  the  inside  of 
the  car.  Any  pressure  on  the  draw-bar  either  pulling  or  pushing 
is  transmitted  to  the  piston  (which  is  held  by  springs  of  known 
tension),  and  thence  to  arms  holding  the  pen  which  records  the 
pressure.  Inside  of  the  car  is  a  large  cast-iron  frame,  36  X  40 
inches,  and  30  inches  high,  which  supports  the  mechanism  to  roil 
the  paper  as  the  car  moves,  it  being  driven  by  positive  gearing 
from  the  axle  of  the  car. 

The  present  Dynagraph  uses  paper  30  inches  wide,  though  by 
leaving  off  some  of  the  attachments,  paper  20  inches  wide  can 
be  used:  it  has  gearing  to  represent  400,  200,  100,  or  50  feet  of 
track  per  inch  of  paper,  as  desired :  strong  Manilla  paper,  spe- 
cially made,  is  used,  and  is  wound  in  a  continuous  sheet  of  400 
to  500  feet  in  length  on  one  of  the  paper  drums  at  either  end  of 
the  instrument.  These  drums  are  driven  by  friction  and  only 
serve  to  wind  the  paper,  keeping  it  taut  as  it  is  fed  through  the 
machine  by  the  steel  rolls,  either  pair  being  used  according  to 
the  direction  which  the  car  is  running.  The  rolls  make  IjV 
revolutions  for  13y^j  inches  of  paper;  this  corresponds  to  400 
feet  of  track  for  1  inch  of  paper.  The  rolls  are  j^j^  of  an  inch 
larger  in  diameter  in  the  centre  than  at  the  ecds.. 

The  wheels  which  drive  the  mechanism  are  turned  without  any 
conning,  and  are  33  inches  in  diameter.  A  triple  thread  worm 
on  the  axle  drives  a  shaft  which  is  connected  by  three  universal 
joints  with  the  shafting  of  the  instrument.  There  are  three  mitre 
gears  so  arranged  with  saw-tooth  clutches  that  the  paper  can 
run  in  either  direction,  and  either  pair  of  feed  rolls,  also  used 
at  pleasure.  Right  or  left-handed  diagrams  can  be  taken,  as 
desired.  There  is  an  integrating  attachment  which  measures 
constant  areas  of  the  dynamical  curve  and  records  them  electric- 
ally. The  electrical  recording  apparatus  has  11  pens:  one  re* 
cords  from  the  clock  seconds ;  one  every  t«nth  second,  and  one 
for  each  minute ;  one  pen  records  the  constant  area  on  the  dia- 
gram ;  one  pen  the  amount  of  water  (as  measured  by  a  meter) 
used  by  the  locomotive,  and  where  consumed ;  one  pen  the  amount 
of  coal,  and  its  distribution;  one  pen  the  alignment  of  the  road; 
one  pen  the  distance  as  measured  by  the  instrument;  one  pen  the 
revolution  of  the  drivers;  one  pen  the  velocity  of  the  wind,  and 
one  pen  tde  roads,  mile  posts,  and  stations. 

In  special  experiments  on  trains  all  the  pens  are  used  as  de- 
scribed, but  some  of  them  may  be  used  for  other  purposes  if 
desired.  In  making  experiments  on  single  cars  we  have  inside 
the  larger  pistons,  smaller  ones,  so  that  the  same  springs  give 
five  times  as  large  a  scale  as  with  the  large  pistons. 

Among  the  many  important  uses  of  the  Dynagraph  has  been 
the  determination  of  the  effect  of  different  classes  of  locomotire 
wheel  bases  upon  the  wear  of  rails  and  tires  of  the  driving  wheels. 
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It  was  found  that  it  required  more  power  to  push  the  same  loco- 
motive on  curves  when  the  wheel  base  was  so  arranged  that  the 
front  end  of  the  locomotive  was  free  to  swing  in  a  cradle  of  the 
truck  (as  at  certain  velocities,  the  centrifugal  force  would  act  upon 
the  locomotive  in  such  a  manner  that  the  flanges  of  the  driving 
wheels  against  the  rails  would  guide  the  engine ;  the  front  out- 
side driving-wheel  flange  would  be  against  the  outer  rail,  and  the 
rear  inside  driving-wheel  flange  against  the  inner  rail),  than  it 
did  when  the  same  locomotive  was  so  arranged  that  the  front 
truck  and  the  rear  driving-wheel  flange  guided  the  engine.  This 
is  seen  practically  in  its  effect  upon  the  wear  oi  rails  on  different 
roads;  the  outer  rail  of  curves  on  the  B.  &  0.  R.  R.,  P.  W.  & 
B.  R.  R.,  N.  Y.  &  H.  R.  R.,  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  being 
but  very  little  more  worn  than  upon  the  tangents  while  upon  the 
P.  R.  R.  the  wear  of  outer  rails  on  curves  has  been  much  more 
rapid. 

Generally  speaking,  it  has  been  found  to  require  less  coal  to  run 
freight  trains  at  an  average  speed  of  18  to  20  miles  an  hour,  than 
from  10  to  12  miles.  But  few  time  tables  are  arranged  in  accord- 
ance with  the  gradients  of  the  road.  On  some  roads  uniform 
speed  is  required  over  all  portions  of  the  road,  which  practically 
lessens  the  number  of  cars  drawn  per  train ;  while  if  the  time 
tables  were  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  work,  from  two  to 
three  more  cars  could  be  taken  on  the  ordinary  trains.  The  con- 
Btraction  of  cars  for  the  same  purpose  is  so  different  in  detail, 
that  their  resistance  to  traction  varies ;  so  that  it  seems  impos- 
sible to  deteriiiine  anything  more  than  an  approximate  formula 
for  general  application.  Changes  are  made  upon  mere  opinion, 
without  a  knowledge  of  facts.  In  locomotives  where  perhaps 
more  pains  are  taken  to  systematize  matters,  we  find  in  those  said 
to  be  made  from  the  same  drawings,  a  variation  from  ten  to  twenty 
percent,  in  their  capacity.  This  is  a  common  observation  of 
engineers  and  master  mechanics,  derived  from  their  daily  expe- 
rience. Some  engines  will  give  a  very  smooth  diagram,  while 
others  will  show  great  irregularities  (on  the  same  track),  due  to 
Bteam  admission  or  counter  balance.  Each  engineer  gives  a  per- 
sonal equation  to  the  diagram.  The  rate  of  adhesion  varies  also 
for  the  same  weight  in  different  engines,  and  is  much  greater  at 
Blow  speeds  than  at  high  ones  with  the  same  engine. 

In  drawing  freight  trains  the  greatest  range  of  variation  in 
resistance  is  due  to  the  wind ;  stock  cars  giving  the  highest  rate. 
Loaded  box  cars  in  trains  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  cars  give  on  a 
level  and  straight  track  from  four  to  six  lbs.  resistance  per  ton ; 
while  thirty  empty  stock  cars  gave  13.20  lbs.  per  ton  on  a  windy 
day.  Trains  are  now  limited  in  length,  from  the  uncertainties 
of  changes  of  weather  during  their  transit.  As  soon  as  the  mat- 
ter is  more  thoroughly  understood  by  the  railroad  people,  I  hope 
to  see  trains  dispatched  in  accordance  to  the  Signal  Service  indi- 
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cations.  The  valae  to  railroad  transportation  of  sach  knowledge 
can  hardly  be  estimated. 

Nearly  all  the  experiments  are  conducted  by  private  indiTidoiI 
enterprise,  and  few  of  the  important  problems  of  transportation 
have  been  touched.  There  is  so  much  jealousy  that  but  few  care 
to  know  anything  about  the  problems  of  transportation,  as  it 
more  or  less  affects  the  opinions  of  the  managers. 

From  many  numerous  experiments  we  have  just  completed  for 
one  railroad,  we  have  determined  the  cost  of  moving  a  ton  of 
weight  one  mile,  and  plotted  the  results,  showing  on  some  of  iu 
rates  it  did  not  get  back  the  cost  of  simply  moving  its  cars, 
engines,  and  freight,  regardless  of  any  interest  and  cost  of 
organization. 

There  are  some  attachments  designed  and  yet  to  be  added  to 
the  Dynagraph  for  special  experiments. 

Mr.  Abbe  followed  with  further  explanations,  and  some  points 
were  discussed  by  Messrs.  Habkness  and  Dudley. 

Mr.  C.  A.  White  read  a  communication  on 

THE  FBESH-WATEB  SHELL-HEAPS  OF  THE  INTEBIOB  BIVEBS  OF 
NOBTH  AMERICA. 

Messrs.  Baird,  Mason,  Abbe,  and  Qill  added  information 
respecting  shell-heaps  in  other  regions,  especially  near  the  coasts 
of  Massachusetts,  Maine,  and  New  Brunswick,  and  discussing 
the  evidence  of  cannibalism  found  in  some  of  them. 


158th  Meeting.  March  15, 1879. 

Vice-President  Hiloabd,  and  subsequently  the  President, 
in  the  Chair. 

Fifty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 

Prof.  A.  Winohell,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  made  a  commnnica- 
tion  on 

the  PROORESSIYE  dispersion  or  MANKIND  OYER  THE  SURFACS 
OF  THE  EARTH, 

referring  mainly  to  prehistoric  races. 
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Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Hiloard,  Pow£LL,  Dall,  Ai> 
VORD,  Parker,  Mason,  Ward,  Abbe,  White,  Gill,  Woodward, 
Harkness,  and  Wincqell,  the  discussion  taking  a  wide  range. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Eastman  exhibited  and  described 

A  PERSONAL  EQUATION  INSTRUMENT 

devised  by  him  in  1875,  and  miceessfully  used  at  the  Washington 
Observatory  in  determining  the  absolute  as  well  as  relative  equa- 
tions of  observers  with  the  transit  instrument. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Paul. 

Mr.  J.  E.  HiLGARD  exhibited  two 

PHOSPHORESCENT  CLOCKS, 

stating  that  the  faces  were  coated  with  calcinm-sulphide,  and  that 
after  exposure  to  solar  light  they  would  remain  luminous  in  the 
dark  during  the  greater  part  of  a  night. 

Mr.  Antissll  explained  that  a  number  of  sulphides  possess 
this  property  of  phosphorescence. 


159th  Meeting.  March  29,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  S.  Newcomb  made  a  communication  on 

THE  RECURRENCE  OF  ECLIPSES. 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Abbe  and  Taylor.  ' 
Mr.  L.  F.  Ward  read  a  paper  on 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  CHEMICAL  ELEMENTS. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Brooks,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  read  a 
paper  on 
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THE   EMBBTOLOOT  OF  LIOOULA  AND  THE  8T8TEMATI0  BBLATI0H8 
or  THE  BBA0HIOPOD8, 

and  illastrated  the  comparative  characteristics  of  the  Brachiopodi 
in  their  embryonic  conditioa  with  those  of  the  Polyzoans. 


160th  Meeting.  Apbil  12, 1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty-one  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  Q.  K.  Gilbebt  made  a  communication 

ON   THE   KANAB  BASE-LINE,   AND  A  PBOPOSED    NEW   METHOD  01 
BASS  MEASUBEMENT. 

(  AB8TBA0T.) 

Is^.   Ihe  Measurement  of  the  Kanab  Base. 

The  base  lines  of  the  Powell  Survey  have  been  measured  with 
wooden  rods.  The  base  at  Kanab,  Utah,  was  measured  in  1878 
with  apparatus  prepared  originally  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Thompson.  The 
measurement  was  performed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Gilbert 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Renshawe.  The  apparatus  consists  essentially  of 
two  15-foot  rods  applied  to  each  other,  end  to  end,  in  alternation. 
They  are  provided  with  suitable  accessories  to  regulate  their 
alignment  and  height,  and  to  record  their  inclination.  They  were 
compared  before  and  after  use  with  standard  steel  rods  furnished 
by  the  Coast  Survey.  Two  measurements  were  made,  and  the 
second  result  was  found  to  exceed  the  first  by  0.84  of  an  inch. 

It  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Hayden  that  the  results  attained 
by  Mr.  Powell  by  the  use  of  wooden  rods  are  less  accurate  than 
those  given  by  the  steel  tape  (45th  Congress,  2d  Sess.,  House 
Mis.  Doc.  No.  55,  p.  25).  It  is  desirable  to  test  the  truth  of 
this  statement,  for  if  wooden  rods  do  not  give  greater  accuracy 
than  steel  tapes  they  should  be  discarded  on  the  score  of  econ- 
omy. A  satisfactory  comparison  of  the  two  methods  is  not  yet 
possible  for  the  reason  that  the  results  with  the  steel  tape  have 
not  afforded  data  for  the  computation  of  probable  error,  but  a 
first  impression  may  be  derived  from  the  comparison  of  the  dis- 
crepancies between  duplicate  measurements.  The  following  table 
includes  the  only  base  twice  measured  by  the  Powell  Survey, 
and  the  only  bases  published  by  the  Hayden  Survey.  The  last 
column  shows  the  estimated  probable  discrepancy  for  a  common 
distance  of  4.3  miles. 
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Name               Name 

of                    of 

Base  line.    |      Sar^ej. 

Appruzimate 

length 

in  miles. 

Differences  of  two 

measurements 

in  feet. 

Comparative 
differences. 

Kanab 
San  Luis* 
Denver* 

Powell 

Hayden 

Hayden 

4.3 
5.4 
6.0 

.070 
.18 
1.798  ^ 

.07 

.16 

1.51 

There  seems  nothing  in  these  figures  to  require  a  discontinu- 
ance of  the  use  of  wooden  rods. 

The  Kanab  base  was  divided  into  44  sab-equal  sections,  and 
two  independent  measurements  were  made  of  each  section.  From 
the  44  resulting  discrepancies  the  probable  error  of  the  whole 
measurement  was  computed  and  found  to  be  .09  ft.  or  1-250,000 
of  the  whole  length  of  the  base.  When  a  similar  test  has  been 
applied  to  the  steel  tape,  the  relative  value  of  the  two  apparatus 
can  be  better  judged. 

Unfortunately  the  fraction  1-250,000  does  not  represent  the 
total  error  of  the  base  line  as  determined,  but  only  that  portion 
of  the  error  which  depends  on  the  manipulation  of  the  wooden 
rods ;  another  portion  introduced  in  the  comparison  of  the  rods 
with  the  steel  standards  is  much  greater.  The  latter  afifects  the 
value  of  the  Kanab  base  line,  but  is  independent  of  the  value  of 
the  apparatus. 

2d.  A  proposed  New  Apparatus  and  Method, 

In  some  methods  of  base-measurement  a  single  unit  of  length 
is  appliea  repeatedly.  A  record  is  made  each  time  of  the  position 
of  the  advance  end,  to  which  record  the  rear  end  is  afterward 
applied.  This  is  the  usual  practice  when  a  chain  or  tape  is  used. 
In  other  methods  two  unit  measures  are  used  in  alternation.  One 
remains  stationary  while  the  other  is  carried  forward,  and  the 
rear  end  of  the  moving  measure  is  applied.to  the  advance  end  of 
the  stationary.  This  is  the  usual  practice  when  wooden  or  metal- 
lic rods  are  employed.  It  is  now  proposed  to  combine  the 
method  of  the  single  unit  and  record  with  the  use  of  the  rod. 

Where  two  rods  have  been  used  a  simple  contact  of  their  ends 
has  been  found  impracticable,  and  an  observation  has  usually 
been  substituted.  Where  a  single  unit  has  been  used  the  record 
has  been  of  the  nature  of  an  observation  and  subject  to  personal 
equation.  It  is  proposed  to  replace  the  observations  by  an  auto- 
matic record. 

In  the  use  of  two  rods  it  is  necessary,  for  each  added  unit,  to 
«arry  forward  two  tripods  and  adjust  them  in  height.     It  is  pro- 

*  U.  8.  Geol.  and  Geog.  Sarvej  of  Colorado,  1876,  p.  280. 
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posed  to  carry  forward  only  one  tripod  for  each  unit,  and  to  give 
it  no  vertical  adjustment. 

To  execute  this  plan  a  novel  rod  is  proposed  and  a  number  of 
tripods  of  a  novel  pattern. 

The  Rod.  The  material  is  not  essential.  To  the  under  surface 
at  each  end  is  attached  a  steel  sphere  one-half  inch  iu  diameter. 
The  distance  be^een  the  centres  of  the  spheres  is  the  unit  of 
length.  Some  appliance  must  be  attached  for  the  reading  of 
inclination. 

The  Tripods,  The  head  of  each  is  broad,  and  upon  it  rests  a 
free  plate  bearing  a  conical  socket  to  receive  one  of  the  spheres 
attached  to  the  rod.  A  device  is  added  to  lift  the  plate  upon 
balls  at  will,  and  another  device  to  clamp  it. 

The  Use,  Suppose  one  of  the  tripods,  with  clamped  plate,  to 
stand  so  that  the  conical  socket  is  in  the  line  of  the  base.  Ano- 
ther is  placed  in  advance  at  iet  distance  approximately  equal  to 
the  rod  length,  and  its  plate  is  undamped.  One  sphere  of  the 
rod  is  now  placed  in  the  fixed  socket  and  the  other  in  the  movable. 
The  advance  end  of  the  rod  is  aligned.  The  balls  are  lifted 
under  the  movable  plate  for  an  instant,  to  substitute  rolling  for 
sliding  friction,  and  relieve  all  strains.  The  plate  is  clamped. 
The  inclination  of  the  rod  is  observed.  The  advance  socket  has 
now  become  a  record  of  the  application  of  the  unit  of  length. 
A  third  tripod  is  placed  on  the  line  and  the  rod  is  carried  forward 
to  repeat  the  process. 

The  apparatus  is  proposed  with  special  reference  to  the  needs 
of  such  work  as  that  of  the  Powell  Survey.  It  is  hoped  that  it 
will  combine  a  high  degree  of  precision  with  noteworthy  rapiditj 
of  manipulation. 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Sohott,  Abbe,  Jenkins, 
Powell,  and  Doolittlb. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  communicated  the  results  of  his  observations 
on 

THE  MUSOLES  OF  THE  0T8TEB, 

and  called  attention  to  the  existence  of  a  small  anterior  muscle, 
which  he  considered  to  be  a  pedal  one. 

The  subject  was  commented  on  by  Messrs.  Whits  and  Gill. 
Mr.  C.  E.  DuTTON  commenced  acommnnication  on 

THE  succession  OF  VOLOANIO  ERUPTIONS. 

This  communication    being   unfinished  when    the  hour  for 
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«4J0Qmment  arriyed,  the  completioD  of  it  was  postponed  to  the 
next  meeting. 
The  Society  then  adjourned. 


I618T  Meeting.  April  26.  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
The  minntes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward  made  a  communication  on 

A  NEW  APERTOMETER  FOR  MICROSCOPIO  OBJECTIVES. 

Mr.  DuTTON  continued  and  completed  his  communication  on 
the  succession  of  Volcanic  Eruptions,  reserving  his  paper  for 
ublication. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Powell,  Elliott,  Antisbll, 
QiLBERT,  Taylor,  Farquhar,  and  Osborne. 

Mr.  O.  T.  Mason  made  a  communication  illustrated  by  im- 
pressions of  the  plates  of  the  lately  published  works  of  Dr. 
Habcl  on 

THE  decipherments  OF  SOME  AZTEC  MONUMENTS  LATELY 
DISCOVERED  IN  GUATEMALA. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


162d  Meeting.  May  10,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty- eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Eastman  read  a  communication  on 

A  PERSONAL  EQUATION  APPARATUS. 

42 
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This  was  in  the  nature  of  a  personal  explanation  of  a  former 
communication  by  himself  upon  the  same  subject 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Hilqabi). 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  gave  a  communication  on 

THE  SUBJECT  OF  INTERNATIONAL  COINAGE. 

In  explanation  of  the  progress  lately  made  towards  an  inter- 
national coinage  he  referred  to  the  action  of  the  Japanese  and 
Argentine  governments  in  the  adoption  of  coins  of  gold,  weighing 
exactly  five  grammes,  and  to  the  measure  moved  by  Mr.  Gamier, 
in  the  French  legislature  and  recommended  by  a  committee  of 
that  body,  to  coin  a  gold  piece  weighing  five  grammes. 

He  then  explained  the  so-called  Warner  bill,  or  the  measure 
now  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  showed  how 
it  differed  in  respect  to  the  coinage  of  silver  from  laws  now  in 
force.  He  then  showed  by  means  of  a  diagram  the  fluctuations 
of  the  value  of  silver  relative  to  that  of  gold  since  the  year  1793. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Burohard. 

Mr.  G.  K.  OiLBEBT  made  a  communication  on 

AIR  CURRENTS  ON  MOUNTAIN  SLOPES. 

He  stated  that  in  the  mountains  of  the  West  the  air  currents 
at  night  usually  blow  down  the  slopes ;  and  blow  up  the  slopes 
during  the  day,  when  the  general  state  of  the  atmosphere  is  calm. 
He  referred  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject  by  Mr.  Loew,  who 
stated  the  opposite  condition  of  facts.  Mr.  Gilbert  gave  Ae 
results  of  thirty  observations,  all  of  which  conformed  to  the 
movement  he  asserted. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Abbe,  Antisell,  Powell, 
and  Newoomb. 

The  meeting  then  a^'onrned. 


163d  Meeting.  Mat  24,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty-three  members  present. 
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The  minaies  of  the  last  meetiDg  were  read  and  adopted. 

Dr.  J.  R.  M.  Irby,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  npon 
invitation  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Society,  read  a  com- 
mnnication  entitled 

80MB  OBSBRVATIONS  ON  THE  ORTSTALUNE  STATE  OF  MATTER. 

He  first  discnssed  the  nature  of  crystals  and  their  distinctions 
from  the  other  states  of  matter,  and  remarked  that  the  crystal  is 
the  most  perfect  expression  of  the  molecular  forces  of  matter 
with  which  we  are  acquainted,  since  it  is  the  state  of  matter  in 
which  the  equilibrium  of  those  forces  is  least  disturbed  by  heat 
motion. 

In  the  second  part  of  the  paper  Haiiy's  theory  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  crystals  was  discussed,  its  importance  insisted  upon,  and 
its  reconsideration  in  connection  with  all  the  phenomena  of  crys- 
tals was  urged. 

In  the  third  part  of  the  paper  the  theory  of  Haiiy  was  applied 
to  the  mineral  species  calcite.  In  the  case  of  this  mineral — one 
of  the  most  Protean  in  its  crystalline  forms — the  author  thought 
the  results  so  fully  in  accordance  with  the  theory  that  much  was 
to  be  hoped  from  its  careful  application  to  other  crystals. 

Dr.  Irbt  also  adverted  to  the  experiment  of  Harting,  who 
produced  forms  similar  to  those  of  the  coccoliths  obtained  from 
the  ocean  depths  by  treating  the  albumen  of  eggs  with  solutions 
of  lime. 

Remarks  upon  the  paper  were  made  by  Messrs.  Antisell  and 
Nbwcomb. 

The  second  communication  was  by  Mr.  Harkness,  upon 

THE  OOLOR  0ORRE0TION8  OF  AOHROMATIO  OBJECTIVES. 
(ABSTBAOT.) 

Ist.  From  any  three  pieces  of  glass  suitable  for  making  a  cor- 
rected objective,  but  not  fulfilling  the  conditions  necessary  for  the 
complete  destruction  of  the  secondary  spectrum,  it  will  always 
be  possible  to  select  two  pieces  from  which  a  double  objective 
can  be  made  that  will  be  superior  to  any  triple  objective  made 
from  all  three  of  the  pieces. 

2d.  The  color  correction  of  an  objective  is  completely  defined 
by  stating  the  wave-length  of  the  light  for  which  it  gives  the 
minimum  focal  distance. 
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3d.  An  objective  is  properly  corrected  for  any  given  purpose 
when  its  minimum  focal  distance  corresponds  to  rays  of  the  waT^ 
length  which  is  most  efficient  for  that  purpose.  For  example: 
in  an  objective  corrected  for  visual  purposes  the  rays  which  seem 
brightest  to  the  human  eye  should  have  the  minimum  focal  dis- 
tance; while  in  an  objective  intended  for  photographic  work  the 
rays  which  produce  the  greatest  effect  upon  silver  bromo-iodide 
should  have  the  minimum  focal  distance. 

4th.  In  the  case  of  a  double  achromatic  objective,  the  second- 
ary spectrum  (or  in  other  words,  the  diameter,  at  its  intersection 
with  the  focal  plane,  of  the  cone  of  rays  having  the  maximum 
focal  length)  is  absolutely  independent  both  of  the  focal  length 
of  the  combination,  and  of  the  curves  of  its  lenses;  and  depend* 
solely  upon  the  aperture  of  the  combination,  and  the  physical 
properties  of  the  materials  composing  it. 

5th.  When  the  focal  curve  of  an  objective  is  known;  and  the 
relative  intensity,  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  objective  is  cor- 
rected, of  light  of  every  wave-length,  is  also  known ;  then  the 
exact  position  which  the  focal  plane  should  occupy  can  be  readilj 
calculated. 

Incidentally,  it  may  be  remarked  that  in  an  objective  corrected 
for  photographic  purposes  the  interval  between  the  maximom  and 
minimum  focal  distance  is  less  than  in  one  corrected  for  visual 
purposes.  Hence  a  photographic  objective  has  less  secondary 
spectrum,  and  is  better  adapted  for  spectroscopic  work,, than  a 
visual  objective. 

Prof.  A.  Hall  read  a  paper  entitled 

NOTES  ON  THB  ORBITS  OF  TITAN  AND  HYPEEION. 

He  stated  that  during  the  past  winter  he  had  collated  and  reduced 
all  observations  of  Hyperion  (the  seventh  and  faint  satellite  of 
Saturn)  that  have  been  made  since  its  discovery  in  1848  by  the 
Bonds  at  Cambridge,  and  by  Lassel  in  England.  The  observa- 
tions made  in  1848  by  the  Bonds  were  not  well  adapted  to  the 
determination  of  its  orbit,  since  the  plane  of  the  orbit  was  seen 
edgewise.  In  1852  the  plane  of  the  orbit  having  opened  out,. 
Lassell  made  a  good  series  of  thirty  observations,  from  which 
Prof.  Hall  computed  a  set  of  elements  that  fix  the  position  of  the 
satellite  in  its  orbit  with  a  good  degree  of  certainty  for  that  epoch. 
In  the  year  1875  a  series  of  observations  was  begun  with  the 
Washington  26-inch  refractor  and  continued  to  the  present  time, 
and  comparing  the  elements  deduced  from  them  for  the  present 
epoch  with  those  of  1853  it  is  possible  to  determine  the  periodic 
time  of  the  satellite  and  the  motion  of  its  apsides.     In  order  to 
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determine  small  inequalities  in  the  periodic  time  and  motion  of 
apsides,  it  will  be  necessary  to  wait  until  the  orbit  is  opened  out 
sufficiently  to  observe  the  satellite  completely  around  the  planet. 
Another  result  of  the  observations  is  that  Hyperion  has  a  larger 
radius  vector  or  is  moving  in  a  larger  orbit  than  that  which  is 
due  to  its  periodic  time  and  Bessel's  mass  of  Saturn.  This  he 
thinks  arises  from  the  action  of  the  large  satellite  Titan,  whose 
orbit  is  very  near  that  of  Hyperion,  and  the  two  satellites  some- 
times approach  each  other  very  closely. 

Prof.  Hall  remarked  upon  the  great  complexity  of  the  Satur- 
nian  system,  an  I  the  relatively  great  perturbations  to  which  it  is 
subject  from  the  extreme  oblateness  of  the  planet,  from  the  similar 
effects  of  its  ring,  from  the  attractions  of  the  satellites  upon  eacb 
other,  and  from  the  attractions  of  Jupiter  and  the  Sun,  thus  ren- 
dering it  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  subject  of  contempla- 
tion and  study. 


164th  Mebtinq.  June  6,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty  members  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  proceedings  for  the  evening  consisted  in  the  communica- 
tions of  Messrs.  C.  V.  Riley  and  Simon  Newcomb. 

The  first  paper  by  Mr.  Riley  was  entitled — 
pupation  of  the  nymphalidjb. 

(ABSTRACT.) 

There  is  no  more  interesting  phenomenon  in  insect  transfor- 
mation than  the  withdrawal  of  the  chrysalis  from  the  shrunken 
larval  skin  and  its  firm  attachment  to  the  button  of  silk  prc;- 
vioosly  spun  by  the  larva,  in  those  Ehopalocera  which  suspend 
themselves  perpendicularly  during  pupation.  For  a  century  and 
J  half  Reaumur's  account,  namely,  that  the  soft  segments  of  the 
forming  chrysalis  acted  the  part  of  legs  by  grasping  the  larval 
«Kin  between  the  sutures,  has  been  accepted  and  generally 
copied.  Dr.  J.  A.  Osborne,  of  Milford,  England,  first  drew  at- 
tention, two  years  ago  (in  Nature,  vol.  xvi.  pp.  502-3),  to  the 
fa«t  that  there  was  a  membrane  concerned  in  the  act,  and  Mr. 
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W.  H.  Edwards,  of  Coalburgh,  West  Virginia,  corroborated  Dr. 
Osborne's  statement  by  observations  on  some  of  our  American 
species,  recorded  in  the  Canadian  Entomologist  of  last  December. 
Prof.  Riley  records  the  result  of  a  number  of  observations  on 
this  subject,  and  thus  explains  the  philosophy  of  the  act  which 
has  so  generally  misled  observers.  His  studies  have  been  made 
principally  with  the  larvae  of  Vaneaaa  anliopa.  The  priucipsl 
means  by  which  the  chrysalis  holds  on  and  rises  at  the  critical 
moment,  is  a  stout  ligament,  which  is,  virtually,  the  shed  intes- 
tinal canal  ;  not  alone  the  lining,  but  the  whole  organ,  which,  as  we 
know,  becomes  sub-obsolete  in  the  imago  state  of  so  many  Lepi- 
doptera.  It  is  the  ilium  and  colon,  more  particularly,  which  are 
serviceable,  and  the  ligament  holds  with  such  force  around  the 
anus  of  the  cast  larval  skin  that  it  cannot  easily  be  severed. 
The  rectum  of  the  nascent  chrysalis  draws  this  in,  or  lets  it  go, 
•by  peristaltic  action  of  the  sphincter  muscles,  the  whole  liga- 
ment being  drawn  out  as  soon  as  the  hooks  of  the  cremaster 
reach  the  silk.  In  addition  to  this  ligament,  which  is  of  a  red- 
dish color,  there  are  two  lateral  ligaments,  also  quite  long  and 
strong,  and  of  the  color  of  the  skin,  which  serve  as  auxilianes. 
These  are  the  shed  linings  of  the  trachesB  issuing  from  the  last 
or  ninth  pair  of  spiracles,  which  in  the  chrysalis  become  closed 
or  blind.  These  ligaments  may  be  called  the  tracheal  ligaments, 
and  seem  to  be  somewhat  specialized  to  aid  in  this  important 
act.  Lastly,  there  is  the  membrane  proper,  referred  to  by  Dr. 
Osborne,  which  is  virtually  but  the  anal  portion  of  the  skin  it- 
self, or  corium,  caught  upon  the  knobs  at  the  end  of  the  ridges 
which  usually  form  the  ventral  part  of  the  cremaster.  It  consists 
chiefly  of  the  skin  that  lines  the  region  of  the  rectum  and  the 
anal  prolegs,  and  takes  on  a  more  or  less  bifurcated  form  from 
the  pulling  power  of  the  knobs  during  the  act  of  withdrawal 
from  the  larval  skin.  These  ligaments  Prof.  Riley  considers 
constant  physiological  factors  in  the  problem,  most  necessary  iu 
those  species  which  have  the  knobs  imperfectly  developed,  and 
acting  even  during  the  larval  molts,  and  so  holding  the  shed  f  kin  of 
Lepidopterous  larva  that  it  is  worked  to  the  anus  in  a  shrivelled 
mass,  as  a  stocking  is  pushed  to  the  toes ;  whereas,  in  most  other 
insects,  and  especially  in  those  where  the  metamorphosis  is  in- 
complete and  the  change  in  the  intestinal  canal  but  slight,  the 
exuviee  are  crawled  out  of  rather  than  worked  off,  the  anal  parts 
not  being  held  within  the  end  of  the  molted  skin,  but  really  be- 
ing the  first  parts  detached.  The  membrane  is  a  purely  me- 
chanical factor,  and  may  not  always  be  properly  caught  and 
drawn  out.  It  may  also  be  severed  without  necessarily  causing 
the  chrysalis  to  drop.  Yet  that  it  is  an  important  aid  to  the 
rising  of  the  chrysalis  there  cannot  be  much  doubt,  and  we  find, 
in  the  chrysalis  of  Paphia  glycerium  for  instance,  a  totally  dir- 
ferent  mechanical  provision  for  clutching  the  membrane,  namely, 
a  notch  between  the  ridges  around  the  rectum  and  the  base  of 
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the  cremaster  proper,  in  which  the  membraDe  may  be  caught; 
the  ridges  being,  in  this  species,  very  narrow,  smooth,  and 
shallow,  and  the  ordinary  ventral  knobs  obsolete. 

Mr.  Xewcomb's  commnnication  was  entitled 

A  THERMODTNAMIO  THEORY  OF  THE  SPECTRUM. 

The  subject  matter  and  its  discussion  were  reserved  by  Mr. 
NswcoHB  for  publication. 


165th  Meeting.  June  21,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-five  members  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  first  paper  was  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Eastman,  entitled 

SO.ME  RESULTS  FROM  THE  DISCUSSION  OF  THE  OBSERVATIONS  OF 
THE  TRANSIT  OF  MERCURY  OF  MAY  6,  1878. 

(  ABSTRACT.) 

In  response  to  a  circular  issued  from  the  Naval  Observatory, 
more  than  one  hundred  observations  were  made  and  forwarded 
to  tiie  Observatory,  where  they  have  been  reduced  and  discussed, 
and  will  soon  be  printed. 

Fifty-two  observations  were  made  of  the  first  contact,  eighty- 
three  of  second,  eighty-two  of  third,  and  eighty  of  fourth. 

In  obtaining  the  final  results  each  observation  was  assigned 
its  appropriate  weight  according  to  the  scale  in  which  three  re- 
presented the  best  observation. 

Three  observations  of  first,  ten  of  second,  ten  of  third,  and 
seven  of  the  fourth  contact  were  given  the  weight  three. 

The  results  from  the  different  weights  for  geometric  observa- 
tion are 


1st  oontAOt. 

3d  contact. 

3d  coQtact. 

ith  contnct 

h.  m    1. 

h.  m.   ■. 

h.  m.    8. 

h.  m.    8. 

Weights  .     .     . 

.  22  4  42.0 

22  7  42,1 

6  35  27.8 

5  38  25.7 

"       1  and  2  . 

60.7 

39.5 

28.3 

17.9 

"      1,  2,  and  3 

48.4 

40.2 

28.2 

19.8 

Assuming  that  the  results  from  the  observations  with  weight 
3  best  represent  the  true  pheuomena,  the  difference  between  the 
computed  places  from  the  data  in  the  American  and  English 
ephemerides  and  the  observed  places  are  C— 0. 
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Gontaots. 


Amer.  Bph. 

B. 

+    77 
+    84 
+  110 
+  119 

—  29 

—  22 
+  66 
+  66 

I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

The  attempt  by  many  observers  to  determine  the  true  time  of 
contact,  by  noting  the  time  of  similar  phases  before  and  after  the 
true  phase,  generally  failed,  as  did  also  the  attempt  to  obsene 
geometrical  contact. 

The  method  which  was  successfal,  and  which  is  recommended 
in  all  similar  observations  of  interior  contact,  was  to  observe  for 
second  contact  the  time  when  the  first  flush  of  light  appeared 
between  the  limbs  of  the  son  and  planet,  or  the  moment  of  the 
rapture  of  the  '*  black  drop."  For  third  contact  the  breaking  of 
the  thin  line  of  light  between  the  limbs  of  the  sun  and  planet  or 
the  formation  of  the  "black  drop"  was  taken  as  the  true  time  d 
the  phenomenon. 

A  thorough  investigation  of  the  motion  of  Mercury  is  greatly 
needed,  and  until  this  is  done  no  reliable  interpretation  of  these 
results  can  be  made. 

The  differences  between  the  computed  and  observed  places  of 
Mercury  have  been  ascribed  to  the  action  of  an  intra- mercarial 
planet  to  meteor  streams,  and  to  the  solar  corona.  Meteor 
streams  have  never  been  seen  in  such  a  position  as  to  produce 
any  snch  action. 

In  order  to  determine  the  action  due  to  the  corona  it  woald 
be  necessary  to  know  its  form,  but  as  spectroscopic  analysis, 
photographs,  tracings  of  the  images  in  the  focus  of  the  telescope, 
and  naked  eye  sketches  all  give  widely  different  limits  to  its 
extension,  this  solution  is  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  C.  Y.  RiLET  then  made  a  commnication  entitled 

THE  ISSUANCE  OF  SILKWORM  MOTHS  FROM  THEIR  COCOONS,  AND 
BOMS  STRIKING  DEPARTURES  FROM  NORMAL  HABITS  IN  INSECTS. 

The  final  communication  was  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Osborne  on 

A  CASE  OF  PECULIAR  CORROSIVE  ACTION  ON  METALLIC  TIN. 

The  President  then  announced  that,  in  conformity  with  a  reso- 
lution by  the  general  committee,  the  Society  stood  a^jonmed 
until  the  second  Saturday  in  October. 
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166TH  Meeting.  October  11,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair 
Thirty-eight  members  and  visitors  present. 
Mr.  S.  Newcomb  commanicated  remarks  on 

JL  RECENT  VISIT  TO   CALIFORNIA  TO  INSPECT   A   SITE  f  OR  THE  NEW 
LICK  OBSERYATORT. 

A  discQSsiou  followed,  which  was  participated  in  bj  Messrs. 
Jllvord,  Holden,  and  Qale. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  made  a  communication  on 

tTHE  deep  sea  DREDGINGS  IN  THE  GULF  OF  MEXICO  AND  THE  WEST 
INDIES  IN  1873-1878,  BT  PROFESSORS  LOUIS  AND  ALEXANDER 
AQA8SIZ  AND  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  U.  S.  COAST  SURVEY. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Gill,  Taylor,  and  Ward. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication  on 

LARGE  AREA  ILLUMINATION  BY  ELECTRICITY. 

The  meeting  then  ac^ourned. 


167th  Meeting.  October  25,  1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-seven  members  and  visitors  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  President  announced  to  the  Society  the  election  of 
William  Francis  Ritter  and  Lieut.  Frederick  Collins, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  as  members  of  the  Society ;  also  the  resignation  of 
Commander  Oborge  Dewby,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Schott  made  a  communication  on 

THE    secular    change   IN    THE    MAGNETIC    DECLINATION   IN    THE 
UNITED  STATES  AND  AT  SOME  FOREIGN  STATIONS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46  BULLETIN  Of  THX 

(abitkaot.) 

In  this  paper  it  is  proposed  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  pres* 
ent  state  of  oar  knowledge  respecting  the  secalar  change  in  the 
direction  of  the  magnetic  needle,  as  observed  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  at  some  adjacent  stations — from  the 
earliest  to  the  present  time. 

The  collection  of  the  material  and  its  discussion  formed  part 
of  the  work  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey ;  the  results 
have  just  been  published  in  pamphlet  form  by  the  survey  office. 
This  paper  contains  in  fifty  quarto  pages,  first,  an  explanation  of 
the  secular  motion,  as  compared  with  other  motions  to  which  the 
direction  of  the  needle  is  subject;  second,  an  exposition  of  the 
mathematical  treatment  for  the  representation  of  that  motion ; 
third,  an  extensive  collection  of  results  of  about  525  observations 
at  52  stations;  fourth,  tables  of  the  results  of  the  discussion, 
comparison  between  observations  and  compntations,  and  con- 
cludes with  a  table  of  decennial  values  of  the  magnetic  declination 
from  the  earliest  time  of  record  to  the  present  time.  It  is  illus* 
trated  by  a  diagram  and  a  chart,  the  former  exhibiting  the  nature 
of  the  curve  which  conforms  to  the  secular  change,  the  latter 
illustrative  of  the  positions  of  the  line  of  no-declination  at  two 
epochs  and  of  the  region  where  the  needle  appears  to  be  at  pres- 
ent almost  stationary;  the  annual  change  for  1880  is  marked  on 
it  in  figures. 

The  magnetic  declination  (commonly  called  the  variation  of 
the  compass)  varies  with  respect  to  space  and  time.     It  ia  a 
matter  of  observation  that  a  magnet,  when  light  and  delicately 
suspended,  is  seldom  or  never  at  rest,  but  is  always  shifting  its 
direction,  or  in  a  state  of  oscillation  or  of  tremor,  and  may  be  in 
a  state  of  sudden  changes.     These  angular  motions  have  been 
classified  as  regular  or  periodic,  and  as  irregular  variations ;  it 
is  the  first  and  largest  of  the  periodic  motions  which  claim  our 
special  attention.     To  distinguish  it  from  other  regular  osciJJa- 
tions,  a  few  explanatory  remarks  touching  the  principal  laws  of 
changes  will  suffice.     The  solar-diurncU  variation  consists  in  a 
systematic  movement  of  the  magnet  having  for  its  period  the 
solar  day.     Its  character  is  the  same  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
northern  hemisphere,  viz.  :  about  the  time  of  sunrise  the  north 
end  of  the  needle  is  generally  found  approaching  to  or  near  its 
most  easterly  deflection  from  the  average   magnetic  meridian; 
this  extreme  position  to  the  right  is  reached  about  8  A.  M.,  the 
north  end  then  begins  to  move  to  the  westward  and  reaches  its 
opposite  extreme  position  about  half-past  1  P.  M. ;    after  this 
epoch  the  needle  gradually  returns  to  the  morning  position,  un- 
dergoing more  or  less  minor  fluctuations.     The  range  of  motion 
is  greater  in  summer  than  in  winter;  it  is  greater  in  the  higher 
magnetic  latitudes  when  the  horizontal  magnetic  intensity  is  hss 
than  in  lower  latitudes;  it  is  also  subject  to  un  eloFcn  year  ioe- 
quality  coinciding  with  the  cycle  of  the  sun  spots — ^the  greater 
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the  spotted  sorface  of  the  suu  the  greater  the  daily  range  of  the 
motion  of  the  needle  and  the  less  the  aetivitj  of  the  sun  in  pro- 
ducing  son  spots  the  less  this  daily  magnetic  motion.  The  augu* 
lar  range  between  the  eastern  (morning)  and  western  (afternoon) 
elongations  is,  for  instance,  at  Philadelphia  about  8'  on  the  ave* 
rage  of  the  year,  at  Key  West,  Florida,  it  is  about  5^',  during 
August  it  is  10^'  at  Philadelphia,  and  during  November  but  6' 
at  the  same  place,  and  is  nearly  double  iu  amount  during  the 
maximum  of  sun  spots  as  compared  with  the  amount  during  the 
minimum  period. 

The  annual  variation  is  a  small  periodic  change  in  the  declina- 
tion of  at  most  1^'  of  arc. 

The  Iwiar  inequalities  are  still  smaller  in  extent,  twice  each 
lunar  day  or  during  25  solar  hours  the  magnetic  needle  is  found 
subject  to  two  oscillations,  that  is,  there  are  two  maxima  and 
two  minima  with  a  range  between  them  of  about  27"  at  Phila- 
delphia and  38"  at  Toronto,  Can.  These  may  be  compared  with 
the  moon's  tidal  action  producing  two  high  and  two  low  waters 
each  lunar  day,  and  the  magnetic  effect  may  possibly  be  due  to 
change  in  the  lunar  gravitation  which  brings  the  terrestrial 
spheroid  twice  each  day  into  a  state  of  constraint  and  release 
alternately.  Possibly  this  curious  effect  as  well  as  the  solar  ine- 
quality may  ultimately  depend  on  changes  of  heat,  which  is  known 
to  affect  the  intensity  of  magnetism. 

Magnetic  disturbances  or  storms  may  occur  at  any  time,  though 
they  cannot  be  predicted,  yet  when  treated  by  the  established 
method  they  are  found  subject  to  various  laws.  They  consist  of 
sudden  and  sometimes  of  great  deflections  or  of  irregular  wavy 
motion  and  may  continue  for  a  day  or  even  for  several  days;  they 
are  frequently  accompanied  by  auroral  lights  and  by  strong  elec- 
tric earth  currents.  They  likewise  depend  on  the  condition  of 
the  flun  with  respect  to  spots. 

The  secular  change  of  the  declination  is  supposed  to  be  of  pe- 
riodic character,  requiring  centuries  for  its  full  development ;  the 
motion,  may  be  compared  with  that  of  an  oscillating  pendulum 
which  comes  to  rest  momentarily  at  the  extreme  positions  or 
elongations  and  moves  fastest  midway  between.  Smaller  varia- 
tions within  the  great  period  have  been  detected  In  the  direction 
of  the  needle.  About  the  time  of  the  maximum  deflection 
the  magnet  appears  almost  stationary  for  several  years,  but  soon 
a  progressive  motion  commences,  and,  at  first  increasing,  after- 
wards diminishing  its  rate  until  the  opposite  stationary  position 
is  reached  and  the  motion  reversed.  Possibly  this  kind  of  a 
"swing"  may  be  repeated.  Observation  indicates  that  a  com- 
plete oscillation  requires  between  2^  and  3^  centuries,  during 
which  time  the  magnet  would  swing  twice  through  several  de- 
grees. Thus,  at  New  York  city  the  direction  of  the  needle  was 
observed  to  be  nearly  invariable  about  1685,  pointing  then  nearly 
9^  to  the  west  of  north,  it  then  moved  easterly  and  reached  its 
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easternmost  digression  about  1797,  showing  at  the  time  only  4^ 
west  declination.  Ever  since  this  epoch  the  motion  of  the 
north  end  has  been  westerly,  its  present  value  being  nearly  7|^ 
west.  The  greatest  annual  change,  5'  nearly,  has  apparently 
been  passed.  These  stationary  epochs  are  different  for  different 
localities,  the  last  one  was  noted  earliest  in  Maine ;  later  in 
Florida  and  Texas,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  attained  in  California, 
where  easterly  declination  is  still  slowly  on  the  increase.  Thus, 
the  easterly  stationary  condition  was  reached  at  Portland  in  1764, 
at  Boston  in  1777,  at  Washington  1796,  at  Savannah  1809,  at 
New  Orleans  1831,  and  at  San  Bias  in  Mexico  in  1849.  Ex- 
cepting a  certain  region  along  our  Pacific  Coast,  as  indicated  on 
the  chart  above  referred  to,  the  effect  of  the  secular  change  at 
present  is  to  increase  the  west  declinations,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  to  diminish  the  east  declinations.  The  same  seems  to 
take  place  in  Alaska. 

This  secular  change  is  conveniently  expressed  by  a  circular  or 
harmonic  function,  viz  : — 

D  =  h+r  sin  (o  m  -f-  c)  +  r^  sin  (oj  m  -f-  c,)+  .... 
when  D  =  the  magnetic  declination  at  any  time  t 
7n=the  number  of  years  (and  fraction)  from  an  adopted  epoch 
^^  =  1 850,  hence  m  =  /  —  1 850  0. 
a  0| .  .  .  .  are  factors  depending  on  the  adopted  periods  p  p^ .  .  .  . 

so  that  a  =  — -         Oj  = etc. 

9  Pi 

r  rj .  .  .  are  parameters  and  c  c^,  ,  .  epochal  constants  of  the 
several  periodic  terms. 

a  =  a  constant  representing  the  mean  or  normal  direction  of  the 
needle  about  which  the  secular  motion  takes  place. 

Thus,  for  each  place  for  which  we  have  a  sufficient  number  of 
observed  declinations  we  have  to  determine  four  unknown  quan- 
tities, viz.,  5,  r,  a  and  c  for  the  establishment  of  the  first  or  prin- 
cipal term  and  three  for  each  following  term.  This  is  done  hj 
application  of  the  method  of  least  squares,  each  observation  fur- 
nishing a  conditional  equation  of  the  form 

0  =  5j — D  -f-  a:  -f-  sin  a  wi.  y  +  cos  o  m  z  -f 

supposing  a  has  been  suitably  assumed  and  where  h  =  l^+  x 
yz=rcos  c  and  z  =  r  sin  c.  The  process  must  be  repeated  for  a 
value  a  +  d  a  and  so  on  until  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  differ- 
ences of  the  observed  and  computed  values  equals  a  minimum. 
The  second  periodic  term  may  best  bo  established  by  Cauchy'8 
method  of  interpolation. 

The  annual  change  v  is  found  by 
t;=  60  sin  1°  [r  a  cos  (a  m  +  c)  -{-  r^  a^  cos  (a^  m  +  c,)  -f  . .] 
expressed  in  minutes,  and  maxima  and  minima  are  found  by  putting 
the  expression  within  the  brackets  equal  to  zero,  from  which 
equation  m  can  be  found.     The  apparent  probable  error  of  ao 
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obfiervatioD  is  deduced  from  the  differences  A  of  the  n  observed 
and  computed  declinations,  and  is  expressed  by  e^=  /0'455  2 a, 

where  n=  the  number  of  unknown  quantities  in  the  equation 
which  were  found  from  the  observations  themselves.  The 
principal  uncertainty  in  the  investigation  arises  from  compara- 
tively large  observing  errors  in  the  older  observations  and  from 
the  fact  that  the  observations  are  made  at  different  places  in  the 
same  general  locality,  thus  introducing  possibly  local  deflections. 
For  Philadelphia  the  deflecting  force,  when  greatest,  is  estimated 
at  about  y*y  of  the  horizontal  force. 

To  illustrate  the  above  formula  we  have  the  expression  for  the 
secular  change  for  New  York 

2)= +6*^.43 +2^.29  sin  (1.6  m  — 5\5)+  0^.14  sin  (6.3  w + 
64°)  with  the  following  table  of  observed  and  computed  values, 
where  +  indicates  west  deflection. 


New  York. 

Latitude  40°42' 

7.    Longitude  74O00'0  "W 

Te»r  of 

Observed 

Compated 

0-C 

Obserration. 

Deolination. 

Deoliuation. 

or  A 

'    1684.5 

+  80.75 

+  8° 

.80 

— °.06 

1691.5 

8 

.75 

8 

.68 

+  .07 

1724.0 

7 

.33 

7 

.60 

—  .17 

1760.5 

6 

.37 

6 

.85 

+   .62 

1755.5 

6 

.00 

5 

.46 

—  .46 

1789.5 

4 

.33 

4 

.30 

+  .03 

1824.5 

4 

.67 

4 

.64 

+  ..03 

1834.5 

4 

.83 

5 

.17 

—  .34 

1837.5 

5 

.67 

5 

.37 

+   .30 

1840.6 

5 

.45 

6 

.61 

—  .16 

1841.5 

6 

.10 

5 

.68 

+   .42 

1844.6 

6 

.22 

5 

.92 

+   .30 

1845.7 

6 

.42 

6 

.01 

+   .41 

1846.3 

6 

.56 

6 

.05 

—  .49 

1847.8 

5 

.68 

6 

.16 

—  .48 

1855.6 

6 

.72 

6 

.73 

—  .01 

1860.7 

6 

.73 

7 

.08 

—  .30 

1873.8 

7 

.62 

7 

.59 

+   .03 

1874.6 

+  7 

.38 

+7 

.62 

—  .24 

Number  of  observations  19;  apparent  probable  error  of  an 
observation  di  15' ;  time  of  last  stationary  epoch,  easterly  di- 
gression, 1797  ;  amount  at  easterly  digression  -f  4°.  0;  annual 
change  (increase)  in  1870  +  2'.4,  and  in  1880  +  2'. 5. 

For  San  Francisco,  California,  we  have  the  expression  Z)  = 
^13''.34  -f-  3*^.23  sin  (1.00  m— 130O.3)  and  the  corresponding 
▼aloes:  number  of  observations  15,  probable  error  of  an  observa- 
tion 1: 8',  time  expected  for  next  stationary  epoch,  easterly  digres- 
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sion  1890;  declination  at  that  time — 16°.  6;  annual  cbange  in 
1 870  — r.O,  and  in  1880  — 0'.5.  At  this  place  the  earliest  obseira- 
tion  dates  from  1792.9  and  the  latest  1879.2. 

Resalts  similar  to  the  above  are  given  for  52  stations;  of  these, 
several  are  foreign,  viz. ;  Halifax,  N.  S. ;  Quebec,  Can.,  and 
York  Factory  on  the  Hudson  Bay ;  Havana,  jQuba,  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  Rio  Janeiro,  Vera  Cruz,  Mez.,  Mexico  City,  Panama, 
New  Granada  and  Acapulco,  San  Bias  and  Magdalena  in  Mez.; 
Kailua,  and  Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands,  and  Petropavlovsk, 
Eamtchatka. 

Respecting  errors  of  observations  it  is  estimated  that  the  ob- 
servations made  by  Hudson  in  1609  in  the  vicinity  of  oar  coast 
and  those  of  Champlain  made  about  the  same  time  may  be  sub- 
ject to  a  probable  error  of  ±:  i^.  Observations  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury were  frequently  made  on  board  ship  in  preference  to  terra 
firma,  as  the  land  was  sirpposed  to  attract  the  needle.  The  ob- 
servations made  by  Vancouver  on  the  western  coast  between  1792 
and  1794  are  subject  to  a  probable  error  of  only  di  1°,  and  this 
is  about  the  present  limit  of  uncertainty  of  observation  taken  at 
sea  with  the  azimuth  compass  and  under  favorable  conditions, 
whereas,  with  our  present  portable  declinometers  the  observing 
error  is  below  1',  requiring  a  station  to  be  occupied  several  days 
in  order  to  eliminate  the  daily  regular  and  irregular  fluctuations 
of  the  magnet  from  the  final  resulting  direction. 

The  tables  containing  the  decennial  values  of  the  magnetic 
declination,  as  derived  from  the  formulsB,  should  not  be  eztended 
beyond  the  limit  given  to  them  (1885),  though  the  ezpressions 
may  continue  to  represent  the  phenomenon,  of  the  cause  of  which 
no  satisfactory  ezplanation  has  ever  been  offered  ;  they  may  also 
at  any  time  fail ;  in  fact  they  need  continued  attention  and  adap- 
tation for  every  new  observation  or  development,  and  this  must 
continue  so  long  as  the  process  remains  a  tentative  one,  and  we 
are  without  an  adequate  theory  to  guide  us. 

Remarks  upon  Mr.  Schott's  paper  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Harkness,  Alyord,  and  Elliott. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Billings,  Vice-President  of  the  National  Board  of 
Health,  made  a  communication  on 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  NATIONAL  BOARD  OP  HEALTH, 

Stating  the  various  subjects  to  which  its  inquiries  and  investiga- 
tions had  been  directed  and  the  progress  made. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Mason,  Osbornb,  Antibell, 
Newoomb,  Woodward,  and  Toner,  and  the  discussion  extend- 
ing to  the  disinfection  of  ships. 
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Mr.  F.  M.  GuNNELL,  by  request,  gave  an  account  of  attempts 
in  the  navy  to  disinfect  ships  infected  by  yellow  fever,  naming 
several  which  had  been  sent  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  after  the 
ezposare  to  the  severe  cold  of  an  entire  winter,  on  going  to  a 
warm  climate,  were  again  visited  by  the  same  disease.  He 
stated  also  one  case  where  the  crew  and  stores  having  been  re- 
moved, the  ship  was  thoroagbly  steamed,  and  no  cases  sabse- 
quently  appeared  on  the  retam  of  the  crew. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


168th  Mbeting.  Noyxmbeb,  18T9. 

The  President,  Mr.  Simon  Newcomb,  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-seven  members  present. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  order  of  proceedings  for  annual  meetings  adopted  Nov. 
%  1812,  by  the  Oeneral  Committee,  were  then  read  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Society,  together  with  a  list  of  members  elected 
since  the  last  annual  meeting,  and  a  list  of  the  members  entitled 
to  vote  at  the  annual  election  of  officers. 

Letters  from  Messrs.  J.  H.  C.  Coffin  and  Asaph  Hall,  de- 
clining to  accept  office  under  the  Society,  were  then  read,  and 
are  now  filed  in  the  records  of  the  Oeneral  Committee. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  ballot  informally  for  President 
for  the  ensuing  year,  Messrs.  Paul  and  Farquhar  being  ap- 
pointed tellers.  As  a  result  of  the  ballot  Mr.  Simon  Nxwoomb 
received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  and  the  informal  vote  was 
declared  to  be  formal  and  made  unanimous. 

The  next  ballot  was  for  Vice-Presidents.  Messrs.  Barnes, 
Taylor,  Hilgard,  and  Weluno,  having  each  received  a  majority, 
were  elected,  the  informal  vote  being  made  formal. 

In  the  choice  of  a  Treasurer  Mr.  Cleveland  Abbe  was  elected 
Qoanimously. 

The  election  of  two  Secretaries  then  followed,  and  Mr.  Theo- 
dore Gill  having  received  a  majority  vote  was  elected  at  the 
first  ballot.     At  a  second  ballot  Mr.  E.  S.  Holden  was  elected. 

The  nine  members  of  the  General  Committee  were  then  bal- 
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loted  for.  Upon  an  ioformal  ballot  it  appeared  that  Messrs. 
DuTTON,  Elliott,  Hahkness,  Powell,  Schott,  Toner,  and 
Woodward  bad  a  majority,  and  on  motion  thej  were  declared 
elected.  Upon  a  second  ballot  Mr.  Garrick  Mallert  was 
elected,  and  upon  the  sixth  ballot  Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  was  elected. 
It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Hilgard,  and  carried,  that  when 
this  meeting  adjourns  it  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  and  that  the  ad- 
journed meeting  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  of  the  aDoaal 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  annnal  address  of  the 
President  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 


169th  Meeting.  November  22, 1879. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Fifty-two  members  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  order  of  exercises  for  the  evening,  pursuant  to  the  terms 
of  the  adjournment  of  the  preceding  meeting,  consisted  in  the 
delivery  of  the  annual  Address  of  the  President  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Simon  Newcomb,  the  newly  elected  President,  arose  and 
stated  to  the  Society  that  the  pressure  of  other  duties  had  pre- 
vented him  from  preparing  an  address  upon  the  subject  originally 
contemplated  by  him  for  this  occasion. 

He  regretted  this  inasmuch  as  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  snb- 
ject  was  better  adapted  to  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  an  annual 
address  to  a  Philosophical  Society  than  the  one  which  be  had 
finally  adopted.  The  paper  chosen  for  the  evening  bad  been 
originally  prepared  with  another  object  in  view,  but  seemed  to 
him  not  wholly  unadapted  to  the  occasion. 

The  President  then  read  for  his  address  a  paper  entitled 

the  future  op  the  human  race  regarded  prom  the  stand- 
point OP  EVOLUTION, 
which  was  listened  to  with  great  interest  and  pleasure  by  the 
Society.     The  paper  was  reserved  by  the  President  for  revision. 
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At  the  coDclosioD  of  the  reading  the  Society  adjourned  at 
9.15  P.  M.  for  the  purpose  of  conversation  and  social  intercourse. 


170th  Meeting.  December  6,  1879. 

Vice-President  William  B.  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 
Twenty-four  members  present 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  Chair  stated  to  the  Society  that  Mr.  E.  S.  Holden,  who 
had  been  elected  at  the  meeting  of  Norember  8th  to  fill  one  of 
the  Secretaryships  of  the  Society,  bad  been  compelled  to  decline 
the  position  on  account  of  the  requirements  of  his  professional 
duties,  and  called  upon  the  Secretary,  Theodore  Qill,  to  read 
Mr.  Holden's  letter  of  declination.  This  letter  will  be  found 
upon  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Committee  of 
the  Society. 

The  Chair  then  announced  that,  conformably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  the  Oeneral  Committee  had 
elected  Mr.  C.  E.  Button  to  fill  the  position  of  Secretary  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Holden,  declined. 

The  order  of  exercises  for  the  evening  was  announced. 

1.  Mr.  J.  J.  Woodward — Some  Apparatus  recently  brought 
into  use  by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  for  the  Exami- 
nation of  the  Eye. 

2.  Mr.  Marcus  Baker — Discussion  of  a  Geometric  Problem, 
with  several  solutions. 

Dr.  Woodward  then  explained  to  the  Society  the  origin  of  the 
rules  recently  introduced  into  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army  for  the  examination  and  testing  of  the  powers  of  vision  in 
recruits.  The  object  of  these  rules  was  to  obtain  sufficiently  ac* 
curate  tests  of  those  powers  which  enable  the  examining  surgeoD 
to  discriminate  between  defects  which  would  render  a  soldier 
unfit  for  the  requirements  of  the  military  service  and  those  which 
were  insufficiently  serious  to  cause  his  rejection. 

The  apparatus  employed  consisted  first  of  a  pack  of  test  cards 
with  circular  spots  on  them  four-tenths  of  an  inch  in  diameter 
48 
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and  grouped  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  spota  upon  playing  cards. 
The  recruit  would  be  required  to  distinguish  readily  the  number 
of  spots  upon  each  card  at  the  distance  of  twenty  yards.  Bj 
rule  of  simple  proportion  this  would  be  equivalent  to  the  recog- 
nition of  a  target  three  feet  square  at  the  distance  of  six  hundred 
yards.  The  second  part  of  the  apparatus  consisted  of  an  instru- 
ment resembling  an  optometer,  having  a  graduated  beam  twelve 
inches  in  length,  carrying  a  slide  capable  of  being  clamped  at 
any  part  of  the  length.  In  the  holder  is  the  mounting  for  lenses, 
two  of  which  are  provided,  one  of  ten  inches  the  other  of  four 
inches  solar  focus.  For  measuring  myopia  and  hypermetropia  a 
small  card  bearing  a  printed  sentence  in  small  type  is  placed  in 
the  slide  which  is  first  elamped  at  ten  inches  from  the  lens.  At 
this  distance  the  normal  eye  should  be  able  to  read  the  printed 
sentence  through  the  10"  lens,  and  have  its  accommodation  re- 
laxed. By  moving  the  slide  nearer  to  the  eye  the  amount  of 
myopia  can  be  judged.  By  substituting  the  i"  lens  and  moving 
the  slide  away  from  the  eye  beyond  the  four  inch  mark,  the  amount 
of  hypermetropia  can  be  judged.  To  ascertain  the  extent  of  as- 
tigmatism, there  is  substituted  in  place  of  the  printed  sentence  a 
small  card  dial  having  two  pairs  of  parallel  lines  crossing  each 
other  at  right  angles.  The  dial  can  be  rotated  in  a  vertical  plane. 
Astigmatism,  whenever  it  occurs,  arises  fh)m  the  fact  that  the 
crystalline  lens  of  the  eye  is  not  isotropic — different  meridians 
having  different  curvatures.  If  the  disc  be  placed  at  a  distance 
from  the  eyes  at  which  it  would  be  foeussed  by  the  meridian  of 
maximum  curvature,  and  the  dial  turned  so  that  one  pair  of  lines 
is  parallel  to  the  plane  of  that  meridian,  only  one  pair  of  lines 
will  be  visible  to  the  ordinary  astigmatic  eye.  If  the  dial  be 
rotated  slowly  this  pair  of  lines  will  become  indistinct  and  gradu- 
ally disappear.  The  angle  through  which  the  dial  is  rotated 
before  the  disappearance  will  vary  inversely  with  the  degree  of 
astigmatism,  and  thus  the  amount  of  rotation  becomes  a  measure 
of  the  degree  of  astigmatism.  This  device  also  indicates  the 
positions  of  the  meridians  of  maximum  and  minimum  curvature 
of  the  crystalline  lens  in  the  astigmatic  eye. 

For  testing  color-blindness.  Dr.  Woodward  exhibited  skeins  of 
colored  worsted  of  all  the  principal  colors  and  of  many  tones. 
From  a  confused  pile  the  recruits  are  required  to  sort  out  the 
colors  into  three  groups — ^red,  green,  and  violet.     In  case  of 
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€o]or-b1indne88,  the  errors  committed  will  determine  not  only  the 
existence  of  the  defect,  but  also  the  particular  colors  which  the 
eye  is  incapable  of  distinguishing. 

DISCUSSION  OF  A  QEOMETRIOAL  PROBLEM,  WITH  BIBLIOGRAPHIOAL 
NOTES.  BT  MARCUS  BAKER,  U.  S.  COAST  SURVEY,  WASHINGTON, 
D.  C. 

The  problem  here  discussed,  and  of  which  several  solutions  are 
given,  is  the  following : — 

Iq  a  right-angled  triangle  there  are  given  the  bisectors  of  the 
acute  angles  :  required  to  determine  the  triangle. 

This  problem,  like  most  problems  in  triangles  in  which  the 
bisectors  of  the  angles  enter  as  a  part  of  the  data,  cannot  be  solved 
by  the  elements  of  geometry,  t.  e.  by  the  use  of  the  circle  and 
right  line  only.  We  shall  give,  first,  trigonometrical  solutions ; 
second,  algebraical  solutions;  third,  constructions;  and  fourth, 
bibliographical  notes. 

FIRST  SOLUTION. 

Let  a  and  /3  be  the  bisectors  of  the  angles  A  and  B  respect- 
ively :  then  we  have 

A  B  sin  A  =^  cos  (45^  -J  A)  and  A  B  cos  A  =a  cos  i A  ; 
whence  by  dividing,  remembering  that 

cos  (45*^^  A)  _  1  +  tan  ^  A 
cos  i  A  ^9 


and  since 


tan  A=— ?-.(l  +  taniA);.  ..  (1) 

,       ,          2  tan  i  A 
tan  A  =  : ~ — 


1  — tan^'iA' 
we  obtain  by  reduction 

tan'iA +tan4A  +  (^v/8  — l)taniA  — 1=0  .  .  .  (2) 

from  which  equation  we  may  find  tan  ^  A. 

We  may,  however,  obtain  Bq.  (1)  directly  from  a  construction 
as  follows : — 

Prolong  A  C  to  E'  making  C  E'  =  C  E,  and  from  E'  draw 
E'  G  perpendicular  to  A  E':  from  E  draw  E  F  perpendicular  to 
A  E,  meeting  E'  G  in  F ;  and  from  C  draw  C  G  parallel  to  E  F. 
Now  the  triangle  C  E'  G  is  equal  to  the  triangle  ACE;  hence 
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CG  =  EA,  and  also  EF=EA:  hence  A  EF  is  an  isoficeles 
right-angled  triangle  aud  A  F  =  o  v/2.  Also  B  D  C  and  A  F  E' 
are  similar  triangles :  whence* 

BC:AE'::0:a|/3. 


Pig.  1. 


Now  when  A  C  =  radius,  or  1,  B  C  =tan  A  and 
A  E'  =  1  -j-  tan  \  A  :  whence 

tan  A  =-L.  (I  +  tan  i  A) 
a^2 
as  before.     • 

In  this  solution  we  have  selected  as  our  unknown  quantitj 


In  the  abovo  diagram,  tho  symbol  c(  should  be  a,  and  0(V2  ihould  be  a^2. 
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tan  i  A.  We  might  obviously  have  selected  any  other  trigono- 
metrical function,  but  this  seems  to  lead  to  as  simple  a  result  as 
any. 

If  we  make  sin  ^  A  our  unknown  quantity  our  equation  will  be 

f4{(l-|>/3)'+l}8m«iA-4}(l-^^2)(l-^2^3)+2} 
I  sin^A  — 4|l  +  ^^3-^|-8inHA— 1=0, 

and  if  we  make  sec  ^  A  the  unknown  quantity  our  equation  will 
be 

setf^A  — 2  (3—  "vs)  8ec«iA+2  (c— --v/8  + 

^•)sec.iA-4(l_|^8  +  |)  =  0; 

whence  it  appears  that  the  simplest  equation  is  the  one  first  ob- 
tained in  which  the  tangent  is  made  the  unknown  quantity. 

Example. — Suppose  a  =  40  and/3  =  50.     Then  our  equation 
becomes 

tan»iA  +  tan'iA  +  (-^/8  — l)  tan  ^  A  — 1=^0; 
whence  by  Horner's  method 

tan  i  A  -  0.40788  15817  54736. 
Whence  A  =  31^    03'    51".33 

B  =  52°     56'     08".67, 
and  the  sides  of  the  triangle  are 

a  =  35.807371 
6  =  47.407275 
(=59.41058. 

SECOND  SOLUTION. 

Let  a,  bf  and  c  be  the  sides  of  the  triangle  opposite  A,  B,  and 
C  respectively,  and  a  and  jS  as  before;  then  wo  have  (Pig.  1) 

~=cos  i  A ;  whence     -=  2  cos'  ^  A  »  1  -f  cos  A  =  1  +    ; 

a  a  C 


therefore 
and  similarly 


26  _  1       1 


a 


2a       1,1 

^'        a      c* 
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whence 


Again 


26_l_^2a_l_l 


g-x.co8iB  =  co8(45--iA)=  «i°iA  +  co8iA 

whence 

sm  i  A  =    ^      — cos  i  A  =    ^    — •^; 

and  since  sin'  ^  A  +  cos*  ^  A  »  1, 

/ax/2       ^V,    »_| 

or 

2a>      2x/2a6  ,  26'__.  ,.. 

If  now  we  eliminate  b  between  Eqs.  (3)  and  (4)  we  have  an 
equation  from  which  a  may  be  found. 

From  (4)  we  find,  b  =  — ^   ]  a  d:  /  ^« a*  \  which  sabstitat- 

ed  in  (8)  gives  after  some  redaction 

2a* — jS*^^  d:2ma^^« ^t 

where  m  =  ^  %/2.     This  equation  finally  reduces  to 

a 

(»'  — a3 s/a  +  U')  o*— (3a'  — 8%/a»0  +  2j8')-^  o«+ (8.'— 


2%/2«p)4*a'  — ^*=0.  (5) 

4  o 


THIRD  SOLUTION. 

Revolve  the  triangles  B  0  E  and  D  O  A  about  B  O  and  A  0 
respectively  so  that  E  falls  upon  E'  and  D  upon  D',  then 

EOB  =  E'OB  =  E'OD'«D'OA==AOD«450 
and  consequently  BOD'  and  A  O  E'  are  right-angled  triangles : 
hence 

.0|-tauU.or^=l  +  UniA; 

whence  a  «  0  A  (1  +  tan  ^  A),  (6) 

and  similarly  ^  =  O  B  (1  +  tan  i  B).  (7) 
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Again,  O  A  sin  ^  A  a.  y ;  whence  from  (6) 

a 1  +  tan  i  A 

y  sin  ^  A 

or     i« L—  +  = — ,  and  similarly 

7      sin  ^  A      cos  f  A 

'      1    +    1 


5^ 


y      sin^B      cps^B 
Pig.  2. 


Now  I 


8in  i B  -  sin (45°  - i  A)  =  '^"*^~""*^  »nd 

cosiB  =  COB  (45-  -iA)=gg-"*^Y'°*^  5 
whence 

/? 1 1 ^      2co8^A 

y\/2       eos^A  —  sin^A      cos^A-J 
fW)m  which  we  find 


7^--       x.vo^^  —  »x^fA      ^w«  J -^ -|- sin  A       2  cos' ^  A  —  1' 
fW)m  which  we  find 

cos  i  B  = 


and  similarly 


Since  cos  i B  =  ?HtA  +  8iniA 
v  2 

BiniA  = 


whence 
In  this  page,  and  the  following,  the  symbol  y  (for  radius)  should  read  r. 
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This  equation  inTolves  only  y,  the  radios  of  the  inscribed  cirde 
and  the  given  bisectors  of  the  angles  a  and  p :  hence  we  may  de- 
termine y  from  it.  Eq.  (8)  becomes  after  a  somewhat  laborious 
rednction 

+  tt'0'(2tt»— tt/3v'2+2p')7«  — a*p*  =  0.  (9) 

These  three  solutions  just  given  all  involve  trigonometrical  re- 
lations and  are  therefore  properly  classed  as  trigonometric  solu- 
tions. They  may  all,  however,  be  made  independently  of  trigo- 
nometry. In  the  following  we  shall  give  the  algebraical  solutions 
corresponding  to  the  first  and  second  trigonometrical  solutions 
together  with  a  third  and  entirely  independent  solution. 

ALGSB&AIOAL  SOLUTION. 

From  Pig,  2  we  have 

c:  AD:  :  a:DC::0B:0D2  :  1  :n 
c:BE::6:EC::OA:OE::l2m; 
from  which 

OB--iL_,  OD  =  JL!L.,OA  =  -fL--,OE=  •'^ 


1  +  n'  1-fn'  ""l-fm*  1+m' 

A  D  =  <•  n  ,  C  D  —  an ,  B  E  ==e  m,  C  E  ==  6  m. 
Now 

c.AD-OA'+OB.0rDoro«n-(^+„(.^)'. 

c.  B  B  -  O  B'  +  O  A.O  B  or  c*  m  =  (    ^     )'+  m(     '    Y; 
whence 

or 

Again  6  =  A  D  +  C  D  —  n(c  +  a)  .-.  a«  +  n»(c  -f-  a)«  =  c* 
and  a«CE-fBE  =  6m-fcmamn(c4-a)-fcm 

=  cm(l  -f  w)  +amn  .-.  -  «   1  — ^n 

a      m(l  +n) 

Equating  these  two  expressions 

I— mn      1 -»- w'  .  ^,       1 — n^^,  ^         1 — m 

w  1 —  n  1+n  l-fm 
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■sabstitnting  In  (10)  we  And  after  redacing 

n«  +  n*+  (v/ 8?— l)?i  — 1  =  0 


m*  +  m'+  (v^8*— l)m  — 1«0. 


(11) 


It  is  to  be  noted  that  n  »  —  =  tan4 B  and  m=:  —  «  tan 

a  b 

-^  A,  and  therefore  Eq.  (11)  corresponds  to  Eq.  (2). 

FIFTH  SOLUTION. 

The  faodamental  relations  between  the  sides  and  bisectors  are 

6o(a+6+c)(-a  +  &  +  c)^    .  bo 

(6  +  0)'  ^°  +  ^'^-*-'^—'*){b+c)t 

ac(a  +  b  +  c)(a  —  b  +  c)      ...^^,     .      ,,.      tus 

And  since  a'  +  6*  =  c* 

-'-2  6'^-p-^or-p ^  =  1  +  - 

a  -f  0         a'  c  '    c 

Whence 

a«       6  ""  /3«        a~  c  ^  ^ 

as  in  the  second  solation,  where  this  relation  was  obtained  trigo- 
nometrically .     Again 

'w-'--»('--o)('^!)-M>+"4-'-$}= 

Again  bjr  adding 

Whence 

2  a*      2%/2a6   .  26>      ,  ,,. 

tis  prerioasly  obtained  trigonometrically.     The  solution  is  now 
<^mpleted  as  in  the  second  solution. 
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BIXTH  SOLUTION. 

Let  OB  =  OE'=ar  (Pig.  2),  OD  =  OD'=y,  AE=a, 
and  B  D  »■  ^ ;  the  angles  marked  with  a  dot  are  each  equal  to 
45°,  and  therefore  B  B'  =»  xs/2,  and  D  D'  =yv/2. 

From  similar  triangles  B  0  :  B  D  =r  0  E'  :  D  D',  or 
fi  —  y  :  fl  ::  X  :  y%/2.     Whence 

0— 2/)2/^2  =  ^.  (12) 

(a  —  x)xV2^ay.  (13) 

From  (18) 

y  =  ^dr(a  —  x)y  and  substituting  in  (12) 

a 

a       ^  '       a  (a— a?) 

Which  reduces  to 

{p,—xyx^-^^  (a  — 2«). 
Expanding,  rearranging,  etc.,  this  reduces  to 

*'_2.x'  +  a(^+.)*-^  =  0       (U> 

OON8TRU0TIONS. 

Fir^  Constnuition, — The  equations  obtained  in  the  sixth  solO' 
tion  point  to  a  simple  construction  of  the  problem,  as  follows : — 
Equations  (12)  and  (13)  may  be  written  as  follows: — 

a:«  — aa?+^y=0.  (16) 

y"  — 0y  +  ;^^-O.  (16) 

And  each  of  these  equations  is  the  equation  of  a  parabola.  If 
these  two  parabolas  be  constructed,  their  intersection  will  deter- 
mine X  and  y.  The  position  and  size  of  the  parabola  will  readilj 
appear  by  transformiug  co-ordinates.     In  equation  (15)  let 

a 

x  =  «'  -i--^  and 
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and  in  equation  (16)  let 


y  =y''  + 1  and  a?  ==  ar"  +  ^^f  then 


2v/2' 

y'"=  — iLa:''. 


The  following  construction  results  immediately  from  the  above. 
With  reference  to  a  set  of  co-ordinates  X  A  Y  construct  a  new 

2  a 

setX'A'Y'  such  that  x  —  a/=-   andy  —  y' = ,  and  an- 

a  ^       ^        2v/2 

other  set  X"  A"  Y"  such  that  a?  — a?"  =  JL  and  y  —  y''  =  i. 

2v/2  ^       ^  2 

With  the  first  new  set  construct  the  parabola  x'  = — —  y,  and 

with  the  second  new  set  constmct  the  parabola  y'^ss—  ^^"9 

\/2 


Fig.  8. 


their  intersections  will  determine  the  segments  x  and  y,  t.  0., 
0  E  and  0  D  of  Fig.  2.     The  construction  is  shown  in  Fig.  3. 

Second  Construction. — Take  a  rectangle  A  C  B  D,  Fig.  4,  and 
let  AL,  BM,  the  bisectors  of  A  and  B,  intersect  in  K;  then 
A  E  B  =  ISb"^,     Through  B  draw  B  B  parallel  to  A  L  to  meet 
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A  D  in  R ;    then  B  R  =  iv  L.     Hence  from  diita  the  triangle 
6  M  R  is  known. 

It  is  well  known  that  2aBMR  +  CM.  DR  =  reet  AB= 
2aBMR  +  2aCLM.  (17) 

Wg.  4. 


Take  BE  =  BL,  AFzrtAM;  then  aBKE»aBEL, 
AAEF»ziAKM,  andiiFKE^ALKM,  because  the  angles 
L  K  M,  P  K  E,  are  snpplementary ;  therefore  □  A  M  L  B  = 
2aAKB;  henceby  (17)  AAKBca^ABMR, 

Construction, — Make  a  triangle  B  M  R,  having  its  sides  B  M, 
B  R,  equal  to  the  given  bisectors,  and  the  angle  M  B  R  equal  to 
half  a  right  angle.  On  M  R  draw  a  semicircle,  and  construct » 
hyperbola  having  B  M,  B  R,  for  asymptotes,  and  such  that  the 
rectangle  under  the  ordinate  and  abscissa  (parallel  to  the  asymp- 
totes) is  half  the  rectangle  under  the  given  bisectors.  Let  this 
hyperbola  cut  the  semicircle  in  A ;  join  A  B  and  produce  A  K 
parallel  to  B  R,  so  that  A  L  =  B  R ;  and  produce  B  L,  A  M,  to 
meet  in  C.     Then  ABC  will  be  the  triangle  required. 

BIBLIOORAPHIOAL  NOTES  AND  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

This  problem  was  proposed  in  the  Ladies'  Diary  for  1797,  by 
Alex.  Rowe,  and  the  following  year  two  solutions  of  it  were 
given;  one  by  William  Burdon  and  the  other  by  J.  Hartley. 
Our  sixth  solution  is  taken  from  Mr.  Burdon,  as  published  io 
Leybourn  (Thomas).  The  Mathematical  Questions  proposed  in 
the  Ladies'  Diary,  etc.,  8vo.,  London,  1817,  vol.  iii.  328. 

Mr.  Hartley's  solution  is  trigonometrical,  the  unknown  qaan- 
tity  being  tan  ^  A,  and  his  final  equation  corresponds  to  equation 
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(2),  but  tho  mode  of  obtaining  it  is  not  so  eiegant  as  that  em< 
ployed  in  our  first  solution. 

The  problem  is  proposed  as  an  exercise  in  Bonn^castle  (John). 
An  Introduction  in  Algebra,  etc.,  revised  and  enlarged,  by  James 
Ryan,  4th  edition,  12mo.,  New  York,  1829,  p.  310.  In  the  key 
to  the  second  edition,  New  York,  1822,  pp.  250-251,  is  a  solution 
essentially  the  same  as  the  first  one  given  here. 

The  problem  extended  to  any  triangle  was  proposed  by  the 
writer  in  the  Analyst,  vol.  iii..  No.  5,  Sept.  18T6,  p.  163,  and 
solved  in  the  next  number,  pp.  188-189,  by  Prof.  J.  Scheffer.  It 
was  also  solved  by  Henry  Ounder,  William  Hoover,  and  the 
writer. 

The  problem  not  extended  was  proposed  in  the  Educational 
Times  of  January  1,  1879,  p.  22,  question  5866,  by  Mr.  N.  H. 
Capel ;  and  in  tho  following  number  proposed  by  the  editor  for 
construction,  question  5885.  In  the  May  number,  p.  150,  a 
construction  by  Mr.  R.  Tucker  was  given,  which  we  have  here 
incorporated  verbatim  as  our  second  construction. 

For  the  fourth  solution  I  am  indebted  to  my  classmate.  Prof. 
W.  W.  Beman,  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Baker's  conununication  the  Society 
adjourned. 


1718T  MsBTiNO.  Dboembsb  19,  1879. 

Vice-President  Taylor  in  the  Chair. 

Thirty-four  members  present. 

The  order  of  exercises  for  the  evening  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing communications : — 

1.  A  paper  by  Prof.  CHioKERiNa  on  the  Luray  Cave. 

2.  A  paper  by  Prof.  William  Habkness. 

3.  A  communication  by  Capt.  Button  on  the  Permian  Forma- 
tion in  North  America. 

The  paper  of  Mr.  Chioksring  was  reserved  for  publication. 
The  paper  of  Mr.  Harkness  was  on 

THE  NUMBER  OW  LENSES  REQUIRED  IN  AN  AOHROMATIO  OBJEOTiyS, 
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consisting  of  infinitely  thin  lenses  in  contact,  in  order  that,  with 
any  given  law  of  dispersion  whatever,  the  greatest  possible 
nnmt)er  of  light-rays  of  different  degrees  of  refranglbility  may  be 
bronght  to  a  common  focus. 

For  any  system  of  thin  lenses  In  contact  we  have 

7  =  (/*i~l)A,  +  (M,-l)A,+  04-l)A,  +  etc.,  (1) 

the  number  of  terms  being  unlimited.  For  a  dispersion  formula 
we  write 

M  =  tW.  (2) 

The  form  of  ^(x)  is  unknown,  but  there  will  be  no  loss  of  gener- 
ality if  it  is  developed  in  a  series  arranged  according  to  the 
powers  of  x.     We,  therefore,  have 

^  «  a  +  6x°  +  cx»  +  cxP  +  etc. ,  (3) 

in  which  a,  />,  c,  etc.,  are  constants,  and  the  number  of  terms  may 
be  taken  as  great  as  is  desired. 
Let  us  also  put 

C«A,(a,_l)+A,(a,-l)+A,((H-l)+etc. 

D  «  Afi,  +  AA  +  A,  6,  +  etc.  (4) 

B  =  AjCj  +  A,c,  +  A,c,  +  etc. 

F  =  AjCi  +  A,e,  +  A,e,  +  etc. 
etc.  etc.  etc., 

the  number  of  these  equations,  and  the  number  of  terms  in  the 
right  hand  member  of  each  of  them,  being  the  same  as  the  num- 
ber of  terms  in  the  right  hand  member  of  (3).  Now  substitutiog 
for  the  fts  in  (1)  their  values  in  terms  of  the  auxiliaries  0,  D,  E, 
etc.,  of  the  equations  (4),  we  find 

--^  =  C  +  Dx»  -f  Ex*  -f  Fx*  -f-etc.  (6) 

Considering  x  as  the  abscissa,  and  /  as  the  ordinate,  this  is 
the  equation  of  the  focal  curve.  Its  first  derivative,  with  respect 
to  /  and  X,  is 

^=:  -/« (mDx— ^  +  nEx-*  +  etc.),  (6) 

which,  as  is  well  known,  expresses  for  every  point  of  the  cnrre 
the  tangent  of  the  angle  made  by  the  tangent  line  with  the  axiB 
of  abscissas.  The  number  of  rays  of  different  degrees  of  refran- 
gibility  which  can  be  brought  to  a  common  focus  will  evldeotly 
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be  the  same  as  the  number  of  times  that  the  focal  curre  intcuraects 
the  focal  plane.  But  the  focal  plane  is  necessarily  parallel  to 
the  axis  of  abscissas;  and,  therefore,  the  greatest  possible  num- 
ber of  intersections  of  the  carre  with  the  plane  can  only  exceed 
by  one  the  number  of  tangents  which  can  be  drawn  parallel  to 
the  axis  of  abscissas.  To  find  these  tangents  we  equate  (6)  to 
sero,  and  obtain 

0  —  mDx"-*  +  nEx"-*  +  etc.  (7) 

As  >,  can  never  be  either  zero,  negative,  or  imaginary,  we  have 
to  consider  only  the  real  positive  roots  of  this  equation ;  each  of 
which  corresponds  to  a  tangent.  To  make  the  number  of  tan- 
gents as  great  as  possible  the  quantities  D,  E,  F,  etc.,  must  be 
independent  of  each  other ;  which  will  be  the  case  when  the  right 
hand  members  of  the  equations  (4)  contain  as  many  As  as  there 
are  powers  of  %  in  the  dispersion  formula  (4).  All  the  terms  of 
(7)  contain  the  common  factor  x""\     Taking  it  out  we  have 

—mD  =  nEx'-"  +  ^^Px*^*  +  etc.,  (8) 

from  which  it  is  evident  that  the  number  of  real  positive  roots  in 
(7)  will  always  be  one  less  than  the  number  of  powers  of  x  in  (3). 
Hence  we  conclude  that — 

In  any  system  of  infinitely  thin  lenses  in  contact,  the  number 
of  lenses  required  to  bring  the  greatest  possible  number  of  light- 
rays  of  different  degrees  of  refrangibility  to  a  common  focus  is 
the  same  as  the  number  of  different  powers  of  x  contained  in  the 
dispersion  formula  employed. 

The  method  made  use  of  in  arriving  at  this  result  has  been 
adopted,  because  it  brings  oat  clearly  the  geometrical  relations 
of  the  problem.  The  result  itself  is  evident  from  a  mere  inspec- 
tion of  equation  (5),  which  cannot  possess  more  real  positive 
roots  than  it  has  independent  auxiliaries  D,  E,  F,  etc. 

The  communication  of  Mr.  Dttttom 

ON  THE  PERMIAN  FORMATION  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 

then  followed. 

Mr.  Dutton  stated  that  many  geologists  have  long  been  in 
doubt  whether  the  Permian  formation  was  merely  of  local  occur- 
rence in  a  very  few  districts  constituting  a  subordinate  series 
embraced  within  and  forming  a  part  of  the  closing  period  of  the 
Carboniferous  series,  or  whether  it  was  of  world-wide  prevalence 
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aud  copstitoted  a  distinct  period  by  itself.  Strata  of  Permiao 
age  have  for  a  considerable  time  been  known  in  Kansas  and 
in  Texas,  but  have  not  been  until  very  recently  satisfactorily  de- 
termined in  other  parts  of  America.  There  is  well  known  u> 
exist  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  mountain  region  of  the 
West  a  series  of  heavy  red  sandstones  sometimes  divisible  into 
two  portions,  an  upper  and  a  lower,  and  sometimes  inseparable. 
The  upper  part  of  this  series  has  been  assigned  with  confidence 
to  the  Trias,  but  the  lower  part  has  not  had  its  age  satisfactorily 
determined,  since  it  has  not  until  recently  yielded  fossils  which 
serve  to  place  its  age  beyond  doubt.  During  the  last  few 
months  Mr.  Walcott,  a  young  palaeontologist  employed  by  the 
Qeological  Survey,  has  discovered  in  this  formation,  at  Kanab, 
in  southeru  Utah,  well  marked  Permian  fossils.  The  identity  of 
the  horizon  from  which  they  were  taken,  with  the  lower  part  of 
the  Red  beds  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming,  the  Uinta  Mountains 
and  New  Mexico,  and  with  the  **  variegatod  marls"  of  Newberry 
in  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico,  and  with  the  Shinarump  of  Powell, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  junction  of  the  Grand  and  Green  Rivers,  is 
already  proven  beyond  controversy.  Hence  this  discovery  estab- 
lishes for  the  Permian  in  North  America  a  general  prevalence 
and  a  magnitude  of  development  comparable  with  the  Jurassic 
and  Trias,  and  assigns  it  to  the  rank  of  a  formation  of  a  high 
order. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned 


IT  2d  Mbbtino.  Januabt  8,  1880. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-four  members  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  order  of  proceedings  for  the  present  evening  consisted  in 
the  communications  of  Messrs.  A.  Obaham  Bill,  D.  P.  Tonn, 
and  W.  H.  Dall. 
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The  first  paper  was  by  Mr.  Bell  on  the  subject  of 

BINAURAL  AUDITION. 
(▲B8TBACT.) 

While  Id  England,  in  1878,  it  occurred  to  Mr.  Bell  that  all 
the  peculiarities  of  binaural  hearing  might  be  produced  artificially 
by  the  telephone,  as  the  peculiarities  of  binocular  vision  are  pro- 
duced by  the  stereoscope. 

Two  transmitting  telephones  were  arranged  so  that  the  dia- 
phragms of  the  instruments  were  about  as  far  apart,  and  occu- 
pied about  the  same  position  relatively  to  one  another,  as  the 
drum  membranes  of  a  person's  ears.  These  transmitters  were 
connected  by  two  distinct  and  independent  circuits  to  two  re- 
ceiving telephones,  which  were  placed  respectively  to  the  right 
and  left  ears  of  an  observer  in  a  distant  place. 

When  sounds  were. made  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  trans^ 
mitting  telephones  the  auditory  sensations  experienced  by  the 
observer  in  the  distant  place  were  of  a  decidedly  novel  character. 
The  direction  of  the  speaker's  voice  from  the  transmitting  tele- 
phones could  be  perceived  to  a  limited  extent. 

Attempts  were  made  to  have  the  observer  determine  by  ear 
the  exact  location  of  the  original  sound,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Im^ine  the  transmitting  telephones  to  be  placed  in  the  in- 
terior of  a  globe  upon  which  the  usual  meridian  lines  and  paral- 
lels of  latitude  are  marked  so  that  the  axis  of  the  globe  passes 
vertically  through  the  centres  of  both  diaphragms. 

Now,  suppose  we  produce  a  sound  at  some  point  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  transmitting  telephones — we  can  take  its  bearings 
upon  the  surface  of  our  globe — we  can  give  as  it  were  the  lati^ 
tude  and  longitude  of  the  sound. 

It  was  found,  as  the  result  of  a  large  number  of  experiments, 
that  the  distant  observer  could  tell  toith  approximcUe  accuracy 
the  latitude  of  the  sound,  but  that  he  had  no  idea  whatever  of  the 
longitude. 

It  then  occurred  to  Mr.  Bell  that  the  telephone  might  be  used 
to  test  whether  the  same  law  held  good  for  direct  audition. 

A  number  of  telephones  were  suspended  in  different  parts  of  a^ 
summer-house,  and  were  connected  by  independent  wires  to  a 
common  switch-board,  so  that  any  desired  telephone  could  be^ 
instantly  connected  with  a  distant  rheotome  and  battery  by  the 
operator  at  the  switch-board. 

The  rheotome  interrupted  the  battery  circuit  about  one  hun- 
dred times  per  second,  and  a  loud  musical  note  was  emitted  by 
the  telephone  which  happened  to  be  in  circuit  with  it 

An  observer  stationed  in  the  centre  of  the  summer-house  was 
required  to  indicate  by  pointing,  the  exact  location  of  the  tele- 
phone from  which  the  sound  proceeded.     He  was  not  allowed  tO' 

44 
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move  his  head,  nor  to  open  his  eyes,  but  had  to  relj  entirely 
apon  the  sensations  produced  in  his  ears  when  his  head  was  held 
in  a  fixed  position. 

The  bearings  of  his  hand  were  taken  upon  an  imaginary  sphere 
ih  the  centre  of  which  he  stood,  and  the  reading  was  recorded 
side  by  side  with  the  true  place  of  the  telephone. 

After  considerable  experiment  it  was  found  advisable  to  nse 
only  one  telephone,  which  was  hung  up  in  different  parts  of  the 
summer-house  during  the  absence  of  the  observer — as  it  was 
found  that  the  observer  soon  came  to  recognize  each  individosl 
telephone  by  the  quality  or  timbre  of  the  sound  produced  bj  it 
'—and  that  this  recognition  biassed  his  judgment  regarding  the 
direction  of  the  sound. 

Imagine  the  observer  to  be  facing  the  north — ^then  the  direction 
of  sounds  produced  at  the  easterly  or  westerly  points  of  the  hori- 
zon of  the  ears  was  always  clearly  perceived.  In  proportion  as 
the  angular  distance  of  the  source  of  sound  from  those  points 
was  increased  the  readings  of  the  observers  became  wild,  and 
when  it  was  90^  it  was  not  uncommon  to  make  a  mistake  of  180° 
in  the  direction  of  the  sound. 

The  general  results  of  all  the  observations  thus  seem  to  agree 
very  closely  with  those  obtained  by  telephone ;  but  an  examina- 
tion of  the  individual  records  must  convince  one  that  an  indi- 
vidual observer  discriminates  the  direction  of  a  sound  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  that  indicated  by  the  experiments  first 
narrated.  Most  observers  could  indicate  correctly  the  direction 
of  sounds  that  proceeded  from  the  n6rtherly  or  southerly  points 
of  the  horizon  of  the  ears ;  few  could  locate  a  sonnd  from  the 
zenith,  and  none  could  tell  the  direction  of  a  sound  from  beneath. 

When  a  telephone  was  placed  on  the  ground  between  the  feet 
of  the  observer,  and  was  there  caused  to  sound — he  would  imme- 
diately form  a  mental  conception  of  the  direction  of  the  sound, 
and  would  indicate  it  by  pointing,  but  he  was  invariably  mistaken. 

Mr.  Bell  stated  that  he  thought  that  the  method  pursued  would 
ultimately  lead  to  valuable  results,  but  that  many  more  experi- 
ments were  necessary ;  and  the  results  so  far  obtained  he  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  in  a  tabulated  form. 
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TABLE  III.— Direction  of  sound  as  determined  by 
right  ear  alone. 


True 
direction 

of  BOUDd. 


No.1. 


No.  2. 


NaS. 


Na4. 


NcSl 


Alt. 
Az. 
AM 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt. 
Az. 


OO 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

+90 

—90 


OO 
+46 
+90 
+136 
=bl80 
—135 
—90 
—46 
0 
0 


— lOO 

+23 
—10 

+  67 
—23 

+67 
—10 

+90 
0 

—45 
0 

-135 
0 

—90 
0 
—23 
+90 

0 
—68 

+113 


OO 

45 

—45 

—45 

0 

0 

0 

o! 

+90 
—23 


+46 
+90 
+90 
+90 
+46 
—67 
±180 
—67 
0 
+68 


OO 
+23 
+10 
+23 
+90 

0 
+10 
+46 
+90 
+90 


OO 


+67 

+67 

+90 

+90 

0 

—90 

—90 

—46 

0 

0 


-46 
+90 

0 
+10 

0 
+68 


0 
+67 
+90 
+90 

0 
—90 
—90 
—67 

0 
+113 


OO 
+113 


—10 


—10 


—10 


+46 
+90 
+90 


+11S 
0 
=bl80 


+35 


=bl80 


dbl80 
3 
+134 


TABLE  IV. — Direction  of  sound  as  determined  by 
left  ear  alone. 


Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
.  Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
At. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 


True 
direction 
of  sound. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
+90 
—90 


No.  L 


0 
+45 
+90 
136 
±180 
—135 
—90 
—46 
0 
0 


-67 

+23 

—135 


—10 
-10 
-10 
—10 
+90 


—113 
0 
-35 

—113 

—113 

—46 

—90 

0 


Na2. 

No.  8. 

No.  4 

+10 

—67 

0 
-46 

-10 

-23 

+36 

+67 
+23 

+113 
-10 

0 

+67 
0 

—67 
0 

-10 

+157 
0 

—113 
—46 

—36 

—67 
+  35 

0 

+135 
+  90 

0 

-10 

—10 

—10 

—67 

-45 

—45 

0 

—10 

—10 

-67 

—90 

—67 

—10 

—10 

0 

—46 

—45 

—46 

-45 

-45 

+46 

-45 

+90 

0 

0 

—10 

-46 

0 

—167 

—135 

1 

Ko.& 


—10 
+23 
—23 
-23 
—23 
-23 
—10 
0 
0 
—45 


—135 

-113 

-45 

-67 

—90 

—67 

±180 

±180 
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TABLE  Y,— Direction  of  sound  as  determined  by  both 
ears  tLsed  simultaneously. 


True 
direction 

of  SOUDd. 

OB8SRYBB8. 

KO.L 

No.  2. 

KoiS. 

Ko.4 

No.  5. 

AM 

Ai 

0 

0 
0 

+45 
0 

+90 
0 

+135 
0 

d=180 
0 

—135 
0 

—90 
0 
-45 

0 

0 

+90 

0 
—10 

—68 
0 

—90 
0 
-67 

0 

0 
0 

+80 
0 

+90 
—10 

+113 
0 

445 
0 

—75 
0 

—90 
0 

—90 

0 

0 
0 
+80 
-22 

+68 
-10 

+68 
-22 

+90 
0 

-90 
0 

—90 
0 
-67 

—10 

0 
-45 

+67 
-45 

+90 
—10 

+90 
—22 

=fcl80 
—10 

-35 

+10 
0 

Alt 

As 

Alt 

j^i 

+6(F 
—22 

+46 
0 

Mi 

Jli 

+45 
—22 

Alt 

As 

+23 

Alt 

As 

1131          ISfi 

Alt 

Ai 

0 

-90 
0 

—90 

0 
—90 

Alt 

As, 

0 

—67 

TABLE  VI. — Direction  of  sound  as  determined  by  both 
ears  used  simultaneously. 


True 
direction 
ol  sound. 

OBSBBVBBS. 

N0.I. 

Na2. 

Na8. 

No.  4. 

No.  6. 

Alt 

As 

+45 

0 
+46 

+45 
+45 

+90 
+45 

+135 
+45 

±180 
+45 

-135 
+45 

—90 
+45 

—45 

0 

0 
0 

+45 
0 
+90 
+22 

.■^^ 

0 
0 
—68 
-10 

—60 
0 
—60 

+22 

0 
—10 

+45 
—45 

+90 
+22 

+68 
+80 

.+^ 

-68 
+  10 

—90 
0 
-45 

0 

0 
+10 

+45 
0 
+90 
+22 

+60 
-10 

0 
+10 

—68 
0 

—90 
0 
-90 

+90 

0 
+46 

+45 
+10 

0 
+10 

-113 

+45 

-90 
+45 

-45 

+46 

0 

AH 

+10 

As 

+45 

Alt 

-22 

As 

+G8 

Alt 

0 

As 

+150 

Alt 

—46 

As 

-+-180 

Alt 

+36 

—120 

As 

Alt 

—22 

As 

^90 

Alt 

As 

0 
-45 
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TABLE  VII. — Direction  of  sound  as  determined  by  both 
ears  used  simultaneously. 


Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
«Alt 
Az 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 
Alt 
Az. 


True 
direction 
of  sound. 


—45 

-45 

—45 

—45 

—45 

-45~ 

-45 

—45 


0 
+46 
+90 

+135 
:180 

—135 
—90 
—45 


OBSEBVEBS. 


NO.L 


-23 


+45 
4-76 


-30 


+106 
+23 


—135 


—35 


-10 


-90 
—45 


No.  2. 


Ko.3. 


—10 
—23 
—23 
0 
0 
0 
—23 
-45 


0 
+45 
+60 
+75 
rhlSO 
-60 
-68 
—46 


—10 

0 

0 

—10 

—10 


Ko.4. 


No.  5. 


—10 


0 

+90 

+68 

+90 

+128 


—105 
—90 


+46 


—68 


+80 


-23 
—45 


±180 
0 
+113 

+90 


-45 
—10 


+120 


—45 
—10 
-45 
—36 


—136 


+10 


—135 
—90 


—45 


—23 
—45 


0 

+46 

+68 

+120 

±180 

-113 

— «(► 
0 
45* 


TABLE  VIII. — Direction  of  sound  as  determined  by  both 
ears  used  simultaneously. 


True 
direction 
of  sound. 

OBSEBVBBB. 

No.1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

Na4. 

No.  5. 

Alt 

Az 

-Alt 

Az 

+90 

0 
-90 

0 
-90 

0 

+46 

0 
0 

+22 
0 

0 

+23       ^ 

+90 

0 
—23 

-46 

0 

0 
0 

0 
+10 

-23 

+90 

0 
+90 

0 
+45 

+90 

+45 

dil80 
+90 

0 

Alt 

—23 

^' 

+68 

Mr.  D.  P.  Todd's  paper  was  entitled 

SOLAR  PARALLAX  FROM  THB  VBLOCITY  OP  LIGHT. 

(7%i«  papw  udll  be  found  published  in  full  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Science  for  January^  1880.) 

*  Tbig  obRerver  wag  nnoertain  whether  the  Boand  came  from  a  point  of 
the  horizon  450  to  the  left  of  the  zero  point  or  from  one  1360  to  the  left. 
After  having  the  sound  repeated  a  number  of  times  he  decided  upon  th» 
former  direction. 
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The  next  communication,  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Dall,  was 

SOME  RECENT  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MOLLUSCS. 

1.  He  remarked  first  that  he  had  observed  in  a  species  of 
Buccinum  {B.  undatum,  L.)  that  tlje  males  were  much  smaller 
than  the  females.  This  species  is  found  upon  rocky  coasts  ex- 
posed to  the  action  of  waves  and  surf;  and  the  animals  in  such 
situations  are  usually  found  inhabiting  crevices  in  the  rocks, 
where  they  find  protection  and  shelter  from  the  violence  of  the 
water.  In  more  exposed  situations  they  would  not  be  able  to 
survive.  Prof  E.  S.  Morse  had  published  the  suggestion  that 
the  small  size  of  the  males  might  be  due  to  a  special  action  of 
the  natural  law  of  survival  of  the  fittest.  In  the  contracted 
crevices  of  the  rocks,  the  conjunction  of  the  sexes  would  be  much 
faciliUted  if  the  males  were  considerably  smaller  than  the  females, 
and  would  be  much  restricted  if  both  sexes  were  large.  Hence, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  males  would  oftenest  succeed  in 
obtaining  access  to  the  females,  and  would  oftenest  propagate, 
the  result  being  a  tendency  to  diminution  of  the  males.  Mr. 
Dall  was  of  the  opinion  that  this  explanation  was  not  sustained 
when  brought  into  relation  with  other  facts  in  connection  with 
habits  of  the  many  species  of  Buccinum  in  which  the  diminutive 
size  of  males  is  a  common  fact  and  is  prevalent  in  species  which 
inhabit  still  waters  and  other  places  where  access  to  females  can- 
not be  dependent  merely  upon  the  small  size  of  the  male.  He 
was  of  the  opinion  that  a  more  satisfactory  explanation  would  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  in  marine  animals  great  fecundity  is  neces- 
sary to  perpetuate  the  species,  and  that  in  order  to  nourish  the 
very  numerous  ova,  large  ovaries,  large  organs  of  nutrition,  and, 
in  general,  largeness  of  the  entire  organism  is  requisite  in  the 
females,  without  ahy  corresponding  necessity  in  the  males. 

2.  Mr.  Dall  next  referred  to  some  observations  by  Mr.  R.  P. 
Whitfield,  of  New  York,  upon  some  individuals  of  the  species 
Limnaea  megaaoma — one  of  the  largest  known  species  of  that 
genus.  The  animals  were  kept  in  a  small  tank  and  propagated. 
In  the  course  of  several  generations  a  conspicuous  diminution  in 
the  size  of  the  individuals  was  observed.  Mr.  Whitfield  had 
merely  stated  the  observation  without  suggesting  the  explanation. 
Other  naturalists,  however,  had  suggested  that  it  might  be  attri- 
buted to  the  higher  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  tank  than 
that  of  the  water  which  the  animals  naturally  inhabited.  Mr. 
Ball  thonght  that  a  much  better  explanation  was  that  these  Lim* 
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nmas,  which  are  very  voracioas,  coald  not  find  their  accustomed 
amount  of  food  in  such  a  restricted  habitation,  and  were  reduced 
in  size  in  consequence  of  their  half-famished  condition.  He 
cited  other  observations  upon  the  lower  animals  which  tended  to 
confirm  the  belief  that  insufiffcient  food,  through  snccesslTe  gene- 
rations continuously,  dwarfs  the  individuals  of  a  species. 

He  next  remarked  upon  a  characteristic  of  the  genus  Pleuro- 
tomaria.  This  species  of  this  genus  all  have  a  notch  in  the 
aperture  of  the  trochoid  shell,  and  in  some  species  this  notch  is 
very  deeply  incised.  The  function  of  this  notch  in  the  economy 
of  the  animal  has  been  a  matter  of  some  doubt  Mr.  Dall  be- 
lieved that  its  use  was  to  permit  the  rejection  of  fecal  products 
when  the  animal  is  retracted  into  its  shell.  In  many  gasteropods 
the  anus  is  located  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  soma,  while  in  the 
Fleurotomaridss  this  orifice  is  located  behind  the  gills,  and 
would  be  covered  by  the  shell  when  the  body  is  retracted  were 
not  a  special  modification  of  the  shell-aperture  provided. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Dall's  communication  the  Society 
adjourned. 


173d  Meeting.  January  17, 1880. 

Yice-President  Wsllinq  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-one  members  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  order  of  exercises  for  the  evening  consisted  in  the  presen- 
tation of  communications  from  Messrs.  M.  H.  Doolittli  and 
W.  H.  Dall. 

Mr.  Doolittlb's  subject  was 

A  PILE  OP  BALIA 
(  ABiTBACT.) 

Mr.  Doolittle's  communication  was  a  discussion  of  the  appear- 
ance the  sky  would  present  if  the  stars  were  of  equal  absolute 
brilliancy,  with  a  relative  arrangement  in  space  corresponding  to 
the  centres  of  balls  in  a  regular  pile.  The  triangular  and  tw 
rectangular  pile  differ  in  respect  to  anterior  only.  The  mow 
convenient  Cartesian  co-ordinate  axes  consist  of  the  diagonals  or 
a  square  base  with  a  perpendicular  thereto.  The  most  conve- 
nient unit  is  equal  to  radius  multiplied  by  the  square  root  of  »• 
Then,  the  origin  being  at  the  centre  of  a  ball,  the  centres  of  •" 
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other  balls  are  determined  by  the  conditions  that  each  co-ordi- 
nate shall  be  an  integer,  and  that  the  sum  of  the  co-ordinates 
shall  be  an  even  namber.  The  distance  in  diameters  of  any  ball 
centre  from  the  origin  is  equal  to  the  square  root  of  half  the  sum 
of  the  squares  of  the  co-ordinates. 

In  the  most  general  case,  the  permutation  of  the  co-ordinates 
^ves  the  factor  6 ;  and  as  the  algebraic  sign  of  each  co-ordinate 
may  be  either  positive  or  negative,  the  number  of  variations  for 
each  permntation  is  equal  to  8.  The  product  48  is  the  number 
of  balls  having  the  same  distance  and  symmetrical  arrangement 
In  particular  cases  two  or  all  three  of  the  co-ordinates  may  be 
numerically  equal,  or  one  or  more  of  them  may  be  equal  to  0, 
and  the  number  of  such  ball  centres  may  be  reduced  to  6,  8, 12, 
or  24.  Since  a  number  may  be  the  common  sum  of  different 
sets  of  squares,  there  may  be  more  than  48  equidistant  balls  be- 
longing to  two  or  more  independent  symmetrical  arrangements. 
Thus  50  is  the  common  sum  of  9, 16,  and  25;  of  0,  25,  and  25; 
and  of  0, 1,  and  49;  and  there  are  in  all  84  ball  centres  at  the 
distance  of  5  diameters  from  the  origin. 

The  co-ordinates  0, 1,  and  1  give  12  tangent  balls,  or  stars  of 
first  magnitude  in  the  imaginary  universe;  0,  0,  2  give  6  of  2d 
magnitude;  1, 1,  2  give  24  of  3d  magnitude ;  0,  2,  2  give  12  of 
4th  magnitude;  0,  1,  3  give  24  of  5th  magnitude;  2,  2,  2  give  8 
of  6th  magnitude;  1,  2,  3  give  48  of  7th  magnitude,  etc. 

If  the  origin  be  regarded  as  at  the  centre  of  a  cube  whose 
faces  are  perpendicular  to  the  co-ordinate  axes,  the  12  stars  of 
1st  magnitude  are  in  the  directions  of  the  middle  points  of  the 
odges,  and  the  12  of  4th  magnitude  in  right  lines  beyond  those 
of  1st  magnitude;  the  6  of  2d. magnitude  are  in  the  directions  of 
the  centres  of  the  faces;  and  the  8  of  6th  magnitude  are  in  the 
directions  of  the  corners. 

The  formula  A,  6,  c  may  appropriately  represent  one  large  co- 
ordinate and  two  small  ones;  and  the  corresponding  constella- 
tions consist  of  octagons  around  the  face-centres,  becoming 
squares  when  h  is  numerically  equal  to  c,  or  when  either  is  equal 
to  0.  The  formula  A,  B,  c,  denoting  two  large  co-ordinates  and 
one  small  one,  corresponds  to  rectangles  about  the  middle  points 
of  the  edges,  becoming  pairs  when  A  is  numerically  equal  to  B, 
or  when  c  is  equal  to  0.  The  formula  A,  B,  C,  denoting  co-ordi- 
nates nearly  equal,  corresponds  to  hexagons  about  the  corners, 
which  are  regular  when  A,  B,  and  G  are  numerically  in  arithme- 
tical progression,  and  become  triangles  when  two  of  the  co-ordi- 
nates are  numerically  equal. 

Mr.  Dall's  communication  On  the  Boundary  Line  between 
Alaska  and  British  America,  having  been  made  on  the  spur  of 
the  momei]ft  to  fill  an  unoccupied  hour  of  the  evening,  he  desired 
no  further  mention  than  the  entrance  of  the  title  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 
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174th  Mebtinq.  Januabt  31,  188^ 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Fortj-foor  members  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  order  of  exercises  for  the  evening  consisted  in  the  reading 
of  a  paper  bj  Capt.  C.  E.  Dutton  on 

THE  SILVER  QUESTION. 

By  the  Act  of  February  28,  1878,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  required  to  purchase  monthly  not  less  than  two  million 
nor  more  than  four  million  dollars'  worth  of  silver,  and  coin  the 
same  into  dollars,  each  dollar  weighing  412^  grains,  and  being 
nine-tenths  fine.  The  dollars  so  coined  are  declared  by  the  same 
law  to  be  legal  tender,  in  any  amount,  for  all  debts  public  and 
private,  including  duties  on  imports  and  interest  and  principal 
of  the  public  debt  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  also  sn- 
thorized  and  required  to  issue  certificates,  payable  on  demand 
in  silver  dollars,  provided  that  the  amount  of  certificates  so  issued 
shall  not  be  in  excess  of  the  silver  coin  deposited  in  the  Treasury, 
and  the  denominations  of  the  certificates  shall  not  be  less  than 
ten  dollars.  These  also  are  legal  tender  to  the  same  extent  aa 
the  silver  dollars  themselves. 

There  are  many  careful  thinkers  who  believe  that  the  passage 
of  the  law  of  February  28,  1878,  was  ill-advised,  and  that  it 
should  be  repealed,  or  radically  modified.  These  objections  are 
met  by  the  reply  that  the  country  is  now  in  a  highly  prosperoa* 
condition,  and  it  would  be  best  to  'Met  well  enough  alone."  To 
this  the  rejoinder  is,  that  it  is  certainly  best  now  and  always  to 
let  well  enough  alone,  but  this  aphorism,  like  many  others,  is 
merely  a  curt  way  of  begging  the  question.  The  real  question 
which  is  raised  is,  whether  the  present  silver  law  is  well  enongb; 
if  80,  then  by  all  means  let  it  alone ;  if  not,  then  it  should  be 
reconsidered,  and  either  amended  or  repealed.  The  object  of 
this  paper  is  to  inquire  whether  the  silver  law  is  well  enough  to 
remain  upon  the  statute  book,  or  ill  enough  to  demand  a  recon- 
sideration. 

Among  the  causes  which  tend  to  promote  prosperity  is  a  wise 
system  of  monetary  laws.  Among  those  which  tend  to  bring 
adversity  is  an  unwise  system  of  monetary  laws.  The  wise  sys- 
tem, however,  will  not  alone  insure  prosperity,  though  it  may 
go  far  towards  it,  and  prosperity  may  come  and  abide  with  ns 
for  a  season  in  spite  of  the  bad  system  which  will  make  itself 
felt  only  in  the  long  run  by  making  the  adversity,  which  is  sure 
to  follow,  the  more  severe.  If  the  silver  law  be  a  bad  lair, 
therefore,  we  need  not  expect  to  feel  its  effects  sorely  during  the 
flood  tide,  but  we  cannot  hope  to  escape  its  pressnre  during  the 
ebb.     If  it  be  a  bad  law  the  time  to  amend  it  is  most  assuredly 
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during  the  period  of  prosperity.  To  amend  it  undoubtedly  will 
inTolve  some  sacrifice,  but  a  sacrifice  made  to  secure  immunity 
from  the  consequences  which  must  inevitably  follow  the  omission 
to  do  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time.  It  is  better  to  do  this 
out  of  our  plenty  than  to  wait  in  order  to  do  it,  or  pay  the 
penalty  of  not  doing  it  out  of  our  poverty  and  adversity.  If  it 
be  a  bad  law,  then  the  policy  of  "letting  well  enough  alone"  is 
as  wise  as  the  man  we  have  so  often  heard  of  in  the  story  of  the 
Arkansas  Traveller,  who  would  not  mend  his  roof  in  fair  weather 
because  it  give  him  no  trouble,  and  who  could  not  mend  it  in  the 
rain  without  getting  wet  and  taking  cold. 

In  comprehending  the  merits  of  the  law  of  February  28,  18T8, 
we  shall  be  materially  assisted  by  taking  a  brief  review  of  the 
history  of  our  metallic  currency.  And  this  is  all  the  more  essen- 
tial since  the  arguments  which  were  employed  to  sustain  its  pass- 
'  age  had  recourse  to  this  same  history,  and  the  dollar  which  that 
law  ordained  is  claimed  to  be  the  dollar  of  our  fathers,  and  to 
embody  a  return  to  the  policy,  which  originated  from  the  wis- 
dom of  the  founders  of  the  Republic,  and  which  has  prevailed 
without  interruption  throughout  the  eventful  and  glorious  years 
of  our  adolescence  and  early  manhood,  until  it  was  interrupted 
by  a  stealthy  device  sprung  upon  an  unsuspecting  Congress,  and 
passed  without  anybody,  except  its  authors,  being  aware  of  its 
dangerous  nature  and  iniquitous  purpose. 

At  the  close  of  the  War  of  Independence  one  of  the  earliest 
subjects  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  statesmen  and  legislators, 
who  were  laying  the  foundations  of  a  great  nation,  was  a  national 
coinage  and  legal  tender.  The  subject  was  a  difficult  and  deli- 
cate one.  In  the  several  States  there  was  a  sufficiently  good 
system  of  weights  and  measures,  which  was  uniform  throughout 
all  of  them.  A  bushel,  a  quart,  a  pound  avoirdupois  meant  tho 
same  thing  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia.  But  with  money 
it  was  very  different.  The  only  coins  in  use  were,  for  the  most 
part,  foreign,  of  many  kinds,  and  a  few  colonial  coins.  In  the 
moneys  of  account  the  same  terms  were  applied  to  coins  or  nomi- 
nal moneys  with  widely  different  significations  and  values.  Four 
shillings  might  signify  in  New  Hampshire  the  same  thing  as 
twenty  to  twenty-two  shillings  in  Georgia,  provided  a  definite 
understanding  could  be  reached  as  to  the  kind  of  coin  to  be  used 
in  a  given  transaction,  and  discordiinces  only  a  little  less  wide 
existed  between  moneys  of  the  same  name  used  in  other  States. 
While  all  of  the  nations  with  which  the  new  States  held  traffic 
bad  comparatively  respectable  coinages — some  of  them  very  good 
ones — America  had  none,  and  became  the  dumping  ground  of 
debased  and  abraded  coins  swept  out  of  the  circulation  of  richer 
and  more  populous  nations.  There  was  no  legal  tender,  and  it  was 
necessary  for  contracts  to  specify  in  what  kind  of  foreign  coin  they 
should  be  paid,  and  should  any  foreign  State  see  fit  to  debase  its 
coins  the  creditor,  unless  otherwise  specially  protected  and  guar- 
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anteed,  might  be  liable  to  goffer  bj  the  debasement.  The  neces- 
sity for  a  national  coinage  was  apparent,  bat  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  establishing  it  and  making  it  practical  were  veiy  con- 
siderable, and  required  the  greatest  wisdom  and  care  in  the 
framing.  The  leading  statesmen  and  financiers  of  that  day  fnllj 
appreciated  them,  and  displayed  great  wisdom  in  dealing  with 
them.  A  careful  perusal  of  the  State  papers  of  Robert  Morris, 
Jefferson,  and  Hamilton  will  show  that,  so  far  as  the  general 
principles  of  monetary  science  are  concerned,  their  knowledge 
would  compare  favorably  with  that  of  the  ablest  financiers  of  the 
present.  In  truth,  they  adopted,  as  fundamental  principles,  pre- 
cisely the  same  generalizations  and  formal  laws  as  those  which 
are  novv  accepted  by  standard  writers  and  eminent  statesmen, 
who  mould  the  opinions  and  direct  the  monetary  policy  of  Europe 
and  America. 

The  three  eminent  men  just  mentioned  were  at  different  times 
called  upon  officially  to  propound  a  monetary  policy,  and  all 
expressed  similar  views  in  relation  to  coinage.  The  priDciples 
which  they  laid  down  may  be  summarized  substantially  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1.  Gold  and  silver  are  the  most  suitable  of  all  known  sub- 
stances for  use  as  money. 

2.  In  selecting  a  unit  of  money  it  was  important  to  choose  one 
which  was  well  known  to  the  people,  and  assimilated  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  one  common  unit  in  general  use  throughout  the 
entire  country. 

3.  Gold  is  most  suitable  for  large  money  transactions,  and  sil- 
ver for  the  commoner  and  smaller  transactions. 

4.  Whether  both  metals  could  be  used  with  unlimited  legal 
tender  power,  would  depend  upon  certain  conditions  which  could 
be  determined  only  by  actual  experiment.  It  was  recognired 
that  both  metals  had  their  market  values,  which  could  not  be 
controlled  or  modified  by  legislation ;  that  an  ounce  of  gold  was 
worth  between  14^  to  15^  times  as  much  as  an  ounce  of  silver; 
though  the  exact  ratio,  even  if  it  existed,  could  not  be  ascertained. 

5.  If  it  wore  desirable  to  attempt  to  maintain  a  coinage  of  two 
metals  with  unlimited  legal  tender  power  for  both,  and  with  the 
same  denominations,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  gold  unit 
should  have  precisely  the  same  value  as  the  silver  unit;  for,  if 
the  value  of  the  one  were  less  than  that  of  the  other,  then  the 
less  valuable  one  would  alone  be  coined  and  would  monopolise 
the  circulation. 

6.  But  even  if  the  coinage  were  so  regulated  that  the  gold  and 
silver  units  should  for  the  time  being  have  equal  values,  this 
equality  is  liable  to  disappear  in  consequence  of  changes  in  the 
relative  market  values  of  the  two  metals ;  and  whenever  snch  » 
change  occurs  the  depreciated  metal  would  alone  circulate. 

7.  The  most  desirable  characteristic  of  silver  and  gold  "onr 
fathers"  believed  to  be  the  steadiness  of  their  values.    They  were 
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aware  that  they  fluctaated  somewhat — gold  varying  less  than 
silver — but  sach  statistical  and  historical  knowledge  as  they  could 
procure  led  them  to  believe  that  the  fluctuations  were  very  small 
and  took  place  with  great  slowness.  This  attribute  was  a  most 
estimable  one  in  their  opinion ;  for,  they  recognized  that  a  metal- 
lic currency  endowed  with  legal  tender  power  could  not  change 
its  absolute  or  relative  value  without  modifying  the  obligations 
of  contracts.  If  the  precious  metals  rose,  the  creditors  would 
unjustly  gain,  and  the  debtors  unjustly  lose :  if  they  declined, 
the  debtors  would  unjustly  gain,  and  the  creditors  unjustly  lose. 

8.  They  believed,  on  the  whole,  that  the  ''double  standard" 
would  be,  for  a  time  at  least,  practicable.  They  believed  that  the 
great  steadiness  of  the  two  metals  would  enable  them  to  circulate 
together  for  a  considerable  time,  and  if  after  the  lapse  of  years 
a  change  should  have  developed  in  their  relative  values,  their 
descendants  would  perceive  as  readily  as  themselves,  the  nature 
of  the  difficulty,  and  apply  the, only  possible  remedy. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  fathers  apparently  believed  that  both 
gold  and  silver  should  be  maintained  in  the  coinage  with  unlim- 
ited legal  tender  power.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  they  no- 
where discuss  the  relative  advantages  of  a  bimetallic  and  mono- 
metallic coinage.  Probably  it  never  occurred  to  them  that  a 
question  of  this  nature  could  arise,  and  took  it  for  granted,  as  all 
nations  up  to  that  time  had  done,  that  silver  was  indispensable, 
and  gold  extremely  desirable,  and  hence  that  both  should  be  used 
as  unlimited  legal  tender.  It  is  not  difficult,  however,  to  suggest 
good  reasons  for  this  state  of  mind.  Very  few  people  at  that 
time  were  rich  enough  to  be  guilty  of  the  extravagance  and  risk 
of  carrying  such  a  large  sum  as  ten  dollars  in  their  pockets  ex- 
cept upon  rare  occasions.  Large  cash  transactions  were  much 
less  common  than  now,  and  small  ones  comparatively  numerous. 
Qold  coins  would  have  been  inconveniently  large  in  their  denom- 
inations, or  dangerously  small  in  size  for  the  grocery  and  country 
store.  For  a  very  poor  people  silver  is  unquestionably  a  far 
better  and  more  convenient  currency  than  gold — or  rather,  it  is 
better  for  the  primary  currency,  while  gold  is  of  secondary  ad- 
vantage. Moreover,  during  those  few  intervals  in  which  a  coin 
currency  had  taken  the  place  of  paper,  the  people  had  been 
accustomed  to  pass  silver  coins  by  tale,  while  gold,  on  account 
of  its  great  value,  bad  always  passed  by  weight  They  were  far 
more  accustomed  to  silver  than  to  gold,  and  depreciated  paper 
was  probably  more  familiar  than  either.  In  general  the  poor 
people  of  nearly  every  civilized  nation  at  that  time  used  silver 
as  their  principal  metallic  currency.  It  is  not  at  all  surprising^ 
therefore,  if  our  fathers  never  thought  of  limiting  the  use  of  sil- . 
ver  as  money. 

In  selecting  a  unit  there  was  almost  universal  approbation  of 
the  idea  that  it  shonld  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  Span- 
ish dollar  or  "piece  of  eight''  reals.     Coins  of  many  nationali* 
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ties  were  in  common  use.  The  English  denominations  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence  were  everywhere  employed,  but  with  widely 
varying  values.  There  was  one  coin  alone  which  was  everywhere 
understood,  and  which  meant  the  same  thing  "from  Maine  to 
Georgia."  The  Spanish  dollar  alone  fulfilled  the  requirement  of 
a  coin  to  which  all  the  people  of  the  States  were  accustomed. 
There  was,  however,  some  diflSculty  in  determining  just  what 
amount  of  silver  this  coin  contained.  Careful  weighing  showed 
that  pieces  of  the  same  date  and  mint  varied  considerably  id 
value.  It  was  well  known  that  the  quantity  of  silver  had  been 
intentionally  reduced  within  half  a  centnry,  the  dollar  having 
contained  in  1735  about  387  grains  of  fine  silver,  and  subse- 
quently 374,  and  then  368  grains,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained. In  fixing  the  coinage  in  1792  it  was  after  long  discussion 
enacted  that  there  should  be  struck  at  the  mint  silver  ''dollars  or 
units,  each  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Spanish  milled  dollar  as  the 
same  is  now  current,  and  to  contain  371i\  grains  of  pure,  or  416 
grains  of  standard  silver."  The  fractional  coins  contained  silver 
in  the  same  proportions  to  their  nominal  values.  By  the  same 
act  the  quantity  of  gold  in  the  ten  dollar  piece  was  fixed  at  2i^ 
grains  fine,  and  270  grains  standard.  Hence  the  ratio  of  the 
quantity  of  gold  in  a  gold  dollar  to  the  quantity  of  silver  in  a 
silver  dollar,  was  about  as  1  to  15.  The  coinage  commenced  in 
1793  and  continued  until  the  close  of  the  year  1803,  and  the  total 
number  of  silver  dollars  struck  was  less  than  1,500,000.  From 
1804  to  1840  no  silver  dollars  were  coined,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  proof  specimens.  The  coinage  of  half  dollars,  howerer, 
was  much  greater ;  but  when  their  number  relatively  to  popula- 
tion is  considered,  it  will  still  appear  very  small ;  and  the  same 
is  true  of  the  gold  coinage  of  this  period.  The  reason  is  not  far 
to  seek.  Both  gold  and  silver  were  driven  out  of  circulation  by 
paper  money. 

It  is  impossible  to  gain  a  correct  idea  of  the  financial  policy 
of  our  government  with  respect  to  coinage  and  of  the  behavior  of 
our  metallic  currency  without  taking  into  consideration  the  salient 
facts  of  our  history  relating  to  paper  money.  It  must  be  con- 
fessed that  the  American  people,  since  early  colonial  times,  have 
displayed  a  most  remarkable  predilection  for  bad  currency.  Id 
every  other  civilized  nation  the  evils  of  irredeemable  and  redun- 
dant paper  have  for  a  century  and  a  half  been  well  understood 
and  fully  acknowledged.  A  resort  to  it  has  never  been  justified 
except  by  speculators  and  communists,  unless  as  a  forced  and  de- 
plorable alternative  in  time  of  war.  The  nations  which  have 
adopted  it  have  felt  keenly  its  evils,  and,  smarting  under  them, 
have  struggled  to  emancipate  themselves  from  them.  Americans 
alone  have  refused  to  take  warning  by  bitter  experience,  and 
have  again  and  again  betaken  themselves  to  this  device,  some- 
times with  an  excuse  but  more  frequently  without  a  shadow'  of 
a  pretext.     It  has  become  a  firmly  settled  national  habit.    P^ 
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pie  are  accustomed  to  it  so  thoroughly  that  they  have  contracted 
the   coDsequeut  habit  of  preferring  the  very  conditions  of  inse- 
^^uritj,  reckless  waste,  and  instabilitj  of  all  things  financial,  to 
Bolid  and  normal  methods  of  business.    As  early  as  1690  Massa- 
chusetts began  the  issue  of  bank  paper  in  irredeemable  quantity, 
and   her  example  was  qnickly  followed  by  other  colonies.     As 
fast  as  one  issue  depreciated  into  worthlessness  it  was  followed 
by  another.     Hardly  an  act  of  recklessness  and  folly  which  can 
be  attached  to  such  a  measure  was  omitted.     The  issues  were 
accompanied  by  acts  making  them  a  legal  tender  and  a  forced 
circulation,  and  were  followed  by  arbitrary  and  even  cruel  laws 
designed  to  regulate  their  value.     Penalties  were  fixed  for  refus- 
ing  them  or  for  depreciating  them,  and  these  were  harsh  and 
even  outrageous.     Numberless  persons  were  robbed  and  ruined 
without  knowing  how  or  why,  while  others  grew  suddenly  rich, 
and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  ones  who  suffered  were  those 
who  had  before  been  honest,  industrious,  and  thrifty,  and  those 
who  prospered  were  chiefly  those  who  had  speculated  and  cheated 
snccessfully.     The  hard-earned  savings  of  the  many  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  pockets  of  the  few.     And  then  came  complaints 
and  outcries  from  thousands  who  had  been  victimized  and  who 
clamored  for  redress.     Tet  the  people  who  had  been  plundered 
were  the  very  ones  who,  by  their  votes  and  through  their  dele- 
gates to  the  colonial  legislatures,  had  effected  the  paper  issues 
and  ordained  the  instrumentality  by  which  they  had  been  ruined 
against  the  protests  of  wiser  and  richer  men  and  over  the  vetoes 
of  governors  who  understood  and  vainly  prophesied  the  disastrous 
consequences.     When  the  people  had  reaped  the  crop  they  had 
sown  and  tasted  its  bitterness,  the  remedy  which  they  demanded 
was  more  paper  money,  and  more  was  issued.     The  result  was 
perfectly  natural.     It  gave  at  first  some  apparent  relief,  which 
was  quickly  followed  by  distress  greater  than  before.     After 
several  repetitions  of  this  indulgence  "our  fathers"  began  to 
realize  the  true  cause  of  the  difficulty  and  attempted  to  recover 
lost  ground,  but  found  that  the  downward  road  was  much  easier 
to  travel  than  the  upward.     Qood  resolutions  gave  way  before 
difficulties,  and  as  national  calamities  are  soon  forgotten  or  only 
vaguely  remembered,  and  as  the  sons  are  ever  ready  to  repeat 
the  errors  of  their  fathers,  the  intervals  of  abstinence  were  gene- 
rally short,  and  were  followed  by  a  relapse  into  the  old  vice. 
Issue  followed   issue  in  dreary  snccession.     Every  scheme  for 
"  basing"  bank  issues  which  ingenuity  and  cupidity  could  devise 
to  tempt  people  to  accept  paper  was  resorted  to,  each  new  plan 
professing  to  avoid  the  errors  of  its  predecessors  and  to  rest  upon 
a  secure  foundation.     At  length,  in  1T51,  the  representations  of 
the  colonial  governors  and  substantial  merchants  were  effectual 
in  securing  an  act  of  Parliament  prohibiting  all  paper  issues  ex- 
cept exchequer  bills  redeemable  in  one  year  with  interest,  or  in 
four  years  in  case  of  war,  and  the  colonies  made  a  more  serious 
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attempt  to  return  to  specie  pajments.  Some  progress  had  been 
made,  when  war  with  France  broke  out,  and  the  printing  press 
famished  the  ways  and  means.  Fortunately,  the  large  ransom 
paid  by  the  French  for  the  return  of  Louisbourg  pat  Massachu- 
setts in  possession  of  a  considerable  sum  of  silver  and  gold,  with 
which  that  colony  was  enabled  to  bay  up  her  paper  at  about 
eleyen  for  one,  and  base  her  transactions  for  a  time  thereafter 
upon  specie.  The  interval  of  specie  payments,  however,  was  a 
short  one ;  but  it  was  fall  of  instraction,  and  incalcates  a  lesson 
which  mutatis  mutandis  may  be  pondered  with  great  advantage 
at  the  present  time. 

"  Scarcely  had  specie  come  into  circulation  in  Massachasetta 
when  it  was  found  that,  although  the  remittance  had  been  in 
silver,  gold  from  the  West  Indies  began  to  stay  in  the  colony. 
The  question  of  making  it  legal  tender  as  well  as  silver  soon 
began  to  be  agitated.  It  circulated  of  course,  not  being  legal 
tender,  at  its  weight.  An  act  was  passed  in  1762  to  make  gold 
legal  tender  at  2|d.  per  grain.  At  this  rate  it  was  more  profit- 
able for  the  debtor  to  pay  in  gold  than  in  silver.  The  [silver] 
currency  was  depreciated  five  per  cent,  by  this  operation,  and,  as 
Hutchinson  declared  at  the  time  must  fpllow,  this  drove  silver 
out  of  circulation.  Some  hints  also  show  that  barter  currency 
was  still  allowed  in  the  payment  of  taxes.  Silver  now  became 
scarce,  and  the  next  stage  was  a  new  agitation  in  IT 67  for  paper 
money."    [Prof.  W.  G.  Sumner,  History  of  American  Currency.] 

For  several  years  the  agitation  in  favor  of  paper  money  in 
Massachusetts  was  not  successful.  But  the  other  colonies  were 
flooded  with  it,  and  when  the  war  of  the  Revolution  commenced, 
Massachasetts  was  forced  to  admit  the  circulation  of  notes  from 
other  colonies.  The  principal  facts  connected  with  the  issue  of 
paper  by  the  Congress  of  the  Revolution  are  familiar  to  all. 
When  the  war  came  there  was  scarcely  any  other  currency  in  use 
in  the  colonies ;  the  specie  had  flown  away  to  other  countries, 
and  there  was  apparently  no  other  resource.  How  far  this  pro* 
ceeding  was  wise  it  is  difficult  at  this  time  to  judge.  It  seems 
certain,  however,  that  nothing  less  than  ntter  desperation  can 
ever  warrant  such  extravagant  use  of  this  expedient  as  was  made 
at  that  time.  The  needless  suffering  and  cruel  injustice  which 
it  inflicted  upon  the  very  class  which  was  most  patriotic  and 
deserving  passes  all  estimate.  In  1780  it  ceased  to  circulate 
from  sheer  worthlessness,  and  the  scanty  supply  of  coin  which 
had  been  hoarded  during  the  paper  deluge  came  forth  and  took 
its  place. 

In  1781  the  Bank  of  North  America  was  chartered  at  Phila- 
delphia, which  issued  notes  redeemable  in  specie.  This  bank 
appeared  to  be  solvent,  but  people  had  become  so  distrustful  of 
paper  money  that  it  found  difficulty  in  circulating  its  notes,  until 
a  long  period  of  maintenance  of  specie  payments  slowly  created 
confidence.     The  example  gave  rise  to  other  banks  of  similar 
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nature  which  issued  notes  which  were  redeemable — at  least  pro- 
fessedly— in  coin  at  sight.  '  The  Federal  Congress  refused  to  re- 
charter  the  Bank  of  North  America  in  1788,  and  similarly  re- 
fused to  charter  any  other  bank,  but  the  State  legislatures  sup- 
plied this  deficiency.  There  was  a  notable  difference  between 
this  mode  of  sustaining  a  paper  circulation  and  that  which  had 
prevailed  in  the  colonies.  These  bank  issues  were  professedly 
at  least,  and  at  the  outset,  undoubtedly,  based  upon  coin  redemp- 
tion on  demand.  The  colonial  bank-issues  were  irredeemable 
and  based  "on  wind."  But  the  State  bank  system  had  from  the 
beginning  inherent  defects  which  in  time  proved  to  be  the  source 
of  evils  only  a  little  less  serious  than  those  which  had  beset  and 
disgraced  the  colonial  system.  There  was  no  maximum  limit 
to  the  amount  of  notes  which  they  might  issue,  and  no  minimum 
limit  to  the  amount  of  coin  which  they  must  keep  on  hand  for 
redeeming  the  notes.  These  limits  rested  wholly  upon  the  dis- 
cretion and  honor  of  the  bankers,  and  the  willingness  of  people 
to  accept  and  pass  the  notes,  and  refrain  from  presenting  them. 
The  result  was  that  many  banks  pushed  their  circulation  to  the 
utmost  and  reduced  their  specie  to  the  lowest  limit  they  dared 
to.  Many  banks  collapsed,  leaving  millions  of  worthless  notes 
in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  and  the  credit  of  the  best  banks 
suffered  by  reflection. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  difficult  at  present  to  ascertain  with  all 
desirable  exactitude  the  part  which  gold  and  silver  performed  in 
the  currency  of  the  country  during  the  first  quarter  of  this  cen- 
tury. There  were  very  many  banks  in  the  New  England  and 
Middle  States  which  were  managed  by  as  sound  and  conserva- 
tive a  policy  as  the  general  system  would  admit  of.  In  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  the  disease  of  a  rotten  currency,  had  greatly 
abated  and  the  malady  was  transferred  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  States.  Coin  was  used  in  the  New  England  and 
Mid^dle  States  in  notable  quantity,  but  paper  was  still  the  chief 
circulation.  The  use  of  coin  at  all  CTcnts  was  sufficient  to  ren- 
der potent  and  oppressive  an  evil  which  had  been  growing  ever 
since  the  first  coinage  act  in  1792,  and  which  had  reached  serious 
proportions  in  1820.  There  was  very  little  gold  in  the  country, 
and  very  little  came  in  from  abroad.  When  the  balance  of  trade 
was  in  our  favor  the  balances  were  remitted  chiefly  in  silver. 
When  it  was  against  us  a  great  demand  arose  for  gold  to  settle 
it,  and  very  little  gold  was  procurable.  To  financiers  the  cause 
oft  he  trouble  was  perfectly  obvious.  A  hundred  dollars  in 
gold  had  by  law  in  America  the  same  debt-paying  power  as  & 
hundred  dollars  in  silver.  In  Europe  $100  in  gold  would  pay 
as  much  indebtedness  as  $106  in  silver.  No  merchant  would 
send  to  Europe,  if  he  could  help  it,  $106  when  $100  would  do 
equally  well.  Nor  would  an  Englishman  send  £106  worth  of 
gold  to  America  when  £100  worth  of  silver  would  be  just  as  good. 
Hence  we  sent  to  Europe  all  the  gold  we  could  muster  and 
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Europe  sent  back  silver.  The  waut  of  gold  was  a  real  want 
It  was  needed  to  pay  domestic  exchanges.  The  extent  of  moa- 
etarj  transactions  had  so  much  increased  that  silver  was  too 
bulky  and  inconvenient,  not  only  for  the  gross  transactions  aDd 
clearances,  but  even  for  many  of  the  smaller  local  settlements  of 
accounts.  An  agitation  arose  for  the  restoration  of  gold  to  the 
currency,  and  waxed  stronger  and  more  clamorous.  Nothing, 
however,  was  accomplished  by  legislation  until  1834.  The 
proper  remedy  for  the  scarcity  of  gold  was  easy  to  discern. 

When  the  first  coinage  act  of  1792  was  passed,  its  intention 
was  to  make  the  bullion  values  of  the  gold  and  silver  dollars 
equal  to  each  other,  and  also  equal  to  the  old  Spanish  dollar  as 
then  current.  The  projectors  and  authors  of  that  act  were  follj 
aware  that  with  the  lapse  of  time  the  bullion  values  of  the  two 
might  diverge,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the  metal  of  lower 
value  would  monopolize  the  coin  circulation.  But  they  pre- 
sumed that  their  successors  would  judge  for  themselves  whether 
both  standards  were  necessary  or  advantageous,  and  would,  if 
they  desired  both,  again  equalize  their  values  by  altering  the 
coinage  to  conform  to  the  changed  market  values  of  the  two 
metals.  In  this  they  were  justified  by  the  action  of  Congress  io 
1834.  The  expedient  required  for  bringing  back  gold  must  ob- 
viously be  either  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  gold  in  the  gold 
dollar  or  to  increase  the  quantity  of  silver  in  the  silver  dollar. 
But  of  which  metal  should  the  rating  be  changed  ? 

It  is  well  to  look  carefully  into  this  question,  for  it  involves  far 
more  than  appears  upon  the  surface.  The  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion as  applied  to  1834  is  that  the  rating  of  gold  should  be 
changed  and  that  of  silver  preserved.  The  reasoning  upoa 
which  this  answer  is  founded  is  as  follows :  Silver  was  at  that 
time,  "  by  a  large  majority,"  the  coin  in  daily  use.  It  had  been 
80  for  fifteen  years.  Most  of  the  obligations  which  bad  been  in- 
curred involving  the  payment  or  receipt  of  money,  so  far  as^hey 
involved  the  functions  of  coin,  meant  silver  coin.  People  so 
understood  and  accepted. '  If  dollars  were  spoken  of,  they  meant 
silver  dollars  or  bank  paper  redeemable  in  silver  dollars.  Gold 
was  out  of  the  question,  and  banks  and  merchants  never  dealt  in 
gold  except  with  an  eye  to  foreign  exchange.  To  have  altered 
the  rating  of  silver,  therefore,  would  have  altered  every  time 
obligation  and  every  form  of  valuation.  It  would  have  been  a 
virtual  violation  of  the  constitutional  provision  which  prohibits 
the  passage  of  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts. 
On  the  other  hand,  no  such  difficulty  or  evil  attached  to  a  change 
in  the  rating  of  gold.  Possibly  a  few  contracts  might  ha^« 
been  running  specifying  gold  coin  as  the  medium  of  payments, 
but  they  could  have  been  but  of  small  magnitude  in  comparison 
with  those  which  were  payable  implicitly  or  explicitly  in  siWef 
or  its  equivalent     Hence  an  increase  in  the  rating  of  gold,  or, 
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in  other  words,  a  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  gold  in  the  dollar 
was  resolved  on  and  became  a  law. 

Three  years  later,  in  183T,  a  revision  of  the  coinage  laws  was 
made  in  which  the  quantity  of  silver  in  the  silver  dollar  was 
slightly  increased.  The  act  of  1792  provided  for  371^  grains  of 
fine  silver  and  416  grains  standard  ;  while  the  act  of  1837  made 
it  375  grains  fine  and  412^  grains  standard,  which  is  precisely 
the  same  as  the  present  silver  dollar.  The  last-named  act 
made  no  material  change  in  the  gold  coinage  from  the  act 
of  1834.  Hence  subsequent  to  1837  the  mint  ratio  for  the 
values  of  the  two  metafe  was  1:  16,  i.e.,  the  legal  tender 
power  of  an  ounce  of  gold  was  made  equal  to  that  of  16  ounces 
of  silver  very  nearly.  It  is  now  very  generally  conceded  that 
this  ratio  overvalued  gold  somewhat  and  undervalued  silver, 
and  its  effect  was  very  speedy.  In  a  few  years  silver  coin  be- 
came very  scarce,  while  gold  became  as  abundant  as  could  be 
expected  in  a  country  where  the  chief  currency  was  paper.  So 
far  as  coin  became  a  basis  or  standard  of  valuation  gold  at 
lengtli  took  the  place  which  had  formerly  been  occupied  by  sil- 
ver. Very  soon  after  1837  we  became  a  monometallic  gold- 
nsin^  nation  by  virtue  of  these  changes,  though  at  what  precise 
period  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  as  nearly  as  can  be  now  inferred, 
the  change  took  place  about  1840  to  1842. 

The  discoveries  of  gold  in  California  and  Australia  introduced 
an  important  element  of  disturbance  into  the  relations  of  gold 
and  silver.  As  soon  as  it  became  manifest  that  these  rich  mine- 
ral districts  would  for  an  indefinite  period  yield  large  quantities 
of  gold,  all  students  of  monetary  science  foresaw  that  one  effect 
would  most  probably  be  a  gradual  fall  in  the  price  of  that  metal 
relatively  to  the  price  of  silver.  These  anticipations  were  quickly 
verified,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  value  of  gold  bullion 
rated  in  silver  had  evidently  depreciated.  Besides  this  cause, 
which  was  of  world-wide  operation,  there  was  another  cause  at 
work  in  America  which  tended  to  make  silver  comparatively 
scarce,  and  the  silver  coins  in  circulation  of  inferior  quality. 
Ever  since  colonial  times  Spanish  coins  had  been  extensively 
used,  and  the  coinage  acts  of  our  government  had  made  them 
unlimited  legal  tender.  The  rating  of  silver  coins  in  other  coun- 
tries had  become  such  that  America  was  an  exceptionally  good 
market  for  them,  and  they  circulated  freely  for  change.  They 
became  much  abraded,  and  no  effort  had  been  made  to  call  them 
in  and  recoin  them.  The  national  fractional  coinage  was  of  full 
weight,  and  also  unlimited  legal  tender.  The  abraded  condition 
of  the  Spanish  coins  rendered  them  of  inferior  value,  and  by  the 
well  known  law  they  displaced  the  better  coinage  of  our  own 
country.  By  the  act  of  1853  the  fractional  silver  coins  were  de- 
based. The  silver  dollar,  however,  was  retained  at  its  full  value, 
412^  grains  standard  and  375  grains  fine,  with  unlimited  legal 
tender.    The  Spanish  coins  were  demonetized  in  1857  and  under- 
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rated,  and,  of  coarse,  they  qnickly  went  into  the  melting  pots. 
The  object  of  debasing  the  fractional  coins  was  to  keep  them  id 
the  country  as  money — to  prevent  their  being  exported  or  melted, 
and  avoid  the  expense  of  coining  more  to  replace  those  which 
might  be  thus  treated.  A  necessary  part  of  this  plan  was  to 
limit  their  legal  tender  to  small  sums,  and  that  the  govemmeot 
should  reserve  to  itself  the  right  to  have  them  struck  and  monop- 
olize the  profits  arising  from  the  debasement. 

The  effect  of  the  law  of  1863  was  simply  to  establish  and  in- 
troduce  a  very  good  fractional  currencjr  in  the  place  of  a  bad  one. 
It  had  no  other  effect,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  other  was 
contemplated.  Probably  the  real  reason  for  leaving  the  siher 
dollar  in  statu  quo  was  that  the  higher  and  more  inexorable  laws 
of  trade  had  already  taken  care  of  it.  These  laws  had  expelled 
it,  and  the  legislators  of  1853  did  not  see  fit  to  attempt  to  recall 
it.  The  logic  of  the  Act  may  be  summed  up  in  a  very  few  words. 
Silver  money — both  dollars  and  fractions — had  substantially  gone 
out  of  coinage,  and  Congressmen  knew  perfectly  well  the  reason 
why.  They  recalled  the  fractional  coins,  because  they  wanted 
them.  They  omitted  to  recall  the  silver  dollars  because  they  did 
not  want  them. 

The  coinage  of  silver  dollars  from  1840  to  1873  was  only 
$6,595,021,  and  from  1793  to  1873  the  total  number  coined  was 
$8,045,838.  Of  these  nearly  the  whole  were  exported  to  the 
silver  using  countries,  and  it  may  be  said  with  exactitude  that 
the  silver  dollar  never  formed  any  appreciable  part  of  our  domes- 
tic circulation.  Its  enumeration  in  the  list  of  coins  of  unlimited 
tender  was  practically  a  dead  letter  subsequent  to  1834,  and 
probably  from  a  still  older  date.  Gold  had  completely  supplanted 
it,  and  silver  had  logically  and  by  the  force  of  circumstances 
taken  the  place  of  a  subsidiary  currency  with  a  limited  legal 
tender. 

In  1873,  when  the  prospect  of  specie  payments  seemed  to  take 
definite  shape  in  the  not  distant  future,  the  subject  of  a  revision 
of  the  coinage  laws  came  up  as  an  essential  step  in  the  gradual 
progress  towards  thrft  consummation.  For  eleven  years  tho  sole 
money  of  the  country  in  use  for  domestic  purposes  was  made  of 
paper,  except  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Nevada.  But  for  for- 
eign exchanges,  for  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  duties  on 
imports,  coin  had  been  used,  and,  it  is  needless  to  say,  gold  coin 
only  or  bullion.  Silver  had  disappeared  entirely  from  use,  except 
for  change  in  those  limited  transactions.  To  whatsoever  extent 
coin  was  used,  the  only  coin  was  of  gold.  Premiums  were  gold 
premiums.  The  measure  of  foreign  exchange  was  a  golden 
measure.  Silver  had  dropped  so  completely  out  of  sight  that 
it  is  probable  that  not  one  person  in  a  thousand  in  the  country 
knew  certainly  that  a  silver  dollar  was  a  legal  possibility  with 
nnlimited  legal  tender.  Probably  not  one  person  in  a  hundred 
then  living  had  ever  seen  one  within  twenty  or  thirty  years. 
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A  few  merchants  in  California  and  New  York,  however,  had  occa- 
Bion  to  use  small  quantities  of  these  dollars  for  export  to  China, 
and  to  a  very  small  extent  to  some  of  the  small  colonies  of  the 
West  Indies,  and  even  to  South  America.  Hence  the  mint  re- 
ports show  the  coinage  of  a  few  hundred  thousand  silver  dollars 
each  year  from  1841  to  1873.  In  revising  the  coinage  laws  it 
was  considered  advisable  to  omit  the  old  silver  dollar  from  the 
list  of  coins  and  substitute  the  trade  dollar,  which  was  slightly 
heavier  and  more  valuable,  and  which  would  be  received  much 
more  freely  by  the  Chinese,  thus  giving  a  good  market  for  some 
of  the  silver  from  the  western  mines.  The  new  trade  dollars 
were  made  legal  tender  only  tx>  the  amount  of  five  dollars,  and 
thus  the  silver  dollar  as  money  of  unlimited  tender,  and  as  a 
standard  of  value,  disappeared  from  the  statute  book. 

The  amount  and  energetic  character  of  the  denunciation  which 
has  been  fulminated  against  the  authors  of  the  action  which 
definitively  abolished  the  silver  dollar  is  something  amazing. 
Never  was  denunciation  more  unreasonable  and  unjustifiable. 
It  was  dropped  because  it  was  obsolete ;  nobody  had  any  use 
for  it  except  a  few  merchants  dealing  with  China ;  and  for  their 
especial  accommodation  the  trade  dollar  was  provided  and  proved 
to  be  a  much  more  desirable  article.  Its  omission  from  the  list 
of  coins  had  at  the  time  no  more  significance  than  the  omission 
to  provide  for  any  other  thing  which  had  ceased  to  be  functional. 
It  was  said  to  have  been  demonetized  by  stealth.  That  it 
'attracted  no  attention  at  the  time  is  doubtless  true.  Why  should 
it  have  attracted  attention  ?  It  had  no  more  importance  as  to 
existing  facts  than  the  omission  to  provide  for  the  coining  of  old 
Hebrew  shekels  or  Roman  sesterces.  It  is  said  that  it  "  took 
away  a  right  and  a  privilege."  What  right;  and  what  privilege  ? 
Was  it  the  right  and  privilege  of  sending  silver  to  the  mint  to 
be  coined  into  dollars  worth  three  per  cent,  less  as  money  than 
as  bullion  in  order  to  pay  debts  with  them  ?  A  man  who  wanted 
such  a  privilege  or  demanded  such  a  right  wonld  then  have  stood 
in  need  of  a  supervisor.  The  mints  had  been  open  to  the  world 
for  forty  years,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  a  single  human  being 
had  in  that  time  sent  a  pound  of  silver  there  to  be  turned  into 
dollars  for  purposes  of  legal  tender.  No — :  this  was  not  what 
was  desired.  The  privilege  which  was  withheld  was  the  pri- 
vilege of  paying  with  silver,  debts  which  had  been  contracted 
in  gold,  after  silver  had  fallen  from  twelve  to  twenty  per  cent,  in 
value.  The  equity,  morality,  and  policy  of  attempting  to  enforce 
such  payments  will  be  discussed  presently. 

The  fall  in  the  gold  price  of  silver  within  the  last  six  years  is 
undoubtedly  the  most  remarkable  event  in  the  history  of  the 
precious  metals.  Th^  causes  are  now  tolerably  well  known,  viz  : 
the  demonetization  of  silver  by  the  European  nations,  the  inability 
of  India  to  absorb  its  usual  annual  supply,  and  the  greatly  in- 
creased production  of  the  American  mines.     It  is  claimed  by 
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some  that  gold  on  the  contrary  has  absolntclj  risen  in  price.  The 
causes  which  have  occasioned  the  fall  of  silver  have,  it  is  urged, 
been  inverted  as  to  gold.  The  change  from  silver  to  gold  ia 
Germany  and  Scandinavia  has  created  an  abnormal  and  great 
demand  for  the  latter  ntetal,  and  mining  statistics  indicate  a 
diminution  in  the  gold  yield  of  America  and  Australia  when  the 
last  ten  years  are  compared  with  the  preceding  twenty.  It 
seems  very  probable  that  gold  has  actually  risen.  It  is,  however, 
extremely  diflScult  to  say  how  much  even  very  approximately,  and 
an  exact  determination  of  the  amount  of  fluctuation  is  imprac- 
ticable. On  the  whole,  the  amount  of  change  in  the  value  of  gold 
has  probably  been  small  while  the  absolute  depreciation  of  sil?er 
has  with  equal  probability  been  very  great,  being  represented  by 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  difference  between  the  former  pre> 
mium  over  gold  and  the  present  discount,  t.  e.  between  103  in 
1869  and  87^  in  1880. 

The  Act  of  February  28th,  1878,  must  ever  be  regarded  by 
students  of  money  as  one  of  the  strangest  and  most  unjustifiable 
actions  ever  performed  by  a  legislative  body  in  dealing  with 
monetary  affairs.  A  century  ago  almost  any  nation  might  hare 
committed  an  extravagant  financial  blunder.  Sixty  years  ago 
any  nation  excepting  England,  France,  and  Germany  might  ba^e 
fallen  into  serious  error  about  its  money.  But  that  a  nation 
having  so  much  wealth  and  intelligence  as  the  United  States 
should  have  rushed  pell  mell  into  such  a  trap  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  nineteenth  century  without  the  slightest  pretext  passes 
comprehension.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Congress 
taken  as  a  body  are  a  class  of  able  men,  worthy  of  the  great 
nation  they  represent.  They  passed  this  act  in  response  to 
what  seems  to  have  been  an  overwhelming  movement  and  senti- 
ment coming  from  the  masses  of  voters,  and  probably  felt,  inde- 
pendently of  their  own  convictions  as  to  the  merits  of  the  question 
itself,  that  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  vote  upon  it  in  conformity 
with  the  views  of  their  constituents.  Most  of  them  however, 
probably  accepted  the  popular  view  of  the  subject  and  believed 
in  it.  Yet,  that  view  is  antagonized  by  nine-tenths  of  the  stu- 
dents of  money  and  financiers  of  Europe  and  America.  Any 
writer  upon  the  subject  must  discuss  it  with  a  profound  de- 
ference for  the  opinions  of  our  "conscript  fathers."  Yet  in  the 
two  years  which  have  elapsed  since  that  bill  was  passed,  it  has 
been  subjected  to  careful  analysis  and  criticism,  and  the  general 
bearing  and  effects  of  the  measure  have  been  made  much  clearer 
than  they  were  then.  The  result  of  that  criticism  I  believe  to 
be  a  clear  showing  that  the  act  remonetizing  silver  was  unwise, 
impolitic,  and  unless  reversed,  is  now  fraught  with  great  im- 
pending evil  to  the  country. 

The  arguments  used  to  sustain  the  measure  were  numerous. 
The  most  conspicuous  one  held  up  to  the  U  iroxxoi  was  the  catch- 
word of  **  the  dollar  of  our  fathers."    It  would  be  a  needless 
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insult  to  charge  anj  congressman  with  believing  that  the  use  of 
any  particalar  dollar  by  our  great-grandfathers  was  a  reason  for 
retaining  it  if  the  intervening  period  had  brought  into  use  a 
better  and  more  convenient  substitute.  We  might  as  well  use 
the  same  argument  for  re-arming  our  troops  with  blunderbusses 
and  revert  to  travelling  by  stage  coaches.  The  dollar  of  our 
fathers  was  a  very  protean  thing,  and  by  far  the  commonest  form 
it  took  was  that  of  paper,  the  filthiest  form  of  filthy  lucre.  The 
value  which  they  themselves  put  upon  it  is  best  illustrated  by 
recalling  the  names  they  gave  it,  "wild  cat,"  "red  dog,"  "coon 
box"  money.  Among  the  many  forms  of  fossil  dollars  that  of 
1837  was  selected. 

Another  argument  which  was  used  was  that  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States  consisted  of  bonds,  which  w^re  sold  for  paper 
money  at  a  time  when  coin  was  at  a  very  high  premium,  and  that 
if  they  were  repaid  even  in  depreciated  silver,  the  bondholders 
would  receive  far  more  than  the  first  purchasers  paid  for  them ; 
whereas  strict  equity  would  have  been  more  than  satisfied  if  they 
were  paid  in  paper.  It  was  admitted,  however,  that  the  Act  of 
March  18th,  1869,  declaring  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
was  solemnly  pledged  to  their  payment  in  coin,  settled  the  matter 
so  far  as  paper  was  concerned.  This  resolution  was  asserted  to 
have  been  unwise  and  unjust,  and  framed  in  the  interest  of  bond- 
holders at  the  expense  of  poorer  tax-payers ;  but  it  must  be  rec- 
ognized as  valid.  But  it  was  still  left  optional  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  its  bonds  in  silver,  because  the  silver  dollar  was  a 
lawful  coin  of  unlimited  legal  tender  when  that  resolution  was 
passed,  and  the  Government  would  be  unjust  to  itself  and  to  its 
tax-payers  if  it  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  option. 

This  argument  does  not  fully  and  fairly  state  the  premises,  and 
is  very  wide  of  the  mark  in  its  conclusion.  Whatever  option 
may  have  remained  in  18G9  was  swept  away  by  the  coinage  act 
of  1873  leaving  gold  as  the  only  lawful  medium  of  payment. 
That  option  was  abandoned  because  gold  was,  and  for  thirty 
years  bad  been,  the  cheaper  metal,  and  the  only  metal  used  for 
unlimited  coin  payments.  It  was  abandoned  because  it  appeared 
to  be  valueless.  Nobody  objected.  The  bondholders  were  satis- 
fied because  they  regarded  their  bonds  payable  in  gold,  and  ex- 
pected nothing  better  or  worse.  The  Government,  which  owed 
the  payments,  could  not  help  being  satisfied,  because  it  had  always 
expected  to  pay  them  in  gold,  and  silver  was  the  dearer  metal. 
Soon  after  came  the  fall  of  silver.  It  was  sudden,  unexpected, 
and  unprecedented  in  amount  In  1877  the  cry  was  raised  that 
the  act  of  1873  had  taken  from  the  people  the  advantage  of  this 
depreciation  for  scaling  down  their  public  debt,  and  a  bill  was 
introduced  for  the  coinage  of  silver  dollars  of  41 2^  grains,  with 
unlimited  legal  tender,  and  containing  instructions  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  them  out  in  discharging  the  coin 
obligations  of  the  government.     It  was  at  once  protested  that 
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this  was  practical  repudiation.  In  1873  silver  was  demonetised, 
and  the  public  debt  was  ipso  facto  made  payable  in  gold  coin 
only.  Subsequently  millions  of  this  debt  changed  hands  and  was 
bought  from  day  to  day  by  tens  of  thousands  of  ''innocent  third 
parties,''  who  thereby  acquired  the  right  to  nltimate  payment  in 
gold  coin  as  then  current.  Millions  of  the  debt  were  refunded, 
the  old  bonds  being  redeemed  and  new  ones  sold.  The  face  of 
the  new  bonds  disclosed  a  contract  to  pay  coin,  and  the  law  re- 
cognized no  coin  except  gold.  All  rational  doubt  as  to  whether 
"  coin  of  the  present  standard  value"  meant  gold  which  was  in 
universal  and  exclusive  use  in  all  coin  transactions,  or  silverp 
which  was  never  used  except  for  export,  was  put  at  rest  by  the 
formal  abrogation  of  silver  in  the  regular  course  of  legislation. 
At  this  stage  the  ''Bland  Bill"  intervenes,  and  orders  the  mana< 
facture  of  millions  of  a  new  coin  having  a  much  less  value  than 
that  which  the  bond  specifies,  and  makes  them  legal  tender  for 
all  debts,  public  and  private.  Is  it  possible  for  anybody  to  show 
that  this  is  not  a  repudiation  of  a  portion  of  the  public  debt? 

As  regards  those  bonds  which  were  refunded  after  the  passage 
of  the  Bland  bill,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  they  are  hon- 
estly payable  either  in  silver  or  in  gold.  It  was  a  clear  case  of 
caveat  emptor.  The  great  notoriety  given  to  the  discnssion  of 
this  measure  was  abundant  notice  to  all  purchasers  that  the  bonds 
which  they  were  buying  for  gold  would  be  liable  to  redemption 
in  silver.  Still  there  is  a  moral  taint  about  even  these.  The 
procedure  was  a  "shoving"  of  a  debased  standard  upon  the  valu- 
ation of  a  class  of  securities  which  every  consideration  of  pru- 
dence, sound  finance,  and  far-sighted  economy  should  have  induced 
Congress  to  keep  up  to  the  best  possible  standard.  The  bonds 
of  the  United  States  are  chiefly  used  for  those  investments  which 
ought  to  be  the  least  liable  to  fluctuation  in  value,  and  the  most 
sure  of  full  payment  without  rebate  at  maturity.  To  speak  more 
in  detail,  they  are  security  for  the  payment  of  the  notes  of  Na- 
tional Banks,  which  are  in  the  pocket  of  every  man  who  is  able 
to  buy  his  bread :  they  are  the  form  which  idle  funds  often  take 
while  waiting  for  the  demands  of  trade :  they  are  the  best  and 
most  proper  investment  of  trust  funds  and  the  savings  of  myriads 
of  poor  people  to  whom  security  is  of  more  importance  than  high 
interest:  they  are  the  best  "gilt-edged"  security  for  loans  by  the 
deposit  of  which  money  can  be  borrowed  at  the  lowest  rate  of 
interest.  To  debase  the  ultimate  valuation  of  these  bonds  was 
to  introduce  the  same  vice  into  them  which  has  heretofore  clouded 
the  name  of  American  finance — paying  debts  in  a  bad  currency 
and  instability  of  value :  and  the  infection  was  introduced  just 
where  it  should  have  been  most  carefully  fended  oflT. 

The  views  which  were  entertained  by  the  opponents  of  the 
Bland  bill  as  to  its  tendencies  and  ultimate  effects  agreed  as  to 
generalities  though  differing  as  to  details.  It  was  patent  that 
unless  the  Government  restricted  the  coinage  and  monopolised 
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the  profits  of  it,  the  whole  financial  fabric  of  the  country  woaM 
withia  a  year  or  so  drop  from  a  gold  to  a  silver  basis  involving 
alike  all  public  and  private  credits.  Obligations  contracted  in 
gold  or  equivalent  greenbacks  would  be  coropulsorilj  paid  in 
silver,  inflicting  great  damage  and  loss  upon  everybody,  espe- 
cially upon  the  poorer  and  less  fortunate  classes,  and  opening 
chances  to  shrewd  speculators  to  realize  handsome  profits  out  of 
the  disturbances  in  nominal  values.  The  men  of  capital  and  the 
banks  would  be  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  in  the  main, 
though  sure  to  suffer  some  loss.  It  is  their  business  to  look  out 
for  such  disturbances,  and  being  duly  warned,  would  be  well 
advised  as  to  the  means  of  breaking  the  force  of  the  blow,  though 
not  avoiding  it  altogether.  But  for  poor  people  who  earn  daily 
wages,  for  the  dependent  classes  in  general,  and  for  all  people  who 
do  not  know  how  or  who  cannot  provide  against  such  changes, 
there  would  be  no  escape.  Fortunately  the  proposition  was 
modified  by  limiting  the  coinage  to  not  less  than  two  millions 
nor  more  than  four  millions  per  month,  and  closing  the  mints  to 
coinage  on  private  account.  This  was  a  saving  clause  of  great 
valne.  It  had  the  efifect  of  postponing  the  evil  day,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  before  the  egg  would  have  time  to  hatch  people  would 
take  a  sober  second  thought  and  reverse  the  plan. 

As  the  Bland  bill  finally  passed,  the  effects  of  its  provisions 
would  require  time  to  develop  themselves  in  consequence  of  these 
limitations.  Before  it  can  have  any  serious  effect  two  conditions 
mast  be  fulfilled. 

1st.  A  quantity  of  silver  must  be  coined  large  enough  to  form 
an  important  factor  in  the  total  volume  of  currency. 
2d.  It  must  be  forced  into  general  circulation. 
The  quantity  of  silver  required  to  make  the  measure  effective 
is  unknown.  Much  must  depend  upon  the  general  state  of  trade 
and  the  demand  for  money,  especially  metallic  money.  At  one 
period  seventy -five  or  even  fifty  millions  might  make  it  of 
serious  account,  at  another  two  hundred  millions  might  be  re- 
quired. In  general  from  a  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  might  be  on  the  average  sufficient  to  render  it  a  potent 
factor. 

In  order  that  the  Bland  bill  may  become  operative  the  silver 
must  be  forced  into  circulation.  At  present  only  a  slight  and 
inefficient  pressure  is  exerted  in  that  direction,  and  the  circu- 
lation is  merely  nominal.  Small  aniounts  are  paid  out,  but  they 
come  back  by  the  shortest  route  to  the  treasury.  The  explana- 
tion is  very  instructive  and  curious.  It  is  customary  to  state  a 
certain  law  of  money  in  the  well-worn  adage  that  "  an  inferior 
currency  will  if  permitted  expel  a  superior  one  from  circulation." 
This  is  because  persons  prefer  to  pay  their  debts  in  the  cheaper 
currency,  provided  they  are  perfectly  free  to  do  so.  The  state- 
ment presupposes  that  it  is  optional  with  the  debtor  which  of  the 
two  he  will  pay,  and  not  with  the  creditor  which  of  the  two  he 
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will  receive.  Under  that  assumption  the  law  is  undonbtedly 
universal.  But  as  the  Bland-Allison  law  now  stands  the  option 
is  practically  reversed.  The  creditor  who  presents  a  draft  it 
the  treasury  is  left  to  choose,  in  greatest  part,  whether  he  will 
receive  silver  or  gold,  and  of  course  chooses  gold.  Probablj 
this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  money  where  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  put  an  inferior  currency  into  circulation  withoot 
forcing  the  payee  to  accept  it.  Furthermore,  the  treasury  re- 
ceives back  without  limit  the  silver  which  it  pays  out  in  sftiall 
sums.  If  the  law  seriously  means  to  put  silver  into  practical 
circulation  it  is  evident  that  it  must  pay  it  out  forcibly,  and 
rigorously  limit  the  conditions  upon  which  it  will  receive  it 
Persons  who  exact  payments  from  the  treasury  will  take  all  the 
gold  the  treasury  will  give  and  leave  the  silver.  They  do  so 
because  they  prefer  gold  (or  equivalent  greenbacks).  They 
prefer  it  because  silver  is  sixteen  times  heavier,  and  thirty-five 
times  bulkier ;  because  gold  is  worth  quite  as  much  in  the  form 
of  bullion  as  in  coin,  while  silver  is  not ;  because  it  will  pay 
foreign  debts  at  its  nominal  value,  while  silver  will  not,  and 
because  it  is  intrinsically  more  valuable  than  silver  of  like  nomi- 
nal amount.  This  may  be  all  wrong,  a  mere  prejudice,  it  may 
bespeak  a  want  of  appreciation,  etc.  etc.,  but  there  is  no  account- 
ing for  tastes  in  this  world,  and  the  preference  is  shared  by  ninety- 
nine  men  out  of  a  hundred  who  use  money.  The  use  of  paper 
certificates  helps  the  matter  somewhat,  and  the  fact  that  they  are 
receivable  at  the  custom  houses  helps  it  a  great  deal,  bat  the 
objection  in  part  still  remains.  No  man  handles  a  silver  certifi- 
cate without  thinking  of  the  kind  of  coin  in  which  it  is  redeem- 
able, and  he  thinks  also  that  he  would  prefer  it  if  it  were  re- 
deemable in  gold.  There  is  but  one  way  to  circulate  them,  and 
that  is  to  force  them  out  and  keep  them  out 

It  is  evident  that  the  Bland  bill  does  not  meet  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  designed,  and  if  is  to  become  operative  some  addi- 
tional legislation  is  necessary.  Members  of  Congress  are  begin- 
ning to  perceive  this.  They  attribute  the  failure  to  produce  the 
expected  results  to  sundry  causes,  one  being  the  discrimination 
made  by  the  banks  against  silver  which  they  regard  as  contuma- 
cious and  actuated  by  a  Wall  Street  prejudice. 

But  surely  a  little  reflection  ought  to  show  the  gentlemen  who 
make  this  charge,  that  the  prejudices  of  the  banks  and  bankera 
have  no  more  to  do  with  their  action  in  this  matter  than  their  reli- 
gious or  political  convictions.  It  is  the  business  of  banks  to  ad- 
vance money,  and  the  particular  kind  of  money  which  customcra 
want.  Customers  prefer  greenbacks  to  silver  certificates.  If  they 
cannot  get  just  what  they  want  from  the  National  oanks  they  will 
get  it  somewhere  else,  provided  they  can  do  so  on  more  satisfactory 
terms.  It  is  not  the  banks  who  primarily  give  effect  to  the  dis- 
crimination, but  people  who  receive  money  from  the  banks.  Any 
attempt  to  compel  or  persuade  the  banks  to  do  otherwise,  wonld 
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l>e  abont  as  politic  and  rational  as  to  attempt  to  persuade  or  com- 
pel a  commission  merchant  to  mix  turnips  and  potatoes  and  sell 
the  whole  as  potatoes.  It  was  the  Government  which  originated 
add  sustains  the  discrimination,  and  not  the  banks.  It  forcibly 
issued  paper  redeemable  in  silver  dollars  only;  it  issued  also 
paper  redeemable  in  gold  dollars ;  the  people  feel  if  they  do  not 
see  the  difference;  they  act  accordingly,  and  the  banks  are  com- 
pelled to  follow. 

To  make  the  Bland  bill  operative,  then,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
Government  to  take  decisive  measures  to  force  silver  into  general 
circulation.  But  when  such  decisive  measures  are  taken,  certain 
consequences  must  follow,  which  we  must  endeavor  to  forecast 
These  measures  must  obviously  restrict  the  right  of  payees  except 
the  Treasury  to  demand  gold  at  face  value,  and  sustain  the  right 
of  payers  to  tender  silver  to  everybody  except  to  the  government. 
But  the  instant  any  such  action  is  taken  the  consequences  are 
obvious — gold  will  begin  to  command  a  premium,  and  the  moment 
it  commands  a  premium,  however  small,  it  ceases  to  be  a  stand- 
ard or  common  denominator  of  value.  With  the  lapse  of  time 
the  premium  of  gold  will  thereafter  increase,  until  it  has  become 
about  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  bullion  values  of  gold 
and  silver  in  the  markets.  Thus  the  enforcement  of  the  circula- 
tion of  silver  will  gradually  reduce  the  financial  fabric  of  the 
country  to  the  standard  of  the  silver  dollar. 

But  whether  the  silver  is  speedily  forced  into  circulation  or 
not,  the  continued  operation  of  the  Bland  bill  as  now  adminis- 
tered will  have  the  tendency  to  bring  our  money  down  to  the 
silver  denominator  in  the  course  of  a  few  years.  True,  it  may  fail 
to  do  so  and  we  may  escape,  but  there  is  danger  of  it  sufficiently 
serious  to  demand  earnest  attention.  At  present  there  is  a  golden 
tide  setting  from  Europe  into  this  country.  The  bad  crops,  the 
depression  of  industry  in  Europe,  and  its  revival  in  America  with 
splendid  harvests,  have  caused  a  heavy  balance  of  trade  in  our 
favor.  That  balance  is  paid  in  gold  because  there  is  a  demand 
for  it  here  and  because  Europe  has  nothing  better  to  send.  But 
a  favorable  balance  of  trade  is  only  an  ephemeral  state  of  affairs. 
Just  as  surely  as  the  pendulum  now  swinging  to  the  right  will 
in  a  little  time  swing  back  to  the  left,  just  so  surely  will  the 
balance  of  trade  turn  in  the  opposite  direction  and  the  golden 
stream  will  flow  back  to  Europe.  In  the  mean  time  the  Treas- 
ury is  rapidly  piling  up  useless  silver  in  its  vaults.  Every  silver 
dollar  put  into  its  strong  box  represents  an  equal  bullion  value 
of  gold  or  greenbacks  taken  out  of  it.  When  the  balance  of  trade 
turns,  gold  will  be  wanted  for  export.  No  silver,  be  it  observed, 
but  only  gold.  Debts  are  not  paid  with  silver  in  Europe.  Green- 
backs and  gold  certificates  will  then  be  presented  at  the  Treasury 
(or  bank  notes  at  the  banks,  which  in  the  end  amounts  to  the 
same  thing),  for  redemption  in  coin ;  and  gold  will  be  demanded. 
If  the  Treasury  insists  on  paying  greenbacks  in  silver,  the  crisis 
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will  instantly  be  precipitated — ^^old  will  command  a  premiam  over 
silver  coin,  and  the  premiam  will  increase  as  gold  becomes  scarcer. 
If  the  Treasury  pays  gold  freely,  how  long  will  it  be  able  to  do  so, 
and  will  it  be  able  to  meet  the  drain  until  the  tide  turns  again  ? 
It  will  then  be  burning  its  gold  candle  at  both  ends,  paying  oat 
gold  for  export  and  at  the  same  time  steadily  conrerting  its  me- 
tallic reserves  into  silver.  If  it  had  never  embarked  upon  this 
silver  escapade,  it  would  have  in  it^  vaults  an  additional  amount 
of  gold  or  greenbacks  equal  to  the  silver  it  will  have  purchased 
and  have  an  abundant  strength  to  meet  the  heaviest  stress  which 
could  possibly  be  put  upon  its  gold  balance.  But  under  the 
continued  operation  of  the  present  law  there  will  be  a  powerful 
temptation  and  stress — perhaps  an  irresistible  one — ^to  restrict  gold 
payments  and  roll  out  the  hoard  of  silver  coin.  With  a  possible 
change  of  administration  with  changed  financial  views,  the  policy 
of  paying  out  silver  more  forcibly  and  restricting  gold  payments 
to  small  amounts  may  be  adopted  at  any  time.  A  Treasury 
which  is  piling  up  silver  at  the  rate  of  three  millions  a  month  and 
continuing  it  without  limit  and  unable  or  unwilling  to  force  it 
into  currency,  is  necessarily  shifting  the  centre  of  gravity  as  be- 
tween gold  and  silver  over  towards  the  silver  side  and  must  be 
tending  towards  a  silver  basis. 

The  ultimate  result  then  of  the  Bland  bill  is  to  bring  the  standard 
of  money  (or  the  common  denominator  of  value,  as  Prof.  Walker 
would  say)  from  its  present  gold  value  down  to  the  bullion  value 
of  the  silver  dollar.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time,  and  no  very 
long  time  at  that  The  effect  of  such  a  change  will  be  ulti- 
mately the  same  as  if  a  law  had  been  passed  debasing  the  gold 
coinage  an  equal  amount — putting,  say,  one-eighth  less  gold  ia 
every  coin  struck  at  the  mint,  and  making  the  debased  coins  legal 
tender  at  their  old  nominal  value.  If  the  proposition  had  beea 
made  to  debase  the  gold  coinage  outright  from  12  to  15  percent, 
probably  those  who  voted  for  the  Bland  bill  would  have  shrunk 
from  such  an  ignominious  procedure.  And  yet  how  would  it 
have  differed  from  the  law  actually  passed  7  Morally  and  eco- 
nomically in  no  essential  respect  whatever.  Instead  of  striking 
the  debased  coin  in  gold  they  struck  it  in  silver,  and  that  is  the 
whole  difference.  The  debased  gold  coins  would  have  been  pre- 
ferable, for  they  could  have  been  instantly  readjusted  to  foreign 
and  domestic  trade  and  retained  all  the  advantages  of  a  gold 
currency,  while  silver  is  open  to  objections  purely  as  silver 
chiefly  arising  from  the  want  of  adjustment  and  harmony  with 
the  monetary  movements  in  the  nations  with  which  we  trade. 

The  advocates  of  the  Bland  bill  frequently  enlarged  upon  the 
advantage  and  necessity  of  a  bimetallic  standard.  They  asserted 
the  probable  insufficiency  of  gold  alone  to  sustain  specie  pay- 
ments and  the  necessity  of  calling  in  silver  to  co-operate.  The 
quantity  of  gold  required  by  the  gold-using  nations  especially 
at  the  present  time,  they  said,  was  enormous,  and  they  pointed  at 
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the  comparatively  limited  sapplj.  While  the  nations  of  Europe 
are  shifting  to  a  gold  standard,  if  we  also  shift  from  paper  to 
gold  and  undertake  to  redeem  our  vast  volume  of  paper  currency 
in  that  metal,  the  demand  for  it  will  be  so  great  that  either  we 
shall  break  down  in  attempting  to  resume,  or  if  we  succeed, 
shall  run  up  the  price  of  gold  so  high  that  debtors  will  be  ruined 
and  the  existing  depression  in  industry  become  still  more  disas- 
trous. Hence  we  n)ust  call  silver  to  our  aid  and  adopt  a  bi- 
metallic standard.  We  shall  then  have  the  total  body  of  two 
great  stocks  of  precious  metals  in  which  to  redeem  instead  of 
one. 

Before  proceeding  to  discuss  this  argument  it  is  necessary  to 
form  some  conception  as  to  what  they  meant  by  the  term  bi- 
metallic standard. 

The  sense  in  which  political  economists  employ  the  term  bi- 
metallic currency,  is  that  of  a  currency  in  which  the  coinage  of 
gold  and  silver  is  free,  and  both  metals  are  unlimited  legal  ten- 
der. It  happens  that  there  is  no  problem  in  the  use  of  money 
with  which  the  nations  of  the  world  have  more  experience  and 
more  positive  knowledge  than  the  attempt  to  use  a  bimetallio 
currency  in  this  acceptation  of  the  term.  The  experience  has 
ranged  through  centuries,  and  up  to  the  most  recent  times :  it  is 
found  among  the  annals  of  all  civilized  nations,  and  the  examples 
are  exceedingly  numerous.  The  results  have  been  uniformly 
failures.  Not  a  solitary  exception  has  ever  been  known.  The 
reason  is  obvious  and  the  explanation  perfect.  When  the  law 
provides  for  the  coinage  and  legal  tender  it  fixes  at  the  same 
time  the  relative  money  values  of  the  two  metals,  i,  e.,  declares 
how  much  silver  shall  be  equivalent  to  a  given  quantity  of  gold. 
It  begins  by  fixing  these  relative  values  at  the  same  proportion 
as  is  found  to  rule  in  the  markets  at  the  time.  But  the  relative 
market  value  of  the  two  metals  is  continually  changing,  while 
the  mint  value  cannot  be  changed  without  recoinage.  And  as 
soon  as  a  persistent  change  is  developed  between  the  mint  ratio 
and  the  market  ratio,  it  becomes  profitable  to  melt  down  or  ex- 
port one  of  the  coined  metals  which  inevitably  disappears  from 
circulation  while  the  other  metal  remains  and  alone  performs  the 
function  of  money.  The  currency  then  ceases  to  be  bimetallic 
and  becomes  monometallic.  In  the  fluctuations  of  the  market 
prices,  the  ratio  which  had  formerly  been  higher  than  the  mint 
ratio  has  become  lower.  The  result  was  that  the  metal  which 
at  first  disappeared  came  back,  and  the  metal  which  at  first  re- 
mained disappeared  in  turn.  Considered  with  reference  to  long 
periods  of  years  the  intended  bimetallic  currency  becomes  what 
is  termed  an  alternate  currency ;  that  is,  a  currency  in  which 
there  is  a  continuous  succession  of  famines  of  each  metal  alter- 
nately. 

No  rational  person,  however,  has  ever  doubted  the  necessity 
of  using  both  gold  and  silver  as  money.     The  question  which 
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has  arisen  is,  under  what  laws  and  condition^  is  it  possible  to 
secure  the  proper  use  of  both  ?  Late  in  the  eighteenth  century 
financiers  and  statesmen  had  learned  that  such  use  could  not  be 
secnre  under  existing  laws,  and  proceeded  to  inquire  what  nsei 
it  was  possible  to  secure  and  what  laws  would  effectuate  sach 
uses.  England  was  the  first  country  to  put  in  operation  a  prac- 
tical and  successful  solution  of  the  problem.  Her  statesmen 
recognized  that  gold  and  silver  would  not  circulate  together  so 
long  as  the  coinage  of  both  metals  was  free,  and  both  were  un- 
limited in  volume  and  legal  tender.  She  therefore  closed  her 
mints  in  1816  to  the  coinage  of  silver,  leaving  the  status  of  gold 
unchanged.  Silver  was  coined  by  the  government  on  its  own 
account,  its  volume  limited  to  what  was  deemed  necessary  for 
purposes  of  trade,  and  its  legal  tender  limited  to  forty  shillings. 
The  plan  has  worked  to  her  perfect  satisfaction  ever  since,  and 
her  currency  is  universally  admitted  to  be  safe,  secure,  and  con- 
venient. She  has  all  the  gold  and  silver  she  needs,  which  ii 
the  utmost  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  any  currency. 

The  reasons  for  choosing  gold  for  free  coinage  were  chiefly 
two.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  important  that  the  money  unit 
should  maintain  as  nearly  as  practicable  a  constant  value  in 
comparison  with  other  commodities,  taken  as  a  whole.  This 
property  belongs  to  gold  in  a  higher  degree  than  to  any  other 
available  money  substance,  and  is  therefore  preferable  for  fur- 
nishing the  common  denominator  of  valae.  In  the  second  place, 
the  aggregate  of  large  payments  require  more  money  than  the 
aggregate  of  small  ones.  Gold  is  much  more  convenient  and 
economical  for  large  payments  than  silver,  and  is  therefore  the 
best  substance  for  the  principal  bulk  of  a  currency.  Silver  is 
utilized  to  the  most  advantage  when  used  as  the  subsidiary  of 
gold.     It  should  be  its  servant  and  not  its  master. 

In  order,  then,  to  keep  the  two  metals  in  constant  use,  each 
performing  its  own  function,  it  is  necessary  to  lay  restrictions 
upon  the  coinage  of  silver,  while  gold  may  be  coined  without 
limit  and  freely.  The  quantity  of  silver  must  be  limited  and  the 
government  must  monopolize  the  right  to  send  it  to  the  mint 
It  mnst  also  be  debased  in  coining  it,  to  prevent  it  from  flying 
out  of  currency  whenever  the  market  price  of  silver  is  very  higii. 
The  question  now  arises,  What  quantity  of  silver  should  be  pat 
into  circulation  ?  should  it  be  very  large — say  equal  to  the  amount 
of  gold — or  very  much  less  ?  The  question  which  has  concerned 
the  American  bimetal  ists  seems  to  be.  What  is  the  utmost  amount 
of  silver  which  the  country  can  be  forced  to  absorb?  In  reality 
the  evident  trae  policy  should  be  to  ascertain  what  is  the  smallest 
amount  which  can  be  used  without  inconvenience ;  and  the  same 
is  true  of  gold.  Money  is  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  ex- 
changes. A  mechanic  who  knows  that  oil  is  good  and  useful  for 
facilitating  the  movements  of  machinery,  would  never  undertake 
to  see  how  much  oil  he  could  use  for  lubrication,  but  how  little. 
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In  the  Bearch  for  an  illustration  of  the  quantity  of  silver  which 
a  country  can  absorb,  the  bimetalists  have  fixed  upon  France. 
Never  was  a  case  more  grossly  misunderstood  and  misrepresented. 

The  function  which  silver  now  performs  in  France  may  be 
made  intelligible  by  the  following  illustration:  Suppose  all 
our  $1,  $2,  $5,  and  $10  notes  were  not  in  existence,  and  that  the 
same  amount  of  one  dollar  notes  were  circulating  in  their  place. 
Suppose,  further,  that  the  promise  to  pay  one  gold  dollar  on  de- 
mand, instead  of  being  printed  on  a  piece  of  paper,  were  stamped 
upon  a  circular  piece  of  silver  worth  about  81  or  82  cents.  In 
all  essential  respects  such  a  currency  would  correspond  to  French 
silver.  The  latter  is  a  token  currency,  circulating  at  18  or  20 
per  cent,  above  its  real  value  because  it  is  convertible  into  gold. 
The  amount,  though  large,  is  still  limited  by  stopping  the  coin* 
age,  and  the  quantity  in  actual  circulation  is  rapidly  diminishing, 
being  gathered  into  the  Bank  of  France  in  an  enormous  hoard. 
The  French  government,  however,  is  firmly  resolved  on  maintain- 
ing the  gold  standard,  and  the  only  important  diirereni3e  between 
her  silver  and  a  redeemable  paper  currency  is  that  the  former 
can  never  depreciate  below  its  bullion  value.  In  no  sense  can 
France  be  said  at  present  to  be  employing  the  bimetallic  standard. 
Her  standard  is  gold  as  truly  as  that  of  England  or  Germany. 
Her  silver  is  the  heritage  bequeathed  to  her  from  antiquity,  and 
is  now  a  burden  rather  than  a  source  of  wealth.  The  present 
outlook  is  that  before  many  years  France  will  become  a  gold 
using  nation  exclusively,  as  she  is  already  in  chief  part.  If  it 
were  possible  to  demonetize  silver  at  once  without  serious  loss 
and  doing  violence  to  the  peculiar  habits  of  her  poorer  people, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  done. 

The  Bland  bill  provides  for  a  silver  currency  radically  dififerent 
from  that  of  France.  It  is  calculated  to  push  the  country  into  a 
situation  involving  not  only  the  difficulties  and  evils  which  France 
would  most  gladly  escape  from  if  she  could,  but  others  far  more 
serious.  The  growing  spectre  of  the  silver  dollar  has  no  limit 
fixed  to  the  size  which  it  may  reach.  No  gross  sum  is  named  at 
which  the  coinage  must  stop.  These  dollars  are  not  convertible 
into  gold  at  face  value,  as  the  French  five-franc  pieces  are.  If  it 
were  not  that  the  volume  now  out  is  small,  and  were  they  not 
receivable  in  taxes  and  duties  in  place  of  so  much  gold,  they 
would  be  at  a  discount  or  gold  at  a  premium. 

The  question  how  much  silver  can  our  country  absorb  is  one 
thing,  and  the  question  how  much  ought  it  to  be  made  to  absorb 
is  another.  The  first  question  can  be  finally  answered  only  after 
trial ;  the  second  one  has  been  answered  already.  It  ought  to  be 
made  to  absorb  just  as  little  as  it  can  get  along  with  without 
inconvenience.  That  it  might  use  a  considerable  number  of 
silver  dollars  of  the  present  standard  seems  probable.  They 
could  perform  the  function  which  is  now  performed  by  the  $1 
and  $2  notes,  but  somehow  the  people  seem  to  prefer  the  notes 


Digitized  by 


Google 


100 


BULLBTIH  or  THI 


as  a  rale,  though  the  coins  show  a  tendency  to  circulate  mode- 
rately. It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  more  than  40,000,000 
of  tliem  coald  be  kept  in  voluntary  circulation,  and  that  number 
seems  very  large. 

The  common  belief  which  seems  to  pervade  the  minds  of  the 
advocates  of  the  present  silver  policy  is,  that  in  the  first  place  we 
need  an  enormous  amount  of  metallic  money  in  this  country,  and 
in  the  second  place  that  the  gold  supply  is  insufficient  to  meet 
alone  this  demand  for  metallic  money  without  increasing  greatly 
its  price  and  correspondingly  disturbing  all  values. 

The  natural  laws  governing  the  use  of  money  seem  at  first  to 
be  highly  paradoxical.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  in  the  history  of 
money,  that  the  more  abundant  the  supply  the  greater  is  the 
complaint  of  scarcity.  This  complaint  has  risen  again  and  again, 
and  has  too  frequently  resulted  in  the  application  of  what  seemed 
at  first  the  normal  remedy — an  issue  of  more  money  by  the  Got> 
ernment — ^but  which  proved  to  be  a  source  of  agg^vation,  mak- 
ing money  scarcer  than  ever  and  in  greater  demand.  It  was  so 
in  the  old  colonial  times,  and  it  has  been  so  in  this  country  ever 
since.  The  same  experience  has  been  repeatedly  observed  in 
Europe,  where  the  difficulty  is  well  understood  and  always 
treated  with  the  appropriate  remedy  whenever  it  shows  a  ten- 
dency to  manifest  itself,  which  is  very  seldom.  The  explanation 
is  not  difficult  A  little  examination  shows  that  the  complaint 
has  always  arisen  in  poorer  countries  and  regions  or  States  less 
advanced  in  material  wealth  and  improvements,  and  the  complaint 
has  been  directed  against  richer  neighbors,  who  have  invariably 
been  accused  of  prosecuting  a  policy  designed  to  monopolize 
money  at  the  expense  of  poorer  people.  In  our  own  country 
there  is  and  always  has  been  unquestionably  a  dearth  of  money 
in  the  West  and  South  and  a  plethora  in  the  Eastern  imd  Middle 
States.  The  want  of  more  money  in  the  West  and  South  is  prob- 
ably a  real  want.  The  cause  is  that  money  goes  where  goods 
are  for  sale  and  leaves  a  country  where  nothing  is  to  be  bought 
Once  a  year  for  a  space  of  about  two  months  the  great  harvests 
of  the  West  and  the  cotton  crop  of  the  South  are  ready  for  the 
market,  and  forthwith  the  westward  and  southward  bound  trains 
are  laden  with  money  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle  State  banks, 
and  it  is  scattered  broadcast  over  a  vast  expanse  of  coantry. 
But  within  a  month  it  is  back  in  the  vaults  it  came  from,  and  for 
ten  long  dreary  months  the  people  of  those  regions  are  impecnm- 
ous  again.  The  money  realized  for  a  year's  farming  has  gone  to 
pay  debts  or  the  annual  interest  on  mortgages  and  to  boy  a 
year's  outfit  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  short,  money  goes 
where  there  are  commodities  to  be  bought  The  fancy  that  the 
ten  months'  scarcity  can  be  relieved  by  increasing  the  total  vol* 
ume  of  cnrrency  is  utterly  absurd.  What  have  the  impecnnioos 
classes  to  give  in  exchange  for  it?  or  what  would  they  have  to 
sell  which  they  have  not  already  f  and  how  are  they  to  obtain 
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their  share  of  the  increase?  Mr.  Weaver*s  proposition  to  make 
every  tenth  or  twelfth  citizen  a  creditor  of  the  Government  by 
Act  of  Congress,  and  to  issue  $500,000,000  of  money  to  pay  this 
trumped-up  indebtedness,  would  be  one  way  of  distributing  money, 
but  how  long  would  it  stay  in  the  hands  of  impecunious  people  ? 
If  it  had  any  appreciable  value  after  such  a  watering,  it  would 
concentrate  into  the  great  reservoirs  even  more  voluminously 
than  at  present,  and  in  a  month  the  people  who  had  received  it 
would  be  worse  off  for  money  and  everything  which  money  can 
buy  than  they  are  at  present.  What  the  people  of  those  States 
want  is  capital  with  organized  and  diversified  industry,  and  they 
have  confounded  the  want  of  capital  and  production  with  the  want 
of  money.  If  they  have  the  former,  money  will  come  fast  enough ; 
and  if  they  have  them  not,  money  will  not  come  to  them  of  its  own 
momentum,  nor  will  it  abide  with  them  even  though  Congress 
were  to  shower  down  gold  upon  them. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  of  financiers  that  our  present  currency 
is  much  in  excess  of  our  needs,  and  that  the  plethora  is  very  in- 
jurious in  its  effects  upon  trade,  the  business  morals,  and  material 
growth  of  the  country.  But  whether  it  be  so  or  not,  it  would  be 
immaterial  to  inquire  so  long  as  wo  are  a  monometallic  gold -using 
nation,  for  under  such  a  regime  the  quantity  of  money  in  the 
country  would  regulate  itself  far  better  than  any  human  device 
could  do — for  when  money  became  scarce  it  would  flow  in  from 
abroad,  and  when  it  became  redundant  would  go  to  other  conn- 
tries.  But  if  we  are  to  bo  a  monometallic  silver-using  nation  it 
is  otherwise.  Wo  are  liable  at  one  time  to  a  glut  of  silver  money 
and  at  another  to  a  scarcity.  Since  the  nations  with  whom  we 
trade  use  gold,  they  would  not  receive  our  excess  of  silver  nor 
Bend  us  theirs  at  the  precise  time  when  such  movements  would 
bo  most  opportune.  The  self-regulating  quality  would  be  want- 
ing. 

The  notion  that  there  is  not  gold  enough  in  the  world  is  easily 
answered.  As  Mr.  David  A.  Wells  remarked:  "If  a  single  silver 
three-cent  piece  were  capable  of  sufficient  divisibility  or  rapidity 
of  circulation,  it  would  suffice  to  effect  all  the  monetary  exchanges 
of  the  whole  civilized  world."  This  is  but  an  extreme  illustra- 
tion of  a  general  truth,  which  ought  to  be  apparent  upon  the 
slightest  reflection.  It  is  a  perfectly  safe  assertion  that  if  the 
quantity  of  gold  in  the  world  and  the  annual  supply  of  it  were 
one-tenth  what  they  are  at  present,  there  would  still  be  enough 
of  it  for  all  the  monetary  purposes  of  the  world,  and  it  would  serve 
those  purposes  pretty  nearly  as  well  as  it  does  at  present ;  the 
only  notable  difference  would  be  that  the  sovereigns,  five-dollar 
pieces,  and  twenty-franc  pieces  would  be  inconveniently  small  in 
size,  while  pieces  of  larger  value  would  be  even  more  convenient 
than  now.  And  if  the  quantity  of  gold  were  ten  times  as  great 
as  at  present,  it  would  be  no  better  for  monetary  purposes.  Why  I 
here  is  silver,  of  which  the  quantity  now  in  coin  is  estimated  to 
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be  twelve  or  fifteen  times  more  than  tbat  of  gold  when  measured 
in  pounds,  and  twenty-five  or  thirty  times  more  when  measured 
in  cubic  inches,  and  yet  the  purchasing  power  of  the  whole  is 
actually  less  I  As  a  monetary  medium  it  is  less  capable  of  effect- 
ing exchanges  than  the  world's  supply  of  gold.  In  short,  the 
quantity  now  in  the  world  either  of  gold  or  silver  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question.     "  Whatever  there  is,  is  enough." 

To  the  assertion  that  the  adoption  of  the  monometallic  gold 
standard  by  the  United  States  will  increase  the  demand  for,  and 
consequent  price  of  gold  and  depreciate  the  prices  of  commodi- 
ties, the  reply  is  that  we  have  practically  the  gold  standard 
already,  and  very  nearly  enough  metal  in  the  country  to  maintain 
gold  payments.  During  the  last  three  years  the  influx  has  been 
constant  and  largely  at  the  expense  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Yet  neither  has  it  risen  in  price  nor  have  commodities  depreci- 
ated. On  the  contrary,  prices  have  risen  with  a  rapidity  and  to 
a  degree  of  which  our  commercial  history  furnishes  few  parallels. 
If  the  fifty  million  silver  dollars  now  buried  in  the  Treasury  were 
converted  into  gold,  specie  payment  would  be  as  sure  and  safe  as 
it  is  with  the  Bank  of  England.  Nor  is  there  reason  to  fear 
that  the  acquisition  of  a  much  larger  sum  would  materially  affect 
the  price  of  gold  or  its  purchasing  power.  Prices  have  been 
affected  but  little  by  the  acquisitions  of  France  and  Gennany, 
which  have  been  much  greater  in  amount  than  we  should  hare 
occasion  for.  It  is  true  that  in  the  last  ten  years  prices  hare 
fluctuated  greatly,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  fluctuations  have  been 
almost  independent  of  changes  in  the  precious  metals.  They  fell 
in  1873  to  1878  because  a  time  of  reckoning,  long  deferred,  had 
at  last  come,  and  people  were  more  anxious  to  pay  and  collect 
debts  than  they  were  to  buy  and  contract  new  ones.  Prices  rose 
in  1879  because  debts  had  been  liquidated  or  sponged  out  in  the 
courts ;  people  had  lived  close,  were  ready  to  go  to  work  and  to 
trade  with  clean  slates,  and  had  money  and  credit  enough  to 
begin  buying  again.  The  eflfect  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  was  wholly  inappreciable — as  much  so  as  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  tides  npon  the  billows  of  mid-ocean. 

The  effect  of  the  Bland  bill  may  be  thus  summarized  : — 

1.  At  present  it  is  inoperative,  because  the  silver  is  not  forced 
into  circulation. 

2.  It  cannot  be  forced  into  circulation  without  being  receiFed 
at  a  discount  or  forcing  gold  up  to  a  premium  and  driving  it  out 
of  the  country. 

3.  Its  present  effect  is  limited  to  a  steady  and  gradual  acca- 
mulation  of  silver  in  the  treasury  in  the  place  of  gold. 

4.  The  growth  of  this  silver  hoard  is  regular  and  constant^ 
and  only  requires  time  to  become  vast  in  amount.  At  any  time 
in  the  near  future  a  turn  in  the  balance  of  trade  must  bring  down 
upon  the  treasury  a  demand  for  gold  to  export.  If  the  treasury 
pays  gold  its  stock  will  be  soon  exhausted,  and  it  will  have  no- 
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thing  bat  silver  to  redeem  its  notes  with.  If  it  restricts  gold 
payments  the  result  will  be  the  same — gold  will  command  a  pre- 
mium, and  cease  to  be  a  standard  of  value  or  to  take  part  in  the 
circulation  of  the  country. 

6.  In  general,  the  eftect  of  the  Bland  bill  is  in  the  end  to  expel 
gold  from  the  country,  and  bring  the  money  standard  down  to 
that  of  the  debased  silver  dollar;  in  short,  to  make  us  a  mono- 
metallic silver-using  nation. 

We  revert,  then,  to  the  inquiry  with  which  we  started  this  dis- 
cussion. Is  the  present  silver  law  "well  enough"  to  require  that 
it  be  let  alone?  It  is  not  well  enough,  and  the  time  to  amend 
it  is  the  present.  Within  a  year  it  is  probable  that  the  first  crop 
will  be  reaped  from  our  neglect  to  do  so.  Several  liundred  mil- 
lions of  si.x  per  cents  are  to  be  refunded.  Perhaps  some  '*  bloated 
bondholders"  will  bo  insolent  enough  to  demand  an  understanding 
before  they  buy  new  bonds,  whether  they  are  to  be  paid  principal 
snd  interest  in  gold  coin  of  the  present  standard  or  in  the  debased 
silver  dollars.  And  when  the  attention  of  buyers  and  syndicates 
is  fairly  called  to  the  predicament,  they  must  realize  the  principle 
of  caveat  emptor. 

Upon  this  communication  Mr.  Dooltttle  remarked  that  he 
believed  there  was  much  force  in  the  position  taken  by  the  U.  S. 
Commissioners  at  the  late  International  Monetary  Conference, 
that  a  combined  and  general  consensus  of  the  great  monetary 
powers  of  the  world  would  be  able  to  sustain  a  constant  ratio  in 
the  values  of  the  two  metals,  and  that  it  seemed  to  be  a  wise 
policy  to  promote  such  action  in  order  to  have  the  entire  volumes 
of  the  two  metals  combined  as  the  basis  of  values,  which  would 
•be  far  more  stable  than  if  it  consisted  of  one  metal  only. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  remarked  that  the  view  so  confidently  en- 
tertained and  proclaimed  by  certain  writers  of  prominence,  both 
in  this  country  and  Europe,  that  France,  by  virtue  of  its  fixed  legal 
ratio  of  15J  to  1,  can  control,  and  for  many  years  has  controlled 
and  determined  the  current  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in 
the  world's  market,  is  not  in  accord  with  fact,  and  that  the  con- 
clusions based  on  it  are  groundless. 

It  was  moved  that  the  discussion  of  this  subject  be  resumed 
At  the  next  meeting,  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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175th  Msetino.  Fbbkuabt  14,  1880. 

Vice-President  Taylob  in  the  Chair. 

Forty-eight  members  present 

The  Chair  announced  to  the  Society  the  election  to  member- 
ship  of  Mr.  John  Henby  Comstook  and  Mr.  Eben  Jenki 
LooMia 

The  order  of  exercises,  which  had  been  fixed  for  the  evening 
according  to  the  terms  of  adjournment  of  the  preceding  meeting, 
was  a  continuation  of  the  discussion  of  the  Silver  Question,  bat 
priority  was  given  to  a  communication  by  Mr.  C.  A.  White  on 

THE  subject  of  THE  PEBMIAN  FOBHATION  IN  NOBTH  AMEBICA. 

Dr.  White  began  by  remarking  upon  the  practice  of  giving  to 
geological  formations  names  derived  from  localities  where  they 
had  first  been  found  to  have  peculiar  development  and  import- 
ance, like  the  Silurian  and  Devonian.  In  this  way  the  Carbon- 
iferous system  had  derived  its  name  from  the  fact  that  in  Europe, 
where  it  was  most  studied  at  an  early  stage  of  geological  science, 
it  contained  coal  and  carbonaceous  shales.  The  progress  of  in- 
vestigation, however,  subsequently  led  to  the  conviction  that 
really  less  coal  is  found  in  the  Carboniferous  than  in  other  rocks. 
In  the  western  portion  of  the  United  States,  the  Carboniferous 
formations  are,  as  a  rule,  quite  destitute  of  coal. 

Those  rocks  which  are  assigned  to  the  Carboniferous  in  the 
West  have,  in  general,  a  fauna  agreeing  with  Carboniferous  fos- 
sils of  Europe  and  eastern  America ;  but  it  appears  that,  in  some 
instances,  the  fauna  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  series  in  one 
locality,  have  their  correlations  in  the  upper  part  of  the  series  in 
another  locality.  This  is  explicable  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  physical  condition  necessary  for  the  development  of  a  faunal 
group  may  have  prevailed  early  in  one  locality  and  late  in  an- 
other. 

Having  in  view  these  considerations.  Dr.  White  then  indicated 
the  three  principal  subdivisions  of  the  Carboniferous  system  in 
Europe,  viz.: — 

1.  Permian  sandstones  and  shales ; 

2.  Coal  measures,  sandstone,  limestone,  and  shales ; 

3.  Lower  Carboniferous  limestone  without  coal ; 

and  adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  two  lower  divisions  are  found 
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in  America  with  the  same  general  lithological  characters  and  many 
identical  species  in  the  respective  members.  But  the  Permian  had 
not  been  so  satisfactorily  established,  in  America.  In  Europe  the 
Permian  is  often  wanting  from  its  proper  place,  and  its  univer- 
sality there  has  been  regarded  as  generally  doubtful.  Until 
1858  it  was  not  supposed  to  exist,  or  at  least  it  was  not  pretended 
to  have  been  discovered  in  America.  In  1858  its  existence  was 
announced  almost  simultaneously  in  Texas  and  in  Kansas.  A 
little  later  Prof.  I.  O.  White  announced  Permian  plants  from 
West  Virginia.  These  announcements  were  at  first  somewhat 
eagerly  contested,  but  the  discussion  fell  to  the  ground  as  profit- 
less, with  the  general  impression  that  the  Permian  had  not  been 
established.  The  palseontological  difficulties  arise  from  the  fact 
already  noted,  that  Russian  Permian  types  are  found  in  the 
West  in  the  middle  and  lower  Carboniferous ;  and  types  which 
are  low  in  the  series  in  Europe  are  found  high  in  the  series  in 
America,  while  many  types  are  common  to  all  parts  of  the  sys- 
tem. There  are,  however,  certain  forms  which  have  always  been 
regarded  as  distinctly  Permian. 

Recently  Mr.  Walcott  has  brought  from  southern  Utah  or 
northern  Arizona  a  series  of  fossils  obtained  from  beds  overlying 
the  Aubrey  limestone  (=  middle  Carboniferous  or  Coal  measures). 
The  beds  from  which  they  came  are  locally  named  the  Shinarump, 
and  have  been  doubtfully  assigned  to  the  Lower  Trias,  with  a 
reservation  in  favor  of  the  possibility  that  they  might  be  Per- 
mian. These  fossils  are  palaeozoic,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  forms  which  may  be  mesozoic.  Among  them  is  a  species  of 
Bakewellia,  which  has  never  been  found  above  the  Permian;  and 
the  group,  as  a  whole,  seems  to  indicate  that  the  beds  in  question 
belong  decidedly  to  that  age.  Although  this  discovery  would 
make  these  beds  and  their  equivalents  throughout  the  West  the 
correlatives  of  the  Permian  of  Europe,  it  does  not  follow  that  tht 
periods  were  strictly  coeval  in  the  two  continents. 

Mr.  Gilbert  remarked  upon  the  relations  of  these  Permian 
beds  to  the  Aubrey  limestone  upon  which  they  rest,  and  stated 
that  the  contact  was  frequently,  and  perhaps  generally,  uncon- 
formable in  the  vicinity  of  the  locality  where  these  fossils  were 
found.  But  no  such  unconformity  had  been  detected  in  higher 
horizons,  and  hence  no  physical  break  had  enabled  the  separation 
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of  these  Permian  beds  from  the  Trias  above,  though  such  a  sep- 
aration was  easily  made  from  the  strata  below. 

Mr.  Powell  remarked  that  the  continuity  of  these  strata  with 
strata  overlying  the  local  Carboniferous  of  the  Uinta  Moontaios 
had  been  traced  out.  Mr.  Kinq  had  also  traced  the  cootinuity 
of  the  same  beds  from  the  Great  Basin  through  the  Wasatch  to 
the  slopes  of  the  Uinta  Mountains,  connecting  the  horizon  with 
that  ascertained  by  Mr.  Powell.  Thus,  the  equivalence  of  the 
widely  separated  exposures  of  the  Great  Basin,  the  Uintas  and 
Arizona  rested  upon  stratigraphic  evidence,  independently  of 
palsBontological,  and  the  palseontological  evidence  now  confirmed 
the  conclusions  originally  based  upon  the  strata  themselves,  for 
the  fossils  found  by  Mr.  King  were  substantially  the  same  as 
those  found  by  Mr.  Walcott. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Farquhab  read  a  paper 

ON  A  BEMABKABLB  HAIL-STOBM  which  passed  OVEB  MONT- 
GOMEBY  COUNTY,  MABYLAND,  APBIL  28,  1878. 

After  remarks  on  this  paper  by  several  members,  the  brief 
time  remaining  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Doolittle  in  comments 
upon  some  subsidiary  points  in  the  paper  of  Mr.  Dutton,  of 
the  preceding  meeting,  and  by  brief  remarks  by  other  members 
of  the  Society. 

A  general  disposition  having  been  manifested  to  resume  the 
discussion  of  the  Silver  Question,  with  more  time  to  devote  to 
argument,  it  was  decided  to  resume  the  discussion  of  it  at  the 
next  meeting. 

The  Society  then  a(^oarned. 


176th  Meeting.  Fibruabt  28, 1880. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Fifty  members  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Pursuant  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  meeting,  the 
order  of  proceedings  for  the  evening  consisted  in  a  farther  dis- 
cussion of  the  Silver  Question.     Prior  thereto,  Mr.  Juvet  was 
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invited  by  the  General  Committee  to  exhibit  to  the  Society  a 
Time  Globe.  This  consisted  of  a  terrestrial  globe,  mounted  upon 
a  stand,  and  containing  within  it  a  driving  clock.  The  winding 
stem  of  the  clock-work  projected  at  the  south  pole,  in  the  form 
of  the  feather  of  an  arrow ;  and  near  the  south  pole  was  an  at* 
taehment  for  accelerating  or  retarding  the  movement,  so  as  to 
adjust  its  rotation  to  the  true  time.  The  axis  being  set  at  the 
same  inclination  to  the  local  horizon  as  the  axis  of  the  earth, 
the  globe  is  in  position.  The  local  time  and  the  time  of  any 
other  point  on  the  globe  is  at  once  read  by  finding  the  intersec- 
tion of  its  meridian  with  the  fixed  equatorial  circle  encircling  the 
globe.  Upon  this  circle  the  twenty-four  hours  and  minutes  are 
graduated  in  inverse  order. 

The  discussion  of  the  Silver  Question  was  then  resumed. 

Remarks  of  Mb.  E.  B.  Elliott. 

Mr.  Elliott  opposed  the  view  advocated  by  "bi-metallists,"  so« 
called,  that  the  legal  ratio  of  France  alone,  or  the  legal  ratios 
established  by  the  several  commercial  countries  of  the  world, 
whether  independently  or  in  harmony,  could  govern  and  fix  the 
market  ratio  of  gold  to  silver. 

The  market  ratio  was  governed  by  different  considerations  than 
merely  legal  enactments,  granting  to  any  person  making  payment 
of  a  debt,  the  option  to  make  that  payment  either  in  gold  or  in 
silver,  at  2k  fixed  ratio  of  valuation.  The  market  ratio  is  not  per- 
manently or  appreciably  influenced  by  such  legal  ratios.  If  the 
fixed  legal  ratio  does  not  conform  to  the  current  market  ratio, 
payments,  in  whatever  metal  or  commodity  made,  would  be  made 
on  the  basis  of  the  relatively  over-valued  metal  as  the  standard 
money  of  account  and  payment. 

If  payments  be  actually  made  in  the  undervalued  metal,  a  pre- 
miam  will  be  claimed  and  assented  to  equal  to  the  difference 
between  the  legal  and  the  market  rates  of  valuation  of  the  two 
metals.  The  establishment  of  a  legal  ratio,  in  any  country,  does 
not  of  necessity  determine  the  metal  in  which  payments  shall 
actually  be  made ;  it  only  determines  the  metal  with  reference  to 
which  accounts  shall  be  kept  and  payments  made.  If  silver  be 
the  relatively  over-valued  metal,  the  unit  of  account  (the  dollar 
for  instance)  will  be  referred  to  the  silver  unit  as  the  standard 
(instead  of  the  gold  unit),  and  vice  versa;  but  payments  may  be, 
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and  doabtlesa  extensively  will  be,  made  in  gold,  valued  at  the 
market  premium  over  silver  from  time  to  time  prevailing. 

He  read  from  a  publication  by  Mr.  Cernusehi,  the  well-known 
and  bold  advocate  of  "  t)i-mGtallism/'  so  called,  claiming  that,  if 
the  leading  commercial  countries  of  the  world  can  be  induced  to 
unite  in  the  establishment,  by  statute  law,  of  any  fixed  ratio  of 
value,  however  extreme,  between  the  two  precious  metals  (gold 
and  silver)  as  the  basis  of  payment,  the  metal  selected  to  be 
always  at  the  option  of  the  person  or  party  making  the  payment, 
whether  this  ratio  be  10  to  1, 15^  to  1,  20  to  1,  or  in  the  extreme 
case  of  1  to  1,  the  market  ratio  must  of  necessity  conform  to 
this  conventional  ratio ;  and,  in  the  extreme  case  mentioned,  an 
ounce  of  gold  becomes  the  equal  in  market  value  of  an  ounce 
of  silver;  and,  further,  taking  the  ground  that,  if  either  of  the 
two  metals  should  be  demonetized — that  is,  should  cease  to  be  a 
legal  tender — such  metal  should  become  valueless.  If ''  interna- 
tional legislation"  is  substituted  for  the  existing  systems,  *'  on  it 
alone,"  he  says,  *'  will  depend  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver. If  the  international  legislation  is  mono-metallic,  the  metal 
which  is  not  money,  will  lose  so  much  of  its  value  as  to  be  no 
longer  precious.  If  the  international  legislation  be  bi-metallic, 
the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  which  it  recognizes  will  re- 
main always  and  everywhere  invariable." 

Mr.  Elliott,  while  duly  appreciating  the  boldness  of  the  writer 
in  following  his  principles  to  their  legitimate  and  logical  conclu- 
sions, dissented  from  his  views. 

It.  was  his  opinion  that,  after  the  proposed  enactment  of  the 
fixed  ratio  by  all  commercial  nations,  every  debtor  will  choose  to 
pay  his  debt  of  one  thousand  dollars  (for  example)  by  the  deliv- 
ery of  one  thousand  ounces  of  silver,  rather  than  by  that  of 
one  thousand  ounces  of  gold.  Silver  would  ruJe  as  the  standard 
of  account  and  of  payment ;  and  payments,  when  made  in  gold, 
would  be  made  at  a  premium  determined  by  commerce  upon  the 
relatively  cheaper  silver  standard. 

The  relative  market  value  of  the  two  metals,  like  the  market 
values  of  other  commodities,  will  not  conform  to  any  fixed  ratio 
established  by  the  breath  of  legislators,  but  will  ever  fluctuate, 
obediently  regardful  of  the  ordinary  laws  of  trade,  involving  the 
familiar  elements  of  supply,  demand,  and  cost  of  reproduction,  as 
controlling  factors. 
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Remarks  of  Mr.  H.  N.  Burohard. 

Mr.  Barchard,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  first  defended  the 
sction  of  the  government  in  re-establishing  the  coinage  of  the 
standard  silver  dollar  of  412^  grains;  and,  secondly,  discussed 
bi-metalism,  in  respect  to  the  relation  between  the  production  of 
the  precious  metals,  and  their  relative  use  as  money  by  the  prin- 
cipal nations  of  the  world. 

He  stated  that  the  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar  was  no 
Tiolation  of  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  refunding  law  of  1870,  under 
which  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $1,492,264,850  have  been  issued. 
That  act  made  all  the  bonds  issued  under  its  authority  ''  payable 
in  coin  of  the  present  (1870)  standard  value."  The  coin  of  that 
standard  was  a  silver  dollar  unit  of  value,  of  371^  grains  of  pure 
silver  as  well  as  gold  coins  of  23^%\  grains  of  pure  gold  to  the 
dollar.  It  is  a  well-settled  principle  of  law  and  equity,  that  all 
persons  contracting  with  government  or  municipal  authorities  are 
bound  by  the  terms  under  which  the  contract  is  made,  and  their 
rights  are  controlled  by  its  provisions.  The  purchasers  of  all 
the  refunding  bonds  issued  under  the  act  of  1870  obtained  obli- 
gations payable  at  the  option  of  the  United  States,  at  their  matu- 
rity, in  silver  qr  gold  dollars.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
a  letter  to  Hon.  Hugh  McCulloch,  under  date  of  March  20, 1878, 
says :  "  I  doubt  if  the  right  of  the  government  to  pay  the  bonds 
issued  under  the  Refunding  Act  in  the  coin  in  legal  existence  at 
the  date  of  the  act  can  be  questioned  or  defeated,"  and  that  "the 
law  fixes  the  terms  of  the  bonds,  and  not  the  department  or  its 
agents." 

Even  if  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  bonds  silver  dollars  were 
not  coined,  it  did  not  debar  the  TJnited  States  from  thereafter 
coining  silver  dollars,  and  with  them  paying  the  bonds  nnder  the 
contract;  and  if  for  reasons  of  public  policy  it  was  deemed  desir- 
able to  restore  the  so-called  double  standard,  and  coin  the  silver 
dollars,  no  legal,  equitable,  or  moral  reason,  Mr.  Burchard  in- 
sisted, could  be  advanced  for  excepting  these  bonds  from  pay- 
ment pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  contract.  Such  had  been  the 
deliberate  judgment  of  Congress,  which,  early  in  1878,  by  a  vote 
of  42  to  20  in  the  Senate,  and  189  to  79  in  the  House,  passed 
Senator  Matthew's  resolution,  affirming  the  legality  and  honesty 
of  the  coinage  and  use  of  the  silver  dollar  in  the  payment  of  these 
bonds.     This  action  was  followed  by  the  passage  of  the  act  for 
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the  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar,  on  the  28th  of  Feb- 
mary,  1878,  ander  which  $54,806,050  in  silver  dollars  have  been 
coined.  This  in  no  way  appears  to  have  injured  the  credit  of  the 
government  or  of  the  bonds ;  the  4^  per  cent,  bonds,  then  scarcely 
above  par,  are  now  at  a  premium  of  eight  per  cent,  while  the  4 
per  cent  bonds  are  at  a  premium  that  yields  but  3/^  per  cent  to 
the  investor. 

To  show  that  the  act  for  the  coinage  of  silver  dollars  was 
neither  dishonest  nor  inequitable,  Mr.  Burchard  stated  that  when 
it  was  passed  in  1878,  the  purchasing  power  of  silver  in  this  coun- 
try— measured  by  the  comparative  prices  of  commodities — wns 
the  same  as  in  1870,  when  the  refunding  act  was  passed.  He 
stated  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  average  yearly  values  of 
commodities  for  the  last  ten  years  had  been  made  in  the  Mint 
Bureau,  and  the  results  were  to  be  found  in  the  last  annual  re* 
port  of  the  director.  The  prices  ascertained  by  dividing  values 
by  quantities  of  eighty  leading  articles  of  export,  embracing 
85  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States, 
showed  an  increase  from  1870  to  1879,  in  the  purchasing  power 
of  United  States  notes  of  47  per  cent,  and  in  gold  of  14  per  cent, 
and  of  the  latter,  since  1873,  of  over  20  per  cent,  while  the  pur* 
chasing  power  of  silver  in  1878  was  at  100,  compared  with  itself 
as  it  stood  in  1870. 

To  show  that  the  amount  of  the  relative  quantity  or  annua] 
production  of  gold  and  silver  did  not  determine  their  relative 
market  values,  the  speaker  exhibited  upon  a  chart  the  annual  pro- 
duction of  the  precious  metals  in  successive  decades,  from  1700 
to  1870,  and  the  average  market  price  at  Hamburgh  for  the  same 
periods.  He  pointed  out  the  rise  in  the  market  value  of  silver 
up  to  near  the  close  of  the  18th  century,  and  that  when  silver 
was  being  produced  relatively  to  gold  in  quantities  three  times 
greater  than  In  the  preceding  half  century,  the  market  price  of 
silver  was  advancing  instead  of  declining,  and  that  when  gold 
and  silver  production  had  become  equal  by  the  decline  in  the  ' 
amount  of  silver  produced,  the  market  value  of  silver,  compflCted 
with  gold,  had  declined  instead  of  advancing. 

The  only  apparent  conformity  of  the  law,  as  claimed,  of  a 
higher  relative  price  for  either  metal  on  account  of  relative  dimin- 
ished prodnction,  the  speaker  stated  to  be  from  1850  to  1870,  bat 
which  he  said  resulted  from  legislation  which  gave  an  exclusive 
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Qse  of  Bilyer  in  the  Orient  In  proof  of  that,  he  argued  the 
legislation  of  different  countries  had  made,  and  to  a  large  degree 
controlled  the  market  rate. 

Af r.  Burchard  showed  the  legal  valuations,  from  time  to  time, 
of  different  conntries,  some  of  which,  as  he  said,  were  above,  and 
some  of  them  at  the  same  time  below  the  market  rate ;  and  he 
insisted  that  the  facts  in  the  financial  history  of  the  past  century 
seemed  to  show  to  him  most  conclusively  that  the  relative  market 
rates  of  silver  and  gold  had  been  little  affected  by  the  cost  or 
amount  of  production,  but  by  that  legislation  which  created — 
sometimes  in  one  and  sometimes  in  another  country — a  greater 
use  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  precious  metals,  and  so  a  greater 
or  less  demand  for  each. 

He  further  said  that  the  market  rate  at  any  place  like  Ham- 
burgh would  also  be  affected,  not  only  by  the  legal  exchangeable 
value  of  the  two  metals  established  by  the  country  producing 
either,  but  also  by  the  cost  of  transportation,  time,  and  risk,  in 
sending  to  the  country  whose  legislation  had  given  a  greater  use, 
and  consequent  demand,  for  one  of  the  metals ;  that  the  changing 
balances  of  trade  between  countries  giving  legal  preference  to 
different  metals,  would  affect  the  demand  for  each,  and  therefore 
affect  the  market  value,  and  make  fluctuations  that,  by  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  same  legal  rate  by  all  the  commercial  nations,  would 
disappear. 

In  further  proof  that  legislation  had  been  the  most  potent  fac- 
tor in  the  past  affecting  relative  value,  he  pointed  out,  as  shown 
by  his  diagram,  that  when  France,  in  1785,  adopted  the  ratio  of 
15^  to  1,  the  ratio  of  nearly  all  the  other  countries  of  Europe  was 
below  15  to  1,  and  in  England  15.2  to  1 ;  and  that  after  the  legis- 
lation of  France,  the  relative  market  value  of  silver  to  that  of 
gold  declined  to  15^  of  silver  to  1  of  gold;  and  that  when  England 
made  operative  her  law,  which  made  gold  the  only  legal  standard 
coin,  by  resuming  gold  payments,  and  by  reason  of  her  resump- 
tion and  gold  standard  legislation,  commenoing  in  1819,  and 
during  the  next  thirty  years  drew  more  gold  from  other  countries 
than  all  the  world  produced  in  the  period,  the  market  prices  of 
gold  and  silver  became  affected  thereby,  gold  advancing  in  value, 
compared  with  silver. 

The  better  price  for  silver  after  1850,  and  to  18T0,  Mr.  Burch- 
ard said  resulted  from  the  legislation  of  India,  where  silver,  in 
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1835,  had  been  made,  and  thereafter  was  the  standard  and  cor- 
rencj.  The  increased  production  of  gold  angmented  the  prices 
of  commodities  in  America  and  Europe,  the  balance  of  trade  set 
in  largely  in  favor  of  Asiatic  countries,  and  silver  was  in  demand, 
and  was  sent  where  gold  had  no  legal  status,  and  silver,  there- 
fore, as  a  consequence  of  the  legislation  of  such  countries,  became 
comparatively  more  valuable,  and  commanded  a  higher  market 
price. 

Mr.  Burchard  therefore  claimed  that  it  seemed  capable  of  his- 
torical demonstration  that  the  fluctuation  of  the  past  in  the  rela- 
tive market  values  of  gold  and  silver  had  resulted  from  an 
increased  or  diminished  use,  occasioned  chiefly  by  legislation. 
He  said  further  that,  after  much  consideration  of  these  facts,  the 
conclusion  seemed  to  him  irrefutable  that  the  consent  of  all  na- 
tions, embodied  in  the  form  of  law,  to  the  use  of  gold  and  silver 
as  legal  money,  at  fixed  rates  of  value,  would  reduce  the  flnctu- 
ations  in  the  relative  values  of  the  two  metals  to  a  minimum  too 
insignificant  to  be  regarded ;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  one  of  our  oommissioners  to  the  International  Monetary 
Convention  (Mr.  Groesbeck),  "that  if  it  were  possible  for  the 
leading  commercial  nations  to  fix  by  agreement  an  arbitrary  rela- 
tion between  silver  and  gold,  even  though  the  market  value  might 
vary  somewhat  from  time  to  time,  it  would  be  a  measure  of  the 
greatest  good  to  all  nations." 

Mr.  A.  J.  Warner,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  in- 
vited to  participate  in  the  discussion ;  and  he  remarked  upon  the 
relations  of  the  quantity  of  gold  in  use  to  the  price  it  held  wben 
measured  by  other  commodities.  He  expressed  the  conviction 
that  the  acquisition  of  the  necessary  amount  of  gold  which  would 
be  required  to  make  us  a  thoroughly  solvent,  specie-paying 
nation  upon  a  mono-metallic  gold  basis,  would  so  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  value  as  to  entail  serious  injustice. 

Mr.  M.  H.  DoouTTLB  called  attention  to  a  recent  article  in 
the  Atlantic  Monthly,  which  set  forth  that  the  future  prospects 
of  the  production  of  the  precious  metals  were  indicative  of  a 
diminishing  supply  of  gold,  and  a  very  steady  supply  of  silver. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 
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177th  Mebtinq.  Mabch  13,  1880* 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Forty-five  members  present 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  commnnication  for  the  evening  was  by  Mr.  O.  EL  Gilbert, 

ON  THE  08CILLATI0M8  OF  LAKE  BONNEVILLR 

The  paper  was  reserved  by  the  author  for  publication. 
Bemarks  upon  this  paper  were  made  by  Messrs.  Powell  and 
DuTTON  and  the  Society  then  adjourned. 


178th  Meeting.  Mabch  27, 1880. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-nine  members  present. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  made  a  communication  upop 

THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  SINKING  FUND, 

especially  illustrating  the  difierence  between  the  ordinary  form  of 
a  sinking  fund,  and  the  form  adopted  for  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States. 

[Abstract.] 

1.  A  sinking  fund  is  a  fund  for  the  reduction  or  extinguish- 
ment of  a  public  debt.  In  the  case  of  a  sinking  fund  as  ordinarily 
established,  a  fixed  or  constant  sum  together  with  interest  on  a 
fund  already  accumulated,  or  supposed  to  be  accumulated,  is  the 
annual  or  periodical  contribution  to  the  fund.  In  the  case  of  the 
United  States,  however,  the  sum  just  mentioned  as  fixed  or  con- 
stant, is  not  constant,  but  is  proportioned  to  the  current  amount 
of  the  debt,  an  amount  usually  diminishing.  In  the  case  of  the 
United  States  sinking  fund  the  periodical  contribution  to  the  fund 
is  required  by  law  to  be  applied  at  once  to  the  purchase  and  can- 
celling of  a  portion  of  the  out-standing  indebtedness  bonds ;  so 
that  the  debt  so  far  as  afiected  by  the  sinking  fund  is  a  constantly 
diminishing  quantity. 

The  annual  or  periodical  contribution  to  the  United  States 
sinking  fund  is  required  by  law  to  be  one  per  cent,  of  the  out- 
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standing  indebtedness  together  with  the  interest  on  the  fund  sup- 
posed to  be  already  accumulated. 

2.  Had  the  annual  contribution  to  the  sinking  Aind  been  a  fixed 
sum  in  addition  to  the  interest  on  the  fund,  these  annual  contribu- 
tions would  have  formed  a  series  in  geometrical  progression  of 
which  the  common  ratio  would  be  the  amount  of  one  dollar  for 
one  year  at  the  rate  of  interest  realized  on  the  investment  of  the 
funds ;  but  since  the  contribution  instead  of  being  a  fixed  quantity 
is  one  per  cent,  of  a  diminishing  quantity  in  addition  to  the  in- 
terest on  the  fund,  the  entire  annual  contribution  will  constitute  a 
geometrical  progression,  in  which  the  common  ratio  is  the  amount 
of  one  dollar  at  a  rate  of  interest  one  per  cent,  less  than  the  rate 
at  which  investments  can  be  made.  For  instance,  if  investments 
can  be  made  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  the  entire  annual 
contributions  will  progress  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent 

3.  The  language  of  the  law  is  as  follows : 

Sec.  3694.  The  coin  paid  for  duties  on  imported  goods  shall  be 
set  apart  as  a  special  fund,  and  shall  be  applied  as  follows : 

First.  To  the  payment  in  coin  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  and 
notes  of  the  United  States. 

Second.  To  the  purchase  or  payment  of  one  per  centum  of  the 
entire  debt  of  the  United  States,  to  be  made  within  each  fiscal  year, 
which  is  to  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund,  and  the  interest  of  which 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  applied  to  the  purchase  or  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  from  time  to 
time  direct 

Sec.  3695.  All  bonds  applied  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  all  other 
United  States  bonds  redeemed  or  paid  by  the  United  States,  shall 
be  cancelled  and  destroyed.  A  aetailed  record  of  the  bonds  so 
cancelled  and  destroyed  shall  be  first  made  in  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  Department  The  amount  of  the  bond  of  each  class  that 
have  been  cancelled  and  destroyed  shall  be  deducted  respectively 
from  the  amount  of  each  class  of  the  outstanding  debt  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3696.  In  addition  to  other  amounts  that  may  be  applied  to 
the  redemption  or  payment  of  the  public  debt,  an  amount  equal  to 
the  interest  on  all  bonds  belonging  to  the  sinking  fund,  shall  be 
applied,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 

Let  Dx  denote  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  outstanding  at  any 
time  {x) ;  and  let  F:t;  denote  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  sinking 
fund  as  accumulated  to  that  time : 
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Then  will 

Da;  +  Fa;  =  a  constant  quantity, 
and  therefore 

aFo;  =  — aDo;  =  0 ;  the  symbol  A  denoting  annual  increment 
But  AFa;  —  F(a;+1)  —  Fa;  =  .OlDa;  +  .OSFa; 

Therefore, 

AF(a;+l)  —  AFa;=  .OlADa;  +  .05AFa; 
=  —  .OlAFa;  +  .05AFa> 
=  .04AFa; 
and  AF(a;+l)  =  aFo;  (1.04) 

It  follows  that 

AF(a;+n)  =  AFa;  (1.04)* 
and 

F(a;+n)  — Fa;  =  AFa;(l  +  1.04  +  104  +  . .  .  .loT"^) 

=  ^^^V— 04— >' 

Therefore  1M  =  ^04  (F(a;+n)-Fa;)  +  AFa; 

AJba; 
To  illustrate  by  a  practical  example : 

Required  the  period  in  years  necessary  to  cancel  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  law,  $750,000,000  of  the  public  debt ;  the 
amount  of  debt  outstanding,  (less  cash  in  Treasury)  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1880,  being  $2,011,798,504.87,  and  the  amount  of  the 
sinking  fund  accumulated  up  to  that  date  $472,243,622 ;  assuming 
the  future  rate  of  interest  which  may  be  realized  on  investments  to 
he  five  (6)  per  cent  per  annum. 

Da;  =  2,011,798,504.87 
Fa;=     472,243,622.— 
and  AFa;  =  .01  Da;  +  .05  Fa; 
=  20,117,985 
+  23,612,182 
=  43,730,067 
and  F(a;+n)  —Fa;  =  750,000,000 

Therefore  1.04  which  equals 

,04  (F(a;+n)  —  Fa;)  +  AFa;      73,730,067 
AFa;  ^  43,730,067 
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If  inveBtments  and  re-investments  are  to  be  improved  iemi-annMr 
<dty  (instead  of  annually)  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  pes  annumy  the 
formula  would  beoome 

7^2n   73j30,067 

^•"^-43,730,067 
and  therefore 

^=:oi72oo~^^-^^^y^"^ 

£he  period  required  to  cancel  $750,000,000  of  the  public  debt 
The  next  communication  was  by  Mr.  T.  N.  Gill  on 

SOME  REHARKABLE  INSTANCES  OF  INGESTION  AMONG  FISHES. 

[Abstract.] 

Apocryphal  as  it  may  appear,  there  are  some  fishes  which  are 
capable  of  ingesting  and  stowing  away  entire,  others  several  times 
larger  than  themselves.  This  extraordinary  feat  is  rendered  pos- 
sible in  the  first  place  by  the  great  size  of  the  mouth  which  is  cleft 
far  backwards,  and  in  the  next  by  the  excessive  distensibility  of 
the  stomach  and  abdominal  integuments.  The  captor  seizes  the 
larger  fish  by  the  tail  and  climbs  over  it  as  it  were  by  alternate 
movements  of  the  upper  and  lower  jaw,  until  finally  the  entire  animal 
is  stored  in  the  stomach.  Meanwhile,  the  stomach  and  of  course  the 
adjoining  soft  parts  become  more  and  more  distended,  and  hang 
down  like  an  enormous  sack.  The  most  remarkable  examples  of 
such  capacity  have  been  found  in  the  Chiaswodon  niger,  a  species 
related  to  the  cod  family,  but  several  others,  especially  represen- 
tatives of  the  Lophiid  and  Ceratiid  families,  are  likewise  prone  to 
attack  others  larger  than  themselves. 


179th  Meeting.  April  10, 1880» 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Pifly-two  members  present 
The  first  communication  was  by  Mr.  William  HARKNisaB 

ON  THE  BOLAR  CORONA, 
[Abstract.] 
Mr.  Harknebs'  remarks  were  based  chiefly  upon  his  own  obeer* 
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yatioDs  of  the  total  eclipse  of  1878,  which  were  made  at  Creston, 
Wyoming. 

One  special  object  on  that  occasion  was  to  search  for  lines  in  the 
ultra-violet  part  of  the  spectrum.  The  eye-piece  of  the  spectro- 
scope-telescope was  removed  and  a  fluorescent  eye-piece  substituted. 
The  spectrum  used  was  that  of  the  second  order,  and  upon  examin- 
ing the  ultra-violet  region  prior  to  totality,  it  was  found  remarkably 
distinct.  During  totality,  however,  neither  bright  lines  nor  contin- 
uous spectrum  were  seen.  It  may  be  that  the  corona  has  no  ultra- 
violet spectrum,  but  these  observations  are  not  conclusive  on  that 
point.  It  may  be  so  faint  as  to  have  been  invisible  because  of  the 
great  waste  of  light  by  the  use  of  a  difiraction  grating.  Probably 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  used  the  first  order  spectrum 
instead  of  the  second,  but  the  knowledge  we  now  possess  points  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  crown  glass  prism  would  be  superior  to  a 
diiTraction  grating. 

Prof.  Harkness  also  described  in  detail  the  operations  of  pho- 
tographing the  corona  during  totality.  A  point  which  it  was  desira- 
ble to  investigate  with  care  was  the  determination  of  coefficients  to  be 
used  in  formulse  expressing  the  time  of  exposure  of  a  photographic 
dry-plate  under  such  circumstances.  If  we  denote  the  focal  dis- 
tance of  the  camera  objective  by  P ;  its  working  aperture  by  d ; 
the  exposure  coefficient  by  G ;  and  the  length  of  the  exposure  in 
seconds  by  <,  then 

In  the  present  instance  the  negative  which  had  an  exposure  co- 
efficient of  1.505  seems  to  exhibit  nearly  or  quite  all  of  the  corona 
which  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  excepting  only  the  streamers,  yet 
as  the  whole  series  of  negatives  taken  on  thb  occasion,  shows  that 
every  increase  of  exposure  produced  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  image  of  the  corona,  there  is  no  certainty  that  the 
final  limit  was  attained.  It  seems  desirable  during  the  next  eclipse 
to  push  the  coefficient  to  a  value  of  5,  and  greater  if  possible. 
This  can  only  be  done  with  the  most  rapid  portrait  lenses,  and 
Prof.  Harkness  believed  that  the  objectives  employed  should  have 
a  ratio  of  aperture  to  focal  distance  of  not  less  than  one-fourth  to 
one-half.  But  in  passing  outward  from  the  moon's  limit,  the  light 
of  the  corona  diminishes  very  rapidly,  and  hence  to  depict  all  its 
47 
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parts,  a  series  of  n^adves  is  absolutely  necessary,  commeDcing 
with  very  short  exposures,  and  ending  with  very  long  ones. 

The  process  of  obtaining  drawings  of  the  negative  was  as  fol- 
lows :  First,  an  enlarged  positive  was  made.  Upon  this  is  laid  a 
transparent  gelatine  film,  and  the  whole  is  placed  in  a  strong  light 
The  details  of  the  image  were  scratched  upon  the  gelatine  film  with 
a  needle-point  The  film  being  removed  lead  pencil  dust  is  nibbed 
into  the  engraving,  and  an  impression  made  upon  paper.  This 
picture  is  a  reverse  of  the  proper  outlines,  but  a  second  gelatine 
tracing  restores  everything  to  the  normal  order. 

The  measurement  of  the  brightness  of  the  corona  is  surrounded 
with  difficulties,  drawings  from  photographs  are  untrustworthy. 
Comparison  of  original  negatives  would  be  better,  but  this  is  liable 
to  much  uncertainty.  If,  however,  we  have  for  any  eclipse  a  series 
of  photographs,  and  also  a  determination  of  the  total  light  bj 
means  of  a  Bunsen  photometer,  data  will  have  been  provided  for 
an  approximate  comparison  with  future  eclipses.  An  application 
of  this  process  to  the  present  eclipse  showed  that  the  intensity  of 
the  coronal  light  varied  inversely  with  the  square  of  the  distance 
from  the  sun's  limb.  Prof.  Harkness'  conclusions  respecting  the 
total  light  of  the  corona  of  July  29th,  1878,  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  total  light  of  the  corona  was  0.072  of  that  of  a  standard 
candle  at  one  foot  distance ;  or  3.8  times  that  of  the  full  moon ;  or 
0.0000069  times  that  of  the  sun. 

2.  The  photographs  show  that  the  coronal  light  varied  inversely 
as  the  square  of  the  distance  from  the  sun's  limb. 


3.  The  brightness  of  every  part  of  the  corona  is  given 
approximately  in  terms  of  the  brightness  of  the  full  moon  by  the 
expression 

B  =  ^(23'+10tfcos^) 

in  which  h  =  distance  from  the  sun's  limb  in  minutes  of  arc  and  9  = 
the  latitude  of  a  point  measured  from  the  sun's  equator.  For  very 
small  values  of  A  this  formula  fails.  Probably  the  brightest  part 
of  the  corona  was  about  15  times  brighter  than  the  surfiwje  of  the 
full  moon  or  37000  times  fainter  than  the  surface  of  the  sun. 

4.  The  corona  of  December  22d,  1870,  seems  to  have  been  7i 
times  brighter  than  that  of  July  29th,  1878. 
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In  deducing  these  results  visual  and  photographic  data  have 
been  intermingled  as  if  they  were  homogeneous.  Such  a  pro- 
cedure is  certainly  open  to  objection,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  it 
introduced  any  error  grave  enough  to  impair  the  value  of  the 
results  as  first  approximations. 

The  next  communication  was  by  the  President  of  the  Society 
Mr.  Simon  Newcomb  on 

THE  PRINCIPLES  OP  TAXATION. 

This  paper  was  reserved  by  the  auth6r.  After  remarks  upon  this 
<^ommunication  by  Mr.  Edward  Atkinson,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  the  Society  adjourned. 


180th  Meeting.  April  24TBr,  1880. 

The  President  in  the  chair. 
Forty-three  members  present. 

The  order  of  exercises  for  the  evening  consisted  in  the  following 
-communications :  (1)  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Michelson,  U.  S.  N.,  on  the 
modifications  to  which  light  is  subject  in  passing  through  a  very 
narrow  slit;  (2)  by  Mr.  Edgar  Frisby  remarks  on  the  late  solar 
•eclipse  observed  in  California ;  (3)  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Paul  on  earth 
'tremors,  as  shown  by  astronomical  observation ;  and  (4)  by  Mr.  E* 
S.  HoLDEN  remarks  on  Gould's  Uranometria  Argentina. 

Mr.  Michelson's  communication  on 

TH£  MODIFIOATIONB  BUFFERED  BY  LIGHT  IN  PASSING  THROUGH  A 
VERY  NARROW  SLIT, 

-was  substantially  as  follows :  ^ 

When  the  sun  is  viewed  through  a  narrow  slit,  the  diffraction 
fringes  are  observed.  On  making  the  slit  narrower,  the  followiug 
phenomena  are  presented.  When  the  width  of  the  slit  is  .Ol"" 
the  light  acquires  a  faint-bluish  tint,  and  on  viewing  it  with  a 
^^^icol's  prism,  traces  of  polarization  are  evident  When  the  light 
is  faintest,  the  bluish  tint  is  more  marked.  When  the  width  of  the 
slit  is  .005"'"  the  blue  tint  is  more  marked  and  the  polarization  is 
quite  distinct.  When  the  light  is  very  faint,  the  tint  is  deep  blue. 
When  the  width  is  .001""  the  tint  changes  to  violet  and  the  polari- 
zation is  complete.     As  the  light  grows   fainter,  the  violet  tint 
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becomes  more  marked.  If  the  slit  and  the  Nicol  be  ioterchanged, 
the  same  results  follow  in  the  same  order.   {See  page  148.) 

The  experiment  may  be  varied  in  a  striking  manner  by  substito- 
ing  a  double-image  prism  for  the  Nicol,  when  the  two  images  may 
be  compared  side  by  side.  The  experiments  are  somewhat  trying 
on  account  of  the  faintness  of  the  light.  The  principal  conditions 
to  be  fulfilled  are  as  follows :  (1.)  The  sun  is  to  be  viewed  through 
the  slit,  the  latter  being  placed  as  near  as  possible  to  the  eye.  (2.) 
The  double-image  prism  should  be  used  in  order  to  compare  the 
two  images  side  by  side.  (3.)  The  slit  should  be  from  .Ol"*  to 
.OOl""  in  width.  (4.)  The  slit  should  be  as  nearly  perfect  ai 
possible. 

These  experiments  seem  to  show,  1st,  that  light  which  passes 
through  a  very  narrow  slit  is  polarized  in  a  plane  at  right  angles 
to  the  slit  ;  2d,  that  the  shorter  waves  pass  through  more  readily 
than  the  longer. 

On  this  communication  Mr.  Newookb  remarked  that  there  was 
a  temptation  here  to  inquire  whether  the  phenomena  recited  might 
not  have  a  bearing  upon  the  unsolved  problem  of  the  amplitudes 
of  luminous  vibrations.  Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor  entertained  the  view 
that  these  amplitudes  were  so  small  that  even  the  narrow  slit  used 
by  Mr.  Michelson  would  bear  too  large  a  ratio  to  them  to  exercise 
any  appreciable  affect.  No  explanation  of  the  phenomena  waf 
suggested. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Paul  then  remarked  on 

EARTH  TREMORS  AS  SHOWN  BY  ASTRONOMICAL  OBSERVATI058. 

[Abstract.] 

The  observations  referred  to  were  made  with  a  view  of  dete^ 
mining  to  how  great  an  extent  certain  localities  in  the  vicinity  of 
Washington  city  were  liable  to  tremors  during  the  passage  of  railway 
trains,  and  they  were  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  question 
of  the  selection  of  a  new  site  for  the  Naval  Observatory.  The  mode 
of  inquiry  was  by  observing  with  a  3}  inch  telescope  the  effect  of 
such  tremors  upon  a  basin  of  mercury  in  a  manner  similar  to 
observations  for  determining  the  meridian  alignment  of  transit 
telescopes.  In  these  cases  the  pole  star  was  used.  The  magnifyio^ 
power  was  about  185.  The  mercury  well  was  14  inches  by  W 
inches,  and  the  mercury  amalgamated  with  tin,  to  within  about  two- 
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thirds  of  saturation.  Although  no  wind  was  perceptible,  the  naked 
8ur£EU!e  of  the  well  was  so  unsteady  as  to  give  no  definition,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  cover  it  with  plate  glass.  Even  then  a  very  large 
number  of  images  were  produced  having  a  checker-board  arrange- 
ment. By  careful  manipulation  these  images  were  at  length  re- 
duced to  rows  of  points. 

Observations  were  made  at  the  times  of  passage  of  trains.  At 
a  distance  of  0.29  of  a  mile,  a  fast  express  train  produced  an 
appearance  of  boiling,  the  bright  points  being  converted  into  a 
patch  of  nebulous  light  A  slow  train  at  the  same  distance  pro- 
duced only  a  radiation  from  the  bright  points.  At  greater  dis- 
tances, phenomena  of  somewhat  different  character  were  observed. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  the  effects  of  tremor  were  not  propor- 
tional to  the  distance,  which  must  be  attributed  to  inequalities  in 
different  portions  of  the  earth  in  their  power  of  transmitting  vibra- 
tions. At  0.84  of  a  mile  there  was  only  a  slight  boiling  from  the 
passage  of  a  fast  train,  and  a  slight  radiation  of  the  points.  At 
0.94  of  a  mile,  only  radiation  was  observed.  At  0.81  of  a  mile  there 
was  less  effect  Arom  the  fast  train  than  from  the  slow  train  at  any 
of  the  other  localities.     ' 

The  next  communication  was  by  Mr.  Edgar  Fbisby. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  TOTAL  SOLAR  ECLIPSE  OP  JANUARY  IItb,  1880. 
[Abstract.] 

Perhaps  the  phenomenon  of  the  total  eclipse  of  the  11th  of 
January,  was  more  interesting  on  account  of  its  comparatively 
negative  character  than  anything  else;  the  central  line  passed 
through  the  most  rugged  part  of  the  coast  of  California:  about  150 
miles  south  of  San  Francisco,  it  was  observed  from  the  top  of  the 
Santa  Lucia  mountain,  a  peak  about  6,000  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  Pacific  ocean,  it  was  of  very  short  duration,  only  about  30 
seconds  ,*  one  fact  all  the  observers  appeared  to  notice,  that  was, 
as  the  moon's  limb  advanced  over  the  sun,  it  was  a  little  darker 
than  the  surrounding  sky  near  the  sun.  During  totality  it  was 
hardly  as  dark  as  I  expected,  we  could  barely  discern  Jupiter  and 
Mars,  and  no  fixed  stars  were  visible,  a  bright  concentric  corona 
was  seen  round  the  sun  hardly  one-third  part  of  the  sun's  diameter 
in  breadth  and  nearly  uniform,  but  no  outer  corona  and  streamers 
such  as  are  usually  described  were  vbible,  probably  owing  to  the 
short  time  of  duration  of  the  total  phase. 
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The  last  communication  was  by  Mr.  E.  6.  Holden,  consistbg  of 
a  review  of  Prof.  B.  A.  Gould's  Uranometria  Argentina.  This  was 
the  substance  of  a  paper  published  by  Mr.  Holden  in  the  Inter- 
national Review  for  April,  1880. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Holder's  remarks,  the  Society  ad- 
journed. 


181BT  Meeting.  May  8th,  1880. 

Vice  President  J.  E.  Hilgard  in  the  chair. 
Thirty-four  members  present. 

The  presiding  officer  stated  to  the  Society  that  it  was  bia  sad 
duty  to  announce  the  death  of  an  honored  and  beloved  fellow-mem- 
ber Mr.  Jonathan  Homeb  Lane,  who  died  in  this  city.  May  3d, 
1880.  Having  been  intimately  associated  with  him  for  the  last  ten 
years,  and  having  an  acquaintance  with  the  &cts  of  his  career  for 
the  last  thirty  years,  Mr.  Hilgard  felt  it  incumbent  upon  himself 
to  take  the  initiative  in  commemoratiog  his  character  before  the 
Society.  Mr.  Lane  was  not  personally  known  to  many  persons  ex- 
cept his  intimate  friends.  He  was  very  diffident  in  manner  and 
possessed  little  faculty  of  speech,  though  when  he  spoke,  he  spoke 
with  a  rare  logic  which  carried  conviction.  He  was  bom  over 
sLcty  years  ago  in  the  northern  part  of  New  Hampshire.  His 
&ther  was  a  farmer,  who,  though  he  possessed  little  wealth,  was  yet  * 
able  to  give  his  sons  such  education  as  the  neighborhood  could 
afford.  Our  lamented  associate,  through  his  rare  natural  gifts, 
was  able  to  prepare  himself  for  Yale  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor.  He  obtained  the  means  of  subsistence  by  teaching. 
While  in  college  he  was  noted  for  the  same  clear-minded  and  logical 
qualities  which  distinguished  him  in  after  life,  and  Mr.  Hilgard, 
had  heard  his  fellow-students  testify  to  the  obligations  they  were 
under  for  the  assistance  which  he  had  rendered  them  in  their  studies* 
especially  in  those  involving  mathematics  and  natural  science.  On 
leaving  college  he  became  attached  to  the  Coast  Survey,  where  he 
rendered  valuable  service,  and  soon  made  his  mark  by  displaying 
originality  and  discriminating  judgment. 

When  the  enlargement  of  the  scope  and  working  force  of  the 
Patent  Office  took  place  in  the  year  1846,  he  was,  through  the 
recommendation  of  Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  appointed  to  a  position, 
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and  was  honorably  associated  with  what  may  be  called  the  second 
stage  of  that  important  bureau — a  stage  in  which  many  of  the 
most  important  inventions  of  the  century  were  patented  and  de- 
veloped. He  remained  in  that  position  for  about  ten  years,  and 
having  accumulated  some  means  he  was  then  induced  to  withdraw, 
and  act  as  expert  counsellor  in  patent  cases,  while  devoting  much 
of  his  time  and  means  to  researches  in  physical  science.  He  felt 
called  upon,  however,  to  devote  a  part  of  his  means  to  the  assis- 
tance of  two  sisters  and  a  brother.  He  was  exceedingly  generous 
in  his  disposition,  and  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  render 
this  assistance  he  refused  to  marry ;  but  his  generosity  was  at  the 
cost  of  what  he  valued  most,  the  means  and  facilities  of  research. 
During  the  period  of  his  investigations  he  enjoyed  in  a  high  degree 
the  confidence  of  Prof.  Henry,  who  gave  him  warm  encouragement. 
His  experiments  were  attempts  to  determine  the  absolute  zero  of 
temx>erature  by  the  expansion  of  gases ;  but  he  never  published 
his  results  though  the  experiments  were  based  upon  correct  prin- 
ciples, and  must  be  considered  as  in  the  main  successful.  His 
&ilure  to  publish  them  is  attributable  to  a  desire  to  attain  further 
refinements  and  closer  approximations,  and  also,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  the  exceedingly  exacting  standard  which  he  always  set  up  as  the 
criterion  of  scientific  logic. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  Congress  authorized  the  construction  of 
metric  standards,  and  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Saxton  left  a  vacancy, 
Mr.  Hilgard  was  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr. 
Lane,  and  retained  them  until  the  latter^s  death.  The  report  to 
which  Mr.  Lane  contributed  is  not  yet  printed,  but  happily  it  is 
completed,  and  will  soon  be  published. 

The  quality  of  Mr.  Lane's  mind  was  truly  remarkable.  It  was 
chiefly  characterized  by  an  extraordinary  precision  of  thought  and 
of  logic ;  but  it  was  coupled  with  a  great  want  of  fluency  of 
speech.  It  was  in  his  writings  that  this  clearness  of  mind  became 
manifest; — so  lucid  was  it,  and  so  fully  were  those  qualities  of 
soundness  and  precision  appreciated,  that  his  co-laborers  never 
thought  a  difiScult  induction  safe  until  it  had  passed  through  the 
alembic  of  Mr.  Lane's  criticism.  By  others  he  was  no  doubt 
equally  appreciated. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Hilgard  ofiered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Washington  place 
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on  their  record  an  expression  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  th^ 
have  long  held  their  late  fellow-member,  Jonathan  Homer  Lane, 
for  his  valuable  services  to  science,  as  well  as  for  his  high  intellectr 
ual  and  moral  character. 

Mb.  William  B.  Taylor  said  that  though  he  was  unprepared 
to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  departed  associate,  he 
was  impelled  to  unite  with  Mr.  Hilgard  in  testifying  to  his  many 
noble  qualities  both  of  mind  and  character.  From  long  acquaint- 
ance with  him  and  his  work,  he  could  fully  endorse  all  that  the 
last  speaker  had  said.  He  had  rarely  enjoyed  the  privily  of 
meeting  with  a  mind  so  clear,  transparent,  and  logical,  or  one  capa- 
ble of  such  a  full  apprehension  of  the  principles  of  science,  and 
such  a  keen  perception  of  their  consequences.  The  most  striking 
quality  was  the  extreme  precision  of  his  thoughts,  and  it  had 
seemed  to  him  that  this  very  quality  may  have  in  a  great  measure, 
led  indirectly  to  the  hesitation  of  speech  which  characterised  Mr. 
Lane's  address.  Words  to  him  were  seldom  the  exact  exponents  of 
thought,  and  his  care  in  the  selection  of  language  which  might  ex- 
press with  precision  the  tenor  of  his  thoughts,  no  doubt  led  to  his 
hesitation ;  but  whenever  difficult  and  doubtful  questions  arose,  the 
clearness  of  his  insight  and  the  soundness  of  his  views  were  such  as 
belong  to  few  minds.  Not  only  was  he  a  very  fine  mathematician, 
but  he  possessed  in  a  high  degree  the  much  rarer  qualifications 
essential  to  the  mathematical  physicist 

Mr.  Cleveland  Abbe  remarked  upon  the  communication  of 
Mr.  Albert  Michelson,  made  at  the  previous  meeting,  as  follows: 

He  believed  that  an  explanation  of- the  phenomena  could  be 
given,  and  if  it  be  correct,  it  opens  a  field  of  observation  as 
important  as  the  experiments  of  Crookes  upon  the  behavior  of 
gases  under  an  approximate  vacuum.  The  narrowness  of  the 
slit  indicates  that  we  have  indeed  some  novel  conditions  of  the 
air  to  deal  with.  In  the  present  instance,  light  is  not  passing 
through  an  ordinary  gas,  but  through  the  layer  of  gas,  which 
according  to  optical  theories,  is  under  a  state  of  stress  because  it 
is  contiguous  to  a  solid  surface ;  in  short,  that  layer  that  produces 
ordinary  polarization  by  reflection.  This  layer  is  always  present, 
adjacent  to  the  jaws  of  the  slit,  and  by  narrowing  the  slit  to  the  ex- 
treme limits  used  by  Mr.  Michelson,  we  exclude  the  great  mass  of 
gaa  in  its  ordinary  state,  and  have  to  do  only  with  the  polariaog 
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layers.  By  introducing  various  gases  and  liquids  between  the  jaws 
of  the  slit,  and  by  utilizing  the  influence  of  electrical  or  magnetic 
stress,  or  by  other  devices,  the  true  explanation  may  be  possibly 
ascertained. 

Mr.  William  B.  Taylor  further  observed  that  the  experiments 
of  Mr.  Michelson  were  certainly  very  original  and  beautiful,  and 
the  problem  does  not  seem  to  be  soluble  by  any  known  data.  Mr. 
Abbe's  explanation  seemed  to  be  quite  plausible.  Between  the 
jaws  of  a  slit  only  .001""  in  diameter,  the  interval  is  probably 
near  the  limits  of  mean  molecular  excursions,  and  the  condition  of 
air  or  any  gas  under  those  circumstances  would  be  a  novel  one  to 
contemplate.  The  exclusion  of  some  wave?  of  light  observed  by 
Mr.  Michelson  might  be  attributable  to  the  disturbing  behavior  of 
molecules  so  situated  and  restricted  in  their  motions. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Osborne  stated  that  when  this  paper  was  presented 
to  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  Mr.  Michelson  had  alluded 
to  an  explanation  of  similar  purport  to  that  of  Mr.  Abbe,  but  had 
rejected  it  as  being  untenable. 

The  Chair  announced  to  the  Society  the  election  to  membership 
of  Dr.  jEROifE  H.  Kidder,  TJ.  S.  N.,  and  Ferdinand  Augustus 
Hassler. 

The  first  communication  for  the  evening  was  from  Mr.  6.  EL 
Gilbert  on 

THE  drainage  SYSTEM  OP  THE  BLACK  HILLS  OP  DAKOTA. 

[Abstract.] 

Mr.  Gilbert  stated  that  it  had  never  been  his  privilege  to  see 
the  Black  Hills ;  it  had,  however,  been  his  duty  to  prepare  for 
publication  and  edit  the  work  of  the  lamented  young  geologist,  the 
late  Henry  Newton,  which  had  been  left  by  him  in  the  form  of 
copious  notes  and  unrevised  manuscript  This  work  is  an  account 
of  the  geology  of  the  Black  BHlls  derived  from  Mr.  Newton's 
studies  while  examining  that  district  under  the  direction  of  the 
Interior  Department 

The  Black  Hills  form  an  isolated  district  of  mountain  and 
plateau  rising  out  of  the  great  plains  of  Dakota,  and  are  separated 
from  other  mountain  ranges  by  a  wide  interval,  the  nearest  being 
the  Big  Horn  mountains  to  the  westward.    They  are  thus  well 
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suited  for  a  monograpb,  and  thus  it  was  that  Newton  discoseed 
them. 

The  general  form  of  the  group  was  exhibited  by  an  illustrati(m 
conveying  the  appearance  they  might  present  to  the  eye  of  an 
observer  elevated  many  miles  above  the  extreme  southern  end. 
The  sedimentary  rocks  from  the  Potsdam  sandstone  up  to  the  sunh 
mit  of  the  Cretaceous,  are  flexed  upwards  towards  the  hills  from  ail 
directions.  Upon  the  western  side,  the  Carboniferous  strata  after 
being  flexed  upward,  flex  back  to  approximate  horizontality  upoo 
the  summit  of  the  uplift,  while  later  beds  are  cut  ofi*  and  expose  in 
succession  their  upturned  edges  upon  the  flanks  of  the  hill  region. 
The  eastern  part  of  the  uplift  is  denuded  of  even  its  palaeozoic 
beds,  and  exposes  a  mass  of  contorted  Archaean  schists. 

The  drainage  of  the  entire  area  is  collected  into  two  streams,  the 
Belle  Pourche  and  the  North  Fork  of  the  Cheyenne.  These 
streams  cross  the  south  and  north  extensions  respectively  of  the 
Black  Hills  uplift,  cutting  profound  valleys  in  so  doing.  The  trib- 
utaries of  these  streams  all  head  around  a  central  axis  in  the 
western  or  plateau  part  of  the  region,  and  flow  thence  in  all  direc- 
tions, gradually  gathering  into  the  two  forks.  It  now  becomes  of  in- 
terest to  inquire  how  far  the  positions  and  courses  of  these  streams 
have  been  dependent  upon  the  deformations  which  the  strata  have 
undergone,  and  how  far  upon  antecedent  causes.  With  this  view, 
streams  may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  two  classes — Ist  Conse- 
quent streams,  which  result  from  the  formation  of  the  slopes  down 
which  they  run,  and  have  had  their  courses  determined  by  such 
slopes.  2d.  Inconsequent  streams,  or  those  which  run  iudependendj 
of  existing  slopes  or  dips,  and  which  could  not  have  been  influenced 
as  to  their  positions  in  any  very  important  manner  by  such  slopes. 
Again,  these  inconsequent  streams  may  be  subdivided  into  two 
groups.  1st.  Those  which  had  their  courses  marked  out  prior  to 
the  formation  of  the  structural  deformations  through  which  thej 
run,  regardless  of  the  dip  or  slope  of  the  strata.  Such  streams 
may  be  called  antecedent  drainage,  having  been  laid  out  before  the 
formation  of  the  uplifts,  and  having  successfully  maintained  their 
prior  right  of  way  by  cutting  down  their  beds  as  fast  as  the  obstacles 
were  elevated  athwart  their  courses.  2d.  Inconsequent  streams 
may  have  been  laid  out  upon  the  surface  of  strata  which  overlie 
inconformably  much  more  ancient  beds.  The  upper  strata  being 
in.  time  denuded,  the  streams  which  at  first  were  consequent,  cut 
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down  into  these  older  beds  to  which  their  relation  becomes  an 
inconsequent  one.  These  streams  may  be  called  superimposed  drain- 
age. 

The  creeks  that  drain  the  Black  Hills  consitituto  a  consequent 
drainage  system  of  rare  perfection.  Rising  near  the  center  of  the 
uplift,  they  follow  the  direction  of  the  dip  on  all  sides,  and  hold  in- 
dependent courses  until  they  have  passed  outside  the  area  of  dis- 
turbance. The  symmetry  of  their  arrangement  indicates  that  the 
formation  of  the  arch  began  under  water,  so  that  its  original  sur- 
face was  not  furrowed  by  a  pre-existent  drainage,  but  presented  to 
meteoric  waters,  when  it  was  finally  laid  bare,  an  even  curvature 
the  slope  of  which  everywhere  represented  the  dip.  The  creeks 
came  into  existence  when  the  summit  of  the  arch  appeared  above 
the  water,  and  M  axial  line  became  at  the  same  time  a  watershed. 
Ab  its  slopes  gradually  emerged  the  creeks  extended  their  lower 
courses,  but  their  upper  courses  remained  the  same,  and  so  did  the 
watershed.  With  the  progressive  degradation  of  the  arch,  the 
creeks  have  descended  vertically  from  their  first  position  to  their 
present  without  essential  modification  of  their  horizontal  relations, 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  watershed  of  to-day  is 
directly  beneath  the  position  of  the  original  watershed. 

The  watershed  therefore  marks  the  place  of  the  original  axis  of 
deformation,  and  as  it  does  not  correspond  to  the  present  axis  of 
deformation  but  lies  fifteen  miles  further  west,  it  is  concluded  that 
the  growth  of  the  arch  was  not  uniform,  but  was  at  first  more  rapid 
on  one  side  and  afterward  on  the  other. 

The  discovery  of  this  irregularity  of  movement  does  not  make 
the  Black  Hills  displacement  an  exception,  but  rather  helps  to 
ally  it  to  the  other  displacements  of  the  west,  the  history  of  which, 
as  far  as  known,  is  never  simple. 

The  rivers  which  embrace  the  hills  and  receive  the  waters  of 
the  creeks  are  of  more  recent  date,  and  are  superimposed  on  the 
uplift  Aft^r  the  arch  was  formed,  and  to  some  extent  degraded 
by  erosion,  a  lake  came  into  existence,  which  surrounded  its  base, 
and  remained  long  enough  to  partly  bury  its  flanks  with  lacustrine 
sediments,  the  sands  and  clays  of  the  White  River  Miocene.  When 
the  lake  finally  disappeared  a  new  drainage  system  was  created  on 
its  bed,  and  to  this  system  belong  the  branches  of  the  Cheyenne. 
Subsequent  degradation  has  carried  away  the  lake  beds  from  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Black  Hills,  but  the  rivers  inaugurated 
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OD  them  have  persisted.  They  were  oonsequent  to  the  lake  beds* 
but  they  have  cut  their  way  down  into  the  upbent  rocks,  and  to 
their  structure  they  are  inconsequent  by  superposition. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Gilbert's  paper  the  Society  adjourned. 


182d  Meeting.  May  22d,  1880. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 
Thirty-two  members  present 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 
A  paper  was  then  read  before  the  Society  by  the  Rev.  J.  Owen 
Dorset 

on  the  gentile  system  of  the  omahas. 

The  Omahas  belong  to  the  Dakotan  family.  That  family  is 
divided  into  six  or  seven  groups,  which  are  as  follows :  I.  The 
Dakota,  comprising  the  tribes  of  Dakotas  and  Assiniboins.  IL 
The  Dhegiha,  including  the  Ponkas,  Omahas,  Quapaws,  Osages, 
and  Kansas.  III.  The  Winnebago  group,  embracing  the  Winne. 
bagoes,  lowas,  Missouris  and  Otoes.  IV.  The  Mandan.  V.  The 
Hidatsa  and  Grows.  VI.  The  Tutelo,  now  in  Canada ;  and  to  these 
some  add  a  seventh  group,  the  E^atUba  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Omahas,  to  the  consideration  of  whom  this  essay  is  limited 
form  a  tribe  of  the  Dhegiha  group.  This  group  consists  of  Upper 
Dhegiha  or  Omahas  and  Ponkas ;  and  Lower  Dhegiha  or  Quapaws, 
Osages  and  Kansas. 

Dhegiha  means  "belonging  to  the  people  of  this  land."  It 
answers  to  the  Otoe,  'Ciwere,  and  to  the  Iowa,  *Ce'kiwere. 

If  an  Omaha  or  Ponka  be  challenged  in  the  dark  when  on  his 
own  land,  he  will  reply  "  I  am  a  Dh^iha.''  A  Kansas,  on  his  own 
land  will  say,  '*  I  am  he  who  is  a  Dhegiha.''  But  when  away  from 
home,  even  when  on  the  land  of  a  tribe  of  the  same  group,  the 
man  must  give  the  tribal  name,  saying  '*  I  am  an  Omaha,"  ''  I  am 
a  Ponka,"  or  "  I  am  he  who  is  a  Kansas." 

Omaha,  or  rather  TJ-ma"'-ha',  means  "  up-stream  people."    They 

'  say  that  in  former  days  their  ancestors  were  on  the  Ohio  river. 

When  they  reached  the  mouth,  they  crossed  the  Mississippi.    There 

the  people  separated.     Some  went  down  the  river,  and  became 
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Ugakhpa,  Quapaws^  or  Down-stream  people ;  while  the  rest  travelled 
ap  the  Mississippi,  and  were  called  U-manhan,  or  "  they  who  went 
against  the  wind  or  current." 

While  on  the  hunt  in  tho  olden  time,  and  whenever  their  camp- 
ing place  was  small,  the  Ponkas  encamped  in  three  concentric 
circles ;  and  the  Omahas,  who  were  a  smaller  tribe,  camped  in  two 
such  circles. 

Hence,  the  Dakotas  called  the  Ponkas  "  The  Three  Nations," 
and  the  Omahas  **  The  Two  Nations."  But  when  they  could  find 
a  large  camping  ground,  each  tribe  had  but  one  circle,  as  they  have 
at  present. 

DiAOBAM  No.  I.— THB  OMAHA  TRIBAL  CIBOLB. 


NoTB. — In  this  diagram  the  gentcs  that  keop  tho  sacred  tents,  and  those 
that  hold  tho  sovon  saored  pipes,  are  designated  by  the  proper  signs. 

The  Omaha  circle  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  five  Hanga- 
shenu  gentes  camp  in  the  first,  and  in  the  second  are  the  five  Ishta- 
sanda  gentes.    The  Hangashenu  claim  to  be  the  superior  people. 
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Their  gentes  are  Elk,  Black-shoulder  (a  bufialo  gens),  Foremost  (a 
buffalo  gens),  Dhatada  (Thunder  people?)  and  E^ansas. 

The  Ishtasanda  gentes  are — Earth-lodge  makers  (or  Wolf  people), 
Buffalo-tail,  Deer-head  (or  Deer  people),  Bed  dung  (a  buffido  gens), 
and  Ishtasanda  (a  Beptile  and  Thunder  people). 

Orgin  of  Oentes. — ^The  Black-shoulder  people  say  that  their  an- 
cestors were  buffaloes,  who  lived  in  the  water.  When  they  came  out 
of  the  stream,  they  made  the  water  muddy,  hence  the  first-bom  son 
is  called  "  Makes  the  water  muddy."  Having  reached  the  land, 
they  snuffed  at  the  four  winds,  and  prayed  to  them.  The  north 
and  west  winds  were  good,  but  the  south  and  east  were  bad. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Foremost  gens  were  buffalo,  and  lived  under 
the  water.  They  moved  about  with  their  heads  bowed  down  and 
their  eyes  closed.  By  and  by  they  opened  their  eyes  in  the  water, 
hence  their  first  name  **  Opening  the  eyes  in  the  water,"  which  is 
also  the  birth  name  of  the  first-bom  son.  Emerging  from  the 
water,  they  lifted  their  heads  ftnd  saw  the  blue  sky  for  the  first 
time,  so  they  took  the  name  "  CSear  sky  makers." 

The  Ingdhe-zhide  or  "  Red  dung  "  gens  has  been  so  called  since 
the  visit  of  the  seven  old  men  with  the  sacred  pipes.  When  thej 
reached  the  camp  of  this  gens,  they  found  the  erect  body  of  a  buff- 
alo, partly  buried  in  the  ground,  visible  from  the  flanks  up.  The 
animal  had  been  flayed,  and  the  skin  was  made  into  a  tent  The 
body  was  bloody  and  frightful  to  behold,  so  the  old  men  passed  by 
without  giving  them  a  pipe. 

The  only  thing  pointing  to  the  mythological  origin  of  the  Elk 
gens  is  the  sacred  bag  of  that  people.  This  bag  is  the  skin  o( 
a  prairie-wolf,  and  contains  a  clam  or  oyster  shell,  the  bladder  of  a 
male  .elk  filled  with  killickinnick,  some  tobacco  leaves,  a  pipe, « 
cedar  stick,  and  a  piece  of  the  sinew  of  a  male  elk. 

RighU  and  duties  of  each  geru. — (a.)  Seven  have  the  sacred 
pipes:  Black-shoulder,  Dhatada,  Kansas,  Wolf  or  Earth-lodge, 
Buffalo-tail,  Deer-head,  and  Ishtasanda. 

Elk  keeps  the  war  tent,  and  leads  in  the  worship  of  the  thQnde^ 
god. 

Foremost  lights  the  sacred  pipes  for  the  chiefi,  and  keeps  the 
two  sacred  tents.    He  regulates  the  bufialo  hunt. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PHIL080PHI0AL  SOGIBTT   OF  WASHIKOTOK.  131 

(6.)  Law  of  membership.  A  child  belongs  to  the  gens  of  the 
father ;  hence,  half-castes  have  no  status  in  the  gens. 

(o.)  Law  of  marriage.  A  person  must  many  outside  of  the 
gens,  and  under  certain  restrictions  which  cannot  be  given  in  this 
paper. 

(d.)  Law  of  things  prohibited  to  be  touched  or  eaten.  Li  some 
cases  this  governs  the  whole  gens,  in  others,  each  sub-gens  has  its 
especial  taboo.  Thus,  the  Elk  people  cannot  touch  or  eat  any  part 
of  the  male  elk  or  deer. 

(e.)  Religious  ceremonies  peculiar  to  each  gens  or  sub-gens — 
Among  these  are  the  naming  of  an  infant,  and  the  worship  of  the 
thunder-god. 

In  the  Deer-head  gens,  the  first  ceremony  is  conducted  as  follows : 
All  the  members  of  the  gens  assemble  on  the  fifth  day  after  the 
birth  of  the  child.  Those  men  belonging  to  the  sub-gens  of  the 
infant  cannot  eat  any  thing  cooked  for  the  feast,  but  the  men  of 
the  other  sub-gentes  are  at  liberty  to  partake  of  the  food.  The  in&nt 
is  placed  within  the  circle  of  the  gens,  and  the  privileged  decora- 
tion is  made  on  its  face. 

Taking  some  red-clay  paint,  two  parallel  lines  are  drawn  across 
the  forehead,  two  down  each  cheek,  one  across  the  face  over  the 
mouth,  and  one  under  the  mouth ;  then,  with  three  fingers  of  the 
right  hand,  red  spots  are  made  down  the  back  of  the  child,  at 
short  intervals,  in  imitation  of  the  fawn.  The  child's  breech-doth 
is  so  marked.  On  its  arms  and  chest  are  rubbed  stripes  as  long  as 
the  hand.  All  of  the  Deer-head  people  in  attendance,  even  the 
servants,  decorate  themselves,  rubUng  the  rest  of  the  red  paint  on 
the  palms  of  their  hands,  they  pass  their  hands  backward  over 
their  hair ;  and  they  finally  make  red  spots  on  the  chest  about  the 
size  of  the  palms  of  their  hands. 

The  members  of  the  Pipe  sub-gens,  and  those  persons  in  the 
other  sub-gentes  who  are  related  to  the  infant's  father  through  the 
calumet  dance,  are  the  only  ones  <who  are  allowed  to  use  the  privi- 
leged decoration,  and  to  wear  fine  feathers  in  their  hair.  If  the 
child  belongs  to  the  Pipe  or  Eagle  sub-gens,  charcoal,  blue-clay 
and  the  skin  of  a  wild-cat  are  placed  beside  him,  as  the  articles 
not  to  be  touched  by  him  in  after  life.  Then  they  say  to  him 
"  this  ypu  must  not  touch ;  this  too  you  must  not  touch,  and  this 
you  must  not  touch."    The  blue  clay  symbolizes  the  blue  sky. 
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[Now  according  to  the  Iowa  myth,  the  Eagle  people  came  down 
from  the  sky.] 

Worship  of  the  Thunder-Qod. — When  the  first  thunder  is 
heard  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  Elk  invites  Bear  to  a  feast  On  his 
arrival  Bear  opens  the  sacred  prairie-wolf  bag,  takes  out  the  pipe 
and  the  elk  bladder  tobacco-pouch,  which  Elk  dare  not  toach. 
Bear  then  takes  some  tobacco  or  killickinnick  from  the  pouch,  and 
fills  the  pipe.  The  lighted  pipe  is  held  up  towards  the  sky,  and  the 
Thunder-god  is  thus  addressed : 

''  Well  I  venerable  man  I  by  your  striking  you  are  frightening  us, 
your  grand-sons  who  are  here.    Depart  on  high." 

Then  all  present  smoke  the  pipe,  and  join  in  the  feast.  It  is 
alleged  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  feast  the  rain  always  ceases, 
and  the  Bear  people  return  to  their  homes. 

(/.)  Style  of  wearing  the  hair.  The  boys  of  each  gens  are 
obliged .  to  wear  their  hair  in  a  prescribed  style.  The  Buffalo 
people  have  four  long  locks,  two  on  each  side,  in  imitation  of  the 
buffalo. 

The  Bird  people  have  four  locks,  representing  the  head,  tail,  and 
wings  of  a  bird. 

The  Turtle  people  have  six  locks,  in  imitation  of  the  head,  tail, 
and  legs  of  a  turtle. 

(g.)  There  are  five  classes  of  relationship,  as  follows:  1.  In  the 
gens;  2.  By  consanguinity  (including  the  members  of  other 
gentes' ;  3.  By  marriage;  4.  By  the  taboo  of  the  gens  or  sub- 
gens  ;  and  5.  By  the  calumet  dance. 

(A.)  Each  gens  has  a  list  from  which  a  father  is  expected  to  select 
the  names  for  his  children. 

These  are  called  nikie  or  sacred  names,  and  generally  refer  to 
some  act  of  the  mythical  ancestor,  or  to  some  part  of  his  body. 

There  are,  in  addition  to  these,  seven  names  sacred  above  all 
others,  as  referring  to  the  mythical  origin  of  the  gens,  and  which 
used  to  be  conferred  upon  the  sons  born  into  each  household ;  and 
there  were  as  many  similar  birth-names  for  the  daughters. 

These  birth-names  should  not  be  confounded  with  the  household 
names  of  the  children. 

Peculiar  ctidoma  of  the  gens. — I  give  two  examples.    The  Kan- 
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sas  Wind  people  flap  their  blankets  to  and  fro,  in  order  to  raise  a 
wind  that  will  drive  away  the  mosquitoes. 

When  the  oom-fields  of  the  Ishtasanda  gens  are  troubled  with  a 
species  of  woim,  the  men  proceed  as  follows : 

They  heat  some  grains  of  corn,  and  then  pound  up  with  this 
some  of  the  worms. 

They  make  a  soup  of  the  mixture,  and  when  that  is  eaten,  they 
imagine  that  they  will  have  no  more  trouble. 

DiAOBAM  No.  II.^THS  DHATADA  GENTILE  OIBOLE. 


Let  me  invite  your  attention  to  the  correspondence  of  names  of 
gentes  and  sub-gentes  with  those  of  other  tribes  in  the  same  &mily. 
The  Ponkas  have  an  Osage  gens ;  the  Oglala  Dakotas  have  an 
Osage  section  ;  among  the  Qmahas  is  a  Kansas  gens ;  some  of  the 
Kansas  form  the  Ponka  gens;  and  I  have  been  told  that  some  of 
the  Wisconsin  Winnebagoes  call  themselves  the  Omahas. 
48 
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When  a  gens  assembles  in  its  own  circle,  the  servants  are  sta- 
tioned on  each  side  of  the  entrance,  and  the  rest  of  the  circle  is 
divided  between  the  sub-gentes. 

SulhgerUea. — ^Each  gens  is  composed  of  four  sub-gentes,  some  of 
which  in  turn  are  divided  into  four  sections ;  and  these  sections, 
in  some  cases,  are  divided  into  sub-sections. 

The  Elk  sub-gentes  are:  1.  Elk ;  2.  Keepers  of  the  war  tent; 
3.  Thunder;  and  4.  One  whose  name  la  unknown  to  me.  The 
Black-shoulder  sub-gentes  are:  1.  Keepers  of  the  Pipe  (Eagle 
people,)  or  they  who  eat  no  red  com ;  2.  They  who  touch  no  char- 
coal ;  3.  They  who  eat  no  bufialo  tongues,  and  touch  not  a  buffalo 
head ;  and  4.  The  Criers  or  Heralds. 

The  Foremost  sub-gentes  are :  1.  They  who  eat  not  the  sacred 
bu&lo  meat ;  2.  Real  Foremost,  they  who  eat  no  buffalo  tongues ; 
3.  Servants  of  the  Sacred  Tents;  and  4.  They  who  touch  not 
«  Blue  skins." 

The  Dhatada  sub-gentes  are :  1.  Bear ;  2.  Bird ;  3.  Eagle ;  4. 
Turtle. 

Two  of  the  Elansas  sub-gentes  are :  Keepers  of  the  Pipe,  and 
the  Wind  people. 

The  Earth-lodge  sub-gentes  are:  1.  Prairie-wolf  and  Wolf;  2. 
Keepers  of  the  sacred  stone ;  3.  Keepers  of  the  pipe ;  and  4.  They 
who  touch  not  the  white  swan,  (this  last  is  not  a  taboo.) 

Two  of  the  Buffalo-tail  sub-gentes  are :  1.  Keepers  of  the  Pipe, 
or  they  who  touch  not  the  lowest  rib  of  a  buffalo ;  2.  Keepers 
of  the  sweet  medicine,  or  they  who  touch  not  a  buffalo  calf. 

The  Deer-head  sub-gentes  are  :  1.  Keepers  of  the  Pipe  (Eagle 
and  Thunder  people),  or  they  who  touch  not  charcoal,  blue  clay, 
and  the  skin  of  a  wild-cat ;  2.  They  who  touch  not  charcoal,  and 
the  fat  of  a  deer,  and  who  can  not  wear  deer-skin  moccasins ;  3. 
Deer ;  and  4.  Thunder  people. 

The  names  of  the  four  Bed-dung  sub-gentes  are  unknown  to  me, 
though  I  have  obtained  the  names  of  their  chiefe. 

The  Ishtasanda  sub-gentes  are :  1.  Keepers  of  the  claws  of  the 
wild-cat  (Thunder  people) ;  2.  Real  Ishtasanda  or  Reptile  people ; 
3.  Keepers  of  the  clam  shell  or  Thunder  people ;  4.  Keepers  of 
the  sacred  pipe. 

Origin  of  the  tuihgentes. — ^The  Eagle  people  of  the  Dhatada 
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^gens  are  known  as  ^*  They  who  toach  not  the  buffido  head  or  skull." 
This  name  originated  when  the  seven  old  men  carried  the  sacred 
pipes  around  the  tribal  circle. 

DiAGBAM  Ko.  III.— THE  DEER-HEAD  GENTILB  OIRCLB. 


The  Eagle  people  found  that  they  were  slighted,  and  started 
away  in  anger,  determined  to*  abandon  the  tribe.  But  the  old 
men  pursued  them,  and  handed  them  a  bladder  filled  with  tobacco, 
and  also  a  buffalo  skuU^  saying,  ''Keep  this  skull  as  a  sacred 
thing."  Hence  the  name  of  the  sub-gens,  and  also  "  Dried  or 
withered  Eagle,"  meaning  "  Dried  buffalo  skull,"  the  birth-name 
of  the  first-born  son. 

Rigkid  and  didies  of  ttdhgentes, — ^The  second  Elk  sub-gens  keeps 
the  war-tent  and  sacred  bag,  and  leads  in  the  worship  of  the 
Thunder-God.  The  members  of  the  first  sub-gens  of  the  Hanga, 
•or  Foremost,  keep  the  Bacred  Bark  lodge,  the  most  sacred  of  the 
three,  which  contains  the  sacred  pole  of  the  Fonkas  and  Omahas. 
While  they  cannot  eat  the  sacred  buffalo  meat,  they  can  eat  the 
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tongues.  The  members  of  the  Real  Hanga  sub-gens  keep  the  sacred 
lodge  made  of  the  skin  of  a  white  buffido.  This  lodge  regulates 
the  buffalo  hunt.  These  people  can  eat  the  sacred  buffalo  meat, 
forbidden  to  the  first  sub-gens ;  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  eat  the 
tongues. 

The  members  of  the  Bear  sub-gens  assist  the  Elk  people  in  the 
worship  of  the  Thunder-God. 

The  Raccoon  section  of  this  sub-gens  is  called  Khu^ka,  because 
its  members  are  the  ringers  for  those  who  dance. 

The  Eagle  people  keep  the  sacred  buffalo  skull,  and  fill  the  seven 
sacred  pipes  for  the  chiefi. 

The  Pipe  sub-gens  of  the  Black-shoulder  gens,  being  Eagle  people, 
are  entitled  to  use  Eagle  birth-names,  as  well  as  the  Buffalo  birth- 
names  of  the  gens.  So  the  Pipe  sub-gens  of  the  Deer-head  people 
have  Eagle  birth-names,  as  well  as  the  Deer  birth-names  of  the  gens 

The  Bird  people  have  a  curious  custom.  When  the  birds  eat  the 
com  before  harvest,  the  men  of  this  sub-gens,  go  into  the  field  and 
roast  several  ears  of  corn,  and  chew  the  grains,  which  thejr  spit 
out  all  around  them.  They  imagine  that  such  a  procedure  deters 
the  birds  from  making  further  inroads  upon  the  crop. 

When  there  is  a  fog,  the  Turtle  people  draw  the  figure  of  a  turtle 
on  the  ground.  They  place  at  its  head,  tail,  and  at  each  of  its  feet, 
pieces  of  tobacco,  which  they  cover  with  small  pieces  of  a  red 
breech-cloth.  This,  they  say,  causes  the  fog  to  disappear  very 
quickly. 

The  following  are  sections  and  sub-sections  of  sub-gentes. 

Those  of  the  Bear  are :  1.  Black  hear ;  2.  Raccoon  or  the  singers ; 
8.  Grizzly  bear ;  and  4.  Porcupine. 

The  Bird  sub-gens  is  divided  into,  1.  Hawk ;  2.  Blackbird ;  3. 
Thunder ;  4.  Owl  and  Magpie. 

The  Blackbird  subH9ections are:  1.  Red-wings;  2.  Yellow-heads ; 
8.  Red-heads ;  and  4.  White-heads. 

The  Thunder  sub-sections  are :  1.  Gray  blackbird ;  2.  Meadow- 
lark  ;  3.  Prairie-chicken ;  and  4.  Swallow. 

The  Owl  sub-sections  are ;  1.  Great  Owl ;  2.  Small  Owl ;  8.  Mag- 
pie ;  and  one  whose  name  has  not  been  given  md. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  ten  secondary  divisions  of  the 
Omahas  are  Unbes^  and  that  what  I  have  termed  evb-^&nUs  are  the 
reed  gentee.    But  this  is  inconsistent  with  the  Indian  terminology. 
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The ''  camp-fire/'  whether  among  the  Dakotas,  Winnebagoes,  or 
Omahas,  is  the  "  gens/'  And  amoog  the  Omahas  this  "  camp-fire  " 
has  another  name,  ITba'na*,  meaning  *'  A  clump  of  shoots  from  a 
common  stock  or  root ; "  and  a  sub-gens  ia  styled  "  u'kigdha'sne  " 
(from  uga'sne,  to  split  a  log),  and  denotes  ''  One  of  the  divisions 
of  the  common  stock." 

This  exhibit  of  the  Omaha  Gfentile  System  is  far  from  being 
exhaustive. 

At  each  review  of  the  subject  new  ideas  have  been  suggested,  the 
correctness  or  incorrectness  of  which,  I  hope,  may  be  revealed  by 
future  investigations. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  remarked  on  this  paper  as  follows : 

The  great  interest  in  Mr.  Dorsey's  discussion  of  his  subject  at  the 
present  time  arises  from  the  condition  of  discussions  concerning 
barbarism.  Government  has  been  supposed  to  have  had  its  origin 
in  patriarchy,  but  this  view  is  apparently  overthrown  by  the  argu- 
ments and  discussions  of  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Morgan,  upon  kinship 
which  he  holds  to  be  the  foundation  of  social  organization,  and 
therefore  of  government 

Among,  the  North  American  Indians  we  find  not  indeed  the 
lowest  known  form  of  human  society  but  certainly  a  very  primi- 
tive one,  which  exemplifies  one  of  the  earliest  stages  in  the  progress 
of  man  from  barbarism  to  civilization,  and  from  the  researches  of 
ethnologists  in  other  regions,  the  general  features  of  this  stage  of 
development  appear  to  have  been  characteristic  of  all  portions  of 
the  human  race.  Mr.  Dorsey  has  given  an  account  of  the  Dakota 
nations  from  which  it  appears  that  the  gentes  originated  from  the 
sub-division  of  older  gentes.  Among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  two 
or  more  very  nearly  equal  bodies  constituted  the  curia  or  phratry. 
This  imagined  integration  of  smaller  units  was  supposed  to  have 
arisen  from  the  recognition  of  the  necessity  of  some  larger  unit 
than  the  gentes.  But  among  the  Iroquois  and  Dakotas,  the  phratry 
is  older  than  the  gens.  Here  the  process  is  rather  one  of  difieren- 
tiation«  In  also  appears  that  the  Indian  social  organization  is  not 
by  any  means  simple,  but  is  very  elaborately  organized. 

In  the  case  of  the  Wyandottes,  the  head  of  the  household  is  a 
woman,  and  the  line  of  descent  is  through  the  female.  In  the 
Omahas  it  is  through  the  male.  The  Wyandotte  gens  has  at  its 
head  four  women  who  choose  a  male  chief.    There  are  eleven  gentes. 
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and  the  coancil  of  the  tribe  is  composed  of  four  women  and  one 
male  chief  from  each  gens,  and  this  council  selects  a  sachem  of  the 
tribe.    The  herald  of  the  tribe  is  the  chief  of  the  Wolf  clan. 

One  of  the  functions  of  the  gentile  council  is  to  select  names  for 
the  young  members  of  the  clan.  A  list  of  names  is  made  up^  each 
being  founded  upon  mythical  stories  of  the  bear,  wolf,  or  other 
totemic  animal,  and  once  a  year,  at  each  green  com  feast,  the  coun- 
cil meets  to  make  up  the  Ust  from  which  the  names  of  children  are 
selected. 

Grime  among  the  Wyandottes  is  divided  into  several  classes  d 
which  the  most  important  are  theft,  maiming,  murder,  and  adultery. 
The  mother  punishes  the  daughter  for  ftrnication,  or  the  four 
womien  counsellors  condemn  the  culprit  to  whipping,  or  to  have  the 
hair  shaved.  Adultery  is  not  punished  by  the  husband,  since  the 
wife  is  not  a  member  of  his  clan,  but  the  punishment  is  inflicted 
by  members  of  her  own  clan,  and  consists  in  cutting  off  the  hair  or 
the  ears,  and  in  disinheritance.  Theft  must  be  followed  by  res- 
toration and  compensation.  Murder  is  sometimes  compounded  and 
sometimes  is  punished  with  death  by  strangling,  or  by  the  toma- 
hawk before  the  council  of  the  tribe.  The  herald  of  the  Wolf  clan 
selects  one  man  from  each  gens,  whose  duty  it  is  to  perform  the 
execution.  Witchcraft  is  also  a  crime,  and  the  Indian  notions  con- 
cerning it,  bear  a  striking  analogy  to  those  of  former  generations 
of  our  own  race.  The  accused  person  has  the  right  of  appeal 
which  is  salutory  in  its  nature,  consisting  of  wager  or  appeal  to  the 
Grods.  The  Wyandotte  appeals  to  fire,  and  runs  through  it  first 
from  north  to  south,  and  then  firom  east  to  west,  and  if  he  is  burned 
he  is  guilty. 

In  the  North  American  Indians  the  tribal  organization  had  its 
origin  in  government  by  kinship.  In  no  case  does  it  originate  in 
patriarchy.  The  lowest  form  of  organization  hitherto  discovered  is 
not  found  among  them.  This  lowest  form  is  where  a  body  of  men 
marry  a  body  of  women,  as  among  the  primitive  Australians,  and 
there  are  indications  that  this  form  of  marriage  once  prevailed 
among  the  North  American  Indians.  Probably  the  object  of  it 
was  for  purposes  of  defence. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Taylob  suggested  that  the  abstinence  of  certain 
gentes  from  eating  certain  animals  or  parts  of  animals,  may  have 
had  a  bearing  upon  the  development  of  moral  sentiments.  Where- 
ever  we  find  man,  we  find  "  tabooJ'    This  may  perhaps  spring  firom 
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a  natural  tendency  to  self-repression,  and  may  lead  to  a  fiustitioos 
Belf-repression.  ^ 

Mr.  Powell  held  the  reverse  view. 

The  next  communication  was  by  Mr.  O.  T.  Mason,  entitled 

COMPARISON  OF  WRITTEN  LANQUAQE  WITH  THAT  WHICH  IB  SPOKEN 

ONLY. 

In  undertaking  the  stady  of  any  of  our  aboriginal  languages, 
one  is  at  once  arrested  by  the  difficulty  of  committing  it  to  writing. 
Throughout  his  investigation  he  must  constantly  bear  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  people  who  used  the  language  had  no  graphic  method 
of  representing  it  This  consideration  led  the  writer  to  inquire 
into  the  real  differences  that  exist  between  written  language  and 
that  which  is  not  yet  sufficiently  developed  to  enter  the  written 
stage. 

Spoken  language  is  a  compromise  between  the  speaker  and  the 
hearer.  The  former  is  the  creator  of  language ;  he  is  also  its  des- 
troyer. The  latter  is  its  preserver.  Men  may  speak  as  they  please, 
indeed,  they  are  continually  making  changes,  such  as  coining  terms, 
eliding  portions  of  words,  etc  This  alteration  of  speech  would 
go  on  indefinitely,  were  it  not  that  the  prime  object  of  speaking, 
the  desire  to  be  understood,  brings  the  speaker  under  obligation  to 
the  hearer. 

Thus  spoken  language  obeys  two  forces,  a  centrifugal  and  a 
centripetal,  and  its  condition  at  any  time  is  the  resultant  of  these 
two. 

On  the  other  hand,  written  language  is  the  product  of  four 
agencies — ^the  speaker,  the  hearer,  the  writer,  and  the  reader. 
Spoken  language  is  addressed  to  the  ear,  and  obeys  the  laws  of 
audition.  Written  language  is  addressed  to  the  eye,  and  is  amena- 
able  to  the  laws  of  vision.  It  will  readily  occur  to  one  engaged  in 
the  study  of  language,  how  much  more  intelligence  it  would  require 
to  manage  so  complex  a  machine,  how  liable  some  of  the  parts  are  to 
get  out  of  order,  and  how  the  constant  effort  to  readjust  disturbances 
would  itself  elevate  the  people  using  a  written  language. 

This  difference  manifests  itself  in  the  form  of  language.  The 
classification  of  languages  into  polysynthetic,  agglutinated,  in- 
flected, and  monosyllabic,  is  subject  to  a  higher  generalization, 
namely,  into  the  unwritten  and  die  written.    A  people  who  never 
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see  their  language  most  necessarily  encapsulate  their  sentences. 
But  as  soon  as  any  one  of  our  Indian  languages  is  reduced  to  writ- 
ing, and  the  tribe  learns  to  read  the  printed  book,  the  agglutina- 
tion begins  to  vanish,  the  elements  of  the  holophrasm  s^regate, 
and  a  copy  of  an  Indian  Bible  presents  a  similar  appearance  to 
an  ordinary  English  book,  certainly  bearing  not  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  long  words  than  one  of  Lord  Macaulay's  Essays. 

Again,  written  language  differs  from  spoken  in  its  efficiency  as 
an  instrument  of  thought.  As  is  well  known,  the  roots  or  funda- 
mental forms  of  language  are  few  in  number.  The  variety  of 
ideas  and  thoughts  which  are  in  use  among  a  people  must  be 
attained  by  such  devices  as  the  moves  in  chess,  or  the  combinations 
of  figures  and  letters  in  algebra.  These  devices  are  location  in  the 
sentence,  collocation  in  the  sentential  term,  affixes  or  figures  of 
addition,  figures  of  subtraction,  figures  of  substitution,  metathesis, 
intonation  and  accent,  and  many  others. 

As  long  as  a  people  are  in  savagery  or  barbarism,  the  combinar 
tions  necessary  to  supply  their  wants  are  within  the  resources  of 
memory.  There  comes  a  time,  however,  when  advancement  must 
cease  unless  memory  can  be  subsidized.  Writing,  therefore,  marks 
an  important  era  in  the  history  of  culture.  It  is  the  product,  the 
receptacle,  and  the  instrument  of  thought-— just  as  a  vase  is  tiie 
product  of  the  art  of  pottery,  a  receptacle  in  the  art  of  husbandry, 
and  an  instrument  in  the  art  of  cookery. 

Summing  up  the  differences  between  languages  that  are  written 
and  those  that  are  spoken  only,  the  conclusion  was  reached  that  in 
the  evolution  of  civilization  the  invention  of  writing  marks  as  im- 
portant an  epoch  as  the  acquisition  of  speech  itself. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 


183d  Meeting.  Juke  5th,  1880. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Twenty-eight  members  present. 

The  first  communication  for  the  evening  was  by  Mr.  Peter 
Collier  on 

SUGAR  FROM  SORGHUM. 

Mr.  Collier  prefitced  his  remarks  by  mention  of  the  earlier  at- 
empts  to  obtain  sugar  from  the  sorghum  plant    Although  molasses 
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And  syrup  had  been  frequently  produced,  yet  the  manufiicture  of 
isryatallized  sugar  had  not  on  tiie  whole  been  attended  with  much 
succesB.  Several  years  ago,  Mr.  J.  Stanton  Gould,  of  New  York, 
had  suggested  that  a  few  systematic  and  careM  experiments  ought 
to  be  made,  but  so  fiir  as  kn<iwn,  none  had  been  undertaken  until 
recently.  In  1879,  the  Agricultural  Department  resolved  to  ex- 
periment in  this  direction,  and  obtained  seed  for  four  varieties,  the 
Early  Amber,  the  White  Liberian,  the  Chinese  and  the  Honduras. 
These  were  planted  May  15th,  and  a  series  of  experiments  was 
made  beginning  soon  after  the  flower  appeared  and  repeated  every 
four  or  five  days,  until  frost  appeared  in  Octobw. 

Full  detaik  in  regard  to  these  experiments  will  be  given  in  the 
annual  report  for  1879  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture.  The 
following  are  the  more  important  results : 

July  18th.  The  juice  expressed  from  the  Early  Amber  contained 
four  per  cent,  of  crystallizable  and  3}  per  cent  of  uncrystallizable 
sugar. 

August  15th.  The  juice  contained  14.75  per  cent  crystallizable, 
and  1}  per  cent  uncrystallizable  sugar.  The  latter  proportions 
were  maintained  until  heavy  frosts  in  October. 

The  same  results  approximately  were  shown  by  the  White 
Lfiberian  upon  the  same  dates. 

August  6th.  The  Chinese  variety  showed  less  than  two  per  cent 
of  crystallizable,  and  about  five  per  cent  of  uncrystallizable  sugar ; 
but  with  the  progress  of  the  season,  the  former  gradually  increased 
and  the  latter  decreased. 

The  Honduras  variety  behaved  in  a  manner  very  similar  to  the 
Chinese,  but  developed  still  later,  reaching  a  maximum  on  the  18th 
of  October.  The  general  results  of  these  experiments  seemed  to 
show  that  the  fidlure  hitherto  to  obtain  sugar  from  sorghum  was 
due  to  the  custom  of  cutting  the  canes  too  early,  and  before  they 
were  ripe.  If  they  had  been  permitted  to  stand  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, before  the  inception  of  change  by  the  action  of  frost,  the 
amount  of  sucrose  would  have  been  much  greater  and  the  glucose 
much  less. 
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The  second  commanication  was  by  Mr.  William  McMuBiBiBy 

OH  THE  METEOBOLOOIGAL  CONDrnONS  AFFECTIMO  THB  CULTURB 
OF  THE  8U6AB  BEET. 

Mr.  McMubtbie'b  paper  is  to  be  published  in  full  in  the  annual 
report  for  1879  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 


184th  Meetino.  June  19th,  1880. 

The  President  in  the  Chair. 

Twentyndx  members  present 

The  President  announced  to  the  Society  the  election  as  members 
of  Messrs.  C.  H.  Davis,  Z.  L.  White,  A.  W.  Greely,  C.  R  Kil- 
BOUBNE  and  J.  P.  Stqby. 

The  first  communication  for  the  evening  was  by  Mr.  D.  P.  ToDi> 

ON  A  MECHANICAL  ATTACHMENT  FOB  EQUATORIAL  MOUNnNGB 
TO  FACILITATE  SWEEPING  IN  BIGHT  ASCENSION. 

The  arc  of  the  sector  which  drives  the  polar  axis  is  graduated 
in  hoUrs  and  parts  thereof.  Sliding  upon  this  graduation  are  two 
vernier-like  pieces,  each  of  which  carries  a  projecting  metallic 
point  By  clamp-screws  the  verniers  may  be  attached  to  any 
part  of  the  sector-arc.  A  revolving  collar,  with  a  screw  for  clamp- 
ing, surrounds  the  polar  axis  adjacent  to  the  sector,  and  carries  a 
projecting  arm  the  end  of  which  will  just  touch  both  the  metallic 
points  attached  to  the  verniers.  An  electric  apparatus  is  so  dis- 
posed that  whenever  the  projecting  arm  comes  in  contact  with 
either  point  on  the  verniers,  a  telegraphic  sounder  shall  beat,  or  an 
electric  bell  shall  ring.  In  using  the  device,  the  two  verniers  are 
set,  by  means  of  the  sector-graduation,  at  a  distance  apart  equal  to 
the  length  of  the  zones  to  be  searched.  The  sector  is  undamped 
from  the  polar  axis,  and  connected  with  the  clock,  and  the  latter 
set  in  motion.  The  telescope  is  then  set  upon  one  end  of  the  zones, 
and  the  projecting  arm  brought  in  contact  with  the  corresponding 
vernier-point  The  collar  is  clamped  to  the  polar  axis  in  that 
position,  and  the  telescope  set  in  declination.  As  the  instrument  is 
moved  back  and  forth  in  right  ascension,  the  electric  signal  will 
apprise  the  ear  of  the  observer  whenever  the  telescope  reaches 
either  limit  of  the  zones. 
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Mr.  Todd'8  paper  is  published  in  full  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  1880,  page  270 ;  also  in 
the  Monthly  Notices  of  the  Royal  Astronomical  Society  for  June,  1880. 

The  second  paper  was  by  Mr.  Thomas  Craio  on 

VOETEX  MOTION  IN  ORDINARY  FLUICa 

This  paper  is  to  be  published  in  full  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
London  Mathematical  Society. 
The  third  communication  was  by  Mr.  Edgab  Fribby 

ON  MAQIC  SQUARES. 
[Abstract.] 

The  ordinary  idea  of  a  magic  square  is  a  square  divided  up  into 
a  smaller  number  of  squares,  with  the  successive  integers  placed  in 
each  square  in  such  a  way  that  the  sum  of  the  numbers,  whether 
counted  horizontally,  diagonally,  or  vertically,  will  always  be  the 
same — ^many  very  ingenious  such  squares  have  been  constructed^ 
also  squares  of  squares,  magic  cubes,  and  magic  circles.  I  pro- 
pose to  simply  show  what  I  consider  the  most  convenient  way  of 
constructing  them  when  they  can  be  constructed,  and  pointing  out 
some  of  their  remarkable  properties. 

The  two  which  follow  are  remarkable  illustrations  of  what  I  will 
call  unsymmetrical  squares : 


Fig.  2. 
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The  first  square  counts  34  the  ordinary  10  ways,  each  small 
square  of  4  at  the  corners  also  counts  34,  or  the  whole  square  can 
be  divided  into  4  squares  each  of  which  counts  34,  and  the  4 
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Dumbers  at  the  angular  points  of  the  square  as  well  as  the  middle 
squares  all  count  the  same  number  34.  There  are  also  in  the  fig- 
ures many  more  parallelograms  whose  sum  is  equal  to  34. 

In  the  second  figure  there  are  12  ways  in  which  the  5  numbers  sum 
up  to  65,  but  beyond  this  fisu;t  there  appears  to  be  no  special  sym- 
metrical arrangement  of  the  numbers. 

The  following  figures  appear  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  synunetry. 

Pig.  4. 
Fig.  8. 
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The  special  characteristic  of  these  two  figures  is,  that  any  two 
figures  whatever  similarly  placed  with  reference  to  the  centre  will 
always  amount  to  the  same  number,  in  the  first  to  17,  and  in  the 
second  figure  to  26 ;  hence,  in  the  first  figure  there  will  be  8  separate 
lines  which  add  up  to  17 ;  this  of  course  will  only  be  by  consider- 
ing 6  and  11  as  a  difiPerent  line  to  1  and  16,  and  the  same  for  the 
other  diagonal.  If  now  any  one  of  these  lines  is  considered  as  the 
diagonal  of  a  parallelogram,  and  any  one  of  the  remaining  lines 

8x7 
the  other  diagonal,  we  shall  have  — g—  s=a  28  parallelograms  simi- 
larly situated  with  respect  to  the  centre,  the  sum  of  the  numbers  at 
the  angular  points  being  equal  to  34 ;  it  will  be  observed  that 
.  these  parallelograms  include  the  limiting  case  when  the  diagonals 
coincide  with  the  two  straight  lines  1,  6, 11, 16,  and  4,  7, 10, 13  ; 
they  also  of  course  include  the  central  square  and  the  4  angular 
points  of  the  whole  square,  besides  these  28  there  are  the  4  squares 
into  which  the  squares  may  be  divided  also  the  4  horizontal  and  4 
vertical  lines  and  8  more  rectangles,  viz:  1, 14,  7, 12 ;  16,  6,  4,  9, 
and  6  others  from  the  other  sides,  making  altogether  48  straight 
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lines  or  parallelogramB,  for  which  the  sum  is  equfd  to  34,  and  the 
snm  of  two  figures  on  the  straight  line  equidistant  from  the  center 
=17. 

Figure  4,  which  has  the  5  squares  on  a  side,  will  readily  be 
perceived  to  be  symmetrical.  The  sum  of  two  symmetrical  num* 
bers  always  being  equal  to  26,  we  have  of  course  a  great  num- 
^ber  of  parallelograms,  for  which  the  sum  of  the  numbers  at  the 
angular  points  is  always  equal  to  62,  and  a  number  of  hexagons 
having  the  sum  of  the  numbers  at  the  angular  points  equal  to  78, 
all  which  have  this  property  that  the  diagonals  joining  opposite 
joints  will  always  be  mutually  bisected  at  the  centre,  &c. 

The  magic  square  of  six  on  a  side  cannot  be  constructed,  at  least 
not  symmetrical  like  these  others,  this  may  be  shown  as  follows : 
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If  in  figure  5  we  attempt  to  fill  up  the  diagonals  so  that  the  sum 
of  the  extremes  shall  be  equal  to  37,  their  difference  must  be  an 
odd  multiple  of  5 ;  the  only  numbers  that  can  fill  these  conditions 
are: 

1  8  16  22  29  86 

6  11  16  21  26  81 

11  14  17  20  28  26 

16  17  18  19  20  21 

The  2d  and  8d,  2d  and  4th,  and  3d  and  4th  cannot  co-exist, 
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therefore  the  Ist  line  must  be  one  of  the  diagonab,  and  one  of  the 
other  three  lines  the  other  diagonaL 

Making  a  -|-  a'  a  b  +  b'  &c.a37,  and  putting  in  the  conditions 
for  a  magic  square  we  have : 

ft  +  b  +  c  +  d  =  104,  99or94 
e  +  f  +  g  +  h=  92,  89  or  86 
k  +  l+m  +  n—  80,  79  or  78 
e— h  +  k  — n=  5, 10  or  15 
a— d  +  1  — m=  3.  6  or  9 
b  — c  +  f— g=-    1,    2or   8 

Whence,  by  addition,  2  (a  +  b  +  e  +  f  +  k  +  1)  —  285,  an  odd 
number,  which  is  impossible. 

If  we  had  constructed  the  square  having  4  squares  on  each  side 
in  a  similar  way,  we  should  have  obtained  two  solutions,  but  in  one  of 
the  solutions  one  of  the  numbers  would  have  been  used  twice,  and 
another  one  not  at  all,  and  so,  for  that  reason  it  would  have  been 
excluded,  therefore  the  one  given  is  the  only  symmetrical  solution ; 
but  there  will  be  eight  ways  of  arranging  it,  viz :  by  banning  at 
each  corner  and  filling  to  the  right  or  left. 

The  construction  is  very  simple,  for  of  the  eight  ways  of  doing 
it  we  will  commence  one  below  the  middle  square  and  move  diagon- 
ally to  the  rightf  taking  care  when  we  get  to  the  bottom  to  suppose 
the  whole  square  moved  down  and  begin  again  at  top ;  when  we  go 
over  to  the  left,  suppose  the  whole  square  moved  over,  Ac^  hegin- 
ning  again  at  the  right,  and,  when  one  square  is  filled  up,  move 
from  there  diagonally  to  the  left,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  move  down  two  vertically  from  your  last  number,  the  square 
will  be  entirely  symmetrical  i  the  sum  of  any  two  figures  similarly 
placed  with  reference  to  the  centre  will  be  122.  There  are  many 
more  interesting  features  connected  with  it  that  I  leave  to  the 
reader's  ingenuity  to  suggest 
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A  square  having  an  odd  number  of  squares  on  each  side  can 
always  be  constructed  very  easily,  thus  taking  11  on  a  side  as  an 
example : 

Fig.0. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Fribbt's  remarks  the  President  an- 
nounced that,  by  resolution  of  the  General  Ck)mmittee,  the  Society 
stood  adjourned  until  the  second  Saturday  in  October. 
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ADDENDUM. 

On  page  120,  line  2,  add  the  following  paragraph : 
The  phenonema  soem  to  be  independent  of  the  material  of  which 
the  jaws  of  the  slit  are  composed,  for  the  same  results  followed  in 
the  case  of  brass,  steel,  and  obsidian.  In  the  case  of  the  slit  made 
of  obsidian,  the  effects  were  a  little  more  marked  than  with  the 
metals,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  greater  accuracy  of  the 
edges. 
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STANDING  RULES. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Ck)mmittee,  June  19,  1880,  it 
was — 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Committee  keep  a  chrono- 
logical register  of  the  elections  and  acceptances  of  Members  of  the  Philo- 
sophical Society  of  Washington,  showing  the  date  at  which  each  newly 
elected  member  accepts  his  membership ;  and  that  no  person  be  admitted  to 
the  privileges  of  membership  until  his  name  is  entered  thereon  as  having 
accepted  the  same  in  writing. 

Vide  Standing  Rules  for  the  Society,  No.  9,  and  Standing  Rules 
for  the  Greneral  Committee,  No.  7. 
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